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PARLIAMENTARY R^ORTS, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS.^ . 


THURSDJr, NOFEMBER 26, 1795. 


W /\DE’s Mill Roads Bill was read a third tim6f and 
pafiiJ. _ ^ 

Loivl Jloocl prcfeiUed a, petition from the inhaMtaht^ and 
hoH choluLifs of St. Clement Danes, vvliich his Jordfljip ftated 
to he numeroijfly and refpcctably fignedf prayin;^ the^^Houlc to 
ia!;e nicafures for the better fccurity qf hb Majefty’s p^rfoii 
aijd government, and the prevention^ hi fedltious meetings.' 
His l^ordOiip ado prefented another petition, in favour of the 
D.lls, from the inhabitants and houfeholdcrs of Weftminftef 
at large. 

Mr. Samuel Smith prefented a petition from the inhabitants 
of Leicefter in favour of the Bills. 

A'lr. Grey prefented a petition from the borough of New¬ 
port, in the county of Cornwall, againft the Bi!^. ’ Alfo 
another to the fame eftbft from Launcefton, in the county of 
Cornwall. The petitions were both ordered to lie on the 
table. 


GRAIN. 

Mr. ILhart attended with the Report of the Commiitcc 
upon the Bill for prohibiting the dillillation of fpirits from 
wheat and other articles of grain. 

Mr. R'ife moved that the Bill be re-committed for the in- 
fcrtion of a claiife to prohibit the diftillaiion of Ijdrits from 
moIaflTes produced in England, or imported from the colonies, 
and that inllrudtions be given to th<j Coi^mittce for the fame, 
as, upon enquiry, molalfes had been found £0 be an article 
of great confuinption at thi^- time among the poor, particu¬ 
larly in and about the metropolis. He faid that the claufe 
was on that account deemed to'be expedient. 

Mr. Hujjey declared, he was glad that minlftcrs had taken 
that article into their confideration, and he hoped they would 
ji Vpt, II. 1795. B not 





% vrOODVJiiVS PARUAMENTARY REPORTO. [CdMftons* 

not fuffer the Bill to lleep, but pafs it as foon as poflible into 
j ialaUr. 

• „ ^ SCOTCH CAVALRY. 

Genera! Fitzpatrick called the atteiition of the Houfe to the 
manner in which the Aberdeenfliire Cavalry had been drafted 
and dtfbandcd. It niuft, he faid, appear to anv perfon who 
underftood military regulations, that they ought to be dif- 
banded in their own country, and as near their own homes 
as poflible. Whoever would read the letter of fcrvice, might 
fee, that though this might not be exprelTed^ it v/as really the 
ftipiilation made when they enlifted. He would, therefore, 
make the following motion : “ That there be laid before the 
Houfe a copy of the cor/efpondejice between Colonel Hay 
and the Secretary at War, or any other of his Majelly's 
rhinilter?, refpeftirig the dilbanding or drafting the icgth, or 
Aberdeenfliire Cavalry. 

General Macletid feconded the motion, becaufe he unde r* 
ftood that the conditions upon which the 109th, or Abci ciceii- 
fhire regiment, was raifed, were, that the men, when tluy 
were difbanded, fhould be difbnndcd in their own country, or 
near their own houfe<;; whereas they were drafted and difperf- 
ed to other regiments, which made it impoflible for them all 
to be difbanded in their own country, or near their own 
homes, and confeqiiciuly there pppeared to be a breach of 
faith upon the part of government. 

Mr. Jllardyce h\dy no complaints had been male from 
Aberdeen, which called up (Scneral Alackod to explain, 
7'he moti n was agreed to. 

LIBEL ON THE IIpUSL. 

The order of tlic day, for rcfumiiig the debate on the 
phlet coivplained of, as contatJ.ing a falle, fciUuL;!o is, arui 
nialicious libel upon the Houfe of Commons, having been read, 

Mr, Sheridan faid, he hoped he Ihould h.ive the induigL-nc e 
of the Houfe while he entered into a comment on the expref- 
and principle of the book in qiieition at large. He had 
nor, on a former night, troubled the Houfe with any long 
comment upon it, becaufe he thought it his duty to read it firft. 
In the iptermediate time, he had read it over with due de¬ 
liberation: and if belhad found it to have only contained'a 
fohtary pilinge, if he had found the paflage itfclf coniradkicd 
by the red ol the context, or, if it had not plainly appeared 
to him that it was> the general v/i(h of the aurnor ta libel the 
conftitutioii of the country, he would not have rl/cn to prefa 
the amendment which he would make to the motion he fab- 
iQixtted to the Houfe on a former: night, and then read as the 

order 
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order of the day. He had confidered the whole of the pam¬ 
phlet, and the whole of it manifcfted the fame deliberate 
malignity againfl: the liberty of the conftitution^ and the 
fiin'c deliberate malignity of fortifying the crown with ex¬ 
traordinary powers. He hoped other gentleman, who had. 
likewife read it with the fame attention, would fee the pub¬ 
lication in the light he did: and if they did, he was fure 
they would not think that they performed their duty, if they 
did not ihew their marked reprobation of fuch dodirine, and 
endeavour to bring the libeller to juftice. He faid, he was 
fiirprired that he did not fee a right honourable gentleman 
(Mr. Windham) in his place, becaufe by the manner in whicU 
he had delivered his fentiments upon a former evening, be 
W'as in fome degree implicated —this moment Mr. lyind'* 
henn entered.) Mr. Sheridan declared he was happy to fee 
his furprife removed by the attendance of the right honour¬ 
able gentleman, and hoped that he had read the book and re- 
^iinred his opinions; for, /file,came tofupport fo groft and 
p Ipable a libel again upon the legiflative government, he 
I’fOuld frankly confefs that he was not happv to fee him, but. 
Oil the contrary, very forry. * He regrehed that another right 
hunoarable gentleman (the Maitcr of the RolN) was abfent, 
becaufe iic had moved tiie adjournment to meditate upon the 
pamphlet before he delivered his opinion. 

The publication had been aferibed to a man whole intimate 
conneclion with the government was well known ; to a man 
whom it had been laid by one gentleman (tlie Secretarv at 
War) the national gratitude could not be too much dircclcd ; 
to a man who had been the chairman of that political aflbeia- 
tiop, which had incited arrd encouraged afTociations liiroughout 
the country, and winch had an intimate co.uiexion and cor- 
reipoiKlence with thole adbeiations. Yo that perfon the 
pamphlet had been arcrii>ed : buc it had been reported to him, 
iince he came m;c» the iJoufe, that the ailercion or xMr. Reeves 
being the author of the pamphlet was to be fofernidy difavovv- 
c\i. He was glad of it. Mr. Reeves he had foriicrly known, 
when he was a member of that Whig Club which was fo much 
reprobated in this pamphlet. . 

i'he prominent doctrines maintained in the pamphlet were^ 
I. 'I'hat liberty flowed Irom the King alone z. Thar all 
fecurity of law and government was dvnvcd from the kingiy 
power. 3. I'hat the revolution, in i6S8, was a fraud and a 
farce; and that all the people got • it was a Proteftant 
King, 4, 'riiat the Ditfenters were enemies to the countrv, 
and ought to be exterminated. 5. I'hat the Wliigs were im- 
poftors, and lud always been either in the pay of the court, 
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cJ* ipr in league i^ith democrats. 6. That a conftitutional lawyer 
.^%as either a knave or a fook 7. That the verdict of/a j'j'ry 
a’final decifion, and was entitled to little or no 
T^weight. ‘ 8. That the Lords and Conim'*ns mi^lu be lopped 
qff without injury to the confiitiition. 'Fhetc .’o:tnnes were 
i^jel^borately argued through the whole of the p.,ir{Ju..t. 

.v Of the King it was ailerred, tlm he rirak^s and executes 
the laws.** In the next page of the pamph’et it was rliat 
accordingly the King can enaCi rro laws withouilne advice 
rind CQnfent, not only of the L^rds fpiritual and temporal, 
-whoare hi forne fort counfellors of his own chuiing, but 
alio of the Commons in l^irliament aflembled.** 'i he Lords 
would, he believed, reel but little obligation to the man who 
coniidered them merely as Counfellors of^the King’s own 
ch.ufing« 

The author through feveral pafla'ies entered into a hifrory 
of the reformation, and feemed to cuhfjJer it .i> the fourcc of 
French’principles; and that the Ffelbyterians 

kers, &c. werfi the propagators auU promoters of thctl* prin- 
ci^es. 

The author ftated,' that ‘‘ Prcfbvterians, Independents, 
Commonwe-td'h’s Men, Fifth Mon;*uhy Men, Analvaptilfs, 
Q^iakers, Si'J other lects and divilions loo irkiome to be 
named, all of them, more or lef», difeipies of the fame fehool, 
wheic the boveru'gnty of the people, and the kilim: of Kings 
was firft brought into fyftim and fanctionen by tiie dictates 
of the gofpcL’* Through three w'holc pages he rc rrclcnted 
the Dii'ienters to be a race not fit to cxilf, and ns wo-thy of 
being exterminated as the Charibs of bk Vincenfs, a id the 
Alaropns of Jamaica. The authors’ef the Reform ation were 
corifidef..d, by him, as Jacobins, and Major Canwnght was 
compared to Calvin and Beza. 

. Of the revolution, the author exprcfled himfclf in thr fe 
words, ** Tnc abdication of King Jaimes the fbcond, and tne 
tranfiidions that enfued upon the vacancy thereby made in 
the throne, compofe a verydmportani and curious pallhgt* in 
the hifiory of our governnient and lav/s. It has been vulgarly 
called. The Revolution; upon what authority I know not; 
it was hot fo named by Parliament, nor is it a term known 
to our laws. This term had cetiainly no better origin than 
the converfiftion and partiphlets of the time, where words arc 
ufed, in a popular and hiftorical lime, without any regard or 
thought of technical propriety.** "I'o controvert the aficr- 
tton of fo ignorant a w6uld be to infulc the underftand^ 
ii)0 pf the Houfe, 
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' 'The pamphlet next proceeded to triveigK the Whi^j, 

Cluh for making the revolution, in the following tertn% ’ 

jeft for tavern meeting, far congratulation,,aiiS < 

fcftivity. To repeat nothing here of the folly in fueh dKer- . 
vefcence of I wonder,., confidering-the rank aodl^ott 
of fome of thefe perfons, that a fenfe of good breeding ^ 

corum has never f^ggefted to them that fo much comiliei|ao^ 
ration of that revolution, repeatedly urged out of ^11 ic^foa** 
and meafurt, cannot found agreeably in the ears of 
vercign/’ #Geinlemen would therefore obferve, that ^ ears ' 
of the Sovereign were fiippofed to bfe olFended at' Ihe 
of the revolution that feated his family on the throne^aiid 
him fuch commemoration muft convey fome inG^uatita of 
reproach/’ 

To thefe men,*’ (vi/. the Diflenters ai>d WhigsJ :^,and, 
to this finifter dellgn, faid the Author, we are indebted foT'^ 
j irgon of which I have juft complained.^ They invented^ oi^ . 
torm revolution to blind anvi miflead; and theyh^veiieverCissf^id 
repeating if, that they might put ihit people in mind of making 
aiK» her.” But “• What difapointnient and difeomfiture mu& 
it be to thefe id dizers of the conft?i|itioni fuppofed to be tfta*- 
bliftiud at tilj revolution, io difeover at length, that they have 
beftowed their applaule ai>d afFedlion upon the (hreds and 
patc hes of old date ; and that, if they had lived in thofe wicked 
reigns of Charles II. and James II. they would have enjoyed * 
in theory, though not in practice, (and theory of the two, is 
more confidtrred by modern reformers) as good a conftitution 
a<; they have had fince, with the hngle exception of a Proteftanc 
King/’ Soi,that, according to this author’s docirine, the 
re’i'olucion had done* nothing more for the people of thi» 
country than to fccurc them a Protettant King. With re- 
ipecl to any conftitution that had been eftabliflied by the rc- 
vt,b;t:on, that was a thing utterly unknown. l‘he govern¬ 
ment we know, and the laws we know, but the conltictirioa . 
we know not.” 

Having concluded his diflertation upon the Whigs, tte 
author adverted to the perfons that had been tried al the Old ^ 
Bailey. ** The ddigns of thefe democrats have been fully ct- 
pofed to the public views treats of fome of them laft , 
year far high treafoii; they were indeed, acquitted l^y 
a jury, but they have fince bceri' found guilty by their ; 
country.” '* ''y 

The pamphlet, Mr. Sheridan contained a vaft varit^ t 
of other matter, equally ciftndve with palTagcs which W/ 
had quoted* ^ ? 

la 
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L) the cpeqing of his fpeech, he had ailltted, that he coiiit- 
ulipneDdi ihis as par^ of a fyftein of a fet of men who, to fc.re«:n 
tocqvfeives fiom ^uniAiment, clung to the throne, which (ocy 
wjiQied to flrcngchen hy any and all means in thtir poweu 
* aflertion he Ihould proreeu to nro\ e. 

Another pamphlet had been publifli d anterior to the prefent j 
itif^tle wa^. The E:i./wipie rf FftriLe a warntng to Gftat 
JBritatn. Its author was Jn^ut lounge Sfq. I prove the 
^iHinedionbetween pamph ets of linsdeP ription, and the per<«- 
tpM in pay of government, he (hould on'i u id thf fiifl tedU* 
approbation annexed to Mi. \oun^’s work. 1 ho 
te^jbimony came from Mr. Reev^**?, as chauman of tha Ciown 
i|tld Anchor AiT^uatioa. It was woadeiful to obterve ?nd 
trace the conformity of fentiment between this norK of JMr« 
Young and the pamphlet in puted to Mr. Re ve . 7 he 

arguments were uiged and einbor ted thro* ^ o.h. 7 he 
firft attempted to prov^^ die Conimnns to he con in, a«iJ t lac 
lucb a fyfteOt of coi ruption was nect ffary. Fhc erond i al Led 
of lopping ofFt^ c C C.rturih, u >.nc allegation of 

corruption could be proved, diere would be few ho would ia)» 
dnt the lopping them off ought not to be trad. 

Mr. Sben lan read ttieofFenfive tiUiL w s cor.T^ l»in-. 

odof in the Houle before, viz. 1 he govcninKiii o nt;- 
land IS a monarciiy: the moinrch is the n( dC *cck I'onri 
ari&ich have fprung thotegoodly brinches of he h : fl u ic, tic 
loids and commons, that at the lame nme oin mi iit to tne 
tiee, and afK id ih her to th )ie who Tick pro^^t ^tion undt r it. 
But ibele aie (till only hmiches^ and dcine tncii or cm mJ 
tjhcir nutriment from their common parent, ii ymy hi t 1 1 
and the tree is a tree flill * fhoin mdeevi ol its hotUKir , but 
not, hkc chem, call into file. The kindly (o'^ et nn r t m ly 

go on in all ttijuntl ons u nt lotus or Lommouu'* How WeS 

this to be undeillood ? if the Ling made all the peers, and t le 
fltiiuftcr peniioned all the coon irons, then inked the king 
t«1vou}^ be the common nutrimint of both. Mi Young, who is 
fb partial to the crown, does net ntgltit allo to oive a I oon to 
smother branch of the h giflature. He exempts the members of 
0 ll» Houfe of ComnK)ii'> from all refpQnfibility with refpecl to 
people, and thus frees their (boulders from a mofl uneafy 
^laliden. Other paflages m Mr* Young’s book vvcrc however 
more curious, and flill greater hbe)s on the Bntiih conili- 
^ jtation. He fays, to call the Houfe of Commons the rcpre« 
mjMtatives of the people is a very inaccurate mode of cxprcflion ; 
l|||toy ^ght never tp be called^ by any other name than the 
woufe of CoflunoAs, to diRulguiih them born the Houfe of 
» Lords* 
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Lords. If they were really the reprefentatim of Ae peoplr,' 
they might in "theory be good, or better ; but they woirld^’be 
fomething elfe than what they are.-. B^t reformers Kity,' they 
are corrupted and brilied. If they are bribed imorder*tty .stft 
wifely, it is an argument againft you. If the nature of fucli.aa 
allcmblydemands mbecorrupted,in order to pti •* epubKb 
good, who but a vifionarv can wifti to reinovip Corrupt 5 i 6 n"f . 
Government certainly would have been carried on if . 

honed y alone had prompted the Houfe of Commoratto as 
corruption has induced them.” An unequal reprefeitt^Ofi^ 
rotten boroughs, long pardiamenis, extravagant courts, T 

minifters, and corrupt majorities, arc fo intimately 
with our pra6tical freedom, that it would require better 
cal anatomids than our modern reformers, to Ibeiv, in 
that we did not owe our liberty to the identical eyUs whidi' . 
they want to expunge.” What a {hocIcingVccital^ faid Mh 
Sheridan, and how abominable the condufion h&;|a$ dfairh. ' 
If fucb, indeed, be a juft accoMtit of the flate of tHrf%s, I would . 
rather agree with Mr. the corrupt brandies 

ought to he lopt ofF, than fubfcri|^'^ tb't infamous propofi-i '^ 
tion, that to this very fource of chrfkqptton we are to trace all 
our bleifing?. Speaking ol a parliamentary reform, he fays, 

“ I know well the refult ; corruption would bebnnilbed from 
the conftitution.” “ In comparing the conftitution to a roa- *; 
chine that has gone well for an hundred years, perhaps, it is in- ‘ 
cliflerent whether influence (which thefe reformers calbcorrup^ 
lion) be termed the duft or the ail of the machinb; if it has 
;V)ne well for a century, and feems, while certain wheels are 
half covered with daft, to go better than formerly, I tvould no 
more allow the duft to be bruftied away^ than I would allow ) 
the oil to be removed. Influence, however, is not the duft, , 
but the oiloi the machine; the conftitution nCvcr went for a 
moment without influence,” (clearly meaning,faid Mr. Sheri¬ 
dan, corruption ;) “ and to remove it would be taking away ' 
the oil which has given a century of fmootnncfs.” Mr. " 
Young, who a few years ago was a violent reformer, and even ‘ 
an advocate for what is called French principles, Gentiemen 
fhould underftand had obtained a falary, or penfion of 
per annum under government, and having greafed his pen with' 
the oil of corruption, which he calls influence, he has jifeover- 
cd that it is eiTcntially neceflary to the welfare of the conftitu-r 
tion. 


Dodrines fuch as thefe, Mr. Sheridan faid, abfurd and dcteAii;^: 
table as they were woufld have £a|hed little attention from that f 
Houfe, if it could not be proved tivc authors were in the 

/ 
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'that the dofirmes had been rccom- 
*f i||eiMe(li)y the aSbeiations for^ncd under the aufpices of go- 
p: , VeriJiiic0t; and diis could be proved* ■ It could be proved, 
\ aflihe would undertake to do it'at the bar of the H<'ufe, that 
y pampblets containing fiich principles had bten printed at the 
: and* circulated through the kingdom by focieties 

ph^ronized by government* 7 'he faft was, endeavours were 
;madc to eftabiUh corruption as a principle; that, to ufe the 
words of Mr* Young, “ there was nothing rcpichcnfible in 
Cf^ruptmajorities, fel/ilh miniiters, or e.\tr:iv<'g,.i)t courts, and 
the people ought to coniider thrm asfacred things.*' Ca- 
Vlbrn^tous, indeed, was^the effect that had been proviuerd by 
fueb'dcNfitrmes; public fpirit and public principle were arinihU 
; wd Great Britain prtfented the {(range fight of a nation 

'fuH of private worth, and yet totally deftitute of any public 
^ ^'prit|ci,ple or fpirit# TjiisciTccl was wholly artrlbut cJ to that 
etecrable principle of corruption upon which ihc government 
was carriedfon^ and which would at laft involve it in deftruc- 
tiohi.; - The decay would be rapid ; but the fall would have 
^ no rcfcmblahcc to th*? faltij^^fany other nation. The poilbn 
would have penetrated to tferi' irirais, would have cankered and 
.corroded the heart; and the body would fd.II, inrernally cor- 
^ ■rupted and deftroyed though the mart: and trunk wa^, in its 
Oeu^ward appearand *ftill vigorous and blooming. 

Wkh regard to his motion it might be a doubt how far the 
^qudlion might be confiderat^ as a queftion of privilege j it was 
' fievCrthelefs his intention, in imitation of mode that liad 
been ^opted in the cafe of Dr. Sachevcrel, to move an amend- 
' ment to the motion which he had made on a former day. 
/i'Chat motion hadconhfted of the following words, 

i" - S 

<*That the ft'id pamphlet is a mal’ici'ius, fcandslous, and frditious lib 
r'c<?it^tnlng matters tending; to create jbaloufics acJ dlvtfum*; anutiij majcil/s 
. to aliucate th»:ir aficSJtlons from ()ur prefent happy f irn t.fj:c\crr.- 

;fl[s eftabhfncd in King, Lord^, and Commons .ind to filivcrc the true 
of our free conHiuition, and that the laid pam;»Iilct is a Iiy» breath 
the prllvUcgea of tills Houfj.” 

i," He moved the infertion, tifter the w^ord libel, of the follow- 
r*ing words, “ and higiily reflecling on the glorious revolution.** 
The Sc'/iciicr Generalh'ld,^ heiid not mean to oppofe any 
• Gibing faid by tbp honourable gentleman. He fliould rifk no 
l^pinion on the cafe before him, bccaufe he felt motives of deli- 
^iiciy^hlch i'cftrained If any refolution was entered into 

^8(pl^ing;it in that Huu(e,1th^Anfequcnce W'oald be a profe- 
i^ibttch: therefore geo.tlcincn/wouid fco that li vvoulJ beembar- 

\ ^ raffing 
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raffing and difficult for his learned friend (the Attorj^ Ge¬ 
neral )• or himfelf to declare ^ny fentiments o« tiie uiib|^. . He 
could not, however, abftain from making^ofie oiolRbrvatfoQ)|, 
The honourable gentleman had faid, that at no period was pij-* , 
vate worth more prevalent in the fcvcrnl rlaffi^of thecommu*^ 
nicy. In this he was happy moft iinrerely to concur;-ai the 
feme time he would take the lib'*rty of drawing from it a very J 
different inference from the corclufion of the Jflon, Gentlemoit. 
Bad governments, in bis op.nion, were never fuitedl to tho* 
charafler of virtuous men; and vrherc virtuous men %en? 
found, it afforded noit^different: pro >f of a vir/uous gavernmcfit- ^ 
It* however, the imputation was fuch as ftatei by the honoufa-* ' 
ble j:cntlemaii, he hq^^ed there wpul i bejonly one Va^eoabout it J 
in the country; and that a jury would find a verdiS confar> ’ 
mably to the cafe. SnouUI the Hpufi come to any refolation 
on ir,it would be impoffible for him or his learned friend to 
oppofe tiieir difetetion to the wifJom pf the Houfe. Geatlc- 
men would fee tiiat th'-ir coming to a refolution on it would 
cquiya’entto the confiderations of the Attorney 
clofot. It was obviouflydiis .duty and that pf his learned 
to be oblif^ to examine many pamphlets, and a more'U.n- 
plcafant could not fall upon per^on^ in his iituation* It 
always flrifck his mlnw, :hat it wpuld be/iinproper for the Au 
tornev General addrcls the jury in the wayof giving them, 
any d ^ inftru^tions. If then the l^ule would conftder the^ v 
Cufe j iry, it might be more injury than fctvice to the 
cuLinn. It was his rule to confider fuch perfons fah 

protection; and more* immediately fo, becadffe th® general 
voice w.is ufually againft them. With this impreffion pn his; 
mind, and, at the fame time, confidering that gentlemen might 
not be aware of the delicate fituation of his iearntJ fn^, he 
thought it his duty to alk the Houft^ whether w *»or, in jtheir 
wifloiTi, it would be pro^f to come to anydJrcdt refoluucm on 
the ftibjcd ? His learned friend could well^cak his piind 

in that Houfe upon U. If he fpokc aga^' it, it would 
cipating his judicial proceedings; and if he fpbke againft ttW 
IJoufe coming to a refolution, itpiight n^be proper. On ill' 
hands, therefore, it was right for him to withhold his ojupion, ' 
except this general opinion, that ri:e pamphlet deferved mpror 
bation. ‘ ; ‘ ' ^ ^ 

The Attorn^ General h\dj he tlbo^ed. pndef a feveris in- 
difpofition, but wouljj heverthelefs trouble me, Houfe for 
nnnutes. In what he had t<f fay, he fhould confidtr himfelf 
folely in the capacity of a member of parliament, widiout any 
confideration his fiCuation^as ii^oi>n<^Oeiyeral> . He did ~ 
Vofc. II, 1795. C\ not , 
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' fiypt wi& V> any opinion upon the book, or the parti- 

in ^ueftipn, but merely to fubmit a few general 
Wtovaijlns upon In cy^ry cafe in which he had 

' \ Ci^Ued upon to* profccyte perfons for libels, he had invari-r 
adopted tfiie oondud which had been Ilated by his learned 
‘ &ien3f (the Solicitor- General;) he had always done that 
^ wb|eh, he. &ould do iaJtWs cafe, if it was fent for trial; he 
. ttiQuld fequeft the jury to take the whole of the work under 
. .their conhderatioh, in order to fee if they could, from the whole, 
impute that Intention to the author which w'ould be charged in 
, ;tbe indiv3n;tpnf, becaufe it was not the tiling itfelf, or the effefl: 
-'5 produced by it, but th(6s mind of the party which coniVituted 
thecriine* , If the jur^ Ihould be of that opinion, he Ihould 
him a proper objeiit of puniihment# Indeed, no man 
could ioubt, that if the cpnftrufliori which gentlemen on the 
Other; fide bad put upon this paflage, was that which the 
author meant to convey, then moft unqueftionably it was a 
lilldi 'but upon that point he would not then give hi$ 

wimed at t^e fame time to call the attenliojn of the 
one point, which'was, that he al ways coii|l^ved it an 
unfortunate circurnffance, .when a jury feit themfelvis obliged 
to proivouncc a dilFerent opinion fromr that of tbo Houfe of 
, Qpinpions. However, they v/ere to decide upon the queflion ; 
if he viras ur^rc^ ipprofecuce, lie would diicharge his duty 

th^ if the. writer had expreflld himfdf 
diat th^olicitur General had fpoken, 
there.i^OuldAp longer cxift a neceiSty i9t profeeuting any pam¬ 
phlet, whate-Vff. He agreed in opinion with the Attorney 
Geneva') that.the Houle ought to bp well convinced or the 
criminality of the libel before they diredled a profecution j nor 
fhould proiecutions by ortfer of the Hopfe ever he taken up, 
.^jt^cept upon impomnt.occafions, as die authority of the Cym- 

S s of Great firitaiff might form too great a weight to be 
y refilled by an individual. For the fatbe reafon, and to 
:rve that importaope and weight in the eye of the world, 

. tand eftimatioq of the country, they ought to be extremely cau¬ 
tious how they inllituted a profecution, without the llrongell 
alTurance that it would prove fuccefiful. Neither &ould they 
‘*com> tt} ^ yote of that natuee^ without being fafly convinced, 
t^they w^fc really profecuung the perfon guilty of the libel'. 

• Vor many yeaw there had not been a prolecution for a Hbel^ 

■ te had pot hljfn employed as counfel for the drfen- 

-T %l«^on^rin the’alTertion of the At^ 


apK^jsco 


torne 
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tornejr General rerpefting^the perfect fairnefa'W 3 ni^' 
ings. There had not occurred a Angle 
laying down the law to the jury,^is learned friend did 41 ^ 
truly and honourably ftate wherein it favoured’the aScufed, as'^ 
well as the caufe of the profecutibn; and in bearin^Ahis 
mony, he wifhnd to be underftood, that he meant tq^jnclude tbd, ■ 
condufl of the Solicitor General. He confidered it fiowevjcr 
as little material to the prdent queftion, whether the Attorney 
General proceeded by information, or by preferring a Bill td a 
grand jury; fince the late alteration ^hich toolt.place in tfid ^ 
law oflibds, the jury was allowed fuch a latitude ofd(fcretioii(^ 
that they would only be decided by the evidence which was, 
before them indire£ilyi in the fentence either of innoCehce 6c 
guilt. 

From the tenor of the motion Before the Houfe non canftat^ 
that they fliould proceed by Ordering the Attorney General'll 
profec^uW, they might order the book to be burnt \ th^ 

^pafs a vote ofcerifure oh the libeller j or they might oiraer^’lj^' 

? into the cufrody of their ferjeanc. It Ihpuld, however, 
membered, that the Houfe was not fitting, n'>r could it pteiid 
to fit, on the trial of thejerfon who "was the au^or this . 
libel. He had no hefitation in anticipating what the Wrdi£^ 
of a jury would be upon this cafe when before them j But, after 
all, that verdiA muft depe(|d on the evidence produced 
trial. Were he not fully convinced of the criminality of tW 
libel, he would not at any time, andf^rtiCiilarry in ^ ihitjft 
of term, be attending in his placed torecornmend a cfrofi^tlfron 
for a libellous publication : to Mr. Redyes perfcmaliy be had 
no enmity whatever. It wouid not become him to do fo in 
his capacity ofamember«of parliament; andinhls profeilional 
charader it would bccogoe him frill lefs; bn the prdent occa- 
fion he afted folely from*the impulfe of Ms duty. The Houfb, 
could not but fee the attack that was made upon its authority { 
they did not however yet know what defence the accufrJ migte 
fet up; what plea ofisjnorance, Vrhat proof of miftakc, anijp ^ 
ufea profeilional phrafe, he might be acquitted upon ekc|il^ ' 
tory evidence deh9fs of the law. The prefent motion did not 
comprehend the whole of the pamphlet; it embraced only a 
Angle pafTage of it, in which it was aolerted that ^‘^be kingly 
government n:\ay go on^ in all itV'fiin^lion^ without lords or 
commons Toat a kingly governnient ^ on in ihis 
country was true, but it was not the monarchy of Great jSri* ^ 
tain which could fo go on; ,and were, he the advocate for the 
defendant; that was not the grourllii^hich be lbbi4^j[j|kc his^^ 

V * \ ' . ^defend? 
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as that alio im{iUed the total dcftru£Hon of our coxw 

It would be a better defence to allcdgc, that the paffage was 
wtftten 09 a fi^poikion that the au^ority of the monarch 
might |be exerciied in re^d*toall the Ia<\|rs that had previoufly 
^ teen ^aded during the diflblution, or during the fjjfpenfion 
the fittings of the other branches of the legilTaturc. Would 
ai^ man, however, who meant to egnvey this fentiment, have 
ilfed the term Idppcd off,'* which could not on any con- 
^H^dion be confidercd as a luppofition ? As well might it be 
that,^ after tw# large branches were lopped off from 
' ai tree, and thrown into the nre, they fhould again arife, and 
^ ^ite themfelves to the parent ftock. 

' If dtis had been a cafe fimilar to that pf the King v^r/us 
Stockdale, he confefled, be*woul(} have been more ferupu* 
lOus in giving his confent that the Houfe Ihould award a pro- 
Ibciitioiiv^^ If A was written, not againit the Houfe as a 
pitittof Alje conftitution,* hut as edmpofed of individual mem* 
wi^^ tbe Houfe would ftand in a delicate fituacion. Smarting 
under dhe lafli of calumny, and feeling with acutpnefs, the 
phonal indignity offered to their ebara^r, he was afraid, 

‘ diat they might point their vengeance \yith too much heat, 
9^ Aat filch a mafs 6f influence might overpower a folitary 
l^vidual. In the prefent inllance^ the attack was made, not 
Ae Houfe as individually con^ofed, but upon the Houfe 
Cdil^lVely, as.ia branchy of the legiflature. In that view oi 
»cvhiry'pet^^ in the kingdom had an equal 
iliterafc mvkidij^adng th^ inffitution by which they hold their 
right <b freedom with^<|njr member of the Houfe of Commons. 
'I^efe confideratiohs induced him to travel through one of 
the moft dull, de({)icable, and miferabfe performances that ever 
he had been • doomed to read. Exckifive of the paragraphs 
;ihat bad been read by bis Honourable friend, it faid, that the 
> Whigs have been uniformly in a conrpiracy to introduce Re- 
publicqpifm. If he could have believed it iona fide to be 
I^IOshing more .than a*fet of fpeculative opinions, he never 
i^itld have regarded it with any other feeling than that of 
contempt; but, the objeft erf the writer too clearly was to 
r calumniate the Revolution of 1688, and to decry and degrade 
thofe glprtous privileges which our anceflors obtained, as the 
{mrd-earned fruits of many a lengthened ftruggle. He had no 
helicon, for his own part,, however, Jn calling it a foul and 
^.^andlifeas libel, and in bh opinion were the Houfe to decline 
coring a profecaSon,* thev^uld* be equally wanting in their 
^diity to IlmIUtres and ta^ir /onftitLcnts. And even fup« 

poftng. 
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poHng the author to be acquitted, the acquitdtl would not at 
allreflc£t difcrcdit upon the Houfc, as they were unacquainted 
with the modes of defence which the party profccuted might 
adopt. When a jury was impannfjlled to try this cafe, and 
faw the attack upon the conftltutioa ftated iti the indi£lment^ 
they muft, he was convinced, feel themfelves involved as pir- , 
ties in the libel as well as the Houfe of Commons., whidi or¬ 
dered the profecution. For thefe reafons,he ihould concur in 
the vote for a profecution.- 0 

The Solicitor Gn.ui al faid, he did not mean to fay one iVord 
on the propriety or impropriety of adopting the rcfoluticwi. 
licfore the Houfe. He did not wilh to throw any obftaclc in 
the way of Gentlemen to prevent their agreeing to itj but 
(IxQuld it be thought fit to profecute the author, he and his 
learned Friend would exert themfelves to carry the determi¬ 
nation of the Houfe into effed. 

The Secretary at IVar faid^ he had learnt from experknce, 
that when he rofe to deliver his opinion in that Houfe, it 
neceflary to do it with caution and cifcunafpecllan. He bad >' 
generally endeavoured to do fo, and when tlie queftton at 
pr dent before the Houfe was firft intrcduced, he thought 
he had done fo; but though he had given the moft ex-^ 
plicit explanation of his meaning, he acvcrthelefs Taw,, a 
dilpofition, .even that night, in Gentlemen^ to over that 
explanation^, and to revive what his words on that occafion 
would not bear, either in logical or .grammatical coRlfruj^on. 
There feemed to be a fort of vitaEty in mifreprefciitation, that 
nothing could deftroy, when he conceived that it waslcxtinil,. 
it rofe again into life, like the expreffion of the acquitted 
felons • in ^ the debate of the night before, an Honourable 
Friend ot his had doi\i juftice to the fentimenc he had deit-« 
vered upon a pallage of the Pamphlet in queftion,^yet, to Ihew 
the ftrong abfurdity of their remarks upon it, Gemkaien had 
perfifted in their own interpretation, as if no fuch explanation 
had been made. 

He begged leave to fay, that lie never would be deterred 
from delivering his opinion, upon whatever fubje£f, by fudi 
mode of condud,* although he might endeavour ^to bar the 
confcquence:! of mifreprefentations as well as he could 3 yet he 
would endeavour, in what he (hould fay further upon the 
jeit, to make it impoflible^ for him to he mhunder&ood, with-* 
out a compete and barefaced facnfice of truth and julVtce. 
Since he firft gave his fentiments upon it, he faid he had dcU* 
berated a good deal to Hnd, w'hcth^r, from akcratioa in his 
judgment, from his ownVrcd^^pns, or the ai^uineius of 

1 \ othcis 
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he ccHiidi 3 ifcover caufe to alter his fentiments; but ddi- 
"feaSitiori fiad only cohfir^oed what he then advartced, upon the 
ifnpreil^on of the cafe* And he had little more to add to 
iWhat he fiad then fajd, but that he.was confirmed in the con- 
, jfident peifuafion of its innotence, rather than a diftindt appro- 
* batten of the dod^rine laid down in the paflageof the Pamphlet 
•^which^haJ been quoted* Thepaflage did not, in his opinion, 
cqtitain the dgetrme ^rired to it by gcjftfemcn on the other 
fidei^ .And he muft Kike the liberty lo make ^ few obferva- 
tipi^ ti^nthe dodlrinc of libels in general. On^of the con- 
fiierations was, firft. Was ^hc allegation falfe? Second, ad- 
'*fnitting it to be lb, i 3 id the author think it at the time he af- 
, jetted it ? Gentlemen fliould confidcr alio, that this was not 
an opimon delivered upon a common and fettled fubjefl:, hut 
one coflfellbdly of great obfcurity, refpecting which*, various 
auid tohtrary opinions were held, not by ignorant and uiiin* 
formed men> but by perfons of acknowledged judgment in 
, JaMTlnd pediticks. 

- ' 7 'hcrewasnotb’nginh!sop'nion,fimpJyconfidcrcd,thatCQuId 
jirftlfy this cxtrsvagance of cenfure, otherwife than as it was 
coimecli^d with fome praftical confequcnce. Sul^e(Sls*of the 
foiture of that quoted, were ufualiy confidercd as proper to 
be left to the fpeculation of the learned and curious •, and no 
gendemarl need be told, that,, ill fubjefls relative toconftitu- 
tionai hiftory, and the theories of government, the difficulty 
' neas to find any fource of agreement. It was no eafy matter 
^ find two men of learning and fenfe, who would agree 
Vpon the fame definition of the conftitution of this country. It 
iras well known that many peoplle differed from Mr. Hume, 
that Mr. Hurtie and Adrs. Miicaukiy differed from each 
yet it^iievenwas in contemplation toproiecu;c cither of 
^ them for their different definitions. 

Suppofmg-that writers opinions on Tuch ful^^cits were at¬ 
tended with practical bad conlequeirccs, yet the*auth9r might 
•-;Jf|Ot*fee thofc rd'uiis 'nmfdf, and'the gentlemen on the otner 
‘ilde had taught him to enquire whether they were publilhcd 
fid:. He did not depend upon this reftridtion: they 
" might confidcr ir, however, as dodh inc which he might have 
;bccafion to refort to. . It was unncccirary to go at length into 
rplhe diicuffion; to all candiJ minds^ the fair interpretation of 
/ tlhepalldge, he thought, exempted* it from the implication 
’S^^^^arged upon the intention of the writer. Indeed, it could 
' be fo aferibed l>y thp moft tpiferable of all quibbles j* a 
q[uibble upon IbbjrflsTefined^ ^wnfclvcs, and claiming for 
Vstftiii re^iTon a larger latitudeintejmretation than was .iftbrdc^ 
by afoolifli fori of ihceipiccol poveny or chica*ie* 

. suld 
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^nd calculated for other objefts. When.they,came to a 
matter fo difficult as the conititution of LngUnd in the ab* 
ftrad, a coiilHtution of a great country of amazing elafircity, 
and conrequent modificutbn under tliffei^nt ciTu:rgencic9^ whaf 
was it hut the highcit iibfurdity and foljy, to trpit fuch a fpe- ^ . 
Cttlation like acaufc in* acii.ninal coprt, cotKlu^lcd by anaU 
toniey, with the aid of a fpecial pleader and his witneffes ? 

Points of law, the Secretary at War faid^ demai.ded one 
mode of confideration, points of fcienci^ anp.thcr. It was one 
thing to c:;plain mathcnuuics anotlier to developc political 
truih. In alt writings on government, the evil’'tendency;, 
citliernear dt remote, fiiotilu be attended co. In the theories 
and hiftory of goveriiineht, a*varitty'of opinions would pre- ‘ 
vail, as they had at all times prevailed. 'I'o tiace the origin *. 
of government, like every ui.itr faittorical rffoareh, would 
ad.iiic of a variety of opinions. Anticjuarics and • hifto^ 
ri'ans confefled the difficulties of tracin r fobiei-fs of /ihat 
iiature to rheir fountain head. Wi^h reg.m] to ihofe thceSrrifts . 
wl'.o had employed thdr pens on the ipbjcC's of gOveennitht^ 
they liad moff pf them adopt.'d different modes of attiiivnjj 
the moft perfect fccKlwlcclge of the beft 1;, i\ *-is. , ’ v , ^ 

In the esfamiiiiition of a work, fuch as ne tlujn allu !ed to,, 
a neceflary qacAioii was, what was the g ner.il idea rriullliig 
from the whole? Admitting one paiiage to be exceptionable, 
the next enquiry i^ugfit & bt;, what otner paiiages viught to be 
COohdered in^a different way ? Then theyilmuld proceed to 
examine the peculiar object of the felcdicd^pnfft^cj^-and fo ke^ 
whether it were a lapte m the author from thej^etierd/pint of' 
his w'ork, or what motive was Hkefy' to hawc*"induced 

him to compe^fe it. 'Unlefs ftich a Ubetal tnyePiig^ti^n of 
were adopted, no ma'i could be expected to tieat a Aiiyedt of 
inch dihiciiky as the nice and Carciu! analyHs of theJiritifo^ 
coufiitiiiioii wi:ii fairnefs. ' 'i'o tbe reading of fuch works an 
enl.vi gcd ndnal fhould &e applied* astd it foould be examined 
with icjmeih ng of the fpirit with which it was writtoin. Pre-^ 
niifing thi«, lie would read again the pafi'age, and affign tn<? 
rcafons which induced him toaffjrt that, it contained nothing, . 
not included and juflifieJ by the knowm and recognised lawi' 
of the land; and that alfo according to the conitiuSion pujt 
upon them by the foundeft lawyers atid the molt correiSt 
writers. He would therefore jexamine" it part by part, aiKl 
confided the dependence ot caqh upon the other, and the con- 
current effeft of all j like foiiK* nice machine, (a watch, for in 
mftance,) from which, it was evident, that if any part Ihould'" 
be^uken, the lun^lions of^fee t^ibolc mu|l li'e neceffduly 

' ^ ^ ' perfeA' 
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Vet that piece of toechanirm, or any other, was 
H|Htt^»not^more cjcltcate nor more complicate than the con- 
this copntry* 

** If&iaid, h( had lieard a varieiy of contradidory ideas from 
^ gttitlemcii on the other fide the noule; when they had taken 
^tirne, and given themfelvcs the trouble to fettle them, he 
ibould be g a^l t6 know how tliey could he brought to agree 
with each other. He had mentioned, as a point of fa£t, that 
the King certainlv bad exided independently of the Lords 
end Com non*? He is t ]d that the fail was not fo. he 
ihould bt ^lad to receive h^ftorjcal proof of that afler^ion. 
G^itlemcn had aiked whether thp /enolution in 1688 made 
BO a frerence in the fyjftem cf the monarchy ^ His anrw«-r was, 
nope at all. it was falfe to aiLrt, that tne King iince that 
era reigned more by the choice of his fubjedts th^n he had 
done before it and the writer, who ihould broach opinions 
fo extravagant and mifchicvous, was a much iitte*- \^.,ct of 
Ae potjce ^f tjic Houfe, and *n h s i. 1 ic, a 01 ^ worthy of 
profecotioft,^ than the autho* ui the pamphlet then under con* 
iIdtration« * 

Afttr having, vtith fuch a laxity of deeifion, reprobated the 
principle of the book, Oentlemcu next applied to theferu- 
t«ny of metaphoi , a curious fubjedt, and more worthy a court 
of cnticifm, thin a kgiflative auembly: be muft further ob- 
ierire,,ahat there was a flight miftake in the examination of 
ibis metaphor, becauie when tbe branches were cut off, it was 
not juft to term thofe the (ame that fprong from the fame part 
of the trunks they^ were other, and different, ard t . con¬ 
founding them in ^e manner he tiad remarked, bttiaycJ a 
dcic(cncy of knowledge of naturgl philoTophy. 

He read the paflage fo often quoted,* aod dtflrcJ to know 
whether, except the King and thofe appointed b) h m, there 
Wae any thing butthefe adjunAs, whjch were f bf(Lv) and 
oci<?afmml ^ Gentlcrren, he believed, could not object to ihe 
term fuhiidiary, and as to that of occafional, the rcccfs of 
parliament proved it at once, and (hewed undeniably that the 
executive government could go on m full vigour, without the 
branches alluded to in the metaphor. There was nothing, 
tbereioie, in the pr<*pofition that was not true and legal. The 
author next niaint ined, that “ the King's po^erwas fub* 
/hnttiH:** what objedion could that excite, as it was 4 pro* 
mincm and udm red principle of the conflatutiom 

T hofc two adjundls of paiJiament and juries, Aklthe Wfiter, 
Isre fubfidiary and occafional * but pr King's power is a fub* 
ibuitivovone, always vifibleantf a^ve.. By Jus officers, and 

/ f ^ 
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Jn his namei every thing is tranfafled, that relates to 
peace of the realm, and the protection of the fubjefl. ( 

fubjeCt fcejs thf?, and acknowledges with thankfulitefs aifup^it^ 
intending fovereignr)r, which alone is congenial with fen^ * 
time nts and temper of Engliibmen. In finci the government 
of England is a monarchy. 

Would any Gentleman fay that aflertiort was a fallacy ? 

He was aware there were perfons who fet up doCtrincs Aat 
®thc King was no part of the conftitution, The copfti.ary^ 
however, was fo unalterably true, iha‘, J I J: .he ni^ 
jiarchy might remain in vigour aodjactivi j without the other 
branches, the branches could rot remain aiingl^minute 
out the fovereign. Although the co-ordinate parts were fin- 
ccrely reverenced by EngUflimen, monarchy waji neverthelels 
the firft in their thoughts; becaufc monarchy was permanent^ 
while the others were variable. 

Thus far then they had advanced into the fiubjeft without 
much (lifpute; they next enme to the figure and metaphor. 

‘‘ The monarch is the ancient flock from which ha^^e fprung 
- thofc goodly branches of the Icgiflature^ the LorJt and Com¬ 
mons. But thefe are flill only branches, and derive their ori¬ 
gin and nutriment from their common par ntj they may be 
lopped off, and the tree is a tree ftill; (horn indeed of its • 
honours, but not Vtke them cajl into the fire^ With this laffc 
extraordinary expreffion he fhould have little trouble; it was 
evidently calculated for thofc to whom tlie book-was addrefieJ, ^ 
rind would be readily underflood. He would immediately^ 
therefore, proceed to the only part which gave the flighted 
colour to the charge brought againft the pamphlet. i he 
kingly government may go on in all its functions without 
l.ords or Commons; it has hitherto done fo for years to¬ 
gether; and in our time^ Ir does fo every recefs of parliamenr: 
b'it without t! e King, hit parliament is no'more. The 
King, therefore eUne it is^ W'ho neceflarily fublitts, without 
change or diminution; and from him alone we unccafingly 
derive the protciftion of law and government. 

He w'ould firft fet himfelf right on the charge of quibble. 
He certainly had not fpoken of monarchy in the abftradt, when 
he defended it on a former night; be meant the kingly go¬ 
vernment in England. To confider the text in the firfl part, it 
was ambiguous, and in the fecond it was incorrect. Firft, 14 
ambiguous. The author might mean ^ the mon.aichy the whoic 
conftitution of the govofnment. The kingly government, 
without Lords or Commd^s, undoubtedly might fubfifl ; buC 
when he faid in all its /ewif?/wjXj^unq(lcftionably ihc cxprciEoa 
Voi. II. 1795, . ^'D wa^ 
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K. was I'naccurate; that it would be fo in the opinion of the au- 
theyr himfdfvwas evident in the pamphlet two pages preceding 
page I r, where he exprcfsly ftates, that^** the king can enaft 
no" laws without the advice and eonjent 6 f the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, who are in feme (brt counfcllors of his own 
chu&ng, but alfo of the commons in parliament alTeinbled,’^ 
Therefore it was not ftriclly true, phiiofophicatly fpcaking, 
thit it might fubfift in all its funefiot/s, as laws cannot be enacEl-. 
ed without the other branches fubAfting with the fovereign ; 
i$ nolefs an abfurdity than to talk of a man’s feeing who had loil: 
his eyes. But in ail the ocher fundions, except thofe ot the 
legiflature anS thofe of juries, it unqueftionably is true that the 
monarchy may go on without them. 

He next referred to the allufion to Charles the Ift. to fliew 
the truth of the alTertion, and flill more obvioufly again to the 
rccefles. “ But without the king his parliament is no more,” 

Is not this true, and fufficient ground to write the above upon 
conftitutional principles ? So thorougly convinced was he of 
the innocent intentions of the author, that he would as foon put 
his hand in the fire, as fay he adopted the conftrudions of the ^ 
other fide of the Houfe; he (hoiiid violate the convidion of his 
own mind. And he begged the Houfe to relied, that it wa^ 
not fufficient to fend this matter to a jury, becaufe gentlemen 
thought the charge probable; it was unfitting, and difgraceful 
to the Houfe, to fend it to a jury, if their decifion was, in the 
Icaft likely to be againft them. They fent their charge ge¬ 
nerally, tbough their judgment ftood hypothetically. 

From theie conlidcrations, the Secretary at Warfaid, he 
earneftly deprecated tlie referring i’uch a quefiion to their 
judgment; and fhould give his vote ngainff the refulutiori 
moved by the honourable gentleman,^(IVIr. Sheridan.) 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, that whatever differ¬ 
ence of opinion there might exift bctv.een his right honourable 
friend and himfelf, rcrpccting;'’the fubjects contained in the pam¬ 
phlet, it w^as matter of thc.greateit latisfadlion toconfider that 
no one coulJ poffibly imagine his hon. friend more inclined to 
one branch of the conftitution than any other. 'Flic folc ob- 
jed, therefore, for him to confider, was, what was the true 
conftrudion of the palTages in queftion. And he (hould pre- 
niife, that if tliey confidered the nature of the Britiili govern¬ 
ment, it was, that, their derived their honour, their happinefs, 
and the fccurity of property and principle, from the three 
branches which conftituted the mrted and limited monarchy 
of this country; each of whicl^tiyas equally elTentiai, and 
without which either would jjie obvioufly leflcned of its virtue 



Keir. z6.] WOODF ALL'S PAR fSi AMENT ARY REPORTS. 19 

and authority. Hovir Far .this pamphlet did upon the lace of it 
bear this imprcflion, dr how iar, by fair and liberal con ^ruc¬ 
tion, it could be faid^ upon examination, to convey this idea, 
it was foi;^ the wifdom of the I loufe to determine. 

Ill the interval between the firft reading and the prcfcnt dif- 
culfion, he had refledled upon its contents ; an.!, from evc^ 
confideration he had been able to give the (ubjcct, he confefu 
%d he was induced to draw a conclufion directly different from 
that of his right honourable friei^d. He would firft remark, 
that he difagrecd Antir* ly from him in the ruVe of Gonftruction, 
that he had laid down; namely, that it was not fuificient 
ground for them to fend any libellous matter to ajjurv, if any^ 
other conftruvhhon than one could be put upon it. he denied 
the admiftion of any fuch reftraiiit upon the conduft of ptrlia- 
ment. They would undoubtedly be free, upon j:Iicir general' 
fenfe of the pailage, to ftatc the matter as iu tlicir opimoa of- 
fem'ive and therefore proper for profecution; and tfie jury 
would then exercife their judgment agreeably to the principle 
and tne practice of the law of England : they were to deter- 
mine only what conftrudtion the palfage warranted. Still lefs 
could he agree with bis right honourable friend, when he faid 
tliat It Ihould be feen whether there were a.iy contradictory 
dvictrines in the work to qualify and reftriwt the oftenfive para- 
grnp/i. It muft be judged cf in its foie, as well, as in its col-, 
lateral fenfj an author ofreditiousor libellous matter ought to 
find no refuge or defence in his own intonfiftency. 

Ha^l .g read o^er the words of the pamphlet, the Chancel¬ 
lor of ihehxh quer faid, he was ready to admit, with his right 
honourable friend, that there were contradictory paflages in it 
they by no means howeves in his opinion went the length of 
Ihcwinij, by fair inference, that the pafT^e alluded to did not 
convey the meaning attributed to ^ They might, indeed, 
afford a ground ot argument to a counfcl emplo)ed in his de¬ 
fence j but, in the impartial co.iaderation wnich that Houfe 
fliould give them, they would appear only as inconfillencics, 
which might, perhaps, create louiC cunfufion, but by no means 
tended to qualify the afl’cTtions complained of. Whai was it 
that the author of thi» book co itended for, and what was the 
defence fet up for him? Was it to be maintained that, ac¬ 
cording to the conft it ution of this country, the king could go 
on and exercife the functions of governmen: without parlia¬ 
ment? He would! not flop to ti.quire what a king night do, 
if both Houfes of Parliament were Topped ofFj but he would* 
not hefitaCc to fay, chat he could notrix* a conltitutional king; 
and chat, from the moment the two Honils of Parliament 

\ D 5^ ‘ ^ ccafed 
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cfafed to be integral parts of the conftiti^bn) moment the 
foiiftltution would ceafe to cxift. If the King did continue 
to govern, it muft be by a power totally jiew to the conftitu- 
tion j as much fo as if it were contended that a Houfe of 
Commons alon*e could cxercife the fuo£i:ions of all the 
branches of the conftitution, and yet that cbnfliturion re* 
main entile. ' . 

In confidering the original government of England, whe¬ 
ther monarchy did firft fubiift, was a queftion undoubtedly 
involved in confidcrable difficulty. He was Very far, however, 
from acquiefeing'in the opinion, which had beVn ffyled an 
hiftorical fufl, that the monarchy of K;igl.ind had never ex¬ 
ited T^ithout being tempered in fonic proportion or'ofiier by 
the dttccks and the participation in the government of the 
other ortieis.* UnJoubredly the conftitution of our Saxon 
anceftors had fjffcred interruption from the violence of the 
K^orman ennquefl:, and the feudal innovations, which weie 
its confcquenccs, and became engrafted on its ancient cuf- 
toins i bur, in hts mind, from the colleflive refult of all his 
lefearches into the fubje£I, ihe root of tl>c popular branches 
lay much deeper than the parliamentai y repte'eiuation. 

His right honourable fiicnJ had compared the author to a 
man taking nway n .rt of a machine, in order to fee the effect 
of thfi remain r" the works. With a machine, liich an 
experiment be (;unous; but when a man fet liboutto 

enquire what part of a mixed govermnent nvglu betaken 
away, the enquiry at beft woul^ in his opthion, bu ufcki's; 
if, by {hewing that one part might be taken away without 
injury to the others, it had a tendency to recommend a 
pra6^ical experiment, tlien indeed if would ccafc to be merely 
ufelcfs, and would begin to be criminal. 

To point out one braii^h of the conftitution as Icfs impor¬ 
tant than the others, was without all doubt criminal ; yet that 
wns the very thing which the author of the pamphlet had done 
in fpeaking of the twohoufesof parlian'*^nt. The reafomng 
in the book did not merely go to fay, that if, in confcqueni c 
of a foreign iiwafion, apcftilcnce, or any other extraordinary 
event, the parliament was prevented fiom fitting,*that then in 
that interim the King might cxercife the fun» 51 :ions of govern¬ 
ment; fuch reafoning as that would be true; but the author 
fpokc not of a temporary interruption to the funeffions of par¬ 
liament, but of limpid Off totally.'^ 

In faying that the* King could go on alone, whether the 
author meant that the King (hould noffefs the legiflative power 
or not, he conceived him to be eqiplly v/rong. If the King 

' was 
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was fuppof^ to have the power of makirtg laws, then a total 

iiibverfion anc} Jeftruftion of the conftitutioh. muft be pre- 
ftinied. If it was fuppofed that the King had not the legifla- 
tive p6wer, in that cafe the pofition was equtlly wrong and, 
abfurd; becaufc a revifioh of the conduct (»f the executive 
government formed a part of the exprefs duty belt ptivi- 
lege of parliament; and it was abfuid to talk of the King hav¬ 
ing the foie governtnent veiled in him, and yet not poirefs the ‘ 
power of making laws. 

Upon thefe grpun's muft d jclnre, that he thought the 
conftru^lion which hit* right hon'^»urab!e friend lu'd put ^Jpori 
this pamphlet was crron^-ijus, and that the real meaning was 
a doftrin.e incompatible with the cxilrcnce of the co .ftiiution 
of Great Kritain. 

The writer who infinuat d the independence of ar/y part of " 
the conftipition, oponlhe w 'oL^ and argued tot the pollibility 
t)f their feparation^ cle*>rvc(i n his judgment marked cenfmr, 
and his docltines the ftronge !■ t'lfapprobation. If, therfe'ore, " 
the w:f(Jom of the Houfe tnould prp?r.>u!’''c :hr paaiphict to 
be of that defeription, they would decid * aoc'.>ri H»v 

fliould himfelf from conviillon, vote Ini jrwoluL.oi.s wh*ch 
had been nioved on the fubje^f. 

Mr. Gurtenay (aid^ he iiopcd his li^^ht honourable fn'enJ, 
(Mr. Windham,) after hearing the un*.iU’Aerah!e argumc.K c>f 
his right honourable colleague, wou'd vote th^ bock in quef- 
tion to-be what it really was, a fcandalous libel, glarin?Jy in- 
jurii;us and calumnious to the co:iii;tution, as conijlbng of 
Ivir.y, I/(?rds and Commons. The pamphlet afferted, mat 

7 'he commemoration of the revolution cannot lounJ agrt-e^ 
able in the cars of the Sovereign ; that to nim it muft convey 
lome infmuaiionof reproach.*’ What was this, but to declare 
that he holds his crown by fqme hereditary indcfcafible right, 
andcpcndcnl of the will and approbation of his pcopk r Wiut 
was itbut a libelon the fucceflion of the Iloute of Hanover,' 
and on the monarch who fills the throne ol tneib kingti*.‘,if ?- 
The right honourable gentleman (Mr, VVindham) havi I.ii'.l, 
that many paflages in Mr. Hume's Hiftory, and in t wor^.-s 
of Other pvditic^ writers ol admitted abiiiiy migiit be r.nlar- 
able, as they held out diflbrent opinions upon conftiriiiional 
fubje^ls; Mr. Hume, however, fays, notwithttanding nis 
partialities, that ‘‘ many important queftioas have been i.,eci f* 
iTiincd in fevourof liberty, and efpecjaily by that great pre¬ 
cedent of depofing one King, and placing a nev/ larnily oa 
the throne; that this had given Vuch an afcendancyro tlm- 
popul^ power, as V> put that quefiion beyond all coiuiovcilv." 
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: Hnme faid much to the fame cfFciSl as Dr. Price did^ 

‘f?^,tlbat his m^jefty reigns by the voice of hi§ people.” The right 
honourable gentleman baitdecLred, that it would be abfurd to 
r ftate the privilege of parliament as a matter of queftion •, and, 
;in conhnnation of his opinion, had laid down many nice 
‘'^diilin£iions. Such an argument reminded him of a Jefuit| 
who would undertake to prove tranfubAantiation by the doc- 
pf equation. The pamphlet, Mr, Courtenay faid, ad- 
. vanced a new and dangerous doflritvf* viz. ‘‘ That Kingly 

f eWeinment may go on in all its funcllons, without cither 
/ords or Commons ; and that the Eerds and Coni^nons de¬ 
rived their exilience and authority fiom the King” With- 
^Ypm^ubmitting that qucAicn to the fociety of Arts and Scien- 
or even to thar Board of Agriculturs, under whom Mr. 
Arthur Young holds fo conlpicuous a place, he \’oulJ rather 
iv;,appeal to the judicious author of the Sp'rit of Law:, (MoiH 
tefqilieu) who faid, ihat “ wdioi'^evcr read the Treatifc of 
* Taa^ on the mannirs of the Germans, would find that, he 
feid, De minorij2:s rehus prindpts confulta^it^ dc inajorihus om- 
nes. Hence, they would fee, that the Englifli had taken the 
idea of their government from that authority, and that the 
beautiful fyftem of the Britilh conftitution and government 
was firft invented in the woods of Germany.” To afTert 
that the Lords and Commons derived all their funflion^ 
from the ciown, was furely, .tnoft unconfiitutional do(^rine. 
Not under the Saxon, or evea the Norman line had any fuch 
doSrine prevailed, during the latter period, the EngUfh al¬ 
ways claimed .the rights they enjoyed under the Saxon go¬ 
vernment, though they were nut always fuccefsful in tneir 
. claims. ' 

A:I feAs were ridiculed in the publications that were not 
always the moft compliant with the maxims of arbitrary 
- governments. Mr. Hume, neYerthcIefs, had not been afliain- 
^ been for ihc Putrians in the 

Vi'cign of Elizabeih, every fpark of liberty would have been 
Oxtinguidied in England; it was the fame fpirit which fup- 
ported and ellabJifhcd the fucceffion in the Houfe of Hanover. 

. And though tntfe fedts arc fligmatized under the pretence of 
^cal for the church, yet the grand reafbii was on accouiiLof 
' uniform zeal for the caufe of liberty. The pamphlet 
? .difleminated arbitrary principles, as if our liberties could he 
under an unlimited monarchy. No wonder iffucli 
; perfons flood forth as advocates for the proferibed houfe of 
:^^Stuart, and ventured on a vindication of the principles for 

.. which 
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which that family was juftly expelled.- It was no great diffi¬ 
culty to aferibe the paroxyfms of their zeal for loyalty to it# 
true motives, as well as their attachment to the arbitrary 
meafures of minifters; both proceeded from the fame princi¬ 
ples which attached them to the caufe of the houfe of Stuart. 

Mr. Courtenay took occafion to notice a performance re- 
commenck^d by certain Bilhops, (faid to be written by Mr« 
Whitaker) ftadng, thslt there was no legitimate government 
but that which was derived from Adam; .that he was cbe'hrfl: 
aiilimited monarch ; that the primogeniiure of Cain entitled 
him to a (bare of the government, and that there was not fuch 
a great criminality in Caines killing his brother^ on account 
ot his fuperior ri^t to a (hare of the government) &c. He 
had heard that one Bifhop (the Bifhop of Rochefter) 
particularly recommended this performance in a letter to his 
clergy, and perhaps it was afcribcable to that circumftance 
that he had been treated with fo lirtle dignity lately 
epifcopal city, 'I'hepamphlet before the houfe, dull'as irwas 
in its compoficion, contained dodtrines that were abfurd, and 
principles that were bigotted. It dimly (hone from the bor¬ 
rowed luftre of a treatife wTitten by a man 'f the moft cele¬ 
brated parts and luxurious fancy, and was evidently a produc¬ 
tion from the ichool of Filmer. He had little doubt, in his 
own mind, but that Mr. Reeves was the author ; it breathed 
his language, his fpirit, and his principles ; and he could only 
impute it to the right honourable geiuieman’s pcrfonal friend- 
ihip for that individual, that fo much had been laid by him in 
his vindication. If that honourable gentleman rcaljy knew the 
author, he hoped he would point nim out, that he might re« 
ceive hi^ merited reward. 

Mr. lyUbetforce faid, •that if they confidered the cbarafler 
and fituation of the fuppoM author of the pamphlet, it could 
not be viewed as a deipicable performance, and the refolutions 
mt that Houfe would add to its importance, it was with 
much I'atisfaAion chat he had attended 10 the two fpeeches of 
his learned friends ; but he confefled tiiat fatisfaclion was al¬ 
layed by the fpecch which he had heard from the right honour¬ 
able gentkman (Mr. Windham) who, perhaps, iiad gone a 
little farther than he ought to have done, in defending a 
man whom he might think loyal and deferving. He hoped 
that gendemen would coafider the fubjed according to tf»c 
truetfrincipies of the conftitiltion. In adhering to thefe, he 
fliould himfelf be lead to combat fome of that rigric honouiable 
gentleman’s expofitions. He had argued, as if it wjs a matter 
of fnbcle enquiry, to lind out the exact meaning of the author 
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pamphlet; the plain quefiioni to his mind» waf)^not 
. what a nice iogician might, or might nor^, extort from it> 
but what the ienfe of certain palfages reallj iu^as, Compared 
' with the context, the'gezieral drift of the ^rformanicei and 
the imprcdion which the perufal was likely to maJce 
oft the generality of readers. He fbould therefore dccliftc 
filtering on a nice enquiry, as to the' pfccifc meaning of par* 
^ ttcular exprcii'on^.: be r;. marked that the tight hftiiotirablc^ 
gentleman had f ;.nd out wbat made in fayour of the 
author, more than w !i it made againft him. Jn the ^aAage fo 
frequently quoted, liicre appeared to him fbmething clearly 
uncondirational; the <'.uthur confidered the component parts 
of the conftitution, as if they could bedifjointed, as if one part 
could furvive the extinclion of the others ; how far, or for how 
long a pericxl, this might take place, he knew not; but he was 
he faid fully convinced chat if a diijun£iion ever took place 
there was an end of the Britifh conftitution, each branch of it 
being infcparably conneded v'ith the others. He appealed, in 
illuftration of ti*is fad}, to the days of Charles I. The three 
component parts of our conftitution were fo blended and affimi* 
lated in one inicparable eftence, that they were incapable of be¬ 
ing detached. He denied that the kingly government could 
fuhftft independent of parliament; it was from the votes and 
grants of that Houfe, that the crown derived its ftrength, its 
afSftance, and its fupplies. ^ 

Mr. Wilberforcc difeufled the pradlical efFedl: which the 
publication was calculated to produce, and infifted that it was 
likc'iy to do mifehief, by detaching the aftedtions of the people 
* from that which they ought all to cherifti as an objedt of 
prc^otiud veneration and efteem ; and more cfpecially con- 
liderinj the prefent circumffanccs ©f the times, he thought 
it was likely to produce greait pradlical harm without 
the time’v' interference cf that Houfe. in looking over 
the pamphlet, he faid a fort of ridicule appeared to him 
to be applied to the conftiiution; in prqxxtion however, 
as • it was his ardent wi/h to fecure the conftitution, 
his endeavours to prevept^ any man from alienating the* af- 
fe(?ions of Britons from the love of it, fliould be unremitting., 
If ever there exifted a time when it particularly behoved the 
Houfe of C ommons not to fufTcr a pamphlet of that nature to 
be High*!/paiTed ever, the prefent was,, he thought, (hat pe¬ 
riod, 7 ‘rK’ parliament was thcn«endeavouring to check fediti** 
ous and libciious publications of an oppofite ten^^cy 9 
therefore became them,in older to vindicate thcmfdvcAf|||(OT 
charge of injuftice and partulity, when publications of a fedi-<> 

tious 
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tious italure were under c^fefhplation, m lake|^per notice 
of the pampihlet under'^lirc^imon. 

that fort be done away # anklet theA not fijhjcS.themfelVcs to 
the impubtion of paffion or prejudice in rhe^r dcierminutions. 
He declared he had \roted for the Bill againft Seditious Pra^^gea 
and Attempts, from the confidcrattbn that the fpeecbcspubSca- 
tions,and proceedings, of thefocieties referred to, mflan\e4 th^ 
minds crf iheir bearers and readers i not only by clefao|pig tKje 
monarchy bdt atfo the people of Engl :nd ; /or the fame 
reafon he was leady with equal willin^ncfs, tolliind forth and 
vindicate thedOnfikution from the ftigmas of m^n of an opj^o- 
iite delpripcion. The theoretical ideas of gov^nment which 
trilicrcnt)pi:t^ons formed w«r« nnt worthy regard j but he thought 
they were Oound to givetheir fellow fuhjcQ> clear ideftsofthe na¬ 
ture and excellence of the ettablilhed conftitution, and guard 
againft all who would defame it, either one w^y or the othet, , 
The pamphlet tr eated with difrcfpo£t the labours of 
ceftors at tlie period of the revolution, to whom they wcTe'ihdeW*' 
•cd for that practical liberty they at prefent enjoyed ? IcftruCk* 
himasa ml^tter ofdifliculty how the Houft could a<St on the pi:®-. 
fwncjp-caiioi^though the pamphlet al)cii:ided WLthcontradiiiiohs 
and political hereiies, he could not tell how lar an ingenious 
lawyer might be able to confound the minds of a common 
jury ; he had his doubts, in pa»ticular, to ih&tpartof the mo- 
lioi*., which charged the pamphlet with being a libel on the 
glorious revolution ; becaufe although the writer had indire^By 
cenlured fome of the principles do which the revpjjMtion was 
founded, and again and.a^ain bjjjnference refle^ed upon it, 
all that he had laid, did in Jns iTHnd, clearly amovfiu tp a 
libel upon it. * ; 

Sir John Sinclair rofe tp vindicajelhe Bewd of .Agrjcij^ti^ 
from lome aiperfions 4 thic)vjte ioi^ined .J^r* Shefii^h ^ 
thrown on it. I'hat mUticntion. w^3.he faid fiibferyicnt to fta"\ 
political party, but'iool^dl for encouragement andTup^it 
from all parties, which it to unite. With regard 

Mr. A. Young being a penfioner of ^overjiment he couli 
fay nothing; all he could fiiy wir, was Secretary to 

the Board of Agriculture^ and to JfiU that dcp.iri<f 

menc was annually eleded. He waj|||)r:coalcious that Mr. ^ 
Young ahofed ,his fttuation as SecteJ^^ |o the ^l^ricuharal 
Society politicaj purpoihs; tad as prefent n. 

Sir J« Sinclair declared him^lf ..difpofed to' concur in the 
general fe$|i^imenf':s<of indignation lliit feeqied to ai^uate the 
Houfe agilbft the ai!tiK>r of tlie pan^hjcv t«iider difeuiSoo.. * 

Voi-riE 179J. Mr. 
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! ' Mr! faW^e did not accufe the Board of any thing 

tjjc cdnttary, he ba<i ftated himfelf more thaii 
onjj;e a cpnmi: to thte ptsoprfety ’ it^ inftitution. What he 
faid w 3 s thi^^ that M^^rchut Young had a pennon from the 
Crown, and that perfons Employed by him had gone over the 
. eftuntry, particularly in Cornwall, with the works of Mr. 
^Arthur to ^ifrribute them ^ this, Mr. Sheridan faid, 

'Tie was^ re^V to prove at tbIS Bar of that Houfe. 

^^:i^h 7 ge faid, it was not for the j>urpofc of com- 
promifing tn4|i)[>inion which he declared ihe .other night, and 
which his attentive peurfal of the whole contipxt had con¬ 
firmed.;, but Upon account of ingenuous diHiculties which he 
felt in his own nnnd, that he adopted the doubts of.Rus 
honourable friend who fpoicc laft (Mr- Wilberforcc) refpeft- 
, ing the amendment upc^n the original motioO, contained in 
the new words imputing to this pjmphltt a libel upon the 
'ftyc^^ution. He could jiot fatii'fadlorily to his ow»n mind 
that amendment, for though he was convinced th<! 
writer did not love the revolution, or wilh to have its princi¬ 
ple^ treated w;th refpeft, he had been rather farcajikal upon 
it than libelkus^ apd h;id even ftudioufly though perhaps art*- 
fully corfimcud^S the a(Jl as well as the aeJors in fomie parts of 
the work. • * ' 

He aflbred the houfe-jt gayp him finccre pain, to exprefs 
in fo marked a way the other night a kind of .indignant con¬ 
cern at the doubts of his right’ honourable friend (Mr. 
Windham.) He revered*bis publicl: fpirit as much as he 
admired njs virtue.'', and he could not be more hurt than to 
have it;,inisgincd| by th6fe who ha^ then heard him, that he 
to that ungenerous .and bafe obloquy which had 
of laie purfued him, 

Ae abrupt and the‘untimcly intrufion of this 
, ’l^pic upon , tlie , order of the day, which it intercepted and 
',C0i)(iDued to ruperfede. He lamented it,'bccaufc the exigency 
which gjivc rife to the Bill for the lafety of the King’s ptrfon 
was too aweful to admit the delay of an hour, it it could be 
avoided. \ 

That as to (he relative to the libel upon the 

Houfe of CommonSj the manly, honeft, and powerful 
ar^irtcnts^hich be ^Pt .heard from the Chancellor of the 
K^dbequeiv it wOuI^; be height of arrogance in him to 
add more than a'veiry few^.^jp^ds. 

It was chiefly to expJait) one J^int that he rpfe. The 
right honourable gentleman (Mr. ritt) had expre^ a doubt 
whether by the icTurfpiion.^* of the Kingly power in all its 
. " funilions 
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dtfcribed in one of the paflages preceding thfe, V lying w^o 
made as well as executed the law,?’ wtSo' ** never ^ied^Vflnd 



will not always confide—jcaloulies ardfe and ^rs« To meet 
and Sippeafc them qualifications were, annexed, X^e Ki*>g:' 
)va$ accordingly ii> fuiure ^ make tfie law with c^nfent^f 
the Lords and Commons 5*’ then he introduqes the figttK-e of 
this tree and of’Its branchi^s lopt off^ upom which,-events 
the Kingly foiver would excrciic all its /un£iu'ns ^’*—what 
fun£lions? Thofe which he exes cl fed when he made the 
and before liis puvver to make it was limited. vk, 

He faid no more upon the libel, except only to 
that it was grofs and ibandaloufly fdffe. 

What mcafurcs the Houfe v^ould in its juftice and wifJom 
purfue againft the offender, he gave no Oj[^*fion mote thari to 
lay, that he wilhed for lenity as far as i\ could be reconciled 
with honor! 

But he thought in times like thefei to cenrure,in the terms 
cF the motion, fudvalibel was an afi of {ound poihy as well as , 
jujiicc. It wotild fhew to the people out of doors impartial 
jiiJ;cmcnt in the Houfe of Commons againli lib,el]icrs of all 
deferiptions^ when thofe of the MtgYjl kind wereif<? picvalcnt; 
though he was not fure VrtjLCthci* fkdc\,falf 8 as the 

w riter of this libel; were hot the worft enemies ai^vetnment 
could find. ^ ' ! ' - 

Mr. Fex afked wdiether the right honourable:at 
War would have taken the fana^fe plains tb^nd oilt a 
meaning had any^othei; pamphlet been the fubje^l of dife^ 
fion r buppofing cveii that "it bad been from Mr. Paine’s? |l? 
fo, he would then, indeed, pronounce him impartial. Or, if 
he had endeavoured to explain any,pamphlet coming from a 
member of the Ccrrcfpoiidtng whether that right ho* 

nourablc gentleman would bavt;\n^pated him from the 
charge of pai tiality towards tbar^^yi thqp, indejody he 
would give him credit for i4iip^tialit|^'the pr^nt od^tori: 
biit when he faw l:im in order to 

give a fenfe to the pamphlet differtbt from what it would ob- 
vioiw bear, he ibould not help thinking that the honourable 
gentKman entertained feme hu-king* partiality toWarSs tiie 
prinvipks allirteJ in that pamphlet. Would aoy gentlemaa 

La • venture 
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th^ i^e 4icl not app((ae as ie^tled a dcHga 
Aflocktion' to attack th^ co^ditutioOy as in any 
(^^iPoiTerpptiding Sooeties } Ip Ebe pamphlet of Mr. A. 
'^pung, kn.eXMe^ vc^'of thanks, figncd byMr. Reeves, 
as .tihamnan of the.afibciation, and :in approbation of the doc« 
contained ip Mr. Ypung's pamphlet was Aibjoined. 
princill^ which Mr^ Reeves’s allbclation wi^ to 
^ That rotten boroug|is, extrayagaiit coiirte, 
fcl^ minidciliilj and corropt magifbatcs, preferve the con- 
/litution of E^land!” What could fiich do£lrine$ proceed 
fittoiA but a fettled defign in that fociety to deftroy tiw con> 
^tution of this country ? If they analized the pamphlet mi¬ 
nutely, they would find the doifUripe isnnttary not only to fadi, 
but to the language of the istatute.Book,-which declares, 
dtat die government of this country was not Amply a mo¬ 
narchy ; but it was a government in dhe'King, I^rds, and 
Ccwi^lipns. My own difficulty ((aid Mr, Foxi is what the 
coiidudi^ of the Houfe Au^lild be on this occafion.. .1 profefs 
* inyfelf an enemy to profecutions for libellous attacks; and 
yet, at fuch a time as this, when Mr. Reeves’s allbciation 
are.fpreading di^ir* perpicious dodrines abroad, I am anxt> 
oils that the houfe of Commons fhould exprefe their difap- 
probation of principles recommended by that aflbciatkm. 1 
wiih. to get at the author of this pamphlet,- and^ptriue him 
SMily: this is fo material an object, that 1 think the better way 
yyouiilki&^k the Houfe to keep this buAnefs in its own 

Mt^.^^^H|l|d.,,Iie conAi^ed ^ pamphlet to be a libel 
^ itciped .th^t feme fteps v/ould be taken 
tiPl^^^ iiCT ESSr,'^aife bring hirh to-Wial. 

Sm7 CTplwne<|. ' • 

' Iw. ^ihniiil^feid|5%9t ^ party had been'glorious 

countiy, anef thv'Whig principles were involved ia 
It^-idlfeuffion then bt^ore ffie Houfe* The Whigs would have 
'thk opportunity of (eeing, he Hoped, by the (jecifion of that, 
night, that the houfe was. not imbibing Tory principles: it 
Vas a duty they owed to i^ei|ifelves and to polierity, to fliew 
that there wefe minifterji|,'i^^ were willing to govern accord¬ 
ing to revolution prin^k^fc.* He declared he was exceedingly 

E leafed .with one of 'hisrWajcfty’s- minifteis (Mr. Pitt) for 
avjng fhat night boId^%clai|^h|p coincided with the. mo¬ 
tion before the Houfe: abd he'hoped he would follow up- 
the motipn, in order that the peoji^C might fee, that, whilgyu 
the oi^tutnd, a vigilant eye was to'bc kept over the effonvof 

feditiea^ 
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fedition, foon the other hand, the dCb^ of 

were to be checked. . “ ^ 

Mr. Serjeant Adair declared that He ihould be eittremel^ 
brief, ha\ring fpoken to the fabjed oq 4 he former deb^- 
He thought that, as to the main queftion, viibcther this 
phlet was a libel, there was no difference of opinion; and he 
congratulated his country, and the Houfe, on tl^r uqanithitj^ ^ 
in rrfentifig this attack on the conftitution, and thu$ mani|ei£l 
ing their adherence to principles, which would (erve toeftablifla 
and render them more fccure. He exprefled feme doubt aa 
to the propriety of the amendment, which charged this 
pamphlet with being a libel on the revolution ; he thought ic 
would be ^extremely difficult for any law)icr to perfuade a 
jury to bring in fuch a verdift. He admitted it to be a grofe 
and fcandalous libel on thofe ilhiftrious characSlcrs' of the 
Whig party, who brought about the revolution; as what 
they dii clearly was not*to dcllroy, but to prefc^e ?hc ^ 
ronilitutioii. It was alfo a libel on the two Houfesof ParKa- ' 
nient. 

The Majlcr cf the Rolls thought it peceff^y to explain 
v/hat hp had faid on a former night*; he declared he never had 
entertained any doubts refpedfing the rnatter contained in the 
paragraph being libellous; - he difipproved of the manner in 
which one* right honourable gentleman had been treated.^ 
And in all cafias where that Houfe was to appear, ^.ageufers^ 
or profecutbrs, the utmoft delicacy ought to ia. 

their proceedings; be owned, had he been the 

motion was firli: made, he could have ftarfigjlHp doubts 
whether it really wasi a breach of gnyilege^ 
have no objection, however,^'^to a profecution,,W^ Was fure 
that the vc^di^St would be the fame as Dr. '^iich^veiiell’s, 
iiumelyT^that the gentlcmep flioiild not be allowed to W|plt^ 
for two years. ^ * 

Mr. Sheridan faid, he had no intention of mifreprefetttilijg 
The honourable gentleman, as he faw liis amendm^t did 
!iot meet the general concurftnee of the houfe, he at reed to 
withdraw it. 

Sir fK Dolhentald^ he had down to the Houle 
the opinion that the book was a Hw > but the right honour* 
able gentleman (the Secretary at War) had made ikeh an 
imprf(Iion upon him of a contrary kind, that he Would vote, 
againft the motion. 

Mr. Fox faid a tew ^ords in explanation. 

Speaker put the queltion, whiefh was carried with only 
two diHemient voices. 

JVlr. 
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Sheridan faid^ fbat^thfelHoufe'having adopted his mo- 
rioti, chichi he conlidci^ as a circumftancc fortunate for the 
dif^try, It was propdr'^jBiat fomc proceeding fliould he 
gr^iiiikded upon it, and that it ffiould not be fuffered to ftand 
brit&jf on their Journals. He had been.more anxious, in 
pliOiing this proceec’ingj bccaufe, as he had before ftated, he 
4iia noi tonfider the publication to be a folitary libel, but tdhave 
been part'of a fyft"'m,and the more dangerous as it vijas ifliied 
fibraa quarter pofTt ffing extenfrve means of circulating attacks 
agaiifift tiie cordiilutinn. There were many things in the 
wntijigs of Mr. A. Young wdiich he confidered almoft as' 
bad. From the candid manner in which the queftion had 
bceodifeufil'd on alt fidcs, it was no part}^ qweftion, nor was 
therereafon to think that miniliers wiflicd lo fereen the au¬ 
thor, be he whom he might. There were, he faid, difFcrent 
aiodcs of piocetvHii.>; tl^at might b^ adopted, and referred to 
" precedents in former limes. At a period when party run very 
high| a pamphlet of Dr. Sv\ifrs, (on the conduct of allies) a 
very innocent *anci uflful work, w:is ordered by the Houfe to 
be burnt |>y the hands cf the hangoMn, and a motion was 
xnade to addrefs the crown tQ proceed againft him. Another 
mode was, they might examine the Printer their bar. Mr. 
Shericlr.n faid, that; under the circumliaiices of tjie prefent 
cafe, what he confidered lo be ci* moft importance was to 
come at the perfon ci the auihur. He had rcafon to believe 
»thatMr. Refeves was the author; and iince he came into the 
Houfe he had been ronfirmed in Ids belief. He had been 
given TO undpfftand, that a formal difnvowal would be made of 
matfac^; buf he confirhn’cd thaf w^hich hati been made by 
the Secretary at War to be ' by no mejans fufficicntly precife 
or farisfaflory. Ke declared he had a great objc.'^on lo 
inftituting any opprcffivc profecuiions againfl a poor printer 
or publilher, who looked for fecurity to the ch-racler or his' 
Crti^oyei j^ind could have no idea that he W’ould receive any 
thing of a libellous or unconli:i|utional tciulcncy from the 
'f^airm'ar^ of a loyal affcciation. In order that proper fteps 
iDight be taken to conic to the pcHori of the auihor, a power, 
which Mr. Sheridan conceived, that the Houfe ought not 
to ddej^atc out of their own hands, he would adopts prece- 
.fjbnt of 1707, and conclude with nioving, 1 hat it be re- 
Comn ictee to enquire. Who was the author of the 

T be motion was carried} and Mr. Sherid^ji, tbe 
.Secretary at War, £;c. vjers i^poititccT to be cf the Com- 
• ttitteci 

w 


Mr. 



^ov,a7-1 WOODFALL’S parliament AAV REPORTS- 

Mr- A/'I Smith {'A\ 6 f that he felt fuch ftrongydtjcSions tp* ' 
all profecutions for politU;^! panapMet^ that he ihould nove^ 
in cafe of a-difeovery, that the proceedings*of Houfe b<; 
confined to a cenfiire upon ihe autjjiir^l' as he afwaya willed 
that fpcc'cb and writing on polillq;^! fuojetls Ifaould be fr«. 

The: quell ion was afterwards put', and carried vvithewt aiiijr 
divifion. , , 

Mr. Shi; i l:in iben moved the Committee, and the Honfe 
adjouriicd. 

♦ ‘ , j — 
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77 ^^ Secretary at IVnr f^^ted to the Hfoufe, that he had it in 
command from his to inform, rhcin, that he had 

t)rdcrcd Colonel Cawthonie, a inember of the Honfe, to be 
put under aiTeft, 'in order to be tried by a court-marti^al. 

Mr. Sheridan moved, that fevcral members (wham he 
named) fhould be added to the Committee on the pamphlet, 
intitled, Thoughts on the Knglifh, Gevernmenr,*' and that 
h be an inftrudlioa to the faid Committee to fic^at anv time, 
iiotwitbllahdipgAny adjournment of thq Houle. Oidercd. 

A meflfege from the Lords informed the Houfe, th.it their 
Lordfhips had agreed to a Hill to piohibk the exportation rf 
ibap and candles, and the Lili to jironibic the nianufatfluriiig 
c»f Itarcli from wheat vScc. and to lower the duty on the im¬ 
portation or that article. Alfo, that their Lordfeiips had 
palled a Bill to divorce Henry Wakeman from his wife, and 
d dirtiig tJ\cconcurience of the Moul’c to the fame. , 

» PETITIONS. . I ' 

M?r Hvicywood prefented a petition from the inhabitants 
*of the towMi and neighbourhood of Hithc, in Kent, praying 
that the two Bills (the treafon Bill, and the feditious mencing 
Bill) might not pais into a law. ILe faid, that the incetang ' 
had been regularly called by the mayor or the town, 
not being aJveri'e to the Bills, declined taking the chair, frola, 
a coriicioufnefe that the contrary feniiment prevailed iiv Ac 
town; 1 he chair was therefore taken by another re(i)e£bl|l^ 
perfbn, and the petition, whicn hi had the honour to prefent, 
was agreed to without one duTenting voice.' The pisUQoa 
would be found to be figned by molt refpeclable peifbnsof, 
ihar town ; he mentioned that fadl, becaufc it was fo much 
ihc practice on the other iide of the^Houfe to make that fort of 
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^HinflionV A noble peer of Ii^land (Lord Rokeby) formerly 
iifnember of that Houfc, (rten known by the name of Mr. 

' Mjaithew Montague) a perfon who had retired from public 
• life, being^n the ei^M^r^fourtb year of his age, but ftill 
a^HveJy employed in attention to t!ic m|^ra1s of his country, 
£f»d in niH of private benevolence, and public charity had 
figned the petition, as well as many other refpcftable perforts 
diftinguiflied for their loyalty and love to the conftitufion. 

. When the American war unfortunately occupied the atten¬ 
tion of the Houfe, the noble Lord, juft mentioned, Hkdbdone 
hiS“Utmoft to avert the calamities which followed, and had 
forefecn and precifted the iffue which took place. The 
noble Lord liaii likewife ferefecni^ from the complexion of po¬ 
litics at chat time, and fince, fomething like that'which was 
at prele’U in agitation againft the liberties of* the people. 
Such early prefentiments of what was to happen, and had hap¬ 
pened, entitled his Lordfhip’s prefent apprehenfions to have 
great weigh: and credit with the Houfe. Though old in years, 
his Lordfbip was young in every mental faculty ; and ani¬ 
mated with the lire of virtuous patriotifm, he deprecated 
ibe prcleiit fiiil in common with the other worthy charaders 
who had figned the petition. 

Mr. HonfyivQ',d produced an extract of a letter from the 
mayor of Rocheilcr, which he had rcccivlf^ that day, and 
which cxculpiucd that magiftrate from fome infinuations 
thrown out a few days fince againft him, becaufc he had not 
prevented a proceifion, and the burning of an effigy, whereas 
he was. a ftranger to the circumitance till after it had taken 
place. 

Mr. Bdki^ called to order. 

yixMloneywpod faid, he fliould not have prefumed to re¬ 
vert to any pedtion which had been laid* upon the tabj^, but 
' fox the refieflion thrown upon the ^character of a worthy, 
magiftrate, whom he thou^t it is duty to exculpate. He 
did not fuppofe the odium to have been wilfully fattened on 
him, for It was fuch as all men are liable to; but when it 
yyas not defcrved, it ought to’be removed, and he could him- 
wlF|»ear teftimony to the trutli pf the fa(!As itated in the 

Sfixshr faid, according to the rules of the Houfe, 
when a member is called to order, he muft obey it j on the 
occafion he imagined, that the honourable gentleman' 
vi^pt^ed to the candour and indulgence of the Houfe, which, 
when ^ddrefted, were fddom withheld* 

^ ' Mr. 
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Mr. Hunejwood (aid, he appealed to the caildoiir and 
indulgence of the Houfe; with their permiffion, therefore, he 
read the letter, which reminded him that he perfonally 
inew the mayor was waiting in a back room of the inn, at 
the time of the proceflion, to fpeak to Mr. Honeywood, who 
was at the moment engaged in converfation w^h another gen* 
tleman. This Mr. Honey wood confirmed \ and added, thati 
upon hearing the (houts in the ftreets, the mayor requefted 
Mr. Wright, a gentleman who accompanied him with thd 
Petition, to enquire what was the matter. Mr. AVright went 
out in confequence, but the noife had ceafed, the people had 
difperfed, and gone to their own homes, and no crowd nor 
tumult was to be found. 

Sir Edward Knatchhull faid the allufion referred to an ex- 
preflion of his ; that, however, did not go to blame a magi-^ 
ftrate for not fiippreffing the proceflion, but for fubfequentiy 
figning a letter on the fubjccl:, when he had not been adhially 
in the town at the time he mentioned. 

General Smith remarked, that it was a very common prac¬ 
tice on the oppoficc (ininifierial) fide of the Houfe, to cavil 
on every flight occafion at what fell from thofe who fpoke 
from the contrary fide, when it happened not to be agreeable 
to them; though no notice was taken of grofs irregularities 
committed by any of their own friends. 

Mr. Honeyivood went through his explanation. 

Mr. M. Robinfon exprefled his forrow, that the bills before 
the Houfe were not delayed for fome time, fince every day 
(hewed how extenfively the apprehenfions they had given 
rife to had fpread. It would be but common jufike to the 
country to hear its laft prayer on parting with its liberties. 

• He warmly reprobated#the afleriion, that the coujitry would 
be wi?tftot a confiicution if thofe Bills were not pafTcd to fe- 
cure it. He returned his tlianks to Mr. Honeywood for the 
handfome terms in which he had mentioned his venerable 
telation (Lord Rockeby) and exprefled his approbation of the 
petition. 

Mr. Fox prefented a petition from the inhabitants of the 
town of Lyme Regis, in Dorfetflfire, againii the Bills. The 
petition, after cxprelling the moft decided abhorrence of 
the inhabitants of the town againft the Bills, concluded 
with this emphatic expreifion, and the petitionffi en¬ 
treat that honourable Houfe to rake every means in their 
power to procure a fpeedy peace, as the only means of 
giving liability to the throne, cloatbing to the naked, and 
bread to the poor.*' 

VoL, II. 179J. F Mr, 
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Mr, Amyntt prefented a petition from Soathamptrm, for fuch’ 
meafures to prevent fedition as parliament (hall think meet.. 
This called forth a ihort converfation between Mr. Rofe, 
junior, and Mr. Sheridan, who obferved that notwi-hdand- 
ing this and fimilar petitions were prefented as counter-peti-* 
tions to thofe againft the Billsy there was not one iota faid ia 
them for the Bills themfelves. 

Mr. Sheridan prefented a petition from the town of Staf¬ 
ford, and another from the town of Newark, againft the 
Bills, and alfo a petition from the gun-makers, flgned by S52 
of that trade. 

Mr. Sheridan next prefented a petition againft the Bills from 
the gentlemen' and burgefles of Newcaftle under Lyme, where 
the mayor was not adverfe to the petition, nor was there 
on eperfon in the town di(Iencing.froin-it. As the petitipii 
therefore paiTed unanimottfly, and both the reprefentatives of 
the town were adverfe to it, Mr. Sheridan faid, the inhabit^ts 
had done him the honour to commit it to his care. 

Mr. Sheridan next prefented a petition againft the Bills, 
from a number of mechanics who had not an oppoitunity of 
figning that petition from the afibciaied tradefmen. To thofe 
15,000 names, therefore, might be added ^the 85a, affixed to 
this petition. It came from the journeymen gum makers, 
which of courfc, he faid, the gentlemen on the oppofitc fide 
would deem very alarming ! 

Mr. Fax prefented a petition againft the Bills, which he faid 
was of an uncommon defeription, as it was only figned by one 
perfon s but that perfon was a gentleman of genius aud 
talent, of irreproachable manners in private life, and of the 

f reateft integrity in his public charaAcr. It came from 
lajor Cartwright: it was very long,; but Mr. Fox faid, he 
had perufed it with care, and found nothing exrcftionable 
in it. 

Mr. Fox then prefented another petition againft the Bills* 
which came from his conftituents, tife inhabitants of the city 
and liberties of Weftminfter, and was fubferibed by 10,125, 
a number nearly equal to the number of voters in that city. 
How this petition had been obtained was well known, as it 
had been introduced into the difeuffions of that Houfe. It had 
l>een recommended by a. large publick meeting, and was 
flgned voluntarily. His noble colleague, (Lord Hood,) whom 
he was happy to fee in his place, to ofter any objedion he 
thought fit, had advifed to have the petition carried from houfe 
to houfe. Mr. Fox fai^, he would not pronounce it blameable 
to take the fenfe of the people in that manner, he did not how¬ 
ever 



Ktiv. 27 .] WOODFAH'S PAULIAMEKTARY REPORTS. ; 5 

€ver think that way fo frec> fo candid, and fo fair, as when the 
people, uninfluenced and unhiafled, afted purely from their 
j€mn impttlfe. The perfons who figned this petition had 
been adtuated hy a voluntary, general, and univerfal motive. 
They came forwards fpontaneOufly, generally, and univerfalljr 
to exprefs their abhorrence of the Bills againft which they 
remonftrated, and to exprefs their juft apprehenflon of the 
evils likely to enfue. It was true, that, in confequence of the 
proteft of his noble colleague, a few parochial meetings had 
held, and the veftries had fent about petitions from houfe 
to houfe. Mr. Fox faid he was prefent at three of the 
parochial meetings, and there was one which he did not at¬ 
tend. It was that of St. Martin in the Fields, where Mr. 
Drummond was in the ch^r, and where, contrary to the in- 
tentions of ^<sfe whom the mating was called, a certain 
number of refolutions were i^oft iinammoufly pal^ the 
refult of which was a fiat cootradidion to the afiertlolis ^ 
thofe who had advifed this meafure. The other parochial 
meetings were held in St. Clement Danes, St. James’s, and 
Sr. Anne’s. In St. Anne’s, the parifliioners met at firff in a 
fmall number, upon which it was fuppofedj fuflicient notice 
had not been given ; a fecond meeting was therefore Called, 
which decided againft the Bills. In St. James’s parifti, a 
larger jsumber of pari&ioners had met than had ever been 
remembered upon any former occaHon. Some refolutions 
had been previouflv drawn up, and handed about from houfe 
to houfe, with very little fuccefs, when this meeting, at which 
Mr. Devaynes was chairman, decided by a majority of one 
thoufand to twenty-feven voices. If any doubts fhould be 
entertained concerning this petition, as not exprcilave of the 
^general fenfe of the pegjle of Weftminfter, there might ftill 
be oppasir^U^ities (faid JHi*. Fox,) to determine. ^ I have faid 
fo much (continued he) upon this petition in particular, 
becauie it is not poflible for me to colle£^ the opinions of all 
the inhabitants of every county in the kingdom; but as 
Weftminfter is the place in which 1 live, where you live. Sir, 
and where this Houfe lives, I may venture to aUert, that this 
peticion does contain the general fenfe of the inhabitants of 
Weftminfter.’' He faid, he had frequently occaiion to at¬ 
tend publick meetings, and was in the conftant pradlice of 
enquiring into the opinions of his conftitiients ; he had like- 
wife frequently the honor of prefenting petitions to that 
Houfe, and to his Majefty, but he had never before found 
the people fo unanimous. He had prcleiued a petition to his 
M^Jefty againft the American war, winch was fublcribed by 

F 2" an 
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an aftoniihing number of .fignatures; this however was far 
more univcrfal and numerous. The Houfe need not depend 
upon his teftimony; they had al] an opportunity to examine and 
enquire, though he believed they> wouU find that the people 
who had figned it were more in unanimity and number than 
had been known in Weftminfter upon a former occafion of 
any kind whatever. 

5 r;* jjshn Frederick prcfcntcd a petition from the clergy 
and frceholvlcTS of the county of Surry, fubferibed by aooa 
names. I'he prayer of the petition ftated a defire that 
efie£lual means ihould be taken by Parliament to prevent 
I'cdilious rpectings, without infringing the right of petitioning, 
which being read, 

Mr. Sheridan obferved, that the petition was a ftrong 
cenfurc upon tiie Bills ^ although the petitioners fiated, that 
they undcrilocd fome Aits were at prefent under the con- 
fiidcration ot Parliament, the purport of which they evidently 
knew, as appeared by the fubfequent part of the petition, 
they requefted a remedy for the evils they complained of,' 
without deftroying the liberties of the people^ or tienching 
upon the right of Parliament, and the free exercife of fpccch. 

The Omnedi'^r of the Exchequer denied that the petition 
contained, or was meant to convey, any difapprobation of 
the Bills -y on the contrary, it called upon the Houfe enadt 
fuch laws as might maintain the due exercife of the right of 
petition. 

Mr. Fox noticed the Chancellor of the Exchequci’s cx- 
prefiion due exercife of the right of petition, aiul 'contended, 
that the Bill went to alter, nay do away, that right, for when 
it reftrained free dilcullion, and placed a didator where at 
prefent free and uncontrouled difeuflion could be held, he 
contended that the right was not firfiply altercd,^jRi/:.. done 
away. That the Bills he aflerted did trench on the form and 
manner of afllmbling, debating, and petitioning, and went to 
reft rain opinion, had not yet been denied by thofe who fup- 
ported the mcafurcs: he therefore infifted that the petition did 
abfolutely convey a cenfure on the Bills, whatever the inten¬ 
tions or opinions of thofe who figned it might have been. 

A converfation took place upon the proceedings of a 
former Surry meeting and petition, which Sir John FrederUi 
faid did notconfift of the clc 61 orsand fentiments of the county. 
The contrary was maintained by Mr. FoXj who faid tbit the 
laft meeting had been called by an advertifement, which be¬ 
trayed the defign of thofe who called it, and proved that they 
meant only to convene thofe who were known to be decidedly 
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favour of the Bilb. It was addtefled to the holders of 
landed and funded property, a circumftance that at once 
fhewed its meviing and its, objed. He faid that open and 
publick meetings have this fupreilic advantage, that the princi¬ 
ples of naeafurcs are open to every fort of difculHon, and in¬ 
formation is to be had by all parties. Where petitions are » 
carried, from houfe to hou(e, fuch is not the cafe; and fueh 
was the charader of the petition then prefented. 

Mr. Crefpigny prefented a petition from Caftle-Baynard 
Ward, in the city of London, againft the Bill. He alfo pre¬ 
fented a petition from Bath, againft the Bills. He'faid, a 
petition had been prefented before to that Houfe, which pro- 
fel^ to contain the fentiinerits of that city: nothing was 
more remote from the truth. A meeting had been called to 
addrefs the King; and, after the meeting had broke up, a few 
particular perfons remained, and contrived that petition; to 
which they had, by an unworthy artifice, obtained a few ad¬ 
ditional fignatures. That which lie had the honour to pre- 
fent was the refult of a fair, open, and free dilculiion, and the 
ligiiatures were all voluntary: to one of them he found an- - 
nexed the following exprellive addition, it vas the name of 

John Difney/' and annexed to it the words, grofsly im- 
pofed upon, and led to fign a former petition !** 

Adr. Rofcy jtin. prefented .1 counter-^petition from the in¬ 
habitants of Portfea and Portfmouth, figned by 1974 perfons, 
praying that Convention Bills might be fpeedily paiicd. 

Mr. J'FilHam Smith prefented a perinon from the Ward of 
Aldcrfgate againft the Bills, figned by 200 inhabirants, 
houlcholders, fince the preceding night without folicicatior:,, 
and who had not only given their names, but their places of 
j^ode i and faid, the meeting at which it had been palled waa 
cafletHhyr.^diP chizens,^who had firft applied to a worthy 
Alderman, (Aid. Andcifon) to convene it, but the Aldermaa 
thought proper to refufe to call a meeting. He faid he com¬ 
mended the candour of, the worthy Aldcrmaiii whom he faw 
in his place, in voting for the Bills a few evenings lince ac^ 
cording to his opinion, thougli it went in oppofition lo the 
inftrudions of his conftituents. He was forry, however, that 
be had refufed to call the meeting, when he had been applied 
to; becaufe fuch conduct, however juftifiablc the perfon^ 
might be to tiiemfelves, went to defeat their own wilhes; in 
fadi, that condudt on the part of the Alderman, and the re- 
fufal of the Sheriff of the county of York, and others, to 
call meetings, furnilhed the moft powerful argument againft 
prefent Bills. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Mierman jufkifitd himfelf, by faying, that he 

bad lived long in the Ward, and had an opportunity of know¬ 
ing inoft of the inhabitants ^ out of the 31 who flgned the 
requifition, he ncvcrthclefs did not know more than four or 
five. The purport of the Bills having alfo been amply dif- 
cufled before by the reprefentatives of the Ward in Com¬ 
mon Council, he thought it unneceflary to confult the in¬ 
habitants, and told the perfons fo who waited on him for that 
purpofe, and they replied, that they were more anxious to do 
it, becaufe Mr. Pitt had been minifter for a great many 
years, and they thought it was now high- time for Mr. Fox to 
DC minifter in his turn. iiud laugh,^ 

Mr. Sher 'idm: faii the fubjcct was fufficicntly ferious, and 
therefore he could net fuffer fuch levity to glofe over the con¬ 
duit of the honourable Alderman, who,' however Ic# his 
refidence might have been in the Ward, or however univerfal 
his acquaintance with the inhabitants of it, was compfiled by 
his duty, on receiving a requifttion of that nature, to enquire 
who the perfons were that figned it, and not to refufe their 
requeft merely becaufe he had no perfonal acquaintance with 
them. Another reafon had been ftated by the honourable 
Alderman for refufmg it; vlx. that the reprefentatives of the 
Ward in Common Council had already difeuffed the tendency 
of the Bills, and delivered ihcir opinions on them : what kind 
of reafoning was this, and how would it apply to that Houfe ? 
What, becaufe the reprefentatives of the people there may 
have happened to pafs a law, we fuppofe, for argument’s fake, 
direcEHy oppofite to the interefts, happineG, and profperity of 
Ihe kingdom, the people are no longer to have an opinion 
about it, and any difcU/Tion they wifh to hold on the fubjedl 
js to be deemed fuperfluous and impertinent. Gentlemen* 
who held fuch do£frines, he fiippoied mean^- 'iVand 

candidates again for thefuifrages of their prefent conftitucnrsu 
He fubferihed to the declaration of his honourable friend, 
(Mr. Smith,) that fuch pioceedings were the ftrongeft argu¬ 
ments that cuuld be ufed againft the Bills, and quoted the 
inftaiice, not only of the High Sheriff of York, but of 
Northumberland aifo. Mr. Sheridan a(ked whether, after the 
Bills had pafled, the Sheriffs of thofc counties or the honour¬ 
able Alderman would think it their duty to attend that publick 
meeting which they had refufed to call; or if they did, 
whether it was not probable it would foon put an end to it. 
He laid,- he had quoted thefc as inftances of the abufes which 
were likely to enfue on^the pafling of the Bills; and obferved, 
that it was remarkable, when one worthy magifirate (Aid* 

Le 
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Le Mefurier) ftated a Common Hall to be an improper 
medium of afcertaining the fenfe of the people, and that thero 
could be no appeal but to the decifion of the feveral Wards^ 
that the requifition for making that appeal fliould not have 
been allowed. As the publick meeting at Wcftminfter had 
done, fo did the Common Hall of London, exprcfs the 
general fenfe of the people; and it was not onljrconfirmed 
by that petition, figned by 200 inhabitants of one Ward, and 
the petition he had prefented, figned by 1700 of the in-» 
habitants of the Ward of Farringdoa Without, but he 
trufted it would be confirmed by every other Ward in the. 
ratio of five to one, 

Mr. Anderfon explained, that he did not fay the meeting 
wouliLbe fuperfluous and impertinent, but unnecefFary. 

force after a fummary defence of the worthy 
inagiftrate attacked by that gentleman who fpoke laft but one, 
faid he lamented the conduiS of the High Sheriff of York, 
bccaufe it prevented a full, fair, and free difeufiion; and 
becaufe it prevented the majority of the inhabitants, as he 
conceived would have been the cafe, from giving their ap¬ 
probation to the Bills. If the Bills, however, had paffed, the 
mcctiog might have been held, becaufe it entrufied three 
magillrates, in cafe the Sheriff d^uld refufe, with that power; 
and among the 53 names of the perfons who had figned the 
requifition, inficad of three, there were he imagined at leaii: 
thirty magiftrates. In proof of the mifreprefentution which 
had been circulated through the k:ngdo;!i, Mr. Wilberforce 
Hated, that one of the York papers, not only had given an 
account of the Wcftminfter meeting which had palled, but o£ 
the Surry and Bedford meetings, which had not palled, and or 
, rhe likelihood of a netitiun againft the Bills from the 
me 7 nfMiS, 4 »aHkerS;^and traders of London, which he at- 
tilhuted to the advertifement for the meeting in which the 
Houfc had heard that no banker was concerned. 

Mr. Fojc declared he was not a little aftonilhed at the bold* 
nefs of gentlemen on the oppolite fide, who, becaufe his 
honourable friend (Mr. Krlkine) had Lid, that he did not 
know whether any banker had figned that petition, roundly 
afferted that no banker had figned it, and thus converted a 
fijppofition to a fad, although his honourable friend (Mr. 
Wm. Smith) had given them reafon to adt otherwife. The 
advertifement merely gave notice that a meeting of the 
merchants, bankers, and traders, was to be held, who were 
thereby 
attend, 


invited to it; and if the bankers did not choofe to 
bey were at perfeSk liberty to abfent tbemfelves. So 
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cafy was it to aflame a facl, without enquiryi that he owned 
he wondered any perfon in that Houfe fliouk] adopt fuch 
condu£t« 

After a defultory converfation between Mr. Wilberforce^ 
Mr. RoUe^ Mr. Sheridan^ Mr. Thornton^ Mr. fV. Smithy 
Alderman Newnkam^ Mr. R, Thornton^ Mr. J, H. Brownej 
and Mr. M. Robinfon^ 

Sir fVm, Milner read the letter of the High Sheriff of 
York, in anfwer to the requifiiion, and commented on the 
impropriety of his condudi in quitting the county during his 
Ihrievalty, without leaving information where he might be 
.found; the poftferipr, Sir William obferved, ftated that fuch 
was his intention, and he had not fixed on the place where he 

fhouid abide. ill . 

Mr. Sheridan prefented a petition from iioo of the habi¬ 
tants of Clerkenwdl, which was, he faid, figned in twelve 
hours, againft the Bills; and if there had been more time, 
the fignatures would have been moie in number; but they 
adted under the fame impreifion w^ith many other people, that, 
if the petition w*as not immediately prefented, it could not be 
rcc^fived at all. 

General Tarleton moved, that copies of the extraordinaries 
of the army be printed for the ufc of the members*. Ordered. 

BILL TO PRHVENT SEDITIOUS MEETINGS. 

^he Chanct'lhr of the Exchequer moved the reading of 
the order of the day, ior the Houfe to rcfolvc itidf 
into a Committee upon the Bill for preventing feditious meet- 

Mr. Fex merely rofe to a(k when it was probable that the 
Report, and the third reading of the^Bill, would come 
He faid, he fuppofed w^hen the the 

Committee, that it would bd reported, and then ordered to 
be printed. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, that, as imme¬ 
diately after the Bill bad gf>ne through the Committee, and 
the claufes v/erc amended, and the bi<«nks filled up, he (bould 
move for it to be printed, anJ that the further confiJcration 
would come forward on 'I'uefday, December i, and the third 
reading, he fuppofed, on the Thurfday following. 

Mrl Fox^ Mr. G/vy, Mr. Lambton^ Mr. lFl)itireadj junior. 
General Tarletony General Macleody and the other oppofers of 
the Bill (Mr. Sheridan exupicd) immediately role,' and left 
die Houfe. 

Tte 
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The Houfe having iitto a Cotnmtttee on the 

Bill, Mr. Sergent in -%e die :Cdin.tnittee proceeded on 
the difeuffioa of the chdte$ oflije.Bl]), the confideration of 
the date of its commehqmiiiit.'giving beat agreed to be 
poftponed. ’ ' . \ 

That part of the claufe. having 1 »en gone through, vdtidh: 
relates to meetings holden for the purpofe or under the |H^*! 
text of confidering oif'iterations in matters eftabln^'in 
church and ftata 

Mr. SheridanXiiA^ he did not «tent fbr the ’^ipdfe of pro- 
poilng any amehdihent in thd.j^^nt Bill, baa^ piitl^ded ' 
that no alteration, except diat'oFlri^tiiring every clauledti it, >. 
would be of fervicc,'tMr render k p^^jble,- to- me great nta- 

jorit]^f the public at large.r H&atUMickd chi^y tfb' 

fome^ingg which were .going forward, and to. hear 
amendments would he propoiedl 'I'he fiiil was (aid to . 
Bill to prevent feditious meetings and tumultuous ^emUiO^ ' 
and he was convinced more than ^et,, that the Bill would nM' 
anrwer that purpofe. It would hot prevent the' di&uOipn M 
the (jiieftion of peace or war; the conduS or capadky of'tb(| 
miniflers to carry on the: wart Or give to^he nv!nifters the (e^- ; 
curity which they wanted by this Bill., aiid which indeed wasr - 
the foundation for it (although for tht pUrpofe of deluding the ' 
public, th^ had thought ht to give it another title) i it was 
to give a (ecurity to minifters agaiaft any public deliberation 
of the people on the mifeondudt of niinifters. Under the 
Bill four hundred thoufand, or ^y other numbi^r of perlbhs, 
might aflemble at Copenhagen-houie, or in any qien Betd, and 
there they might canvafs the queftion of war or pe^e }, jOhI'v 
the whole condud of the King’s mlhtflers in all r^e^mat-.. 
ivsu^i^ey migh t hold^hat Iwguage they pleif^" s^etfer 
temperafe, Nrtntemperoc.j td recotnmeno .Jtfeadci of (Sven to 
withold fupplies; and under the authority of the Bill, no juf- 
tice of the peace would have power to interfere with their 
proceedings, or even to apprbadi them with any authority to 
difperfc, prevent, or even' to interrupt their probcedtngs. 
Gentlemen might wonder diat he (bould ()ate this to he . 
the cafe, when the very objeft (^the BUI was tb prevent luch 
tumultuous aflemblies. ike would tell them, by this Bil! any 
number of perfons might meet for the "purpofe of examining, 
and confidering any depending law; this they could hot avpta 
putting into the BUI, according to the prind^ on which 
authors pretended to proceed. Every Supply Bill that wajs 
offered to that Iloufe, and there could ^rdly be a week 
during the fitting of parliament without one, was a depending 
V0L.II. 179I. 9 laws* 
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law* and therefore* aecorditig to (he Itrovifions of this Ad* 
(be peojde* to any namber* am aridiout any reftraint, might 
meet and difcufs it* and und^ the difcuSon of a Bill for grant* 
fog afupply to his Maje^, they might* and thw ough^ to 
difcufs the whole condud of the King’s minimrs; they 
iD^g^ and therefore ought* to conHder whether ought 
tftk to be removed out of his Majefly’s ferviee. It was a 
Bili^ therefore, rather to encourage and provoke, dian to fup- 
prefs tuimltuous ailemblies. He did not mentitm this to ex¬ 
cite mloifiets to infert a dauTeto prevent perf^ meeting to 
difculh a depending law* op the contrary, if fucha claufe 
was o^ed* he {hould Opppfe it, at be had g^fed the whole 
prineiple of the Bill | Ik mentioned it to Ihew the abfurd in<- 
effien^ of the whole of.die meafore, and alfo by way of no- 
tiot or what ground he fliould hereafter take when this Bill 
came out of me Committee in order tint there Ihould be no 
colour for faying hereafter, that be took an unmanly part in 
^ way in which he ihoald oppofe the BiU in its future 
Bages* 

ithe ChgnceBor tftbt MxAtqutr faid* gentlemen moft ufually 
attended Committees on Bills in that Houfe with a view of 
amending them ; but the honourable gentleman had declared 
he attended for a different putpofe j he foould* therefore* con- 
fidcrwhat the honourable grod^an faid ratiier in the nature 
of a notice, by way of anticipating bis future objeflions* than 
any thing in the nature of debating upon them then. He 
fhould* nevcnfodel^ make a few oblervations on fome of the 
hoirauraUe gandeman’s aflertions. ITbe other gentleman had 
Cii(^ tfaatany^ number of perfons might meet* as he defenbed* 
tor the ptopofe of drfeuffing any Simply Bill, and then arffu#- 
on the' Whm mlicy of the adminilff.don .o'the idihhs of 
the cotmtry. He hoped that the provifions of the Bill would 
not be found liable to die abufe which the honourable gen¬ 
tleman had anddptted} he fo^ed alfo, that he never would 
lend the aid of his abilities to fuch an evaAon of the principle 
of rile meafure, ahd thereby promote tumult and fedition. 
He bad not the leaft fear of the danger to which die honourable 
gentleman alluded. If any number of perfons met under a 
nominal pretext, and dlcn difeuATed other topics that were 
foreign to it, he concaved that they would faD un^r the pro- 
idAons of the Bill. At all events, tbby would, in the cafe auud- 
®ir«nble during the meeting of parliament; and 
if it ibtnild be found that the inexhauftiUe ingenuity of fedi- 
tious a&fflblies reqtlirsd to be met again, by further IcgiAa- 
. rive provifipns, he hoped that parliament would do its duly i 

he 
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be had rather, hotn'ever, Iss^ idiat cafe tp its own comfe, 
t han to anticipate M 17 might be found necef* 

fery for its prefervaHoiOt , . . 

Mr. Sheridan faid, be wng^ Ae'Hght honourable gen* 
tl c i pan bad taken what he ikid a$ a notice of what he 0 muld 
do hereafter upon the Bill: be need not wonder to find btosr' 
felf a little fneered at by that right honourable gendeman» 
about lending the aid of his abilities to any meafiims, as he 
had been more than once reproached for haying mven faim- 
felf fo much trouble to mend fo many Of the right bonourable 
gendeman's bad Billa* HeA^d tp forget the llMtVte of 
the cafe before patfiathent. Sj^lpofo Mr. Thdw^ ^ aw 
other perfon, was to call a meeting .pt Ct^r^getb-imu^ 
when a Bill of fupply was to be voted in parliament and 
that, infiead of diree, there /hould be tentnbUMS ere$e4fi>r 
the purpofe of haranguing die populaci^ could any thipg be 
more regular, in the difcullion of a Supply Bill, than toenter 
into the circumftances of the war, the diftrefled fituatjljap of 
the country, and the mifcondudt of minifters in the co«m of 
it i Geofiemen well knew it was the conftant i^pirie M d»> 
bating in parliament. There was np ingmuity required 
upon the fubjod j the company, fo afiemmed, would foon find 
out the incapacity and the tyrannical difpofition of miaidem, 
and, without any ingenuity, they would foon find out^ and 
exprefs, that the calamities of tbiy country were hmig^t tut 
by the profligacy of minifters. He again declared tl^ adU 
vantage would be uken of the Bill, anu the very diing whicls 
minifters affected to prevent. 'I'he people would avail them- 
fcives of it becaufe diey were provoked to tc by the tyran¬ 
nical and abfurd teftriSions impofed upon thens by the ^ 1 . 

^e thisjopre at Urge hereafter. Wbediier mi¬ 
nifters wcftltabr-wSUid oat hereafter Whig In another BUI 
upon the lubjed, he knew UPt^ but he was font the preftnt 
Bill was inadequate to die idi^e^l for Vjibich it was profefl*- 
ed to be brought forward. 

Sir W. leung charged Mr. Sheridan Whh inconfiftapay^ in 
fo uniformly oppoling the Bills in Uttf and yet fugging 
alterations and amendments* 

Mr. Sbiridan in anfwer td the charge adduced againft him 
of not attending the Committees on Bills but for the ftdte Of 
embarralEng, ftatpd that Mr. Pitt badtdbn advanuged bhap- 
ftlf of thde embarralTments. 

Serjeant Jiatr faid, he was perfoaded it was not in the 
contemplation of adminiftration to prevent fucb difcufilons as 
thtde to vriiich the learned gendeman had alluded } and God 

G a forbid 
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forbid that it fliould ever be iti the .contemplation of any 
adminiftration to present the free "dJfcuflion of the mcafures 
of miniftcrs, provided tbedifeuflSon jieaceable.and orderly. 
The condud of the learned getldeman appeared to him to 
be vcry.ftrange, and little entitled to the thanks of ibe Com¬ 
mittee. He firtt of all faid, that he did not like the Bill, 
because it did not contain fuch reftrithions ash:> had ilated to 
be neceffary; and yet if it had contained them, he declared he 
would have ojppofed them when the Bill came out of a Com¬ 
mittee. 

Mr. begged to fetthe lea^'ned Serjeant right. He 

ihouid firtt, however, cakemocice of the appellation of the 
]c;u*n^d gentleman^ .which had been beftowed upon him through 
the whole of the learned Serjeant’s fpeech. The learned 
hs^ called him learned at the time that he was ac- 
tCtiJtng him ofabfurdity; whether he called him learned gen¬ 
tleman becaufe he had been abfurd, he could not tell. 

When he made the obfcrvatioii relative to the want of 
further rcflri&lons on fuch meetings as he had alluJecl to, he 
made it from a motive of candour; if he had made it upon the 
third reading of the Bill, it might have been urged, that 
he was very uncandid in not having mentioned it in the 
Committee. The learned Serjeant had faid^ God forbid 
that the^ free difeuflion of the meafures of mniiflers ihould 
be prevented, if fuch difciiffion were carried on regularly, 
and according to tlie provilioiis of the Bill. What he had 
contended was, that to meetings for the purpofc of confidcr- 
ing Bills pending in parliament, the provifions of the Bill did 
not apply. 

The tecatid claufe limits the number to 50. On the thirji. 
claufe, which enaiSs, that if 50 perfcISr.r. or jj^^mcet^^nd 
after an order of proclamation to djrpf‘ife5 twelve (hall remain 
one hour, ij: was prbpofed to midee it death without benefit 
of clergy, an atnehdr^ient was, moved, that fuch continuance 
Ihould only be puniihed as a niifdemeanour. 

,Mr. Wllberforce the more lenient, as he faid, he 
thought the punifhment di(proportioned to the offence; from 
the imimcdiate neceflity of the cafe in a riot, the power of 
difperfing by force was juftifiable; by law, a man might kill 
another who attack^ him ; but hnvJng fecured him, he 
be guilty of {eipny without beuefft of clergy, if he 
afterwards killed him inrold blood. He conjured the Houfe 
not to adopt a claufe which, if carried into execution, he was 
peifuaded aU would re^nu 
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Mr. Stanley declared his (^inion^ that it Ihould be only a 
roifdcmeanour. 

Mr. Banks agreed with Mr. Stanley in tbiidcing thepunifb* 
xnent of. felony was too fevere for the offence. 

Sir Peter Barrel contended, that if the crime was made 
kfs than fdony without benefit of clergy, it would be incon-* 
fiftent with the empowering the magiftrates to dilperfe bjr 
force; for if, in doing fb, men were killed, it would only be 
a fummary way ,of inflicting the puuifhment of death, to 
which the law would otherwife condemn them; on the 
contrary, it was declared, ordy to be a mifdemeai^j^p, the 
killing in the aft of difperfing by force, would be ext^ding 
the puaifhment the law would inflift^ by a fummary mode of 
proccedinc:. 

Sir. 1 ^, Dolben earnefily called upon the Houle to adopt 
the mod: mild and limited mode bf punilhment the emerge 
cncy would permit. 

fhe Solicitor General enlarged upon the magnitude of the 
offence, and contended for the propriety of a levere puniih*- 
ment. 

7 'he Committee divided, » ^ 

Ayes - - 80 

Noe^ - 13 

Majority - 67 

The Committee then'proceeded to fill up the blanks in the 
other claufes; and when the mofi material clauie in the whole 
Bill, namely, that which was to empower the magiftrates to 
declare the aflembly imlawfal, upon any matter being pro¬ 
pounded that Ihould appear to be unlawful, or tending,to 
fcdu'foii, &o«».9nd ,,|r %jinbive the meeting, &c. the whole 
claufe was ftruclToiit. 

'1 he Bill is made to commence in the metropolis, and 
within 20 miles of it, the day after it (hall have received the 
Royal allent, and within feven days all over the kingdom. 

The Solicitor General propofed, that the BUI fhouid continue 
in force for three years. 

Mr. Stanley propofed one year, which being objefted to, lie 
offered to agree to two years, which was refultd> ot\ which;the 
Committee divided, 

(for, the term of three years) 46 : 

(for the term of three years) 2 . : 

Mi^erity ) - . 44 

The 
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■ The 3iH th«n i«M ^ ipowmjt)^ and the report was 
received immedlat^y, (vdaed^to be tatken into conlideratioa 
QO Tuefday, Decentbet r,;,^. ^w* the Bill be printed.— 
Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

MoKOAV, Ntvembtr 30. 

COROON ACAIttST BtTME AND OTHERS. 

Their.Lor^Aips, aft» he^ijng counfel on the above cafe, 
ordered it to ftiabd over for. three wcdcs,! to afford the parties 
9a op^itonity to accommodate mattersii—Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Monday, November 30. 

MV. jBierm Anderfen moved for leave to bring in a Bill 
to enlai^ tfaecharter of the London AiTurance Office. Leave 
oras granted. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr. David Scctt prcfented a petition in favour of the 
Convention and Treafon Bills from the Eaft-India Company. 

Mr. yeiyl wifhcd that tjie minion might not go abroad, 
that it was the petition of the Company, as had been ffated, 
it did not ipeak tl^ feiife of the Company, but was only a 
^ition of the Diredors, who were a diliin& part of the 
Proprietors. 

Mr. David Scott replied, that the Court of Directors 
managed the affairs of the Company, «(;gvvv(^entitled'^ 
come forward with their petition which bcBeuned fpoke the 
of the Proprietors in general. 

' Mr. Grey preiented a petition from the nobility, gentry, 
f^rgy and irceholders,. of 'the county of Northumberland, 
ai^n^ the Bills. ftated the way in which it was 

pptaa.hed. The High Sheriff of Northumberland,' he faid^ 
bad refufed to comply with a requiAtion from feveral ref- 
pe&able gendetnen in the county, to call a meeting for the 
porpofe of cmiSdering the Bills. In one of the daily prints, 
l^nmver, he had fren- an account of a meeting, which had 
held at Morpeth, for the purpofr of vcaing an addrels to 
bilC'Majefty) which he would have no obje&'on to have ligned. 
t^mediately on the ad4irefs being voted, the Sheriff who was 

prefrut 
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prefent withdrew, and'Sir J. SwinbiirniS took die chair, when 
the petition was voted iiltnbft ah^Tir^oufly. 

Colonel Stanley prefented a pistttum from die merchants^ 
traders, &c. of the town of Liverpool, in favour of the Bills* 

Mr. Blackburne prefented a petition to the' fame effe^ 
from the Mayor, Aldermen, iind Common Council of Liver** 
pool. 

General Tarleton prefented a from a number of 

bankers, merchants, and tradefenen of Liverpool againft the 
Bills. ^ 

The General faid^ that llie. Mayor had refafed B call a 
publick meeting, ana that the petition, although it lay^ for 
fignatures but a very fhort period, was figned by many V'ery 
refpedilable charaders. 

Mr. Howard prefented a petition from the town and neigh¬ 
bourhood of Lymington againil the Bills. 

Lord Belgrave prefented a petition alfo in favour of the 
Bills from Chefter, figned by 2,300 inhabitants, after being 
iinanimoufly carried at a ""publick meeting regularly notified. 
Bv recent information froni that town, his \ordfhip faid, he 
was authoriftd to ftate, that the manner in which the previous 
petition was obtained, was unfair and fcandahus in the highdb 
degree. 

Mr. Egerton prefented;^ petition from the Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Corporation of the town of Newcaftle, in favour of the 
Bills. 

Mr. Milbanke prefented a petition from the town and 
neighbourhood of Durham againft the Bills. 

Lord Hood prefented a petition from the High Bailiff, 
Stewards, and perfons holding official fituatibns in Weft- 
minfler, in of^ uic Bills. 

Mr. Fox obferved, that it had been faid, that the petition 
voted by the meeting in Palace Yard did not exprefs the fenfe 
of the inhabitants of Weftminfter, and an appeal had 
made from it to the different Parifhes to juftify the ailerdon. 
I'he fenfe of the parifhes coinciding however with that of thb 
general meeting, the official gentlemen in Weftminfler were 
brought forward. He would only further fay, that if he had 
been afked, whether the petition which he had the honour to 
prefent, fpoke the fenfe of the Bifhop of Rochefter, and Tome 
other individuals, he would undoubteSHy have confeffed that 
he was not fanguine enough to expeA the honor of the 
fignature of that learned prelate, or hi*i friends. 

Mr. yervois prefented a peii.io:; fjf'm Inhabitants of 
Hants, in the county of HampfLl * - rt..- •/.>. 3 i’ - 

Mr. Secretary Dunda^ prefcntcu /,• ":‘ii ii ...a 
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Magiftrates and Council of Qlafeow^. in favour of the Bills. 
And another to the from the merchants, traders, 

&c. of Glafgow. , , . , 

Mr. Fi^x^ in the abfaicc of Sir .W. Milner, prefented a 
petition from the Common Ha8 of the city of York againft 
the Bills. The meeting at which the petition was agreed to, 
Mr.‘ Fox faid, was the moft numerous and refpe£l;able that 
liad ever been held in the i|pmory of any man that attended 
ir, and .was agreed to with only three or four dilfenting voices. 

Mr. Fox alfaprefcnted a petition from the inhabitants, of 
Plymouth, Plymouth Dock, and Stonehoufe, againft the Bills. 

Mr. Rofg^ junior^ read a letter from l|ie chairman, to fhew 
that the mating did not exprefs the fenfc of the people of 
Plymouth. 

William Smith prefented a petition from the town and 
ndghbourhood of Wrexham, in the county cf Denbigh, 
a^inft the Bills. 

All which petitions were read and laid upon the table. 

IRISH BRIGADE. 

General McLeod faid, before the Army Eftimates were 
taken into confideration, he wiftied to make fomc motions on 
a relative psut of the fubjed. As the buGnefs flood for the 
next day, be would accordingly move, I'hat there be laid 
before the Houfe the return of the Jrifh Brigade enliflcd to 
fcrve againft France, up to the ift of Auguft, 1795, with an 
account of their pay and allowancebut from the important 
debate that was likely to enfue, he Aould not perfift in it if it 
were oppofed, but bring it on fomc other time. 

The Secretary at War-^ (Mr. Windham) objefled to the 
wording of the motion, on the ground that at prefent it 
would be impofEble for government tCKtjmpiyswth it. 'f'hc 
JriOi Brigade were to be recruited and kept in Ireland, and by 
a new regulation were to be paid on the Englifh eftablifh- 
ment. Certain monies had, indeed, been iflvied on that ac¬ 
count; but the returns had not yet been made to the War 
Office of its application. 

' General McLeod withdrew his motion. 

BUDGET. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid that he had given 
, notice of his iiitentions to open the Budget on Wednefdav, 

- but from the multiplicity of bufmefs that had fincc occurred, 
.ipraa induced to poftpone it to Monday the yth, 

Mr. Qiey faid, ihatjjie flrould on account pf what the right 
bdnora^ gUitleman Bad faid, dvfer his motJon for a pacifica-^ 

lion 
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tion with France, which flood for the fame day, till the 
Wednefday" folio wing. 

COMMITTEE OF INQyiRY, 

Mr. moved, That the Committee of Inquiry con., 
cerning the authors of the libel, entitled, “ 7 'houghts on 
Government," be revived, and do fit, notwithftanding any ad¬ 
journment of the Houfe, and report their opinion from time to 
"time. Ordered. 

Mr. Sheridan Informed the Houfe that the Committee ap¬ 
pointed to enquire who was the author of the pamphlet in- 
litlcd “ Thoughts On the' EngUlh Government," would 
prefent a report the next day. 

RELIEF OF THi. POOR IN THEIR OWN HOUSES. 

Sir Pf^iiliam Tciotg moved for leave to bring in a Bill to ex¬ 
plain and amend fo mLicl. of an Adi, of the qih of George I. 
as prevents relief being exiended to them in their own houfes. 
Leave was given. ^ 

. TREASON RILL. 

The order of the day, for the Houfe to k ‘;folve itfclf into a 
Committee of the whole Houfe, to confider of a Bill for the 
better Security of his Majefty’s Perfon and Government; the 
queftion bci ig put, That the Speaker now leave the Chair^* 

Mr. Erjkine faid, it might appear fomewhat remarkable to 
the Houfe, that he, who, upon ordinary occafions, difeovered 
no particular adlivity in the bulinefs of that Houfe, fhould of 
lale have fhewn fo much zeal, and fo keenly have engaged in 
the difeuffion of political queftions, moft efpecially that he 
flioiild have that day been the firft to rife to oppofe the 
Speaker’s leaving the chair, on a Bill entitled Bill Ibr tite 
better fccurrty‘i.:^Ms iVlajefty’s perfon and government." He 
would not, he declared, degrade h'mfelt by exprefling the 
abhorrence he entertained ot the abominable outrage offered 
to the fovereign, or thofe fentimefnts of loyalty, which, as 
amhoneft man, he ought to feel; fentiments, for which he 
had a right to expect every perfon fhould give him credit, and 
which could not be doubted without injuftice. The fafety of 
the king was intimately connedied wtih the happinefs of the 
ftate ; to fecure that cortncdUoipit was of the laft importance 
to adapt the regulations which were propofed for his fecurity^ 
to the genius of the people, and the conftitution of the go¬ 
vernment. That his Majefty’s perfon fhould be prefcrvcd 
and fecured, was a meafure, which iv)t merely political wifr 
domj but generofity itfclf,required. / He was placed upon t 
VoL. II, 1795. H pinnacle^ 
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pnnacle, expofed to obfervation aiid to envy. Every ob¬ 
noxious layv, every fevere'meafure, was executed m hie 
name ; he was the point to-which the voice of complaint, dnd 
the murmurs of the fufferer, were naturally dire£ted. In pro- 
iccling him from tlv^ dangers to which fuch a fituation was 
eXpofed, it was to he confidered how far the provifions were 
fuited to the purpofe. He had formerly faid, and ne ftill 
mainuined, that this Bill turnifhed no new fecu'-ity to the 
king's perfon, althoifgh it took away from the fecurity of the 
fubjc£i. He had oppofed it, and would continue oppofe it 
with all his might, becau^ it moft deeply afFcded the liberty 
and happinefs of the fubjeft, whSe, inftead of contributing to 
the iafety of the King, it brought him into the greateft peril 
It was a political axiom, of the higheft wifdom and the 
tnoft undeniable truth, that the fewer the reftraints that 
were impofed upon a people, and the fefs that natural liberty 
was impaired in confiftency with the fafety and the energy of 
government,' the freer and happier were thofc who Jived 
under it. • The more cool and Utitious the conduft of the 
houfe, before they introduced new or lupcrfluous reftraints into 
‘that lyftem where fo few were to be found the better; before 
they engrafted fevere penalties upon laws by which mild chaf- 
tifements had been enabled, cogent rcafons fliould be ftated, 
and the neceffity proved. It was even wrong, upon flight 
pretences, to repeal any of thofe old arid reverend law.-. 
wjiich were entwined with the habits and the manners of a 
people, efpecially thofe ftatc laws which had been cnafted 
Equally for the fafety of the prince, and the freedom of the 
people. At any rate, they were never to be altered without 
the, ftrongeft proof that they were inadequate to the ends 
they propofed, and to which ihc)^ liad been^jjjpUcd. It was 
not enough to be able to point at an alarming conjundture, 
it was neceflary to prove the exifting Jaws unequal to avert 
ih^ danger that was threatened ; and,, in the adoption of new 
laws, it was proper to conficlcr whether they guarded beties 
againft the evil than thofe in cxillcncc. 

The great principles on which our forefathers proceeded in 
Ibeir criminal law, ahd efpecially in the ftate law, wero 
ftriftly to obferve thefe rules Firff, prccifion, from the ne- 
g)e£l of which fo much conflifion and oppreflion had oi> 
various occaflons arifen, and from which our own hiftory 
]^x>ved fo much tyranny and injuftice to have proceeded.. 
The fecond was, never to make the penalties of the law 
ipore fevere than was IccelTary. The ftatute of King Ed- 
III* difplayedin an eminent degree this mild and bene¬ 
ficent 
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ficcnt difpofuion. h W3S difliri||ii{hed t\y thatconcife and 
njajeriic fimplicity by which oulHbid enaftmcnts were cha- 
radlerized. I hat flatute had two diftindt and feparate ob*^ 
jficls i the fktciy of the King s perfon, and^ the ftability of 
bis governmenr* in which all Hate crimes, that ever liad 
€xi^Lcd, or that, in the range of imagination, could be 
conceived, were comprehended and provided for. Prior to its 
enaiSlmeiits, i nglanJ was in ihat fituaiion 10 which, by fome 
ftrange and fatal foll> or depravity, it feemed to be the in¬ 
tention of Tome to drnw her back. I'hen there was no law 
to define the imits of guilty and' to contra(£l the boi|.nds of 
difcrction. Every branch of :allegiance, however trifling, 
at that dark ser . involved a capital offence, and the mifguid^ 
cathufiall was coi'.Pj^jnded with the malignant traitor* Every 
thing \v;o -id to be tKafon which it ferved the purpofes c 5 f 
tyraniu co lay n-^ld of for the punifliment of offence, or the 
gratifK itiv - 1 he ftatute of Edw^ard the Third, 

in iih --j o*' Ghifcf jufLice Hale, was enabled zs 2 Lrm£dJaI 
lazv^ .i n ;ii .h former opprelEons, and to fecure the adr 
of p«ir"' and impartial juftice. The words of it 
whcio, .. !»u ^vtr fhould, compafs or iLiagine the King’s 
death/ M the pn lent Bill, a variety of new terms, were 
intru.. ucjd in addition lo^Ue finiple expreflion of King Ed- 
Weird’-^ ilatui'c, than which nore was better calculated for the 
purpofe It had in vicvv, or aftbrvied a more complete fecurity 
to MU King and his fubjefls. Penbns ignorant of the legid 
interpretation of the words, ^ Lom<ajs and hnapne^'^ might^ 
indeed, a(k, if ftronger words could not have been ufed ; but 
when they knew thtdr import, they would be fatisfied that 
the words were of moll appropriate fignification, and that it 
was Impofliblc to ufe cxpru-fiions more general and pompre- 
henfive. In the law language or that period, it v^s felony to 
pompafs or imagine the deaih of a fellow fubjccl, but it 
was thought too (evere to make the crime equally great in the 
cafe of a fubjedt, as in the cafe of the king, and it was laid 
afide asto the lubje£h In proof of which he cited Fofierji 
193* follows; 

The ancient writers, in treating of felonious homicide,, 
confidered the fclomous intention njXni efled by plain fa£fiy 
not by bare words of any kind, in tiic fa^ne light in any point 
of guilt, as homicide iifclf. The rule was volnniaX nputaiur 
profytU, And while this rule prevail, d, ihe nature of the 
offence was expreifed by the term compajjing the death. 

This rule bath been long laid aiile as too rigorous in the 
cafe of common perfons. But in theKafe of the King, Queen, 
Ha and 
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and Prince, the ftatute of, ^a(bns hath, with great propriety, 
retained it in its full extenrlnd rigour: and, in dcfcribiiig the 
offence, hath likewife retained Xhe ancient iijodc of exprefiion. 
** When a man doth compafs or imagine the death of our 
lord the.King, or of our lady his Queen, or their eldcft fon 
and heir, and thereof be (provabltment). upon fufficient proof 
attainted of open deed by men of his condition/* 

To compafs or imagine the king’s death, Itherefore, had the 
fame fignification as in the common law when it concerned a 
private perfon 5 and the crime which the words import was 
treafon in the cafe of the fovereign. 

The fecond part of the Statute of Edward, he faid, con- 
ftitttted it to be treafon to levy war in the realm againft his 
Majefty, or adhere to his enemies. Thcfe enactments were 
meant to defend the King in his royal capacity. The firit 
obfervation that prefented itfelf was. Why was not the con- 
fpiracy to levy war againft the King High TVeafon? Cct- 
tainlyj becaufe our benevolent anceftors never outllripped the 
neceffity which demanded the regulation. If a murderous 
confpiracy exifted againft the perfon of his Majefty, there 
was no occafion for external preparation to difeover it. It 
jurked in the mind, and could execute its phrpf)re without 
that force by which it might be expofed. But when the mur¬ 
derous intention exifted in the levying of war, it was there 
left to be difeovered by the ads, and the conspiracy iifoK was 
not reckoned treafon. (The Attorney Gert^nal feem-d to 
diffent.) Mr. Erlkiiie begged the learned gentleman would 
not imagine that he had forgotten the dements and principles 
of law’, and that he would hear the doctrine ftated clearly be¬ 
fore he expreffed any opinion. He faid, that the ftatute did 
not put thcfe two treafons upon the Time footing, and for two 
obvious rc^fons. In the cafe where the pS-fon of the fove- 
reign was concerned, the bare expreftion of the intention was 
fufficient; becaufe the crime could be perpetrated without 
difficulty, and on that account required a more fpeedy inter¬ 
ference of the law, to prevent the intention being completed. 
When the levying of war was, however,* againft the King 
in bis regal capacity, the fame rapid interference of the law 
was not required, and the intention was to be more clearly 
evinced by acts before the ftatute meant to fuftain the con- 
fplring alone an act of treafon. In the latter cafe, more 
force was necclTary to effectuate the purpofe. The King was 
fecured by his tfor>ps, by the attachment of bis people, and 
by the other means oHdefcnce, lefs jealoufy was therefore 
neceffary. There mu^ be an overt a£t to conftitute the 

treafon 
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treafon. The ftamte of Edward Ilf. bellowed every feciirity 
which the fituatioii would admit. It was 10 bs conliderci 
then what formed an overt-afti The intention to take away 
the King’s life was a crime of which Hale obferves, that 
it is iinpoiEble to be feen, or to be taken cognizance of. 
Where the intention could be fhewn to exift, it was rreafoii 
under the firll branch of the llatute. No now ac^-could give 
greater fccurity on that head than the ftatutc of Edward Ill. 
or contribute more effeclup.liy to the jrinilhmcnt of the of¬ 
fender. What was the ovcrt-adl, mult be confidered by the 
Judges. It muft be laid in the indictment as the means by 
which the treafon was to be perpetrated. I'he Judges only 
decided, indeed, what atfis wtrein law overi-adts of treafon; 
the Jury determined whether, though the acls were cllablilhed 
in point of f.3ct, the malignant intention exiilcd. In ndert- 
ing that d()£trine the whole law of England bore him out. 
A man might commit the overt-acts uhir h the law recog¬ 
nized, and yet be found inr.occnt, and it (lught to be fo. 
'Thefs doctrines were laid down in all the State tiials which 
had occurred during the bell times. In the "afe o? Sir John 
Freni and others,accufed of confpiring to levy war agaiutlKih^ 
William, the ovcit-acis were didindlly llated, Frencl wds 
clearly guilty, but Chief fullice Ho!r only llatcd the overt- 
ait as proof of the com palling, and left the jury to pronounce 
upon the intention. Sir John interiiofed an objection in law, 
that hih confpiring, whatever might have been the confe- 
cjuence, was not treafon under the ll itute of King Edwarc<, 
though the complelion of his dcl’igns niull have involved the 
death of the King as an u;! mediate eitcci:, not as an event 
flowing from heaping conltnudion upon conftni^flon, and 
conleqiicnce upon coiu'lqucncc. fhe overt-act charged in 
his indictment, was the railiog of rr-iops in France, to aid 
the caufc of the Pretender. Dr. Goldfnmth liad taken occafion 
to fay, that Fi end made an excellent defence, but that JulHce 
Holt w'as,prejudiced. Mr. lirtliine denied theidl’ertion ; and 
he did it lipon this ground. Sir John Frciid laid that the 
troops were raifed at his inftance; and ♦hat the purpofe for 
which they were raifcfd was to levy war agairnl the King; but 
tefling his caufe upon the’intention not having hcon carried 
intoeffcdl, he contended, that he was innocent of the charges. 
1 o which Holt replied, that if there wa*? only a confpi- 
“ racy to levy war, it was not treafon. It is only afuhftan- 
tive treafon, not a treafon in the abflraci: but if the defign 
and cqnfpiracy be either to kill th^; King,* or to depofe 
him, or to imprifon him, or put an^ force or pcrfonal re- 
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ftraint upon him by force, and the way of efFedling thefc 
‘‘ ptirpofes is by levying war, then thq confpiracy and con- 
. fultatjon to levy war for that purpofe is high treafon, ihougl> 
no war be levied; for fuch confultation and confpiracy 
an ovrrt-adi, proving the ccmpailing the‘death of the 
“ King-’* He then goes oii, 7 'liere may be a war levied 
without any defign upon the King’s perfon, which, if adlu- 
** ally levied, is high tr'..afun; though purpofing and defigt^ 
“ ing fuch 0 levying of vi’ar was not fo.” I'o confpire to 
levy any fpecres of war, perfonaily direfted againft the King, 
as to kill, dethrone, or im{^ifon him, is ap overt-a£l, and 
can neither be demuired to,' nor afford ground for an ^rreff 
of judgment, but mult go to a jury to decide on thp tend¬ 
ency and motive. In that cafe it was obvious, if the Pre- 
tender had been reftored, William III. would have been a trai¬ 
tor: and therefore .the intention to defiroy him was clear, 
and the confpirary to levy war wa? the overt-adl, which not 
being rebutted, the jury found Frend guilty. This being thq 
cafe, how was he furprifed to hear that the prefent Bill intro¬ 
duced no aIttTation in-the'exifting law of inafon? It at 
leaft made this alteration, that, inlfead of a plain ancient fta- 
tute, Inftead of the old and known fyfrem, it gave a new 
code, unexplained and indefinite. 7 ’hc ftatute of King Ed¬ 
ward, notwithftandlng the coiiftrudions that had been at¬ 
tempted put upon* it, had been fortified by the prece¬ 
dents of many years, and had been lendcrcJ in a great mea- 
fure clear and explicit: Whereas the prefent Bill went to rob 
them of the limited applicatioji of thefc conitrudtions, and 
again to plunge them in all the dangers of dilcretionary inter¬ 
pretation and legal ambiguities. He afKtd, whatj in the name 
, of God,^ was meant by fuch a proceeding? A confpiiacy to 
levy wat againft the perfon of the fovcrcign was an overt acEl 
of high frca'on under ihcfirfl branch of the ftatiitc of Edward 
the third, but it was extended by the prefent Bill, to all ihofe 
a£ls which under that ftatute were not held to be treafouable. 
7 he compp./fings, imaginations, devices &c. were by the Bill 
made a coiu''piracy,4|iot againft the life of the King, but.in 
, any remote cindtruilion declared' to be treafon. Even the 
pulling down of a hawdy-houfe, or aiiy petty aft whatever, 
might come under the treafoiiuble operation of the prefent 
BilU A letter found^ in the clolct of an individual, though 
not connected with any afts, ar.d not imnicdiately aiming at 
the fedety of the King, would be conftrued into a trcafonablp 
aft, and w'ould it be M aintained that the Bill made no alter¬ 
ation in the Jaw of trclfon ? 


Were 
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Were Gentlemen lefs fecurc of the Sovereign ift his regal 
capacity at prefent than at any former pe. iod? Was there 
any deficiency of loyalty in the State, cr was there ariy de¬ 
ficiency of military force to quell thofe difcontents which 
neceffarily arofe even in the bell regulated governments? 
Had they not' already every fecurity for the fafety of the 
^vereigiit that could be obtained from laws and troops? 
fjj^as it confbnant with juftice or found policy, to harrafs the 
people with new and "grievous reftrainis and wean their love 
from the perfon of the Monarch by arbitrary ftatures, at a 
period when every man ought to combine*their affcL-tions 
around the throne ? 

No law could more fecurcly or more elFeclually guard the 
perfon of the Sovereign than thofe in exiftence, which equally 
provided for prevention or for piinilhment. Every kind of 
levying war was cttibodied in this Bjll ; and though formerly 
only reftridled to the royal character, were to be reckoned 
treafonable in future without limitation. For alj thefe changes 
what principle was that that could gravely be Hated as a reafon 
for fuch dangerous proceedings ? It was faid, that on the day 
on which his Majelty was coming down, to Parliament, to 
perform the molt facred fundlion of his regal office, he had 
been infultcd by a crowd, and that in this crowd a mifereant 
wretch had been found, who had (he dark malignity of heart 
to allault the coach of the King, and to bring bis facred 
perfon into danger. Me could not tell the exadt amount of 
the evidence taken relative to the outrage againll his Majefty. 
But, good God ! Was it necelTary to civk^I new laws to 
punilh fuch an offence ? Muft the old law of King Edward 
III. in which the I'nglifh nation felt To much honell pride and 
exultation, be abolilhed and annihilated, upon pretence of an 
outrage which no enadlment could prevent, but which the 
cxifting laws weie perfedlly adequate to punilh ?^Was not the 
‘throwing of the Hone, by which tlie King’s perion was en¬ 
dangered, a lufficienc overt-adtr And if the abandoned 
wretch, by whom the adl was committed, were to be appre¬ 
hended, could any one doubt the fate that would attend him ; 
unlefs he could (hew fomething which might piovc that the 
original intention which the action feemed to dilcover did not 
exilt f 

He would call upon any man in the Houfe to (ay, that the 
laws ever were in one Inftance found inadequate to the 
punilhment of fuch an outrage. In the trials at the Old 
Bailey lall year, the qutfiion was, wlieihf|r the conl'piracy laid 
as the overt-acl, had an) foundation? No overt-ad had been 
. alledged 
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alledgeJ, 9S immediately aiming at thp life of the Sovereign ; 
^t)d much as he differed on the point of law from fome ex¬ 
planations of it which came from high authority, the Judges 
never had contended that a Confpiracy, or any thing lefs than 
an ovcrt-a(S, could conftitute high treafon; and even after 
overt-a6ts v/ere proved, they left it entirely to the Jury to 
judge of the intention of their authors. What then prompted 
the Houfc to put the life of the King in a different fituatij|P 
from that in wiiich that of his predcceifors had flood ? What 
could tempt them to frame a Bill, comprehending an immenfe 
vaiiety of ncwtrcifons, and even conftitutihg writing into an 
overt-aft of treafon? Why did they not adhere to the mode 
followed by their aiiceftors, or why by dark a0 ambiguous 
language pervert t'^e cftabliflied nature of crimes, and the 
known rules of cvjdcncc. If it was already underftood that 
writing was an overt-nft, why was it not foexpreflcd without 
doubt or equivocation?'VV^hy did not they ufe the good old 
phrai'e of our anceftor?, as proveahly atUiinicd? or, if they 
were determinW to create new fubflantive treafons, why not 
permit the fubjeft to be tried upon thefe treafons by fair and 
legal evidence, without introducing terms of which it was im^ 
poflible to divine the meaning, or which, if they hud any mean¬ 
ing, contained an infult on the underftanding and the feelings 
of Eiiglifhmen ? 

It was flated in the firft enaftnient of the Bill, that it was 
treafon not merely to intend the death of the King, but to 
depofe him from his fliie, honor, or kingly name of the im¬ 
perial crown of this realm, &c. He could not exprels the 
aftonifhment the preamble of the Bill had filled him with. 
It was a libel ou the Parliamcpts of this country, Jt 
prtipofed calling to mind the good and wholcfome piovifions 
v/hicii had at different limes been made by the wifdom of 
Parliament in former periods. What were ti.eie good and 
whdefonie |)fcccdcnts? T hey were precedents, ieprobatcd» 
by the beft men who had ever adorned this country. The 
Statute of Edward I. was nailed, and was foliovved by that of 
Richard, which enacted, like the prefent, a variety of new 
treafons; but, as was obferved hy Blacklione, fo little effeft 
have over-violent laws to prevent any crime, that, within two 
years after this new law of treafon, refpecling imprifonment 
and depofing, this Prince was both depofed and murdered.’^ 
The Statute of Henry IV. by which that of Richard and 
other Icvcrc afts that had been made were repealed, fays, that 
lio man was Ue, or knew how to Ipeak, lav, or do, for fear of 
‘ ' »befe 



^•V. 36.] WOtoFAtt'S PAkLIAMBTTtAfeV REPORTS. 5^ 

ihcfe hew coiiftnt£t?ohs of 'treabn* Severe laws had ever 
experienced a fimilaf fatd He ^ferred ihe Houfe alf0,to,the 
preanihle of the firft adl of Q^reen Mary’s reign, which ftated 
as tli^ ground and reqibn of ihe abolition of oppreHive laws, 
the lidi'JfriipG to which thL7 g.ive rife, and declared that the 
fafety of a fovcreigit depended more on the love of his fiibjefts 
than f'-ar niifed by-fevere penalties. 

He deprecated the idea of renewina;, under the Houfe of 
lllanovdr, thofe ftatutes which a.t diirerent. periods had with 
found wifcioin beeh fwept fro.n our code. MoJeroliiQii and 
lenity, he contended, formed th^e trueft policy that could l?e 
followed; and, in fadt, the law, fo dciinite and mild, b^d 
always beew^nd fufneient, even in the raoft perilous tim^S. 

In tne reigjjH William III. it was llrong enough to prdteft 
him even™^nft the allaninacion plot. So in the reigns of 
(T;orgc I*and II. it was found adequate to guard them, 
though alTuilcd by rebellion and foreign force united. On 
thefc trying occafions it had never been fuggcfled to ma|s;e 
any alteration in the eft.iblilhed Jaw of treafon, known and 
venerated throughout the land ; and fuch was the attaGhmenr^ 
he faid, of the country to that law, that maiy people exulted 
in the acquittals at the Old Bailey, becaufe they proceeded 
from a fair and broad conftrucjion of the ftatute of ireafons, 
though they condemned the conduct;uf thofe who were tried) 
and thought them bad fubjeefs. 

Was It fit he would afk that the'Houfe fhould at this time 
proceed to adopt me.ifuucs fo inconfiftent with the principles , 
of the rcvolutioii, which nothing in the prefent conjuncture 
appeared even to authoiife. A iimilar law had been cited, as 
an example, pafled in the reign of Charles the Second; the 
fituation of that monarch was however not only very diffcteot ^ 
fr<jm that of his prefent. iVIajcfty, but the Bill, heavily penal 
as It wms, did not obtain its object; and, perhaps, the odium 
of tiie latter part of his reign, and the expulfion of his face 
I'rom the crown, was, in a meafure, to b'e attributed to 
it. Violent as the meafure was, it fliould be recoHe£tcd, that 
it was preceded by an A£kof Grace, almoft univerfal, and that 
the King’s father had. been recently brought to the block. 
That Bill therefore paffled in the'madnefs ot loyalty in which 
men’s minds were at the time of the rdloratjon, and when 
tSey readily facrificed every confiderarion of their own 
liberties and fafety to pleale smd ^flatter their prince. A 
motion made in the Houfe by Sir Matthew Hale himfelf, 
for the Houfe to conftder tlitt propriety of claiming feme pro- 
vifion for their liberties, met with the fucccf> which fzmilar 
Voi.. II. 1795. ' It motioiH 
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motions juft at prefent even Sir Matthew Hale was 

forced to defift, ovWwhdnied^^h>li>e damours of the Houfe. 
Lot the Houfe confider what had be^n th^ effeS prof^uceJ by ' 
that very ftatute of Charles ftio ^Secoii 4 His whole reign 
was fi'lco with plots and confpiracies. The people were 
divided into petitioners and abhorreis; and he was forry to 
trace the refembbince in the divifion, which in the prefent 
inftancO was attempted to be etlahiiihed of petitiv>ncrs and 
addreflers.*^ The only real plot, by which the life of the King 
was ferioufly endangered, was the Rye-houfe plor, and hat 
was not difconcerted by the operation of that law, but I v ntere 
accident. The reign of his prefent Majcfty «nd the reign* 

, of-Charles were pretty funilar for the number of^lots and 
confpiracics that were rumoured an J li’Icd a.greatM^ot ihe 
kingdom with alarm and appsehenilon, but in ttee^rdign of 
Charles, there was one plot more than in the reign George 
• the Third, , viz. the Ryc-houfc plot to which he had juft 
alluded. How did the fovereiga cfcape from the machina¬ 
tions of the confpirators who bad a defign againft his life? 
How was hil perfon defended from the hand of violence ? Did 
.that .piece of paper fave f He w'as faved by his 

houfe at Newmarket taking fire on the Wrdnefdav, whereas 
his affalEns were n6t ready to (hoot him till the Fiiday. 
Where was the plot at preleitt in exillence wiuen could 
i demand the enadtment of a ftatute r He was a^ r.^jdy as any 
maiT. to'adopt mcafures by which his Majefty ir ight be rc^illy 
fecured. Againft» attacks however which might enJangcr 
the King’s perfonal fafety, no laws could prt^ide. 

^rThere were, Mr. Erfkine faid, three clafies of attack, by 
which his Majcfty might perfonally be aflailcd. Reven^'*, 
which no part of the conduct of our amiable fovercigti 
ever could infiiire; infinity., which no lav/s could in-< 
fluence ; and political eiithuliafm, which legiflative riguhi- 
tion could IK ither intimidate nor comroul. He ccudd not 
heajr^jsiries flandered or accufed -backwardnei^ to convict 
men guilty of atrocities, as thofc againft whom the Bdls was 
. ai^nt to guard; No man, he v^as Convinced, who could 
' be'proved guilty, would efcapo The Bill even went to 
*banilh the ordinary expreffions of loyalty and happinefs. It 
iniijbt be dangerous to venture out when the Kirtg was pafs- 
ing along theftrccts, leaft fome circumftanccs (hould arife in 
which, even innocence might be involved. Good God ! 

' claimed Mr. Erfkme, I cannot believe that his Majcfty, con¬ 
vinced as he muft neceffaiily bciibrthe loyalty and attach¬ 
ment, bf his people, will ever givd^;his approbatidn to a law, 
under the pietcxt|of providing for'his iafet/i contains 

a ^ofs 
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a grofs and ^n&uhded ltt»el .i^p0n sthe chara^ler of his Tub- 
jeds. Wb^n itplea&d toii^ove^ from him the hand of . 
aiHi&ion, what demonftrations of Jojalty and a^Tei^ion 
pqared in the metropolis his Majefty pafled to St. Paurs, 
to give thanks to. heaven ibr his deliverance. One would 
have thought th^ it was one great family rejoicing at the 
recovery of their common father. And, notwithftanding all 
this tumult of congratoJatory joy, notwtthftanding that 
banq'iet of on which it is the for^une'of the prefent 

monarch dai'y to feail, his mioifters would infpire him with 
jealoufy and diftruft ; and inftead of < loud expreffions ^pf 
loyalty and love from his fubj^dts, the gloomy and rufpiqio^. 
filence that mark the reign of a tyrant, would prevail* 
alarm is i||indcd throughout the. kingdom, and (^ies and 
informers echo back the cry. 

Amongft the various piohibitions of the\Bi]1, the fecond 
emiding claufe coittained one calculated to j^ir up diilike or 
contempt by preaching, Of. any other oar things. He did 
not mean to cricictfe th^s ^raie $ nor could he conceive 
what thele things were, unices the groans and the expreffions 
of mifery, which the condudt of fome men had brought upon 
thenaiiun were meant to be alluded to. "The puniOiments pro* 
vided by the lilll agAinft thefe expredtons pi anguilh and bitter- 
nels ol lou!, he knew not where to look fan ^hey were not 
to be found in any code j even the moft tyrannical which 
cruelty had ever devifed. It refembled only the condu&of 
the tyrant of Syrac^i'e, as dei'cfibed by the poet; 

* . I ..■In tht vauUed roof 

The Tyrant fat, and throp^h a fccret channel 

Coilei£ted every found ; heard each comjdoint 

Of martyr'd virtue j kept a regi!ter 

Of lijjiis and groans, l y cruelty exported 1 

Nott'l th honcll la 'Sua;/e of the heart ; ' . ' 

Then oii the vicb'iis wreak’d his murd'roui rage, 

For yielding to the fedhigs of cheir naiute ! 

This was not, he fald, the way to render the people dutiful 
and aftedtionate* w^ Ibocked to read the puiiifhment, 
which the Sill affigns to the crintes it forbids. He could not 
conceive from what quiyer this arrow^was Ihot. He did not 
look to, any particular quarter, of the oppoute lide. If it 
was borrowed from Scotland, he would remark, that the law 
whicb inflided th^ feyerc penalty, at which every humane 
breaft muft to which the people of that country had 

chofen^to fubmh^nWas pafled by ^ parliament vvhich oeclarctt 
th<? king indefeafible, Wh^t, however, was the difcrction to 
\ 1 which 
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which the crime of mifrfetti^or wa$ by the Bill ’expofed? 
It was enough when It was'^ilrtfedy^ifcretibnary, temnered 
, by the mild charadter of the "laws of Jiugland, This dif- 
creiion was to be no longer confined to the fupreme judges, 
it was to be entrufted to every' court of oyer and terminer, 
and to every petty judge. Suppof , for inlbnce, a bookfelliy 
were to be engaged in the publication of a book w^hich he 
tiever read, not faw while it wasVprinting, which I'liould be 
adjudged a libel, he would only be the tenant at will of the 
minifter; arid for afecond offence, in which r.''. biame could 
be imputed to httn, he ndght be ^exiled for (even years. 
Soaie notice, he obferVed, had been taken of an argument of 
, ^ for^ncr dccafion. He had ftated that the Cordlitution 

of* the government w’as jealous of the ponders cnUullcd to the 
executive branches, and had not intended to th.ow impara- 
tion’ upon any fet of magiftrates. By the prt-ft nt Bill the 
honour and liberty of Biitilh fubjedts rniiiht be taken away 
for offences which it 'would hardly be dtxejTt to piofecute. 
Every low Msgiftrate might exerdfe this power without any 
adequate controul on his mind wguard againft its abufe. 

I'hc confequcnces of paflirig ’the Bills, which would ex- 
■pofe innocent fubjedls to the information and to the treachery 
of fpies, were drcadfirf- to be anticipated. He lupcd, how- 
eiw, that the||wou}d never pafs into laws. 'i"i»o voice, of 
thdpeoplq would, he trufted, fpcak fo boldly, and fo firmly, as 
to.coiripe} tniriillers to give up their defign. He declared he 
was no advocate for rebellion ; buthewllhcd the nation to 
expreis their difapprobatiori; and if the fpint of Englifhmcn 
remained, they vvould teftify their indignation of the attempts 
made.^^airift their liberties. . He hoped his Majcfly wc.uld 
riot endanger his own perfon by the paSing fuch a Jaw'. Were 
he entitled to defire an audience of Idm, he would reprefent 
to him the evils that woiiid enlue ; lie wmild rdmoll be 
tempted to throw off the forms of decency, and ndhiiig into 
royal prefence, conjure hi«; Majvfty not to expofe his 
people to fuch cppreffion, nor his own perfon and crown to 
fuch danger. T he Bill was a warning'for men to fly from 
the fight" of their fclh w cr^tures, to /hun'the pleafures of 
fbciaj intcrcourfc. fiifpicion was let ioofe to poifon the 
fources of happinefe j frt edom of (pecch was abolilhtd, con¬ 
fidence and harmony fefever annihilated. 

According to the law of libel,' as lately amended and rx- 
. plained, the jury were judges of what Wii a lib* J, as well as 
^ the in cinion of the ^utriof. That dorSifitic, appiofcd and 

however, mjght foon be fuperfcded 
prefcr.t Bill, Which jnight limit and 
J ' . contjoul 


applauded a^ it had b€|.‘n, 
by the operation of 
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controul the eftaWilheA privilegBtt.,of the & and deprive 
the people of that laft^baiyicr^^ by Vhich;^|fer liberties were, 
defended. 7 'he feverity,of^tl;^ puni&n^njf^w^ pn\y toi|# 
foftened by the lerjity of4he iifegitoate a^wer^ whicli* 
as the conftitutiotn never hitherto ^beftowedy without ^ .avatch* 
ful jealaufy, would jnever be cxcrcifcd without dangi:^, to the 
fubject. He would tluiefge oppofe the Speaker’s leaving . 
the Chair, and the faither.|||p;ers of he deemed 

of fuch dangerous tendenc|^. ^ ^ ' 

The Attorney General began his reply with ohfefvii^^ that " 
the iougaiid eloquent fpccch which tlie houfe jufi;' heard, ^ 
though certainly in many- pacts apppfite> was, * 1^ jniM 
fcarccly remind the houfe, rather dtre(£icd, 
vifionv thaiKi^ainft the principle erf the Bill; that tile 

proper (lage for dilcuiling the onjeSiOns which hisleari^ 
friend had urged with lb much ihgenuity^apd clergy; they 
could only hare been properly adv^mced Com-*' 

mittce. The pi elent point of decjfioq W^s there 

wa^> wbiguity in any particular clau/e or pafii^ ofJtic Bill^ 
jior v^cther tJie penalties inflicted vvere tpo fever^ bntiwl;^ 
ther the principle was fuch as fiiouid induGe:,t’\^Jo lead the 
Bill to a CommitLce. However necellaiy it'ln$®ht be 
him to reply to particular parts of thgtj[^ccb> when tb^ ^m • 
Ihoutd be to be debated pafagrajih by paragraph|,, he wduld 
then chiefly confider how far it would be neceflSurj'to eit^tDine 
the providons in order to amend them. T{ic|i(|^t BIB, 
as tar as it rehtted to. the pen%ltie^^ of high tr|j^, JSe fcould 
contend, was neither more' nor lef$ than an declaratory 
of tnc law of lid ward the j,,in that f^fe as an ex-, 

^lana o.y and declaratory 0 ^ 51 , 'all candid and Wife men rmQ: 
dccjn it to be of conndcrable fervice, and particularly;,ne- 
ceira-yat the prefent Could any man undecta^i^ t9 

dei;y that it would be of infitiite fervice for, jiarliamenfe to ’ 
paii> :i declaratory law, which would determine whether, the. 
different judicial deciiionsf/for a huodrerf years back up to 
the preknt day were or were not juft expoiitiohs of 
tute. No mcalure could of higher importance or utility 
than that it fbould.be declared diftinctly, what were thejufi 
interpretations of a Uw. which direcHy the bein^ and 

ibfety of the ftare, and of every Individual under it. \ ^ 
His learned friend had alinqft adoi^tqpi-that the prelbnt;Kll 
would not bear out the ijatutc of Veafon of the 25th of .Ed¬ 
ward 111 . from wHiob Opinion ho (b^^red ihoft completely $ 
he had never known a.'toeafure more eJ^entiisl fince the forma** 
tioii of that ftatutq than the prefent, 'inafinuch as it more 
^ * dearly 
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AcScariy defined and cxplaini^^e purport, meaning, and intent 
> oftbat ftatute, wbile {|iri<!Ity followed the letter and 

; , Hcfaidjhe hadjjaid a attention to the petitions 

which j^d been laid upont.j:he table againft the Bills, and, 
from ^ declarations of his learned friend, he uifidcrAood, that 
learned, friend, fi^lovved thej^icral propofitions laid down 
iaihofe petitions,, that the was not only ru'ly 

.. ad^q^uate to the prevention ^i^p&nilhment of the crime of 
that, under the plain letter of the la.v as it 
‘ frond at prelgnl^v it, was fo explicit and intelligible as to ad- 
*6.na mifcOTffirni^qn^ Here again he differed with his 
frfcnd; ..bfecaiife if .the law of treafon, accordiua to 
of Edward bejQ dear, explicit, and ir.tcilijdblr, 
diccaficn was there ffir the learned gcnilcman, in the 


I ^79Si tp,dc5i^ the Houfe to look to all the jud cial cx- 
|K>ntions |h^t put updn it? He agreed with him, that 

all juchc^j^SfXpQtfitl^S of to be looked at with 

pt^^cidatly,thole upoqj tw^afon; becauie. 

cmy treafon was; Uiat which immediately anet^ed 

an individual; bt begged his learned friend to 
a|{qi,^at.ahc Itacute oY, the a 5 th of Edward III. bad 
j^rpyided, tlfsat in all qimiitons of ^oubt and uncertainty, an 
Jbouh} be made to psirliatnent for a more definite and 
expofition j it was upon this principle that the 
been iatrod^cd; ^ a foller and fairer expofi- 
bed^i the .|ybje(El of an. inqucfl; in that 
(f hffe been th^e of a trial in the Houfe of 

were carried into 
the executive 

videlk^fy tKe King* According to the cicclara* 
Cidpiear^d tl^ellauite qf the J5th of Kvl.ward 

that Aoic who run might read, and thore 
,ll4^.ri^.iTy^t un^^and; ^when, however, he rceo'.lcded 
^fe'mari]^ and ue various conftrudions that had been put 
ftaturd^ how many^diSerent docifions had been 
that pafi^e.^upoo: war, when be 

,'sebei^ered all the dmia^Skm^; ^aken between actual and 
jto^TW^ve war, he c^ll nt^^ncidi^ He, therefore, 

• it a vvilb, a prud^ apd a wce&ry adt of the legifla- 

roparf]aii^^tc^'.}aw;, Jike prefenr, upon, that 
ffiijCute, Inarmoch as it tend tO beuiili of the cooMnon 

Wdal^ and to ^ fa^y the in proportion as k 

ir«|ld^pd a :ftattttt|«'|#g^y^itt<edJ^Rmbigukus 

r'' .. . 


.,^ 1 . 

’ Hod^'k 
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' . , ' ,^ l^^, '*^ If 

That’pailiainei^ had been refisrn^d to i0t,ijt^ag>?s; not dfiiljr 
for the anaitinent of netiir Iaw$,‘ but for the vdeclaration of 
old ones, and that the Jaw of treafons required fuch a decia^ 
ration no man could controvert, Lofd H4.^liad 
judical expofitioii of treafons, « Let. nb marr fugme that 
ihefe treafons aw* liot explained by the ftatute of £dw^W‘tj[I,*^ 

So it wa5; neccflary that parliament Ihould morc dfftihftly apd 
immediately deferibe whafiE^ and * what is tiot |fy ‘ 

giving notice that that llatute would attach tp fuch andli^ ^ 
crimt^s; and upon the fame principle did’ lajprd Hale iaj’Ji ia 
his obfervations upon the ftatuffe^pf Richard 11. that thh rer” 
gination of the depofition .of the King was included 
language of Edward 111 . He was' ready ro'admit that 
could hefitatc to ado^Tt the language of Mary, as appli^B 
the bloody a£ts of He nry VIll. but he muit totally 
the application of it to the prefent fuMeft ol*.debate* 

He was at a lofs whether he (hould, or OinuU iwti accord 
with th." cxpofltion .of the ftatute of Edward III. that to Qom- 
pafs or imagine the depofition of the King ^ aft of 
h'»gh treafon. If it fhould happen that he who argued 
depoiltiun of the Kinj to be an of ^igh treulbn, was, 
iiotwitaftunding, doubiful, whether it wasVo comprel^nded. ^ 
in that ihuutc, then he would ait, whether it was liotfit ta 
have fome declaratory law upon that fubjeft? ^ 

-Mr. Attotney Getieral remijided the HouJlc.fhajt^^^lW 
btfen called tfpon to discharge an arduous and painfqi^^i^ ii| 
thecouric ot the ftate trials^ as he, b^d before ftated'.tWj 
that oceafioM, gave it decidedly as his opinion, tHatl^e^^ha 
coinpafies or imagines thdiepoutfon of the 
or iinaoines the King's death.. Contrary opinicmsfiavtng,how¬ 
ever, been entertained upon that queft ion, hc'tboUght k higl!^*^ 
neceff'Ty that all ‘doubt', refpediing it fhould be 
He raid, hr had the authorities of the 
and Holt, and a (pecial 'verdift which was folfawed by 
cution TO confirm his opinitHjk He pbferved l^s learned Crii;^di' 
fhook Ins head on hearing this, *Tb obviate all tedSidks^/ 
altercation, waa it not therefore fit, fince the law fo wWenrty 
remained Indefinite and obrd4||’e,tKiit^accofding to tbefilrdng , 
exhortation of the fia^ute of J^walrd^ [il. it(eif, the parjlk* 
ment (lioulJ decide ? His*learned killed had fup^ed ^ 
upon Which he argued, that, tio the Kiiig would 

be an aft of high ti^afo^n ^ and it 'i^ thaf" 

there might bu an intedti^ i3Co woui|d, iep^^' 

prifou,^: Cv^n.pel the ajgainft his without itnf^ 

ailujd jntentba of killing' him, and confequently the law/ 

1 wotild 
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W(mld not attach., Itfvt^asr, hdjwfycri. by the natural rcafon of 
the probable confcquences that the 'ftatutc muft be tiiidcT- 
' and "thus it‘was that Lord Hale included the cornpnfll 

ing oj ifn4gining*the depofitlopof the King within the meaning 
, of the impute. In the calc of Sir John Frcnd, Trcby fays, 
for hefitting hy Lord Chief-Juftice Hok at the time, 
^ that the Lord Chief Juftice informed the jury, if they had no 
evidence that the dctendaiit ccinpaflcd or imagined the King’s 
deadly but confined his iiuentrons Solely to the depofition, hr. 
^ came withki the penalty of the ftaiute, and was gniity of 
treaf >11. He confrficd+hrmf If to be precifel)^ or the 

t iJtSpinion^ for idihough Sir John Freud had previoully 
itriged that Kisig William fhould have been 

difpeireucd of the thnme of this realm, and h ive 
lrbskiw*fercd ro efcape unhurt ro Holland, yet, he would uy 
diftifiAly that it'was treaf^n. The law had bten expounded, 
that cither to maim^ bruire, or to v\ound the of the 

King, Was an overt afl of treafoo; Lord Chuf-Juftic;.- Holt 
would have Called it a ciicumftancc of evidence. He fur¬ 
ther fopported his opiid,.n ’by the rales of Hardwickc and 
Lord LovaC, and th n^aflerted thiit the fingic queftion for 
* the Houfe would be^ to inform’tlur f^eoplc what tne law ot 
tveafim Taking it fur granted tliat the law did nut 

. fomd in th<^ <rf Edward as it did in the prclent hiT, 
he mtift utterly deny) lor the raf:ty or the fubjeCf, 
;^htoliJtely pecejTarv that it ffiould be fo madc^>5 
of the fubjedt only, hut for the lafety 
ottbe of ^ ancient and venerable ftrufturc which 

thef from their anccHk^rs, and w'hich they were 

leafl^ to endeavour to hand down unimpaired to 
rfirfr- poffcfjty: they ought to. prcfcrVe it from the attacks 
. of%e focicties of affiliated democrats, from the machinations 
of wicked who, with induffry and every ipecies of 

art, were er.deavoaftng to circulate their do..diinLS of equa¬ 
lity; dodriries v^nich were pubhlhed inf fuch a manner, tiut 
It wa^ impoffible dlm 60 to (fop their progrefs ; and prin- 
!dp1e$ : which, by diffi^iming diicontenti kd to the total 
; oymhfiM'of the conlHtutici^* ^ ^ 

•'^rbe Attorney General/adverted once more to the (bte 
a which l|R!^cclarcd he diJ not wifh to intro¬ 

duce into mat J®oufe o^cr thancjrcu nftancx^s rendered ab- 
Iblutely ncc^d^S^rW a tf^l^ous confpitacy was not 

wha^ P mtild affi, ^ trials prove f it 
jujjgbt be faid, (hey proved the tobccncc of the perijuns pro- 
: ^ ^ Ecuted 

; 
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fecuted: did tney not, hoiwever, leave the impreffion upon 
cv''ry man’4' mind (he cortfefied they did on his) that a con* 
fpiracy agatnft the conftitution did exift. If he thought fo, 
if It was the genuine imprefSon on the minds of men in ge¬ 
neral that fuch was the iaiSt, fome meafure was abfolutely 
m-cciTary to meet and prevenf the danger and its coide- 
qiiences. If necelTary, ought he not to think it bis duty to 
offer fome meafure to the oonlideration of the Houfi; and 
the nation at large ? Such then ware his fentiments, his 
duties, and fuch his condud from a (enfe of thole duties s 
and if the time fliould come, that gentlemen find they had 
laid down indolent and fupine, in the midft of rrfth^’sicr » 
tivity; if gentlemen fiiould find, too late, lhatdiey ha4<ill(i||^’ 
without caution or fear, wbilft their habitations were tomld- 
iris; around them ; if they (hould find that tbefe rcpuibHcaA 
ipo.lers had de<froyed their property; nay, if thole who had 
no property, but had that proud and important pofleffion, 
the liberty of a Briton, (hould find their conftitution crumblea 
m the duft by thefe political levellers ; they would then ac¬ 
knowledge the guardian care pf th^e who attempted to 
arreft the threitened evils; and poITtbly .be i.ot thanklels 
even for his cftoits, in attempting to prutUire a law which 
bears another text from that of Edward, and may provide 
agaitift cafes which have never yet happened in the biflory 
ut judicial adjudications; when the treafon (biking abroad 
was not Bntilh but French trcalon, derived from that faanefitl 
fource, which muft poifon every place to which it commu¬ 
nicated. When it likewife hiecame neceilary to provide 
barriers for the life and (afety of the heft of Princes; not 
more renowned for his virtues as a monarch, than efleemed 
for his condu^ and charader as a man; and when it was 
aifu necelTary to throw round the conftstution thefe general 
enactments which might explain the drlmquency and the 
puiiilhmenr, and whicii looked more to prevention diu to 
penalty. Upon fuch grounds he felt the'obligation to intro¬ 
duce the prelent iaw^ 

Another argument in favour of his declaration, he adduced 
from the commitment of Frith, the maniac, by the bte Lord 
Chancellor, as guilty of high tteabn; not becaafe Lord 
Thuriow could imagine that a-fmall pebble was likely to kill 
the King, but bccaufe it was marked by cireumftahces of 
peril which at firft indicated a treaftmable intention. On the 
fiipTOfition,'however,‘that it eras not the law of the country, 
and, ind^endent of any connexion with* the (bcieties, ae 
alk^ whether there was an inltance of a fioiilar attack upon 
Voi. 11. iy 9 |, K the 
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t|ie fijvereign wijh fhat the fir ft day of the feiSoni or 
there had ever!)}fien kr^wn a circufnftance that more 
e^ejUy cane^.U|»dri Parlia^nt to explain the law of trea- 
fi}n, arid,propole new pthvifiohs? 

With rc^ird to the obfervations of .hia learped friend upon 
dephfing b« Hajefty of bis ftyle, tide, or honour, if the 
eicprefitoo l«as inaccurate, it nught be ainended in the Com- 
; ihittec ; ^rojdft the maflt of pyo^ohal matter in which his 
. t^irned ftieod was engaged, be did not |rpndcr that he (hould 
flrget fuefe wyrds were a part of every mtute of high treafonj 
in tbV yei^ of WiUUm, it was beldajuftexpofi- 
:<nWthore perfon^ were guilty of high trea- 
^Ip^^hp, . any intention of Icilling that King, in- 

|<1h^fldicto fen'<j mifi.Wk to the continent, to fill the ftation 
f^M^rly held there. 

fUs^lelrnied friend^s objedibns to the claufe about com- 
paffing to levy war did not, be decl.nred, appear to him fuf. 
ficieht to bear out his argument. W ere it pradlicable to avoid 
the difiiculty, he owned he.ftiQald rejoice at it; the paflitges 
was indined to think m^ht be improved, and thence con- 
Ciliuded, that the t^je^ions vyarranted the fending the Bill to a 
Cotni^t^c. His Jeari^ friend had found fault with the 
■w.^t af^, Ke fai^ he bad not forgotten the trial of Sydney, 
J^''SyhicH,of the Judicature, that unfortu- 
* ; he would undertake to make that 

i-'IMUtof t^J® clear Jrr the Committee. With lefpecl alfo 
to the le^l^^Jlcndeman’sobje^ion, that the words, “ prove- 
f ufed, he had only to fay, 

ll^,w.|[j^Vliid intention was pr^erved though there Was 

the language of former times 
as fp''piTir<trve'me i&ral expreffibn. Fur bis own part, he 
confei^d be was notivibd^ to words ; it fhould be ohferved, 
boufever,r.tfaat it was thefa .esprefsly declared, that the per- 
fon arraigned muft be cpny^t4j<^ the tpftimony of two law> 
fill and credible-witneflbsi ' ; ^' 

,^ltb refp^ to mifrjptoesnoofb >t was, he reminded the 
maxim a wife and learned man, “ that 
rle^if^of phniftiinent-mfitred fhe obfervibice of the laws;” 
jlilrS,; as a ^general principie, he ^reed to; and he alfo 
^ in a finde inftance^ the punifhmcnt for a mif- 

slready fufficiently fevere; and Jnflanced a 
i?We, in the t Itb vpl. of State Tri^ Where his learned friend, 
now a hoble and %rned Lord,* hilt then adtng as Attorney 




li«rd, Thtttlow in Horae's Cabin tjyj*. 


General, 
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General, ba<* felt no diiScuUy m ealUng for d fipe, imprii- 
fonment, and judgment of the piUory, thoi^ tjfse Jibd upon 
record Was not like modern pubSicadoTis, si U|?eT On the 
government and confiitution of the country, and degrading 
to the mod facred and honouralde ebarafters, but merely a 
libel concerning the adminiftnation of the affairs of theiltmg* 
doni. With refpeAto the firft offence under this Swi^, 
obf.rvcd» a mifdemeannitr was liable lobe punilhed by etto* ; 
mon Inw, nor was any new conftruftlon given'* iTie mode 
of convicting, proving by the prefent Was more fe* 
vourable to the defendant than heretofore; by die exiftingi^i^' * 
one witnefs was fufficicnr to conviA avman, by 
Bill the fame fpecies of evidence in cafe$ of; high 
was rendered indifpenfibly neCeiTary, the concUipm 

teffimony ot two witneffes. 

The queftion thtn vi'a«, would jhey punifb, otl^ than by 
the ].\w of King Edward; a malicious and wilfull rejietitiqa 
of feditious prafiices, and thofe of a new fort, and wbi<|h 
before the year 1791 were unheard of? About the latter Cnld*. 
of the year 1791, a fyftcm of opinions knd of aiSfion per- 
feflly novel fprung up in this country; in«^mfequ4^nce, meet* 
incs v. ere formed upon a new principle aflbeiation, in 
which, as his learned friend, Mr. Grant, hid tibierved the 
other evening, in a fpeechthat would be refncmbered fo long 
as the dchberanons of that Hoefe {hould be rfiin^nber^, the 
machinatioiis of a few i/’dividuals, leagued togif^herdlilce tbofe 
who proiiuced the French revoludon, circtdat^ ^bfe jibels^ 
which, in their nature and extent, required fome;reftri£dc»ns. 
T he government of this and every cither country, he conti- 
mied, was founded on opinion; and who was there in that 
Uoufe who did not rcmembci that only ten year^. fince the 
conftirutitm was corfidered as the fource of every blefiir^g, the 
fccurity of all private happinefs, the caufe of all public fcfpecf, 
the pride and bciaft of ti*e natives, the enyy and admiration 
of foreigners, and the fineft example pf prlv^tcaiUberty that 
hurr.an ingenuity and wifdom evtr coiitttvcd. He cared ndt, 
he laid, whether this love of the people for thri/ goveniqicnt 
was reafon or prejudice; it Was allowed by writer^ of 
rity, that it affc^rded the people more comtbrtjn private lifo, 
and nv Ic political freedom, than arty cfonlbtution m 

exigence; nay, it aimed at hheny to foch ail extenr, tbit 
nothing but experience of its efficacy could beat d4>wn the 
opinion of former phdofophical politicians, that lb grear a de¬ 
gree of liberty was iuconliftent with a ftate of civil f ciefy* 
I'he new Republican^ however, had thbught proper fyUem- 
. K 2 aucaily 
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stically to deftroy the reverence of the people for the»r go- 
ven^otent; it became their principle to wi ite down every thing 
that was facred and valuabje in /uciet}} to render pcrions m 
authority and their funAions odious and contemptible, in 
order to deftroy them; in fine, to humble that honell pride 
wfaid) fwelled m the breafts of Britons, and labour to fill the 
Imfoms of a once happy people with dejeiftion, repining, and 
difoontent: not fat!«ified with vending their baneful pamphlets 
in the ordinary w.iy, they Courted the ftody of the lowt r 
claQes, by fpreading cheaply or gratuitoully before them ihofe 
polfiRis which they had defigned to infure under the pretence 
^^fortn. They found out that the King could do no good, 
'MW contrary to tne great conftituiional maxim which upheld 
and fdt’t'ned the ftate, that the King could do no wiong, 
they aflerted that tiie King could do no right. They laughed at 
hereditary government as an ulurpation", and thole eciyper- 
fwis who were at this time extolling the Bill of Rights, de¬ 
clared it was nothing but a Bill of Wrongs, and a fcaiid ilous 
compadl between the King and a proud ariftotracy. Every 
part of the confotution, which they at prefent pretend to 
reverence foi interefted puipofes, was then theoljtiS of their 
flander and reviling. He hc^d> however, the people would 
rally round their I'ld and excellent conftitu^ion, he hoped 
}hat the tower ard uninformed clafles of focitty would nut 
fuller their ignoiance to be made a prey to the ambition of 
others more artful than tbemfelves, he hoped that they would 
not be led away by the delufive vifions of political fpeculation, 
hut diat they would fopport that conftitution which cxpene.icc 
had proved to be pradlically good; which did nor, as defign- 
ing maefaioators pretend to do, confider men as pti'edl cha- 
rao^rs, againft whofe pafiions and prejudices ro check was to 
be opp^d: No; the conftitutton of England looked at man 
gshe was in life, as thatimperfedt creature which God and 
nature made hua, fubjedt to palEons which muft be regu* 
latcd} and to vices that muft be controuled. It furve}ed the 
Kii^i that cement and center of the ftate, with eyes of af- 
^lont though Its wifdom confeffed that he was but a man, 
it ehdovyed hint with higher qualities and ailignrd them to 
him in legal fiAion, which tended to ennoble him in the minds 
of the people. 

jgftnmortaitty, ubiquity, and perfed) goodnefs, were the 
attributes of the king: he could never die he could do no 
wrong; he was qvery wjieie prefent by his fervants; and 
^e was the fountain of honour and of meri^. This did not 
falk from any extravagant i^ea that he loft bis nature as a 
* man 
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man when he became a but by a generous reverence in 
the minds of the people. Their loyalty admitted that fidliou 
which contributed to the health and ornament oF the ftate. 
Although the conllitution placed the king on ai^ eminence^ it 
took core that he fhould be pra£ticatly fetviceahSe to the 
country ; for good purpofes it clothed hits with dti^; it 
aided him wth counfcls, it allotted him counfdlorsy relponfi* i 
b!e for their advice. Knowing that he was but a w^ak hu¬ 
man body, it furrounded him with props, and rendered him 
as far as po/fible politically peifeiSi. 

Sucii were the monarchy and conftitution of E^|^nd^ 
fuch the people’s government and happuiel^, 
poured in upon the land a fet of men, whofe 
reform, but whofe defign was plunder. All ifhe of 

the p'e >p]e’s love and veneration were rendered fuj|>^Se^ 
odious in their e}cs; and a new (yftem introduced, vrfnch 
being theoretically captivating, had d' luded the people from 
the coniemphtion of the prai^ical benefits which they en¬ 
joyed in their own ftate. The protefiing caution^ of our 
auceftors hatf not forefeen the introdu£iion of fuch fyftems $ 
they therefore could not, by any law which ftiey could then 
have made, have prevented the danger. The infulion of 
political p >iron, by publications fo numerous ^utd fo ktiotCed| 
could not be guarded againft by the laws which wo derived 
from them; and he would not fcruple to aftert^ that tinleft 
the Icgiflature would aid the law, po individual profecotion 
would be eiFc£tual. What part was he to ad at prefent as 
Attorney General ? Let any gentlemau walk down the 
Strand, (he haJ no fecrets on the fubjed,} and ftop at any of 
the pamphlet fliops,' he would find tnem full of feditious pub* 
lications. What then was he to do? Was he to prcill^ute 
every book in the fliops ? In the courfe of thicc years, there 
had been more profecutions in the court of King’s Bench 
for libels than in the preceding ao years; but whatefted 
had thefe profecutions ? Only to multiply the offences. Al¬ 
ready the courts had fentenced feme of the publiiheis, who 
had l>een convided, to three years imprifonment for the firft 
offence, and two years for Ac (ecot^» and* yet they were 
not deterre'^. He fxncerehr believed it would be found that 
many pubiilhers had been lo often guilty, that the duration of 
their whole life would not be fufficiently long to meet^the 
length of increafedand additional pujliftimeitt. He doubted 
what principle of punifoment would fatisfy. If thefe libels 
were not overt ads of treafon in thdtafifjves, they were pro- 
jeds of the offence, which if not checked in time no remedy 
> could 
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, <^u)d cure* He afked z right honouratlc gentlemnn, why 
; lije had declined delivering his opinion upon the ohjefts of the 
fodeu^^ called upon/or, that purpofe by-his learned 

‘^iendj,'\(Mr.'Grant) who had g^en hisyOpinion on the fub- 
; ei^cciaHy whea he had fai^that they were lefs d;^nge- 
toua than before. He re-afiejti^'that finiiJar Jaws had bten 
; eaaadlcd in the reigns of Char^S^ Ii, King William, and 
Anne, and fo great was tjbe evil at prefent, that a ne- 
did exift for new and extraordinary meafures: and it 
^ ^as an admitted principle in tndrality, as well as politics, 
that the thing which neceflity compels, is fandifieJ. As 
fary|ij(tfpe£ied treaf^ this , a<Sl was only dccl.j ratory of the 
Edward^^{.^f'it did alter it, that alteration went to 
yfermlr m exiiliil§^^|^ and was jii^ftified by ncceility. If 
Btllihouid into a law,„;and thofe machinators 

ewfe left *.to pui^fue; defigns, every order of the ftate 
would be deftroyed ;;’ill the relpefiable perfons m high, in 
middling) ^nd in low life, would be invcJved in the general 
ruin. l"hc fafety Of the peoede, be contended, was more 
implicated than the fafety of the fovcrcign, and ‘‘ Salus 
pep^li irx.” He copcliided with fa\ ing, that the 

fire&nt Bill, after fome altetAtions in the Committee, would 
]be found,,upcxceptioiiable, and the only preventive agamft 
the ^jr||s4f|e^tion ; againftthe defigns of thofe who w tHi- d 
to eraii&|lc,WeTy^principle of religion from the minds ot the 
l^ople,^ tiie^r attachment to every exilling poli¬ 

tical inftituttbii,ib the country. 

Mr. J^ox not appear to him from what he had 

"beard; that thereany Aijhg very aufpicious to the fiLedoin 
of the people pjf/hk country lo be exprfled from the pi ogrefs 
of ihe! Bill before the Houfe. The learned gentlcmtui, had 
began his fpeech with finding fault with his learned friend 
(Mr» £rlkii>e) for having blended the two Bills in argumcrit 
on ^e prefont occasion. Though his honourable friend had 
fpokentt confiderablc/lengtli, and with an effect which he 
fmfied wcmld not forgotten, and though the two 

yills, laltoir compoiiei^ be traced to the fame 

^^incipi^^4^€^fid€;red as the telult of a conrjsiled attempt 
^ theJib^^a of‘tibc country, he called upon the Iloufe lo 

had fpoken mofl dlliinclly 
M tbo. the Houfe, and allb on the fyftcm which 

^bsii^ifiers badi'lk^]y'^4(^<i foi* purpofe of fuhverting the 
litenks of thepeop^tif England* In this his learned friend 
W«« perfectly right| bocaufe the charge be made was juih 
? ’ He 
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He fpoke of one in conl^iience of the t^onn^iUoh which it 
evidently had with the other; they wer^ both branches of the 
fame fyitcm, which ioinifter$ had adoptied.ia^inft the Khetties 
of the people; and he muftfay.again; that, from dio-manner. 
in which the learned genileni^ii had taken the ftd^eft, it 
did not give him the mbit favourable opinion of thhltaanner 
in which this bu/Inefs was Intended to be condn^t^ hy its 
advocates; by'the fpecimen^he had witnelTed, he Wai AOtttdf 
to expe£l any great candour. 

The bufmets then before the Houfe undoub^ly t^, ti«! 
nature of the piefent Bill; h® hoped however he ,3^, not 
miftaken when he expefled that Parliament ^voulti'ml^kr 
that the preamble of a Bill and its enaiShnehC were 
rate and diftindl things. If that werO ffue with 
Bill that originated in diat Houfe, did it'm>t nioreeii^^if^||^^¥ 
apply to a Bill that origin.ated in die other Hbuieofj^lioai^ty 
and if the Bill then under coniideration not onHy^Iic^e £nont 
another Houfe,of Parliament, blit came idfo frbtn^perfons who ■ 
were rufpccled of not being attached to the beft principles of / 
our contfitucion, upon that view only^ if tlHms‘;had<been.na 
other, he was defirous that -the BuL flioJ<iL’be rrkjeiSSlid.i 
becaufc he could not help thini^^ that the Houfe wop^' d^ 
Well to cnnlider the flate of the_^^ country, wltft 

anxious care, and conllicutional jealoufy, dUtf 

tended to i.bridge the rights of the fubje^: s^'-^ett'f^aiider 
the Ifate of pulilick affairs, and adopt roi^^,|ffeia^« for its 
fafety, if, upon mature deliberation* fonievai||El^ 
found to be neccilitry. -•* 

To him Mr. Fox faid there bad ai^etu'ed to be one of 
conftdering a Bill which cc^ld not fairlrtM'objb^d cbV.that 
was to attend to the preamble of it. nb-hifd. 
that he knew fomething of the Bill froob ibme r^caledloitlilf 
its contents; however the Tpeech of the 
had ftaggered.him; certainly fpeeth He had im 

refemblance to the Ideas he iud .enteita|ued’ i^- B - 
From one part of fpeech a poctoh* 
ftranger to the Bill, would have, drought a dei-, 

claratory law on die crime t^treaToni and bdfj^nni^ng of. 
the Hatiites which defined it. He Ihould. havf.bxp^ed 
have heard read as an introdudlibn to Bii4 worw^thts ’ 
efteCl: “Whereas doubts have arifcn felptfting-thejjjhir a*,., 
it now Hands with t^rd to the crime of trealbn; •>. 

dared, &c.” Iiifteau of this, he only found that ti^rfenCjr, \ 
Was had, and luo^, very loofe, comotenta made oh what had. 

ifcenriy.'.' 
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jrecently happened, and on faiSts which had lately been brought 
‘.fbrwan 2 in a Court of Jufticc. The learned gentleman had 
done no more than this, and then appeared to infinuate, to 
fender the Bill a little lefs difgufting, that it was intended to 
tw only.temporarye He would afle, if the Bill was to be 
temporary, uhcre was the propriety in making it of a de- 
daratory nature ? A declaration muft be ehher true or falfe : 
truth was eternal: if therefore, the Bill depended upon the 
truth of its declaration, it (hould not be a Bill paffed for a 
temporary purpofe, but ought to be made a permanent law. 
This however was not the CL;fe with rcfpedl to the prefent 
Billfw it was made ufe of as an argument for the moment, 
^odij|teit in that light by way of juftification to its enafl- 
but the Bill itfclf was only an experiment to try 
iiQW it. If any part of the learned 

gtrnfleman’s fpeech was attempted to be oppofed to the 
teafoning of his learned friend, (Mr. Er/kme) by way of 
anfwer or refutation, it was that which related to the 
conftruAion that had been put from time to time by 

1 *udges pn the ftatute of the 25 th of Edward III. Was the 
lilt a meafure to fet that tiurftion at reft, as the leirncd 
eeniteiuah had ftated it i W^s fuch a declaration neceflary ? 
& the learned gentleman thought fo, would it not be nccef- 
fiiry to JhriDg^ in a Bill to make that declaration explicit ? 
Upon the neceffity of making that declaration he might agree 
with the leaim^ gentleman, That the declaration of the 
learned gehtWoftaxi and mine upon that law would be dii^crent, 
Ih^e, faid Mr. Fox, as little doubt as that we differ upon 
/dus ; but the BiQ fttrely cannot be confidered in the light of 
a dei^^jratipn, hecaufe it is temporary, and fays nothing upon 
llreal^ as to the levying of the war/* With regard to the 
Ad:'of Edwatd HI. be muft make a diftinciion between vn 
attack upon the nature and political power of the King, He 
could eaftly conceive that any perfon, who fliould be guilty of 
an s^ttack on the natural life of the King, that was to lay, 
yvho faadiiJhjr overt-a^ proved that he compelled or imagin- 
m.his deaths ibould be iiilyed to the bigheft penally of the 
law; anjd. }wt an attempt ^at the dedrudion of the political 
jpower of d^eJSLing fhouldoniy be deemed guilty of a miu 
demea^Opr* He knew it was a popular argument, he had con- 
yfttftti with many who urged it, and faid, Why, is it nor ab- 
Itird to fay you will guard the natural life of the King, 
Which; in a conftituttonal point of view, cannot be more im- 
than the politic}! powtr of the King, more tlian you 
f will 
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guard that political povirer?”- In his opinion that argu¬ 
ment was wholly fallacious} becaufc the laws of a ftate were 
not to be governed by the ideas of guilt, and in proportion 
to our feelings as to the mifehief which might poffibly enfue, 
but in proportion to the difficulty or facility with which the 
objedt might be attacked. It was' in this lalt view that the 
whilom of our anceftors had framed the law'of £dward III. 
They had faid, that he who (hall, by overt ad, prove that he 
compafled or imagined the natural death of the King, Ihould 
be guilty of high treafon. Whynot becaufe the natural 
■ life of the King'could be more conftitutionally important than 
the political pov/'.-r of the Kingly office, but bccaufe the 
of the Ki .:; eould be accomplilhed by one man who was 
wicKL'd enough to determine on it j and this he could do in 
an inllaiu with a piftol or a dagger, or in any Other way^ 
:ind theret o c the legifl.iturc h.iJ done wifely to declare that 
he who Ihould compafs or im.iginc the death of the King 
ihould be guilcy of high iivafon. To fuch an act there ought 
to be the iiigheft polllble penalty annexed. 

H., laid, he was ready to admit the King’s j erfon was not 
fo well guarded as he could with, but it- was as ^ftrongly 
guarded as it was pofliblc to guard it by law. Guards of 
another defcrlpiion, indeed, he might have, but nothing of 
th&t fort was propofed by the prefent Bill ; and Tie trulted 
they never wo'ild be propofed by any parliament, becaute it 
would be highly unconftitutional. With regard to the po¬ 
litical power of the King, he muft obferve, that although, 
conllitutionally fpcaking, that was a ftill dearer objedt to 
them, yet there was no ncceflity of guarding it in the fame 
manner; bccnule the dcdruiflion of the political power of the 
*Kii)g could not be eftedfually attacked by one man, nor 
fould it be acconii'lilhed, like the other, in one mosnent. 
Levying w.ir for the dcltrudtion of government could not be 
the acl of one fingle man, it muft be the a<ft of multitudes j 
It muft, indeed, be a fequence of aifis, upot^Which a govern¬ 
ment might wait with fafety until fomething was done, in- 
ftcad of declaring that the compaffing or imagining coniit- 
tuted the guilt as the law declared in the other 5afe. The 
difference was, in the one cafe the King might be afijffinamd 
bv a fingle individual in a moment, whereas the conftitutioa 
could not be affaffinated but by a ferics of acts committed by 
a multitude of perlbns; that was the rcafon why our aocefters 
had made an attack upon the life of the KJng, "a different of¬ 
fence from that of an attempt to fubvert the Alonarchy. 

VoL. 11 . J795. ^ 
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Mr. Fox having thus obfcrved on the wifJom of our an-,, 
ceftors with refpcc^t to the Bill, wifhed to fay a few words 
with regard to the conftruSion which had been put on the 
25th of Edward III. He might be alkcd whether he approv¬ 
ed of the conftrudlion which had been put by judges upon 
that ftatutc ? He admitted the inferiority of liis judgment to that 
of thofe learned pcifons he mull, however, lorm it from the 
beft lights he was able, and having done fo, he had no diffi¬ 
culty in fayii g, he did not agree with them according to the 
flaterncnt of the learned gentleman that night. If he were 
alked, whether he thought the judicial determination of the 
judges from time to time made part of the law of the land ? 

would anfwer, he was not competent to determine that 
qucllion ; this he would neverthelefs fay, that an ait of par¬ 
liament WHS part of the law of the land, as intcrefting, as 
the judicial determination of the judges, and often more intel¬ 
ligible, to the mafs of mankind ; and it was, and ought to be, 
of higlicr authoj ity. If, therefore, there was a doubt as to 
the real meaning of the Adi: of Edward III. he had no ob- 
jcdlion to a parliamentary declaration of the law in that rc- 
fpcil j what that declaration fliould be he would be ready to 
hereafter. For the fuke ot the argument, he w'oiild al¬ 
low, that all the judgments w^hich had been given by the 
judges were correct; and then he would maintain, that gctt- 
tlenicn on the other fide had not pnned, that this liill was 
not a material alteration of the lav/ of the land, but that he 
would not enter into at that niomcnt, but nitrtly cblc rvc, that 
his learned friend’s arguments upon that, as well as other 
points, rad not at all been anfw'trcd. \\ hetber the point was 
to be given up, be did not know; but as ir ftocxl at prefenr, 
it made confpiracy to levy war a lubfla/itive treafon., 
(The Attorney General explained, tfat it only put under 
this defeription a confpliacy to levy a direct war, and not to 
levy an indiredt war). T hen, continued Ali. Fox, the 
point is, gained; if in fomc inftanct s it made a confpiracy 
to levy war a futtlantive trcafori, and in others not, it wms 
evident that a material inovation iiad been made. With rc- 
fpect to the conftruAion of the law of Edw^ard III. he had 
always thought, from what be had read from Hale, from 
Fofter, and other authorities, and he had read their works 
with attention, that the point was clear, particularly the 
cafe of a fpccial vcidicf. He conceived that when there 
w^e charges of levying diredi war, ftaicd as high treafon, 
for depofing the Kiftg, they were always flated in that way, 

that 
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<that they were overt afts, to prove the intention of com- 
paffing and imagining the death of the Kin^.^ y and, upon that, 
the queftion came to this ; Whether fuch adts prove the 
compailing or imagining ? If that levying of war be of itfelf 
treafon without the compafli.ig or im'rfgining, then a ver.hit 
that the defendant did fo c )nriUrc, and levy war without fay¬ 
ing one word of the comparing or imagining, would he a . 
comph'te werdict; and whatever the opinion of the jury 
might be with refpect to th- imagining the Jean of the 
King the crime would be Cwinj) ^;te. He would afk il’*e 
learned gentleman one quelri ):), WouKl he b ddiy maintain 
that judgineni could pafs upon a d.d'endant far h.gh treafon ? 
Suppofe A. an 1 11 . had conhjired to levy war agaiiitf the 
King, and w'th hoftde arms ;'ir()c:eded to depofe ti)e King, 
and that the jury on the trial liiould find the confpinicy and 
the appearing in ho'hie armSj but fiiould find that there was 
no intention of putting the King to death, would the learn¬ 
ed gcmtleman then fay th it ju.igmenc ihould follow againft 
the defend ir.ts for high treafon a- a confequence of law from 
that verdidLt? If the le.irned gentleman would boldly fay 
this, then he would allow tf.at his confiruclion of the law 
of treafon was a bad, and the learned gentleman’s a good 
conftruc^Hon. Indeed, he believed the learned gentleman 
would not maintain that doetrinc ; and he believed too, that 
the very cffenLe of the crime of high treafon was mat oi com- 
pjfling and imagining the death of the King ; and that if the 
jury did not find the compaifing and imagining the death, the 
veruiJt: would be null and void. Such he maintained was 
the law at prclent; but ii the lilll palled, that would not be 
the law ; then the law would be, that the ba»e nj^ding of fuch 
verdidi, as he had fiaied, would be lufiieient to convid any 
perfon of high treafon: and he would m.fmtain, that it was 
:xtremeiy maierial to attend to ih:it dillinclion. The lUbjcdl 
ought to be piotorded in his rights upon all occafions j the 
Houle IhoLild, theretore, be exiiemel, cautious in agreeing to 
any thing that encroached upon them ; b n, above all, in 
cafes of high treafon ; they Ihould not forget that, as the 
crime of high treafon was a crime to which the higheft pe¬ 
nalty was i.ttachcJ, it was aifo a crime in winch the power 
of the magi ill ate ought to be looked at with the highell de¬ 
gree of jcaioufy. In all other charges made by me crown 
againll its fubjects, the chief magi I rate haJ no diftind in- 
tercll ill the convidion, but in the charge of high treafon, he 
was to be fv/ayed bv confiderarions < f a*pcr(bnai imurc, and 
thence had fprung all the regulations of giving to the accufod 
* L 2 a lilt 
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a lift of the jurors, and the witncfTes, and all the various 
other checks which the wifdom of our anceJlors had pro¬ 
vided. I'hcfe were not jealoufics of his own, ftatcil for the 
purpofe of fupportinj^ the debate, they were jealoufics of the 
law of the landT, jealoufics which had been fliewn in a variety 
ofinftances, conftitutional jealoufics, that ou"ht to be con- 
fidered attentively by that Houfe. They ought ftill fuither 
to be careful how they proceeded inanicafurc that abridged 
the functions of a jury ; independent of other confidcrations, 
the Bill would make a formidable invafion of the law : the 
jury would not hereafter have to confidcr the mind of the 
perfon accufed ; they wbuld have nothing to try but the ladt 
'ftated in the indiJlnient; the reft would be meie inference 
of law; and although the jury fiiouid ricgative the Intention 
uf putting the King to death, yet judgment muft pafs upon 
the defendant. 

Mr, f'ox flightly adverted to the hiftory of the two. 
afts, the fbtute of Edward III. and that of Charles II. 
which were referred to by gentlemen of the oiiur fide as 
the precedents that made the foundation of the prefent mea- 
furc. 7 'he ftatute of Edward III. was the old conltitutional 
law of treafon. Its introduilion had freed the jurii’prudence 
of the country from much uncertainty, and it had in no in- 
inftance been deviated from in later times witLuut produc¬ 
ing conndenible mifehief. I'hc other Ait was brought in 
at the period of the reiroration, when the people were 
wearied of the evils they had fufFered under the lormcr ufur- 
pation, and were willing to throw all their liberties into the 
hands Of the crown. 

Let the Houfe look at the ftatutes, and recollect the pre¬ 
vailing fpirit of that day. They would find that parliament, 
which the prefen: was about to imitate, giving to the King a 
power to raife a military of his own, and money to pay them, 
which was to be applied afterwards without the confent or 
parliament. They gave to the king the powder which they 
ought to have kept in their own hands; a fcandalous negli¬ 
gence, and for which the people fuffered nioft deplorably. 
I'hat reign was a dreadful one to the people ; infamous and 
detrftablc as that reign had been, if there was any one part 
of it that called for the execration of the hiftorian more than 
the reft, it was on the public profecutions that had been in- 
ftituted m the courfe of it. Englifhmen had, indeed, the 
happinefs to feel that jufticc had lieen admimftered in this 
^dioiitry for a century* paft in a better manner than perhaps irt 

any 
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any other cojntry upon earth for the fame period ; they ought 
neverthelefs to take care noi to copy the fort of laws mat were 
cnadted in thol'e aborninahlc limes of blind fuhrriiflion. They 
were about to adoiA laws fimilar to thofe paiTed in one ptriioJ 
of our hiftory : What period ? the period of the reign of 
Chailes IL that pciiod writh of all our hilHry was moft 
abominable and (caruliilnijs in the adniiuifliaiitui of juflice ; 
the mott fcandalonSj perhaps, in the v^oild, under all the 
circumilances of it. "to refoit at this time to inch a period 
for a precedent !—r[IIere an honofrablc tr.cmb t groaned fo 
loudly as to interrupt me fptcch. Mr, lijikine called to 
order, aijd faid, that if that gentleman was not filcnt, he 
ihould infift on having his name called irom the C;\;jr. ] 

T he !sp£ahr Lid, he had obferved, with extiein" concern, 
an individual member behave in a very improper manner ; he 
hoped he would receive an admonition from t;jc Chair, if he 
interrupted again, he Ihouid give diredlions for the llaiiding 
order to be read, and then he Ihould he under the iicceflity of 
making a complaint againfl: that member; and, if that com¬ 
plaint was well founded in the f^pi non of the no ife, that 
member would fall under the high difple.dare 'i tlie houfe*. 

Mr, Fox refumed his aigument. He was defirir.g the 
houfe, he faid, to compare tne adminiitration of the law at 
the period of the reign of Charles 11 . and that which they 
ought to follow, to prove that the one ought to be the re- 
verfe of the other. With regard to the reign of Charles IC 
one of its moft remarkable features was, that the names 
of thefe who peiiftied on the fcaftbld tor high tre^dbn, were 
ainor.g thole that wcie moft dear to tlu* recollection of Fn- 
I’lithmcn. He knew that Sydney and Ruftcl were not, in¬ 
deed, tried by the ftatuic which he had alluded to, the lime 
being expired within which that law allowed them to be 
acculed, but thofe eminent men pcriftied on the Icaft'old for 
high treafon. He faid this to fliew the general fpirit of juiil- 
prudence that governed this country at that period, and dif- 
graced that reign. T hofe, thertfore, who admired that 
reign, were not to look to its minifters or its judge-^, but to 
thofe who expired on the fcaftbld for high treafon. T'hc law 
which then w^as enforced, was fuch as the law under coiifidcr- 
ation was propofed to be , it expired, however, with the 
prince for whom it was brought forward. Richard II. was 
alfo a prince for whom fuch a law was enacied, and foon after 
hewasdepofed and aftaiTinatcd. Charles 11 . had n long, and, 
as fomc faid, a flourifhing reign; but;it was not flourifhing 
in the mind of any man who really knew what a flourifhing 

reign 
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reign \va«?. V/^s there anyone wlio looked to the hillory . 
of thoih tinic';, to the unprincipled policy of the C<nirt, and 
the open piofligacy of public mcafuios, who did not con- 
fidcr it a blcniifh on the Englifh charaiKr, ;jid a rcpio.Kh 
to the fptrit of our anceftt^r^, th. t the reign of that ir.oiiiiieii 
was'fufrcTcd to be protracfed (ill the period of his luicural Hie ? 
Wer;: thofc aufplcious times, to derive a precedent for their 
prefent conduct ? 

Two rcjfiuis had been ad-luccd in favour of the Hil!. The 
firft hefhould difpofe o[ very ihortly. It v/i’s faid lo be a de¬ 
claration of the meaning of the ftatute offlldv\ard Jil. A 
declararo:y act it cou-d not be, bccaufc a dcc!arat 4 )ry act 
niuft be plain and liniplc; und, indeed, that p'rt of the Cdfe 
had not been feiioufly infilkd upon by the learned gentleman. 
The* other rcafon was, the general prevalence of 1 -Ik)> ; and 
of the truth of this much had been faiJ about the dilpr iition 
of fome people to treat all authority with contLinpt. It was 
true that a (lone had been thrown at his v , but who¬ 

ever attended to fpoeches upon that fubjeci, w«. uid find how 
fmall a part of the people were concerjicd in that outiage, or 
tinclured with the dilpofition he had juli: maintained. The 
acl, cveiy body knew, was an odious and a detclLblc cnc ; 
ought the w^holc people of England however to be deprived 
of their rights on account of that act ? 

T'he learned gentleman, Mr. Fox obferved, had adverted 
to what pulTcd at the Old IBailcy lalt year. If the temper of 
fome of the people had been faen to be fo dangerou*; at that 
time, it was extraordinary that the meafurc'i fheji pro- 
pofed had not been propofed fooner. Fhe t'urh was, minif- 
ters had not an opportunity to fiiit their view's til! juft at pre- 
fent; they took the advantage of the gcricrous indignatiun of 
the'people at the atrocious outrage oft'ered to his MnjeHy, and 
unclcr pretence of providing againft a fimilar outiagc, w'cie 
going to deprive the people of their rights. 1 liey turned the 
beft paffions of the people of En^^land into a delufion, in order 
to deprive them of their deareft intcu fts. He w‘as juftificd 
in faying this, elfe why had not the Bill been brought torward 
fooner? JJe could fay much more upon that topic, but that 
he dfcmed it unncccflliry, after the very able and eloquent 
manner in which it had been treated by his honourable and 
learned friend, (Mr. Erflcine.) VVith rcfpecl to thofe trials, 
l^e learned gentleman contended that they had proved much, 
and that, notwithftanding the perfoni? indicted had been ac¬ 
quitted, the trials wdre calculated to produce a conliderabic 
efted on the public mind. So they certainly had, but not 
the fort of effect the learned gendcmaii would infiauate. In 

that 
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that acquitfal I'.c, for one, b«d already declared, that he mol^: 
exulted, and he iTiouKi ever conii.iuc to exuit. That a.'qui:tal, 
hi^ vir\v(*f the fubject, tended to produce an ini;;rciTion of 
the happied kind. It there were men to whom tl;e conftitu- 
tion had .’.ppear odious, that acquittal mult have 

ioftened liieir aniinority, and dlfpofcd them to regard it with a 
friendly eve; if there were others wavering in their fenii- 
menrs, it nuift have had the eftVei: to revive tl»elr attachment, 
snd ronfirm d'ern in the lire of their duty^ nnue than all the 
penal laws that the Icgifl.ilme could enact m a century. Eveu 
if thofe perfons wiio had been tried entertained opinion.s 
hoflile to the conftitution, and he did not deny that in the 
focieties there v.eie foine men of tliiit defeription, ftill he 
conlidercd it as a glorious event feu tlie conftitutioii itfelf, that 
ihofe peifms had been acquitted. N.tv more, if men, 
v/hclc leniiintnts v/ere hofiile lu (he conftitulion, had found 
r;.fuge from that ftiict and impartl li juifice which it adminif^ 
tered to all; fuch an event he couid not but confider aN cal¬ 
culated to convert dlfalFcclion and enmity into arlmirationand 
api'laufe. I’his he bclicvrj to be the real efFccl cf thefe 
trial', although the learned gentleman made ufe of them in 
his argument, in order to fhew a fpirit of dilafFeftion to the 
conititutlon in a confideraldc part of the people. 

With regard to the ether part of the till before the houfe, 
that whi.ch regarded rhe penalty f>f nnfdcmeanor, i: called for 
animadvcrfion as it referred to an offence more likely to occur 
often than the offence of higii t:e.ip)ii. The lea* Pu- I ge»u- 
tioir.an had urged, that it did r. -t, in the Frft inltance, creare 
new lin.dcmca/joi.^; he did nor knovv that it did; tin?, howe¬ 
ver, he knew, that ir defined that to be a mifdcmcanor tm the 
fcauid ofFence, wdiiJi, by th.c law, as it flood, was fubjcct 
only to the penalty <d imldenieanor, to the penalty of tch)ny, 
although it Ihould not be Hated in an indictment to be a feio- 
nv. lie wifiled to know, hv7thcr the pro\ illon in the late 
Libel liill would be allowed to apply to the n(?\v law; dr 
whether the Kill was not to renew the ufurp^tioa of Judges 
upon the old law, 2*nd deprive the jury oi the privilege of 
• examining into the intention of the a^cufed, and from, that 
intention to find their verdifl; or, w ere they to be left to 
find the dry matter of fa^Sf, and all the reft was to be in the 
hands of the Court, to be difpofedof as mere matter of law ? 
The moft material part of the cafe in this view was thr.t w’hich 
fubjedted a man for ihefecond mifdemeanor to tranfportation. 
How the learned gentleman would <inf\vcr this he could 
not tell, but he was fuic it was not in the puvvtr of human 
fkill and ability to .anfwcr it fatisfactorily. FIis ]r ined 

lrier4 
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friend fMr. Er/kine) had obfcrved, that this defcriptlon of 
of&nce was To wide and genera^, that by applying a fentencr * 
of equal' I’everity whenever an offence was repented, the fame 
punifliment might be made to include the moft venial errors, 
and the blackeft crimes? It was a great principle of juftice, 
that the punifliment fliould be proportionate to the offence; 
but by the regulation propofed, this principle would be en¬ 
tirely defeated. Would the learned gentleman fay, that by the 
analosty of law a comparative diftinvStion could be made be¬ 
tween the fcond mifdemoanor and the fir ft ? Was it not clTen- 
lial, that the diftinSion fliould be kept up between a mifdc- 
meanor and a felony ? And was it not effential that there 
fliould be a proportion between the punifliiiu-nt for one and ^ 
another mifdemeanor? "Fhere were fome mifdemcAnors of fo 
flight a nature, that though a thoufancl times repeated, they 
would not, in point of enormity, be equal to one of a more 
ierious defeription. Under the head of mifdemeanors was 
defined whatever might tend to excite hatred and contempt 
againft the Conftitution. He who complained of the inequa¬ 
lity of the reprefentatioi^ and, in illuftration of his argument 
in fupport of a reform in Parliament, referred to a borough 
lb and fo iituated, might, from the operation of this Bill, be 
to Botany Bay for fcven years. 

‘‘ I wifK M*'- Fex) you had made it death; the 
punifhment would not have been more fevere; and your law 
would be better underftood by it. Compare this with the 
moft atrocious mifdemeanor in cafes that are not political., 
Siippofc a man be convicted of an aff.iult, with intent to kill 
his* own father, and repeats it as often as imagination can 
fugiieft, ftill he will be puniflicd as for a mifdemeanor only, 
wfich is fine and inJ^irifonmcnt: but if he be guilty twice of 
infifting on the propriety of a Reform in Parliament, he mull 
be puinfned with tranfporUtion to Botany Bay. I haveftated 
this cafe in the extreme, to fhew you the enormous difpropor- 
tion which Ihis Bill creates in the punifliment of offences."' 

It was in the nature of the thing, he faid, that mifdemeanor 
fliould be puniflied by a diferetionary fentence, and that it 
fhould ftand diltinci from feioiiy; a thoufand mifdemeanors 
could not, by the fpirit and genius of the Jaw of England, 
amount to, or be punllhcd as, a felony. That was to con¬ 
found all the principles of our law. rhe fort of punifliment ^ 
which the Bill enaefed for nufJemeanors was for the firft time * 
introduced into the country from the pretended law d* Scot¬ 
land ; though iuch was the horror with which Englifiimcn re¬ 
garded it, that when, fome time fincc, it liad been prefented 

to 
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SD their minds, it excited an univerfal fcntimeift of indigna- 
He called it pretended Jawj” for he would never fo 
far degrade Scotland, as to fuppofe it could really be the law 
of that country. Had any want of cfFeft, he afked, been 
experienced from punifhmcnts formerly inflifted, becaufethey 
were not fulikicntly fevere ? He adverted to the cafe of Muir 
and Palmer, men of enlightened minds, of refpeclabie rank 
in focicty, of irreproachable morals, who, bccauie they ex- 
prefled thcmfcives warjjsjy with refpeJft to what they confider* 
ed to be grievances,-were fent to Botany Bay, to aflbeiate, 
“not merely with the loweft of men in point of rank, but 
with a defeription of perfons fo degraded and abandoned, thatt 
^the neccHity of aflbeiating with them under any c.rcum- 
ftanccs, was a deep dif^rare and muft itfelf conftitute a con- 
fidenible punifliment. What eft'eef did Minifters pretend to 
fay*ihat had produced ? Had it produced a greater reverence 
for the laws, or occafioncd a ceflfation of thofe libels which 
were the fubjedl: of complaint? No, for they were told that 
libels had increafed fince that period a thoufand fold. If, on 
the other hand, it had produced thofe efteds, vihat neceflity 
was there to refort to new meafures? If it had failed, did not 
experience demonftrate the futility of again having recourfe 
to a fimilar policy? It was faidthat in Scotland, where thofe 
meafures had been adopted, no difeontent cxifted. % He be¬ 
lieved the cafe was quite the reverfc, and that the difeontent 
really felt in that quarter was not the lefs becaufe the expref- 
fions of it had been fubdued by the terror of fevere and un¬ 
warrantable puniihment. If the date of Scotland was, as 
they pretended, they ought not at leaft to think of extending the 
penalties of the Bill to that country. The bell way to attach 
the people to the Conftitution, would be to |rftferve the mdd- 
nefs of its laws. Could the honourable gentleman, or any of his 
learned in the hiftory of this country, point out an inllance of 
fucli a punifliment as that which was propofed by the Bill? 
He warned them againft the policy of multiplying new codes 
of penal laws, and of accumulating opprelfive reftriefions, 
beyond what the temper of the people could bear? That they 
had been told, that the Correfponding and other focieties dii 
fuch and fuch things; and he was applied to on a former 
night, by an honourable gentleman, who faid, that he avoided 
Itating his opinion upon thofe focicties. He did not avoid 
ftaiing his opinion. That honourable gcniieman had afked 
him, what th,efe focieties meant? To that queftion he had 
anfwcred, that he could not dccifivcly fay,'becaufe he believed 
there were fome in that fociety who meant one thing and 
VoL. II. 1795, ' M fome 
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feme anothef. He had diftinflly faid, that therc^ might be r. 
.few perfons in thofc fdcieties hoftile to the ConlUtution,.bp*’ *he 
grcaternumber he believed to he firxcre in the object which 
they profelled j a Parliamentary Reform, '^l^hat there might not 
be others who had different views he did not deny; hut he 
could not feparate the whole from apart; and therefore in the 
maft he gave them, as he thought he ought, credit for the 
fincerity of their profeffions. Su^ he ihould always give to 
laige bodies of pepple. There haiUKelri l^ng eftablifhcd in 
this towr. a fociety ao;ainft what arP^CaUed repiihlicAns and 
levellers. What was his opinion of that fociety ? I'he f.tme 
as his opinion was of the Correfponding Society; that they 
were a mafs fincere in what they pri>fefl'ed; that they were 
in favour of the conftitution. Did he believe that oni^of them 
wanted to overturn the monarchy of this country, and the 
other to make it abfolute r No fuch thing; he gave them Ach 
credit for being fincere in preferving the conftitution ; the one 
dreading one event, the other dreading ihe opiM.)litc event. 
He knew none of the leaders of the Corresponding Society; 
he however knew the leading Member of the Society againft 
Republicans and Levellers; he knew Mr. Reeves. Hs knew 
he had puhliflred libels after libels, attacking the conibtution; 
that he had, year after year, circulated fuch publications; 
that he bad circulated a pamphlet, a diredl libel on that houfe, 
in which it was faid that rotten boroughs, extravagant courts, 
felfifh minifters, and corrupt majorities were clleiitial to the 
w'cll-being of the conftitution ot the country. Theconclu- 
to be drawn from fuch 'abominable docirinc, he did not 
aferihe to evcTy man in that fociety; the greater number he 
believed to have united, ii? order to guard the Conftitution 
againft a'danger, which they fuppofed to bc prefling and im¬ 
minent. The few who took advantage of their fears for the 
conftitution, m order to forward their own defigns for its de¬ 
ll ruction ; of thofe he judged from their adtioiis. He knew 
that, with reri>ecl: to tiiofc focicties, there were violent opi¬ 
nions on both fides; but he faw Mr. Reeves’s fociety with as 
much induftry, and with more means, becaufe with more 
money, circulating fuch dofirincs as were contained in the 
I'cntencc he had juft quoted; he faw circulated by the fame 
authority a book called yohn Bulixo Hjornas a)id he lavr 
fuch doctrines accompanied with incendiary hand-bills againft 
the Proteftant Diffenters, ^nd fraught with every fpecies of 
grefs and inflammatory mifreprefentation. He faw, on the 
other hand, Jibcls aferibed to the Correfponding Society, fo 
monftrou-, 'that he could only compare them with the others 
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’ which he had referred j with thi$ difference, that when it 
viws propofed to enquire into their authemierty, the proof was 
denieu? He would fay, therefore,' that thofe who profefled 
that they had no other aim but a reform of Parliament were 
in earneft in the mafs, as he faid of the Society againfb 
Republicans and Levellers, and he faw no ground for a 
Jiamentary provifion. againft the mafs of either fociety, 
although individuals ^moiig, the members of each of them 
might deferve cenfure. 

His two principal o]^£t!ons to the bill, Mr. Fox repeated 
it, were that it narrowed the power of the jury in cafes of 
treafon, and that it provided for mifdemeanours a new punuh 
ment, which would apply with undlftinguiflicd feverity to the 
greateil: and Icaft degrees of delinquency. The honourable 
gentleman had ftateJ the increafed and increafing number of 
]ibel<? as a juflificalion of the prefent bill j fome of theic libels, 
he imdcriiood, had been pumQied pretty feverely; and the 
publifliers, who might have been in their buds at the time the 
books were fold, and who at anv rare had only been in the 
cxcrcifu wf their bufmeis, without being aware that they were 
committing a breach of the law, had been confir:d for two 
or three years. Some had been convicted on the oaths of 
witnefles notoriouily perjured. One man had been convicfed 
and puniflied at Manchefter, on the oath of a perfon named 
Dun, who was afterwjius proved to be guilty of perjury, and 
aijocher upon the fame evidence at Lancaifer. 

It had been faid by the learned gentleman that libels were, 
fo numerous that they could no longer be profecuted. Was 
he fatisfi.^d that tiie feverity of the bill would inLllibly din^infh 
flicir numbcfs, or that he Qiould be able more fafcly to apply 
the new law than the old ? ll] there was a fpkit of difeontent 
lb widily diffufed' in the country, and liill likely to cncrcale, 
aiifiiig, a^'he verily believed from the bad Adminiitration of 
pubiicic affiirs; and as the honourable gentleman thought, 
from tiiQ obftinacy and perverfenefs of the people ; it would 
be proper, in order to flop the progrefs of the evil, to fend 
whole fleets of libellers to Botany Bay. The honourable 
gentleman had fpoken of libels againft the King and other 
perfons. TIis opinion was,, that libelling-the King and 
individuals had not been fufficiently punilhed. He would 
prokcuic,'wish the utmoft feveiity, all libels on perfonal 
chaiadcrs, with whatever party they were conneaed. The 
moft cxcmpKuy rigour of that fort be would conne£l with 
equal temperance in refpeft to libels of another deferiptiom 
fXu would punifh whatever refle£lcd on the dignity of the 
. M 2 Chief 
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Chief Magiftratey or the fair fame of indivii?ua5s; biit all 
p.-;litical would leave to themfclyes; difcuffion^p'^ii 

Gpveromehty fo far as they did not interfere with private 
Charaid^er, would permit to pafs entirely uiirettrained, that 
was the* way to make tiie prefs refpcdiful and ufeful; and he w'as 
conyinc^d^ that if this policy had been adopted fooner, things 
wpuld nothavc been in the fituation in which tiicy were r.t pre- 
fdnt jhiit fiicS was not theobjeA of the bill,the thief poii.t which 
Its promoter had in view was to'terrify the people from malting 
free with .him under the name of government. Mr. Fox 
concluded .with declaring hin^felf, on the whole, againft the 
|)rinciple of the prefent bill. He ftould therefore vote againft 
the Speaker leaving the Chair. If another bill fhould be 
brought in Icfs exceptionable in its claufes, and better calcu¬ 
lated to anfwer the purpofe in view, he llioiilJ have no 
' objeflion to give it his fupport. 

The Adojier of the ^oils declared himfelf aftoni/hed at the 
ftrain of argument adopted by the gcnticmcii on the other 
fide of the Houfe, Was he to underliand, from what he had 
juft heardj^that it was t.he dujtyof a judge, under an accufi- 
lion for high treafon, to ftate to the that, junlefs they 

were (aii'ded that the perfon or per;ons accufed aitually 
intended in put his Majcfty to death, it was their duty, under 
ail other circumftanccs of the cafe, to r.cquit the prifoner of a 
confpiracy to levy war againft him ? Would the jury be 
authorifed to tell thejudgfe, that, though they were fatisfied 
of the criminal defign and confpiracy ot the prifoners to levy 
war againft, or to maim, wound, or fcftiain the peifon of the 
King, yet they were innocent of the crime of high treafon ? 
If fo, ^e crime of rebellion was only a mifdemeanour: and 
the parties whoentered Into the confpiracy to bring in another 
King, might be vindicated from the charge of aSually in¬ 
tending the death of the Monarch on the throne. "I'hat was 
a fort of do£lrine which he had not been uftd fo hear, nor 
could he poftibly aftent to it. . According to the right 
honourable gentlemen, (Mr. Fox,) anaflault upon the perfon 
of the King was to be tried exadtly on the fame principles 
as that of an ailault upon any other perfon; and becaufe the 
mifcreanc who aftaulted the KlDg might not adlually have in¬ 
tended his death, therefore be was to be tried only for a 
mifdemeanour. Was there a judge who would accept of 
fuch a vcrdid>, or ftate the crime and the punifhmept in the 
inanner which had been reprefeoted in the Houfe that eveningf 
There was not a doubt but that the judgement of death 

would 
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would plis on ftjch convitSHon ; to fay that fuch a culprit was 
V not guilty of compafTinj^ the death ©f the King, would be 
CAprefsly to contradict the eftablilhed law of the land. Wat 
not Lord Lovat found guilty of high treafon when he wrote 
to the Pretender, and told him where he ftiould land ? He" 
would aflerr, that at no time, within the hiftory of the 
country, had fuch a doctrine been broached, till within the 
laft twelve montlls •, and he wilhed to know how the reigning^ 
Monarchs of the C^ntry could have been prcLcved without 
the laws had madcftich a provifion for their (?turity ? He was 
furc no lawyer, as lead no man who was guided/in his own 
judgment by the adjudications of the Courts, could ferioufiy 
maintain that doClrine. If that, however, was the law, it 
was high time that fomc alteration ihouid be made in it; for 
what Iccurity could there cxift for a government, if it W2»s 
vecpfidry that the rebellion (hould be aCtually begun, and 
perhaps the King attacked in his palace, before theconfpi- 
rntors could be indidied for high treafon ? 

He thought it neceflary to date, that in one cafe, and one 
Caf: op.iy, the bill before the Houfe might be confidered as an 
cxtenlion of the law' of treafon, as eiiaClea by the 25th of 
Edward the Third. It had not hitherto been underdood that 
a cor.fpirvicy agaihd the Kinj^was a fubdantive treafon againft 
his perfon, but a levying of w&r againd his authority. It 
was true, that the claufe in this bill would include every 
adl committed againd the regal authority of the King ; but 
every other article which it contained, was at this moment 
treafon by the exifting law of the land. 

'I'he Madcr of the Rolls enforced many of the arguments 
of the Attorney General with additional reafoning, and 
denied Mr. Erfkine’s afieriion, that there had been no ex¬ 
planation of the Law of Treafons, except in bad times, as 
well as that there had been no explanation of it fince Mary, 
redored the Statute of Edward in its original form and con* 
drudti<|p. He fujppofed the Learned Gentlemen -had been 
hurried away by a rccollediion of the acts in the bloody reign 
of Henry Vlll.Jor, though he did not pretend to carry the 
Statutes in his head) be r^cdleded an explanation or extenfim 
of the Treafon Laws in the fird and feepnd of Philip and 
Mary, which paiTed foon after the revival of the Statute of 
Edward, and the Preamble of which he begged leave tafeaJ. 
Having done this he^laid he would come to better times, and 
afked, whether there were no new treafons enaded in King 
William’s reign after the Revolution ? Then, asat prclent 
bws were provided to meet the exigencies of the times; and 
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•Ac third and ninth of King William cnafl:cd tiew Treafons, 
K'Whidi, though at this time unneceflary, ^ere then both^ 
ncnlFary and eflfential. In feclion 3. cap. 13. of Kk^ 
William, it is cnafled, that if any perfon fend arm*^, ftores, 
or ammunition *to the French King, or to any perfon in 
France for his ufe, &c. it is an Act of High Treafon ; and 
if'any perfon fend goods or wares, he fhalf incur the penalties 
of a praemunire, which is, robe imprifeinedi'or life, or at the 
’ ibfeafure of the King, to forfeit all his goods and chattels to 
, the ftate, and te incapable of bringing any adlion. All 
perfi.ns corcefponding with the Pretender were declared guilry 
of High Treafon ; and any ^rfon returning <^rom Fr:.nrc 
without licence, was to be imp^ifoned twelve months ; while 
they who wet.t into France were rctt'gnized as gmlty of 
Treafon. 'I'he ^th of the fame reign, from an apprehenfion 
of papacy, revived thefe regulations j and in the reign of 
Queens/Vnne, an adl was pafled, which is ftdl in force, and 
which a young man (named Matthews^ in rergn of 
George 1 . was executed. That a6t makes any perfon ginlty 
of writing or printing, to deny that the Parliament h«s a 
right to limit the fuccenion, incur the penalties of High 
TVeafon, If thcTc laws were neceflary then, were flicy not 
fo at prefent, v\h:n the King*»^iright of government is not 
' contrafted with that of another, but w’hen a:l Kings arc Hated 
to be tyrants ? 

The Righi Honourable Gentleman had contended, that 
it was abfurd to annex the punifliment of tranfpoi tation to a 
mifdcmeanour; the Right lion. Gentleman W’as not aware 
that perjury was punifhable in the fame way, as were like wife 
fomc other offences on^ the fecond convidion. I'he R’ght 
Honourable Gentleman had argued as if there was a djftinclion 
between felony and mifdcmeanour, when forgerj, which was 
^ treated as felony, was, down to the year 1730, treated as a 
mifdeameanour; at prefent it was felony, without benefit of 
'clergy. I'he cjueftiori therefore vras, what was the cij^rmity 
.of the offence of confpiri'ig to produce a hatred and contempt 
of his Maieit) ’s perfon, and government, what was the danger 
threatened to tlie ftate by it, and what was and ought to be 
the punifbment ? An affault, wiHi ^1 tnrent to loh, was 
punifhable'with tranfporAtion. Tranfpoftation was no 
. tink[v>wn punifbment in oUr law* The only quedion in 
order to apply the punifhment, w^s to ehjjuire what was the 
enormity ot the offence, and what was th^angcr to which the 
< ftate was* expofe^? If *the I^iflaturc faw the ncceffity of 
adopting a remedy againft exifting dangers, it became high 
time to declare and what might be confidered a fufficieTit 

protection 
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proteflton to the conftituted authorities. In the beft of 

made, whenever the exigency of 
aftairs required it. It remained then for gentlemen to coh- 
fidcr whether the King of Great Britain could be fafe if 
people were fuflered to do things which had an evident ten¬ 
dency to endanger his perfon and authority. Sir Richard 
concluded by declaring, that he (hould vote for the tommic- 
ment of the bill. 

The Houfe divided upon the commitment of the bill. 

Jm - - 203 

AWr ... - 40 

Mtijorlty 

The Houfe then rcfolved itfelf into a committee, Mr. 
Serient in the chair. 

Upon that part of the firft claiifc of the bill which coafls, 
that it fhall continue in force during the life of his Majefty, 
and until the end t)f the firft fc/Son of Parliament after his 
decease, 

Sir William Tounge (aid, be thought the provifions of this 
bill lb neceflary, not only at this particular junfture, but as 
general regulations that he flioulJ ino^e to leave out the 
words, “ daring the life of his Majeftyj” in order to render 
the bill permanent. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, that although he 
agreed with the Honourable Baronet that the bill was of a 
naiure which might, without any violation of the conftitucion,. 
or infringement of the liberties of the people, be made per¬ 
manent, yet, as it was framed for th%purpofe of meeting a 
teoiporary exigency, and as it was copied from precedents in 
different reigns, which were temporary regulations, he rather 
differed in opinion with" the Honourable Baronet, as to the 
proper time of its Duration. Another motive which induced 
him to oppofe this alteration was, that the bill had been fent 
down from the Lords with the claufe fo framed ; and, unlefs 
there were ftrong rcafons, he (hould be averfe to any amend¬ 
ments which'might protraft the bill’s palling. If at ^bc end, 
of the period fixed for thd de termination of this adf, it fliould 
be found proper and dhvifeable to continue its provifions, 
(which he thought mi^ht probably prove to be the cafe) it 
would be perfecSlly com^tent to the Parliament to continue the 
adf. W ith refpcct to the horrid and diabolical idea, which it had 
in the courfe of the preceding debate been faid might ^iter into 
the minds of fomc men, of aiming at the life of the Sovereign, 
in order Co terminate this bill, that w^is provided againft by 
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r: fife daufe, that it fhould continue in force until the end of the 
i fitft feffion of PaTliament after a demife of the Crown, ’ 
tbefe reasons, therefore, although he agreed in the gcti?ral 
opinion of the Bill with the honourable Baronet, he wifhed 
him to reconfider his propofed amenJincnU 

Mr. ^taniiy declared, that fo far from wifhir^ to extend 
thefcverity of the B:H, he v/as anxious to limit its duration, 
and therefore he would piopofe to coriflfne it to three years, in 
the fame manner as they did the Bill againft Seditiotis Meet¬ 
ings; for which purpofe he made a motion, on which he ftated 
that he would take the fenfe of the. Conimiticc. 

7be Chancelkr of the Exchequer being called on tore-iriHate 
> his arguments in favour of the fuft claufe, obferved that it 
was needlefs, he believed, to gratify the importunity of feve- 
ral gefitlemen at prefent; but if ihofe to whom he had more 
particularly addrefleJ himfdf (the Oppofition) were then in 
the Houfc, difeharging their duty in Parliament, on account 
of whofe abfence the mtniftcr and hi^friends muft exert 
tbemfelves to render the Bill as perfect as poffiblc, he would 
certainly, if requefted, recapitulate his arguments, T'o thofe 
who had not properly attended to what he mentioned, he 
apprehended any recapitulation would only tend to delay the 
proceedings of the Houfc. 

Mr. Barham(eL\iy he approved of the prefent BdN, not as 
permanent regulations, but as provifions nccciTary for the exi¬ 
gency of the moment. So far was he from wiihing to pro- 
tracl'the exiftence of the Bill, he (Imuld be glad it it were 
only to'continue in force one year. He was fully fcnfiblc of 
the danger which threflUened the conilitution at this time, but 
he did not wi/hf to fee the* two Bills made a part of the regu¬ 
lar law of the country. He thought it by no means a juft 
tribute to His Majefty to fay, that he reouired thefe guards 
and fccqritics for his fafety, which w'ould be unneceflary for 
any future monarch; becaufe^ if any thing could check the 
defigns of evil minded perfons upon the conftitution and go¬ 
vernment, it was the many virtues of his Majcfly. Another 
reafon why he wifhed for the fhorterterm was, that it would 
tender it more palatable to the pei^Ie, which he conceived 
to be a imoft defiraWe ^ 

*Ihe Chancellor of the Exthtquer replied, that the honourable 
gentleman muft have miftaken the tendency of this Bill, be- 
caufe it did not enaS any new treafon, except in the fingle 
innanc^ithat had been alluded tc; nor did it create any new 
crime: its objeft, as far as related to the treafon claufe, was 
mcfely to render the law more intelligible, except only wjth 
* * regard 
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'^Vegard to the article of confpiring to levy' war, which, in- 
charged an overt a£^, to prove a compaffing 
the King’s death, was jiow a fubftaiUive treafon; an alter¬ 
ation wnich would rcn lcr the law much more clear, and evdn 
more fnvourabk-, to ihe pretty accufed, as he would have a 
mpre diftinct view of ih.; charj^e brought againfl: him. HeS 
iJiiderfuval tiuit it waii the itiiention of his honourable and 
learned friend 10 fuggeft an amenviment in the ciaufe of con¬ 
fpiring ro levy war, in order to render the defeription more 
definite, and to extend it to levying war arairifl both or either^ 
Houfes of •'arlianieiit j an amendment which he iioped the 
Committee v/ould approve, when it w'as recollected that an 
attack upon Parliament w^s more likely to happen, and w^as, 
if pofliblt, more pregnant with danger to the confiitution, 
liran an attack upon uis Majcfiy himfelf. Having flared thus 
much, with rerpect to that part of the B II which jelated to 
the iieafi^n, it would «noc be fuppofed that he could aifent to 
the motion of the honourable gentleman for making it a mere 
temporary pr( vifion, and the Committee would determine^ 
whether it iliould have the fame duration jls the other Bill, or 
not. 

General McLeod fpoke ironically of the term ftated in the 
firft ciaufe. He argued very ftrenuoufly in favour of the Bill; 
and ironiCfdiV adviied, that its exiftence ihould be during the 

Mini iter’s 

Mr. Barham reprehended the latter Member for the ievity 
with which he had treated the fubjefl:. 

Mr. Baker argued for the period to be extended to the natu¬ 
ral life of his Mf'jeily, and ftated the impropriety of applying 
for a renewal of the Bill every three years. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer quoted a precedent in the 
reign of Chailes the Second, which v/as for the term of his 
iVlajefty’s lire. ^ 

ivir. Hawkins Browne was againft the propofed limitation 
oi period. 

A di vifion took place. 

I'hat the Bill continue for the natural life of the King, 
and until the end ot the next Seffion of Parliament, ifftcr a 
demife of the Crown, 

^jes - - 229 

Noes (for the term of three years) 6 

Majority - 223 

VoL. If. 1795. . N The 
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The SdUcitor, General that, for the purpofe of ren¬ 

dering another part of the claule more definitive, he '(liould 
fpecify what cafes of levying war he flioiild propofe to come 
under the penalties of this adi: for this pm pofc he fliould 
move to infcTt, after the words levy war, “ to compel a 
change of CoanfeJs, or overawe cither Houfe of Parlia¬ 
ment.” 

After a few words from Mr* Stanley^ tlie Amendment 
paflTcd. 

Upon the part of the claufe which inflicls death, as to cafes 
of high tfcafon, Mr. Stanley condemned me favage cruelty of 
fentences of high treafon, and wilhed to infert the words. 

Death, as in cafes of felony.” 

Sir IV* Young thought it had better be the fubjedl of a 
diftindl c laufe. 

Upon the motion of the Solicitor General, the operation 
of the fecond claufe, crca(ing an cxteiiJcd puniflirnent for 
mifdemeanors, was limited to three years, 

Mr, Stanley otjedled to that part of the claufe which in- 
flidfed punilhinent for Airring hatred and contempt agaip.il; ihe 
government. The words ‘‘ hatred and contempt,” he tiiought 
too indeRnite: and wiflied to introduce, to feditious adts,” 
after the words, ‘‘ to Air up the people.” 

Mr. Anjlruther and the Soltciior General Aatcd, that in 
law, the words ufed were more indefinite than thofe he wiihed 
to expunge. 

The Solicitor General Aated, that, in order to render that 
part of the claufe morqexplicit, which related :o baiulhmeiit 
and tranfportation, he mould propofe to iiifert, after the words, 

“ at the difcretioii of the Court,” either to (uffer fuch pu- 
^iAiment as by the law is now inflidled, or to be banifhed the 
TealViH &c. 

’iAT*^yoddidl afked, whether baniAimcnt and tranfportation 
were not fynonimous terms in the EngliAi law ? 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer obfci ved, that the word 
banifhmcnt was perhaps not ufed in our law, but the diAinc- 
tion between banifhment and tranfportation was well under- 
fiood. In the one cafe, the perfon was carried to a certain 
dcAination, and, in the other, he was only driven or forced to 
retire from the kingdom. 

The next claufe, regulating the time of trial, was entirely 
rew modelled. ’Mr* Solicitor General Aated, that, as the 
claufe Aood, it was impoffible, from the neccAary forms of 
the law, to biing the caufe to Jtrial. in the Aated time: he 
ftouid, therefore, propofe Ax months inAcad of three, and to ' 

introduce 
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introduce at the latter end of the claufc, after the words, 

prefecuted to an outlawry/^ ‘‘ by the evidence of two wit* 
refits.’’ This would fuperfede the neceffity of the next 
clauKj efpecially as the ftatute of Queen Anne and Charles 
II. had done all that the claufe projiolcd to do. 

The Amendment was accordingly adopted, and the next 
claufe omitted. , 

The two remaining claufes pafled without amendment. 

Afterwards Mr. Solicitor General brought up a clauie for 
the punilhment of thpfe who returned from baiiifhmenc pr 
tranfportation, before the expiration of their fentcnce. 

The report was immecliritely brought up, and ordered to 
be t.iken into further confideration on Friday. 

*lhe Secretary at IVar prefented feveral papers. 

Gent'ral M'Leod wifhed to have them printed. 

After a fhort converfation, the Speaker informed the ho¬ 
nourable General, the Orders of the Day were before the 
Houfe, and that he was not regular, 

1 he other Orders of the Day were deferred.—Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Tuesday, December 1. 

ROYAL ASSENT. 

7'hc ChanccHor^ the Archbijlap of Canterbury^ and Lord 
Spen:er^ having lent a meflage to the Houfe of Commons 
dcfiring their prffcncc, and the Speaker’s, and a number of 
members having prefented themfilves at tne Bar, accordingly 
opened a commiifion under the Gieat Seal, authorifing them 
to give the royal alfent tocert.iin ^ills, which had duly pafled 
their feveral parliamentary ftages. The fame having been 
rend, tlie Lords Commiflioncrs gave the Royal Ailent to the 
following Bills, viz. 

Bill prohibiting the making of Starch, Hair-powder, &c. 
for a limited time. Bill prohibiting the Exportation of 
Candles, Tuilow and Soap. 

MR. REEVES, 

Lord Aibcmar/e mo\cd. That the houfe be fmpmoned fer 
the next day, when he faid he I'^ieant to move an iiu^niry rc- 
fpedting a late pamphlet entitled ^ Thoughts on the Lnglilh 
(jovernmeni, Agreed, 

LORO AUCKLAND. 

Lord Lauderdale moved^^. that a copy of the grant mad^ to 
Lord Auckland, in the year 1789, be laid before their Lord- 
. N 2 fhips 
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Ulipii ; and likewifc copies of the i^ranrs made to fundry, 
perfons from the year 1791, and cna.'^cJ i.'ixm the 4} 
€iuts. ^ 

Lord Auckland faid, lha* his ni me ;.ppeareo in the motion, 
land Would aifo be mcntiuiicd in a luh .nut*nt r/Ujrioo, whith 
the noble Earl had in candour co:iu..i;o\’a:t'd .0 him, he 
muft fcl'cit their loidflups atternfon for ■ ?cvv miirjtcs ; more 
cfpecicdly as he could not fs^irefee vvhea#lu' iuhjc/t wou.d he 
brought into turrher difcufli* !!, anti as loi e dc.meihc con- 
Jficierations obliged him to go into the couirrytsil aitci the 
Chrillmas recefs. 

The fa£fs vterc, and he could avow th.m with fair pride, 
that in 1789, the king, from a diipolirion totru’i k a t^racious 
approbation of his It rvic<‘S in levtral ti>rngn ncgoci-tion?, 
had contcirt’d on him and on his two Ions for their lives, a 
grant on the four and half cent dwy Tlvat grant had 
palltd the Privy Seal, ^ome demur arofe when it was can it'd 
to ,the Great* Seal. i'he confiderat on remained in fuf- 
penfe, and an incident t(K)k place, in conleque.nce of which 
tiie grant wr.s never carried farther iiito elFect. 'J'..e inci¬ 
dent alluded :o was in the rccolledtion of many of tPcir lord- 
fh ps : It was ihe dcaih of the late Lord Hardwicke ; by 
whirh his IVUi-diy because empowered toyranta reveriionof 
a 7'cllerfhip ot the Exchequer. I'hat revcrfi'^n was offired 
‘ to him, .Ji:d he had accepted it ccrtaiiily under the implied 
condition th .t he (hould icnounce the other grant. 1 hefe 
transitions had taken place in the !at*cr end of 1789 when 
he returned from the Spanilli Embafly, and in the ipring of 
the following }€ar, when he was agaiji out c^f England and 
engaged in the bufmeflek of the Dutch Lmbrfiy. Jt might 
poiTibly be argued from the circun>llances thus ftated, mat 
the grant on the foui and a half per cmi duty h.:d been je- 
lir.quifiicJ by him, under a coiiCiouhuiV and admuiionof us 
iilegAiit'’. It was not fo. He had been ceciJcd by oiher 
rnouves ; by a feijfc that it beceme him not to conlider ihicily 
the va'e.e (*f the .'av(,ur f-fiered hinn, but to a^quiefee con¬ 
tentedly and chearfully in fiich arrangements or changes re- 
fpectiug it as might be thought expedient, 'I'he Gnanccllor 
of the Exchequer in nientj^jing to him the reverhon of the 
Te'icrfhip had recommended *t as Jefs burihmlonie to 
kiiSEg and to the public; but h.id at the fame time fairly and 
.el^l ciMy ilated a»» opinion to him, tfjgit the other prunt was 
‘pei,fe!.ily legak On his own part, though he had not p.sr- 
tJCulariy advened to t)ic queifioh, he had no doubt as to ine 
legality. He refted his general notion of tliat legality tipon 
^'dlcdtion, that it had been fafifticneJ by the afts of 
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. feveral lawyers of the iiril eminence and the moft aliC- 
^'tinguifhcd cnaradters. In that lift he might mention the 
lateNirIr. Y orktr. Lord Camden,‘Lord Walfingbam, Mr. 
Vv aihice, and the prelent Lord Chancellor, all of whom had 
as Attc rney Gcncfiil figm-d Bili^for finectire grants. He had 
been more particularly *^oiilirmcd in his opinion of the legality, 
by the recolle£tion that it had been repeatedly fari<Stioned by 
the noble and learned perfon (Lord Thtirlow) who then held 
the Great Seal. I'hat rtoble and learned lord, when Attorney 
Genera!, had figned Bills t:)r granis on the four-end halfpw* 
cent dury, and even had, at no diftant period, affixed the Great 
Scul to a grant foi I'V<-s, /imilar in all its principles and pro- 
vihons to the grant liated iu. the nobleEarPs motion. It was 
certainly pofiible, and ne wjs in candour inclined to fuppofe, 
that the notde and learned loid might have di,covered grounds, 
for doubting the legality, which had hjth:rto efcaped^ him. 
Such, however, W'cre the f.xlsj and if the noble Earl, whole 
activity in collefting information iv:.s wcl! known, Wi/hed to 
brin^; tne whole fubject bclore the h jui', be would ther 
protetrd to move for copies of all yi.iui '1 ‘die kind th 
qucltion, to which, the noble and learned 1 ccr alluded to, - 
hud Lit any lirre affixed either his name or tne Great Seal. 
It w<tS well known to their iordiliips, that the papers 
moved for vvere for the piirjxife of lurniiTiing an argument 
agaiml: the legality of the grant laid to have been lat dy given 
to the Uight H(»aouial)ic Edmund Burke. As he (Lord 
yvLicklanJ) could not have an opportunity of adverting 
to the fubjeef in the future difeuilions of it, he hoped 
tiiat the houl'e, he hoped that'noble Eail would per¬ 
mit him, though perhaps not (Iricll^ in order, to exprefs a. 
general fentiment relpeCting if. In fpeakingof Mr. Jluike, 
he couid not he fuhjcct to the impreilion or imputation of 
political connection or partiality. In the whole courfe of 
his pnl) 3 ic hfc, from the beginning of the American war to 
tne prtitmt hour, it had rarely happened to him to agree iu 
c'piiiioo w til Air. Burke. Such an avowal was perhaps 
I'ule to the ceditof ins judgment, but it was the truth. 
Even when they were in office togther for a fliort peiiod, he 
believed chat they differed as to the expediency of the mcafure 
whicn was iiijuffly called '‘Mr. Fbx’s India Bui.” At this 
hour l.c believed they diflti^d radically in their re'pe<ilive 
opinions up :.! the cirnturnffances of the war. But Inch con- 
J’deratKms Hc.d never prevented him, nor Ihould it now pre* 
vent him trom rendering joffice to Mr. Burke’s alents and 
characici, which would ever rcficr^ honoui oa ihc age and 

country 
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.€oi)ntry in which we live.. Was it fitting, that fuch a roan, 
one of the brighttft ornaments of thefe extraordinary timesy^ ' 
ftould be left in his old age to ftruggle with embarraflp^ents, 
rcfulting probably from the ardour and gciicrofity of a great 
and tranfeendent mind. The noble Earl was undoubtedly 
urged to the enquiry by public principles ; but the noble 
£arl poflefied alfo much liberal!^ ai>d good nature of mind. 
And furely it muft be painful to his feelings to ftrew 
\ thorns on the pillow of a man, venerable by afenfe of former 
friendfliip,« venerable by his genius and literary talents, 

. venerable by his advanced years, and above all, vene¬ 
rable by a recent and terrible ftrokc of domcftic affiiition. 
This fpecch, apparently at Icaft, ortc of the moft candid ever 
made by a member of cither houfe of parliament, who waS 
himfelf fo perfonally implicated in the fubjecl, gave rife to an 
extraordinary, and we are fony to fay, not the moft orderly 
conv*crfation that perhaps ever puffed in parliament. 

The Eai I of Lauderdale declared he felt nofinall (hare of 
furprize at the fpeech which the noble Lord had juft made, 
and which, he contended, was perfectly out of order. He 
owned, he entertained great doubts of the legality cl the grant 
, made to the noble Lord in 1789, nolwithftanding the high 
authorities the noble Lord had brought forward; w'hut however 
aftonifhed himmeft wa-, that noble Lord's anticipajion of his 
intentions in making the prefent motion. In rcip cl to Mr. 
Burke, much as he revered his private character, or refpected 
his litcraiy abilities, much as he redmired his wit, his talents, 
or his genius, he‘did and ever would condemn his political 
conclu^. 

Lord Srydney thought k not very handfome in Lord Lauder¬ 
dale's fpeaking of Mr. Burke in the way that tic had done, 
conndering that gentleman w'as abfent, and oppreflld by 
private troubles. 

The Earl of Lauderdale took up the word ** handfome,” 
and in defence of his conduct, repeated what he had faid*as a 
juft tribute to Air. Burke’s excellent private chara£ler, his 
unrivalled genius, his bri.liant wit, and his eminent literary 
abilities. Before any noble hqti noticed any particular words 
he uttered, he reminded the Houlb that ihe noble Lord ought 
to have moved to have his vroids taken down. 

Lord Sydney briefly replied, which provoked a warm retort 
(rom the Earl ot Lauderdale, ^ 

^ The Lord Chamellor fpoke to the point of order, and called 
the recoiled ion of the Houfe to the motion before them. 
The motion was for certain papers fpecifically flated ; on the 
motion being read, a noble Lord had arll'cn and foiicited the 

indulgence 
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indulgence of the Houfe, to allow him to detain thejr Lord-« 
ihipS^r a few minutes, as domeftic confidcratlpns obliged 
him to go into the country, and he might not have it ip his 
power to be prefent, when a further difcuilion niight take 
place. Their Lordfliips '♦ith their ufual indulgence had 
heard the noble I./ord attentively, and upon that ground the 
noble Earl had taken occafion to make a fpeech in which a 
right honourable gentleman, who could not from his rank be 
prefent, however refpeilablc and eminent in every other ppint 
of view, had been treated by the noble Earl with a degree of 
want of feeling that, he owned, had furprized him extremely. 

The Earl of Lauderdale rofo to reply, and denied that he 
had been in the fmalleft degree out of order. With re'gard to 
what the noble and learned Lord had faid of his want of feel¬ 
ing, he did not think that he had lefs feeling than the noble 
and learned Lord; at leaft of this he was certain, that it 
was but very lately that the noble and learned Lord had en¬ 
tertained fo ftrong a partiality for the right honourable gentle¬ 
man, who had been alluded to in the courfe of the converfa* 
tion. There was an occafion in which that lu b!e and learned 
Lord had fignalized himfelf by a very fevere animadverfibn 
on Mr. Burke ; and he believed, he had for fomc years lived 
in coolnefs with that right honourable •gentleman. The Earl 
introduced an allufion to what the Lord Chancelio'*, when he 
was Mr. WcJdtfrburn, a private counfcl, had laid to an 
eminent political charadler, (the late Dr. Franklin) before the 
Lords of the Privy Council which he reprobated as a moft 
unjufiifiahle attack on a man remarkable for his private virtues 
and his public endowments. His I#ord(hip added a variety of 
other curfory remarks on the conduct of the Lord Chancellor 
in the courfe of his political life. 

The Lord Chancellor rofe to reply, and was proceeding to 
give the explanation, which he faid fo pcrfonal a ipccch made 
indifpenfably neceflary, when 

The Earl of Lauderdale rofe of a fudden to fpeak to order. 
He contended that the noble and learned Lord had not fpoken 
to order, and was proceeding to fpeak with fomc acrimony 
on the fubjeif of his fermtij* argument, when 

Lord Grenville faid, the noble Earl was himfelf out of ordf r, 
for nothing furely coiild be more violently irregular and dif- 
orderly, than rcfleSir^ perfonaiiy on a noble Lord, who was 
prefent, and taking occafion to ground his argument altogether 
on what had pafied in debate on a former day. Such conduft 


* Homo trium litsrarum, fur eft. 
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was noynoly dilbrderly in itfelf, but highly difieipci^ful to the r 
Houfe. ^ 

^bi Earl of Lauderdale rot again, and infifleJ ihat ne had 
not been corrc£^ly called to order. The whole debate or con* 
Verfation whichever it migt^t be jirnned, had in fail be^n dif- 
orderly. The noble Lord^ who oegan it, hid confefled that 
he was irregular in going into the fubje::t the motion at 
* that time. The Houfe had n'^verthelefs fuffVred him to pro¬ 
ceed, what therefore was permitted to one noble Lord, ought 
to be permitted to Another. Having faid this, his Lorddnp 
proceeded to renew his attack on the Loid Charrcllor in 
reply to his having charged fym with fomuthing like a want 
of feekngy m the manner in which he had ipoken of Mr. 
Buike, and again faid, that there had been a time when the 
noble and learned Lord^s friendihip for the right honourable 
gentleman had not been equally adtive and fervent In piir- 
fuing his argument his LordAiip u&d fuch ftrong language, 
that 

Lord Sxdney with feme indf^rtdtion laid, “ Are we in the 
Houfe of Lords or in Bedlam f My Lords, I am perfcdtly 
Mfonifh^d at the condudl of the noble which in my 
apprehenhon has been highly irregutar/* His Loiddiip 
added a few other general animadverfions on what h'ld pafled. 

The Duke of ^Leeds faid the whole Of the conieifit on had 
undoubtedly been difoidcrly, becau/e no^motion w^s leouhirly 
under diicui&on, at lead no pare of the^convcTation hiJ rurned 
on the motion of the noble Lari fOr the particular paptr therein 
fpecified, excepting the fpeech of the noble Lo'-d, who had 
immediately rifen to tpcak to it. That noble Lord had been 
indulged by their Lordfbips with a patient heating, and 
iiirely their LoidOiips would nOt piefcnbe one rule for one 
noble Lord, and a different rule for another noble Loid. 
"I'be Duke fpoke of Mr. Burke in terms the mod cordial 
and at the far^ tune the mod haiidfome and flattering, that the 
xeal and ingenuity of the warmed friend could have deviled. 
He lamented extremely that the right honourable gentleman’s 
narpe Aiould have been introduced into the debate. He faw no 
neceifity for it, becaufe if he imd^ll^iod the noble Earl right, 
bis meaning was to call tbcAp&MW attention to the grant 
itfeU, and not to the perfoM^ln favour the grant was 

made. He hoped therefore jki ehe future piogrefs of the 
debate, that the right honounrible gentleman in qucdion, 
would be as little'alluded to as po&ble. 

Tbe Earl of Lauderdile rofe once more, and entered fome- 
wlut at !<.ige nito a diLudion of all tl.c nutters tnat had been 
• adverted 
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OR botb» The rev^e was the fadt. The right honourable 
AtJfMnap and he ^‘n^.each other intimately, before cither of ‘ 
n coioniOncifi^^b^ir political career or were in parliaTnent. 
eir piiyatR had .coplipued uninterrupted ever 

f. It epnti^ warm and finccie, not with¬ 

holding varjoua Ojpe^fip^ ^^fleirences in debate on public 
taeafuret. {|e Sieved M lu^yr the circumll nice, to which 
tho noble ^i^dOludedf whim he Tuppofed a caufc of difference 
or divifion ixlnendihip had been publicly given by him. 

*Xhe ctrctpiji^ce happpned before tne nob'e Eail was a 
tnember ^mser Houfe of parliament. In a Ipeech that he 
4 md Commons, it hap- 

Iteoed that} me rtgnt hooourable ganticman had for a (hort 
time quitted^ the Hpufe, and a part of his argument having 
fvolbamldf ]ifewynil<;tmceiyed byw member of the Houfe, but 
whether a|i|puwwivpd or pot, he, went up ftairs to the room 
in wbidf the honow^e W^man was, and male» 
voiendjfr iftiffeprmitted ' 14 * 4 , 'and gave his argu> 

meRt a turq diredly oppdin^lai his meaniog. The milre- 

r itation Was immedtewlwwtlM him, and the 

oppoftunitf ^ac ofieDed^ W«i0h 'was flefiire the right 
hopourablft> gctnlleioan remrn<»t'|^,<l| 6 >^ 4 t^ exp'ain and .ct 
dw r^bt. 7 'h 4 right bORwmble gentleman was 

jKdfedtl^ fa^eiiod, thud (heir tttend&ijp had been as whole and 
imcire mRi fhat evening, as ever h had been before. With 
leaardl to Ihe Q^«r point, lueotioncd by the noble Lail, 
Wwch for fame repj% via. ^ circumllance of his ha\ iiig 

4w a^ vr, Trt^nklinharlbly befcqr^ the lords of the Pi ivy coun- 
^ n?baa ^*1* occe explained it. He on that occaflon 
l^od the^ara^r of a legiflator, not in the charadler of 
A meolj^ of ITtwr Houfe of parliament^ but in his profef- 
S^nid ch^adler as an advocate. The ground of the charge 
'^tphieo hq Wteed the po^Ie force in his power, as it 

wi|sun^qh^!|y1ws^at{ty to mge it, was, that he was in- 





;t|cal l>is duty, in die fttua- 

he dpodL'j^^mn thing to attain the ob- 
*" *To JMyHyUniM to confelL that he did 

.'in*nu%e&^And with'every exertion 
‘th^Jiis in||Pm% ca^fag^, but with« 
^ wsis, the do^or, sral knew to what; he 
M die^chargb was made home, and in the 

fftongeft 
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ftrongeft manrer, no anfwer «Ki$ put in. Th«>r Tordftiips 
would hold in their recolle£)ion that this inr4dading» 

^at It was hii duty, as a counrd, todolC^ |l^4tbalt4tiS«vdi«v 
ed, be^'d d it pu'poli-lv with all polBUe«|plWg|b'>''AAerlkgil^ 
touching upon other topics, that M ft^erCCfi t<t.M<s 
the courfc of the debate, h|« l>6r4mii) with ftya> 

ing, th It he had no thanks to tetuttP to Ihc Robla Lari, be* 
caufe what hid fallen from hito was what hecjqteAed, but 
there were fome men of whofe obloajuy he & 0 )ild** 3 jways be 
proud '' 1 

T/jif Duke ofPottland prefented an RMreb fteth Leeds m 
favour of the two llilJs. r 

The Mat quis of Buikttigbm sdfo fB« 1001(6 BuckM 

inghamfliirt. Adjourned. ' ^ 1 ' *■ 


HOUSE OF (jQMMONS. 

* Thssi^T, Detimier i. , 

The Deputy UAier Of tt>t Black Hod deliveted a sae^tge 
from the Hot^ lOf requiring theiJilbhadMKe ^ 

Commons, to heac '»jis«y’s comai^on The 

fpeaktr having aecoriaaii^y attended, on hit VetWdt ih- 
fonneJ tue Houfe, that the royal ailcn^ by cqf|Mn»£Een, 
gi\en to the Bill to prohibit the exportation of fitUKUi and to 
lower the duties on the importation of caniUes and iba|u 

COWENIION Bll.LS..*4CAST£b>BAVNARO,-hrAin>. <' 

So jy. Siott prefented R. petition, figtied by a nufltbdr of 
the in I ibi ants of Caille-Baynard ward, in favour of the h)N> 
Bills, known by the name of the treafon khli feditious 
ing Bills, „ • " 

T he deamed gentleman ohferved, that tbi tlnuft ^ould 
recolleihi that a petition had been already |}ih(sntdd to the 
Houfe agatnft the Bills. It had been ftated, dUlt ^ pptittoa 
already prefented coittahaed the icnfC of thhf*1lthbWtants.rf 
that ward. ^ 1 (*hat Batertient viiSS certiidlV itet thC 
as the petition be h^ in his hahi! wduld 
former petition wa^ It vfds and 

prefimt ^titton Was On eginttHiing ihe ^ 

natutes fuhjoined to tl|M^ i |l |w i l 'Ip dfonhl be Ijbwd 
that out of I96,13* 'Whh 

it, which left A deetfiWf’tttdmdty in jbVMff bt 

was about to preAM. ^ 

Mr. Fox faid, he deTpifcd mifrepielhntatidh jbitidch 00 ohe 
fide as the other} becaofe, however mifiejdMentstion 
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*lbirvt tbe prefent purpole, it would pot contmu: to deceive. 
He did npt mean toimpute an improper motive to the learn¬ 
ed getuiemsn who pteintted the laft petition, and would taire 
his word as Toon ids nay perfon’s he knew; he had not^how- 
etrer, heard chat kentea ipendeman declare, that the petition 
he had juft prafeotM Wes'ahtawted m the m inner in which 
Jke wimed M Aesti popular petitions ohtdineJ, namely, at a 
public meetuag. He confideiM a public n ccting for that 
pihpoft paefetiijble to any ■other, becaufe m.iny who cime to 
a public meeting would vote according to their conscience, 
although ftm might Ottierwife be tempted to be mil icneed 
1^ motives M iilKnor conilderation. At the (atne time, he 
did not ttrlA fif «njy ttisans to thiow tlic ilighteft reflcdiion on 
any body mou wdio might happen to differ from him m 
opinion Ob any public fubjedt, his own opinion w’a><, that 
{uch watd^O f^ndeqiCy of the Bills, that, if no attempt was 
made to difguife thOtoi sn ^Jb.ngliihm.'in could feared/ be 
found to fan^on them; thfaf wa$ wbkt induced him to think 
fhat mtfrepreftntations alone could procure fignatures to pe¬ 
titions in Aipport of Bills th^^w^nt to tbe immediate Aib- 
ieWioA of cwiftitutioit. He wipi ’far, he faid, from being 
furpnhed ^at petitions of this kfpd i^ould be procured in 
jconfeauyi^^fi of the inor^iftc iriAuenrie of the crow n, his 
ftttj>tire*was, that pehtions againft the Bills ihould find thrir 
Iviiy to the labte^froiri Tome places that he could nam.* buch 
pettfion$« undoubtedly, did giea' cicdit to tbe ^ood fen/e 
and public /pint of mofe that figned them. Thctcirncd 
gentlemen bud ti'ated that the petition from Cattlc-Bav- 
anrd Ward, prefeared by an honouiablc gentleman, (Mr. 
Crefpignyj contained 190 figoatures; but the real number 
vm oni)f).f3?, becaufe tbe reft had mu a right to fign it; 
andititopebOon (Sir W. Scott’s) which ({c was about to pre- 
jTeat, amounted to 166; and this the learned gen lemaa called a 


dtetdtd itfsjorify. M tbe learned gentleman wifhed to-come to 
iliue on majority, he was ready to join tiiun; and 

4a fifder to di^snine the faiR, the beft v<-y would be to move 
CpmmittdC-fbr that purpofe. i huk mode was adopted in 
imreCOUtib of feiltony iit the difputed petition from ^arlifle; 
^ Cwantiim nOtnpiort on that (jiieftion, as Carlifle was 
at a great dtjfonce to brutgrestsoetiltico the bar of that lloufe; 
but 9 ^ gb jumds« ROU he cbaliunged the 

ilparned mbet bip^jlt A^’f^^'ornmittee on tbe quef- 

Alon. Ihwp ^m g j otj i i y vf the naMurent* of Caftie-Baynatd 
-was in fbviuir of the Bills, why dia they not attend tbe public 
Meeting, wbidt w» r^ularly called to take tbe fenfe of the 
jpubitaiits on that fubje^ ? This, inatltif; prim facity wras a 

flrong 
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Arong pfefumption that the majori^ vras not in fovoiir ci the 
Bilia. » ' 

'I'he petition was read, and ordertid «D Utf oti the table.' 

Sir JV. Sent replied, that his afleitiwis iwone Ai^ipwteil by 
the beft ei^uines which he had made on the fubjt^ no itg* 
natures could have been, obtained, there Hlvrittg been tw fbS- 
citation whatever; and he had> im fNaffildO oi^^Oo to prove 
his . negations in a committee, if mgeired. 

The Petition was read, andtwdered to Hem (he table. 

P60LE. ' 

Mr. M. A. Ta)lor prefeated a tiite Mer« 

chants, Trader*, and Inhabitants^ the cetttw,,af)4 tpem 
of Poole, againff the Bills. Mr. iliyW Stolen he re« 
Helped on the influence of the Ctown m ahnm eVeu fea- 
P'lrt, It was in fome meafute afloniihing that pt^^jofU of the 
nature which he held ip his haitd ihould^nd meirbi^ to that 
Houfe; nay, what waeflill mOPefufprmng, dnit thj^ ihould 
be tonumeroufly bgitel withOat Any foIidiUtkHi. 'toe mo¬ 
ment the B.l)s in i|ueftinn reached Poole, the iiflublhuiti wete 
determined to (bew their MnAed di&i^rohation Of lhem« Thb 
meeting uas regularly oonvened, ibelhenlF ^oi^ 
and though numerou^ attended, the utinbft onjQr end tnm- 
nimity pievailed. The fignaturesto fhe petition #drh Ot Hut 
iiifl rcfpcftability. The number of elei^ois in the tOUm 
Poole nmounted to 120; but the inhabitant to about gco^ 
including th,e viciirty. VV large portion of both bad 

%ned the petition, which was read, and orileredto Ue oil HSt 
table. ^ ^ ' 

CaiCI»9T«R., ^ 

Mr. Thomat prefented a petition flrom the fnhabiUnte.'Wf 
Chichefter agamit tliefiills. Read, and ordered eolioM <he 
table. * s ' • 


SWtAL’FlELO WEXirtRe.'* , " 

Mr. Shffielan presented a petition from tjlp "l^eaeets of 
Spitjl-iic.lds, Bethnal-Green, apd the neig^boutbop^amiui^ 
the Bills. Read, and ordered to lie on the table. %0h- 
tures amounted to between two and three tl^Mi^d."' , 


DOXUASpr.RILL,. 

Mr. Rffe moved the Gbsfer Of^WlDiaV, thwt tite Hotiie do 
refolve itfelf into a cotIMiflKtfee ’Of 'ttto Vniobt tth jMi- 

hibit, for 'h time IWted, tiie piil8hM^$VWi Mb- 
Jaffes, «tc. ** ^ 



lez nrOOOFALL’S PARUAMENTARV REPORTS ICoMMovt, 

Sir y$bn Sinclair preiented a petition from Meflrs. Baker 
Jtnd Martin^ at Gieenock, and MefTrs. Pemberton, Glaf-* 
goir, the 6nly diftHIers of^fpirits from mo’afles jn Scotland, 
which ftated, that the^ had paid 5430I. to goNernment for a 
Ikenfe to diHill fpirits from mdaffts and that thev had entered 
into large conttaiFis'upon that Recount; thit they ufed only 
eleven puncheons «f.m6lSfles !n a week, and that they were 
ready to prove diatntolafles was not an artulc of coniump* 
tion in ScotlaW. (Jiere'bre, lequcfttd to be c> cmpttd 

tin theji'Ijjsd wnuked on their (lock in hind, or to hut the 
duties leieotlHHedii itnee it would othcrwifc tend to then bank¬ 
ruptcy, add tix ruin of thar families. 1 he petition was 
referred to^e Committee. 

.The Houle* then refolved itfelf into the faid committee, 
Mr. H<ibart.in the chair. 

Mr. JEsfi lidd he 00 doubt that the petition pielented by 
Sir John Siadair, fmmained a true ftatement of fa£)s. He 
fholild, therefore, move a .clailfb to refund the duty the peti¬ 
tioners hdd already advanced. It was his wilh to grant every 
induigenee confiftent with tbe'vlews of the BiH, but if the 
ptsytr of that petition Ihould be acceded toby the Houfe with 
refpejft fp tfttes, 'it wes not eafy to fereiee the conlcquenccs. 
Pd 3 fil]ei;s worn ibis country might go to Scotland to enjoy the 
Wnefit of it. * 

w Mr. Sf/ttth laid, the inconveniences arifing from the 
mohibitions of die Bill, wire as heavily felt by indiv .duals in 
!^(pndon as in Scotland, be hoped, therefore, that if irdu'gcnce 
mould be granted to one party, it would not be refufi d to mo¬ 
ther ; and that if diBiUcrs in this country had adv<)ncCd any 
duty, it Would be iM^hded in the fame manner as it was pro¬ 
pel^ to be topetitioners. 

jfr, replied, that in Scotland the duty was annual, in 
grOportioM to the lice of the ftill; in this country it was on 
Ihe eoOAlfhptiOil. ^ Aould propofe that the diHilltries fliould 
eiaftin ibis Cottftt^from the nth day of December infV. 
end in that part of Great Britain called Scotland, on the 19th 
cd jPedeitober |tnftaht. The'blanks being filled up with thc^ 
dates^'and ^pther provifiona agreed tofot contra^, Sea. the 
' SlejnM Was otfder^ to be brought up. 

Central (wd» be M {imM that tporning over the 
jiNiefS, on jwe table the,preceding night, 

‘j^ative tome armyeBiquites, and found fiamany thing's quef> 
tionable in them, that they ought, for the information of gen- 

, tlemen 
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tJemen on a fubjeft of fuch importaiiice) to be printed. He 
therefore moved, that, they fliould b* printed, which was 
aarecd to. 

° POOR. 

sir W. 3^««7 brought in a bi|j to enlarge thfrpqvj[pV< of the 
ninth of (fco'-gcthe Firft, ftjr the purpdfe Of oecalthn^Hj 
relieving the poor at their own houf^, under certain circum- 
ftances," :.nd m ceitain cafes. Read a firil tihIC, and Ordered 
to be read a ficond. S-r \Vijliam laidi it was K}s wHh, if th« 
Houf'* (hoiil 1 apree to the fecond reading of the bjll, to move 
th It it be print.d, that gerttlcBJen might turn ihd principles 
and provifions of it in their mind, before it We^t lirio the 
connmittec. 

BOARD OF AGRtetrLTURE. * . 

Sir John SiucUnr gave notice, that, on Friday* ftitf^ropofed 
to call the attention of ^e Houiie to a fnl^ei^ of great import¬ 
ance. He need not remind gei|||lenien, that the Houfe had 
add'clTed his M^eAy togfyeiif^ons, that a Board of,Agri« 
culture be cre^eiJ; th^t |^i;d^hr.d been ere^-d accoi Jingly^' 
and employcdtonrprnOtijjgtlie political wclfgu'i of^thecnti^- 
try. At the Idif mectif^. t^c memb^s, oPs(hat it^tjttion had 
come to feveral rbfolii^as/ and, atnongft the spIIl -fc- 
folved that the Prelident be defired to move in'&at tTouK for 
a ScletSl Committee, to take into conrideratjon the- Rate 
improv< ment of the waftc lands of this co^try. In purfu- 
ance, ol that requeft, it was bis iqU^itloa'^q riiat 

committee on Friday, . ‘ . . • , 

CliASCQW. , » 

Mr. Er/kine prefentcd a pefit jb n Tmfon and 

Seditious Meeting Bill, from feMN- inbid>itIHite of the 
of Glafgow. Mr. Erlkinc faidf^lie wiihed to avoid i&y (tMng 
that bordered on mirreprefentation, in eot^etyt e » w *s>f which, 
he would not (ay that tins was 

of Glafgow-. He (hguld julf Rate it as the^o abthe 
head of the petition, wlitch ran thns; We tt^jusiderfigaed 
merchants, manuta^^rers, traders, &c,*' he 

held in hishand was hen^ \iy tcA thoufand oinrailios i ,thb 
lift was truly refpe&ame. ne tusderftood were ^rne 
counter petitions preparnw in ,Q|a fepw, and daily expe(ltd to 
be prefented to-that %tw'' as h* unotsrftootk w-ss 

firoih the ProitiAt MsfiiftiM|n^>iand'9?ow Co^il of 
gow i the fiKKind ^ Ifoifle of Tradd }-idililM|hittt,Aonii 
the Metohants,-^ of thit city. As fo (he firiftMlan, it was, 
as hqr as his infonhAion cDuld carry hui), cuinpoftd of %6 m-^ 
• dividuais,* 
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eleds3^»c.!^npthw the Tecond confifted, h*' 
]it^1tdv«4i and were confidcredas the'ire^^ 

H^rentathre^ o^'5w. li^^cbants. As to the third dafs, wheik’ 
laM on tb^tai^& ^at)?)iten'^iild then have an o{>pottunity 


iSf wth th'ofc fubjoined to the peti-' 

he.wi$ not afraid to fh^ink from" 
any c<^{9tl^^'^eiMf:'as w;^^inljeror refpedability. 

';Sfr/Sae^t»Mpu^asv^1^i^ytb3the had then the laft 
^idosiliii) the learned gentleman had men- 


tianed 9 obferyed, had already been pre- 


feht^v Xw'pil political reprefentatives of 

Guilder ie; which, the 
l^i;iied confifted of the wholer 

l^yf!rierchaihts ^itd trliders in Glafgow ;' as the Guilderie 
ofhpu&^iof frade throagbout Scotland. 

they would fi^d' 'that 

lummoned 
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chants ; but he believed there was aslitdetbOunuiiidation ba> 
twixt the reprelentatives of that body a|id,v their confittutots, 
as they were called, as there.was beta^ ai^ther bndy^ which 
he could name, and their conftituents. yy^i^ regard'to a druhr 
being beat through the ftreets, to tdlthe peoj^,e,^ i( theb»HB . 
in queftion pafled into a law, their liberties Were ek^hS frcuti* 
that moment, was there any mifreprefctitafion jh riiat,? • Nw. 
Alas ! it was too true. With rclpt^ 'tb prohibitioh of ref-. 
latives and friends from attending r ,ftinei:j||, pexhSps the per- > 
fon that told them this, meant to la^,^at m a ttnse, they 
would, as mutes attend the conftitiwh to th,e gr^Vt;. 

Mr. Erlkine added, upon the afidioriqrof. jWri Ofsjrald, 
that the 36 Pcrfons of the Guilderl&'w^re a, coqi^liittey . 
out the 500 Merchants, and that nanii^ of many of 
' -thofe 500 Merchants who conftituted 'that comhuttee were 
fubfcribed to his petition. 

Mr, Fax faid there Was no map wmire deiBibuS’ to give 
^ight, and the moft relpeftAle MtcnCoh, to men'V pro¬ 
perty, atall.tintfs, an^ph aill'd«ailon% than he-was. |I4 
however, the^eever hiad been* a period when an'exc^iotito 
that rule was d^andet^ that i|criod had arrived whkn,lho& 
diftin£lipns ftcftild'be.avc^d.ed, that drew inyidiops 
between the higher and lower orders of fociet^' 
djofe in power to beware hoW theypretoqted^vfi^^alcd-, 
lined to unite the rich agatnft the iodigerit. thoort^ 

cally fpeaking, Was'had; pra^catly, it -wi^ <dAh^crbus and(^ 
ruinous. Nothing in ,h!s mihd could tend moro tp affei^ 
the well-beigg of “the ftshi. Whatever ro^s inighjt be tjdcea, . 
to ftide the Voice of the Pi^Qfdc, ri^' tich^M^ ihU e^oy mat 
intercourfe, and the powdK‘ bf ^tiiig 
calling for redrefs, while the peic«.. would W pt^s^. 
the. means of ajjproaching the h^j^ posrai^ 
would fay, that the poor were ri^- more inte^jP^^j^ ihk' 
rich, in objei^'ng to laws that exiHhiiM 
and prevented t1ie<n frotp enjoying th^^ ^ 

ing from pur laws, the eternal theme 
vemmentdf the country wks not le& valimlw'jp^flie;loliw 
rixan to Higher orders of ^ phd^e j and 

to, lihd’futd) h m tiwi pp^te £de to 

enforce iudi diiHnQibtl^. hsHs’ldepn^ tie 'w/ekM 

theh'tatuM fhe sScib, W. 

there eleSifiulib 

would gs^^c'haii^ifail^ ktlHtSohed,' tct.iig^ldNfiT.. 
^j^dniCEls,' ihd W^i relib^, |^jd; jdbt el. 

Btio.' Bo fai'Wtm.defirotts "to give wc^t ilq tado)«^^6- 

' ' V 0 I.U. V . phrtyi 

# 
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^pcrty; but ftill he would repeat, that the poor, in the pre- 
, f-iit inftance, were ipore immediately and particularly inter- 
efted. Gentlemen talked of mificprefcntation j he had re- 
ceiircd a hand-bill, that had been conveyed through the Ge¬ 
neral Poft Office to the mayor of Caermanhen, wh'ch went 
to a complcat mifreprelent'ition of the bills; it ftated, that therv 
were perfedtly harmlefs, and would hy no means trench on 
liberties ot the people. As the bill flood at prefent, be¬ 
nefit focietics wer^ not excepted. It was faid, that meet¬ 
ings by the Iheriff were alfo excepted ; it depended, however, 
on the wt^l of Che whcthei he would or would not call 

thofe meeiittgs* He would noi attribute this to government, 
it might be4pne without their knowledge, by their agents, 
but it; contained a feries of the moft grois mifrcprefentations 
in favoMtof the prefent mcafures that could poffibly be in-* 
vented. 


Jltr. Shtridan^ in alhiiion to the advertifement read by Mi. 
-.Fox, faid, that the Poft Office was made the head quarters for 
diflemtEiatingthe miflepiefentations and multitarious libels of 
'government, the e>pence of which was paid by the public 
* moneys if fuch meaiures were countenanced by governmem, 
it was a matter of a very flrious nature ; and when he received 
better infpymation on the fubjedt, he would urge it as a mat- 
-ter worthy ^Parliamentary lAveftigadon. He next adverted 
had fallen from a worthy magiflrate, (Alderman An- 
Ydedbn) on a former night> who brought a charge agatnft the 
perfons who requefted him to call a meeting of the W ard ol 
; Aldcrfgate, namely, that they wiftied to difplace Mr. Pitt to 
room for Mr. Feix. A public contradiction had ap- 
^^^rei4 in ^ prints, iign^ by four of the perfons who 
waited ophMourable Alderman with the requifition, and 
/thtf pofitively ftated, that not a word on fuch a Tub- 
Waaintpred. He muft treat the circumftance, therefore, 
ua 9 levitVy to that which the honourable Alderman 

jTldpeft to the Duke of Bedford, and the idlq 
ac the^turnpijige^gate. Such miffeprefcnutions, Mr. She- 
«vidian /aidj|were unworthy of an Alderman and a Magiflrate ; 

however,* the rion. Aiderman would have the can* 
to ftate the particulars of the interview yfiih 

in he had feen iht adve/tife- 

a paper,- by four* g^tlemen, which 




to ihfinu^ 
he 


ibu he had ddivered a Tent 
them abd the advutjl 


»t contrary to die 
enb He did not 
ante 
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^late that the converfation pafled parties waited on 

Witt with the requifttion. He told thetinje, tW they 

wifhed co take him by furprizc, on the one of. the 

perfons told him what on a former night he haS iheqttibned; 
this was the real ftate of the cafe^ he declared, upqrn'his ho!>^ 
nour, and he hoped it would be deeiped (ktisfaAory., 

Mr. Sheridan prefenred a petition ag/unft Xl|c bills from 
bookfellers, ilaiioiiers^ printers, a^papeNmakers, who con¬ 
ceived that, if they pafied into ^cy were fo iinrned^-' 

ately conne.^ed with the liberty (W the prefs, a$ to threaten 
their bankiuptcy, and the ruirifii’their fantiiies. 

7 he Attormy General wilhedthfe qujefiion to bedebatied and 
decided how jufriy the bills could be faid to touc^ the liberies 
of the prefs. 

A petition from the aldermen and clergy of the borough of 
Srt.'AIban’sj praying for meafrires to prtyeji;t fed]tiojus meet¬ 
ings, whs presented. , 

Air. Henry Ihamten pn^ented one to the fame eff -d from 
the inhabitants of the borough of Southwark. When the 
inhabitants were convened on a former occifion,' 

5000 people were affenfbled in the town ha^l, and 
in favour of a petition againft the bills was fo great, that, afc- 
pordifrg to the report of feme people, there we^ 4" and 5 to l j 
and, in the opinion of others, 7 andfr to i., 'That fneftihgj^ 
certainly, was not otherwife tumultuous than apy otherint^et- 
ing in a town hall | and, therefore, thqiigh of a ditfefd'nt 
opinion hi(i](felf on the nsi^re and tleceiStj^ oif the bills in 
tion, ^nd believing that a'^pi^feiitatiye.'lfiti'hpt aiW^^ 
to adopt Ihe frntimcnis of Jiis conftitueu^ le thou|;SrtMr 
general fenfe was decidedly agaififrthe bills, and *#trfted 
future opportunity for explaining his dilTei^ from 
tpeirfatisfaftipn. It was with no,final! tljatfief, then 

informed the Houfc he was a’>le to judge ^tnfe of 

his copftituents with accuracy; and he fpund^|frOiin 
of three pariftes out of five, that the majority’a^mitted the lie- 
ceility and approved of the npiiftimSHon of the bill.^. ThiJ'Way 
in wipch he idcduc^dll^is o{^ioQ,,was from tt]|le 
Some gentlemen haJ'^pared rSb nctitibn theo'pre- 

fenced, and waited oVi th^ jphabitants at >J:hei|r ^Wn hou^* 
Two thirds, of , the inbabitani^rdeclijned all iftterrercnc^, Ik^t 
left it to the cai^ pf their repri?fcnta|iVes im&y .Ot' 
not at home whns^e gqnil.einen called, never 
cond applicatio^^d the repiaipcitT were bp- 

pofuion to the bills. Yet in St. IVTiiry Overy’^s p^flfh,. out of 
500 houfeholdfers, 250 had ligncd the prefciu petition; in St. 

P 2 Saviour’s, ^ 
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Saviour’s^ out of 2^ Itoufeholders, laohad figned it, and in 
St. Olave'S, 59. 'The petition contained 720 fignaturcs, and 
there never were more than 1800 electors; fo that one half 
of the whole of the houfeiceepers of $outhvvark, paying fcot 
and lot, that is, high and low, excluding thofe who pay no 
taxes, might be faid to be in favour of the bill. 

Ltrdjthn Rajf-l did not,rife te'objeA to bringing up the 
petition, but be wondered' bow the honourable gentleman 
couM ftate that petition tod>e the general fenfeol the inhabi¬ 
tants, or t^ow It to be a decided majority, even if the e1e£tors 
wdre no more than iScO; d>ough Lotd John Kullel had heard 
them computed at 2000. There was a material difference, 
however, he ohfetved, in the manner of figning ihe two pe¬ 
titions. The peti'^ion juft prefented was only figncd'by three 
parifbes out of ftre, after preparafion, opportunity, and indi¬ 
vidual ap|diration, vtdlile dl^ other was voluntarily ligned in 
the fpace of twen^-ibur hours only, by upwards of 80c. 

LIBEL UPON THE HOUSS. 

Shtridan prefented the Report* of the Committee ap- 
pmnted to enquire who was the author of a pamphlet en;.tuled, 
ThoHgbtt m the Englijh Gtvernmeett** 

The Report was ordered to be read. After which • 
'{Mft Sheridan rofe, he faid, to move, that the report mould 
beiaid'upon the table, but the Speaker \nioTtatA him, thatfu^ 
a motioo would preclude him from making any fubfequent 
niption for fixing a day for theconfidetation of the report. * 

■' that gentlemen 

fti^iRniave I«md 4 me for the examination of the report. His 
oven viav pttbe fad waS, e^iethef it could be brought home 
tQt,««aaiiinthe fituadan ofMr. Reeves, and conneded, as he 
waSit withtWaAnttiiftration of the country. 

' He eoncMedf^f'snoving, that the report be printed, and 
pit/en into coh&bimiMui on Friday, December 4tb. 1 
•The QhameHer Exchequer fubmitted- it to the Houfo, 
o^ether there was a neceffity for Entering into a confideratiott 
' i^lbeifport fo earty as f ridajr, Upon the dodrine contained 
in tii«|iiafnvblet^ the Hoofe had a 1 readyj^lared their opinion. 
jK.wastruey,that queflions of privilege ware generally difculTed 
asffofoble; .•but qs the Houfe had already argued the 
■fu^lR he cencirived (bat the Houfe might exer^fe its diferp** 
tion with refped to the period when foe report foould be con- 

ftdered. 


* Vide Appendix,^ 
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itdercd. As fotne important bufinefs ftpod for Friday, he 
wiflied that the report Ihould not be taken into cordideration 
till Tuefday, the 8th. 

Mr Fox ftated, that Tuefday was fixed for the call; and 
that the report of the budget would probably beprefetited opoA 
that day The important bufinefs fixed for Frid ly might not* 
he fuggefted, occupy much debate. ^ 

The Charnelh) of the Lxthequer declared, be d'd not defire 
to delay unneceflai tlv the conlideration of theteport. 

After fome f|rrher converfation, it was fixed tial the confix 
deration of the report (liould be the ieennd order of the day on 
Friday the 4th 1 he report was Ordered to be punted m the 
mean time. 

BILL FOR SUPPRESSINO SEDITIOUS MEEllNGS 

The order of the day, for receiving the report of the Com¬ 
mittee on the Bill tor prohibiting feditious mtcungs having 
tieen read. 

Mr. Fox faid it was not his intention to deb ifc the general 
pnnciph of the Bill wath the modifications it list undergone 
in the Committee in that flage of it. He wifheo, htowever^ 
chat the Houfe (hould, if pofiiblc, underfland it. He declared 
he had perufed it with attention, and he was ready to coniefs, 
that he did not underftand it; and from what had f illen fiom a 
learned gentleman that day, refpeoling [johtical Icdures, fie 
was* inclined to believe tnat the framers of ttie B.1I did not un¬ 
derftand It much better than himfelf. He particularly 
phined of the ambiguity ot that claufe which f Acluded within 
the operation of the adt, every houfe, rooAii fi^d. 01 other 
place, wMcn (hall be opened and itfed for the ourpotTe of deft- 
\ cring Icvtures, or pubiu ly debating, See. whether fiich boiift, 
room, field, or place, (hall be ipcncdand uledleranyiuch pur- 
pofe alone, or for any fuch purp jie together Rrrtl any otbiir pnr- 
pole,or under whatever pruence the lame 1^1 be opeAei and 
ufed, to which any perfon flu'll be admit ed by the payment of 
money, or by tickets fold for money, tec.’* Mr. Fox laid, bb 
confidered this claufe as including everv hoiifo st^re tnoDey 
w» tfiken for admiffingy and contequendy that j^hHcal de¬ 
bates, either profelTedly, or incidentally, were introduced. If 
fb. It would reach to every foricty i for example, the Whig 
Club, of which be had tiic honoui to be a diember, m^t at a 
tavern, and paid a certain annual fitbicription, partly for the 
ufe of ^e houfe, aod parity tor incidental expences, would, or 
would not, the tavern, under the prrlrnt provifion of the BiH, 
be liable to be pronounced a dilordeilv houfe, and incur the 
penalties ot the Bill^ The pioviiions ot the Bill would attach 

. oa 
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cti fiiqh houfe the faiw« on a hoiifc where money vras taken 
for political leflures j in both mOiiey was taken for the accom¬ 
modation of the compan). The feme obArvaiions would apply 
to all focieties compofedof i^ie lower oidjrs of th^ people for 
the inoft laudable purpofes, if t ^ y incident dly intiodiice poli¬ 
tics into tneir converfation. • He called on gentlemen on tbP 
other fide to ftate on wha<6 principle of polic) this refln6ltoix 
was to take place. No meeting, to difcufs the propi lety of cut¬ 
ting a navigable canal, could be held at an inn in the country, 
where money, on llich occafions, was ufuallj' tikcn lor the 
nfe of the room, although politics did not co iflitute a pSrt of 
the converfation, without the landloid incurring the penalties of 
the Bill. It might be faid, that innkcepcis, &c. might qualify 
themfclvcs by twng outa licencq, the fame ns political Ie6tu- 
refs: he would fubiinit it however to rhcjuftice oi the Houfe, 
whether perfons contributing fo largely to the revenue ought 
to be opprefled with addition.'*! burthens, efpccially when theur 
houfes were not opened oi ufeJ for the expiekpurpole of politi¬ 
cal difcuflions, ^d whether they ought to be iuhjed to pu- 
jpiihment in confequence ot any topics of a politial natuie be¬ 
ing incidentally introduced by the perfons w^ho frequented, or 
trafually dropt in at a meeting convened for any ipecial pur- 
pofo ? The Houfe ought cleaily to underftand the impoit of 
^ words, that they might know on who n the'•Bill would at¬ 
tach. To hitn it was obvious that it would include Tome 
^wbpm the framera of it would he believed, wifh to exclude, 
m4 it would Ixkewifo exclude others whom they, he took sc for 
^nted, wUbe4 to include* 

The power of (tiicriminaiion might perhaps bt left to the 
MTiagfftri^s : It was, however, impoflible for them, who were 
too often illtt<p*atie perfons, to put the proper conflru£lion on 
an adt of pariiaaiom, which the legifl^ture tbemkiyes did lu.c 
comprehend. To invcll tiiem with diferettonary power, w%'is 
^ngerous in the extreme, and it furely never could be the 
' .policyof this kingdom, to fufFer them to diifolve meetings for 
At improvements of arts' and fciences, which, under certain 
ciQUpltonces they would under the Bill be empowered to 
did not ftate tbefe things wi|h any view of fhewing 
^ Unat he ^^pved of any thing'in the Bill, be dciefted the pnii- 
ciple of it ^ he ftated tnem for the purpofe of know.ng ip what 
light they ftruck )the authors of the Bill, in order that the 
way might be^cleared fdr a debate on the third reading, and 
that he be enti^ngled with perpetual recuirence to 

the proviTions of the Bill, when he fhould come to oppofe it 
an the third reading. In ihort, he wanted to know of the 

pi jmoti ri 
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promoteis of the Bill* what it was whidl theBtU would, and 
what It V oulu not, piohihit > 

1 he Clunulhi of tht Exchequer dlinued, that, according to 
the natar il conttru£lion of the words in Th« 3»I|>' Rny of the 
incc>n\enitnces pointed out by Mr. Fox couM occulb If the 
nia^iAratc^ abulcd the difcretion repofcd tbetn, the party 
aggrieved would t ave tbe right of appeal to thelepinior courts, 
whei'* the proper conftruiSion would be put on the word¬ 
ing ot the Bill, and it there appeared a mifapplication of tbe 
{>und dilcrctioii which it was their duty to exerctib, puimlh- 
iBcnt would of courfc attach on iheni. The expediency of 
the mtafure had aircjcly been dilcu0ed, and the houfe had 
agreed on the ncccility of chetlttng that torrent of licentiouC. 
rth which threatened Iweep before it every thing that Was 
\aluable in the coniliiulion.^ If more latitude was given to 
the peifons whole condudl juftihed the reftri^ton, it would 
open the door to evaiiomi, and thereby ceoder the provifions 
of the bill nugator}. It bffi) been afkc^ whether every houfe, 
where poLticid fubjcifls might be introduced incidentally, 
was to be deemed diforderly > This would be a ht quefiion 
for the coniideratton of die magiftrate, who would, no doaht, 
difciunmate between a houfe wpere a meeting was couveiied 
for one purpofe, and another Earned on. The bill puid 
comprehend that in its perview pod provifions, or the clatNfe • 
be altogether loft} and a fpecific regulation made agatnft 
lechircs and debates. Be declared he was not aware ot any 
otlier line of diftiniftton that could be drawn} if, however, 
gentleman, in oppofition, who had not deigned to give thcir 
affiftance in ftw committee, woidd noih ipggefft any »min^ 
ment, or propofe any praiftical diftimftion, tm Houw be wan 
perf aded would tift'.'n to it with pleafqre. As an indivadoal i 
member of the Houfe^ he had noidifficuUy in declaring* 
the provHions of the hill were equ41y wdU icatCMlatK^ tp 
rcftr»in the progptft of (edition, and to {veccdll thd^ihnocenit 
froin oppieffion. • , 

Mr, FVw took notice that the Right Honoiirahle Gmlilffam 
had admitted to be a matter of difficulty to roftn.*^ m the 
particular cafes, and he hiqtfeif thought it an latfmffiUlity: 
aa ho did not fet hw i^s to Oombat mpoffibilitiol} he ftiould 
teewr to |||ia fenoar ^e^on. upon that part of the doafe in 
which the words fto^ and uadq; whatever preteiwas^tho ' 

daid|tod hinafelf by no maana fetisfted with the r«pl^ bis 
^udlnon had receiyed. The fidft was evident^ tbe gaol^en 
on die other fide ifid not undiifftaiid n thetofelves t pod, in the 
name of c^mon fenfe, could thatc hh r i^bcMor aMudvejr, 

tbitn 
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Ann to reftf that to the ififcuifioa of a magiftrate, when the 
Houfe> that ^difed ttefbiVy did not thcmfelves undeiiland it? 
What waa this but fay^gy We pafs laws; but we leave yoti 
to explaht them. He fliould incidentally remark upon the 
oniverfajicy attributed by die Chancellor of the Exchequer to 
to the fentifficnt of intolerable grievance, rcfulting from cer¬ 
tain political leAures. flt^ for one, faw nothing like thi 9 
fentiment eirifting, although certainly he had no predileftion 
in favour of political le£hiics> ^Itei cunfidcrmg a variety of 
cl^s that pnrieatOd themlelves to his mmd very powerful! 
he could {wt tAje^ fio the proviilon, which left it in the 
tfiicretion of thetiu^iftratc to pronounce upon the degree of 
. Innocence of intention which meetings eventually political 
Knight bO'fuSered in boiilba opened for other purpofes. He 
fg.iin thtrefTre prefled for fome fair and candid inteipretation 
ti^pn the fubjeft Irmn the other 0 ile of the Houfe. 

f 7 >e Aturtuy Ckiura! dedai^ htl'OQuld not bnt^ hh hiind 
to OoncetvO that m ehirds could be ctotured to the fenfe gen- 
ihtn^d bad been pleafed to give them. He wiibed to call to 
dheir recoHedion a law fratn^ by a learned ecntleman of great 
kb 0 itie« in the year 1781, (Mf. Mansfiehi^l} for preventing 
«Mic meetings on the fablf^th, profefledly for exjjilaining the 
Ibfptares, bdt r^ly M Ceruiti WickM pui^ofes. That 
wA, liable as it ohdoubtedHy was to all the oojeroons that bad 
pOen urged in Ae present inftance, paded with the concur¬ 
rence « tha ti^t honourable gendeman and both Houfes of 
l^rihdnent. It was plai^ that, if any meetine was held for 
'(tmoepnefi ptjipffSt pitd^lhied, it becamepunimable ? If on 
^efhet heM expref&iy for another pur- 

^1^ |>iit for ahy th^pfohibited putpefes, ought it 
AHt to be equally puniflmi^’Oendenien might havefuggefted, 
Wlfoef. we I0 ii(d{hed,*'hi»endmefus; iiiftead of purfuing 

method of amendine any claufe of 
ihe'biC thiAmeyffoight conliddr to requite "modibcatidn, Aey 
wholes 00 account of a iingie objefiioti to a {Ktrt 
'newIifaeAtiieHoBicto coniider, whether this partial 
•Mrijll^ce Was to fuseiim the pUUlic advantage arifoig from 
S^W$ilwtion^ Aeept^i^. ' 1 

<< Wo ftid, that he M heard remoM foe 

tibiepmafok^ )>y his right Ittnwojhibfe intend s wlffi tehM 

to ^ Je?A«d genWbmlm, it did pr"” 

10 did !h point} the Wtieij 
inahatnit/t be Aatra that it paflt^' < 

1 1 Mtt Sheridan t«c| iwlleAel^ that at ifad t^ne, 
Inml^aWMifed foe Mid is too octedfite to jtf provi- 

fions. 
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fions apd too liberal of its conftraSkkM..^ In to the 
ciaufe alludid to, although gentleaitS|| coi^ not OXpii^ hinf 
to take any great delight tn amendutg their bSUtu Und he did 
not know whether he would if he couM, yit he ptonounced 
the prefent bill to be one which it was im^offible ^ aoiond* 
As far as he undciftood it, it wdnt a^plutely W the prohibi¬ 
tion of all political dilcuiEons whMOtrer, and he t^Sievdd was 
intended by its authors to do fo: he therefore wanted a 
diftinfl anfwer to a plain and fimple queftioa; Wopld fttOh 
an iiiftitution as the Whig Club, for ui^nte, hh fu|hred 
after the bill palTed to 'illemble without a Hcento * Or would 
Mr Reeves's Aflocntion, or the meetihg at the St» Alban's f 
There pever could be, in fad, Mr. Shfridaft faid, aA'jr meet¬ 
ing whatever, bow ufual forever diey ihigbthave been, and 
on whatever diverfity of tnhdi^es allbmbled, but, politics 
were once introduced, ftodh that mooStlht 'the houfes Were 


diforderly houfes. , 

Aft. Anjiruther faid, that if be undOrfttpd die objefHowi, 
it was, that if clu^ or idbnbbiibs, however {bnocent in dtelf 
nature, and different “ip their objed, inc^hta'ly fell into 
debate on ^itical Ailnedls, they would bm coo'^hended 
under the daufe. He did not thipit, however, that (bu was 
the cafe} if a club, profeflediy for SO innocent purC 
l>ofi^ admitted difculEons of a polidca) natuf^nder ths^ 
pretext, they jObojild in hh opinion be ftopped. Tbeau^oo 
then came to this, if the obje^sff A meeting^ yd|s mtedlji 
political, there was no doubt; and ir V dplffwfnt wofdflSbt 
was abi^dji^ diere gras wafred^eSle ee«ra|p4!A thddtllbredto 
of the magiEfate to interfere. } * ' j. 


place, where |^tt(ial.dircui&ons arole, at .t|^Scmol under 
the bni as is qood, i^e there was no indsdtInwttdIF tbft 
pretence «f dw tneetiog. Were there tb be a to 

jng, called the purpofe of petidoaldg 
vapetb V any inn, sHtoib each pomn paid for 

m Dili> ftta iiMiboi 
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tibefe .wordSy,” My pretence” *had been fmcc put out, 
’ whicti 4:9iilirmod fiStn ia that opinion. Every other meeting, 
le^reS' op‘'}Aw,.'or,.any other fubje^);, would be coinpre- 
hendeds Md where oioney was taken for admiHion into a 
iroifm. ^ybi^ce pjp^cs became^ the topic of converfatiun, the bill 
would.ititcd^lPe. ■' .'s , 

JiS" Ai^pu^cr £iid, &w that he had been mifconccivcd. 
He .meam,..i|' ^ perane was hna fida for one purpofe, and 
de diwulfion, that it ought to come under 

the 

' Mr» Shtrlitm tteiwedrffont the learned gentleman an an- 
iwer to ,the quyilio^ Vl^ether a tavern- keeper fulfering a 
me'etii^, Aicb aMite Club, to bq held, would the mailer 
pf the houfe to tak; jOot the licenfc ? 

A/r, in;. of <be great difficulty 

in the reftriilioh^j^yBiitfelted by fight honourable the Chan¬ 
cellor of fheExenit^r, was induced'tu move a provifo, that 
idie.tnafters of vii^aning-hOuleStalethoures, and other pUces 
of public entertainment, ihouKI not be liable for the confe- 
-queaeCs of fuch-.'d^tcs or dilcuffionS as’ihight unadvifedly 
, arife in liHXtti^a held fc^ very difterCnt eit-eniible purpofes, 
of which ftey co'iild'j^ve their having no fori m know- 
Je^. ' ' ' - . 

'Tire Saiif^f.0tneraJ reminded the Houfe, that whatever 
- might i^ i^’donftrufUon of this clapfe, it would, after all, 
jpaniihi Ipra qoi^ Jtpy to determine upon it, and that 

power vefted 
had JtMKn tiippofed.’ He laid, it was 
certainty not the^bjeaq^ithoie who bfouglu in the bill to put 

reftriSions, or to harrafs theha 
tritn p^M^'liik''' In onler to charge fhc ihaftcr of a houfe with 
-.apei^^if fnviRhe proved that tbefe jvditicaVor debating 
;flubs yppre hqU with his knowledge; Md thht. the original 
'ieggn^ the me^ng of fuch perfonitwiisfor 'the'exprei& pur> 
,pg^ of bolding imch pcittical dilcuffions j and, wberq money 

tl|« ej^refs purpofe: before any 
ihdfwidff, ChidQ tbereibre be charged with a pokntty, 
at the t^eidng was Iwlu in1t ms' 




om> 





pdep, dk houilSi was 

__|ne Itwcmld 

ektiiValpuiC confirufllon of the claufe, that 
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a perfon fhould Ix. made liable to penaltiesS) becaufe thede pre- 
fent at a public entertainment^ mi^ lie ^cai to hear ^ings 
contrary to the profcllcd intention of their^ttendance* It never 
could be fuppofed, that, becaufe p(»r(bif$ lAtet!' to (dhie at a 
tavern, and the converfation afterwards turm on political iub« 
jeft<, that therefore the tavern-keepers Oloitld be liable 10 
puni^ment. Such feverity woidd be pecuHa^)^y pti^&erOus 
111 penal aiis, which muft be coflftrued by a jttiy t and, in 
fuch calcs, the leaning both of the cQuit and jury always 
agamft extending the meaning of an ai^, and Sgainfl; mcliid* 
jng any perfon not dire£lly within llaS of it. With 

regard to country or county meetings, v^rc mondy was psid 
for the ufe of a room, he could not fee how Rich a mtettng 
could come within the meaning of the 

hlr. Guy Rated again the cafe of a Au^ffShg to 'feiQuire the 
magiftrate to Rgo a req^lidbn i andbs the b^i exprefsly faid, 
that if any perlon or {>eil'fe({|8 pay, or teetifve fbolMgr, Sec, be 
contended that fuch meeting came "vlfthln the prohibition. 
Every pet Ton ufually paid a {hilling for aiftniilion ;'^'and heince 
It was clc ir, from the natUR; of their eiiquiry, that 'die meet¬ 
ing WPS prohibited by the bill. 

Mr. M. Riiinfon faiif, be could only colled, {feat,the SoAicitor 
General was unsble to eis e any trillion upon the bifl, aS 
he had not had ft in nis power’dtftinddy.to ftafehis own 
opin.on. , ’ 

Mr. Pmeys laid, be thought the difeofflon fynigttkr, and 
that the grievance (p mhch inftfted on 'vrik met^ ideali but 
even admitting all that had beefl feid by v)}^ofinoo, he few 
no objedion 6> thepafBng of the bill. 'It U^fufeTy no great 
grievance fen* porfon^ haviOg houfift and ‘|ilaceB of public 
entertainnaetit, to pay w.an additioaid licenci^.' 

Mr. Powys then mdVed, <* didt the amcpdiifents eCthe 
committee be now read.” •' . 

Mr. Pex feid, that he was fure a gentTesnan, coidd 

exprefs bimMf as honourable member that did, 

(0 far fiom underftanding the bill, did not uaiii^ag^ dto 
pacure of the £ogli& conflitution. 'J'hat wis* a J^dint 
i«sfeQ to iodpee hbp to wiih^jdcfet^e tbo 

tfdng partaadeU that <NW wnj|s 4 p 

fehte ’predicament; with the tM^urah^ Se «k- 

clared be WSS far from l!K(in| wsjSM Jw he had 

hea^from learned gSmtleirfett/'lQtdV^^ of 

mnee time. He Sppreh^ielisCmtoMywti^i^fe met 

for ujnocfeht arid convi'^ pll^pa&s,i> if a 

t ' 
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irotnent to politics, w^re expoled to all the fcverities of the 
bill. It was not merely the mallei of the hot fe, but the 
chairnoan, the toaft>iiiaraer, &c. who were battle to the 
penalty. Nofinfwer bad been made to his honouiable ru nd’s 
cafe of a requifltion; it was no anfw'cr to fay, that the order 
and dilbrder waa to bp determined by a jury. Was the con> 
itrutMon of adbof parliament, healked, the province of a 
jury ^ He wtfhed gentlemen to be explicit, and to fay what 
tbev did mean to prohibit, and what they did not mean to 
prohibit} ao^ 4 S be was aware that he Inould get no de- 
nmte anfwei^ fixbti %hat he had alrea 'y heard, he would 
move, as an amendment to Mr Powys’s motion, that the 
word To-moirow*' be fubftituted in the place of “ now.” 

Mr. Shcridatt ftconded tne motion, and faid, he would 
alk the levcn leaitied gentlemen ranged in fable array over 
agaiilU him^ whether or not, under the Bill, a houfe became 
difordeily as foon at polAical topics were introduced by any 
company afietnbled {& it^ He ftated the hardlbips under 
whicb tlu pubheans would labour^ if they were forced to have 
a bccnce, which an bunournble gentleman (Mr. Powys) 
confidcred fo flight a grievance, as tbefe liccnees would be 
given or refuied, accoriHim to the whim or corruption of 
magiftrates. A licence, M inftance, might be given for 
Adr. Reeves’s aShrtation, while the Whig Club, and the 
Fnends m the People, might* prevent the houfe where they 
met from obtiining a Ucepce. 

7^4 ChanHUtr tf Bxthequer declared, he could not fee 
the proprie^ of delayntg the Confideration of the whole re- 

S o» accopitt or any difficulty which had anfen as to a 
_ e claufev Ha fefd gentlemen on the other fide ought to 
tom contiiidfmd ffieir affiftance in amending the Bill in the 
Committee, inflead of refervtng thmr objedbons to that 
Asge. 

'' Mr. Grtf reminded the Houfe, that this difeitffion had 
arlfebfeom a quelBon put by his honourable friend, (Mi. 
Foxy which fevenil attempts bad been made, without 
«! jgiewao atflbNiP. * *■ 

beinn put oat Mr. Fox’s amendment, it waa 

; tojf tbe opp^fimk (ben tbp Bonfs. 

" (»dl^ OP tHS DAY. > 

y * . r « f* 

Houffi^KpgaMfemd tm bdee tbe Report «f die Com. 
* t ♦ . mitice 



»cc. I.] WOODFALL’S PARLIAMENTARY RWORTS. 117 

mittee upon the Bill for preventing feduious meetings^ &c. 
into con/ideration, ** 

The Chancellor of the Exchequir faii^ that it was by no 
mean** the intention of the framers ana fupporters of the 
Billi to lay the reftraints reprefented by fcitie gentlemen on 
meetings for ligning requifitionSy or on leAureft^ or other 
meetings that were not of the defeription which the Houfe 
would unanimoufly pronounce to be ^intolerably, and utterly 
inconfillent wuh order and good government j namely, thofe 
feditious lectures on which men employed their talents in 
oidci to gain a livelihood. He had,in confequence of feveral 
fuggcdions, an amendment to propofe^ which he thought 
would ob\nte all difEcuIties; and be (hould be happy to 
he^r any further fuggeftions in order to rewder it more per- 
fed. In doing this, he obferveJ that be was not departing 
from any part of the orwnal defi:>n, but merely reconciling 
and adapting the Bill to %e purpofb for which it was intend-- 
The amendment was to make a licence from the magif. 
trates neccflaiy for any boufc, loom, field, or other place 
in which a meeting (hould be held, or led'jres delivered, 
difcuf&ng the laws, policy, or couftltutloii of ibis kingdom, 
for which purpofe money or any other valuable things, 
(hould be received frCm the perfoits who attended them.** 

Mr. Stanlty^ in confequence of the cxtenfivc fignification 
of the words, law and conftitucion, propofed a further amend-- 
ment to the objeds of the meetings, by ufing the words 
dtfeourfes or ledures tending to bring bis Maje0y*s name 
and authority into contempt, &c.** , 

Xbe CS^ncelhrif the Exchequer beafuf- 

ficient anfwer to this propofal, (imply to ftate the avvkward- 
nefs and abfurdity of making a licence neceflary to a meet« 
ing for bringing the King’s authority into CotiAemptp 
The amendment moved by the Chancellor of the Ex^ 
chequer was then agreed to. 

The Solicitor General moved an amendment, to obviate the 
inconveniencics that might arife from the printers of new(^ 
ps^pers refufing to infert notices for public meetings, and 
pi^dfed that a notice, left wkh the desk' jthd pejice, . 
(boujd be fufficient for the purp0re,.whkb was lagrWl to. ^ 
HealfQ moved, that to the tvords^ Lords Lieutenant* of 
Counts and Sheriffs,*^ ihoutd be added dbie cemvef^ers of 
counties in Scotland, whidi was' atfp dgre^ to. , ^ * 

The Bill was then ordered to be eogroiTej^e^ read a 
t))xrd time on Thurfday, die jd* ' 


HOUSE 
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★ • 

HOW OF LORDS. 

> WjttmysS'AYy Dtcemherx, ' 

IXBBE ON THE CONSTITUTION. 

The order of the day btine read, 

^ht Earl B/ABtmarle claimed the indulgence and atten- 
ttofi of the Houfo purfuant to'a notice he had the day befoie 
given. He faid, be would flate, as Ihortly as poifiblL, the re.iruus 
that had induced him to caufe their Lonllh.ps to be fuin- 
moned upon the confiuer.ttion of a pamphlet which he was 
liire all who read it muft acknowledge to be a performance 
that required their immediate interference. The pamphlet 
contained dodirines diredi^ heftile to the fpirit of our con> 
flitution, and tending to £lKnateih>m the minds of the people 
tfteir afiedion to it. -It Was al(b a grols and unwariantablc 
libel upon the privileges of the Houfe. This not being a 
, party quefiion, nor a wbjedl of dHculEon, {fur liu man in that 
Houie he was fure wdulo rife to delend the dodlrines it incul* 
cated) he hoped, for once at loaft, their Lurdfoips might 
come to an unanimous vote upon it. Much as was averfe 
to profecutions in general for the '‘publication of political 
opinions, he muft, nevcrthelcO, preis for the condemnation 
«i this book, inafmuch as, from the peculiar circumflances 
attending ilj it formed an excqition to the general rule. 
If the fejedkion of a fb<v pafiages only were brought forward, 
and tbofo were not fupported by the general context of the 
work* then be fliould fay it was harfh to judge it ki that 
mock:; but if tbo^ piimges were flrengthened hj foe ge- 
ncrad and utuTerftI tendency of the whole work ; U the doc» 
trines inculi^ted were onifonnly fuftajpd by the whole chain 
of reafoning which the aufoor ufed i and if, forougho^t^ fhe 
intent of the aufoor appeared evident and uniform, then |hey 
might be fiirly quoted. If, alfo, they we|«ipere|y the fpecn- 
liittve opinions of an infulated political, wrhd!r> afid werq left 
no foe teminon Ixodes of circulation, much exCufe might, be 
adoUttelif. on the other hand, thfi pamphlet thronmout . 
wfo ^ uniformly aqi atrocious libel on the ccaAitno 

rion.) wSrwiKtWie of foe.^tnany libels c)re,utatMtip<Hi‘|tfo 
fonse Mem i O tee frpm a petfoo whhie Utuation {« foe 
laounti^ lay wfPPmer .>F,^ifoe<9s3ih wffo governhsentt |^va it 
particteihvniMaod iptehese fo .foe country { then 
came inattm ^Imhus eoafi^EMratiba tndsed; particuhtify fir 
it w# undeifoood {{rinp^es nc^ 'fofoh]||deint to, 
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the fentiments of a nobleman hi^ In ua^Cf wbofe in¬ 
fluence they might have been di /fei iift ri tftir 

Under fuch cirrumftances a<i thefc, it iMi^AMe their !ord- 
fliiin to ufe their power, and determinp tlve libel. He 
fhould be well content to have the pacanplist read>ttt lenght 
to their lordfliips, without ofFeringa luiglecomments he wa^ 
luic It would condemn itielf; for the paflage^ k contained* 
'vere To flronj, diet' uerc impof&ble to be iiuftaken; and 
Tic.r tendency io dircdl, that they woa]i| immediately fit the 
attent on of the mind, and carry a conviikion of Ajeir span- 
n-r. He would not, howe< er» fo fevoridy tax the panenee 
of their lordlhips; beraufe, although it was a laboured, and 
irt^ul work, it was wtetchedly duH. To fave, therefore^ 
their lordfhips the trouble, he would endcavotre to recapitulate 
tne pofitions it maintained, end then read a fesF-of diepa:^es, 
by which they were endeavoured to be fiipported, 
r. That the King alone makes laws. 2. That the oflier 
branches of the Icgiflitirip Are derived from the. King, 
j. That our liberties were gra its Iroox the Kiiit-. 4. That 
the only objed of die revolution was to feepie ya a Protef- 
tant Kuig. And, 5. That the verdidlb of jurte$ wetft for 
nothing. ♦ 

In quoting the paiTages, he would uot overftrain t!^ fenfh 
of the author; indeed, they were fo plainly exprefild, that, 
when their lordlhips heard them, they muft alT^iit to flietr 
tendency. But tf it fhould be objefted, that lie put a forced 
conftiufiton u{>eo them, he would give up the point, and 
willingly refer to the dire£t tendeAcy Of the whole work. 
His lordfhip here read extradls from the panhphlet, Thoughts 
on the Englifii Covernmem.” The ode which be conftdered 
to be th&ftroAgefl:, was that (commented upon fiimuph in the 
other Houfe of pariiament} in which the author coqit^r^ the 
Englifh goverument to a tree, of which monarchy was the 
trunk, and the tiordt and CoitunUns the leaves and bram^es. 
The leaves and branchesaaf the tree might be kippei) tXF and 
thrown ipto the Brt, and yet the ttunk^ t(ion|m fltom of, 
its honours, Woidd coutinue. fo thelfi^y |oFeftoAc«|itWild 
remain entire, tfaen^ ^e losda wd he le^ . 

ofFt Tbi^ kis lerdfinp find, was m mb wn^ of 

all the Minciples Of ms conflittnitigch jfiwc it 0 » 

argument to prove it. 

The revolution aBo only fecured w « Protefimdr ’Kiittt' 
and thb word vRas unknown to the feiiil mufihe 

dirpleafing to the King to;hear of. ^ Oeod God' my lords, ’ 
(faid his lordfhip} can the mention of the rtvelution be un- 

plcafing 
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pleafJng to the Houlfe of Brunrwick ? That revolution which 
l^aced them ondiethVoOe Which they now pofltfs ? Nfay more^ 
the author fatd^ ihllt the revolution had never been mentioned 
in the records of pat^liament) an ailertion t*^at pioved the ig« 
norance qf the Wfiter, as much as the other arc^umenu he had 
Itated proved his wickedness and bis folly. The writer for- 
^t that no longer fince than the trial ot Sachcverel, it was 
recognized by both Lo*tls and Commons In another paflage, 
the author treated the Diflentcrs as a fet ol men who ought 
to be extirpated front the earth. And fpeaking of the late 
trials, faid, though they (the perfons arraigned) were aC* 
quitted by the jury, yet they Were condemned by the coun¬ 
try/* If this dtd not amount to make the vcrdift cf a jury 
pafs for nothing, be did know what did. 

The Earl find, he could not conclude without taking fome 
notice of the work qf a felbw labourer m the fame caufe, 
(Mr. Arthur Young}) he treated the whole febeme of our 
liberty as rcfulting from the corruptions of our government; 
and there was piefixed to this (Mr. Reeves’s) work, a dedt« 
cation, (hewing that they had embarked in the fame caufe, as 
ittlatc^ the good efieft which muft arife from the circulatton 
of Mr, Young’s book. In going through the work, his 
Xordfiiip again declared, he had not overftramed or perverted 
any one paifage; in pro^ that he had not done either, he was 
willing to reft the whole of his argument on the context of tne 
pamphlet, and (hould content hi^elf with laying the pamph¬ 
let on the taUe. 

Cha^nc^lhr faid, it was necelTary bis Lordlhip 
ihould move foinething. 

yJr cf Lauderdahj after a paufe of a few fcjcohds^ 
rofe and faid, he believed his noble fnend was perfectly in or¬ 
der by delivering m the book upon the table. His noble 
friend had fo ably ftated the fedirious and dangerous tendency 
ti she paliagcs conta ned m the pamphlet, and bad fo fully 
eftaUifbed bis charge againft the author, of being guilty of 
the ^ipoftr audacious attack on the privileges of the houfe, 

* fhacjfc^irmitd be fdperfluous 111 him to attempt adducing any 
llung Ibttber m fupport of his propofitio«is. He conceived, 
the &p^ imptdfr which Miolfters ought to have (hewn da the 
Was,^ tbev indignation againft the libels aitd calura- 
sdes wbidi they ha^ juft heard read agsmft the dignity of the 
houfe, and th^fafety of the conftitunon* He bad obferved 

ufual wiuf^mg iWid geflbree of hts Majefty’s fervant^ 
which bad of Jam been the uniform jpradtice when any fuhject 
was introduced by any noble Lord, who was not connected 
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with them in politicks. Inftead of hstving' recourfe to fuch 
manifcflations of difapprobation, thejr to eRspainv the 

journals of Parlianlent; they would. l||» diicover) idiat his 
noble friend was confiftent and accurat^n t^viOR thnpmph* 
let before the houfe. lie conceived} th^t Krlt^ Jueb violation 
was offered aj^ainft the conftitution, indu^g fuch a grofs^ 
breach of privilege} that Mmifteftt vvoMd have rifen with, 
anxiety and alarm to wreft the bufineft out of the hands of his 
noble friend, for the purpoTe of offering a motion on thofe * 
pafTic'cs on which he had animadverted. 

T/v of Leeds faid, he did i»tt think that the noble 
Earl had been difurderly by delivering the book at the table, or 
by any flep he bad taken, bdt he did imagine that, the 
Houfe being fummoned, it muft be a difap^ntment to them 
that the noble Earl had not been prepared with fome fpecific 
motion to bring fotdrard. He owned be had expelled either 
a motion of that fort, or ffiat fome noble lAitd would have 
moved to adjourn. 

Lotd AibtmarU rofe, and moved, ** That the (aid pamph* 
let is a malicious, fcandalous, and feditious libel, containing, 
matter tending to create jealoufics and divifions ainong his 
Majeffy’s fub^^s i to alienate their affe^tons from our pre- 
fent form of government, as eftablifhed in King, Lords and 
Commons, and to fubvert the true principles of our free cori> 
liitution; and that the faid pamphlet is a high breach ot the 
privileges of this houfe.'* 

Lord Grenville faid, that he had been filent, becaufe he ex- 
pedfed the noble Lord had fomething more to propofe to the 
Houfe than mepelv laying the pamphlet upon the table. He 
did not mean to fay that the noble Earl was wrong in point of 
order. With regard to the pamphlet, the only knobdedgehe 
bad of it, waa front fomething that bad fallen from a noble Eatl 
iLord Labderdale) in a former night’s debate, when 1hatnO'>- 
bje Lord had read an extract from a book, the author of which 
Iw did not at that tiihe know. With refped to tbeparagcapbb 
which bad been read, no befiution in monouncuo^ 

to be fcandalous, itialicious„ and as unconm^qnal a$ 
any words that ever were prints or written.. With regard 
to another part of the noble Lord's fpeech, he meant that ih 
which he faid that the fuppofed. auffim of this pmphlct 
l«en conned^ with, or under the inSuence. of, hisMtg^jt'a 
Minifters, he muff deny it on hit own part; oor couldiu) hi^ 
feeling a cooftderable degree df furpriee ^ it Aoilld 
entered into the mind of any man,, that hts Majcfty'a Minia 
ilers would ufe their influence to circulate puUlfiations eelcu<i 
VoL.II. 1795. ' R ■ lated 
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lated to alienate the minds of the fubjefls of this country from 
the government) whim it was obvious that the people could 
never be more hafjpjjKJM^ while thev prcfervcd and enjoyed 
the prefent confiittltiOiti compofed of King, Lords and Com¬ 
mons? He did tUttaiean, in the prefent ft.ge of the bufinefs, 
to enter much atlwi^b into Rebate upon it} but, on the point 
of order, he thodf^il needtory to ftate, that, it being matter 
of notoriety, that the Houfe of Commons had taken up the 
biifii^ Of the libel, and bad proceeded a certain length in then 
enquiry le^teding the autnor, which there was no doubt they 
would follow op by Imper meafures, he thought it woul 1 be 
extremely prematme aw extremely wrong if their lordlhips 
were to take any ftep in the bufineis at prefent The Houfe 
of Commons had gone fo far in their enquiry, that, in his 
OpiiMon, it muft lew to one of two proceedings} either of 
Which would niake it very aukwaid for that houfe to inter- 
fkre. If the unfiMtonate audmr of the libel was to be Im¬ 
peached, their Jordibips would be prejudging his fate by any 
vote they might come to that evening, becaufe he mull, in 
cafe of an impeachinoaT) come before them in a judicial capa- 
citv afterwards; the fame objedion would hold, if he was 
ordeted to be proiipcuted in atumier way, becattfe it might dien 
come before mem in their judicial capacity, as the dernier 
and appellant Coutt of Jurifiliffion. Having difavowed all 
Imosmdge of the p^phl^ the author, or die interference 
of Admtniftratipn, in bringing forward fo deteftahle a work, 
and conceiving tiw, from the proceedings of the other 
they ought not to interfere in a cafe where they afterwards 
might lit as judges, be would move that the houfe do now ad- 
joera. 

Tbt Etael ef LttuderdaU £iid, when he expeAcd an oppofi- 
tion to hb nwle friend’s motion, he expected it qpon fome 
fuch grounds} however he was certain that no non in that 
houfe would dare to Hand up and defend the libellous and 
fcmdalous dodrines containM in that book. He begged 
hoivever to remind the noHe Sectetary of State, that, on a 
.ftnner oocarioo, vie. immediately previous to the introduftion 
cdT aB 01 for the fafpeniKon of the Habeas Corpus Aift, when 
the fome aigament was nfed by noble lords in oppofitioo to 
admilfofoaCwa, it was treated as one deferving of no attention. 
Ou^ that houfi^ in a matter which concerned their own 
^vikgeii to be bmtnd by what was palfing in the Houfe of 
Igomtiioiai, and while diat houfe was engaged in endeavouring 
to proted timr privileges to be altogether unmindful of their 
own If they fliould come to the vot^, it might be a good argu¬ 
ment 
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ment in the other houfc why the i(n|iea€bm^t IWild. not be 
the mode v>f profecution; but i: caine 'wTth'an ill giwe frdm 
a noble lord in 'that hoiife. The mttft be' 

well acquaiiiied with P<ir]iamen^#^'>fi§|e|(^ he iBtdft have 
intimately ftuJiecI them, becaufe the 

other houfe v»hicli of neceffity oidi^dll^>^^: <Tet, If ttet 
noble lord, w.>cn in the chair of ^e o^^^dufe, had declared 
them piecluCed from judghlg of thirir ov^Pprfvilegts, by iome* 
thing which had paflci^'in the Peirs, he (hould have ,/aid diat 
he very badly difeharged His duty. It making .fee privi¬ 
leges of one houle depend upon the pther.' By fe/r feme 
reafonit.g, they were not in the }e'iife:|i)‘']fej attention to vifeat 
palkd in the other hoitfe^ fo as td>'prcc)ude''lhem from jawing 
of their own privileges:' ahtf he again deii'red the noble lord 
to recolleOl his own aufwer tp feat arguine^ when fee Com- > 
mittee was fitting to enquire into the Ibp^oied'plots carrying 
on throughout the country. Was there not- a CbaMiiittee 
of the Houfc of Commons then lilteWife fitting? Had they , 
not then alfo come to a refelufeijh upon that fubjeft ? And yet, 
when it was feen ufged, ;fh?it they mighty perhaps, .be called 
upon to id in feeir Idiata^r as judges, the arjument wi^ 
treated, by the ijoble Secretary and his friends^ps nughtoiy and 
weak. Hp cuiiifefred,'' he^acqyitted mitufters' of having any 
hand in fee circulation of t^e books; if wtas a ^Oy too 
gre^ to be imputed to them: fe^ aoutd never id fo.feupidly; 
.and upon thofe grounds he acquitted them. Tfaere'waahow- ‘ 
ever another matter, qf which he did 'npt acquit tlm. By 
meir. ttondod, they a^oft enticed laen'to' .go fee kingfe of 
hroacAti^fucfe ahfqrd principles. He could^xiiptootjaffigea 
in other ''papws and works, exprefsly feadSjmed hiy govern- < 
ment, whitfe very nearly came up to the prefept}'^ Ipaft ttey 
were a falf pndude to it. And vvhen m^ fiaiiMii^feeto 
fan£lioned by attacking the principles of fniedofey feeyvnfght 
fuppofe, feat feis greater lengths they went, the |;reator ‘fetis- 
fauion feey would give to thofe on whole favour they de¬ 
pended. When jdtepe was a certain line Of demarcatiqii^'and 
that only to be difoovered by tbs peribn hitnfelf, ^was no 
wonder feat be qiimok it,aOd'ro fer be mighthe confided «* 
rather worfey of|n^ fe»i defervingof fevere puhiihtnpnt.- He 
was extremely ferprifed that dfe h^lc lord'feould ^ve moved 
fee .queftioii of' adjournment, efpecially from 'fomp patdci^ ; 
pircum^ances feat bad come out in reports, well in ' 

both Houles of Patfiapncfit, and equally well koown tp the 
country. The.author, Or fuppofed aigbor, for henever Wiffaed 

* Lord OrenviUt, when Mr. GrenviUe, was 'S;ea)Kraf du Houte of ObminMA ■ 
an the death of Henry Wolfian ComtwaUe. ' 

to 
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t6 crii^imte.kibjr t!^ till he/w&$ found guilty in a legal and fair 
Vay, in high office^ in the confidence 

df government, and therefore it 
to explain themfeJves upon 
^ not lo6k like a p^niality and favour 
publtck were in poiTelRon of the 
means of jud^mg it had been pretty 

- loudly humoured, that a grei^' of tliefe pamphlets had 

been fent to a perfon high m fituattqn, whicli at lealt argued 
, tharthie author Aipppred’ihe^ congenial lo hi? fentiments, 
and tvbuia bp fij^ionei^iby a4mi«iftrat»on. For thefe rcafons 
he he^d^tbe houfe tivdiitid 'agree to the motion, and not agree 
to fh^ adjournment. ;: ' V. 

Z^rd M^^Yy^i^r^xpi cfTcd his thanks to the poblc Earl, 
Jh® feit at having an Opportunity of con- 
, tnidi^^s^ A Tuoftatid fcandaloas report that a number of 
thepare^nlets haffbeeoic^t.tolitre: Ajs hp positively denied^ 
he declared, upoii. his "VinoBf j.he did not fo much as 
know of. the publicaji#'ffll honced in the Houfe of 

Commons, and then bd ljwight |t oat of curiofity to fee what 
the f^mphlet was: he Vas certain that every one that knew 
him would acquit him; of having .any^thing to do with the 
publication in queftion. '«c was fiitfe, noble Lords muft 
^ cquld never countenance aoy dpiSrjtie which carried 
^ . n^eaiow on tfipcgcveipmcht of King, Lords and 
Coiit^OtiA, . • ‘ 

It htight not bh irehlhvant to fay fomething of Mr. I^ves, 
the fitepofed authicf. It jjras true, that he had been api^nterf 
. Law CSerk in the department in which he (Lord Hawkeilburyli 
had the^nlrtif y fei-vlng the CTpwn} aiid he was appointed 
ypon bH -recommendations, the recommendation of 
|ftfo^^mpl^:!^|fc had written a hiftoiy of the law of 
, k.ngland,*nyqr^^W evinced the poviiere of. I^is mind, and 

efteemed by every lawyer, both on 
sit the bar. Even fuppofiug the book had been 
•V>hics» dr that he bought it, did it follow-that he ap- 
^ *hc doarines contained lii tlie book ? As well 

' w cemtended, becaufc he bought .Paine’s Rights of 

them. Of. the prefent.woth, he 
v-ISr • knew nothing.}, lie was per- 

diM untipfluenced. as to the contents the fhould 
martv^'.give ao opitnod-whatever re^eaing tHcni at that 
reaft^s. already urged by bis noble friend 
ene noble Sdtretary of Smte, he Ibould funport the motion of 
nd^mment. . » 


£arf 
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Earl Spencer agreed with the nohle;£ar^%' 1 ^ 1 ^i^^ 
laft but one, that-inihe Houfe of 

of their Lordfhips ought to cob^li^^^fld he 

would be the laft man in that Houie to 

privileges i in the prefent jnflance hdwe»^,^^’pW‘"^reai!‘fin« ■ 
propriety in coming to a t^erfion. Wfl^^CgafS fo whaf a 
noble Lord had faid of the ^dondutft Of minifteris oh a 
occafioii, it did not weigh much in his opinion. ^ The j^l^ 
tlien was to come at a general and alati«ii»|:,con(fMracjp' 
the conftitution and government; no individual was afterVihu^ 
to be brought to their lofdfttips b'at^-'JMld^e-greateil care'tuid 
caution were ufed: in refpe^to die pn^tlit pamcatiopf he did 
not know of its .eMftence. t^l it was brought forvltaiwln dui 
other houfe. Thp other nc^ble lords had the a^antage of him, 
as he had never read the pamphlet. It was ccrttihlj riftas^aty 
that time fbould be given their lonji^ips to read ahd tS' cSdh«, ■ 
fiderthe work; of whatheluidhe^d diat night read from 
it, there was much uncooftithttodar and offcnfive matter; 
but paflages might be taken from, klmoif any work' highly ob- , 
jeilionabie whik they were,detached, but with t. c coatoct 
they might be not only harniieL hut laudable.'^ He wsts ^ad 
to iee noble lords come forward to puhilh feditious publiea^ . 
tions; be could wilh jhey had always done Ih, and holiccd a, 
variety of libellous works of contrary priheipibs'to Ihft 
prefent: where people were vidlent on one fide, it provoked 
the other, and that might be the cafe. in diO prefent tnftnhce; 

1 le declared his inteatton of fupporling the oihtion of hit 
noble friettdr ■ 

Zsrd Mul^ravt faid, that, after noble Lords, who held 
official fituatiOrts under goventmdnt, had explicitly 
all knowledge of the puhlication before their L(^w}p^ and . • 
after what had been irfnnuated about fufpicion of Idte i^iniionS 
of thofe who did nm itprobate this pamphlet, he thought it 
would not be improper tojgive his opinion as a member of that v 
Houfe, but certathly holdthg no official ntuaiion with hisMa- 
jefty’s Minifters. Tfhe i^jaeftion before their Lordihips was, 
whether it was proper to go into an enquiry on the febje^of 
the privileges of that Houle at that moment, i quefeion which 
he for himTelf had determined in the negative. Tf^ qudHoit 
mightpome before their Lordlbips judicially, in one form or 
other. The Commons m^ht relprt to the, high tribunal'of 
impeachment as the bdl mode -qf obtaining the ends of juf- 
tice, and be hoped the Houfe Would’feel thq force of that ^ar¬ 
gument. They would inagreat meafureprejudke the cafe.v 
in that view, it they tt:n came to aaiy tote upon the contents 

of 
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pf the p^jHicatioOi iVid) regard to the idea that Atch of their 
l«ptdlbif»s $6 wftt ^efent ought inftantiy to hive taken up 
the (iihied after the aohie X>ord had laid nie book upon the 
tabl^ heeouJd potbe’p nbfervtng, that to wreft the cafe out 
of the hands ^ the ni^Jc Lord who brought it forward^ 
would have been incompatible wjth the decorum for which he 
truSxd theirLfOrdSups couduSt would always be emincut. In 
taking the i.fca of an impeaphmfnt being brought before them 
upon this fubjeifl, their Lordihips woidd do well to recollect 
the cafe of SachevereJ, the Commons had already adopted in 
the prefent cafe part of the mode of proceeding in Sache vercl’s 
cafe ^ and if their luord&rps pri^udgcd die matter at piefent} 
they would Involve themfeiveb in a diffikulty, and inignt get 
into an embarrading dileipnia. Should the Commons pioceed 
by lodi^lment infeead of impeachment, there might m that 
Cafe alio be a punilhment of the author of thi$ pamphlet. 

With regard to the former proceedings of that Hdufe when 
the Habeas Carpus .iv'l wias fuj^iended, his Lordlhip fold he 
muft ol-ferve, that the cafe wt|s very didliient from the pre¬ 
fent ; the two cafes were very difFercnt in their nature. In 
the former cafe, it was neccllary that a commjttee fhould en¬ 
quire into fodfs, to collect information for the Houfe, before 
it came to make a lcgi 03 tive proviAon upon the fubje£l; in 
the pi^nt cafe no legiiladve ptovifion was necclliiry. 

Widi regard to the quellion of privilege, their Lordfliips 
had it in their power to take it up when mey pleafed; and it 
would not be wife in them, for the lake faving a little time, 
to eiqiofejbemfelves to much pofoble inconvenieiicq. Would 
their Lordihips think it worth their while to run a race' with 
the Honfe ol Commons, for the fake of a little vanity upon 
thepomt'of privilege, when the real obje£I of coming to a 
determination on the cafe, might be gained without it ^ 

The Lard Cianullar having put thequeftton, their Lordihips 
divided, 

Apts^ far the ae^awrnmeHt^ gj 

NaeSy - - R 

Mojarityy • 19 - 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Wsonbsday, Dec, 2. 

The report of the committee on the diilillery bill was 
brought iitj, with the amendments, and read a third time. 

The 
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The eftimatW of the ordinary and the r^ifiairs of the navy 
for 1796 were laid before the Houtk It waa oitl«nd» on mo¬ 
tion, that there before the Houfo m iccoOBtef tb|( ex- 
penres incurred by Duncan CaniidMHi the Mainte¬ 

nance of convifis on the river Thames, nlfilii Ihaf mere be 
laid before the Houfeanaccount of monies iSti^ to W..Cldn- 
nerv, Eiq. for the maintenance of the cottViAs in New South 
VValcs, and which have not been made good by Parlianent* 
.Alfo, an account of monies i/Tued to J. Bran/lone, £fi). for 
the maintenance of convids in PortfinOufo and Lai^ftone 
ha I hours. 

It was alfo ordered, that an humble nddnsTs be prefonted to 
his Majedy, that he would be gracioidly pleafed to lay be¬ 
fore the Houfe, an account of all fums of money which have 
been expended in tiie public forvicc, and not made good by 
Parliament. 

It was ordered, on motion, that there be laid before the 
Houfe, an account of monies incurred by cariying on the 
profecution agaipft Warren Hafttngs, £fq. and not made 
good by Parliament. Alfo, an account of exchequer bills 
which had been tlTued, and not made good b> Parliament. 
Alfo, an account of debentures, which have heta iffued for 
the relief of the American loyalifts. 

• 

PETITIONS roR AND AGAINST THE SEDITIOVS UEStlNCS 
AND TREASON BILLS. 

Mr. Fox prefented two petitions; one from die corporatioi^ 
and anodier from the inhabitants, of Nottingham, agamfr the 
bills. 

Sir TViUixm Heathede prefented a petition from the free¬ 
holders of the county of Southampton in favour of the bills. 

Mr, Byvg prefented the petit on of the freeholders of the 
county of .Vliddlefex againft the bills. 

Mr. Noet Edmcrdi was defiroqs of addreffing a few wonfe 
to the Houfe previous to his offering a petition, which he dlen 
held in his hand, At,the commencement of this war, he 
ftated, that his ofunions ajpd principles led him to vote in the 
minoriqr Upuift it. About that period the aflbeiadon com- 
nenced, atfShM Mr. Reeves was chairman, and of which, 
aS'he had always difappreved of it, he did not become a mem¬ 
ber. Nearly at the frme time another fociety was infritxited, 
for the purpofe, as it i^as expreiled, of protofting the liberty 
td the prels. At the firft meeting of this fociety im attended; 
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H and, contrary to his expectations, was voted into the diair. 
Some refi^lnttons were then (hewn him, to one of which be 

according to his wifhes, he; 
took ilhitG^ir Previous to the refolutions 

being pot) ihi it proper to make a few obfervations ; 

in whiffih, wh<^ %h expreiled bis abhorrence, and reprefented 
the dangerous tendency of the Rights of Man, as maintained 
by&fir. Paine, he perccivtil that hii remarks upon the fubjeft 
were received with' a pretty general hifsy which gave him a 
very unfavourable opinion bf the principles and difpofition of 
the afletnbly. Soon after his retiring to the country, he rc- 
ceivitd a letter from aiboid:y of the friends of the people in 
Scotland, with whom he was unac<|uainted, and addrcfTed toi 
him by the ft vie and title of citizexi Edwards, in which they 
thanked him for'hS concurrence in the fentiments of the meet- 
rngat which he preiided, and exhorted him to fuppoit any 
meifdms they might* propofr. Id defence of his cl»ara<^er 
and reputation) he thought it neceflary to publifti a vindlca^ 
tion explanatory of his condudl. 

Refpeding the prefrnt petition^ he faid that it was agreed 
to with the greatett unanimity by a meeting of the freeholders 
of -the county of Rutland) convened by the (heriff, at the rc- 
queft of himfelf and others, ° He then prefented the petition, 
which expreffed Jts iacisftdion at the happy efcape of his Ma-< 
and'prayed the Hbufe to take mcaiurcs to prevent I'uch 
cmtnigcs m future. 

Mr. Fox wilbed to informed whether any thing of the 
.Bills then before the^ houTe was included in the rcquifitioii 
made to the ftierifF ? ‘ 

Ml'* ^dwiir4s replied, that he mentioned in the rcquifition 
nothing more than an Addrefs to his M.ijefty. 

\ S^oentary Dundas prefemed a petition from the in¬ 
habitant^ of Glafgow and Newark, in. favour of the Bills ; 
airp a fimilar petition from the magiftraces and town council 
^ cjf f^rt Glafgow and Greenock. 

^ The petitions were all ordered to lie on th*e table. 

ARMY ESTJMATfeS 

Tbe njpwt <>f the Comrattee. of Suppljr. fiiBj'He Amy 
EftitnateswasyOrpughcup. „ . 

Qetural Smth ro^, and expref^ebis iurprize at .die un> 
^ecedented account ^tent of ea^iace' with which the iniii« 
taiy efiabiinimeot has, been,- a^ vi^as to be ftiU buithened. 

, : ■ He 
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He faid, there had been the fum of 750,000!. brought to ac¬ 
count as the favings in 1794. and 1795 ; he thought it wa^ 
thertt'orp, hiyli time to enquiie whether the houfe would agree 
to fuch eftimaics, without enquiring whence fuch favings 
fliould arife. He obferved, that the eftimatc for the extra- 
ordinaries of thejirmy for the enfuing year, was larger, be¬ 
yond all coinpanfor', than for any former one. He thought 
It impofuble to vote for fuch an eftimate without farther 
fatisfadion, 

Whilft the country was engaged in a foreign war, aitd 
gre .t cli^abli/hrncnts were ncccflary, no gentleman, he dc- 
cLircJ, was more anxious’’than himfclf that a difficient - 
nuiiil'cr <)f trcjops (hould- be raifed ; fince, however, thefe 
troops cither had be- i?, or were about to be, recalled from 
the Continen* he wlfhed to know upon what ground it was^ 
that mini-lcrs provluccd fuch an eftimate, inc luding io,OCO 
Lncible cavalry. 'i"hc expcnce of the army was enormous^ 
while they had nothing to look to but general accounts. In 
the manner in which ih'. y were prefented by piece-meal, no 
doclfive iuclgment could be formed of them ; nc’- did it ap¬ 
pear W'hethcr the Turns voted were juftly and p'operly applied. 
He p Mticubrly objefted to the charge for j 0,000 fencible . 
cavalry. 'l"he yeomanry cavalry wwe, in bis opiiuon, fuf- 
ikivnt, and any apprehenfion of French invalion was per-: 
fcdly chimerical. He was not in the habit of fpeaklng irt 
ciirparagcment of any individual j at the fame time he could 
not help lemarking, that it was fdmewhat extraordinary 
that gentlemen fhould be feledcd to be put at the head of 
large bodies of men, who had not had any experience in mi- 
jit^n y ntriirs. If grieved him to hear the complaints of old 
officers, who felt themfelves overlooked, and who ought to 
receive the juft reward of their labours, by being preferred 
before the raw and inexperienced,* (however refpe^able m 
othrr points,) who were without experience in military af¬ 
fairs, had feen no fervice, and who were taken from aline of 
life verv different, and preferred before others, who' had ^ 
borne the heat and burden of the day. He therefore pro*' 
pofed, that the rcjxirt of the committee be re-committed, in 
order that there might be time for further examination of the 
-cftimatcs. With rerpeft to the Irifli brigade, he wiflicd to 
know whether the money paid to them was properly applied. 
A particular return of the cxpencc of the Irilh brigade ought 
to be made, that the houfe might be properly informed on the 
tubjeft. He wifticd that (he Secretary at War would bring 
forward at once an eftimiire of all the troops, that it 'might be 
VoL. 11.1795. S feeil 
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feen at one view what expence was incurAs to the 
emigrant corps, he confider^d that alfb as a fit obje£t of en¬ 
quiry, how they were employed, and at what expence. In 
one regiment, of not more than 270 men, ninety ferjeantvS 
were enrolled. At the moment wh'en the l'er\ ice of tliefe 
emicrant corps was no longer wanted, they ought to be 
d {banded. 7 ’aking all thefe things into one pouit of view, 
the fuhj*-6t required important and feriou? confiJeration, -md 
he would therefore .move that the report be recommitted, to 
give an opportunity of a more minute examinatign, which 
being .fecorulcd : 

7 'he Secretary at War faid, the topics which the hotiour- 
able general had infifted upon, were by no means immediately 
conncdled with the fubjeit of the army cxtraordinarics, nor 
was the objedt of his motion in any degree to be obtained by 
the mode he'wifhcd the houfe to adopt. W^ith regard to his 
firft obfervations, he could anfwer th.u the money contained 
in the eftimates of lafl ye;ir was not ail laid out, the rcafon 
ofwhich was obvious. In making out the efiimates, it was 
the practice to Hate the furns required rather higher than 
lower than was fujSpofcd to .be necelliiry, as it was much fafer 
to err on the fide of fuperfluity than of dcfedl. Thole who 
gave in the report, had no intcreft in mifleading the houfe ; 
^and he had flated the reafon why they had adted in fuch a man¬ 
lier as to occafion the favini^ which the honourable general 
bad remarked; nor was it ulual to give a more detailed ac¬ 
count ilian tb^t of which complaint h.id been made. 'i"o 
examine the necclliry for the expenditure of the fums they 
granted, was undoubtedly the proper fuiidtion of the b.oufe, 
and therefore they might wifli to know why it was thought 
proper co keep up the fencible cavalry. 'I his, however, 
was no rcafon why the report fliould be re-committed, fince 
' fuch an anfwer as would be neceflary might be given without 
it. Upon a general view of the force of the country, the 
cavalry did not appear tobe ouf of proportion to the reft of 
* the army. It was alfo to be obferved, that the augmentation 
of the fencible cavalry was not a new meafure; it had taken 
place before Midfummer laft, and was made at'a period when 
the fituation of the country was relatively different. A re- 
' duf lion had taken place in this re(pedl, the troop which con- 
fifkd of 80 was diminiihed.to 55 men. A great number of 
dragoons alfo werp fent out of the country ; and, as it was 
ncci.iT.ry to }ceep up a certain force in the kiijgciom, it feemed 
to make little difference whether that force was compofed of 
infantry or cavalry ; nor did he fee that this force was larger 

than 
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than ncce{r>ry. With reiiard tothc, Irifli brigadcj, he could 
explain the matter as efFedtually as it could hope to be ex¬ 
plained by agreeing to the honourable general's motion. 
They were a body of troops lent by Ireland; and paid In con- 
Icquence of an arrangement by this country. They were . 
troops railed 111 Irclan i, and were deftined for general fervice;. 
and fo far as they exceeded five regiments, which* by that 
compromife were furnifhed, they were to be paid by *Eng- 
land ; though they were imiTiediiitely connedled with Ireland, 
and no returns brought to the War office here. The next 
objection was that rcfpecting the fencible officers, the nature 
of which troops feemed to have been overlooked by the ho¬ 
nourable general. .Hysown opinion was, that thofe officers 
wh*^' had performed figna! fervices to their country (liould not / 
be forgotten ; ytit tliis was not an employment to recompenfe 
them, rhe men received no bounty, nor had the officers half 
pay, 'tnd the other a ivantages which the regular fi?rvicc afforded. ' 
The plan ol employing njen of large f^rtu.jes in their rel’ptc- 
tivc counties was more conducive to the public fervicej as 
they calily procured men ; and the corps partook more of the 
nature of 2 militia than of regular tn^opg. 

The Emlgr.int corps were raifed, he laid, during the hotteft 
aftion the campaign on the Conrinent, and had done very 
ellential fervice ; regular returns, therelo^c, were not to be 
expected. 'The honourable General was miftaicen, wh^*n he 
faid, that they were at nrefent of no tife ; they had been em¬ 
ployed on very important duties; and having been recruited 
and completed, were embarked with the expedition 10 the 
Weft-Indles. The deficiency of men, in proportion to the 
officers, arofc from the circumftances he had jncntiorftd; 
viz. that they had formed during the heat of the cam¬ 
paign, and no provifion was made for filling^ up thofe who 
were JtiiUJ off. (General Taricton and others teliified fome 
diflike of rhe expreffion.) Mr. Windhim laid, he believed' 
the phr le was a military one, and ilv truth of Die r^ccouiit 
was perfcdtlv obvious. So far as any redudlion \yas proper, 
it had aitejdy been made. Upon the whole, he did not think, 
there was any occnfion for going again into the committee, 
to obtain the information at which the honourable general's 
motion aimed, be fliould therefore oppofe ir, 

Gai^ral M'Leod U\i^ that from the papers he had moved 
for, he lliould have it in his power to fhew that the honoviraole 
Secretary at ,War was not correft in his ftatement *, and he, 
would alfo prove that the mode which had liecn takeh in tiie 
levying of men this war, was highly unconffitutioaal as well 
. S2 as 
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as unneceflarily expenfive. The fenciblc c^'iv.ilry, notwith- 
landing .what the honmirablc Sccieiary h’.d aflciuJ, received 
a bounty fiom twx) to fiv^ gu^nc.^s a man. troops 

had been givt n to members of this and tife cti'.cr lioule of 
parliameni. He bad-no rbjc*cli:wi that the nillit.a and fuch 
inflitutions (houid be fo C'^mm.indeJ, and that ni^ n o’ fo. tiii.c 
and influence fhouid be fo employed ; b'jt re:;nnc.its uj)an the 
eftabliflinu nt’had been given to membtrs ot paiJiainent 
for the difgracefnl purp'^V of patronage and conuptmii. He 
did not wifh to point out indlvidiiais, the fa/i, however, was 
iiridoubred. He, knew many of thef^ ofEcf rs who never law 
a fliot fired, who even yet weiemiable to make their sio-^ps 
^chance their front, and were utt'-,ily unaccpLiinted wih nnii- 
tary afrairs. From the returns it appeaie l we had on loot 
the enormous eftabliftniicnt of near 22c,oqo men, of wl.ieh* 
there were 14 or i; difFtrent fpecies of troop? ; feru ibics on 
various terms, volunteer corps, yet manry, 5 cc. Sc.', buck 
waf the motley force of which tne liiiiifli aimy was coin- 
pofed. 

With regard to the Fenciblc cavalry, he faid, he trembled 
at the object to \v hie h ir^. y were to be apphed. 'Fhe Secre¬ 
tary at War, \vl‘h that openrief& Which dilfinguiOied him from 
his confederates, had (aid, aau the lame id«*ahad been (‘iggelled 
by the right h(o'.our:*blc ge 'tiemiin, (Mr. I'itt,) that tlicy 
were to be enip'oved to maintain internai :rai.quility, which 
j|vas fimply this; that they were retained to over.iwc the 
people of this country. Having alked, w'hy fivmuch Larger 
a force was thus kept up than W'as neccllbi) fo: ilu' defence of 
the fountiy, he dechrcGi going into the lubjcct luitiur .drer 
ivhat had been* ftated by his ljon<)ui..h!c Inend, ('General 
Ke mentioned the cale of Colonti Idowlc'^s regi¬ 
ment ot chivalry, the horfes of w'hich h.id been hough: at 
251. anJ foM sor 81 . each. The volunteer ton p.THcs Ipiead 
ajl over ilie coiiiAry, he conceived, had no o:hc i uU than to 
afford an opp- rtunicy ol making individuals captMins who t ad 
never been in ibt atmy before. He ftattd, th>ii ihv Itncible 
regiments wcic more profitable ^han ihf SecTe./rv at War 
bad allowed, all the off-rtxkonings Kiug pocketed by the 
eommandc’s. On an average,'every man who had been 
enlifted within thefe two years had, he laid, cuft government 
661 . and this, Oi* computation, taken rather below than above 
tljje truth. 1 he levies'had been made by granting commif- 
fions to the various officers. In two years, the pay of all the 
pincers amounted to 99,000]. and odds ; then the half-pay to 
yvhich the oflicers weie eiuitlpd) at a valuation of their lives, 

was 
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was 33 jOcc]. odds, and five to fifteen gliineas. given bjr 
govcriMient as a bcHJiity, befidcs the cornWiT^otis.v Frpoi 
thk ffarcmcnr, of 66!. a man appeared to be reafonabiy 
jutt; ;^ove! mncnt, therefore, in his opinion, have done better 
to give a ho .rUy at o/iCe, JidKad of the bounty they did give 
alojig w.th the commillion* The army, in addition to thls^ 
wa:; ruiiy^l; aiui, ai'tlve his Royal Highnefs the -Dufceof 
York, wa>, in crultavou. iirj; to repair the lofs, ic was iiti- 
poiiinle 4cr any man in ten or fiKrrn years to bring it^back 
th.r‘ftatc in which the preinit minifter found it. Many old 
ofhe-TR, of great merit , and experience, were forced to fell 
our, or remain broken hcarteJ under the command of raw, 
urivApei'Ichccd boys, who were promoted ; and to this caufe 
he Ociievcd forne of the frdlures of the War might-be 
attributed. 

He owned he was alarmed when he faw troops collcSinj 
round the metropolis and thiit Houfe. The mcafures which 
LaI been ufeJ in another country, when the Proteftants were 
dr.igooricJ into a fiibmiffion to the mandates of that tyrant 
whom tiie hono urable gentlenun Teemed todmitat\ were 
about to Iv iniro luccd. Such were the expediences to 
the ri/ht honourabJe gentleman was forced to refbft, in order 
to ftifle cpmplaim, and to compenfate for the loS of confi* * 
dene?. IF he were lb invoke the fpirit of Lewis XIV. how 
would that Prince rejoice at the fyftem of dragooning whkil 
was adopted in this country, and which he had fo implouSy 
pradlifeU in the perfe cution of the Proteftants of France, The 
fyftem of Lewis XIV. was dragooning Aofe whom he thought 
religioufly djf-afFeCted and ours was dragooning Fuch as the mi* 
iiifter icgardcd as polnuafty difafFedled towards him atij hts 
mc.ifure5. 1 he n. nd«>f Ciod ^appeared to be againft the Minifter 
in the prefent warj Let them lookat the cacalogue of calamities 
that the rigut hohourabie gentleman’s adminiftration had cn> 
tftilcd on iiio country. A war began by ambition, conduSeii 
with difgrace and incapacity, and likely to end ia igirominy 
and difl)*)nour. Peftilence bad fwept away numbers of our, 
braveft troops ; famine, wai at our door, and probably a civil 
war, to winch accumulation of mifery the deiperate meafureS 
of the minlftcrs would foon reduce the nation, if his mad 
ctirccv was not checked in time. He concluded with giving* 
his fupport to the motion^ 

Mr, jenkinfm rofe to ftate, that for the Fencible cavalry^ 
as originally raifeJ, there was not one fhilling. bounty-money 
given by government; the exp^ce of raifing thefe regiments 
in vt^hich there were many old officers;, bad entirely fallen oji 

individuals; 
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individuals; advantage could accrue by off reckonings, 

or felling conrimiflions. 

Gengf^ iVl^LeodiM^ that refpefting the Fcncible cavalry 
he had made no afl'eition ; but he was ready lo prove that in 
the Fencibic infantry, a bouiity had bten givni by go- 
vcmmeit. 

General Tarkton expi efied his fufprize and indignation, that 
the Houfe fhoiild be fo thinly attended , and that upon 
matters, on which the expenditure (^f millions depended, not 
more than fixty members were to decide. He would, h'> w- 
cver, difeharge his duty, and make fomeobfervr.tions on what 
had dropped from the Secretary at War. It had been afferted 
that the cavalry were not more numerous than at former 
periods. He would ncverthelefs affirm, that on no former oc- 
cafion, no, not during the rebellions of 1715 and 1745, were 
^here ib many upon the eftablifhment. He was aflonifljcd, 
to’ find, that no reduction of the Fencible cavalry feemed to 
in contemplation. The Secrctaiy at War had likcwife 
/aid that they were not more than the pioportion go.ng out of 
the country i he would, however^ venture to afiert, that the 
.-^yalry going to the Weft-Indies was not a third or fourth of 
what wa$ expected froir. the L’ontinent. One exjjicffion ufed 
by the honourable Secretary was, he faid, extiemely odious 
jtphim. "The right honourable gentleman had talked of tlxifc 

t o were “ killed off*.’* He was, and he trufled the Houfe 
uld give him credit when he faid fo, no holiday foulitr^ 710 
yet, afe a military phrafe, the right honourable gen¬ 
tleman ihould have faid, expended or loft in the fcrvice/* 
^uch'an expreifiion as killed off” might have come from a 
philofopher; but it came with a very ill grace from a foldier. 
^''he honourable gentleman was, perhaps, little affetfted with 
the melancholy ideas which fuch an event produced. He 
(poke of it with the coolnefs of phib^fophy., 'Fhc honourable 
gentleman was unacquainted with the bOfrid reality of luch 
ftencs— 

" He jefls'at fears who never felt a wound.’* 

The profits of the fencibi<; regiments he would not fcruple 
tot aflert, were confiderahle^ fo that they were much more 
valuable than the profits ofa regular regiment in time of peace. 
The flatc of the argument, as it .had been conducted on a 
‘former night, was this j they had contended, on his fide of the 
Houfe, that the fencible cavalry were large beyond example, 
without the profpefil of diminution. The whole cavalry was 
28,000. In adaition ip the other arguments which had been 
^diu^d agaiiift maintaining fuch a large body of fencible 

cavalry. 
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cavalry* he mentioned the immoderate . of' foddeC, 

&c. wiiich would be thereby coiifumed* to the encrcafe 
of the ab.’ !Tiing fciifcity ami dearnef^ of provifions, . It Would 
alfo inv olve the nation in an cxpciice of 700,00ol* Ify ai 
had been ftated, a reduction had taken place,‘ he vv.fhed to be 
informed whcihei ihere had been alfo a reduction of expt?nce* 
He took a progi -iiivc view of the amount of the arrrty expen¬ 
diture from 17 q;., \yhcn it amounted to 1,834,000!. to the/ 
pr-jfent year, wnen it was f^vell.d up to 11,470,000!. In no 
year of the American war had the expenditure of the .army 
he faid, been equal to that amount. He animadverted on 
another branch of this expence, the ordnance, whicii in 1793 
was 448,000, in 1794, i5r47>^^0, and in I795> 

3,913,000!: this added to the 11,470,000, and the army tor 
the prefent year, they would find colt tiie country 13,383,0001, 
ileiiing. When fuch was the enormous expend:tu:c of this 
country, there was fure hrtlc reafoii to exult in the comparjlba 
with the c?:pencc of the military onrTrations ol‘ France'. Con- 
ifidering the experience of the American paper currency, it < 
was below tire underfeanding of any man to indulge much 
hope or deduce any found argument from the depreciadoa bf 
afhgnats. ; . ^ 

No minifter, he faid, had pofTcffcd greater opportunities “of 
carry ing on a war with vigour than the i ight honourable gen¬ 
tleman. He had a compliant parliament, and unUh>|t^ , 
fuppliesj yet they had I'ecn no proofs of advantage to ^he 
country derived from that circumftance, either in their cond]ud - 
or m-alures. He had heard of delays in the falling of the 
expedition from the want of tranfports; had not Minifters tjie 
power of providing tranfports ? If they negledted to do their 
duty, the confequimces were juftly imputei to their mif- 
manageinent and negligence. ^ In the Weft Indies, the 
I'uccels obtained by Sir Charles Grey, had been defeated in . 
confequcnce of not fending him timely reinfvirccmcnts. The 
delay of the Wert India fleet fliould be marked with the molt 
pointed cenfure. The plan followed in fending troops to that 
quarter had been extremely inefficient. Men had been kept * 
lingering in tranfports till death relieved them from thdir fuf- 
fermgs. 'I'hat great armament, of which fo much had been 
faid, ihould have been fent in three divifions; but it was mofl: 
impoiitically, he would fay cruelly, detained. The very 
moment in •which he was fpeaking was the proper time of 
a£ling in that quarter. Tine time of opening the campaign 
commenced m December, and ended in March. Ewm thp 
cQi6b> rcTulting from the tompeft, which had lately damaged 
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< 4 o inui^of and delayed the expedition, might have 

keen^fcaped, had the proper feafon of failing beeji embraced* 

' Itib^uld have been detached in fmaller pans, which would 
1 Save fuppjicd frefh troops, and favtd the colonies. He re- 
^marked the ftate of inactivity in which pur cavalry oii the 
Continent was kept j inftead pf joining our-allies, an ’ faring 
in the laurels of the Auftrians, they were kepi as a ^uard to 
Hanover; and as we paid the fl*et of Ruilia, fo ought the 
fiieCtor of Hanover to contribute towarJs the cxpeiiccs of 
troops which defended his territoiies. The l.t^^ eve ^ts 
Ae Rhine could occa&n.jpy Jto pone, butthofe who de¬ 
lighted in blood. They coufd nl^ither Xend to refton: the 
conquered countries totlicir former fituation jiorio accideiate 
a pe^ce. 

The General next adverted to the expeditious to t!:e col 4 
of France. The time it w:*s pitched uiion w.i-* ex.remcly 
idi^Qper. While France was difh.’cted by inilirrt .-lions in 
Yah^s pjirtsof the Republic, iindTouhm 'n tne liand.sof this 
country,’ the' expedition ttlonc could liavc betii pl:iui:b:e. Die 
tfoops employed were pnfoners of wai, ti;ktn out of c jotip.e- 
flie^ty^ ^hd little aflected to the caufe. Tl.c officers indeed, 
^vere men of hoqpur ; but the cominandcr, M. Puiiaye, was 
aei&er a peifoni'pf character, nor of iriditary talents, ilc had 
ijhtten- prefemp^ tix^many. diftinguiihed men, whofe abilities 
at leaft hav^ afforded a chance of fuccefs. Tite event 
e^^Uion w^s equally caianiitous to thefe engaged in 
fatal to the reputation of this country. Jn juftice 
'i^l^it^ividuals who had thus perifned by their reliance on th?S 
ipUtion, he could not mention witlu^ut rcfpecl and compaffion, 
tte dignified rcfignation of the Bilhop of l>ol, and the |'Tenl 5 S- 
turefateof the gallant Sombrieul, and his brave companions. 
Sombricul’s Icttcr.fpeak daggers jt^them, yet he v/us aware it 
to no life ro talk of pity to roei^ callous to every feeling of 
Itumanity; to men who 

VV^hilft barh'd in blood they rrnitf* at or 'hairs tears. 

And > urope'ti are tnufick to (heij eau. 

The fubjeil defer^ oeverllij^fsXo be inveftigated ferupu- 
'fcufly to the bottom^ ^1he enquiry was necdlary 

to V^icate the humanity and honour of Great Britain, 
he hp ^3 minifters would not ihrink from it. 

I^c jpext fpoke of the expeditioti to the ifle of Dieu, which 
he S|p reprobated in ftrong terms. He faid, that, it was im- 
pofEblc with Bjitifij,troops to conquer St. Domingo; it had^ 
however, been held out as a reward to the enfL;;units for their 
axertloj^' in reducing it, ^nd as an afylum foin iheir miferies, 

" the 
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the deitga might have heen rendered h^nourad^* and befte* 
fidal to this countt y. Itiftead of Alty dw ware (imt tt> be 
murdered, fbuHfrtKirdered, oti die coaft or Fnncd. Would 
not the rcdcAwn upon the unhappy Kite, of thefe 
harrow up th^ foul of the miniflrn «d» ex|iofed thctn to 
inevitable de(lru<^ion i Their le%wh$MEe«rjieein2nei)dytlif« 
played in that expedition. A Britifh foet was kept|twU^ 
which, if employed for the priHhfiitm of thd MedittrnMUsan, 
the fevecelofs lately fuftained in that,quarter, might barlebeefi 
prevented, and the commerce of the country not have ra^ehned 
lo fatal a blow. In the whole coarfi; of the war,* difafter bad 
followed on difafter, and di(|;raee upon diigrace, and yet diis 
was the only war during which enquiries had been unnori^jr 
rclufcJ. In voting money, it was necellary to examine hew 
it had been applied, and the advantages thw were entitled to 
cxped from it. Without performing this nrft du^, die re* 
prefentatives of the people might be laid, to meet on|^ to ixib 
them of their money to fupp ire die fchema of a minilmlir. He 
would therefore vote lor the motion. 

Cahnfl Grovejmr conceived it to have been highly i mp yope t 
in the right honourable Secretary at War, to dlgluiy edeptaC* 
fiun which had the appearance of levity upon fo‘ mslanchtdy a 
ciicumftance as the daughter of the emigrants at Qniberon. 
He could not conceive what live ftock he whs talking of whtQ.. 
he ufed the words killfd effl He took that tqipoituiitgr of; 
beaiing teftimony to the gallant condu^l of fome Of the enin>, 
grant corps who had ferved on the banls of dia Rhine and of 
thb Waal, particularly to the valour of Count SombieuU and' 
the corps fervins under his command. 

Qtnetal SmxK declared, he was extremely happy to hear* 
fuch a generous acknowledsement, it svas worthy cf the Hon. 
Colonel’s charader. The General laid, he hoped that nothing 
which he had faid migjht be cedftrtttd into an inflnuation, d;^ 
many of thefe corps bad not aded bravdy, be firmly believed 
that to have been the cafe. 

The Secretary at ff^itr dadfred, he Was furprtzed that £» 
much fbould have been iaidi,0n an eiqireflimi* which be had 
cafually uf;d, and which ha eansloyed merely for want of a 
hetv^. Heappeiled to the Uoufe If he had Ipoken with abf 
tiling like levity, much more witp unbecoming levity { vai 
if be had net, why Ibould filch an advantage have been tiktin 
from a folitary incidental expre^n I If be had recoUeded. 
the foUlier^ike word expendedt which the honourable Qene> 
ral (I'arlcton) had fuggefted, he certainly would have ufed 
it} though, perhaps, it opginatedln rather a ludicrous flory, 
Vol.II, 1795. T whi^ 
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liliich itc waH/^ mention to the Houfe. General Gutfe, at 
, fhe of Canha(;enaji Wing demanded a fre(h fupply of 
* • WUMi was alk^u the grounds of the demand t ta^which he re> 
Idieiik idtat,his troqps we<e tifptndtd^ Tbfc appikation of the 
i aerm was certatniy tudiceous; thoi^''it mrghtr he pardoiUbJe 
in that commander, who bad been a &>rer in the dangers of 
the liege; ' * * 

Mr. Sergut arofe, not edjfefan intention regdlatty «t» fol¬ 
ate the hon^nble General Tarleron) mfonghtll his 

argument W chiefly to ftate,' l!hiu the clltmates aiMiac* 
counts of the army and ordinance srere maMeNH; this year in 
lame way that they M aiwayslideit. It was, fwHIid, im- 
■ |K)ffihlelbr the Board of Ordnance ta make out exafl. efli- 
pnatss > the ordiiwies, 'h nta$ true, might be computed, but 
ttweakaordinarieecould not. The honourable General had, 
b» obferveds lamented that thebe was not a lar^rer attendance ; 
timt, be. bid on hispaft ark^ to prefume, was romethtng 
like eeldibW that gentlemen had looked ovrr the accounts, and 
were Wsfled that they were fair and irreprehcniilile. Indeed, 
fuoh h* h id conltdered to have been the Honourable Ge- 
' nesalSa opiou^ &nce he had not made any objcflion in the 
' cwnmliter. Mr. Se-gent reminded the Houfe, that fome oc- 
ctirfences had t499n place fo lately, (uch as the affairs at Port* 

S jPrince, tit, ^e* that they could not poflxbly have been in- 
Ipdio themiginal effimates. Having faid this, Mr. Ser- 
'.IMiitliroceei^ to exculpate ffie prefent mailer general of the 
i^.O|W>nce from any (taUK of blame in delaying the Well 
Mwekpedition. K he report which the hoiinuraUe Genertf'* 
*, mint have heard, relative to theordijance ftorcc being fent 
^ back Irom Southampton to Woolwich, was entirely untotflMd- 
ed,t on the contrary, the Puke of Richmond was the firfl 
, Mailer General who had taken* care to provide that there 
ifwajrs ihould be a conUdeiaMis dep6t of ordiunce at Poitl- 
moutb, in calc of any fuddeo OCcalton which might occur for 
its n^oftatipn ; a meafure ^hiph wis fflHperievered in by the 
noble Marquis at ^dknt at the bbaffof'that department. He 
, was confident Bmt'titete bevif Wbeen an armament at Iqch 
niagvthBde fitted out in fo flhbiti'time; and hp put it brgen- 
»wheth^.it was fair to Yuppoie th.t the nohlirpmibit 
, (Mp^is Cuniwallts) who had been fo adtve in the fervice of 
W^Sbuntry, when abroad,.Ihoald in any way be remils in 
turOilhing Itores for mbers who might be adiing on ftations 
fimibu to ihofe whkb he at oOb time had' lo honourably oc¬ 
cupied f 


General 



t ^ 

Ok, a.} XttffUTS. ijl i 

(Stiufai TfrUtt^ rt^e lp «SkpMn< Tb? ^pneral fnid, he 

S teeil wifH the* honouraMc gent^itoftn^af *to ne fu1>j^ of thA ' 
imattt) liiut ^M&red with itiaii to the mode^ which thejr 

were BMKK pvti. He declared, be wef -to h« ibe exCul- 
fiiUioB of the n^le tJi»rd at the of ^ Ore^^tc, atid 
^iR^ence which be d|«W':^om k^wa«, that all, the blamb 
attached to the reft of his Maje^'s mhttftersi* ’ » 

b^Bif^ave declared t a'gumentt of 4he'hD(ioiir<< 

ahle^ f ^tr ap upon the other fve, htuTnot eonv^ed him that 
iJw t^lutions of the cf^jifimittre ought not td «e recdved} 
flowtimandii^ t&e teiBj^ wbn^ bad caufed the de% of the 
bt armament m had ro doubt hut that through the 
4exettion8 of his Mgeftjfrt mtiuftera, the fleet had been refitted 
in fuificient time ftill to render tt effl’duaL With regard to 
the great force itept up throughout the Country, he th^ght it 
abfoTutely nccciTary to prevent the defigns of traitors; and 
bis opinion wa», that the ravsjry fhoutd m preftrred, as beft 
• adapted to the putpofe. The expences of theyl!»rlrere, be 
admitted, more coiifidefable than befoie’tbe war, bot that eir> 
eumftanfie, inftcad of being matter of tfiunmb to hiS'M^eftVa 
Qiinillers, he believed was a ierious caufi: or cone Tn ; and he 
was perfuaded, that they would be happy whalMltC time to re¬ 
duce them to the fame ftatc as before the war, fliould arrive. 
That time, ha hoped and trufted, was not fair diftanti but he 
hoped and trufieS alio, that a jpCace would ofrhrbe made upoia 
any jother terms than thoie of honour an^ fecuiify WthdCtoMI- 
i try. With refpeCi to the Frettch «t^>editioo, ne Dnddrftpoa 
' that (he emigrants were anxious tor it, from a ftiong^flippiod^r 
tion that they (hould he able to-co-opeiatr with the royaflfti, 
•^aod effeSt a counter>revo]iitioa. In anfU'er to the charge 
want of feeiing for thofp unfoitfijpetC nen, with wt.ich the 
honourable general bad accuM his Adidufty's mtiuftrr*, be , 
tnuft declare, the hsKto^ti^hle geiidfai IcefttM bint<idf to 
have very little fephng for Iht foeUngs ot others, itlwn he 
saadefuefa aa',atX^Nfono^ tjlpon the whole, tberefotoyhe 
ihotdd vote for (h# briiqpi^ iqi the report. 

^ CeJtnti Gf»/V4»9t: m^tkjSM^n ^ fliOuld have been 
limlaft man m the wpc^ntohnpfne |nvidioagrdiftiid.tions dr 
foxing honourable vSecrrtarv 'a» WW« 

upoP 0M|i^anthol)i d^^fob)ear as the unfortunate aflifir ab 
C^ibewf), r* He only toeaiti (t> ptifot out the improiiifibty of 
tne fingdiai; he h^ad ufod. < 

d^ith dcclaiing that he thought 
it itMeceidl for ^ndemro to t^iy themlelvvs peifrnafiy to 
t)w fohlings of iidividuatfi of which they were not qualified tef 
' T a j^ge, 
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jh« 3 s:et and itahtcti nevfr coiiM b* learnt froai any raft and 
( iMi^ eJrpi^oit, that might cfeifMi in the wain^th of delMte. 

The public, du^ juft mbitiud, would aot judee of men hjr 
the raftt or intemperate aninlaidverrions paflea on them in 
dbat Houir^ but by the uniform tenotfr of their conduft in 
general. No man of ieeling, nor of ftmfe, would aferihe a 
want of humanity to tbi'i right honourable friend, to a^na 
fbme char^l feemed m^roifaMdcularly to be diteftlsd. No 
man could j^ly hharge him fporting with ft» fthlioga 
and fufterinfi^w men, oi think be could fmihi at ** oijihiMW* 
t»rs, and wii^l^’trries, ordeenisthe |rohfla*bf Earope-mnfici** 
The hunt uraWb genUeman hadf bejgn^fed, fttrodoced-that 
quotation merely to decorate his fpwe^ and gr^ it with 
Ibme touches or the pure pathetic at the expence, no doubt, 
if confiderable laboar on his part. The ItOnourahle gentle-, 
than was at liberty to indulge his fancy in thoie flights, but 
ftey would, he tmfted, nave Ittde cft«£l upon the fober judg¬ 
ment of tbo/jBlouie. With regard to the failing of the Weft- ' 
India annattent, he had thougm proper to fay, that if the de¬ 
lay was not to be tnaced to the ordnance, the blame attached 
to the reft of his MajciW’s minifters. This was begging 
die queftion; boibottld mft have proved that delay bad exift* 
ed at all. lo'trutb, and in ftiA, no blame was imputable to 
hny perfon whatever. The honouiablc gentleman had talked 
df feiidit^ aoiay a great annaoumt of ao or 30,000 men, as 
^it mu Oply a iwtchine that was to be fent out of the CodO* 
ffty. 4 ie '^d not oonfider the many preparations that ware 
uODtftby for it. He did dot eonfider that thy expedition de« 

d ed tqion drafts from the Continent and various former 
ce* i drat the regiments, when landed, required time ui • 
refit, to repoTe, and to recruit^ and to get the many reinforce- 
> fttcnts neceflary} in ftart^ ftit*{eVeral forts of preparauon 
Of wdnanct^ foldiers, fai]<^'|iOvifton$, ftowage, ammuni¬ 
tion of all kinds, ftc. ftes The bennurabk genera) bad 
ftated, that mftit^ q;)erafto|b) ter. comctei'cc in the 
Weft-Indies in December. He'e^hted the troth of the 
' yefition, and, accordhtgKto thCynhM node of Celculatihg, 
Ihe annaroent would Inve lN>B|e%i#i^'*fbr aSton in the Weft«« 
Indies in December if it had ttot been refttained by fuch ae» 
cjdenM as no human precaution onuid prevent. The right 
honourable gentleman laid that thr fleet Ihould haw been 
ready to fail in OSober, it reaily was fo} dtJeaft of th* 
artnameiit was ready for failing' oa the 46 lh of O^oher, 
and the whole was compleated by the ftrft of Novtmbw t the 
delay that thae had hpeo entirely owing to contrary 

' winds. 
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wtixh. Would liopounJile netienl impute It m a m«ter 
of bUme to hi* tntniClem, dnit the wind bleiy tram 

the weft 4^l««d of flte e<.ft> as if tkev ooutd' contraul^ tiio 
elemennk And rtgulAte the whether f The only caufe of blwm 
thenf wes, that thO armameiit had not been fijKtt oat in dif¬ 
ferent detachments. He bed not, tt tOas true, thO tehdit Of 
thst honourable generart advipe, but he ^ the advice of 
many other pjtjie and eapeneoced Ipnertls' tl^ opnuon vmsp 
thatto«M»fOh'i»«>«»toff«hfh'e«bftW in the Wi^ Indie 
laandst^Oh effed arid prpb^&y of fiieoeft,aIatgeEtttO^^ 
force ftimddise f<9lt iut(lh Wjfc'ofld led into intudhiefty 

on thair arnvifti n? m ffptjam'ilie iMft^med wptm die ftrft 
military authotiiy, and ho .wof'laop di^wftd to fimHftce it t» 
the opinion even of the hoioutal^B geaerah For the parpofe 
of defence he would alinW that 0)10 garnfbns In the iflawl* 
might be ted gradually and occ^onallyy m liliall bodies; atti 
this in fact, h id been done, the charge itm, therefore, an- 
Iwffcd. '1 he honourable* gentlemM bM anentioned what he 
would have advtled to be done wldi Lord MoiraV army; 
in one pan of his fpeech he hod he would have Ai;it it t»<<(te i 
Wcft<lodi-.<i; at another time, «he would have have ft It ft Qe 
maintain a pofition at Quiburoa. It was uitnacefthl)! to^ftiv^ 
upon the inconftftency <<S oppofite opmions from the fame 
perfun-i he would only fay, that it was titipofitbk could be 
lent to both places j and the fodl was* that the admi^ta) 
commanded the expedition, from hia great and« latiihftde' 
tieal, had failed fooner than, if be had nc^been aoiWtOd 1^ 
that seal, his prudence would have fuggefted} the coih>*. 
fequerce of the anticipation of a few hours was, he was 
expoffd to the dreadful hurricane. This .had, he confofled, 

been an uncommon and expenftve difpft r j but tf it was as 
great a misfortune aa ever bad hapfKined, he had the plea- 
fure to flatc that tpere never dri* a great misfortune fo 
fpeedily repaired ; at the moment he wad then fpeaking, 
fleet was completely aod tnuipped* every thing wag 

pr^red. it had been p^adyipyeriuilee Monday, and k only 
waited for a fair d&md. {dp tWffiM It? would fben fail, and be 
flatterwl hioifelf Aey aiii^ik>i^ (*d«p«ift that it would amve 
at the^ilaae of dmlmatioa eMBugh to be produ&ive oF 
advantageous hud imporc^etedequences. 

General TarJUm again eitpUdned. He faid that all tbU' 
world would be at pea^ but for she interference and obfttnady 
of his Majcftydi mimnsir.^4Ha weald not undertake to ftat^ 
the precite number of tro^fo n which might have been oecef- 
far^ to4Bavcr thadacduHs emigraats at Qtriberoo, nor 

, ' ■ dtd 
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; 4i3,fee thiuk that all Lard Moira’s army was neccffiiry; but he 
coftoeived that the 4000 men, ur^er the cboimand of general 
. whicl^ were ftiil’ At Tlflc Dieu, Voiild have not been 

fufficicnr.’ ' p' 

Mr. Grty .&idy be fcHiud himfelf Called upon comalce fomc 
obfeYvactons upon thcfp^ch Of Yhe right honourable Secre¬ 
tary of State. The right-'l^b^ourable gentleman had ftated, 
that there had been no. ii^baronahle delay in thd-^xpeditioii 
ft> ihe '^^cft-Indies. W^^ver .defence bp thight *^t up for 
himfelf and his colleagues fef]»eStng the ntanagement of the 
expedition^ ^he believed that opinitm in the 

' country with regard totheitjbo3^d|0 orirt|Sa<1bufinefe; ivbtch 
was, that -very improper;' auMid'^ldnnecbnary (kiays bad taken 
place. The , right hofr^rdile gentleman had urged, that 
inueh preparation wias ri^uired'; 'that die troops to be em¬ 
ployed hiid returned friom the continent, and Itrod in need 
ct refreihment andrepof^ s and that arms and atnunition for 
them were to. be prov^fded. All this was moft true; 

Would it be beliered that all the vigour and energy of govern- 
.ment was exerted, air it ought to have been, to render the ar¬ 
mament compjete? Let it be remembered, that fo long fince 
as laft June., 'twelvemonth, an account of the recapture of 
Guadaloupe was received in this country, and that his Ma- 
Jelly’s mipiAers muft then have known the jncceflity of fend- 
' ing out a great armament to the Weft-Indies, if they wifhed 
. .toprefcr'i^ our |»fl'efiions. The admibiftration had aflufned 
credit of dilplaymg a fuperior vigour and energy to all 
...fcrmer adnliniftrationjf in the condu6t of war, and yet they 
liad iiotbeen able to difplay that vigour and energy in the 
' veiy quarter, where, according to iheir own declaration, all 
our hopes depended«i ;'It was laid, that the troops which re¬ 
turned from the Cpntinfcftt required repofe and reficfljnKiit; 
let it be remembered, fAine time, the troops returned 

in the Spring, and therefbr®:t|ey were kept in.jftive tiom the 
Spring to the 40 th of 0 ) 9 dber;». and bad not yet failed On 
^he 10th of the- tight honourable gentleman 

had himfelf admittftd tb^patt was readyand even 
that was not tjbe Ihtps oughr fo^ have 

. been clear off the channj^:%y:life’ "i ofrSeptcml^r;.''. > 

-Hetperfedfty agreed with honour^e gentleman, 

that if,Yhcy'meant to carry on We war with exertion in the 
Weft Ind es, it was to be dbnfc only by^a^cat body, and by 
employing that body at once^ o|^account of^^ihe mortality 
which prevailed in that Incleiptent cJimate./ appeared, 

that a part only was ready to fail by the icth^of GSober. It • 

' ' waa. 
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was not of ^he armament, that o^ghe 

tp have bcQii ready at that.{ji:ridicl. . There muft lie a charge, 
then impufable^ Thi^ right hpiioufabie^ 

gentleman pleaded ^at hU Ma|efi|y*s not ; 

c<mrt«s^We for the;wi?;ds which dt^ii^S.i:he fleet for aeertain 
dmei be;Wjis ready to alU^ itj ^^fwetc, However,.Ip far 
accountable, tliat the difafler, ^Jj^d^h^ended the: ardtavne^, 
was, io%pe;4?gre«T t? be>t;tit^|ed! to tfiemi it was their 
duty to;hs(?e <9Mjpped the'jWranfpp^, Jong before, and not to 
have detained them in the Chanel tUI that feafon^mei.on, 
whcni^orms and. Hpfoi|^,^35 .u^^-re. to be expe£l^. . If j4ie 
right bopourabto rcfojv^d tpperfifl. in his^afler- 

lion, that the injury Was entirely ow¬ 

ing to the di^p'^hfition of Jheavcn, before t^at argument could 
avail him, he txuifl prpve that the fleet was Ippg biefore ready 
to fail. , \ 

The right honourable gentleinati, ,it was to be ren^'ariced, 
had refufed to follow, his honourable,frimd upon the other 
points of his argument., Wht‘thcr that wa^ a juificfcnt app^ 
logy to the public for the calamitous expcditicMV tP the epaft of 
France, he would leave the right honourable gegiileir^n to de¬ 
termine. He would next proceed to fay a forwards on the ' 
proper fubjedl of the day, pnd in dping fd be,.^mld refer to 
the cfliro-ites tbemfelves, and ground his Tcafbpipg upon thle ' 
items thofe eiiimates contained.' If ht iundeltiSbod .a right 
honourable gentleman (the Secretary at "^^ar};n|hily,;jupon a ^ 
former evening, that right honourable g^tleman had sui* 
nounced the reduftion of the army by.morethan a;,ocp 6 \Cx^ 
which produced a faving to the-puiblic of 8oo,oool. tii the 
probable expciices of the elbbliftment for the next year. He 
compared thctftiinates of the enfuing year with thofc of the 
preceding year, and perceived that the laft were calculated at 
6,954,000). (not including tiie l|i!^ia forces faid Mr. Put) and 
thele at 6,T42 >oooI. , In addition this faving of Sop,oo 61 . 
he conceived that tli« eft^ which had been 

reckoned at 7po>QQ(^^ i!%^d bej 3 |&ii 3&4 (He was in¬ 
formed that yqp^ooolv wi^^beM twp years.) Well 

then,^ faid be, there^jl ^ of 350,000^ which 

An honpufaWc gen^pT[^^.^^Mr. $t:rgent) had heobferved, 
imputed thp thin attenditnce of which his honourable Ariend 
had fo jufl]y:coQ)plaincd, to titeir beipg fatisfied with the fidr- 
nefs of the edimates^ Hp adinic that tp be a war¬ 
rantable prefumptioi^^K - coniidered'fo thin an attendance, 

wbcii one of the mofl important Atn.^lions of the Koufe was. 

/ ' • , to 
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" 40 l?e performed, vi». the voting away tht public t^ney, a# 
m iiKi^cation of grofs remiflh(Qfs and want of attention to that 
^ which the Members: of the Houfe w^ bound tQ dif* 

" charge diligently and faithiWlyt 

^ There was one artiricin the eflintiites, WhichMr, Grey faW, 
he would next take notice jpC stnd^i Which p^rtieutarly called 
for the attention of it was fo excv^Hive'as to be 

alarming, and he propoieck ro take^e ^l^re of the 

Houfe upon it. The arfi^^at he ailudedtt^i wi$> the pro- 
vifton for .the ftaff, whicb to 10 *^^642). 8e had 

compared jft with thceftinjates oh years, and fbuhd it 

unparalleled and enormous He laft war of the Eai 1 

of Chatham, in lyfra. An army of I«te times 

was raifrd, and the ftims for the ftaffvtben voted were 58,813I. 
That, howcvei:,‘ was not the chief^pQint of comparifon. 1 nc 
points which he fliould nextrefer to, were the two laft years 
df the American war in irygi and 1782* The American war 
bad always beeti atralgued by the prefent Miniflers, as riw 
moft exvafvagant^W^f in which this country was ever en¬ 
gaged ; and tecotifd fhew Whfet the fbte of the flaiF was in 
the two years of < thiigt war^ which W’ere unqj^ftionaoly 
the mbft exp^ifive. In 1781, the number of men voted for 
guards and garrifons were ^9^666, and the money for theftllf 
42»957h ; In 17S21 number of men vot^ for guards and 
gaTrilons wefe49,45$, And.the money for the flaff 43,840!* 
^ The nii^bcr xif hieb ^ the guards and garrifons 

4 hiS year wercr493i][9, atvd the money, for the ftafF 103,64^!. 
„wbich was a futn mor^ .than double allowance of the ftaff 
in die two laft years bf;Jthat extravagant war. This diifer- 
ience be wifhed to ftate,‘that the Houfe might confider whe¬ 
ther the enormous increase of this article had arifirii fiom any 
want of attention on dic^ he intimated that he 

ihould hereafter examjftc4jjfipprb,|ianicu!arl^ 

Having dwelt for he bn J, he would 

not fit down witl^m two on the charge 

. wrged againft the^ SooeW^ia of nfing ludicrous ex- 

preffions upon he entirely ar- 

.quitted him of hny better than to 

believe he really 

afloui&ed that o^cr gcntte{n^t|f;,^{m1d |hcw- a confideraWe 
-.degree-^ feeling atul jcaloufy at^Wy levity of eacprelTion on 
-our lofles, when they called ttfinbd what a'9uaii$ty of blood 
jM|pd tieafarchad been uTckrsty fqu^pj^ in un- 

■tceflary, unjafl and bopclcis warl '^ 
rMr- 
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• Mr. SitrtHny pi^das aqilaiiKt!) that if the accocint of 
the KC^»*rev^,,Guadalbupe was-received laft Jhily twelve-., 
month, fee, account of fee lofs ,af St. Lada did not arrive 
till iaft Julyi aY^ therefore,' if ;6uadaloape had been fee 

only objeft, a fdr<» wiwld bave bfen ready. 

Mr. /'ffjefaid, that the rqdy ef the Secretary-of S,tate was 
not a fatisfa^ory anfwer to tte' stigtunents of his honourabte 
friend.., fee afleed, if our Govew^ijent had ^fined their views 
to G^adidoupe,' or whether fe^ had not from the beginning 
a defign upon St. Doa^ingo. If that had been an objedt 
throughout fejp whtiileaw^e of fee.war, fee.queftion might 
with propriety be alfced, we bad not made greater and 
more timely exertions io fecure it? ■ He had always been a 
friend to enquiries; andife conftdered it as a lamentable cir- 
cumftaiice, both ftw that Honfc and the country, that it bad 
been the uniform pradace of the prefent minifters to diiTuade 
She reprefentatives of the people from ipftituting thefe tnqui- 
ries. It was too much to make the country believe, feat this 
war had been managed withjjlfuperior '.vifloai; aiid feill to all 
former wars; and yet this was the only war' fecoHed in fee 
hiftory of Great Britain, iit which no ch^ry had taken 
place. ' He would not, he 'aid, accafe adminiftradon dF a 
want of fcelmg, refpefling the fatfe of fee expedition to Qui- 
beron, but he hoped and trufted tbatfeey'wo^d i^c for an 
enquiry to juftify their condud; in fais-opihion feat wquld 
be the beft way to fliew a premr feeling for tbofe unfortu¬ 
nate men who had fallen ,a faerthee to tteir coancils and their 
conducti and he hoped and truftpd it was feeir intention'to 
do fo; and to do it not only in regard to France, but to the 
Weft Indies alfa. He did riot believe himfelf, and his belief 
w'ais-confirmed by public opinion, ^feiat the.lM^ft India arma¬ 
ment had been ready to fail 00 ,1^0 joth of O^ber, and 
he doubted if it wdd hiaVftbeen made ready by fee ift of 
Novfmber. - ' 1 7 .-.V'-, , ' ' . ’ 

The right hoAourfele ^otelMjr='^sl|b®fo,hAd aflerted, that 
their fleet was ready.,to bfevember. This 

tm anaffertioo, pari, be rqieated it, be 

waSiConvitHied fee rigjhl md^iitsSibi^ifoietary could nor make 
good upon an enquiry.*, .^Heid^t'nded of rihe hbu'fe, if they 
were fatisfigd 00 fuch hfi ^t^pbtfnht f oint Wife a bare declara¬ 
tion ; and vifeoilfcrv after IWh&'feO'-couhtry involved in,dila* 
mitiesby.a;iii^itlefs.-#^|^f«rtitn(ite*'.confeil, which years of 
peace wOuld-dsortt >vere not 

bound to enquire who was fecaufeor of thefe e^aapui», and 
what werd the ipeafures. by which fuch jEOoopUcatpl^iferT 
Vot. II. 1795. U : had 
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bad been produced? He hoped and truftcd that the cffefl: 
the debate would be to lead the houfe to enter into a feriou? 
enquiry into the two expeditions. The firft eiqpedition to the 
eqaft. of France, in his opinion, was wilcKanjd chimerical; 
planned without wifJom, and executed! without energy. On 
that expedition, however, he confefled there was room for 
difference of opinion, 'The, fecond expedition had been 
planned and executed in cq|eM«ahpt of the experience to be 
, collctted and learnt from the fefmer j and that men were de¬ 
tained there without any pdiBble feryice,\etr even thefliadov7 
■ of a hope of their being of any Thad^^lure, how¬ 
ever, if gentlemcp thought not be fo dread¬ 

ful if it mould bring us nearer to thfC blcffings of peace. He 
, wfas taught, however, by a noble(Lord Belgrave,) to 
€xpc& that the tinte would foon conte, when thefe troops would 
be recalled, and be was taught to cxpe£l: alfo that we might 
foon have peape. ' Hip hoped it would be fo; but he could noe 
help rcmarkihg bow Jwuch indebted they ,were to the ill fuc- 
cefe of the laft expedition for that hope. If wc had been fuc- 
cefsful, that time would have been rebiote indeed ; becaufc if 
wc had. made any impreflioo on the interior of France, and 
Louis the Eighteenth b^d been proclaimed King, however 
fmall our impreflion, ,and however weak,. ^mparativcly 
Ipeaking, our fupport, all lOur hopes of peace would have been 
remote ir^cd. Wemv& hayeprofecuted the war with end- 
Icfs perfeverancc;, to the ruin, even of the country; becaufeto 
have given up, Vyould have been a breach of faith, and a/pe« 
cies of the bafeft treacherv. 

With regard to other uibjefls, hfr. Fox faid, be agreed 
with bis honourable friend,?* (Mr. Grey,) that the eilimates 
of the Staff for%ic enfuiii^ year,'when compared with the 
eftimates of former of, war, inconteftibly proved the 
prefent to be the moft extravagant war m which this country 
ever was engaged. In the American war, among all the ren- 
Airable features of ,thcj^?nifters then in power, ^.thcrc was no 
•oneby which they marked, and for which 

they were fo much aia' il^ ifocir extravagance ; 

be was, hoyvever^: i:eady io that war as a criterion 

of ecc^|]^y> and by that crifiSrtOMnvi^ or acquit the pre- 
lent Adajmiftration. If tjm proved to be infinitely 

iJiqrc tparavaganr, he that the ptefeiit minifters 

ftood acquitted in the ^ tbek. ^ 

The next fubjeft he mi tonoti|2e;w^ W^cavalry fcncibles; 
and no of coqnhon obfmjsil^r^ deny, that^ in a 
tiiiie .^^rcity likir the prefent, it was peculmrly incumbent. 

’ on 
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on minifters, ifthey Vere rcfolved to keep up fuch a confi- 
dcrabfc force in the interior, to make the proportion of infan¬ 
try greater, and the cavalry lefs. On that ground he objefted 
to receiving the, report, and ohf that aground he objeflcd to the 
cftimates in general. It was, he faid, a Ihameful thing, when '. 
the country was not in dread Otf an invanon, to keep iTp fuch 
an alarming and unprecedented*ardiy in the,kingdom^ He 
even though that'the militia di^ht not to remain any, longer 
ill the fields as the pedeffity Removed, together with the 
apprehenfion of danger* • It had hecn innfiuated, however^ by 
a noble Lord, alarming force was 

not kept up from any app?ebcnfions of i foreign memy, but 
for the prefervation of ctomeftic peace.' He hc^ed and trulled 
this was not the cafe B^aufe every man muft know that 
the prefervation of domellic peace had beenfokly entrufted to 
the tivil power, and the civil power had always been fuHicient. 
According to the infinuation of the noble Lord, then^ they 
were not tb expe£l that this enormous force would be dil- 
banded, even if a peace with France vvas s they/Were 
not to {Lippofe they were to be difembodied on the c (Tation of 
war, but on the ceflation of alarms. ^ 

Mr. Fox then entered into the caufes of the commence^ 
nientand continuance of the* war. Never were,they, he faid, 
fo light and trifling in any. former war ; hevtr did they reft 
upon opinions fo whimfical, fo fanciful,* and fo falfe^ ^ Some of ' 
the men who led the councils ofthis country, had "advanced 
thefe opinions 5 and the whole nation was fufltring for their 
delufions. 'Fhefe delufions had pccafloncd fereams, nay oceans 
of blood, to fpread over the continent of Europe. What was 
the opinion of all other nations with refpedt to this country ? 
He would tell the Houfe; Great Britain appeared in the inoft 
odious and detefled light ; by jts perfift^ice and obflinacy, it 
bad kept alive the flames of war, which,, but for its efforts, 
would have fublide^* *He believed no man would attempt to' 
contradift him, when he afferted, that more than twelve 
months hadclapfod, flnee all ^Europe would have enjoyed the 
bleflings of tranquility, bad ^ it nbtiieen for the machinations 
of Brkifti minifters. ‘The Kii^g of Ertgkddjs good counfel- 
lors had held up the torch of war. Was nbt this true ? Afk 
our merchants; alk all thbife"’whalmd any communication, 
any corrcfpoiidence abroad. - If mirtfflers were coming at fcft ^ 
to a change of we^ cslrik^tly *difpofed to pnerfi-^ 

cation, he ccmgra«ttlat^^|be Houfe and the country. When 
that peace fhouid arrive^ guilt of thpfe be ryiji<^bcred 

who had pmtra&ed it, and fo uft lrf&ly prolonged the ^ 

U 2 guil/* 
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j^iltbfthofe mcrt, at-whofe door all itie dtfgrace, calamity, 
and blood&ed, fuffercd Vithlii the laft twelvemonth, 
entirely lie, 

' Mr^pundas faid, in citpl{mi^tion, that he ba4 not at all 
'. alluded to the force deftined for St. Domingo, 

The Chantelhruf the Exchequer laid, he did not think lie 
fiiould have been induced to frciuble the Houfe that night, had 
. there not have been brouglil^' forward a topic on witich he’ 
thought it neceflary to fay a fevs^ words, becaufe it was a topic 
intimately irifofwpv^ with Ihe honour, iljte ifeturity, thetha* 
rafter of that Houfe, androf th^^ nalW) hofon^ the na¬ 
tion, but of all Europe, and of the wbtld at large. It was fo 
connefted with the caufe of truth ai^of juftice, that it was 
impolSbIe for him to remain ' A doftrine had all at 

once been affumed by th6 right honourable gentleman, who 
bad juft fat down, of a moft lingular nature. He muft, there--! 
fore, rernW.thfe HOii^ of the extent of the right honourabit 
gentlemah^^ propofitibn. Tire right honourable gentleman 
had laid bftAd^, that they had been unjuft in beginning the 
* war 5 that they were detefted by Europe ; and but for the in¬ 
terference of Great Britain, all Europe would long fince 
have enjoyed the*blefllrigs of peace and tranquility. He had 
no right to qucftlon the individiiaropinion ot ithe right hono¬ 
urable gentleman, norhe. ^ He had no right to difpute 
' tbat.ii^ht !hop 5 urab!e gentlem^n^ drawing what donfequence 
he'tlbought proper frbm that opinion for the regulation of his 
private, conduft •, but he muft beg leave to fay, it was 
fometbing like arro^^ance, felf-confequence, and prefumption, 
in any individual, while He was addreffing an aflembly, who 
had as good a right to judge as himfelf, to ftt his opinion in 
oppofition to the repeated decifions of that Houfe, as to the 
motives for entering itHo (the war, and the neceflity for con¬ 
tinuing it. The Houfe Had been fenfible that it was provoked, 
and entered into in cohl^qeiice of the aggreffions of France, 

, and not in purfuance^bf the fpirit of ambition in England ; 
that we were forced into Ibe w>r In defence of every thing 
jthat was^riwand dedr to in cWr Fefigion and government; 
that it- was not a Waf'^b^feuit ih ihjuftice on our part, but one 
in v/bibh vre were to engage for,the fecurity of the fundamen¬ 
tal principles of all govcfntriUrttS: and particularly in fup- 
poft of that mixed gov^rt^ent vi^hith we had fo happily en-* 
Joyed in Great Britain. |t Waa faid^ for the ho- 

’ nourablc gentleman to expi^ft ffdiri the Houfe, that cither the 
br the yehcmo^ce Of hisVpedl^ ihouM induce them 
to their bwn decfiibns ; to makcfthcift diElckre, that 

they 
a ^ 
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tb^y had unjuftjy entered into this war, when, m fact;, it was 
A desfenfiire war; and not merely a defenfive war, but a ftrug-' 
gle fiv our political exigence. That Houle had determined 
that the war was juft, was neceiTiry, was. unavoidable, on 
our part; a war which had been, /u point of fad^, argued rn 
riiat Houfe, and proved to its convidion, to be in its (pint 
dcf.nfive: not only becaufe fome of our Intel efts were at* 
tacked •, but defenfive et'en up Ut the extent of ftruggling for 
our law, our religion, our hikrty, and our conftitutionr He 
believed, in fpiteof tlie various calamities of the war, whuli 
he would not diifeniHct in fpite pf the exerdons of the enc- 
roy, greater than ever had been heard of in l^urope, and oc- 
cafioncd b> efforts wHich weie gigantic ftiides towards then 
own deftruition; in fpiiKt (ho would affume it for argument 
fikc) of the imperfedfion of the councils of the Bntifh miiii- 
.fters , not only the page of impartial hiftory would record^ 
4 ittt It was the prefent convidion of mankind, that the exer¬ 
tions of this finc^le ifland, pufhed to its extent by the noble 
ardor and fpirit of the country; by ilie extraordipary refburces 
It pofTefled ; by its exertions, which weie in proporti sn to the 
inconteftiblc juftiee of itscaufej Europe, aliEfhropc, would 
be reicuedfrom the greateftdanger to which it had ever fieen 
cxpoled. by tibe exertions of this ifland, fmall m fixe, fmall 
in population, but great in the; poftefhon of an excellent and 
free conftitution, which had raifed commerce to fuch a height 
as to mi^o it the envy and admiration of manlcind t fhis little 
iQand it was that cemented and prelerved that coalitiOii, by 
whofe exert ons thtt unnatujal fylltm of equality had crum¬ 
bled into dull i and now, wdien we could difcovcr a hope 
(that, from a change oi government, it might be poffiblc to 
treat for peace, wc find on the road t|)c obftruClion of proud 
pretenfions. Were they to be told that we might terminate 
the war with honour^ and that we obftinatel}^ adhere to old 
opinions ^ What have tbofe gained who have made a (epaiate 
peace? Have they gamed honour or hpnouiable fecuiity ? 
How were thofe ftates of Germany fituated that had ifolen 
away from the confederacy ? A ItVly before the fhouts of 
vidfory had given triumph to the Aoflnan armies, did not the 
Ereiich general declare, that not one of the ftates under any 
line of demarcation fhopld be exempt from contribution i 
Here was honourable fheutity ' How did he qualify and ex- 
.cuf« this a£i of faitldefy tyranny i ‘t'ruiy, they were to be re^* 
imburfed fiom the other u^s which the Fiench might after¬ 
wards conquer. Was tt then to be imputed as an obftinate 
Adherence to hdfe opinions, thxt the Engliih did not Accept 
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4)f a feparate peace on any terms ? Should they confent to the 
that declared, that up the Rhjiic fliould oe incorporated 
with the French Republic? Ought this country peaceably to 
permit tlic French, our eternal, inveterate, and hereditaiy 
i^nemic^, to poflels an extent of territory inconfiftcnt with 
our fafety, and the fecurlty of Europe ? Our lyftem, it was 
true, haa been a coftly iyltenu I'here was no man who more 
regretted the gieat expences of the war than he j but we 
ought to weigh well the importance of the objeS which we 
had la view; our owri fccurity and exiftence were at (take. 
We had deftroyed the Jacobin fa»Slion, ^ndpiefrrveJ the ni- 
dependcMice of all Europe; We had extended the divcrfiikd 
profperity of Great Britain ; fupported it by ulii uices ; /erved 
the intcieflsof commerce, and defeated the deligiis of a per- 
jidioii<;, encroaching, and dangeious neighboui- What fmg- 
land had alicady favea was as much beyond the object of any 
other war, as the expence of t) is was beyond that of foi mci» 
contefls, and he was willing to try this point on its own me. 
rits, before the qucftioii of expence be even touched upon, 
gentlemen ought to look at the importance of what we had 
already gained, and then the cx^ence, on a tair comparifon, 
would be regarded as nothing. 

Having aj^ogtxcd for thu& entering into the general fub- 
jefl of the war, with a greater degree ot warmth tlian per¬ 
haps was proper, by declaring that the chaige made by the 
right honourable gentleman had not only led him to the dif- 
cuffion of it, but rendered what he had faid unavoidable j ho 
owned he had never been moie ^fle£ted tlun at the moment 
when we were about to expetknee that effed which we had 
fo dearly earned by our valour and our cxtitioiic, to hear one 
ailertion, which, if not refuted, would lead lo a dalfauliy fui- 
render ol all our glory. 

He proceeded next to the objedions urged by fcvcral gen¬ 
tlemen againll adminlftratipn on account of delay, redirecting 
the fending Juccours to tjtit Weft Indies. Until Auguft, 1794, 
they had not, he faid, received accounts ol the lois of Sc« 
l^ucia ; and fince th4|t time large reinforcements had been fent 
out for the defence of the iftands. Neither was it until] the 
latter end of that year that government found the neceflity of 
a great armament; and, although he by no means allowed that 
it could be got ready fooncr, if it had been determined on ear¬ 
lier, he would maintain that no delay hod taken place fuv-i?, 
but what was unav oidablc. 

With refpedt to the expedition to die coaft of France, gen¬ 
tlemen called aloud for enquiry,^ and cftabliibed a nioft com¬ 
pendious 
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{lendious concl^fion ; that if they afk^ for enquiiy, and mi¬ 
nisters did not think proper to grant it,' it followed, that a de¬ 
nial of enquiiy was a eonfeffiOn of ^jtiiilt; this was a/dUacious 
conclufioni and .not more f^dpua than It wasf'ftale and 
hacknied. He was ready to ar^giwith the bonouiatde gen¬ 
tleman on the propriety an enquiry, on a view of, iBl' the 
circumftances relating to the expedition to Quiberbribe was 
ready to argue upon me pblicy df;^e ineafure, from the inforl 
matioh which government'had iWciVe^ of the,probability of 
co-operation in Lai^Vendee, from the probability, that the -■* 
jundion with La VeitdeA would rdufe and a Waken a fpirit of 
loyalty in other parts wliioh-tllcn laid dormant, and produce im¬ 
portant afliftance ; fromffte effc<!!l thdtfach po-operation and 
roufed fpirit of loyalty, infpuld have upon the forcAs on the 
exterior; in fiiort, from all cooiidet^itiohs and probable con- 
foquywxs, he was prepared to defend the‘policy of the expedi- 
tton ; and not only its general pcdicy, but its expediency in the 
feveral parts; the exirediency of appointing Monfieur du Pui- 
layc 5 of having no more than the number font; and to contend, 
that the mcafure was wife, feafonable, and pra^igable. accord¬ 
ing to the intelligence in the pofleflion of minimus. In this or 
that compi ehenfivevicw ofit alone wasic that the matter epuM 
be fairly judgpd; and in that view he would bereaify toargiie 
when a future opportunity Ihciuld pfb^tltfelf. 

In anfwer to Mr, Grejr^s obferyatiohs, the Chancellbr of- 
the Exchc^er al&gned as the reafon' why die efliinates of 
this year vrere calculated on the fame fcalc aslaft year, al¬ 
though the laft year’s eftimate exceeded the expence, 
that laft year there Was a' conllderable number of non- 
effc(ftives, and therefore a laving of pay} whereas in the 
prefent year no fuch deficiency would be found In the reduced 
eftablilhmvnt. 'Wkh re^ift to his-Obje^ion reladve to die 
increafed expcnccs of die Staff, he declared he did riot f ilh to 
fupport any tinncr^effery expences } .he tp^k, it for gfantcdjthat ', 
it was re.ifQnable and juftifiable from that bnarter in which it 
was determined, though be.-Would, not ntidertake to fay how - 
far the.increafcd 0ugfet;t6 e^XtendhWe thofe of ,1781 j yet be ' 
would juft mentionfomeyeneml reafefls whey they ought to be. 
an increafe. - '.^Ithough.fhe .guards and gamfons.were preftR'' 
nearly alike diet yekr; and,-ftWprefent, yet there were material 
additions in other ways.f'{betq was an increafe iu the nijilma, 
in th^wholefcncibiddc^'end the yeomanry cprns i'thqfe ' 
required a greater (hpewntenfcnce than old. regiments; and 
although ^ did not wi&'tfeB Staff fhou)d,. be anneceflarily 
enlarged^ it Was certainly- economical to have the advdmage ! 
of fuperior difeiplinc. 

‘ Should 

- .'-rf* 
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Should any enquiry be moved for upon the fubjeii: adverjtec) 
tOy hefaid) he fhould not think himfelf bound to confeht to 
it, unlefe a fair ground he laid down from whence a reafona- 
ble charge that minifters,' hid afted contrary to theik* duty, 
could be made, in which cafe a variety of circum'ftances 
which bad not yet been even mentioned, mould be taken into 
confideration* 

Jfr, F:x rofc to exphrii^r vinth refpeS: to a few points* 
When he talked t)f the expence of the war, he did not mean 
the general e^nce, but the exfjcnqe of. ]paiticular branches 
of the fervico.' Whatever was ♦the importance of the 
conteft, it was not, furely, necefiary that any particular fer- 
vice fliould ftand ata fum beyond vWktit was ufually charged* 
When he faid that this country had, for years, prevented 
Europe from enjoying the blelSng$ of peace, he had delivered 
only his own individual opinion on that point, alludingito the 
influence which her opinions bad upon the events tliat hW 
taken plxeon the Continent, With regard to his declaration 
that England had prevented a gcneralpeace for the laft twelve 
inonihf, that was a propofition which he thought he could 
prove and cllablifli as completely as any political proposition 
could reafonabiy be proved and" eftabliihcd. Wheii he re- 
comrrieoded to give peace to Europe, he did not mean that 
this country <hoidtl fornt afeparate treaty, he only meant that 
flic iliculd remove thrfl' ol>flRcles which {he' 4 ad hitherto 
oppofedto tiie.cohclufiori t)f^a general peace, , 

A!r^ JVUliiim Smith faid, when, the right honourable gen¬ 
tleman had argued that wq ought not to leave France in pof- 
ieiSon of certain territori^,,wiAput a proper compenfatjon, 
he wasat alolfs to c^nejeive wJhat coropenfation he could have 
in his' contemplaticjft^' The ri^^t honourable gentleman 
boafteJ that it, was.^a thing for this ifland, by our intcr- 
ftrenqp.Ar»th“ conteft^ to have favfed Edrope; it was, never- 
, theUr«, an honour trii^bt cpfcus too dear. The right 
horfouraMe gcntler^^/nniil either (ie left tirhicl with refpedt to 
alarms, or more with ix'fpte^to finance, if he did not 
fee, in ,ihe deranged ft?ite to w,h|cfa bur finances, might be 
brought jbv the war^ mpXjp danger of a revolution, than from 
allthtsf.fcditious pamphlets thalJbad been brought forward* 
When he ntent’oned the firmp^ and perfei^Cr^Cc which 
parliament had QieWn in thc.prgrecut^pn of the conteft, and 
which difeovered their fenie of itfej: .5 the caufV, he 

onght to have r.-col!e£led, they,Sj?efe.j(0^]y the fame expref- 
fiotis which had been ufed hi by the liobie Lord 

who conduced his Mi^efly’s councils during the American 

war, 

Gemrai 
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GtH$raL Smith In t thviri: fpeech reprehended the magnitude 
of tl«e ttcotMmte« which had been brought forward, and thd 
ex|»av;^aiiO(ii of particular items, aod declared his inteatioO 
of exemdtig th« utmoft vtgjihihce with rclGOi^ to the egphadi* 
tureof public money. He had j|at»d laftyear what hadtbac 
day been repeated, that Qreat Britakt had become odioua to 
all the POwe’S on the Continent, from beiiu confidetedai 
the oolv ohftacle to peace. He had hitherto munhed tatkdni; 
of iheFieiiohIhevtilutuini he dbodghc it, however, npccliEu’^ 
to deelait thti he believed theproic^ eeufe of that Invo¬ 
lution CO have been a prhfule turn Uvdh expendituit of public 
mon^ t and in that lighcdhhughc to be hdd outas a warning 
tomintjlers. •> * 

The queftion heWi^ coibcd for, ftrangers were d^red to 
withdraw, aod were nor agidiC' admitted* The motion for the 
re-opmmitinent was negatmod.’ > 

Thji^oule proceeded on the report. After a foort om- 
vcifoCSon, tbcrelblutions Were read a lecond time, and agreed 
to.—Adjourned. 

. .... a. 

^ HOUSE OF CO.UIdON^. \ 

^ Thursday, /hrrrmdwi. 

A^, AUermeth Anderfm brought up MM btlU % explaining 
and etdarging ^ Cbarwra graoMhliadie Jtthof Gfoige I. to 
to the Royal i^ehdn|» aod luondah Infprance Oftkes, wmeh 
were «ead a tirftiand lecond time. 

PETITIOKS FOR AND AOAIVCT THE TRBAIOH ANO 
SEDITIOUS MEkTIHO BIELS. 

Tbt Majfitr oj the Halit mentioaed fome circamffhnees 
relative to the procdeduigt at Bath, it hiving been Rated, on 
piefcnting a petition from that plaCe, in t^^fition to tbofe 
bills, that the petition prefentcd from <hc ieme place, in fiiWinW * 
ot them, had iieei) iftttaineS In a fttrrepntious manner. For 
the purpofe of refuting the Charge, he Rated ,|liat the meeting 
had been opei^y held, tb^ Ithc petition vac fair, and the 
fignattuts WRTO oKtafpEd^twhhout folietfk^ from the iflba-> 
bitanta and 'fj^ytfitora avboth the roomc.' It was to be re¬ 
gretted that the'iiuiei^ of the Houtb did not provide fome regu- 
iatuiQS for afcprt'dning tHe and influence that fhotdd 

be giv^to cminions; an no petition foould be te- 

ceived, Ip which the ^grajwwholigftcdit did not affix ati 

Vflii. U, <7^, H aC account 
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account of their occupations and places of ahodC) he 

faidy go a confiderable wav iil effcuitig that ufeliil dbja^ 

Mr. Pranas delired to Know tonrhich of the pettttODli that 
had been ptefented front Bath)' die Mafter ttf Che Rtdlt meant 
toapply^iis obfeivatlons, * 

The Sd^er of the rcplicdy^that he meant merdly to 
ftati^ diat the petition vdikh he had prefented had not been 
fuitepfitiotHly obtained. ' 

Mr. WdwuA prefetRed a ptfiHon fi;om the Oorpohtion of 
Coventrywillfeymir of the bil|s'. " & 

' Mr. Gearte Earthy brcfentedji petition from Btidport 
againathebilK f^ ’ 

Sir CMj# Thmas pi'efcnted*'# pet^on from Arundel in 
favour of the bilfe. 'f* 

Mr. Maimaarttg ^tMd(todii*'^ition from the minifters 
churchwarden, fioeftAtfh, *oV 4 l|^rs W pavements, overfeer, 
of buildings, ahd dthers of tjheparifh of Clerkenwd^i; in fa> 
vour of the hSls now pAidfng in ParlKiinent. ** 

Mf.’^Sheridim obferved, the churchwatd|hl flnd iidirman, 
who fubfbritUKl the petittod jifft pteiented, wtfc lo the Angu¬ 
lar nfnpmr;^ them was dniy OnO churchwarden out of four, 
one fidcmati out of fiMA*, and two overften out of Jbe, who 
efpouf^ it. Nbfhiillb he^fatd, could he nftRe fair and open 
than the pefithm whi^'^'he hid the honol# to prefent the 
othef day againft fhe'vdnVMtihn Bilk from the inhabitants 
of^eilccnwell parilh; i ddf^ion fvas 34 hotife- 

keepeni^ to i public odht'A^i 8«hand>b I^OTwhich 4000 
copies were ^firrouted, ^ds Awed by 26 houfdkweperS} fix 
refpe^bld houfes were opened for the reception offignatuTes, 
and in 12 hhors ttoo^ hhdies were fubfenbed. Whereas on 
the ccAtrary^ nothing xl^ld he more clandefHnc than the 
manner to Othictejlm pritfent peddon had been obtained; it 
was privately pftpa sed, and carried from door to door, 
** where the poorer iii{|iiwants were terrified into a fubfenp- 
^ <fiMi by the appcairtbcb of the CbBtflors of rates and taxc^, 
anil the public houres ^ the aQpema>sce of a magifirate, who 
at the nextiquarte# femOnS rrig^t otiierwile refufii a licaHCe. 

dut mean dme ^ was a nelBf^oAs feSit fimt a week bad 
pein employed, On *thls occasion, io colled ami coerce fig. 
natures. ' ' 

Mr. Mamiharing fatd, hc'hM rewon to depend on the ac. 
count given bfhi, is he td^ifc'trofri a iiumoer of reippA'able 
perfoiis, and barticila^ htfbificr of fire pumi who 

was a man Of the gfeated '' ^ ' 

. 14 V ^ A petition 
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A petitiooin favp(^ uf the BQ^ from Staines was preieiitcd f 
by Mr. ^ petition from Arurtrlol to the fame 

e^Tt^ w!*l pitfented by Howatd. 

1^. Ck^pipty preletitefl at petition the inhabiwtsof 
the borough a Sudbury* in tistt/buMp^of Suffolk* agylhfttbe 
SHU. ^ ( 

Mr. Mippe/ky fail)* that oonnefted as be flood by a double 
tie with tw borough* being the llecorder as weU.is one (]f its 
reprefedtqtiv^^ he fdt it h;s ihity «» ibahe fvime obferyations 
on tbough.not tb oppose iy'flg fw the table. 

'I'he apapund tadiefigoed by 500 perfons* ftyling 

thetafeiycbTnhawilaiita ofiBie towia. * Many of the fui^ribers 
be knew to be of the 11)00: tcfjiedtable of Ae dafs of Difleoters^ 
gentlemen of whofe motWbs not a qucfiim could 0e raifeii^ 
as he believed they aded.0^.,fhftp«red principles, however 
he^might differ fiom thetn)ia{nielf,,ynd tjw no delcription of 
tnh^nots in the boroug|h«,Jb|ivea in Houfe were more 

atumfly attached to his Majsfty's g*>vernmenc and the con- 
iliiution of the^ouotry, But the great majority of <be Hgiia- 
turcs had been obtained, s)S he uus inftrudtrd* oy the prtnci* 
pie of the Bill bdng erfoneoufly fitted to them* antLconafied 
of the joweft cl:^ oCinhhbitants. That every one Knew the 
town of $udbiM^ to contain npiqy^thoitlands of inhabitants s 
the iietition* tk^cfon, could<ihb (Ihtfso be faid to convey the 
colleded fenfe of the borougWi^ ^petition fighed by 4000 
inbabitantstjO^tbe cify of Bnra||| SHhw popuIaticH) is feaficeiy 
lefs than t^^oo* carry odlh it the feeddaof thaf'^eot 
coma)erci 4 town* as had bi»n aticmiited a lew.days to be 
infmuated in this Houle, < > ,#• 

Mr. Crtfpigny mdM, dkat not prefent the petitbn 
as the petition of the majority qf tM jnjhabitsats* but merely 
of thoie who figned it. * lie repit)&^ the idea of draw^K 
a diftindion between 0i|p rich and fhe, hqpr* aqd (obferved* 
that the lionourab^^sOtber, ibo<^^r<&&ng not M p^po&t 
the peutiou, hadihroil«t{iti|^ry ob&cw ifl j»e way t^it yjjlbat 
the^ mayor hsd refufeds W call a meetmg* end titaf Overy 
Ipetdes of^)duRjbfldhU|<;i^Jraa cn^cdd ttT?biirud it. 

^ 'h Wf if an 

oplfiicMi wilhed'srArdfil m mvhimis dif^ 

• - ^ tb« poorer dafsWinbabi- 

g|i|Mdy to aflcrt tine jtights whi<^ ihd 
comity, diw he 

^ batnifuMy ofjuw 

dd>Ve taqik IMiohble ol^cjr dif* 
MgravaiBd by thq l^rttuMte 
X a ' cootinu« 


■ViaaseenweB wni^ 

tindlion neofipt tnf't 
, tants. waa 1 

«mbo\>fSt|||)ury, ) 
.stirilthaawiHfMft ft 
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continuance of the war, which bore hard on thar manufac¬ 
tures 5 hut the v«ry preOure ofthtir diftreffes and poverty 
expofed them more to theOitfreprefentation or mirapprenenfion 
of the oppofers of tife Bdls; that tU moft perverted and 
lii'grounded comments had ^fte ver> tar in the prtfent caie. 
The petition had been hiwed aboui the town, among the 
injrket^pcople, and even the iGgnaturts ot hoys of 12 and 14 
years of age procured. Hippefley f?id, he could rot 
avoid advertiDg (o the humourous anecdote that had appeared 
in one of tin NWpaper*', of a poor Aan being urged to fign 
a petition of this fort, “ ^aufe iC ttiiatt 1 » lrf»^ iod miui- 
^rr».”—“ That 1 will, with all ifty^heart," was the repl), 
jf for our Par/en is the vtwfi I ew hnfd.” Mr. HippcAcy 
, then fald, that he tnsfted the Mdftcr of the Rolls or (ome 
' perfon of more weight end 'Mfln’et^ce than himfelf, would 
Mow up the idea he itad^) jdffiitfottfly thrown out that diy, 
fo that it might bdrome a Mer of the Hc^. that 

the place of abode mighChe addwO td the fignacure. Ind^d, 
(aid MK Hippefley, this regidaiioft might be carried Adi 
further, with blutary efltft, by ekiending it t 4 the profeAion 
or occu]MSotl, and even age, which might check thofe fcaii- 
dalous ^iradbces Ah>ch hadthitfaoed fo many of the petitions 
then Ivihg on the table, ’ K* 

He’^hoped dm leWiied HilIMflkltm would not difanpoint thofe 
expcOation* die linliArlMd l^ght to form from his declara- 
tKdftt ftoatd he mgkA it up, he wMtd take the 

liber^'^ retiyilSW him in hlii place, th«*t1Hloure would 

thettwvs^ hieWis 'of wfactlirr their petitioners 

were icbool-boy«, or puff^ forming a juA opinion 

of their ipeatitres. owdi* m ‘’ 

Mr. that C^^teridt the Houfe, he happened to 

'hear the concllmiitf tAiVCfMr. Hi|ipefley's fpeech, exhorting 
fomeOtlwrhfcitoiMaW&^^tlemanlditmvt, that no petitions 
^^bcreCt^ed but thofe sMhtch deicribed the occup tionsand 
i*'p|lce^cf refidence' hf ’thnife who fianed them. If any thing 
eimitifiirprire hiot^ the prefeilijiafy tbs would have iurpnlcd 
Mm very much. WdUld it be Jfc aflfed, to pm IhiCkJes 

Atfllaflie fliould iky Iwpiseleot 
CD Ihflb^ tmt UMl whewnrer a BiH ^Id be introduc¬ 
ed fiS*^ that pQrpo(e, Wtf ibcidl^ fit d him a fteady oppofer 
of if. What was the objcAitflucIi a meaditef merely to 
deter the aggrieved fram‘i|pntW, /ftd to mark (fat tho^lto 
were ptt^r id)je#s of govettuMendf He 

could nati he fait(, 4 r eveit^ll iMl|(«afs, wilbout Qtewing 
hi* abhonence «f a lyBcmlAddi feCnfad aMidM^ intended 

t« 
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to tbe Hg^ts of thiB people. He would ever op- 

pofe thM rpirit wli^h prevailed of drawing a diftinSion <b^ 
cweert otie pai’t of dis (n^mry and another. He ewdd not 
condude* hoiwevery withoiut remarltiogh that this wgi^ an ad¬ 
ditional I roof of ^e niioifteff injj^ntion to deft^ ithe Bill 
of Rights, and the right of pctiiiooTog together. , 

Mr. khppe/lty rofe, with w^nith, and )f*id, be ntaft tref- 
pafit one n}o«ienty<m ej^nation) that hi» wordomlgbc 

iwt hOi tbglt twilled and dtilc^d facKp t)ieir only natural 
meaatiolv noanan refpoBed thefaered rigjbtwf petitioning 


trehch QQ the liDertyi af the fubjed* was pad his hmn- 
tda eonhprehenfioa. ||l^^ip^e0ay thm proceeding beyond 
the point ot explMatiti%>*WiMl,C4^ fto.iprder by the Speaker. 

Dveand clwriwib mK ^ ^itiM he on the table. 

^ Mr. rtlham pta d fe a Wd a Aom the freeman atid in¬ 

habitants «£ Xiewcd, m Su$uci, praying pafCament to adopt 
luch tmuiarda as to gi^liiaem meot. \ 

Ltrd WtVtm R^getiffPStMeA a padtjon, BgMd bj> 6000 
fteeholden and jahabitanw of«he somjSl of the 

Bill*. e' •*# r 


were lonwi^nniuiatiog i|i|mhitii,'aniiRe ataK^te pt mat 
Htwfe, wdiieb ^«6‘ | 

at ha biitohkit, hotwraer*" IMadl# with 4>e tygntimia 

pahtkMf h« would onlv^nMddtbtbeor with a #iiy few obier- 
vatloits. He then rwtthCbfKslfl|M^ he the tnajjori^ 

in point of numbers ul the pr^Kbytitltion, it wgsfar from con- 
veyit^ die gtnhihe f«i<iaMlhm people ed $drry, wbit^ 
w«te» indeedi cooeiaMfd bn the hehwe 

the Houlh, fignad mod refpeiSiMPlB cf the 

county. In obudnwg; fitnatureai^ ;bil pft^ 
judgment of thofe ftwisit$u»i|K«it,eapBbl« of fotiping $m np* 
00 the Bilbkbad n veiypMl (!onfult« 4 ^<t>^^i'<eiTflf;m£Bw- 
BitohMsae wer«j»i|Q»il|efi»«e tbcir /tkw., ,Thcre appeared 
to it the nhdta m 
fbhftaipiia gieiqde, 
edneatioftwr biAits 


P.fcaiiiiM 




wete noiffrom tbeir 
bat they were aboet. 
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Wfd. to more, that it was meant Co redaoe the hi^ price of 
proviHons. Butts of beer were alfo emplo} cd to gain over 
the foliages of the people^ and the pptfbet of the lu|Hior ge» 
neral^y fbncd to ftrengthen the tt'eahntA of the ai^'ocnent 
jsled to petfitside an mbabitaht CO fign; without any further 
cxpianativn, tbeftfdir, 't^ funt of beer ano iht ndn>e itgr 
ijuently wtnt down togedter. Manv like- the man io^btt* 
inoroufly alluded to, by an hogoutable gentUntao, yrlu} bad 
thought the miiufter ^ant ithd p4l^(H)tr71>'^Jt. wa 

cal'ed to prdhKt nthoret^tonUfe proceeded witb>4ujf^umcm, 
and faid, diat at«1|fae meeting at die o;{oA r^ipis^le 

perfons, and thoTeof meft property, dtdmot anthld, the 
odemblage was, in a great meafunSydfintafiiofed of inolh tn in* 
fenor fituatlon^, or orho had no b^imiefs to b< there at all. 
The ihntiroents thefepiNRplo itrtp jieery much m ffavour of 
ttt principles of gpntlem^ 

to thetr fiiffragcs, hia dw* impluit i^vd, 

as, for fubftantial neafons, ^be fiuitimetfti 

tf freeholders of land to tln^ of fw>ddm«^pmiwi. 

Mr. Fsx td^ved, that thfilK^ioulqlkle gentlii|i|b(,b4d given 
luds a aa M expected of tbh ftfmifs with which the 

petitions of lAr people wi^io henOefotw^rd to be treated in 
the Houfo«f Coqunpitiijl >t had hcejp ftated by au 

koRourdsIe the ccunter-petitton, 

fSb|(dmF>CderickTv)atii n^wjty was nodungi and the 
iumq^k bawnet «pUrgMl IgitHf tbe refoe^bd^y of the 
aCfoel fi^utdl|!«(»:h!Fd to ]bj|k I Now hji^as gi 


, _ i given 

x<Ww|j'ipoie v4luabJ(l|ithj»jh* 
—ilOqis, It was aHonunit^ 
l^ep done with 6000 peo- 
llad figned fbat petition, and 
' by perfons v,ho had 


to imdakftadlihpKat fignatpi 
ftivn war ddt^nitions df ~ 
to him honrihi^ninoh o 
^ which m tisb ni 

^iinw fo> S^'a» Wfiaf by perfons v,ho had 

impt€ipeftfi tf hd Slim Clue thavfj^jsurh could be done 
vif Aht ^tdanoer, ’h<*f perfons who bad io mush 

•1W«|*prt)^ not Wily fPliH of government, to ex- 

•IMjnd «s dicy {deafo^ yppropriatearlMpe part of it to A> nta- 
/puriistan objedh Ttingentlemene^ws/de lud been accufod 

’|l*|Mh«Ppeh«d» ‘hat he had 

alfi*3 pi|foiiiedtb<fi%-'' . 

foriwtsitfd, thatadvi 
Aating, that, ^itiens lap 
iiondan Mid .Fftfom I 
Ijgn fhaw,<#pflEMni 

it AafoMetii«fibojhp|js>. 

hgiwfioQd,v4k M ^4 


little }< it was a no- 
d in the^niblic piliiers, 
iV [places fpefognatnre tn. 
‘'her of peopw T/ft.iAjA‘ 
left there, ij^vm 
^ tray to N f eigh. 
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The <Aje^r>n tuitticsh th* tuotitnirable gentleman had made 
to t^e fignatores of inbabuanf^ who were not Aeeholderitiif 
tiut cotmfy of Sati 7 , was anothei vr^ty expredtq|^ his ooo- 
tempc of |)eti(ioi>$ from die grestf body of the pe<ii|^ew Jfor 
hi<> Own ^ct i he did not i3|De<^ to freeholders^ idlOOgb itq 
ceitajniy ihciuld have done lo, if they had not been t^bio 
tadttr of the county) »t appemredt however, that the honotir^ 
able feotlameo did not ei^ndh t>te inhilnteMs freiA*4gi»ng 
ids hacBV)% they, dwe iiMlohcd hy advertifemenl^ 

with od landM andfii#ea proheiM^. The bo> 

neihehle getiikma;n«ilhlidnM(ter, 'yy»«he to vaunt of 

the fnMioTd^s, bctMdif'tiite trceMdsii^ df dhrnounty of Suny 
W never Oiewn myvjn^tcuUy re^4 tosModa hun. He had 
the ftroitgeft and mm A|{>eatM oppnttjMt'ties of taJHhg idteir 
epuriofts at elections, di||| htt to d j ^ayt ifoimd that they h&dH 
diredtiyopporireUMl^i iMplu^l;^ tie laft eleiStton, whem 
tl;>^pintons wesn^jlih e yd f i l fe^ mstteed^than on any farmer 

* eccafiortb Ho- j t h i d l i ^ t ’ilie hMG^eble ge^hnnan twouid him- 
felf allow'H.'Si'ni^hoiigh hd^fiad atepOiptcdr hy vaiinus modes 
and ctr(;vtn(QdMwe% tin Mrtai them over ta turmiteteAt thougii 
he was a nxm ofrtpHlKfefl eftate»)« the M % 

foiarly iong dld^mguCBied for h«£«ht^y<tcaaklM)a hereihtary 
worth, idr vmaeS and h<me||mieirt|C#itiK had doaO''honour to 
human naturei add altiwamwil^^ taleaty^ fitu- 

aiianll,' and % nftme, c.i|}atm nf InfliMiace, yet^Nur ^iiics he 
{ hlii «|l»'a oftate, he had perm^nfiMyod that 

the Itnmihhhle ‘ f wi t iy iwir iitidwld rqireleiqilmlie ehrantyi .} If 
not fhMIf^tif the peopli^flh aflee^ how 

Wedr tiWfenfe ot tbe'pehiyie'ifthm obtained f ,Fox de» 
eftrOd, fie hud IbirtiicieAhtilii^ coattexion with the 

county i he had ftill onh^fhnvwliW vn oi^r lathe houTe y ft 
svwt upon udiat ilw iMWOrahhe gehtieMlii^ had laid omceMlg 
Ae martat offbdbe «> tiiat»petttld9i«f ifn did iMnt htniMr 
hut there mighty Mof^ho <h«ofpb|diW}yhe 

fuppoied thcins wethf Iwi twwlflwd, (f, Trom 
href) we hove of lath VhMt <Made hH heOnoO and itftnitaire; 
hxint the invftatioo'nf Ihe^ of pjWat)«ie«%ohi the progterseif 
ederatton, aiidtha|tM(H^i^^oi^^ t^viMts 

were tP be ihye£tdd,l^l|| ihc$l»nl%l»flriMf order thidiat yhy. 
let It at At^ynbic, 

hjoweveith vhnn’stndih k »Mi|MiMMe; for why fluiuldia |a»« 
HoftiiriiMili gunne hit emiiihjlipiHhivuie be Hj* not hid an oph. 

leaarh toigimff. ^ralytMhndlll^ howoutw 

^ndenuin had^tilMisi^^ fiubyet, he te^aaed that 
M mJifk t>tapott wae «hiPhhh^«h|ht‘th» ndeaef the 

^ hauls 
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h^fe, which the fignature of fome of the names of the counter- 
petition in the fame hand-writing was nt^t. 

Mr Chffm role to explain ^ but as he could net confine him- 
IQ the fubjoi^ of explenauoitt the Speaker odJeJ him to 
^ofder. ^ 

‘ ' ff/r /hrdirrni explained, that the rejidences only, and 
npt the names to the counter-petition) were in the fame tod-' 
wntiiig. 

Sberidt» hoped that he Aould not incur the cCnAire of 
the honoutaUe MMlhotiin (Mr. Onflow) for hwq; Qieaking,' 
as he intended 19 l;>e very wort. The hvO'^ntablc gentleman, 
tmwever, had<cbo^ a convenienteppOrtunit}* for hts rebuke; 
ibr it was not made at a time wbeu he dijpipyed any abfence of 
pG^taratioft. He had heard that petitfnns were better for their 
pombets; he had how'eyet uDderflood betore, that a flory 
was better for being ta|t| over by a number of 

perfons. He fuppoieih R nwItonQimi^fe to|}eman had ngpJheen 
called to order, that by turns %!y been emcrtaiiiSd 

all night, by the gentlemen ^ thi^nomer<>de,,wifb the flory of 
the paifon and the mtition ; an3|r all, it d^ared that 
this idle ami &^itious flory was ^beft but almdnd band 
founder ,from a newQiaper compilation. There was one cir- 
cumftatice, however, flw gentlemen upon the other 
fide Teemed Xfi, dwell Ott lUofl tetotoufly; that was, that if 
any peiflmp wifiied tt»,procure flgnaturcs to the petitions^ 
they peHhaded the people that thcpetition was ipr the re¬ 
spond of mini|»S> Wd then ]^pis no longer ai^ fcruple, 
Ibr the peofdat^jtbllcrihed knrn^wy. Mr. Sheridan he laid, 
was glad «o beat it. He w^1|[|} to fee (he returning flnie 
of the nation. With re|^ 
dmian had laid concerning' 


With re|^^ miwJtiK the honpurabe pm- 
lonceming'^perty, he leemcd t j have f mi ar 



fWi, «w-VWiio»u« w vraaivu iit vr« _ 

«d>4Xii^Pds the honouralHe' gSi|itleman ^uld have w;> /i/r/r 
d|d(n. The prefent petition, was certainly three tunes higher, 
10 ^^ firength i;tf iw ^ioioH; thaathbowei, becaufe ircon- 
Uine tiiites th<Cdumber of iigiiayfrec, haring 6boo to 
aooa 4^ honourable {fh^etpan oppoiite, had wifhed for . 
accuf)j(e< defenptions; hem|^p 9 ^^e h^ tAcn the hint from / 
a fymgfKtt who had he flgfled thq petition might have J 
he^ fl^nt out cd the countfpit .whole name he obferved in^' 


petit.mu which Iw beggei^ 4 
.The Chrrk read Aloxkni 
et Fidele Sujatrthi flm (i*dii,ig;teiteric. 
l\lr. St.rfiaty JOMdat pmAoted a petition fiom Kidder- 

miiiflei 


Clwk,» read. t 

.o|^^.|)upont, Frepuduke 
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minder, in fupport of the Convention Bills ; and Mr. Foley 
one from the fame place againd them. 

Mr. Fox prcfentcd a petition againd them from 6oOo of the 
Inhabitants of Halifax, in Yorkfhire. He faid, that with regard 
to the propriety of its being prcfented by one of the members of 
the county, as one of them difa^reed with the petitioners on the 
receffity and principle of the Bills, he was not fure whether 
they meant it fhould have been given to himj and he did 
propofe to offer it to the other, if he had no objc£lion to 
prefent it, 'but he did not fee the honourable gentleman till 
after he had rifen to prefent it. He addi;d, on the authority 
of a letter from one of the mod rcfpcftable inhabitants, Mr, 
John Rhodes, that the meeting for this petition met with 
ibme obdru6tion, inafniuch, as the men who carried the Bills 
about to convene it, were apprehended by the condable, and 
carried before a couple of magidrates, who threatened them 
wkt^ 'i^^nifhment if they did not defid. 

^ Mr. Duncornbe faid, he certainly could have had no ob- 
jeflion to prefjiit the petition to" the houfe, provided the 
language was fair and refpcfi'ful. He thanked the right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman, however, for his deference, bu». was 
fatisfied that it was in good.hands. With regard to the cir- 
cumdances of apprehending the perfons who delivered the 
bills for calling the meeting, and threatening him withpunifli- 
ment if he did not defid. Mr. Duncornbe declared he knew 
nothing about them, 

Mr. obferved, that he had only received it an hour and 
a half before he came into the houfe, or he (hould have fenc 
It to the honourable gentleman, 

Mr. Fox prefented a petition from the county of Suffolk 
againd the Bills. 

Sir John Rous obferved, that againd the petition which he 
had the honour of prefenting from that county, there was 
only one diffenting voice; and he was warranted to fay, that 
the prefent was unfairly obtained, figned by fchoolboys and 
perfons of that defcription. 

Mr, Fox prefented another petition from Rye, in Sullcx, 
to the fame 

V Sir Frederick Z. Rogers prefented a petition from Ply¬ 
mouth and its vicinity, in favouf of the Bills. 

Mr. Fox next prefented a petition againd the Bills from the 
hlH^itants of the county of Cambridge. 

Mx. W* Egerton prefented a petition from 366 inhabitants of 
the Imrough of Newxadle-under-Line, in favour of the Bills, 
He faid, the petition prefented by an honourable gentleman 
II 1795. Y (Mr. 
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(Mr. Sheridan) on a former night from ihat town, had been 
unfairly obtained- Many refpedtable perfons were obliged to 
decline mixing with the mcctinL*^ that voted it, from their tur¬ 
bulent conduit i and many perfons who were not refidents 
figned it. 

Mr. Sheridan faid a few words in defence of the petition 
which he prefented. 

Mr. Dent prefented a petition from the freemen and elefiors 
of Lancafter againd the bills- He expreiled himfelf averfc to 
the prayer of the peMtion. 

7 he Right Hon^ T. Harley prefented,a petition from Alderf- 
gate ward in favour of the bills, figned by upwards of 2CO 
inhabitants, Themames.of their .ibodes were annexed to the 
fignatures. He proceeded to a jullificaiion of Mr. Alderman 
Anderfon, in not calling a requifition for a meeting in com¬ 
pliance with the diffires of certain drfordeily perfons. It was 
further to be confidered, that calling a meeting of 
bitants, was not the bulinefs of the AMerman, but that of 
the Mayor, as fuperior officer. 'Fhe Alderman, he declared, 
was the laft man who oujht to be treated with difrefpecl in 
that ward, as he had fed many who were in want of bread. 

Mr. IV, Smithy who prefentbd the former petition, bore 
teftimony to the charafler of Mr. Alderman Anderfon ; he, 
however, gave it as his own 'dear opinion, that the Alder¬ 
man ought to have complied wdth the requeft of thofe who dc- 
fired him to fign a requifition. He could not find that they 
behaved diforderly, or with violence. I'he worthy Aider- 
man ought not to have waited for the Mayor, The petition, 
Mr- Smith faid, which he had prefented, was figned by 364 
perfons in twenty-four hours, which was nearly double the 
number of fignatures to the prefeiit petition, although more 
thati double the tin*e for obtaining fignatures had been taken. 

Aldei^rtian Le Mefurier faid, that the majority of the ward 
were of a different opinion from thofe who wanted the requi- 
fttion, and this was, he thought, fufficioi^t to juftify the ma- 
giftrate in refiifin:^. Many of thofe who behaved turbulciitly 
and difrefpcflfully to the w'oithy Alderman, had been fed by 
him for five or fix weeks in the woift time of fcarcity. / 

Mr. Socridn'fiy in a very energetic manner, reprobated the / 
idea that, heca^ife the poor in thefc hard times were obliged to J 
ha^ rccourle for fiibfiftcnce to the bounties and fuperfluijj^ 
rich, they were to.give up the free exercile of opjiifiuiii. 

-It was not Eriglifh benevolence, nor was it at all honourable 
to gentlemen, to prefume that, becaufe the poor havo tafted 
Cheir bounty, they arc to be ilaves to their will! \ 
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Mr. Erfklne reprobated, with great warmth, the illibe¬ 
ral reproach of the honourable alderman ; as if the ncceflities 
of the poor, brought on by this calamitous war, fhould be 
made the inftrument of fubjecling them to the arbitrary will 
of the rich. He could not, without the higheft indignation^ 
hear it avowed, that thfjfc were the views with which gen- 
lemcn dilUibuted their bounty, and that their charity mufl: 
be the price of the deareft intereft and privileges of their coun^ 
try men. 

Mr, Alderman Le Mejwhr difclaimcd this interpretation of 
his language \ and fald, that an Alderman could not fafe!y open 
his mouth without beir.g fubjedf to the animidverfions of the 
honourable gentleman oppofite (Mr. Sheridan) who feemed by 
his condiiS, to be the natural and d ^tc^mincd fatirift of ail 
Aldermen, let them fay what they would,. 

Mr. Sher idan was about to explain, but defifted on Its be- 
ing oj^.^jjved, that he was not llricllv in order. 

^ it^lr. Erfiine prefented a petition from Kylfyth, in Scotland, 
againft the bills, which was ordered to lie on the table, 

SEDITIOUS MEETING BILL. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved the order of tne day 
for the thitil rcAding of the Seditious Meeting bill. 

General Smith v»ilhcd to he hiiormed, whether it was in¬ 
tended tli.it evening to proceed in the difcuflion of the Army 
Extraordinaries. 

The Chancfllnr cf the Exchequer replied, th'it it mufl: depend 
on the leniith ol the debate upon the prefent quefl-ion. 

General Smith then faid, he would oppofe the third reading 
of this bill, which, after all its amendments a'lJ alterations, 
was by far the molt fatal, in his opinion, that had ever been 
introduced into that Houfc, IVo years ago the minifter, in 
moving for the firft fufpei.fmn of the Hah 'as Coi'pus A6t, 
admonifhed the tfoufe fo conlidcr whether the danger would 


not be greater, under all the circumft.inccs, in fubmltting to 
the tviK vvith whic 1 they were threatened, than in fiifpending 
for a while this otherwife lalutarv protection of the liberty of 
the funject. At that time, e\ idence wi.s laid before the Houfe 


of the exigence of the danger, upon aituai proc»fs of treafon, 
recorded againlt the focietics then in qu. he hac co¬ 

operated wiih government, art ] a nnajo-ity 'i liiar Houle, and 
^ted in favour of the fiifpenfion of the llaheat Corpus Aft. 
At^JjsKfcnt, however, when the Houfe was called upon to 
adoptV meafure much more violent and no proof 

whatcler was attempted to be given of the exillcncc of the 
Y 2 danger. 
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danger. To adopt the miniftcr’s admonition, he wiihed to 
confidcr whether we had any thing to g.iin in fecuricy, as an 
equivalent for the funcnder wc wmc making; fiich was his 
view of the meafutc, that, he vowed to God ! he fhould 
think an adtiial invafion, if the enemy landed in this country, 
not half fo great an evil as the paifing of this bid, as it ap¬ 
peared in its firft introduction ; the enemy miift fliortly be re¬ 
pelled, but the operations of the bill would be permanently 
deftruCiive. Referring to the debate on the fuipeiifion of the 
Habeas Corpus he was proceeding to controvert fome 

pofition in the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s fpeegh upon 
that occafion, which he rend from a new^fpaper, when 

Mr. Secretary Dimdas fj^.oke to the qucflion of order, ob- 
ferving, that it was contraiy to the rules of that Houfc, that 
the debates or fpeeches flioulJ at all be printed ; and Icaft of 
all could it be allowed that members ihouid refer to fuch re¬ 
ports, w^hen it was not ftuclly in order t> allude to^pCS^es 
delivered in former debates. Should the honourable gentle¬ 
man pcrtinacioufly perfift in purfuingthis mode of debate, he 
hoped the interpofition of the chair would not fail to call him 
to order. 

The Spealer fald, that he had liftened for fome time with 
great pain to the manner in w’hich the honourable general was 
proceeding, and wiihed him tounderftand, that as it was not 
permitted that any accounts of the fpceches or difcuflions of 
that Houfc Ihould be printed, any reference to fuch publica¬ 
tions in debate w^erc totally inadmilTible. 

General Smith refumed. He wiftied the honourable Secre¬ 
tary had uffcd a milder word than pcrtinacioufly. He faid he 
had confidcred the bills through all their ifages, and he was 
far from thinking them boons to the country. There were no 
thanks on the occafion due to minifters ; he forefaw all that 
was likely to refult from them ; difturbance to the happinefs, 
peace, and tranquility of the nation. If people met, they 
were liable to be executed by military law. The Riot ACl 
flated, that the magiftrate fliould be in the fame field, or as 
near as poflible, and that there muft be fome overt aft. Such 
words weie not in the bill. (He was anfwered from the oppo^ 
fite ftde^ that the words was in the hilL) The magiltrate 
might go into an adjoining field to read it, and not more than/ 
nineteen or twenty perfons know any thing of the mati^ 
till furprized by military execution. The Sunday 
talked of, but that was a particular meafure to prevent{,j.^jj|^ 
tkrular evil. /tafted 

Sir y. Mor Jaunt rofe to ftate to the Houfe, agrecabl 
requeft of fcveral refpcftublc perfons of Birmingham, 

tradiftion 
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tradic^ion of what had been ftated by an honourable gentleman, 

i Mr. Sheridan^ on his prefentins a petition from that town. 

t was ftare:l, that no advertifement would be inferred in any 
of the papers for a meeting : this was a wrong ftatement; n» 
application was made to that effeft to any one printer or editor 
of a paper in Birmingham. It was alfo ftateJ, that violence 
was ufed to a perfon who circulated a hand-bill for the meet¬ 
ing ; an affertion equally unfounded. 

S/r George Sbucklurgh confirmed the truth of what was 
ftated by the honourable baronet. 

Mr. ^heridan ackiiowledgcd that he had made fuch a charge 
againft the printers as had been (fated by Sir John Mordaunt. 
Had he known that the fubjeif would have been mentioned 
that day, he would have come prepared ; he certainly had re¬ 
ceived information of the nature alluded to, from a perfon, 
who, he believed, would have no objctSlion to the difclofurc 
of •i'o’Ttame, 

^ fvlr. Hardirge faid, that he would make one preliminary 
comment upon what he had juft heard from the honourable 
General, pa^-tly out of refpcct for him, ‘and partly becaufe 
what he had faid was of material importance to a poin., in the 
difciiffion of the Bill, which candour and fairnefs would re¬ 
concile between them, fo as to make the General his convert 


upon his own principles. 

The honourable General told us, that he co-operated with 
government and a majority in the Houfe of Commons, 
“ upon the bill to fufp^nd the Habeas Corpus ASfy on adtual 
proofs of treafon lecorded agairift the focictics who had 
produced that meafurc.’* 

But he would now alk the General himfelf, or any man of 
honor, if he would put his hand upon his heart and fa}', that, 
in his judgment and confcicnce, any one of their tenets, and 
of the conl'piracies then recorded againft them, did not exift 
at this momeiit in equal if not accumulated force. They 
have thcmfelves aflerted in print, and recently too, that ftill 
their ends arc the fame.*’ 

Yet we are told by the honourable General, that, although 
it was juft and wufe to fiifpend the Habeas Corpus Ad:, it is 
iniquitous and foollfli to pafs this other Bill, for want of fimi- 
lar proofs. But the General muft admit that, in comparifon 
that reftraint upon the liberty of the fubjed, we are now 


At what is ‘‘ light as air.” And that our proofs are the 
adoDt^ is evident, bccaufe the focieties exift, and have not only 
whatc'^l difclaimed, but, in explicit though general terms, 
.Ad their adherence to the original fyltem, which Par- 
has branded with a juft charader of treafon. 
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He then opened his argument in*fupport of the Bill, and 
begun it by afiuring the Houfe, upon bis honour, that he 
offered himfelf to their attention, rather to mark openly what 
he thought and felt upon the fubjeif, without referve and 
fear, than with a hope to imprefs it upon the convidion of 
others. 

After the effect produced on the public mind, by a learned 
friend of his (Jl/fr, Grant) upon a former flagc of the de¬ 
bate (in the moft commanding powers of intellect that ever 
enlightened a political fubjefl) he fnould have been filent if 
he bad not felt an impulfe to the vindication of ins own fenti- 
ments, in language at Icaft as explicit as words could frame, 
at the moft awful crifis that ever the country knew. 

It was the exigency of the times, and a defpair of meeting 
it with effect as the law then ftood, or without fuch a Bill, 
that made our fafety and our freedom, as a people, demand 
imperioufly this meafure. ^ 

That it was a new check upon the right of popular^f-#,. 
cuflions, and even upon the right of petitioning (by its effect 
upon the continuance of the aflembly held for that oflcnfible 
purpofc) he would readily admit; ’not being a fycophant iu 
praife of the meafure, but an honeft, impartial and reafoning 
friend. 


Having gone thus far in conceflions, which it would be 
neither manly nor ingenuous to withhold, he would proudly 
devote himfelf to popular odium, if that muft be the fate of 
bis ardent wifli for the pafTage of this Bill into a law. 

He confidered it as a Bill of Mlegiancc^ framed in the gene¬ 
rous and loyal fpirit of that oath which he and thofc around 
him took upon their admiffion to the reprefrntativc character 
and funflions; an oath which binds them ‘‘ to defend his 
Majefty againft all traiterous confpiracics or attempts,” and 
promifes our difclofure of them to him.” 

Before he touched upon the outrage which had endangered 
the King’s life, he would remind the Houfe, and would in¬ 
form the people, who the King of this country is, or, as per¬ 
haps in Parliament he fliould exprefs it, what he is.—-He is 
no defpot,” as libellers have bafely called him, but the 
King of men who are free, intrufted w'ith duties infcparablc 
from the public intereft,—amenable to controul, diredt or j 
collateral, in all branches of his executive or Icgiflative power^ 
fubjedl even to cenfure thro his minifters, and (which he woiiitf 
never diflembic as long as he had political exiftence himicif) 
ftript of all claim to allegiance if he fliould cancel the bond by 
converting his vyill into the law. 7 
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Upon fuch a king*s pcrfon violence had been committed^ 
which, enda;igcring his life, the law (jealous of a depofit and 
and palladium efiential to liberty as wil* as government) has 
made high trearon,and has puniflied as if his death had been 
direflly the object, and had even be?n accompl Shed. 

This outrage had been treated in io manly a way, and 
with fo ingenuous an argument by an honourable gentleman 
o||er againft him, (Mr. Grey) that he was in hopes no man 
living, v%^ho had even dreamt of our law and paid allegiance to 
our king would ever have difputed it. 

He (Mr. Grey) bad faid, ‘‘that even if that mifereanC 
had adted without concert and without intention, pointed in 
his thoughts at the king’s life, he was yet guilty of “ compaffing 
and imagining the i eatli’*; becaufe he has committed an adl of 
criminal outrage which evidently endangered the life.” 

But if the right honourable gentleman who fits near him rs 
Fox) it is no high treafon”; though he admits, 
almoft Ill the fame breath, by the tenor of his argument that it 
is. He admits, that if a jury fiiould find this fadl alone, their 
finding would be a verdift of guilt, and the guilt woul^ be 
that ol high ticafon. In other words, he admiis that fuch a 
fad is in legal inference that crime j but he diferiminates by 
an expedient which an underftanding fo elevited would have 
diidaincd in others. He puts the cafe, “that a jury having 
pronounced the fad, fhould qualify it themfclvcs in a kind of 
fpecial verdict, and fay, “ But we do not believe that he had 
the intention to kill.” This finding, it feems, would be an 
acquittal; even to repeat this argument amongft lawyer?, 
Icgillators, or even hiftorians at this time of day,'"would give 
it a death’s blow. To every judicial voice in ihe kingdom 
he would make a dired and confident appeal againft a tenet 
fo mifehievoufly and fo ignorantly falfe. 

7 'o reftime the outrage, it was an ad of trerifon, but com¬ 
mitted by whom and when? By a ruffian, who was part of a mul¬ 
titude in (‘pen day, and who aded in concert with at lead many 
others, each of the party reviling and menacing the fovereign. 

At the time of all others moft ungratefully fcledcd, wfien 
L the king as the father of his people was in the ad of preparing 
\ to animate the energies of the popular mind and will in tiieir 
Vproudeft form j tnat of a fhare in the legiflative power. 

At a period very little prior to this, printed h:md-bills had 
been circulated over the metropolis, prompting the very act of 
regicide. 

’ It hM been truly faid,—that no perfonal connedion was 
^ traeji between the authors or publiftiers of thelb hand bills, 
ihofe committed the outrage of auempting the 

“ mcafurc 
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“ irreafure which they recommenrled,”—But was it better for 
ihr public, that,'inltead-of a confpiracy i:i two parts of the fame 
concerted plan, we fliould have two detached corifpiracies, 
and with no pcrfonal intcrcourfe uniting them, the firft recom- 
inending, and the fecond attempting (he fovereign’s death ? Let 
it be two parts of the fame confpiracy ! or two con- 

fpiracies ! united however, as they mull ever be, in coinci¬ 
dence of time and conncdlioii of principles. 

He w’ould next go further back and rcxiir to mifehief tnat 
preceded the hand-bills ; call it here too the fame or a third 
confpiracy, and make your choice between thofe alternatives ! 
what he meant fo to deferibe, had been ftampt upon tlie re¬ 
cords of parliament, called high treafon (here, and called by its 
true name* It was a confpiracy that having acquired new* 
ftrength every day had rooted ilfelf, not in the good fenfe of 
the popular mind, (** God avert that calumny (he fat’d) from 
them and me!”) but in thofe who hate the people a«iHgh as 
the king ; who have adlcd, and continue to with abilit^’, 
zeal, and concert for the attainment of an obje^Sl: which he 
couldJiot better developethan by two words fatally well tinder- 
fiood—words imported from the wretched city of Paris with 
an Englifh verfion, to the difgrace of our national charailer j 
the words Revolutionary Government,^' In thofe words, 
and in the fanguinary comment upon them which had llruck 
horror into the world be gave to enlightened men a pidture, 
which no eloquence of detail, if he could ever have commanded 
it, would make cither more juft in the portraits or more awful 
in the mifehief. But this, aftei: all, is a fanciful theory and 
a vifion.’* An honourable gentleman over againft him, 
whe/e dexterity, as well as other talents, (and moll of all his 
wit) he had ever admired (Mr. Sheridan) blew it into the air 
by two pithy little words ‘‘ prove it /” 

His anfwxr to thofe two words could not be fo very fliort, 
but would, at leaft, be ftiort enough to refute them in almoft as 
few words as any thing, like an argument, was able to feledt. 

he would fay, as a member of parliament, that upon 
the lubjcdl of a remedial and prudential bill, he fliould ever 
proteft againft the formality of proofs in a legal orjuridical fciife f 
of the term, as a mode of determining fe£f, injurious to legifla- / 
tive policy in meafures which like this, if neceflary at all, werty 
iounded upon circumftances too well known to demand pro^ 
and whofe exigency was of a kind that required all pradlic^e 
hnfte. He would next affirm, that in every view of that folema 
phrafe which could affedt a Houfe of Parliament with/a gene¬ 
ral notice of the fafls, they have been proved. Higa treafon 
had been rccouicd againft a number of correrponding 

atei 
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ibcieties^ by an aflof the legiflature. It is not even de« 
nied that fuch have been the hand bills, and our own fenfes 
have told us what clfe, we could not have believed that fijch an 
outrage has^ in ta6t, been committed upon the perfon of the 
king. ^ . 

But in die fame two little words,infinite faUacy, was cover¬ 
ed. It was true (and this was the fugitive cry of the moment) 
that noproo/h^d been, or couldbe^ adduced as the lerCu mwfioei 
[(S\s to punifli the confpirators, or avert the continuance of 
their projedls. {Jpon the defpair of that proof flood the Bill, 
and flood , upon a rock, prove-it *^yes, I ta/V/prove it^ 
(faid Mr. Hardinge) if ypu give to me this Bill. The c'xe- 
“cutive armlDhall be my agjcnt for,the purpofeof that proof. 

It (hall punifli, or prevent, or fliall take upon icfelf the 
“ mifehief.” 

His learned friend, whom he had aJttady cited (Mr. Grant) 
had welWaid, ‘‘what i^youir opinion^f thefe dodrines, and 
‘•of thefe praSlccs ? we have told you ours.^^ To this appeal 
we had received prevaricating anfwers, and the right honoura¬ 
ble gentleman had gravely obferve^ (like Scrub in the comedy). 
\\\3xjhme of them faid one thing andfame dnother. He calkdu^ on 
them to give their fentiments upon the mifehief j to ad^ilt or to 
deny it as a fadl; and if it (liotxld be admitted by themfelves, to 
co-operate in the difcufllon .of the beft remedial policy^ that 
could meet or avert that mifehief. He called upon them in the 
name of the Commons und; people of England,.but Reared 
that he ihould call upon We' ate toldi “ the 

laws are able tocorrefi; evil)’’ If they are^ 

I, (faid Mr. H.) am an enen|j|rj^)|^i^^ and amended as it 

it is (in elTentiai parts)! w^m innovating at leafl: 

inform and in its poffibk^We, u||^i^/%^d,and.e(hbU^^ 
rights* In other words he there he laid 

upon himfelf the burdened .proof) to |§<i^K^llrate the 
arifing from the importani^^<d:all«afli% cbecks 5 pr of any 
but thofe which the bill tmtpofed. What the inadequacy^ of 
law thus imputed was, he would, mark tO the .convidipit of 
thofe who beard bin^ ina very few words.r. 
i Firff^ There is no kgal power to c^j^ no^ceof the 
^^ceting, and an open aUegatioa^iif <>ftenfi purjpofel, 
XTbis defe£l of the iaw enabled ftdkion to convene' itfelf 
j^ruptly, in purfuance of (ecret arratogemenc for that purpofe 
amongltthe confederates. > ^ 

Secondly^ In the next ptjMse/ai che4a%t now ftands, no magH^ 
trate has the legal powl^ of atpefe to the interior of tlbsf 
meeting to the fountain be^ of thd mifehief in the oraefei 
^ fr cWlQn, He may now be. excluded as ah 

Vox#. II. 179*5. 56 ; * gofRp 
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goi&p^ who obtruded hinifclf as a meie fpy of the polrce, upon 
ttic liberty oi popular dilcuflions. 

3 rdly, The mafiv of tlie aftenfible purpofe could baffle, as 
the tiw nowilood, an} general fufpiLion orgiounds of«.larm«^ 
Such a made would no longer be of an) avail. It would be 
torn oft by tiu detoxed perveifion of tht co ourabJc objtdl. 

4thly, There ^ no Jeg^l power to difptrfe the meeting, if 
the Imguage is inilatmnacoryi but without external outtage 
OI tumult. 

It was to miichicfs like thefe, that a remedy was claimed^ 
and if the reneJv ai tpted in tins bill was not conunenfurate 
or ftra}cd an ♦inch tcolar, it was lyrann) , perhaps a worle 
m itfeh. 


He h'td hftenel .iticmivilv to arguments arifing from two 
fpurces, both of them invidious^ and }ct b nb of them as 
manly the v werv? ^uft againft a pending law of reftraint 
upon the libcity of tbei hibjwdl:. He would ftate them fairly, 
and watch the extent of them. ^ 

“ Let a m-*cting be duly convened; the magiftrate with no 
pret^ipce for fuffvcionjintrii'^es himfelf. This very intiufion 
** IS, of itfell, a check upon ficedom of debate. Let the 
meeting be aUtmbled h fidi, and fingly, to difculs the- 
rcfg»-m of Pailuintnt, oi fom-thing of that nature. Let 
the magiftrate, paid by governa cut, (ns in Weftminftci 
**■ he is) txti like a mcicenaiy in the bud fenfe of the term, 
fmd m prder to pourt the beft, (as he may imagine) 

^ let him itit^rc/spt^ by hi^ iffiperiiMl vttj^ a popular ftatement 
of tht Iftifchitrf* Let hW the airtlt of a debating 

ludividual. Let an to that legal injullice be 

made by fame apqiyiiicl hm l the magiftrate then dif- 
perfe dac fiilJ apbwoCe the penalty of death for 

difobeditnce innf^ mandate of difpcrfion , kt him call 


111 the military^aid if fueh a metcing cannot be 
“ otfpeiiicd bvthe civ*I power aUihe. 

Is not thF, he would aik, invadious enough ^ and is not he 
mthospuaing i%y an adveilary againft himfJf^ (r acleaft 
ag^nft the bill? He would, howevci, in general, protefi: 
agamft the calumny to which the magiftrates who m the 
nietrtpo^ts had been Mputedy though he had ftated an inftanc^ 
<if grois atid Icandalous ahufe in theory, and for the purpoft 
of argument. # y 

He would add no ^hiiOgenuous colouring to foften the 
tnjfchief, but >et woijWfoftch k by wh ch is, that 

figamft chat abute there isa remedy at band, in the controul of 
/Other magiftiatcsover thele delinquent juftices qf puce, vn^. 
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the judges of the land, .who have their offices for life, and in- 
the additional coiItroul uf juritrs, who will avenge the infulted 
genius of the people, and convict the offender > whom the 
judges cannot fparc. t \ 

But now in a balance of poluicil'^^ils take the other 
sdternativeand chuie between thend. ‘ , 

"Jacobin eliibs^ difleminatHig through nffiliaiedfocieties openly 
and without fear of check, ev<Ty mad princu'dc that can' 
degrade the head^T^dt pollute the heart ! 

Let the good fenfe of the Icgiflaturc guarding the publick 
intereft, make the option between thefc alternatives ! 

Having gone thus far, he fhould very foon difmifs the 
■licence of politicalJlhooh or le^uresj and the right of 
ing them, which had been called in two other French words 
(put into Eng 11ih) chmuiiiary vljits. 

Of al><ht* inexplicable events in the political feene, perhaps 
ift>ne had ever mure aftonifhed him, than to /ind fucli a want 
cf memory on tlie other fide of the HOw.f" upon tlrs topic. 

It was true that every man’s hoi 4 fe W 3 S his cajllcy but was 
k alfo his tlycat^el And fo as to exclude all interference of 
the executive power? Thefe political theatres and made 
tiic vehicles of fedition. 

Was there ho other defeription of theatres in England ? 
And could the honourable gentleman over againft him (Mr, 
Sheridan) giv6 no account 0# them ? Had he never heard of 
theatres for dramatic 'If be had— -could he never 

have heard of an aSt which the toth^of tlic late 

King? And which difaWcs./a45^ or play' 

even ;n a liccnfed theatre, King’s previous 

approbation through hil'Chambdrlaln, 
and from whom therife is'no appeal 

Is the caufe of that refl!ri6fion ligh^'to ttie analogy of it, as 
bearing upon this part of Bill? ' * 

Seditwn had found its «%y into that ibhool of playful but 
itnpreffive rnoraJityj upon-this ground alone the reftfijEtion 
^ was builti not as here for a limited period,but for ever; not 
V liable to any controul ,over the but the 

offspring of abfQiute, of perfona!, of iirailridual diferetion and 
‘will. 


The Aft paffed the Commons with uncommon hafte, ^nd 
without one divifion. The wbigs and the torie?, the miniflcr 
and the oppofition fiipportinlg tHe'm^cfiifeire. 

Upon the feveral days which the legal ftages of the SjH 
bid occt^ied^ the Houie wds not ill attended, upon many of 

them 
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them divifions took place; the minifter was then vehemently 
oppofedy and was beginning to lofe ground. 

In the Houfe of Lords Jt was oppoied by the Jate Eat I ef 
Chejleyfidd in a very elegant, ingenious, and popular fpeech 
which is in point~the expreilions are beautiful) and the 
» images fuH of grace; but a more flimfy argument be had 
never icen. Lamenting for the honor of the talents over 
againft him, tiiat he dete£ked in their topics evident plagiariim 
from that'work 5 every topic now ufed by them was antici¬ 
pated there, and the conceit of prophetic fag achy was not 
fpared. It was tyranny over opinion—it fettered political 
freedom and the energies of independent fpirit—it would be 
of no ufc—*it was a dicatur that would neceffanly in the 
curfe of an imprimaturs and would in that fliape fall with re¬ 
doubled weight* It was the firft hint, and the liberty of 
writing would foon follow the liberty of fpeech—the laws 
were adequate—the Bill was unduly and fufpicioufly hurnef! 
through the Houfe of Commons—a better way to corredt 
popular difafFe£tion was to deferve popular efteem, &c. 

What has been the refult ? It has been innocent at leaft, 
and the nnfehtef at which it aimed, that of a fcditious theatre, 
under this dramatie veil has been fuppreft. If it was a 
tyranij^ in itfelf upon genius, wit, and freedom of thought, 
has the honourable gentleman lived (Mr.*Shendan) 
that he could fuffer its coniinuanctf He that had an inierci^ 
as the Ceffgreve and Wyeberfy of Jhistime (with a dalh of the 
pokticdl to fOdbc 1(ho(i theatres free as air ? And if 

theatres dramatic in their office were checked upon 

account of an occasional abufe, by the permanent controul 
of a ChamherlidniL what we fay of a check only fof 
a time upon political theatre, and by a 

magiftrate fworn i Are t^ch th^tres lefs prone to abufe fo^ 
purpofes of fedition ? U the licence here under a magiftrate’s 
view lefs convenient or lefe wanted at this time i A time, ii^ 
which not occafional but univerfal abufe of general freedom 
ha^ endangered the fafety and the exiftence of the realm? 

If there ever exiftad &cb a thing as an argument a fortion^ / 
it wa^ in all branches of tb^ parallel decifive here, and he 
challenged the abilities in battle array againft him to anfwer 

Jt. . 

Mr. Mi Mantagu feidi ftoce be bad the honour of a feat in 
that Houfe, no fubjeift had occurred which required fo calnn^ 
and deliberate a difcuifion^ and to which the circumftances of 
^e times, the temper of individuals, and even accid^t itfelf, 
had fo little contributed to allow of fuch a difpofitioh *^ T o 

narrow * 
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{larrow the ancient right of petitioning, by any encroachment 
on its free exercife in the utmoft latitude, was to touch one of 
tho main pillars of the conftitution. It was a truth which 
could not be denied, nor was it attempted to be cont^led. 
It followed of courfe, that the only juftiiicatic-n for even the 
fligbteft'interfercnce muft be founded dnanimpei ious ncceffity, 
and that the right of that interference was only commetifurate 
to the urgency of the danger to bp prevented. I'his ^nnei- 
pie was not m(»e true in the abftrai% than in wife praAico 
and found tlircren6h j to adminifter with jufijbo and Hdelity, 
the duty at prefent incumbent on Parliament, was the fuie 
method to make its expedients effedlual,!^. to give vigour 
to the law it was called upon to enktS. iDid* there cxift any 
neceiSty for the interference of Parliament upon the prefent 
occafion ? Had it a t igbt ariiing out of that neceffity to circttm>, 
icribe the liberty of the people CO meet for the ptirpofe or under 
a the pretence of petitions to the difierent branches of the ]egii'< 
lature? How far didthat neceffity, and the right derived fiom 
it, extend ? Thetc were the firilqucftionsfornoneft andindc> 
pendent men to conildcr and decide. 

The bell ci itcrion of the neceffity arofe from the poni. lera- 
tion of the confequences which might follow from abftaining to 
inteiferc. And here he begged leave to paitfe, and to leave it 
in fome degree to the minds of gentlemen Ullii^y this part 
of the argument, bccauie it was impoffiblc for any lover of^ 
order, and of genuine Kbeifty, lo hatm'Ailed to gain, from re> 
cent experience, if not bbAv&froin biHory, obfervation and re> 
fledlion, a fufficient fund dlMddM tb convince.bim, thatlome 
ftreogth was requiike in f^tilRldsdfthe executive govern* 
ment to reprefs the' didetdfi!^ (jpH^ of fome perfons in the 
kingdom. Strong^'iqikeu,'*M|Vi£tet and fo were 
vigilance, determmatiM, and adMWfjfS .IClf was tlie lets wil¬ 
ling to enlarge on this fubjed, «Mi(b H required nq 
amplification, and wokld feared'Wmit it, dtefe topics had a 
tendency to encouragd ftie daring atfsinpts of fedttious jnen, 
by the knowledge of the terror they bad already excited^ \ He 
therefore took it for granted, as he it in his cenfetence 
to be certain, that the danger vsa« the necefiity 

imminent, and the right m coerfik^was pihyed apd efta- 
blifhed. 

But were not the laws in being fufficient to empower the 
executive government to rdpreft thele diforders ? Upon that 
part of the argument iftb opjwfirs of the Bill derived a great 
advantage, from an impdted remiflhefs on the part oC govern* 
ipc'-.c to employ all thetrcJilons already placed in their hands 
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by the laws, and pcrh^s from an unikilful ufe of thofe which 
they hM employed. Upon that head, he qonfelTcd himfelf to 
be of opinion, that Wamc might poUibly attach to them, and he 
muft leave the jaftification to thofc whom it concerned. Still 
he believed that the lav/s reijuired to l>c idnforced, 

and particularly to be declared and notifii-J by fome frelh Aifl, 
which flioiiM dfjaw the attention, inftruiSt the i Mipiance, roufe 
the a£hvity, and warrant the exertions of the I'tace Of&ceis, 
The fame argw^bcnts of the fuAScjeiicy o(^the Jaws would + 
have been tirggi^ with pul truih at the period that London 
w 4 s inflames 1^^1780, becaufc tew rndciflood, many doubt¬ 
ed, and none d#;pdid oi> the cftabliflied provilioub. Upon 
that ^ound bK Was ter a new Ait upon the lu^^jeit, which he 
coD'nlbd he Ihould the more approve the nearer ji approached 
♦o a lipclaratory Adi. 1 he rife of new /pecics of tumult 
required new provifions; and it mud atleafl be (aid, tlyt we 
rendered the meafure tfK ftuaJ, and that we did not flop t • 
pf fecuiity agarnft that ftormy inundation which threatened 
our peace, our property, our civilization, and, not Icfs than 
all chefe, Ptlr liberties. And this ncccflity of new provifions 
waWhu more evident, from that flilll which had been derived 
fioma conc^rtied fyflem, to make ufc of lawful uie uis to 
qnlawful endsin^ pervert conftitutional wor is to unconftitu- 
donal meanings and to preach revolt iniUcr the pictencc of 
reform. Obi ISibcrty, how many evils uicinflidcd in thy 
name was the exclamation of one* who h ui as little of d 
flavifb difpolition as the greatefl idol of 

j^antheonmed Jacobimfm. 

« Licenle thi^ me;(il 

** For ^faiO Wesul^ji^ 'drfi' ^ wi^ ipa good/^ 

Such was the Milcoo»*who was no Tory, 

charaderiitio of the JadjpMp of his time, Ixit as juflly to 
be applied to anarphifts awl*‘kjpg«*kUkirs of the prcfenc mo¬ 
ment. ' . ? s 

^ 'pie prefent Bill, in ite original form, inafmuch as it gave 
to me magiflrates a dUkretionary power of at leaft a doubt- 
f#|rn4^acy, he cobfiiiewsd as goinjg; beyond the lio^its of the 
right we derived from |be neceffity of the cafe. He there¬ 
fore fhonldi nil po account, have thought himfelf at liberty 
to vote ferit, .e§>ecially as the introduftion of it, with all its 
attendant circu^n^nces, feemed have excited that alarm 
fn the minds of the lovers of order, ahd the beft fuppoiters of 

MWarn itoitoa. ^ \ 

government^ 
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government, which would have grtAablj? rendered its execu¬ 
tion zt leaft weak arid precarious,,)^; Xbc 

akcratiohs fince made had done ' the obje< 3 ipn arifo 

from the diferetionary' power to 4 fuffi(^jQt; degrefer to enable 
him, uppa the whole, to vote for it,with the prin¬ 
ciples he. had laid down; while thp f^l^^fligned to the dura¬ 
tion of thd act had qualified it aV a'meafurV, forjad 

juflified oiily by the peculiar and eccentric cifci^j^ 
times. ^ ‘ 

But while hd^give his aflent to the Bill (ha^, 

he could not help adding a remark on the circiii^ancics which 
had attended it. It had been more piyCe a matter of 
regret to him, as, upon the \vhbTe,^ ^ wi^wi^ the pre- 
fes^dtoiriiftr.'ition, that, upori impoftartt Cpnjunc* 

tur^V had jiot been a; fa^cieht folicitude to explain 
thoroughly the principles of a new metfare op' its introduc¬ 
tion, jor to ciiculate that'explahation through quarters, fo 
• as to conciliate the minds or the* well wifters of goyernmenf, 
and beft fupportent df the conftitution j evince the 

wifdom and neceffity of the'legifi^tive regufatiorts, or of the 
political determination^of tlie t:m^. 'jTheJ^qffi^burinrfsap* 
peared to him to be a marked inftince of tins negla^. Per¬ 
haps, upon a retrofijeca, the ri^ht honouVatde gentleman 
might have rea.'on not to difi'ent, as far as ri^latea'to that ex¬ 
ample. The prefent inftance appeir^ foHhitji to he pregnant 
with an ufeful lefibn to t^nrigjht hifeciriil^Mc gentfemaqi aAd 
to future minifters; naj? Cyibn to Con¬ 
vince, =tfaat, in the -eipecialljr 

when-they concerned! 'too nii^ich' pre-^ 

caution could not be., nature, ufe, extent, 

principle, and Mankind 

njuil be rulpd by upon con¬ 
fidence; confided prudence 

and honefty in thore^&o‘gqy4^)S|^ cafe was, 

new, where it touthe|tw ®very one, the' 

wifdom of the identical h^atfure/inaft .^^^^ explained, cnforqgd, 
and proved; the wird^pyyhichcbnfifted iat^^^ well cohteji^cd 
expedient for an ufefuT a^lS hon^ pun^fe.,;^ 

He begged it might nl^ hiili, that|fe Was 

bolding fot;th a tame fubpiitfbh to clamour, W a deu 

gradation of the dignityWf Parliament, to a fawning obfery^ 
ance of popular favour.' I^ 'Jfaid he,) let us navc >hat 
ftability in our councHs# whiclj :^ts with trie long e^l^abiiffied 
experience and accumulated wifdom of fo many ages. But 
let us ftudy to appear as 'wdl as to, be (bccaufe it i&, ufeful (0 
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to Appear fs well at to be) the fJthful guarduns of the righu 
«n<) privileges of all elafles of die community. Let us be firm, 
Jbut dhlhaffionatc: Juft when wc are fcvere, candid when we 
aue tnirrepie'cntcd, anjl intrppid when we arc attacked. 
Much ts loft 111 private liib, as well as in public concerns, by 
mifimderftanding. Half the dtfputes of the woild have no 
Other foundation. Calm and clear explanation, a little indul> 
gencr tohafty mifconfttudliont, and the moft eager diftnitants 
are friends in ^ itiftant. It is the fame ,in the aftairs and 
conduct of oyl^ns. Let t}oc any man confi^, that the good 
people of Ej^and may not be mifted, by even a miftaken 
jealoufy, to ^mnutall their precious treafures (and no nation 
ever had g»«wirj Without, ruddei or compaP;, to the rude 
tiraves of pc^uW ^^tnotior* Mankind arc afFc£bd icnore 
by iiiei;aph}rtQ9ii|,ahftra£f, and even diftant grievances, than 
by immediate hipd perfonaWanger, the w^ck of property, 
and all the foai con&quence^ of civil tumult. 1 he Ameri¬ 
cans fo4g^ fytr what they ipigbt fuifer, not for what they ^ 
had fttfrerem ^ I know the preflure and multiplicity of the af« 
fdhv of this ^at, nch, commercial and powerful nation, 
wbtth le4Y«*titdc ictfure to thofc who manage its concern^;; 
but at the Jttme 1 am certain, that more time is lofl, and 
more inconvcoienicc is felt, by fubfequeiit difficulties, than 
by previous arrangement, and a full preliminary expia- 


Mn Sheridi^t ^4^ that the direfifevallufions vvhicli had been 
ma^lohim woul^^lNrevent at his anxiety to 


come ferwiM^d^ He jf/m 
given waf' to the imH 
A$ be bad follows^ thf 

S jntleman 
oufe the tioullrik' . 
remarked, durii 
nates had been extrem^ 
authority in fuppi 


^^however, that he had 
tn who had fpoken laff, 
, <ji**gMmcnt with the learned 
iijpift M It would fave the 
re{4ic$. It had been 
tnoip^totis tune, the magii- 
«ne| lUtd iTluc been adivi. to exert 
tpawings, and reiiftmg the 


ppipciples, from whieh fo muvb qf Hip ilangei was thought to 
^f any evils,, however, ha^ anfea from Hieir negle^f, 
Silicas calculated to iecurc 
tWe’p^ivity ? ‘TftfUaJCw prompting them to greater vi*,!- 
laHee, ip threw impeminents m the way of their exertum. 
.They VMtre placed m an odiClijis iituation, when tlicy could 
riot exet'Ute their truft witMlvt incurring the dcteftation ot 
JUpir fellow fubjeJh. Alen of Virtu, and honour would avoid 
ft ftanon which they could not fill with credit or refped. He 
bad been accufed, Mr, Sheridan fiud, ot caftmg reflediens 

upon 
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upon the magiftrates in ^his country, although he had never 
uttered a fentiment in general difparagcment of that clafs of 
men. He had limited his charge to the juftices' of Weftmin- 
fter, who were appointed, paid,.and controlled by the execu¬ 
tive government. 

He next came to the obfervations of the learned gentleman, 
(Mr. Hardinge.) He certainly was bound to thank him fat;, 
the perfonal civility which he had dirplayed, and the band-.* 
fome compliments he had paid him. He was ftill more 
pleafed, however, that the learned gentleman haH placed the 
argument upon thkt footing, on which alone the fubjeiSI; ought 
to be confidered, namely, what the necelTity was that required 
the interference^of the legiflature; and whether the prefent 
meafure, or any part of it, was^ adapted to meet the exigency 
of the cafe fuch as it might be*. In the applaufes which had 
been given to the fpeech of a learned gentleman (Mr. Grant) 
on a fortner occafion, he heartily agreed, as it was a perform¬ 
ance confpicuous for the ingenuity of the reafoning» and the 
appropriate charafter of its language. Without detrafting 
from its merit, however, he could not but obferve, that the 
main points involved in the difculHon had been omitted. He 
had negle6led to cftablifli the exiftence of the evil; and to 
demonuratc the fitnefs.of the remedy. All turned upon this 
point; the learned gentleman had^objeded to him, that he 
called for the proof of the diforders to which the application 
was to be made, and had fumfmed up all his argument in the* 
tv/o wxirds, prove it, The^.iearncd gentleman fceined ftudi- 
ous of brevity, and had dlytllbii} tbefe words of all the ob- 
fervatioiis with which they/bad-'l^eh conneded. He won¬ 
dered, at the fame time^ ho# thq. learned gentleman found 
fault with this imputed ^fjrcvky, fince he,^ listed difpofed to 
adopt the fame mode of illuftration* The learned gentleman 
had likewife thought proper to al&ipeihe talk' of Hating*the 
argument againft his o#n fide. , In this he had fucceedtid to 
adn)iration; in the courfe of hisYpcech, he feqmed all along 
to aegue againft the part he really meant to efpoufe. This, 
indeed, was not an uncommon cafe with the learned gentle¬ 
man, nor with the profeffioii to which he belonged, to fpeak 
on both fides the queflion. ' Hovv he had difeharged the duty 
to his client he would not decide, but he wo'ild by no means 
advife the meetings complained^ to put iheir brief iqto his 
hands. 

The learned gentleman had called upon his fide of the 
Houfe to lay whether jacobin principles had increal'cd of late, 
then objeiled that the proof of it was demanded* To this 
VoL. II. ^795. A a he 
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he would again fay, prove it. It was not, however juridical 
proof, but prudential proof, that he looked for, that kind of 
proof that mintfters themfelves had thought neceflary, and 
brought forward previous to the pafling of the A<St for the 
fufpenfron of the Habei^s Corpus A£t. That meafure, how** 
ever, was not near fo ftrong as the preient. It was, there¬ 
fore, not extraordinary that he required, on a greater occa'* 
lion, what they had voluntarily brought forward on a lefs. 
Was it wonderful that now he fhould demand a bmitar proof. 
Formerly the Houfe had been deceived by the affertions of the 
minifter, and he was on his guard againft a frelh impofture. 
None of the plots which had been announced in fuch alarm¬ 
ing deferiptions, the plots to feizc the tower, and the various 
other confpiracics, bad exifted. The verdi6t of impartial 
juries had decided that minifters had ftated to the houfe, what 
the event did not julhfy. Where was likcwife the plot which 
had been fabricated at a very particular period, during the 
fitting of the grand jury, upon which various perfons had 
been apprehended, and harfhly and unjuftly confined for many 
months, without the fhadow of proof or reality for the accu- 
fation. Being thus three times deceived, does the learned 

f entlcman' trufl: again to the affertions of adminiftration ? 
le was ready to delare, that he did jiot think the principles 
complained of were increafed; and on which fide did the 
prefumption lie? I'facre was amoft important difficulty to be 
* furmounted before the gentlemen on the other fide could 
maintain their argument with coofiftency. If they knew the 
increafed and incrcafing danger of feditious do£lrines and af- 
femblies, why did the ^cech from the throne bear the lan¬ 
guage it contained ? If qEUnifters were acquainted with the 
evils they now magnified and infifted upon, in what light was 
the declaration of the Kmgi of the loyalty and good order of 
the country, to be conMered ? or how were they entitled to 
argue on the ground they alTumed at the opening of the feffion 
of the advantage which in this refpeft the war had produced ? 
Mr. Sheridan laid, he lidieved thefe principles and this dan¬ 
ger to be diminifhed. As a proof of it, he would appeal to 
s learned gentlemanoppofite, (the Attorney General.) When 
the Habeas Corpus A 6 i was fufpended, numerous profecutions 
were going on, and the jails every where were filled with this 
Ipecies of criminals. W^any fuch heard of now? It was 
faid that the different fgeieffis fiill profeffed their former ob- 
jeds, and held their former language. He would never thelefs 
affirm, that their profeifions and conduct bad been materially 
altered. 

Formerly 
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Formerly they had faid, that it was needleis to adopt the 
ufiial mode of'obtainlri|^ redrefs of grievance, that that Houfe 
was too corrupt to be honoured with petitions, and that re¬ 
formation was only to be efre£)!ed by the perfcverJng exertions 
of the people. 7 'hey had fince found that fuch pretentions 
were little fitted to procure converts, and had retra£^ed them 
in form. They had difavowed their former claims, ^nd their 
former language. The bad fucCefs with which their fehemes 
had been attended, while they maintained thefe extravagant 
obje< 5 f$, was a proof of the general attachment of die country 
to the conftitution. Whether they were finccre in their late 
profeffions it was impoflible for any man to decide. The 
learned gentleman had faid, that they n?.d a right to hear what 
were the fentiments of the fide of the Houfe on which, he, 
(Mr. Sheridan) fat, upon this fubjeft.^ "He afferted that they 
had afied jefuitically, arid had declined any explicit declaration, 
Pn the contrary, he would maintain that they had adled with 
uniform fairnefs and confiftency. He had never, for his own 
part, fcrupicd to affirm, that there might be fome pains teken 
to circulate fedition through the country, for defperatc indivi¬ 
duals there were in every State. The praflice for imitaung 
the cant of the French, and all the mummery attendinig their 
proceedings, were certainly highly ridiculous; what, how¬ 
ever, had been the confequences of this ? It had (hewn that 
they were as ignorant of the temper and difpofitions of 
Engliflimen, as minifters were in the regulations which they 
meant to impofe upon them* Might they not, in good 
earneft, have relinquifhed ti^'eSttavagant, and tempered the 
wild ideas which they wer#fta' ure to entertain ? An honour¬ 
able gentleman oppofite fMt Pitt): had been the ftrenuous 
advocate of fubftantial though be bad Jiot gone the 

lengths propofed by the £}uke of Rtchmond, He did not be¬ 
lieve that any one confidered him as better man than when 
he maintained thofe principles. The Duke of Richmond, he 
was informed, had been beard to fey, that he was convinced 
of the folly of the plans of reform that he had profecuted. 
Were thofe gentlemen to monopolize * the privilege of 
abandoning their profeflions and their principles ? Ought not 
the fame candour to be extended to the focieties, and might 
not they be allowed to change their conduct ? Even the ex¬ 
ample of France might have contributed to withdraw them 
from^heir attachment to the principles which had been intro¬ 
duced into that country with fo litilc fuccefs. He believed, 
on the whole, that the mifehief was beyond calculation 
Ids. 


A a* a 


A learned 
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A learned gentleman had confefled, that the prefent bills 
were ftrong meafures, yet no attempts'*had been m^c to prove 
the evils woife. If this could have been done, he was con¬ 
vinced that minifters would not have allowed fuch an oppor¬ 
tunity of fandlioning their meafures to efcape. The prefent 
bill was ftated to bea balsyice of evils. 7 'he learned gcntle- 
' tnan had infifted oti the advantage that would arife from notice 
- being given of meetings when they were held. .Would any 
man for a moment contend that the meetings of the Corref- 
ponding and’othcr focieties were clandeftine ? They had often 
':t)een charged with ah oppofite condufl, and the boldnefs of 
their |)roceedings had been urged as an aggravation of their 
guilt. He conudered the firfl: claufc to amount to a prohibi¬ 
tion of all,public difcuilion. The notice was to he given by 
feven perfons, refident houfeholdcrs, in the place where the 
meeting was required, in the new^Jjaper ufually circulated 
there. ^No meeting could take place of perfons not houlcc* 
holder^. Journeymen tradefmeii might have occafion to 
alTemble to complain of a grievance, or lodgers to take 
meafures againft the exorbitance of rents, without being 
expofed to the feverity of the law. Would the editor of a 
country ftewfpaper, he defired to afk, always inft'rt the notice 
which was ueceffary to conflitutc aJegal meotino; ? He was to 
judge whether the perfons figning it vi»ere houfeholdcrs, and 
* whether he would be fatisfied with their refponfibiiity. He 
might fay that he had not leifure for thefe enquiries, and might 
refufe to iiifcrt it. iriftanecs hid already appeared how partial 
' thc.condudt of fuch be. Country ncwfpapers 

were greatly under thaihfliB^nc^titf the Crown. They might, 
even with the danger over them by this bill, be 

judifitd in t^ir reiufal: T&^^^Si^*^ternativc, of applying to 
the clerk of%le j^ce, the meeting was to bo 

held, might likewifcjje floated 5 no legal means remain 
to conftitute a meetift|^'^linj!lfer’ the operation of the ftatutc. 

^ It was a mockery to give to the people the privilege of holding 
a meeting, and to affix to that privilege fuch conditions as 
idid not at all depend on their own wiU .and choice. Why 
lhaji not the old modes of giving notice been adopted, hy 
means of the, common crycr, or by an intimation at the 
chUrcb door. Iii' fzQ: no meeting could hereafter take 
place ;«I1 difeuffion*would be annihilated. 7 ’bc learned gen¬ 
tleman confidered it of trivial confequence that, after the 
notice had been givens the meeting would fuffer no inconve- 
nience. Notwithftanding the modification which had been 

attemjptcd upon $he bills magiftrates might ftill come and dif- 

perfc 
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perfe a meeting which they imagined had entered upon dif- 
cuiliohs which they might difapprovc. Aiiy thing >vhich, 
in their opinion, tended to create difliice; any deliberation 
on the fubjeft of parliamentary reform, or of cxifting grie¬ 
vances, would inttantiy autho;-ife him to interpofe. ^Kor 
could any refponfibility attach to his conduct, where hd||£led 
in tliis manner. At any rate, where the magiftrate conenved 
himfelf bound to put a ftop to proceedings which involved 
topics of fuch a nature, perhaps dangerous, in his opinion, 
he would be undoubtedly freed from all danger of pumfnmcnt 
from the abufe of his authority. He rejoiced that owe ^le'dtion • 
,(Mr. H. Tooke's) containing many important fadis, was on 
the journals of the Houfe ; becaufe it would be i npoiiiblc to 
ciifcufs many of the fa< 3 s it contained after this bi 1 was 
pafTed. For example, to fay that feats in that Houfe were 
at the nomination <jf members of the other houfe, and were 
fold as common as flails for .cattle at Smithficld. Introducing 
the words wilful and advifedly fpstaking, could have no efledt 
in legiilating the magiflrate’# diferetion, though it might be 
of importance in the confideration of a jury on an indi£iRxe»»t. 
Kven ihould he get the length of debating aqueQion, muil it 
be regarded as ni>tiung to Ipeak under the watchful car of an 
' attending jufticc r Where,' it was faid, was the iurni of the 
magihiute being thus authorifed ? He was entitled to felzc 
the perfon who was wilfully and advifedly*’ exciting the 
people to the didikeof government. Beit rc^membeicck howr 
ever, thr.t as it was inipoffible for The migiitrate 
what words came under4bis.dc&ription, he could only exer- 
cife his own iudgmei^it 5 , coiyfequeiuly, howev^rfr legally 
conftituted a meeting be, ijt„ depended upon thc capricc 
and the character of th^,3^5agiftlfate**.wbcJther any deliberation 
was to take place, or advft^ge to, be obtained. Mr* 
tiheridan compared the prefent^il^^tpiThe Riot Act. Nobo iy 
of character would accept th^'^barge which this bill requiicd 
to be pel formed. The loweft mag^ftratc, a petty conftable, 
might put a ftop to an alTcmblv, as foon as any words were 
uttered which heconfidered to be obnoxious. Lie repiohated 
the hardfliip of fcizing a perfon in the arbitrary manner pre-^ 
feribedby the bill. 

The Riot Act had been intended for a diffi rent object from 
the prefent bill. I’he former was intcjidcd to enable the ma- 
piftratc to ait to prevent violence aboui tub's committed,and 
where, by a tardinels of the application, the remedy would 
have come too late. Nothing of this nature, however, was 
called for^by the prcfcntcafe, nor could there be any parallel 

between 
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betweei^ the circumftances. , ReGflance to the magifirate was 
felony; and if twelve men peaceably remained^ military execu* 
tion was, to take place* The Riot A& was only to be en¬ 
forced when the peribns aflembled afted riotoufly and tumul- 
tu6ii^. It was alfo^to. be recollefiec]) that even the Riot 
introduced upon the eve of a rebellion, when the con- 
ftitution was aflailed; not by popular meetings and political 
debates, but by a great part of the inhabitants of the country^ 
Tapported by men of the firft fortune and influence. Compare 
that meafure with.the prefent, and how feeble mud it appear ? 
Vet BJackftone queftions whether its remaining part of the 
code, after the peceflity.which had occafioned it had ceafed^ 
was not inconfifient with the fpirit of the conflitution. 

Suppofe, however, which was no improbable cafe, that the' 
perfons deflrous.to alTemble could not procure the infertion of 
their notice in a newfpaper, nor their intentions notified to 
the juftices in fuiScient time, what was to be done, in order 
to eiFe£i; the purpofe for which they meant to allemble ? Re- 
flftance) (boidd they meet, would be ufelefs. He would re¬ 
commend to them to exercife only pafFive refinance. Should 
they, to the number of fifty and upwards, meet, and fend for 
a magiftrate, and remain above the number of twelve above 
one hour after being ordered to difperfe, what courfe would 
the magiftrate follow ? Would he inflift military execution, 
or commit to jail the fuppofed culprits? If fo, would a jury 
And them guilty under the prefent bill ? could they be punifhed 
in thus throwing thcmfelves on the confcience of their coun¬ 
try ? Of what avail then wa$;^e 1 ^ 11 ^ Ivbich could not be put 
tii*executipn ? He difcIaifn^ jnlMdlilig any thing perfonal to 
^he magifirates for WeftfjQiaftefV^^ could not, however, 
but fay, he thought all the in the kingdom muft 

be aflimilated to the. independence on 

the .Crown, and tutored doSrine of lopping off the 

branches of the Lords aifd C^if^ons, before they would be 
iprought to contribute their exertions to realize fo fanguinary a 
fyftem. 

T^e learned gentleman had argued rnoft elaborately on the 
fituation of the country if the bill was not pafied. If you are 
to penx^it the cxiftence of thefe focieties, he exclaims, what 
arc tp"bc the confequences ? He had then folved the queftion, 
by recurring in the ufual high toned language to the example 
of . France. The learned gentleman bad faid, he had remarked, 
on a former occajion, the difference of cbara<fter between the 
Britifh and PVcnch nations. , He muft ftill maintain, Mr. 
Shcryiiffaii, that icarcc any argument could be formed upon 

premifes 
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premifes fo diifimilar*. The operation of different govern¬ 
ments roufed and fublimated the charadters of a people, anil 
mated every energy of human nature, elevated and ennobled, 
the temper, or extinguiflied the great affedion, and degraded 
and diftorted the human heart and the human intelledK, He 
would not then aferibe the horrors which had attended certain 
parts of the French revolution to the influente of Jacobin 
clubs. .He was above the obloquy or mifreprefentation which . 
this opinion might produce. It was not the Jacobin clubs 
of Paris that filled France with prifons, or deluged the coun¬ 
try with blood. It was the infamous club of Pilnitz, the af- 
fociated fociety of defpots, that, in the unprovoked attack on 
the infant liberty of a people, awakened terror, diftruft and 
cruelty. ^J’he French trembled for their freedom, and they 
thought every moment that treachery was about to rob them 
of it. Nothing was fo cowardly as fear and panic, nothing 
^ fo humane as courage. When the French were under the in¬ 
fluence of this terror, cruelty and oppreffion rofe. To what 
other caufe than this could the charge be attributed ? In the 
beginning of the revolution, a fyflem, mild and lenrcit to a 
degree, perhaps of extravagant refinement, was embraced^ 
but was quickly fuperfeded by the fears which external dan¬ 
ger and domeflic dillrufl infpired. Terror was only to be 
allayed by fpreading terror, and fufpicions by fufpicidn. The 
example of France, therefore, w’as altogether inapplicable, 
cither in the particular circumftance^ or general charadler of 
the people, to the defigns of any party of this country. The 
leading caufe of the fuperiior virruci the fuperror glory, and fu- 
perior happinefs of this was not the particuItTr dif- 

tribution of the parts of but the pofTeflion of a 

general freedom of ai|d:Of Speech. It was not by 

folitary eftbrts that the had been elevated io 

high, :ili that was good and had been efleded by nu¬ 

merous meetings. Put the exl^og laws in execution againft 
thofe who may not have changed their fentiments, and recon¬ 
ciled themfelves to the conititution ; let not, however, the 
great principle on which the vigour of the whole fy fleas de¬ 
pends be deftroyed. 

The bill was faid to be improved, but it did not appear to 
him in that light, and he hoped the learned gentleman would 
not be oflended if he again pronounced thofc obnoxious words 
< prove it.’ He faid that on his fide of the Houfe they had alr^dy. 
afligned thereafon why they did not attend the Committee bn 
the bill. It was too incorrigible, too radically rotten, to be 
amended ; its deformity was too hideous for the fight, its pol¬ 
lution too grofs for the touch, 

Ap 
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As to the outrage againft his MHjefty, fo much deplored^ 
and thehand-hlll inculcating the dextrine of king'killing, the 
onlv conne< 9 ion which could he of any ufc to be proved, was 
toftx it upon the Correfponding Society. But no fuch con- 
nedtion had been attempted 5 and it was much more probable 
that it ifllied from one of the government fpies, who on every 
occafion difplayed the utmoft violence of ientiment to delude 
the unwary, and to bring diferedit upon the pretenfions of the 
whole body. 1 he prefent alarming meafures he believed 
were brought forw;»rcI merely to fcreeii minifters from the 
confequence5''of mifcondudl, from the odium of a war, the 
objed cyf which was the fubjeftof deteftation, and the conduct 
of contempt. This, as was Did at its commencement, was 
the war of kings, and not the interefts of their fubjc£ls. In 
former conterts there had generally been Ibme view of na¬ 
tional pride, feme acqulfiiion of conqueft, or fome valuable 
poifelJion, by which the people were reconciled to it. * The , 
prefent had nofib of thefc objects to fantSlion it, but flood cx- 
pofed to the unmitigated deteflation which the milcries it had 
produced muft excite. From this circumftance minifters 
thought the ouira;j,c offered to his Majefty furniflied a pre- 
fence for adding fecurity to the perlbn of the king, when they 
were fighting to ftrenurufly the battles of royalty. They 
wifhed to'fjvdur themfelvcs from the florin which was im¬ 
pending, and to erect the royal (oeptre as a conductor, to 
"catch the hgmning of popular wrath, which threatened to 
deftroy them ; to draw it away fronfi themfelvcs, and to pro- 
rteiJt thern from its dangeit. 

One flight circiimftancqvJj^ir^r^ld not have thought dc- 
ferving of notice, had it JitVqlved with fo many ob- 

fervations perfoiicjl to gentleman had 

nfked, why he, .who to reform aluifcs, did 

jtot think of procuring the law which required 

theatres to be licenfed,. efpecially as he had a perfoiuil inierefl: 
In the alteration ? With reg^fd to the learned gentleman’s ob- 
•iervations upon that aft of Parliament, and the celebrated 
J^ch of Lord Cheilerfield^ be totally differed. He conli- 
dered the fpcech as one of the moft brilliant and power!ul 
' <Ompofirions of that elegant nobleman. The aft, howcvjrr, 
was intended more to feprefs moral liccntioufnofs than to pre- 
, .vent political entertainments in the play-houfc, where there 
was not much dari'gcr of men becoming popular., He men¬ 
tioned the following inftance in, which he himfclf was con¬ 
cerned, to fliew that the power which the Lord Chamberlain 
' pollefled, might, notwitbllanding what the learned {gentleman 
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had f<rid, ftill be abuird. He once produced a piece called 
The Schawlfor Scanefa/y in which'he introduced the chara^r' 
of a jew who lived by fupplying extravagant young mw with 
money at exorbitant intereft, and thereby bringing tbtm to 
ruin. 'I’he night before the piece was to be pertbrined, he, 
was* much furprized to hear from the prompter that a licence 
was refufed. It happened that at that time there was aconteft 
in the city between two gentlemen, Mr. Wilkes and Mr. 
Hopkins. In the warmth of contciled eledlion; a ftory wen^ . 
about, that the charafter of the jew was means Ijj*,Mr. Hop¬ 
kins; and the piece was reprcfsnted as a fa(aiouk'''and, feditious ■ 
oppofition, to a court-caijdidate. He, however, .went to Lord 
Hertford, and explained the circumftance of the feene to be 
a matter of general fa tire, and not of perfonal obloquy or ri*. 
dicule; Lord Herlfoid laughed at the affair, and gave the li¬ 
cence. ‘ » 

The r^ulation, hot^ever, .tyas merely confined to the the- 
•atres of Covent Garden and, Drury Lane; becaufe, by qn' 
eafy fidlion, the performeis wfere co'nfidered as his Majefty’s 
fervants, and to act only fuch pieces as Ihould be agyeeable 
to him; the'ad extended to no other theatres in the kintr- 
dom. ' . 

He concluded with folemnly declaring, that if this bill paffed 
into a law, the doom of Britiih liberty was pronounced, and 
that in all probability it would lead tofuchfeenes of ixiifery 
and horrol"; as no friend to the happinefs 'of his CQuatrY 
could contemplate or outlu/;e. 

Mr. Powys faid, the .qpelBan to be confidered was, 
whether the bill was ad eapifcAo the exigency of the occa- ' 
fion ? The Houfe had.d^p^^^ on the principle of the 
bill. It was, he Ql^rq^^MpHpguifhing feature of the ' 
Britiih conftitution, tl M| pi p||^g^ Me of nlaxation or Con- 
ttadion, as circumftan^P^i^E TThe monfter to be coijv 
tended with was fuqh fs no jKjiiad .pfoduedd, and for the 
dcllrudion of which no preccSit' could didate rules of con- 
dud. It was a monfter which gentlemen might think th^y 
could muzzle, but if 9pce aypswed 19 tafte the blood ^ 
the conftitution, it, would devftdt itsjvUah. Thofe political 
meetings, fo much qlludcd^o, wqt)j>,.90t, be thought, offo 
harmlefs ninatuie as had been rcpfelentiMi, butdeierved the 
ferious a^tepfiph of the l^iilature. The evil agaitdl wbidi^ 
this bill ws^ intended |to.gjBarJ, was a mortfter perfedly.iidiie’* 
defeript i ij was an.,;^yil/i«‘ generis; if once the principles of 
Ihcfc foeje^^ev^ -there was an end to all which our ap- 
ceftors had held and Ikcred. What in^uatioQ then had 
, Vol. 11 . 4795. B b gone 
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gone forth * that, with the principles of thefo foci tus before 
tbetr eyes, people (hould he fo blindcil as not to diktrn iheir 
intereit 111 guarding agiinfi their m'lchinitions. With men 
<lf defperate fortune:) aiid turbulent fpirits it was thought, 

** Rttt-r to rei,n in hell, th n fci\e m heaven 

There tnuht be men who wiflicd to make a fhipwrcck for 
theiake of plunder, and of involving in one common con- 
' lu£on the propel ty and enjoyments of Engliflimen What, 
however, ihoft fqrpnzcd him was, ihpttheie fhould be others 
found, of acbi^eiit defcription, who could lend their aifift- 
ance in aid of%ch proceedings. If, amongft the apologWs 
of fuch Oiieetiilg^, there fhould be men of e\tenfive talents, 
of amiable m*mners m private lik, of an ingtnunus mud, 
and commanding public efteem, the dinger would be in¬ 
finitely luctcafed. He was at raid that the converfc of that 
fcmiment, that the pe#fle have noihuig to do with the 

Uws, but to obey them,’* would be Copied, ard tint the 

people wou.d be itd to think that thev had every thing to ou * 
with the laws but to ob..y tlicm. He I imcntedthat the induflt j 
of the forking cliflcs among the people had been checked 
through the progidbof thefw focictics, and arrefted by m 
attciftion to ir u 1 » of wild ipt«.ii]atior. He afk d, v^h it 
was contained in that of tyiaiin^, it h d been t'^imcd, 
to encQuragc the exercile of '•' 1 be ho^ dut of infurrci - 

tiou?’* A pafine relillancc to the law v all tn«i; was le- 

comroended ^ lor his own part, he could Lc no pradhcal 
hardfhip impoftd on the people of this countiy bv the mea^ 
itire in*agitatton. He thought tb^,the Bill w likely to be 
attended with much*morc heia^ ^ the people than injury, 
though he owned that it iijliii g€m(.nt of 

a great and valuable pnvi}^^^ mw^ou J i ot be aiten pled 
except only in urgent picfcrit emergency ? 

Some ciy put, where wilK i o which he would 

answer, wficre the ev4l he^ were told, 

^ “ It *n ere offcad ilififi, 11-ck it out ' 

lie pcrcMVed a can''erous tumour la thc'body portic fpread- 
fiorniptcon through, tifVwhole mafs; it it was not cut 
vtould grow; th^ jRleald take care that no vitJ part 
fiioaM be aficSind, the would thenhea’, and the conftitU'- 

tton rWotfii' Its pnlliBe health. It uai: furtiy wifer to fubmit 
gentSoperuionthan h»zard aitaortihcation. The quef- 
#Eni was. whether the ctuiftitution Would be better fecured 
1»y the temporary re^aihtS of this taw. than it would be 
under thf uncontroulcd operations of ihofc whb would over- 
Xma ai law end eflablillied ^vernment in the land. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Smith faid, after the able difcuflroh Wbkh had 
been entered into upon alipod every part of in quef* 

tion, h? Ihould certainly take up no more time tha|^ hceef- 
iary in ft.tinj in a few words hi« opinion upc^ tMKfrfpart of 
the mcafure only. He owned, from the attention;be had- 
been able to pay the Bill, he felt an apprehcnfioa that, un-;- . 
lefs the eftedt of one cUuib could be done away, a very iin^iv 
portant branch of liberal education would be cut bff iti every’ 
feminary, except our two Univ< rfities. If they teferred tp ' 
pat;e 8 of the printed Bill, they would fee every houfe^ ., 
in which lectures v/ere given upon the laws, ,thei.con(^pxtion, 
or tile policy of the government, upon the payment pf moneys 
was liable to the operation of this claufe.^ . - * ^ 

[He was told, that in the debate on the report frofn tb«r* . 
committee, that was done awMV.] . ' ., " ; 

The alterati on, Mr,. Smith fud, male little difference to- 
his argument, as genjlemeir would never contend that per- - 
fons (hould nut be inftrufled in the laws and the cofiftitation 
of the country ; the provifion as it flood made, no other 
c,hangc than* this, it left it in the bread of ccruin magrilrates 
to determine upon the fitnefsot fuch ftudies. This aj-peared' 
to him to he a point of ferious importance, and requne^ ex-, 
pianation. As much had been faid upon the petitions which 
had been prefentej agahdl tiie Bill, lie begged to refer to one 
prelented 6 , 1793 ; and delired it might be read, after 
which, he declared, that from its imponaiice, with refpeii to- 
a reform in pailiamcnt,-jt well deferved atter.tion. I'hat . 
petition contained allegat||pls, that the houfe was by no mean? 
an adequate repiefentatitiK^S^Ih^L it was framed upon prin¬ 
ciples detriment J to and hnppinc A of .the 

people, and offered to ptoof of the truth df the 

allegations. weretruC or falfe was 

notfiing 10 the argumifii^'; <iefire4 to afk, fuppofuig , 

the picfent Bill had then bq^'irt exiflience, would nOT-a: 
hundred juilices have been found td ftep forward, and to 
thofc who offered proof of thefe allegations, that, they at-- ^ 
tempted to-excite hatited^^ cojjt^pt for one brooch oft th4 
kgiflature ?' He laid) if ^ere Wifr^n.^dividual^jjMr. Powysl/"'* 
who, by >his own to xon- 

lidcrabie Jfiftuencc, wlio for la lcng\ period had p^fetViied a 
certain condu^f,. and^ piUfeed teruin .,obje£ls, 
mentai opti^Jks in t;he vic^nce of fajttaffic alarm,^ 
dcrangcc, i^t all ,ol>|e<lls weie tot^y verfed, Thd fficnii; ^ 
whom herformefly had followed turned enemies, a,nd thofe 
be x>ncc ccnlidcrcd enemies tu|-ned into friends^. meafaresV -, 

^ Bb2 , .be 
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h3 once condemned at prefent fupported, and the principles 
,he once maintained at prefent reprobated j who inrihuatcd 
J^'blackeft ch’ar«i;es aj^ainft the perfons he once cflcctricd, of 
jwbicitbe: kiKw them incapable, but which he enfurced w'ith 
afifeSed folernnity ot manner, to conceal their real ab- 
Ijurdi^y) luch individual whom he had iiigrnatiaed, would 
with bim, that it was beneath them to reply to fuch 
aonfenlical,imputations. ^ 

y.Mr. Tatd, that having?; attended minutely to the pro- 
grefs cf thflf'&ill through the committee, he would d^fer all 

to a future time, aitd 'confine 
his' pfemt remarks to two diftindt heads of confideration : 
E'irft,* liic principle %r the Bill, and fecond, the circumftances 
. ^ttCider . which it was brought forward. If both thefe cn- 
^uiriej^ led.to the famcconclulion, it vva<i time that they flioulJ 
break off their work, 'i Jicre was but this phiin confid. ration 
in the framing' anyle^al meafurc, i|^ilrjr:ive and pciiaj, 
whether the theoretical good outweighed the pradiical evil ? 
ai;d as the making fuch laws was an inUifpenfible duty, it 
because, the legifiator to difregaid imaginary fears. 'I'o him 
the ftw appeared to be incontrovertible in irs principles, and 
' iinobjcdlionable in its provifions. If fedition was apprehended,. 
Theans (hnuld be taken to pi event it; the fuels on which fuch 
apprcfecnfim was founded, were too obvious to be denied, 
and were proved not lehs by their own nctorict), thsui by the 
painB">which had been taken to depreciate the danger, for 
would labour to combat a if then a new law 

found hcccirary, the provifiqw of that law were nc^t 
to be confidered; and they nn'ght jie,. 

theys were eafily conipreffi]^w|®i^|j»’all compafs'; namely, 
that ^11 meetings, not alectures, 
ibould be no^fred by writ&j^^^&tit'if mifehief was likely 
. tO'enfuC]^ it might he prev^S^Sd by the interference of the 
f^^giflrate. He could not catSttj^ive it^o be an injury to the 
libejtyof thefubjedt, that men'&ould be obliged to fpcak in 
. dpen day j a$ men really hdding diredl and honefr intentions 
f rather their adlioriS^{*wire ppen /to die judgment of in- 
^fctmbinatc and impaatial,v 4 ^b(ij^^ than, confined to the 
opitMob of p^tifesps, con¬ 

vened %,^^^^rner.' ITic difefetionary power vefted by the 
miigffirates,^ hadbeen nmch dlinnplaincd be wifhed 
. exifted in this country 

I itfrv magiftr^te withoutpowetJS? T^hchappinefs 
of Englifbincn was, that aimjle redrefs was pi‘ovided by the 
law if thofe powers were abufkl. The laws held magiflrates 

r'*' < ' of 
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of all degrees, from the Secretary of State down to the con- 
ftable rclponfiblc for wilful abufe, or excofs of authority j 
which was no chimerical f.ifcguard. ^ , 

Gicat Ifrefs, he chferved,' had been laid on tire'petitions, 
wliich crowded upon the table of ihc houfe, and' were faid to; 
prove that the of the people of England were ad- 

verie to the Bill : it fhouldmowcver be rerhernben^d, that of 
eighty-two counties, eight only h^d petitioned^; and that' 
of thefe eight, only two were agamft the Bill. ^That in the 
capital towns in the kingdom, they were kfi^wti -to be 
vided in opinion where they had delivered any^ 'Stbd'feveral'h'ad 
given no opinio i At .ill : and this dining three' wceki^i’ wheti 
every art and aitifics had been indullriojfly ufed to procure 
them 5 To much for the afllTtioi», that the univerfal fenfe i6f 
the countfy v/a? aJvcrfc to the meafiire as determined by the 
nu.iibe.*- of the -jcritions.' Their qu.iiity, he faid, was a con- ■ 
^fiJcrarioii of ftill greac^ importance ; they bore the ftrongeft^ 
internal evidence of the rnifi^j^refentatio'n which had obtained 
them, and the mifconccpiion und.r which they had been- 
drawn up. The i3irmingham petition was, in cfFefl, :a • 
addrefs for peace; ^nd they uli'of them looked upon the 
prcl'ent laws as adequate to the punllnmcnt of the exiflingi 
evil ; though not one man in a thourin-i, who figned them, 
cojid form a judgment on llich a point, A great philo- 
fopher faidit that the uemoft perf ction of work arofc tfont 
the divifion of labour. Yet in that moft com plicated fciencc, 
law, particularly poliiical^JTw, every man proLdied to be an, 
adept; and, withou*- ha(r|^g fo much as le. n a Itiit ite i;Oolc 
in their lives, profefied a'th^>ii^h knowledge of the fubjedt, 
as if they could ootain /If they would look 

for information whcie it%|^'){0l|>6ther, they would find that 
the parliament of Henryenacted rigorous laws 
to prevent mifehievous siffembHua; fo did the pailiahients of 
of Charles the Second^ and Gfeorgc the Firft, give the 
magilhates that pawer to difperfedangerous aflcrhbJies, which ' 
was given by the prefent Bui. 

They ought,'undoubtedly, Mry;'Abbot faid, to attend to. / 
the reafons ,rated in the pc^titioftsfto c.'taminc, to compare and ' 
weigh them; but refieftingmpoiithe'hSjpfde of their atialnipent, 
to ufe their ^own diferetion as to the obje^^they profell^ to 
confider ; 'and when’: thcy^lkW their hands upon the ark of'ih^;' 
liberties of' the people^ they'fliould. cxcrcife their judgm^nii: 
agreeable to^^e didtates of their contcience. 

7'he bill iwqtieftioiiably had derived important amendments ^ 
from the committee; and, had not one ahaendment been , 

made 
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H}ade, he ftioulJ have thought it his duty to have opp >r!?d it. 
If more were not made *ij that committee, letliiofe anfwer to 
the country wSio had JcfertjJ thair duty, by abrcntiiiir tbem- 
fclves^ \yhen the v'oliedivc wiftibrn of the whole Houfe was 
icalled upon to co-opeiMtc in rendej-ing the biil cftUiiw'd and 
^’dequate to its end, and at the time a'- little o^jediona- 
r^hJe as pofftble in 'the m^an^ it p’-ovided fir attainment.— 
One.gent|ethan left them becaufc Iv* thought the p-ii:.iplc of 
the law tytiiiflr^iculiy fevere ; another gen*lt*ma»", upon whom 
ddlc title w tlW public fervant had been c^'hv-r ed, abindoned 
thou ht the bi^! tO'^ bad to be a^hended. He, 
had, from the fuinefs of his mind, hi'' olyeflioiv. 
to'^he mcafure, ft/tted one ciixumlbmce ot hi?, difliltc, and an 
,ailieildnienl had followed it. If thut ri^ht honourable pMi lt*- 
lAian had condefcen.led to have attended, more :imchnra*ion 
jntght have been the rcfdt; if‘, tnj^fore, the bill was left 
perfect than it ought to be, the counlry have to art-Unite it, 
to the condudt of thofe gentleman who had abandon, d their 
duty upon the fliallow ground of playing oft’ n political 
inasnouvre, or with a paltry view embarrafs a rival m 
|)olitiesv ‘ 

'r‘ Some gentlemen hadcho.'jn to ftatc it as a matter of (i.-iibt, 
whether if the law paflTeJ it would be obeyed ? flut oiu lir to 
be well looked after. In Pi'nliament, the ’dr.\ of rcfiliance 
cdSl^ever be ftated bu** a ' a Ipeculativ'- propoiltldn vdieji, 
lK>ytil!&er, it werit forth into liic world, ti.e iC 'ufeqiHMces 
might be dangerous,' A wile aud^Virtuous Icgiilator, who 
fat in the laft I^ailiamcnt of Sco!%nd, had fabi, that every 
government ought to thinic dEje^anbe Inwlul in the fubgeii^ 
but that the ftibjeds it lawluf in them to 

refift. One gentleman rait^l^^tbar th.'orerically, which 
be had forni8rly'ilated,pr3^^^|i^^^^^ a Rcond (Mr. 8hcriclan) 
l^ad volmUarHy btaugl^f fbr^ilfd ihis topic of rchflancc*, and 
1 rejoxe, (laid M;. Abbott) that he has given us a comment, 
'pallive'^'ibediehce/f'rSin txpreilion which correfponJs 
iVIrith thit of a difim^uiffe^ name .m this comitiy, Horne 
ilFoc^ liad faid, 

your .refiftthe a©yil to th<f.hammer.” 
Att(^i:r?r 5 ^St of djftlug nlhtd 

iijM. faid, that it thefc laws 

ri^d by thesSi^l fccpti^-lrnd the people ^England 
him whalt^lbey. ihoilll id^ he would '&y,\that it 
nll%l0ger a matu$r 4 |f^ttfy^ 'bikioT prudenhdi^. whether to 
bbey of^ rcfift. It iVi8..hEmartab!c, within hours 

;aftcr that dcclafation had icen made within thd-fe wall's the 
ILfC^on Correfponding Society printed a declaration iu’ 

' fimiluc 
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fimilar terms, which was all but lard on the table ofthe’houfc, 
Mr. Abbot concludid with frying, that without doubt they 
wore told this in aftylc not ambiguous, and, notwithftanding 
the amendments which the bill had uiidcrp:one, it was ^iine , 
todcmajid of the advocates h>r refinance, Whether, wfi^*iPI"this ^ 
bill was fjgned, the ftandard-of rebellion ^as to be unfiirled 
Be that as it might, no contideration ougbt^io deter.thie houfo' ; 
from perfevering in theconfeious difcharge^oFits dbtjs , 

Mr. Fox faid, he had been called upon in a very §olitc aiwi 
civil, but at the fame time-in a veryjtinparliarhefttify'm 
in that houfe, to account for his conduct. T||ic,^nTOurabte 
gentleman'tftight have taken notice,of the he/had 

faid on a former night. He would then have afforded 
opportunity of rc-nitating his words, if they haiJ been 
ceived ; uponall this he had no particular complaint toihalcei. 
he fliould only fay, that the practice of attacking a nrtembei*^ 
parliament for what he,|bad lit,id' on former occafions, in that 
general manner, was .^oily^ncw in tlie efturfe of parliament- 
*tary debates. '1 Tiat any individual mctiiber, (he made a dif-" 
ferefice between fucth a ebaradter and a member of bis 
M.ijefty’s councils,' fhould be called thus to ficcoiint, was very 
c.\traoi dinary \ and what the honourable g^jutleman, when he 
had taken more pains to become acquainted with the.ufege^,. 
of the houfc, whaiever abiliiRS he might diiplay in hisfpeetfa* 
and however politely he might rondudl himfelf, .would not 
he was. psjtrfuadcd frequently pradiice.. Indeed, tiicr^-wa^ 
hardly a part of the fpccch of that hon> gentleman, Wbich* 
in former times, would been fuffered to be delivered in 
thstt jdoufe. . He wifht^^o know' whether it would be of 
advantage to the proceediifgs^|>f that Houfe, that the fentiments 
of ^ch individual, and his parliamencary 

duft," jwtre to be of particular debates 

unlefs p.irt ofithdt fuch,as called for the 

particular cognisBStnee of the Ibi^e ? He-knew there was a 
jpecivs of artifice^ of which he djd not accufc thfi honourabljC , 
gentleman, to cadi x>0 uidividu^ts^ iii« advancing fiages 
debates upon a bill, to* explain %bat tht y had formerly fah?^'' 

and this was d^e it 

a fair .o^djf^ than 

be difeonippfed by .lu|feb%) a^hfcfedie t^i,e not to), 

be ,jdam^. by. fpec^tJf catei^f^. The 

gei|tfemi 3 a''^ed hrt;&^;qu^jP|phS^, . not 

pr^pnsy?^^li^h Ije had bbjf affo 

former cohduff ; fccn^ed^to ch^k he had" 
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»jaighrto kt^w why he did not attend the committee on the 
pn;fciit bill ? Be thought he had told that honourable gen-* 
d^pan and the houfe already his reafon for his non>attendance» 
l|e would tepeat it. It wa^ becaufe the principle of the biU 
was fo dfiteftablc, fo ndiculoully vicious and fo dangerous 

conflkution of the couiiitry} that he believed it to be 
laapoffible to amend it to any good purpofe. He did not with 
SO gild a p!ll Wlfieh contained poifon in its efieqoe. He 
wiihed to i^k plainly i^nfuch a fubjcdt; and he fcorned to 
&ftnd htnUUf by any mcits of garbled explanation. ^He 
believed thak^was not fingular, nor were thofe with whom 
he abftaining from the committed upon the 

<He^outda^ gentlemen who were fo willing to put quef- 
ddna tb him u^n this* occafion^ nay, he would aik thole who 
wei[0 tte inoft willing to deiiie it, bu( who did not choofe to 
tooAO fioft^Waifd tbemlclves with fuch «echi{ms whether they 
had or hrd^ QOt, attended the Comr^ce oir the India Bifi« 
whtuh he formerly brou‘*ht forward in that Hou/e ? Whether 
they bad attentpted, in a Committee, to fomct^iing in tnat 
Bin lot ’the Eaft India Company ? It w<^s well known they 
iSjttfmedaltogether <0 attend that Committee^ Why? They 
^^edi,that they conceived the prinuplc of the BUI (whether 
tight 6^ wrong, was another qucftion) to be lb bad, that 
they would hot endeavour to amend it in the Committee. 
I^thim a(k the right honourable gentleman, and^lbe majo- 
jrny that Houfe, who feemed to have/orgotten the con- 
dil6E of the minifter, "and his adhe^ot^, upon that occafionY 
whether they would not then have ^jfo ed him, if be had 
c(| thorn whether they did not l^*Fthat their country 

Jlsrlr. 5 T: 


try "would' thbifc^tbem 


declining to tfttend that 


Committee?^ ij^lpnew y^ich would have ))een 

miAtf to him tEen.i f|e knbir ot fiiould bavi! been told of the 
MueAce of the crowti updn jhat^otcafion. He knew as well 
nature of ^at infltleAt^ prefent ttv6lhcnt. He knew 


imti^peiftns ctmhfbe 

of bis mURc Ar 
I in'WV^fldad^ 


[ by penfions, hy^buceurs, 
I’hOt ^at fo many 

th do all they 

FoJt^ ct a neglen 
SKh httktnptSy to attack 
f no more to 

rto Id/etr un(fonW(4im as 

- - 'Of tW examples t^Ws^mts 

M that Houfo, be was ntt'unrounded in his cQhailiSritt*ab'- 
> fenting 


. if-lfo knesr 
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fcAting himrelf froi^, thw C^inioittee OtMia ^is Bill. The 
Qourable gentleman would find eafib* a« he was a tnan of 
research) by the an tals of parliaQ||l|nt, that he #aa corredliii 
what he was then ftating. It «i>ouid be found to tmvis'lieea 
formerly 'he common fir gentlenv%, ^bo 

proved of the prirttiple of a Bill, 'pever to.attend to 
tail cf It in a Committee; nay» it beenf|i^crthed40 f&cA 
a^ a rule of the Honfc, nmer to «tten^ ijie C^AMj^lttee d( t 
BiU after they had opp)r.d us ppnciplot and otdeld 

had beeh made to enforce that rule. The cgW). how«iMii4 
had not, of late, been rigidly obferved ; nor md hb bun&n 
wifh to obferve it in every infianpe > there ntig^t, Inddpm bO 
cafes in which he difapproved of die princtpie of a ]BU4 
and yet might be induced to attend the detail of it in a.Cailt' 
mitlee. But then it tnuft be fuch a Bill as would bo 
pable of being modified amendment, fo as po^biy to |ilto* 
duce (ome good. Wi(||lregaril to the prefent mealbre, he was 
iclcarly of opinion, that no amendment whatever could lOofce 
the Bill fife, wifcf je(l, or in any fenfe conftitutiona^ 

With tefpe^ to ^Iw other points, whii.h the honoetable 
geiiticnnan h id Rated agalpft him, and on whicfi be had beetl 
fo much catcchifed, although he d fapproi ed 0 * fuch. e. rno^ 
ot debate altogether, as a perfonality, it did him ISO 
becauie he never had exprefied an opinion, in fiiSit Houf*, or 
out of It, which, if he had rcafon to alter, he was not toady 
to retra^; or to which, if he ftill contmued in the fiune 
opinion, he was not willing to adhsep. The honourable gen-> 
tletnan had find, that he had explained away at one time, 
what he had faid at anothhfwfie would aik that gentleman]) 
whether thiti were a fair dMHSiL f^etber it was cotnA ti| 
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point of whether it ui point of inference t 

'I'hat honourably gentl^wi^iKated certain, vj^ords qf hi<s 
'but had omitted to accompany ISimie woraS with the teafon 
which followed them. The hpnoutable geatleman bad chatil'* 
ed him with ftatihft a pertain doi^rinef to which he was (id 
ready to adhere) me homnirable^^gentlemon, however, hSi 
omittyd to 

'}&iied? Be 
phUid hatW 
IbiMWeen h doanpe 

M of 

, S|rben bfjhto 
On the part «|<he peo^ 
any thing upon (mt t^ic, i 
C c wbiM 


- . 

He titver 
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which he was not prepared to defi-nd j and what he had af^ 
fcrted from principle, he would fcorii to explain av/ay trooi 
caution* He was rea^i. therefore, to repeat the doc¬ 
trine he l^ad ftated to its futr cx:ent, and he would repeat, that 
iti^ther Lords nor CommdiiS, nor King, no nor the whole 


r^tely or united do &ch acts, as might {uftify reflftance from 
pi^oplti;. thW'doCTrinc fulfe? Was it ncccftary to 

iir^e any^iifmjtoent tp its tiuth? It was a dodrine 

which he from bis early youth. He bsd learnt it 

ftom Sidney, f^om the late Sir George Saville, 

£rOm|%t late Earl of Chatham, and from almoft every greau 
ahd Venhrkble authorhy that the annals of the country could 
'jboafl:* Hw be arw fear upon uttering this dodlrine? Yes> 
(w bjC confefl^ he had, and tkif was, left Tome perfons 
itna^inc^hat he was t4^o pufiHwmcus to rinaintam this 
doclrihe without referring to authoiit^ to fupport it, and that' 
might be tonfidcred as a Have to authority* To avoid lhi«, 
he Would ftate, at once, that, if there'was no authority to 
fupport'';it, be W( uld maintain it by himfelf. He was not 
however, in that opinion ; For he believed thatevciy 
Wbb J^eally valued the principles ot our conftitution, en¬ 
tertained the fame fentiment; and this had been eloquently 
coypreiTcd in a celebrated ft rmon, by a Reverend ^rclacc> the 
prefelit Bilhop of LaqdafF. 

^ Mr. Fox faid be blmlelf had no idea of that fpecies of om- 
'ripotenre in the whole legiflature of the country, as to fup- 
pofe that jc could not fo condufSI illjiblf as to juftify the redift- 
ance of the M<^pJe. ft ^'cctflary tlian cv^r to main- 

this dbSxipe i late become the fafliion in 

•that Houde to r^ier to fn the flayiih x^ign of the 

Stuarts* If feemisd fome were CAttemely fond of 

reviving doSrlrt<J"s wer^rp<^ptilar in thofe al>je£l tiniies. 
j^any men^ Ofllender talertfs, bad been (tneouraged by the 
^untenhhdc which that'eltoucttt man, and great genius, Mi 


r»yi 
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of the people. Did any man fay, or would any man main* 
tain thaf they were fo omnipotent^ that nothing wbicb they 
did could jufhfy the refinance of the people? He believed 
there was not one, amongft the moft bafC| contemptible, and 
fcrvile, of mankind, who was yet prepared to ftate, 4mt tb^ 
pc< pie could in no cafe be juftificd in reiiAunce^ even 
whe le legiflature. * ' 

He cime nextto the application of this dOi9:ifnt^ 
for fame grange rerfon or other, fbdTe genfletntSh'whb 
cufed him, had totally omitted in the couift late de**^ 

bates. In referring to that, the Houfe would bim the}yf- 
ticc to recoiled, that, when he fpokc of r^ftance, jNt did 
noi fpeak of adlual rtfiftance, or (he propriety of it ^ at the 
(4*cfent time; hconlyflated it as an argument, tofliewthatit 
might b" juff , and he^^bferved, that it oughttobc^oiifidewrf 
atrcntivdy by that Sfowlo? when they were pafliog a Sill^ * 
^ which, it all Its provmons wefe ciiio**ced, after me declared 
fenfe ct the majority of the peo()te was jgdioftit, might prci<*> 
\oice that tcfiliancd; he was fure that the Houfe woulc^ atfb 
do him the juftice to refled, that he urged it as an advice lo 
the governors, not an incitement to the governed. Let gen¬ 
tlemen, then, not iniftake his woicJ^, or the meanir^ of tpetn, 
nor mifieprcltnt them agam. He was not, hefaid, furpriae^ 
at the miireprcl i tation that had taken places (idee the fatpe' 
thing had happened with regard to the words of his hoi^i- 
able friends upon the lame fubjedt, and panicubily thofe of 
his honourable ii tend Ml*- Shendhn, who had been accufed 


mflive Of ai^ive^ he tffi 
fingthe futsjeftof reftftancl 
any perfons determined to 


paflive reflftatu e. In that 
urahle friend had been very 
K^mended rcfiftartce, either 
ttiah once or twice, m difeuf- 
(illed, that if there fhould be 
lie lePftance, the mode he 


Ibould recommend them to adopt would be that of a pafliye 
na||fre. I'hat, however, as^well as other expreffions^ had 
b<^$aken without the quaTific^lons by which dicy w(i9» 
accompun^d, w^hlch mdtited^ ^plainly thp 4brt^4flF>«aad9uir 
diiM to MtnfeU ikflwA To deny 

ahis^ he wotdd afliftn m i fee fee orefent 

Bill; a Bfll whtch, it J(|l|hs4tevldgnVlt!b^^ md oof 

yetimooHland m ittfiiifs^nt. 

mdior, nor had he ever be^lkii a me^ft^er of bjs 

btrthe thought he 

wHiW boi^td not be eafity intflMiriert&od; it wa^, in general 
terms, that, if the Bijl pafTed into a law, diecondkiA of the 
C c 2 people 
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'iMKipts aught be regulated by a p'>int of prudence. If it was 
jpaiVrd agdinft the geneial finfd of tho country, and it the llliU 
exettuted to the full eXt^^nt of its then orovi^u>;$, tli t re« 
fliSance vould not be a quefiioa of moral duty, lut ot pru* 
iioncOt He was that night aflsed «^ucfta>n upon th.it, and 
llighad made bta anCwer ^ tbp fame 'worth. If thefe were 
,f)Ot bis words, bo was indisod much miftaken; he W4<- lure 
be’iKoant to aK(v tboo^ otiillic believed he did. He noura* 
gendeipihtw bad bombMh forgotten, or feemed to forget, 
'that the ftb^eil^bad beforo' boon amply debated, and that his 
bonourablo biAwia had diftinAly ifated lor themfclvcs the lame 
words* 'ntsybadfaid, that if the gentlemen on tiiu other 
fide admlttn) dmdddfiiaoe «»be tnwi that, in tak'ug away the ** 
liberties of th# people^ md conftitution of the country, 
whajt ho bad'Anted as an c^nioa‘«ipuii tb.it fuhjefV was no- 
a thing more than a nccelwy infordlicc from th't du. 5 trine» 
Wbst then epoAituted'the dverenceltatweeo him and thole 
wIMi dridod ibiit tnleriifCO^ but then difforente of opinions 
upon the principlea of tl>e Bill ? They who thought the Bill 

! |Ot innocent only, but falutaryalfo, mwA \cry;;diAcrendy 
rpft^ hinir He had endeavoui ed, ^ arp,um<. nt, to'prove that 
Bill did not mere>y tend to deftroy the outworks, or at¬ 
tack thrAiuttdSfe! of the conAitution, butaiihially attacked the 
itital pans, kbA taodsd to dellroy the corner Ifonc and founda- 
Urititb kbtin3i!|. He had not merely ifated, but alfo 
.j|rgucd that opiniop*. He had not convinced the Houfe, be 
^d jK)t power totonvii oeit} but aa be h^d long ago CB(t> 
vinced bimfoU, it was hts duty to ekprefs diat conviAiwi. 
He tiionght^tbat ho 4 dtji.«jc «U tkneit mme efpeciatly m fte 
pnsitttt ume i-tas to fee, a Ipitit of dw< 

tpol^m ip ntiipfAeis (that Houfi^ and which 

tended to rtmovl|nafprjrvcAige of liberty in Ae 

cquntry. 1 tm, he that if foch meafinns 

Vifin pprfifted in agaioA tbotjrckSsd vowe of the majority df 
^ piMijpio, tbeqneftionof x^Sfiance muA uhimately be,.|inn 
^iqueftiup of moral du^ bnt.bf pnidwtcw He would not 
f*y gmdttwiwi^rr hwt of judwe alfo. in 

be 

MU1I4 not f«<||||pid«t^rtii|)^ai|d^^ ki hu itpiaion, dkn- 
jtated o ■ 

Therp' . 
jaif,whic]rX 

1^ gTMmri j(iiih«d on bis paffions. Th« naom bp 

thoit^t, dtp morn be wdloeinsinfred of the philoAi^y Of that 
nuukuna' ptx^a jvfi’pKi Mk That 

appeared 


jdndw tfiimy fevere oppreAona. 
PfhdhiM* a cahlpaMd clmadter ol> 0^^ 
fifil fhhdM aktbfa timeabaQ wh«n af>« ardotw or 
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appeared to him to be one of dw wifeft dyings of diat wilr 
nun, and it exprefled his opinioo apon the point of ]iru<kiice 
111 thefe cafe*. He muft alio fay, if the people of this poujo- 
try, who felt that tiirl^'were called by Provideacs mtA A Area 
, fhould revolt at fiich a mdafurc as the prefeot 0dly -he 
(hould not woidcr at it. If they law a oanfpincy ags,i4 
that liberty vyhtch made them ha^, A-coitlpiracy, proi^ 
as it wa«| by the BiU; fur the. Bdl i cppaled thiPBtU of Kiighti, 
and reduced Lnglifliinen to the cbatwerof hpBialiM 

not wonder if they rtfented it. BF, thercforan rttardleAr of 
the (tiaxim which he had juft quoted, the peopie <v England 
ihuuld b; fo unwiftt as to commit a£)s of itftftaoce, idtlil* 

* fterS might condemn them, parliament miglur condemnthean, 
the law might condemn them, prudence might condemn thehn, 
but he believed no good ami could ever accufe them of mond 
guilt. 

^ 1 he honourable gaoMeman had been plealed to accu0 him 

roundly for (entiments wfa'ch he had uttend on a former nighty 
and which he then -repeated. He would afk that honourable 
gentleman li he approved of the names of Sydney and RnftbU? < 
Were they dear to that honouable gentleman ^ ** Dear to me 
the) are, (faid Mr. Fox,) dear Is their very name; deafttk 
this country are the defendants of the dluftnoiu ICuAbUi I 
ice the Ipirit of that gnat mao this day B>biaa<itt|| his dHbend^ 
ant; I feea man of high rank, iplendid talents, and panribne 
Virtue, emulating the virtue of nis aneefter. 1 admire hil 
principles, they adorn hu ebara£|er, and 1 hope will be Te» 
worded with glory. I fay he eokulates the virtuous principles 
hSs ailceftor. Perbapik,* ftame 'people m this country Wi& 

Bn nay Blare his fate; IlinilllM|lb<hch'Wi&; butlbavehqpei, 
Iphtn lire tbedefccn^iytf ttesibiftnous Roilell poftefs the 
fpirit, the patriottlin, Che and perfeneranLe, of 

Mceftor, that he wiU hd reWwM m hkC manner by the af> 
fBdhons of an adourmg people. 1 Whv do we admire ehe 
gseat charaCten wTRuilell and Sydney ^ Was it becaufe they 
streie unjulUy coadmiirnod i CepHlinly tfiey were unJaBlydlUb. 
itooed, for they were oondtamiMid >linga%, on defodtivc evi. 
deuce, miagnoRldw. AItiiidM|htlMyvi^dM$‘cDnd«ii^ 

*s there a aian Bmk di^nwlM diiB tcadrtmr Inftory, who does 
not behqve they liadui ctuwsmplatMin a sdilhnieetothe prince 
BH»i.t9!sn the thronef Why do we Adinire them then? The 
ftoif^ HipiBHe ef ttfolr c)«ecutioa tt owl d have refledied dKf> 
grace Upon dieir aecalers, and tlldir judges. Hoi} it 
bdeaufn wh know they hid that refiAance,itt contpmi^ion ; 
<hal tb^ were deternunsd to refift pn ciples which dien pra> 

. vailed j 
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Veiled; principles which were odrous to the people of th'S 
coujitry, much too nearly refembling fome modtni doditrines 
among our ft Ives. th<y found the law inJufficr'iit, and they 
endeavoured to bring .ibout a rcvolirtion f<»vouraSle to i le 
lilierues and rights ot L and if this be the cii’fe 

at preient, the queftion becomes ftill nothing but a qidhon 
of the application of the fame ptinci^ik. Tbcfc arc tac ica^ 
Ions why wc admue the charafiers of thefc great n>ei, jnd 
admired they will be wh5)e a f^ark of lib»-ny aiumatcs the bo- 
foni of tn Enghihtnan.’* Thcle were hi> fcu\imcnts, he 
%vould maintain thun to the hour of his dv.ath. If ot eis, 
whoheaid him, crJ not approve of them, Ut them ufe what 
arts they pkafed to blickrn him in tnt o nni >n of his coun¬ 
trymen; he would ftill perfevere; be knew he had pronounced 
principles, independent of which his prefent Majtltv never 
could have been pi ced upon the tbrope of thek kin^^doms. 
He wKhed it again to be underftood, t}iat he did not inea i to 
Ibeittr himlelf uiidi.r the awthoniy of names, he /poke them 
for h in/er , but he could not heit help referring to th< vene- 
• rable Earl of Cbath mi's fpcech on the American war. 1 hat 
gKat ftatelman had faid, that he rejoiced the Amtricins had 
rdfiled.'* A noble lent m n^, and although he diflend on 
Other points irpm that illudnous man, he viould fay, ihit in 
tljiat event Jii Itjoiced a (u , confulermg the point which v as 
ibeU'Etifibe between Ahil ica and ibis countr), hehau rather 
that Amer ca ihould be iiidcpeiident of Gieac linrain, than 
tfaai^ by the nicannefs of Iver fervitode, (he Ifetmld have iii- 
fedted this country by the bafbne/s of her ovm flavtry. Upc^O 
tba^ occaCion Lord Chatham had faid, in his own i^culiarly 
emphatic ftriin, rathcf th^O^ijlivery Should be eft<ibli{bed« 
let difcord reign for ever jr aii^l^aoid as he was, Hia wiflied 
to fee the que^on tried betw^ government and the p< opie/* 
The phrafe was, perhaps, jfKk bar fh, but the pm cipk was 
excellent. He wa!» fare he b«iiS heard finnlar fcutimcnts trom 
late S»r George Savilie. After all, iu would beg leive to 
that, of all the attacks'^ «bich he knew ht was ex¬ 
iled, tiidre was hut pne la »tgaredt that of >ncorrtng the 
COiiCKiitpt of piirilUp>an^>^4|^ aiuft tbereloie again fav, that, 
from the cOurfis tjf IjJs cd|ifat?WI, from the difpt^tion of his 
mind, and fyom die principles he bad uiiiibrinly maintained in 
that Hou% and out of tt» he ibould be a fool if be not 
believe rheie piinciples tp be true, andacouani if be did not 
p^oTefs them. ' ¥ 

7 he honourable gentleman, in hft attack upon him, had 
inili.uated, that be had declin^ attending the conunfttbe, in 
• order 
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order to a triyinipl^over his rivals., In what way did he 
mean ? \Vhat trium|ih did he fiippofe 'was cxpeftcd by him I 
T'hat the prefent measure fllouldf go into the country withtfut 
his lending a hand to improve it? He pleaded guilty to that 
accuriition ; as the mcjfure c.ohW not be mdflMied, fo as to 
be tolerable a people polTeffing aiiy fenfe-of freedom, he 
really wiflied it to appear before them in all it^ native' uglioefi 
ana original deformity. ' / " ^ , 

Mr. Fox next proceeded ta^dlce;iioric'e of thi^'"^rgui^eRts 
of a learned gentleman, (Mft. Hiiirdinge).That learned'^ 
gentlemai? had Ibtcd, that the fijl! was oHJy ihtcaded'^ 
check the prigrcfs of certain meetings, iri as;much as they 
were f/ditious, but alfo to check argumentative ar>^"mfpkf- 
fionate reafoning in fuch fociedes where government'^as at¬ 
tempted to be reviled ; fo that, in point of fail, the Brlf was 
intended to prevent all ^afohings, ho wever difpaflionate, ,and 
however corre3, on Inadequacy of the reprefontatibii of 
the people in that HVtife.' If, for inftance, he fliould him- 
iblf dwell on the abTurdity of the rcprcfentatioil for 014'^ Sa- 
rum, withqat Jiaffion^j and without violence, in any aflem- 
bly, except inlthat Houfe, a magiftrate was to have rfu; pdfwer 
to t*’ke him up, and to dilfolve the iticeting; aiid ifjl^aftera 
certain time, a number of perforts (houjd iby fo .hear 
the magiftrate was empowered to employ''Ae niitiiary to m'ait-- 
der them. That muft be the cafe, and the Ibafebd gentleaiaa 
|iad put tb^ ifllie upon fair grounds. How could ir be Mher- 
wife? becaufe the whole muft depend the feeding of ah 
individual magiftrate. ' T'hat wobTd cfedte endlefs ftrife, feven 

‘ved a letter fzxnn ^ 
OlEqe mucfl ‘ 



which he reffllcd, 
lifis,' Herefofore, 

__ ^ T had'* held^ the offices of 

pagiftrates hhd," ’f^^l^ing alt private, opinions on 

politics, had unitifed'IS confqjmfe the intercfts",of tli^ popf,:^ 

' - - - .to _ 


...J'dkpreire 3 %L 

men of di^erefit polJ^litial 




thittT^reifof; whereas 'hereafter 

civil capacities^^eciw, 
'hL ftffan'i' Mr. ^ 

expert, ho!^- 

fame 


a/itefod by to 


and in formlne: 
would be forced; 
epntrovefir^ 
it wbuidi w 
'political 
ever ul&i&i iri 

mot 


&ey fhouw; for ^nv 


Vf > ' ’ 


of 
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cf fhteifcring their authoriC]r» unlefs they were all of one 
opinioo? 

tn the eoarfeof debates upon this fjbjei)’, it had been taken 
4br granted, that the preamble of the Sill was a proof of the 
ehjeA of it. That was a furious way of taking a point for 
granted; it never cou^ be taken as a thing that was true of 
tiourft, hud he did not believe it to be tiue in this inftjqce. 
The pretmhle of the Bill talked of feditioua meetings. A 
Statned gentleman had fald* as to the intention ot tbefe 
meetings, he had evaded tii|d i^iitftion. That learned gentle- 
ntan had alked what theft fitteties are^ A pretty compre« 
ttenfive phralle: Correfpondi^g and other focicties. He had 
£dd that. Oil a former occaiiom fomc cd* them meant one 
6itng, and fome another. Tbe learned gentleman had laid 
that was StrtA'^ anfwer. He really did not care whether it 
was 8tr»h*t anfwer, or the anfWer of any other pe’-fon, it 
Appeared to him to be the Only good anfwer which a mm 
of common fenle could make; where thene were a gnat ' 
number of men, diere muft be a \arietv of fentiments and 
upop lhat he mud reter to the obfervatfons already made by 
his honourable friend, (Mn Shendan). The general prin¬ 
ciple of every foctety he took to be that which it proRfied. 
11 m knew (t misht b| laid, that the lartguage which was held 
mtb on biWUr of thefe focicties was mc^erated in confe- 


quettee of me coUrfe which parliament was then taking, 
xfe 4eftred any geh'Jeman to 0iew him the probability of a 
pbrfbft bolding foAh, tn a very large popular allembly, any 
dodrloe mat was not agreeable to tbe real feelings of tho 
mad of that Aiciety i would afk any gentieman to give 
himjiroof that dm proceedtAji^ even .et Copenhagen-houfe 
werd in aOf degree fMrdous, add jfr fhew him Chat the meet¬ 
ing there baduny idea of reObfhpNding an t^cfcllpon fik 
Majefty i ‘tW Motion to' that boufe contained 

,fentunenta of a diiTerent nimt% He Would afk the Attorney 
'numeral bimfdf, if be knew btimy proceedings at that place 
(failed upon him to inAitutft a proftci^tion i What they 
.1^ docnex;^ that fubip^ oo^4jb>t hive be«i blamed iW tbe 
,tid mkil or Chfulw 1%, whmliamkful ettunple they were 
(h; marthnf fo lopd cf imitating. 'Tliey had ndk 

gone b^ood ^e U«(its then preferibed to tholb 

who wiuo^ to' pemtMtdMMKtng. He did pet know that thefe 
amgiediiW' oppofdL Ip np fhghtef); degree, the fimieiknts 
kho cenliired tmd imjcached |for^. He 






wot prefumc the j^iwcedings wane fcJitipu^ merely becaub 

tt 
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it vfis To inltmiated in the preanible of the prefent Bilf. He 
knew that to take it for grstnted* without evidence, was con¬ 
trary even to the princi^es laid dewn in the fiaviih reign of 
Charles II. and diredly contrary to all the principles of oar 
conftitution. Gentlemen, when they talked of fedHioos 
meetings, adopted generd turms, ** the^ dbeieties,*' by 
which they converted them'as it were, into a fpecies ofliody 
corporate of fedition. Inftead Of confidering theito as a body 
corporate, he conftdered them juft a$ he did’ Oftry other 
large body of men, as confifliag ef fome good aqd iimie bad 
perfons. The mafs of that body be confiqnvo' to be good. 
Such he had conls^ed, and bad more than once ftated to be 
the body of the fociety of which Mr, Reeves was President. 
He kneiy, iodeed, that fome of the publication^ pf, that gen¬ 
tleman, as alfo thpfe of Mr. Arthur Young, were diredly 
hoftile to the bell’ principles of our conftitu:iofi^ and 1(hkt they 
hid been circulated With a mifthievous avidity; he was, 
neverthelcfb, willing to allow that the mafs of that ibdety 
were what they profellcd to be; namely, friends of the con- 
Bitution of this country, as conllfbog of King, Lords, and 
Commons. Precilely the fame did he think of the London 
Correfponding Society. By the way, theie fel|^ Into his 
hands v.ery lately a pamphlet which contained much admi> 
rable reafoning ; it was uated in the form Of A'^pislugue, fup- 
pofed to have been fupported by two oppollte cnara^ers, the 
one a friend, the otlici an enemy, to the London Corref¬ 
ponding Society. The enen^y fays, I hate the fbcu'ty be- 
caufe it has for its o1>je4|: the deilruiSlion of ail monarchy. 
The friend lays, have you found any thing of that kind in 
their proceedings ? No, fays the othfer; they are too cunning 
to profgfs that. Wbatji fyys the friend of fpriety, were 
the 30,opo‘men all cunni^l^ ? Mr. Fox fajd,' be fell in very 
much with this fort of realbntn^ on behalf of the focie'ty, 
beCaufe he beliewd it was very mfficult to colleA together ac 
any time, or at ar^ ^ace, 30,000 cunning men. In pro- 
pofing the queftiotts titejother ^ight to the promoters of the 
Bill, as to their opiQ^s upon the effedi it was likely tohav^ 
upon all focieties, Mr. Foift'dliSl^red be had not done fo, 
for the putpofe of endeavouf^ to amend the Bill, but 
merely to 'get, if.he pould, at the oplnjonoi' its authors on the 
probable extent of it. With regard to what bad beenfaid 
upon the genexal opinion of the public upon the meafure^ Ik 
was willing to allow to the promoters of the Bill alt the «dw> 
vantage which they could derive from a full contemplation of 
that fubjedl. He believed it to be, in the true fenfe of the 
Voi, II. 1795. D d phrafe. 
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as clearly the general fenfe of the people of 

the country, and Jis eii iiely unpopular, as any tneafure that 
held pyer been brought btture parliament. That he was fure 
vroulobe evident to every unprejudiced man the kingdom. 
Upon lookmo; at tlie nature of the petitions which bad been 
pt^fented* and ilkted to be in tbeinature of approbation of the 
otlU, fcarcely one of which ^ei^ly approved of thciu, but 
jprVy^ genersdly for fuch ipcsdoti^s as tlie wifdoni of parlia¬ 
ment mii»ht‘a^dop|;, and founded chiefly on an idea on 
which there Could fgarceUlite^ two opini ns m the ccuntry, 
nairely, chat of fcongratulating his Majcfty on his fortunate 
eieape from the iate oaniig outrage upon ht^^erfon. 

W th regard to the geneial topic, that the piefcn^ were ft 
times for ^lerppoiaty icllri£fious upon popular right«, his 
opinion was direrSHy the icyerfe. tie thought that tnc people 
of <bc country Wit re moie cniightcncJ at the prefent penod 
than ever they bad been, and Chat tiny c< uld be moie falely i 
trufted viith* liberty tiian the inhabitants of aOy other part of 
the habitable gbbe; becaufo the better they flnderftood the 
principles of lib* rty, the betttr ulc would* they make of them, 
and confequently the more and more might and ought they to 
Be tiufludvWlth libejty. When gentlemen therefore alkcd 
him what be would adept to prevent confufion, be 

would anfvror^ ipeei the evil; reform thofc who arc adverfe 
Co your cofiftitu'irn by reforming its abufes: reform, I do not 
&y upon what iidem, that may be diicufled hereaftei, but 
reform ^the rc^pr^untation of the people m this houfe. Keep 
your word with the publick} ttji them they may fafely truft 
in your promife j proceed immediately to the abolition of chat 
infernal ti ^fBo^cbe fiave trade. - Shew them the conftitution of 
this country m its perfc£hon» Sh^W them that the 4>ufe of 
Coimnons haiv areally a f(.eiing,for the condition of the people. 

I While you are fo leady to check the exuberance^ of freedom, 
r fliew them the conftitution of England in ^ts true beauty i 
’ ikow them It IS favourable to ibc principlesof liberty, and then 
eiu^mies will be fo few that you indeed may defpife them. 
Thei^ Aeo, arc the (Moints 1>y|irhfob you will prell*rve the 
(Oouftitutfon of ihis coumrjv a kilow that lioerly is the 
great* ft blcfling that mankiw chn enioy, and peace the next | 
but, from the experierR:o Thave of the human cbara£fcr, and 
paitiqiSiiarly of the peopfo England, this Bill will driFc the 
people to dhis alternative: they feel that peace and liberty 
be enjoyed if the fMwiftons of this Bill be enforced. 

If tile provifions of this^Bill beftitt obftinately endeavoured to 
be carried into effeit, the attempt will difgrace our govern- 
* ment 
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ment. I know that fort>e p^rfons ;ire of ^opinion, that* if this 
Hill be not pafled, government will be di%rjccd; and I believe 
that fome of the promoters of the Bill are of that opinioflt 
and that therefore they wiih to pafs thi« Bill; but that they do 
not intend to a£t upon it. 1 think that would be next to 
throwing out the Bill. l.<et gentlernen catechife me; let Oiem <. 
fpiead papers throughout the countfyy Bating me as apoieia/ 
to my country; let them blacken oM as much as they ' 

let them even be fucctlsful, if they <ian, in their endeavours 
make me odious to my countrymej!;; Bill 1 will peiBB in 
doing my duty to the pubbek, and never rcliaquiih It hut with 
my life. 1 am not. vain enough to iuppofe, ihSn any efforts 
ol mine hove coiitribated much to the fpiiit and the energy 
which has been iniiuBBed in this country, 1 fhoold be proud 
to think they had j 1 fbould be glad to learn that any efibrfa of 
mine had con'iibuted to awaken my countrymen to a foitfe of 
, rhe value of thtir own freedom. A great orator, whofildefeib 
has frequently been Bated to be vanity, has faid, Nshtk 
jusjmandum juravi, ne quid amiiUum ut RrfuUtca dt»ique 
Jaivu Jit. 1 hat is far from being my opinion of myfdf: but 

I am ambitious to prefeive the Itbeities of my country. I 
ha.c therefore oppuBd thefe BiUs; and, I trttft, the fpirit of 
the country will refeut them, Specially as they wit flV 4 wet}ly 
only part of what was Originally intended by mioiBets, |Vjho 
have brought on tne diBrciTes of this country, by profetuting 
an unjuft war, and notwubBanding their artificL«, X hope we 
have Ipirit enough among us to preferve the principles w our 
conftitution. As far as a fihgle individual could exert himfclf 
upon that occafion, I am pKmd qf the part which I have con¬ 
tributed ; and nothing gives me more pleafure and fatisfa^ion 
than to Jsel that a vaft ntajonty of the people of hngland 
agree with me in this daring attack on our conftitution. 

Mr. Harming* rofe to explain ; he (aid that afenfe of honor 
to the public, as fSell as to bts own character, mjtie 14 necef- 
fary for him to refuueta^s words Sxrimthe j ervcrilonaif theillt by 
the nght honour^k genSetntti who fpoke laft, attd wlkffay 
accufed him a til^n tp the were to 

infinuttU^ by tuiy tf wrvmttti a itt tte exiftmg Hou& >> 
of Commons. ^ ^ 

He would re-tfliart whet hs had laid* end would appeal to 
every man of bohoti if it was any thing like what nw 
honourafaje.geiM}emim M twmttdjf for the purpofe'wiliit. 
nouQclng him as a vii^m hf popajd* fury* and as a 
thpi^h he tud paid him tbeccicn|»iment of telUnw tBaa that he 
bad put the argument upon a qienly footing. He defired no 

D d jt fiiclt 
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filch compliment Co dccompanted, And he repelled, with indig- 
fiadoQy fiiCh torture of bi<i wOlds. 

* ilo bad fiiid, that if infianunatory and feditious lanmage 
tw fa o to be delivered iti cq^ Idood, and without externu vio> 
itjiiqp or tumult, the mai^fitina would intcrfeie under this 
and if obfirufisd in tw InMilft, would have the right ol 
#Sferfin|; by fiwah if AO dfilAr thaans could be found. This 
& conftmtn]{ the aft wAifpod law and policy too. ife would 
iflert it xgain add again. * A wdld more for explanation alone * 
*Tte right honOiAabIc gpM^PAman had complained of him 
dbr lbting» that he (Mr. !INni) had not Men ei^licit in ad¬ 
mitting or dHhnting the (^je£l of the focieriiw, th^h he had 
^reffy recently giwm h^s opinion of AeA^but here 
iteain bp bed been mifrepreicnlied, what he had faid, was that 
Fox had never told ns what he thought oCthoje anjptra^ 
ptrkament had etdUd btg^b irtafini upon the evt- 
dencA of records, written by the conipstlitors themfclves, and S 
as the toil of their political fotb againil that araot of explicit 
and fair dealing in Mr. Fox and his friends. ‘ He again pro- 
teficiL fer they ha 1, tiiat very n g it, left the point as dark as 
ever i though Mr. Hard’mge had challen^'cd them to come 
linpathe 'l^d upbn it, cfoecially as thofc were the very ob- 
i^Mfttes rot only bad never difclaimed, bat 
iuidbgain avowed, by declaring in general terms, thatjlill 
thttr wet e theJanu, 

explained, by infifting, that the general impreffion 
J9A hia Aiind wa«, that on any ferious or argumentative fpeech 
didiVcied atpublic meetings, tdip bhgiftrate vvas fully empow- 
dtiH to oblcru^ tilC proceMiftgs, and tlut the honourable 
'* member ar/^cd diencr, thW dAmufingto obey his command, 
for dtfiblviim thd meeting tfaC Auigtftraie bad a ri^t, if he 
pleafed to fbree, 

Mr. Setrttary DmdUi afiitred the Houle, that it was not his 
aCH to detain them by onlafgingon all the various topics 
fbe rbht honoommp Madwan had advanced in the 
bis meech. The vm able manner in which fevc- 

die fubjeiA that evening, 
ion on fais part unaeceflary * to 
more indebted thah to the ho- 



XcAdtfed a parcicfibr'di 
do Wa, however had he 



IMr. Abbot) on the fame bench with 
dcliverM Alt eiMlent l^cfa, fraught With mdch 
. and Ttie right hAnodra&e gentleman, 

the pknitado df bis pdiiK^ic, could not ludp conftffing 
Idl irHtatioa «t wmo mteWMi^es which had bMn made by 
' 'the 
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the honouiRble member. In a ftrain of vehement decJamadoOf 
the right honourable gentleman i|ad eitprcflcd hts VftfiA at the 
oeldnefs of the learned gendemen in having dared tQcatCi^nfe 
him on his parliamentary conduf^. With alt dder6nee» hnw> 
ever, he would venture to^ive iff aehis opining tha^theleanin 
ed gentleman had not eaxnddhd tihl lunits ot mmictloo. ^ 

In political animadverfions, the candour ^ adverfe l^ee 
was commendable, when fully convinced} the 
cu%>n, the rules ^candour had, hnWeirer, him rij^y/iuil^^, 
e<] to on one Adc, while they were violated op that or the other. 
I'he righthonourablegent^menhad wifbed tooftahj^plh^'mii* 
fair dillin^mn beCMCcn 1friends and his a>ajefty*s mlfaw^rs S 
and >n tl9pn]plexing aitofcatechifing or challed«n^n^iaa*i 
condud, he was eager to inviplve the latter in wBcwtios to 
wh*ch he thought the former were by no ifieaihi 
This was certainly a modet^ieafonmg u Inch no map 
by the impulfe of plain dealing, would fan Mon \Vby Aie right 
honourable gentleman atu hi-. tlluAnou'- f i *)di were to be ex¬ 
empted {root the fort of po’it cal o»tcrhijm winch 'he right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman thou, 1 ' better adapted to his iiiai<^y’s 
miiiifVc r^, he would not prrfume to determine. As pubKc nfen 
thev were all liable to snim-dverfion; if theic CO|ipi he d dif¬ 
ference, he thought that tne onepaity was, frpiq^odBitdal fitpa* 
tion, in a more delicate firustion than their Opponents, cOnfh- 

S uentiy a gieater latitude ought to be allowed for dieflfcon- 
. u£l. Between the learned gentteman'anJ himfeif, thCM Was, 
however, (bme difference of ciplmon. The learned gendTeioati. 
fiad regretted and cenfured ^ Abfence of the right honolintUo 
gentleman and his fr.c nds when the bills were in tne cominittee, 
becaufe he concludv.d that fbme emendations might have been 
propofsd by them, which Would have rendered tte Bills more 
acceptable to tht country at large. Inftcad, however, of con¬ 
demning the oppofition for their abftnce, he, for his part, be¬ 
lieved that they deferved comttendanoo. The learned^ gen¬ 
tleman had expreffi^ Other and dtftercnt (entimentS) PwhiB 
aifured him, and tht Iloufe, that neither heorhts coUjtwgues 
in o^c felt ai^ caufh of reg^ on thew^afion» and chat the 
abfence of the right hououi^lMo gentietnan oppofite, at thei« 
particular ftate of the BUI aUuded to, was the only isu^sble 
part of his condudf:. So fkr, tbetefOrej was he from a 
on that accoMUt, that he was glad of that opportu 
ptdBng bis pratfe} afid he pipdgad himfeif, that wH ,, 
pofioon adopted a fimilar ooadu^ apd thus expedlM HMt jia- 
tltMial bttfinefs, he would always, with chearh#sfs and 

. protnpt^udr, < 
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]>roinf*ti^u(]e, beftow on them that degree of panegyric to 
‘ itfhicb they were fo juftly entitled. 

^fbodther top c had been introduced which he believed, ha 4 
tUMribiited in no fmall degree to excite that irritation winch 
1^ honourable gentlenutti had confeiled, and which if he 
. eotitodiid itt it was cvMl^ he laboured under, be 

rUseiHt the dodbriRe of refinance, which the right honoura. 
hk gfa st lelna n had advanced *on a former ntghL Upon 
^t pcan^ his a word might be queflione^ os he was 
’^dWent a]t the time ^ btit if he ftiignt trufi the report he hsjl feen 
%lShe WOfd&aP re^t givoitbiy the avows 1 and atStive friends of 
^ rij^thoe^istrable gentleman, it was iiotfKtiaordinary, that 
the fentimtott^ eXcited the furpnee of the Hoti^lind he bc- 
Bemid, he di^v fidely add the indignation of the rountry. If 
rim hoglmrable gentleman hM endt uoured to juftity his 
exptieSioaa fay a relcrence to the period of the revolution, it 
SmiU be found that the dodtrlne of reilftance, as then applied, , 
ndUtated againU his argument, ( )ur anceiiors adopted it not 
naiticularly in oppolltion to the government for the time being, 
rat in oppofition to the king hnnldf, whofc adlions had ren> 
t<kl^h|m obnoxious to bis people, and Simulated them to the 
ntifilnliice pf fais power. The prefent cafe was not, tiictc- 
n to the revolution, bccatile the cauies and ct- 
IsAy dtffimilar. Even if the analogy haa been 
d, he begged genriemcn Icnoufiy to refledl on the 
.^as tendency of propagating fuch do^unes at this par* 

; crifis. I'be minds ol tpen wqre fuificicntly Utiiained 
iit the aid of Aich mifeU^ous dofinnes doctrines die 
t mifehievous, as they werpbroacheil by p.rions of oonfi- 
dehdbic wen^in the cmmtty/ and broaci.tl m parliament, 
wbith neceSari^ added to their influence, and ciFcdt. ^f thofe 
who elpoufod the dodlnne ofl itflftanca to the gosernment, at- 
troMitea to fwScat^ thetp^ei by a reference to the conduct 
ofaraie wbahadlym imtoortaiizedon account of their oppo* 
flavery at the timC^of the revolutipo, it would uKo be 
‘‘ldptt the atMdogyi infolh ipflance, bore no fort of refem* 
The iiluftrmiispatriciii allu^ to had nem, like the 
10^ more diqdtrit dayifa fflftigated a revolt againft the 
re. For dm fldoe or Argument, a eafe had been ilated 
t bonospsfate ge|itli^thsn» #bich was* in fome degree, 
tWES an eRtteme cafe* 'I'be right ho« 
idpamo fasd Ajltid, vriiedwr if kmg, fords, and com- 
„ j 'oemidia^ aigrinft dm liberties of the m»>pie» 
not foflitfu yi0adc«i f ^Them could be no 
ing mft ^^nmfOQ, tIjHm the tiuc ftatcident of it. It 

rclbhed, 
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rcfolved i;fclh Were fuch a coitibiaation to take ■plactiji diere 
was at once an end to the govertitnent as well as to toon* 
llituMon l! rcfidance atiuch acri&a wereadopted| tlMijpeav 
pie would appear on the one fide*!and the kin^^ iordti at^ 
commons, on the o.her; that wotod certainly be a codli^ui^ 
nala tof icfidance j andaiiaA (afreftfiance nait toWt]^> 
tinned, provided the three branches'*^ the l9gi|8a«u)w ^ilip Ar 
violated the confidence repofed in them as to Wpidei'me're^« 
ance of the people abfolutcly neceflary. Groti^ihg an afgo* 
ment on a c^fe which could hardly exii^, was, howeifct^ A 
It If evident an ab urdity thtt he would not wafto In 

alfcdin; to^i^n it m anfwer. He would only put 
go 111 {enfe 'Hb the ri'^ht honourable gentlemen, tffaeun r« 
really thought itconlificnt with policy or even hiiaUni^'m 
hold fuch 1 mguage to the people i , ji ^ 

An am mpao propagate dotlnncsfubverfive of thecnnfttttH 
.1 >n niuA, at all times, demand his utmofi indignation. When 
he it I loufly rcflei 5 ifd on the bold avowal of ('ch lentiments, jho 
thought it* the duty of ever)' one to check iheir farchet Jnro- 
gteft and be fubmltted it fur tlie confide. 'i on of gentloinao» 
wh'I'ur the rccomnu ndation ot luch dodtines was or'dnut 


not .1 p upi'r parlrmt itary language, or a iancuagO*fit tobs 
held witui.i t!tu(e walls. The doctrine of rofiftatW^'RAS le|A 
eallI^ inlufcd into the minds of the people without dpors, and 
therefore gentlemen ought o adi cauuoully bef>rc tbey aC^ 
tempted to prop.igate fuch pilnc^ies. When thnt t&y 
arrived, he entertained no doubt but all would readily and 
ennfeienttouily diicharge their da^» till fuch an awful crlfis 
did, however* take place* he ho^ gentioinen would defift 
from the public ddculuoii of a fubjeft not only of the utmoft 
delicacy, 4 ut of (bmc confiderable degree of danger. 

'file right honourable gen'laman* he obferved* had endea¬ 
voured to give fome fpecies ol refinement to his expreiSons, 
when he talked of lefiftaace being a point of prudence raljlle^ 
thin of morality. The right honouraole gentlenfian wad' Oqt^ be 
believed, appnicd of the evil confequences to which fu^ ibn- 
timents might tend* more erpechdlv when they wete invigo> 
latcd by his poifoi^ arrows* itM^^ouDy flint thiough ^>e 
country. Kvery ignorant man would concede, he • 
right to refift every thing that did not accord with his 
and the refult might be nocking to humanity. Such langMgn 
would tend to bring all govermnent into di^p^aee, or at lei^ 
to render it precarious. Re was aware that the freedom of 
Ipeecb in that Houfi* gave every man a right of laying aimoft 
what he picafed* but every good and wife man would confider 
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of bis councib be^ve he fcattered them among the 

|>eo£l(^. 

The rwbt honourable {ren^cman did not recoiled, that* 
^ fane pf popularity, he was addreiSng that clals o 
who c^d neither IbfiQ por underftand a particular 
j and tihat when h<$ tSan (eduCefl the people through 
atie^um their iptellei^atd tfxrapadty, fiom their moiai 
nbhgitions, he redveed them to poiitieal or rather to pofitivc 
4 efpalr. He ii^Ugated thm not only againft the govcnimrnt, 
^ot againft the All men would relapfe into 

4ie original and barbarouc flalte of fociety; and the unfortunate 
pec^le be tailed againft their beft fnen^ their governors, 
merely beetle ther had been perfuaded that the m of rciliU 
jgpee was an adb of virtue. 

•' Haidttt|>eruied thus much,‘Mr. Secretary Dundas faid, 
bp ^sufioered the fubjeft more immediately before them. He 
biidSftencd to an honourable gentkmm (Mr. Shori<i.ui} with . 
the utmoft cunofity as well as the utmoft attention, particularly 
to one p u r ot hi» fjpeech, in which he fpoke ol the conduct of 
ce|tam foe ettes. With real fatisfadlion he had heard him 
that^ the v rws and objed of thef: focicties were 
n|tf)red; be had heaid him admit that thtic had been certainly 
mn perittcious principles propagated h\ the foc.ctie'^ 
Wlid ftut be bebeved there were fome difaircct<.J men am >ng 
tSel% but that they ^were much Icfs in point of number at 
tb in heretofore. Ht» wiihcd to heir rhe hoiiourahiu 
gentiemaogue lomeftrong teafiMis to the Houfe, in order 
tto oonvince them of the cons'eriion of thef<* gentlemer, 
wdtliout whi^ he, far ode, cuald not believe that they were 
fiipcere eoamtih In the ftrft place, he oegged to call to the 
reoelkdlioR of Ibe Houfe, that in the year 1792, wbgp Fame's 
faooicftrft blade ita appeatance, it was^opted wJih the utmol* 
warmth and avidity by the Conftitutional and the Londsui 
CfSCfe^Kpiaing Societies,^and lircuUted by every means i.i 
4^ power, all coiKurring in the pious hope that the mw 
tfltr of things would take j^ace. 

& wifhed to alk, what were the principles contained in 
a^Ubookf t here an <4lltack upon the monarchy, an 
upon the legiftatute, a hbsl upon the revolution, 
were ttte l^ng features of a fyfttm which they 
b the priodpleb of which diev mull haie approved, 
ig would have given hun moreuncere fatisfadion than 
, die nonuorable gsmtlenjiui to have come forward, and at>- 
npunced the if thole people, if it eaifted* d^at 

hatworable genthmen muft be acquainted with the circum- 

liance, 
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fiance, from his recent communication with them: the 
hon. gentleman, however, jenew better than to pledge hirri* 
felf for their fincerity, bccaufe he well know they w?re not 
fiiicerc i as a proof of this, he would refer the Houfe to a 
meeting held on the 2&th of Oflober, three day^i btforc the 
meeting of pailiument, in which they expreSedI themfelw 
in terms the mod infolent and indecent, in an adJrefs to hU 
Mijedy. In fliort, from the whole of their conduefi and 
front all their publications, no dout)t could be entertained of 
their defign to fubvert the conditution ; and he had rtot heard 
of any thing which led him to ftipiTofe they had altered their 
plan. 

He wiflied the Houfe to look for a moment at the addrefe 
voted at Copenhagen Houfe, to which he had before allu jcd^ 
and h iving examined its language, to fee whether or no there 
was any conncclinn between it and the atrocious attempt made 
immediately afterwards upon his Majefty. 'rhey ha J beiijn 
tuld that great reliance was laid upon tiic jietiiion which'had 
been prefLntcd to pirliamcnt fiom thel'c focietics. It was 
argued, ilia% by petitioning, they acknowledged that Houfe, 
the authority of w'hich they before denied : he begged to a(k, 
Y/hcM thj.'c petitions had been fent in ? not till after the pre- 
fciit hills had been propofed. It appeared that they could vote 
thimks to Dukes, Earls, and illuftnous charaflters, whom they 
iiad hitherto treated with the grolTeft abiife. If, hov/cver* 
thefe focietics h-J really given up their detefted fyftem^, and 
would even join the Whig Club, the prcfcnt acta would be 
wriftep^per ; they would nc\'er be carried into execution. 
Hut until he iusJ fome ftrong grounds ior believing 
this fudden chin.^e h:td taken place, he could not confeiu to 
lay down his arms, more paiticubrjy at a moment when he 
had c^r^enfon to liclicvc that they w'trc fparing no labour 
to make prof lytes to their c.iuf *. 

What l)c had hitherto faid, related to the preamble of the 
bill; he wouKI now obferve upon feme attacks which had been 
made upo^ the bill itfelf. It had been faid, that no magifiraie 
would a£t under the bid, and that therefore miniilcrs had pur- 
pofely omitic J ihc word required/* which is in the Kiot 
Ad i in anfvvcr to whicli he fliould only fay, that, in cafe of 
a riot, the magulrate was called upon road imm;'du:c!v,and 
from the preipng n.jtuie of the danger ^ under this ad the im- 
iRcdiaie was nor fo great, and, ihereft>rc, the word 

** requjrcd** was not nccellary. \Vith reipcel to the argu* 
ment iiptm the mL*a*is of giving notice of a mcciin^, he had 
to obfcive, ih.u fiom the nu:r.hcr of ncwspapvrv, it was not 

vuj-. li* J79;. K ti 
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likely that'they (hoiild Jiot be able to get their advert!fement 
iiifcrtcd ; but even if they could ^ot, they might go to the 
clerk, of the peace ; apd it was not true that, if the notice 
were notdelrveied to the jufltces, the perfons calling it would 
fieyanrwtrablcy becaufe th^ wpdld have obeyed the law 
in giving the notice^ and fix meeting would certainly be 
' fcgal. 

, Upon the wboh^ it wouM be found, by every calm and 
unprejudiced eR<|uirert that not one of the old eftabliifhcd 
mc^cSt in which,the people ufed to meet for the purpofe of 
petitioning, were interdi(£bd by this bill; and the whole 
queftionwould refulve itfelf kito the balance of two evils. 
As the law flood at prefenty it was competent to any man 
to call a meeting, however numerous; and to hold almoft 
what language he pleafed : finding the mifehief to which fuch 
^ jitenfe led, the queftioo was, whether it would not be 
tierfer to give up a part of that privilege, than to incur the 
dangerous confequences whfch might refiilt from fuch a 
privilege remaining in the hands of bad men, excited 
VO mifehievous purpofes, by others more artful! than them- 
iclves. 

With refpe£l to the arguments upon which gentlemciv 
relied fomuch, vix. that magiftrates might be guilty of great 
excefles under the bill, he could only fay, that if magillratcs 
acted wrong, they were amenable to the laws and mull be 
puniihed : they were allowed, in every a£l, a certain degree 
of dilcretion, which if they exceeded, they were expofed 
to the rigour of the law , and he faw no rcafon why they 
jbould be allowed diferetion in the Riot At^l, and not in the 
prefent bill. It hadbeen imputed to him, that he had faid, thatr 
thefe bills ought not be paflfed without the fenfe of the people 
was for them. He certainly thought that they ou^c not to 
pafs unlefe the people were convinced of the propriety of a 
jneafurc of the kind ; though he wifbed to be undcrllood to 
maintain, that cafes might hap{>en, in which it might be pro¬ 
per to pafe laws, even againft the fenfe of the tnajority of the 
pcdple. 

He then adverted to the petitions before the Houic, and 
the arguments which had been held upon them. He faid, 
that, with 4;erpe6l to the diftindlioi^ which had been made 
between of property and chofe who had none, it dr* 

pended, injm opinion, upon the nature of sthe fubjedl 
infiance, if all thp focieties were to petition againft this mca- 
he cenamly fhould riot Itften to them, bccaufe the objcfl 


.4 
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of the bill was to reftrain them*; and he conceived there might 
be cafes in which the petitions of the common people ought 
not to be attended to; not becaufe they were not deferving of ^ 
the regard and afFe£tion of their govern )rs, but becaufe they 
were more eafily mifled the true confidmuon of their owii ' 
fiitereiU than men of an^er defeription. Mr. Dundas took 
notice of the meeiing at Grocers Hall^ at whi^h Mr. Bofanqu^ 
prefulcd, aiid fpokeof the gentlemen prefei|^iivkh terms appro¬ 
priate ill praife to their ntuation, credit, arid chara<S^er. He at 
length concluded a comprefled but liiong argument, moil of 
it confiftiiig of matter ot pointed reply, by declaring than be 
fliould certainly give his a( 5 cnt to the .bill. 

Mr. Grey faid, that, at lb late an hour, when be fcfH him-, 
felf very much exhaufted, he fuppofed the Houfe might be" 
little inclined tolillen, if he endeavoured to follow the right 
honourable gentleman who had fpoken Lift, through the 
whole of his fpcech, which indeed was in many points of it. 
very difficult to underftand. Some pans of it, however, 
he could not avoid anfwcrjng, and thought that the right hon. 
gentleman ought rather to have attended to the forcible and 
manly doctrines his right hon. friend had laid down, than the 
milreprcfcntations that had been fent abroad againft him. He 
ftaieu wh .tMr. f'ox had really faid on the fubjedt of re- 
fiftance*, which he declar^-d was, ^ that if any mcafure, 
fubverlive of the conftiiution, and the liberties of the people, 
were attempted to be cairicd intociFedl, againft the decided 
opinion of a great majority of the people, the dodrine of 
refinance became a queilion of prudence, but w’as no longer 
a queftion of. morality.^* Reproach was certainly as much 
due to Locke, Sydney, and even Judge Blackftonc, as to 
his ri ght h on. friend, on that head. Mr. Grey reaiLa quma- 
^'tioirtroJR the ipeech of Mr. Doibcn, on the trial of Dr, 
SachevereJ, in elucidation of this; and faid; that the right 
hon. fecrctary had drawn a line of diilindlion as to the reiift- 
ance of our anceftors at the revolution, becaufe in that cafe 
the executive power had made a uiredl attempt to deftroy the 
liberties of the fubjeft; if, however^ the two Houfes of Par¬ 
liament fhould combine with the Crown to that end, would 
it nor, he a&ed, be as good a reafon for the reliftance 9f the 
people as againfl the ex^utive power alone. 7 he right of 
petitioning was one of tne ftrongett bulwarks of our liberties 
er(^ed by the revolution ; would not the people therefore, be 
jufnficd in refiilance to maintain it i if at any time he fvumd 
he could not confcieniiaully vote according to the inftruiStiona 
of bis conftituents, he would afk for the Chilrern Hundreds 
nud refign bis truiL 
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Mr, Grey read a long extract: from a memorable fpeecli of the 
late'Earl of Chatham on the fubje£t of the Middlefex Election, 
tending to confirm his argument, and after purfuing the train 
of rcafoning that Mr. Sheridan an^ Air, Fox had fo ably pre- 
occupied, he adverted to what Mf^ytcretary Dundas had fa id, 
riefpedtingthe petition of the bankew^ merchants, &c. propofed 
and agreed to at Grocers Hall. He defenbed the meeting, 
is exhibiting a fhif&ilg feene of manoeuvre and tumult, and 
thence inferred, that the petition rcfpediable as the names* 
were, that were fnbfcribed to it, was not more pure and im- 
macftlate than others, on which thofame fpecies of panogyrick 
had not been beftowed. With regard to the focietiesfomuch 
ailuJecf to, he faid, the right honourable Chancellor of the 
Exchequer bad raifed them higher in the view and confidera- 
titm.pi the publick than they could have expedled would hav« 
their rank and importance in the contemplation of man¬ 
kind. 

The L'>rd Mayor find, that at the Common Hall he thought 
^he majority agalnft the Bills j fince the meeting of the 
banlcers, &c. he was perfcdlly convinced there was :i great 
majority ot tbe freemen of i: favour of ihc i^ills. 

Mr, Parker faiJj iu v. a., picicnt at the mett-ng zt Grocers 
Hall, and confirmed every thing his honcuiable friend (-Mr. 
Grey) had ftattd in regard torh-t nivciing. 

Sir Saundc^fm gnve a ciictn.fl^nllal. detail of the 

origin and progreis ur the meeting at Grocers Hall^. tracing 
it from an i.n.uh'-ital meeting at Mr. Harman’s houfc, to 
another accidental meetmg at the London Tavern, from which 
the me-ting at Grocers Hall originated; hc<lMicd that any 
unfair means h^d been ufed to get poffcllion of the Hall by the 
party who poflt 'yed it. « <;. 

Air. n Anderfon faid a few words on the fame fub- 

ject; fiiC call for the queft'on was however fo loud that no^ 
thing but that call was audible. 

Mr. Orde fpoke in favour of the Bills, and taxed Mr. Fox 
with having y.;ried that night from the language he had ufed 
on a fcimcr cccafion, 

M/. begged to be heard two words in anfwer to what 
the laft fpeaker had f.iid. He declared that he had not varied 
in the ieaft that night from what befiad ever before faid, and 
aopealed to the boufe if he had; concluding jvith thefe w*ord&, 
mt if the honourable gentleman perfifted in faying 6>, 

no fpecies of contemft fo Jovi^ that he fliould not thiqk 
him worthy of. 
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Mr. Orde^ in explanation, aflured Mr. FoX that he miftoolc 
what he had faid, as he had not meant to mifreprerefit or 
offend him. 

The queftion being 

jtyes^ for 
Noes^ 

Majority^ 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Friday* 

The Duke cf Ancajler prefented a petition from the 
ration of Lincoln* iigncd in the name of the corpar^oa 
and inhabitants* by the High Sheriff* in favour of the pending 
Bills. 

The Earl of Lauderdale objeiled to the petition being re¬ 
ceived or l.iid on the table, bccaufe it was contrary to the 
eftablifhed forms of the houfe to receive a petition not ffgncd 
by the perfons from whom it was ftated to come, that mode 
of receiving pcfitions would lead to infinite inconvenience § 
be preffed it theiclbre on the houfe, not to let the prefent pre¬ 
cedent efcape their lordihips. 

Lord Thurlovj coincided in opinion; and the petition was 
withdrawn and tranfniltted back for fignaturcs. 

CONVLNTION BILL. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer brought up the Coiiventionr 
the Commohs. 

T 5 n tne motion of Lord Grenville^ the Bill was ordered to 
be read a firft time, and printed* and to be read a fecond time 
on WednclJay the gtb. 

Adjourned. 


for* a divinon took place: 
ircl reading* TfyS 
- St 
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HOUSE OF COxMMONS. 

Friday, DiC. 4 . 

Mr. Burdon begged ftave to epquire whether it was con- 
ffftent with the Orders of the Idoufc to prefent a petition 
a^inft a Bill after it had bfcn read a third time and paflc^f 

The Speaker informed him that he knew of no Order io the 
contrary. 

Mr. Burdon prefenteJ » againft the Treafon 

and 
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Convention Bills, from the inhai^itants of Sunddrland, in 
the county of Durham. 

RELIEF OF THE POOR. 

Sir William Taung moved tor thi i|r ond reading of the Bill 
for enabling Overfeers to eittenifpKef to the poor at their 
houfes. The Bill, he obfetved, was a matter of policy 
16 prevent the breafctng up of domeftic indigent families. 

Mr. Curw^n oppofed it on a former day, becaufe he thought 
it would trench upon theeredion of poor-houfes, and produce 
a partial diftribution oif. f^lief; but, upon a minute examina¬ 
tion of the Bill, he found it provident and juft, and gave it his 
fupport.- 

The Bill was read a fetOind time, and Will be committed on 
Jdondajr. " * 

Lang prefented a petition to the (ame eJlTc^t* from the 
and council, of the town of Rye. 

/m¥ PrMch BaJJet prefent^ a petition of fimilar purport 
from the Borough of Penrhyn, in the county of Cornwall. 

VOTES OF FARLIAMEHT. 

Tcavc was given to bring in a Bill for the eafier con- 
veyanceofthe printed Votes of Parliament to members in 
the country. 

KAVY ESTIMATES- 

The Houfe refolved itfcif into a Qommittee of Supply, 
when the Ordinary Navy Eftimates were referred to the faid 
Committee; which refolved that a fum, not exceeding 
^^624,152 IS. Vi be granttd to his Majcffy f r the ordinary 
pay of the Navy, including the Marines, &c. and the fum not 
exceeding 703,40cl. for the building and repairing Ihips qf 
war, SccT " 

ARMY EXTRAORDlNARfES. 

Mr. Hobart brought up the Report of the Refolutions of 
the Committee of Supply on the Extraordinarics of the Army 
when the refolutions were read a ftift time; and on the motion 
for the fccond reading, . 

General Smith made fomc obfervations on the latenefs of 
the hour at which they had been pafted, and condemned the 
amount of the article rf barracks ; namely, 330,oool« on the 
appKcadon of which he thought the houle fliuuld receive 
more iiiformaticn than had been given. l‘he General pro¬ 
ceeded to put feparnte queftions to the Chancellor of fhe 
Exchequte on various articles, v;hen the Speaker called liim 

to 
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to order) as the queftidn the General choTe to put^ fbbuld 
have been propofed in the Committee. 

Mr. Grry followed his dsfervaiions on the extraordinary 
charges made for bread .mj^ orapfe^ &c« an^ Jhid, he thought 
^it highly wortby of thelHps conlideratiph ^ the hoofed fhat 
a fum of ftich unpreced^^d magnitude as was ftated in the 
accounts fliould be voted Tor the building pf barracks, wMch^. 
jbemed to threaten ,the nation with a military government* 
He confidcrcd the bbjeft to which the money had been ap¬ 
plied ais incompatible with the the conftitutioh. He 

would however, he faid, take another opportunity of difeuffing, 
whether it was the real opinion of the houfe, that a garrifoned. 
force (for he could npt call it by another name)^ w|y» to be 
cftabliinc*! all over the kingdom. Even allowing 4:be; obje^ 
to he good, the fum which had been expended upon 
,enormous, that, in bis opinion, the hoilfe could ' 

with propriety. He would with pcrmifilon of the boinfe, 
once more revert to the fubjccl of difeufSon on a former 
evening, relative to the circumftances which had iirrpeded the 
failing of the Weft India armament. It had then been ftated 
by one of his Majefty^s minifters, that a confidcrable part of 
that armament had been ready to fail on the loth of Odtober« 
Of what confoquenre was that, when they cVmtended, that the 
expedition was of (uch a nature that it could not be divided, 
and, to make its due iinprcflion, fhould ail together? Not- 
withlbnding that boaft, and altl»ough the expedition had once 
faded, he was well informed, that the contingent from Ireland 
was not even yet ready. The troops from that kingdom had 
been a long time encamped on Spike Ifland, in the Cove of 
Cork, a d.»mp unhealthy place, choicn to prevent defertioti;' 
jMUvJbij^cing detained there lb long, the army had loft matiy 
m!n D^.reafe, and at that moment had 1200 men iick in the 
hofpital. On that place they ftill continued, and on the 28U1 
of November had not tranrpo? ts fufEcient for their embarkation 
by 3000 tqns, Ffom tiicfe facts he thought that mucb 
culpable tiji^ligctice attached to minifters. It was a fubjedi 
tiKU demanded enquiry, and as an honourable gentleman 
(Mri Sargent) had on a former evening exprefiid himieif 
ready for enquiry, he hoped it would be granted. 

Mr* Suntiify Dundas faid, that the credit taken by gOj» 
vernment for exertion was cxprefsly confined to that part 
of ^che expedition fttted out from England, and not a 
was mciitiotied relative to Irdand ; when the magnitude and 
complication of the armament was taken into confi4efatio(H 
he was pcifaeded, the moment all the relative Lets were 

knewa 
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toibvvtt, every candid mmd wdtild attow that every poilible 
c;ccrcion to cxp&dite the equipnient, and accelerate its failing; 
had been made. With r(^rpe(!9 to the choice of Spike Iflantii 
for the encampment of thV it could not be im- 

ptlted as blame either to the feleded that fpot, 

Of the miniftrjr who approved it was calculated to 

prevent the defe^on of th^e ^With regard to the 

t ^obje£iion, that it unhealthy, dW #as not the cafe when 
it was firft fclefltcd, its |»nwholefome^ys atrofe incidental from 
the advanced ieafon df .tife'year, and die general incon- 
vcniences arifing To remedy which, 

f overniwnt had fent barracks ill^frames with the (hipping 
)r their'cpibarkation, in order, if unavoidable caufc of delay 
jfiiouht itfeif, that the troops^might receive every 

|prai^eil^!^AC?ct)modatio^ and relief. 'I'he (hips had however, 
^Ifb, arid if not arrived, they muft have been dc- 
out of their courfe by adverfe winds, 
ilr. frr^ implied, that he did not mean to fay the ij(land 
was unhealthy in its cUmate, but that the men were un¬ 
healthy from remaining fo long in camp at this inclement 
feafofi. This was what he had been informed, and he be¬ 
lieved his information to be accurate. 


General Tarietm fpokc in vindication of the argument, he 
hid held on a former evening, when he had contended that 
themofi prudent mode of fuppiving the Well Indies with rc- 
udbrcccnents, would have been by fending out troops in 
dctachduents. 


Mr. Af* A, 7 ayhr obferved, that every thing confirmed 
what be predided about four or five years ago, when he had 
the honour to "bring forward a motion ccnceruing the ere6tiQn 
of barracks in the kingdom. When the fubje^ had been 
(iibOiitted to the confideration pf parliament, lie bad 
it to be his opinion, that they w'crc completdy unconftitii- 
tiojnal; and, from what had taken place fince, he would venture 
lo affirm, that Tf a fpeedy check was not given to the ntea- 
furcs which adminiilration were purfuing, a military govern¬ 
ment would be completely eftaWahed in ihc coun^. It was 
jmpoffible to refill this conctufion, when he contemplated 
the late do6lrirtes and mcafurcs of the houfe, and compared 
thm wtth the gradual increafe of barracks, and the alarming 
q|Xtenlk>n of the arniy. This great change in the hiHory of 
OW government was now nearly effected. DoQrines of a 
fingular and dangerous nature, ^iih refpccl tp the liberties of 
^^^pC9pleand the fpirit of the conftitution were held in 
pariiamciit, and tliejrc ^ were between 30 and 40,000 men ‘ 

cantoned 
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cantoned within a circuit of fotuteea mSiM round the metro» 

d ib. Under thefe cireum(bnc«, 'ho faw caufe of appro- 
(Con and ferious alarm. Was this a iituation fit for the 
reprefentatives of a free pemif to meet in ? He had originally 
condemned the princifdLw^r^^ mid toir&w to what 
pernicious confcquenc4^||[BfWv>iAd lead. jUis oppofitden^ 
however, had been'of ho MnHil, and the pt^tm|ile was fane* 
tioned by the houfc} tfiWi|[|^lheyMdffliCted,lhe principle, thiCy 
bad yet the pewer «o wdlm and ctmtltMd its application, and 
Diereiore were callod upon to diMBpfiove oi fuch an enom 
moJS.charge fet befi>re them lU thoiwDp) without any detail 
or explanation whatever< lIThat fim projed of buiimnff tft 
barracks m order to relieve the inn-kee}>er« tpas merdy a 
pretence to cover the'real defigii of converting >idiiii^ Country 
into an immenfe camp, in order thereby to fi^litnte the jibl- 
dier fithn the Citizen, and prevent their havii^ any eon- 
, tnuuipa of fentiment and feelii^; a cireumftaoce laid dbw« 
by ablefi writers on pditics as leading iafitllibly to the 
de^udtion of liberty, and particularly fo to this oouutiy, 
where it was now for the firft time contended, that the army 
was neceflary as an appurtenance to the civil power, in order 
to preferve the interna! tranquillity of the country. 

The Stcretary at War fuJ, *the compliints ot gentlemen 
relative to the enormity of the film were fo fiu* unfottadoJ, 
that though the general article of charge was under the name 
d bracks, yet diis head included mr^ for the cavalry in 
barracks, the additional allowance to innloecpers whfie bit- 
letted, and ibme other articles, that it would be tedious to 
have detailed. It Ihould alio be recoliedied, that if an add- 
tionai fum had been p»d for all iotdiers billetted, that cbar]|e 
would have gready exceeded the prefentj and tberefores w 
tift cooomy, the plan of barracks was clearly defunfibls* 

' Gentral TarUttn ^tended, that with refped to the Weft- 
Indu expedition, ifiniftry were to blame in not having it 
ready fooner. It might, and CMght^ to have fiuM three 
months, or id leaft tun weeks ago* He ridiculed the idea of 
keeping a gibat part of this immenie force inadive becaule 
khe whole was notiuady. If part only had failed, asminifters 
uootendsd ttey conM, on die 10^1 of 0<Sober, they woidd, 
be was eenfidenr, have been of great ofe in that quarter { 
and «)« ddgbt, by this time, have received the welcome newt 
of their fistbefa. Whereas, by prmtaaii^; the whole fered to 
the prefent period, it wasimbwous that they could not 
in time to leave them more dim fix weeks for soilH«9>^»pmii 
radons fiiice in the iiuliiig of fuch ait immeufe 
Voa. II. 1795. . F f and 
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«nd unavoidable delav vmidd certainly take place, from »** 
convenioKct tliat Might hayC oevn in a great meaAire pre« 
Vented the fleet had lad^ in dihrifions. 

Mr. Oiurttmf laid, thej&fi&^expences was no argument 
why the iiibjefl^ilMHtld oo^MB||||t up by that Houie, and 
,Mveftigaxcd wdth at(lMt|pa«^^|B|H^ the accounts 

.iacreafed, anfl yeas If difierent articles 

'were included tinder one was certainly un¬ 

warranted } and if.*hy remanf* j|MlijMe to hofpitals, the 
fiatement was Ihould, if they 

were ibund necelTary^) of the. king¬ 

dom : diey were, in ftWIBiir^MRiC^^ ftr won^ fortrefles, 
which feparatcd the folders fiiniDlmdwcr orders of the peo^ 
ole. The Moft excellent writers tin the conftitution fjfie ‘ 
J^Me 'Und'Ttidge Blackftone) had wifely obfetv^ 

tb^t w the jeaioufy of the Engliib would iioti|^Ji|c 
ttimr to be./vpoMtod ftom the people.” 
iMUTScks tdtndd entiifly do away the bi^ftt feltatUMy|ll|IJro'i'' 
from lb wife e meefure. It would* oot be iiadropKi^he 
iaid, to introduce a^cifie,a^t'on fpt tlie fums that bad been, 
and that were likely to bi^ i^ended on barracka for a certaiit 
number of years. ■> « had be^ i{a&nUal|ed, that the delay of 
^ Weft-Iodia artbdmeDt^WWi. in a great degree to be im- 
lyuted |0 fbe Mafter Geser^ cf Ordnance. He had feen 
Wil^ 'P^ fuch in^nuations iil the minillenal papers; and 
iiauhl cveyy careful enquiry he had been able to make, he had 
Ibqiid thorn completely unwarranted and groundieis. He had 
not pe^ of late in ^ j^It of praifiog that department at 
which w Wd pM|M^: but the humanity, attention, 
ond piditend^ of dnt ncKue lord,, to the various civil and 
mihttry:.officers employed under hitp,could not be fufliciintly 
cOMMended. The delay, be appre^nded, was ratftcM. W 
tyatdthrfl^ an innovation of late, made m the mode of pio- 
viding tliiinQmrts. M 

Mr. that ffio accounts laid before thO Houfe 

were,perfecVy iVj^iar^ and coiifooagb|««#ci the conftant 
piadlice. ^ ' n . / . 

iun. dedafnfr that i«, w opinion the 
«|h^ ereSion ^ ivaa hwjjly eMiavagan(» 

aip# a .ntpft uncptffiittitiomill ^tu». The manner in 
smi^rthc Houfe fecoied to away the money nf dien 
4Mpffiit(iiift^,had long excheihil furpiife. .Minillws had 
?A.... ^5^'||j|i50,iit,jutiapa} Uxtodtng immenle fums 

VaaiKMwy,dq.iinponnitutional ohjedls, They 
tj.fnKinpc th. vimlitiatio the«felvc« hy feyin^. 




the peHbn* who W(ii« «!a^tcg^ li^ government would be 
if the Tuns which ej^rtd^i were not made 


gtMfd to them by that Hou; 
'Viduaii ihould fnffitn''*" 
fquandered awar. Ai 
confulting earOamen^ 
temerity, ^ouid 
leave miniftrtito 
contradors, with 
<«utious. He 
refolution the 
As to the lar^' 

«aprdcd for the trodf^ 



,much better that indi- 
jl^ablle money fhonld be 
wonlld fjtecDlat^ wtthouc 
^ |he"fd>^ of thdr oiha 
«*|a-pife m |tfivilege and 
,fb« own condud, Ac 
awd) woutd be more 
l^r leaving dut ttf Act 
eredion ofndrracki. 



was faid inh^ee|>Bra 

_ __ught ii better thatra targe fuoi 

be voted for An pvipofe, lAaa that the *jd>n%Ktitioh 
injvred. Mr* Vytiitbrta^' Aen tllt;iVe<|« Thit 
beatneaded, by leaving Out AeJbm 
«- 6tc. of barracks.*' ' ^ C / ’ ' 

rolb to (eeoni the aqiendment cf bia honoui'* 
abRNrieiff. He imhlldered it as a' Ae fyftem of 

nnmfiers to eftablim arilftiM'y al) over the kidgdomf 

in order to compleat atAlfitti^’^^rmtlfnm; and Aerefore 
Ais article^ of all oAhm tiad'lW |lretcn^t> a plarc among 
Ae ** i!.xtraOrAnaries’' ot tW Ife yrns convinced* 

Alt if Ae whole ot the expefim w Ac crediun of 
to Aeir prefent extent had been ^ titcufifted, and Jn ’ otm 

f eneral round Ann, (ubmitted to the cotUideration 6f thd 
lo fe, It would have (otjrtd but fcebie'iruppott and tt^re* 
fore he was deAroUB,‘Aat even at Ate time it 1^6^ lA 
developed,^ and fubmitted to thea|^ a Aibjed ttf dp^ tAd 
fqiarate difeufiion. fidSdits beti^ unconAitutibnal hi its ob> 
te^i, It was become a mlwe government job; he had^htard 
'*'6SPM-i^Aaftere being dj^mted, with large falaiii^ , 1 ijjheni 
there were no barracks, ard no intention of tl|etn* 

With refped to the llR^eib*Indi8 qi(pedition, bewlflm (or 00* 
Aing fo much as a Atirrenquirjr ^0 the He hoped 

that it was ^iiAnUihA tM^admialiftnulon th inAiiute an en¬ 
quiry intti pwir b ele sMrilitfteniih War, and then he would 
have an inhuman n^gled of dj^"; 


expeditk 


there wal net only an extmvagunt wadli ^ 
of tiAditre and atJlOiui hoitoatV but alio of the hvea ot A<:%J 
counwymeo. * ’ , • ' ' 

Tht tfumciHor tf fdr MuciffWf &id, with re^ed| A 
proiofed m^uiry, aMuded A by the honomable,^ 
he could allure him, that hd Juft as le^jr to 
he could be to let broit Idot* and therefore, on Aat 

I f2 
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it would not tie fieceflEity to re{)lj' tt> any tiung that had beeh 
Cud in tha tourfe of the night on that fub^. 

Much ob&mtion had aeei|f|Bade relative to the prineSpIe 
of eieding barrack* i it fltiyd ig^fei waVer, be recolIetHed, that 
'tile Houfe bad decided thi|l|li||M Aill difculfiony 

iMien gentlemen had llai <(tfliiilM|pff|uir every argument that 
£ad been brought forwa!MliR<‘till^|l(|^t debiate, which yet, 
however, were tKSttimughbMiil|iMim maintain the opinion 
llasy elpouied. He tpncwv^ thil could be more 

obvious, than that ^ai|l>i|| 4 fiefueb a 
ftate of difcipline, tltil^ *>*>d ^phcable to 

lervice, when called uplw iof fur which it was 

conftittttBd I otherwiie, inflfea d onl^Ppadlfig peace and ordtf, 
it would be the parent cf violence and anarchy. 

' no^ expeded, that he &oidd enter 

if tbit Mificiplev irom the incidenttiobk 
htijhi keb |llaMnr' He was, neverthelei^ ready ati| 
enter fully upon tiitf lU»e^ and re-inveti^te 
on udlich it W4* fuMorntd, whenever i^lieilMiia tbillljtiit 
fit to bring it rq^tSltiy ta^e the Hduiet but at preAnt be 
«n bound to c e u Be i be Cf^a a priiw^ faaAiouM by die 
Houfe, and to adHyHilk atMdiU|||m.''^tie application of tte 
ptindple, he admitted in every inftance^ under 

ifib ihibt^on and'tontilOOl'of tiib Houfe, and he was theMfetfe 
Jlieaffbrd Any detiil of information that might W re* 
^tred, tmd to enter mte h dbfence of the numbers, iltuatioo^ 
aild ei^cnce of die barradks: I'be accounts be believed to 
hi aeeWAy^i^aild hi ifdgard^tiw general tmlicy of the meafure, 
tfever .it i|inA neeeffiaf^ was necefi^ at prefent; when 
' asMe tbih ^ ufual prei^k>ns wete to be uken that the 
tbldi^ Alight not be perverted feotb die purpofes of defending 
tbtlr cojuitry; He admitted that the expences wdfS^Rc.^/, 
W 'tiiMp weie fuch as the Cdety of the country abfuluteiy 
nwiim 

Mr. Ftx ibidl^it was a featidaious profecution of the fyftcra 
with which eve^y meifivd WM iaiely Afnmied through the 
Houfe, te enter into dbe <y bi iwd l l>r»' nl fiUMdbwiidbe extra- 
iMiimi^of die army the other 

M^diad 8 t had'made an im pbid il Bii dti theipiittyhy no means 
^ti*Hr banotir. Could file liktfe Cud ndlbntimeitt of won- 
dbr, dwt the extraonfiaariei «F tiie army for a broken year 
A^dWN^tO3y90(vebdk ftwastttterfhacintiuaconfti- 
jljteoii tbdfewAlt a^prov^liusfbr thrfeextraordinanest but m 
'^^mMikion, it was the sdiwikaft pud moft vulneiable part of 
npeStajj^MdlMb Add the dWy pimipit m which hr could be 

defended 
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dksfended or juftificd «w iie nreefitjr of it, finoe nothing 
ought to be extraonlioaiy in tlic otMtent expencea of a nation 
that could by any poffibdity^be avoided* it therefore ought to 
be watched wkh great »ig^a» and care^ Among the ac¬ 
counts be found 300I. payment of foe foes of a 

Knight of the Bath! i iiH M it Jiit.afinY e:xtraanitfHi|7 i m 
found aifo 300I. charpilnlrOdif^W^tf^ Ft«i||;ncfc North 
Corficai Was fois sRnoiyMihKfntim As he went 

on* he found fums itfigfi nfm nttfadhiitri chaigedibr purpofes 
of more mifchiadalfojyiideni^t^ was charged for 

erecting of barratreroJitl^di w ^^^ of Commons were 

called upon t» having been oOnfulted 

s^ngthe pu rpWM i ^ edii^4|e (honey was api^ied* with- 
any eftimato of foe charges having been jGibmitted to 
<|tQR* and Without any account* or fo awich pa foe 
of UU account, of the mode in wi^ foe money 

K How did they Icnodr that foi^ fod not ooft 
tyjfoUJids f Had an beeh made out 

_ihif fott the ewpence bad he^hf Inquired in confoquence 

of Mch a minfoer Vev- Low|eo* and fo nuny in a cwtain 

part of foe country^fofoificallj^M might have been 

enabled mjudge wheper ^foe €(||hF <d^#orfoy of the ex- 

S e» aofo whether foe fopenfPjjw the khft that it was pof- 
p incur m attauiiuf foiyicljeSb m matters had been 
mawiged, they knew not whei Wj had in return for foe de¬ 
mand which were that day calfod upon to aaTwec. They 
could neither tell their cooflitueots* yhofo money they had 
voted for them* what the bamdca were» or where tfogr were 
creeled. They did not know whaytonpkufaad been hu9r, 
vfoat real expence was covered hy me charge* or whether 
foe expeace afoually ipoKurred was fuch as could at aUJuftuy 
tks- JSUUUid which was made* It had been fatd bf tHie seme- 
tary at war* that the Maftcr General of the bmrpclki Was an 
excellent man* and every way qualified for foe ottm which 
he held. He had 00 doubt <x it* £ut becaufe the Secretary 
at War had been {Jetfod ;to dwjare that he entertained a 
good opfolMii of 1^ M|ft < r figliyt^>f thi. barr-cks* was that' 
a reafea 0 foe votuig xway gjikoooi. 

of foe montqr MJtfmr imift)fo«njh I PtpiA wtwe foe Secre¬ 
tary at War haa&d/it wMovidmit foat be had tumfolf never 
fo much as examined foe uceopitsi he had taid foat mder 
foe heed of.barrades were t»iu|snmended foe bofpitil fx- 
pences* foe expefon of forage^ tig* in lookihg over foep;- 
counts* however^ he chfet^ ^[^te ohargm for foifo 
ntfoloh |jle fodoflt miSifM fitke udvuntage qt 
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attention, but the cRpenre was fp epottitPiRi that he could not 
let tt pdfs unnoticed. Tlie right hpMtAtfable gentleman had 
faidy that it might be proper lot the. tjoafe to enquire inu 


dtai any apology for 
that aftord an excufe 
ftimatus to the Houfr, 
)rtnnity of judging 
'ft, was procufeo in 
qf money were 
H weie lufpici- 
lit were tlilcob. 



[ & expofing the 
’1[’heii coudi^ 



the policy of crewing barntikst 
what had aheady bwn 
^ miniflers not havtagfubi 
tmt fo tney m.ght tave ^hpd 
wbrthtr the advantage^ fuppd|pgitlot 
the belt' ud cheapeft way ? ylflm ftcli 
thds i-xpcn^ed for 
Difs, was it matter of nranly 
tert d ! tnmifters feemed t^ w* 
dcfei^ls and blemiflies of fllRii 
was not uiitih^ that of 0r. Swift, wht^ when he wifla 
ex|H>fe the weaknefs of human nature, recttrbed tfxrj 
crfptions tothe charader of the Yahoo«. 

With re^fe^: W <9*^ I‘>dia expedidon^ atl,, 

'heard only tended ntorc'^d more to coid^oi the 
for enquiry. It had Keen ftated that the expedition i ., ^ 
fo ikil on the loth 'of pan itt it at Icdft, and 

foat it was detained ^ cPtWhiy'winds. |« appearedtiowevcr, 
that, ib late as th&,<!^8th fif Novemhet lafi, the tranfports 
were not reai^i Rndt aNhuMiigb it had been averted alfo 
^t4heip muft have .heea ififtained by contrary windsy 
' it was fo^y puffible to fuiipide that they could have been 
detained by contrary wh-ds irom the loth of C)<fiober 
to |hpdl8th of November, , ^ right honourable (.ciitle- 
nnit had Kihi, Weed, thpt he was wil ing to mc,t in> 

S tioa. 0tit how r J foiJ sy enquiry, but by aflcrtion, by 
ig^liS'frlW to afleftilR, and claiming the victory by a 
' the queftinn. ** I (faid Mr,'Fox) with tor no fuch 
anettitigs. X<et him infiitute qn enquiry into his cc«wte%»“’ 
and if fafl wj^l beat him out^ then let him come forward, 
proud of hit innocence, and cbaHenge the mciic which is 
doe.** He bad, however, no hopes that they would ever 
content to meet him on the gronod of enquiry i and he beg> 

S :d leave to remind the% thi«t.^«^aMR Ancb cre- 

'{Wtbat wai their oWfi cpwoBfibi} that it was hot much 
for tiw cnfdh of thh J^ouie, Rhd l^stat was notmoch for the 
crclk of the nountry, tut no enqtnry had taken jdaie mto 
the tWdu^ of file W, ’ 

Attumg others whlcti the ri^ honourable gentleman 
badairge^ of great importampo and Well w^tby notice, be 
badWontended, that it waa a,Mbi|S^ h^ to have tlie army 
lb dnhifdhted as to be heft fttted to iW purpofes of prptcdlmg 
the tnmquillity of toe couticty. Xo the maxim ip toe ab.> 

ftratt 
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finu% hi had no Sl^e^oili. How did the rij;ht honourable 
goitkman mean to apply it ? If he meant that tne army ought 
to hi kept feparate Irum the people^ and ought nbver to min¬ 
gle with them, no do ^lfaiflp ji OMW have a more hoftile afpeft 
to the conftuutiph Ojf’lHHpwitam^ When the army was 
tkept fecluded from thunpp^.th|iy"'i|iecamc attached to dif¬ 
ferent intireftt thaA> wuK %rMkn it wai their piovance to 
guard; when they iiM!rtf|dnlii^d to mingle with their fellow 
Aibjeels, it would 6) to make them thke up arms 
againft their W i^9ir|;ty of King James, pre¬ 
vious to the >■> m which ther 

had no oppottlMRt^ilf'In^jjlP^RjIinth the pcop'e, it was pro- 
hi|Me thrtt thiy wcAiildVbtl lave flllown doi/n tueir arms, when 
tMiH if were called upon to cipoufe the cauie of that uofurtunam 
A flanding army was at all times dang^ro^SJ but 
was ke^t apart mm the people, thp evna^to beap- 
;*V|pplmS from it i^ncreafed to an alvming height.' In other 
tVpiL^niift'ers would not have darfd to vindicate that fyibm 
of slaiiitary government, which th^’ were now attempting m 
eftablifli. All regard for the c^nftttuents was hoteever loft 
fight of, in the oOoftitutiop Iflelf was no more. In tines 
like theie, what ftridee'of HuftSfrafy povy«r could ixcite fui - 
prife ^ Hy the Bill whiOn the preceding night, the 

fotuidations of Englilh liberty were deftrdyed; and th^e who 
had tin lermined the foundations, would havC little ,fi:ruple to 
derooliih the fabric. 

TA, Chancellcr efth Biuhepuriti exidaoation declared, that 
he had laid nothing which inwimsed that the military ought 
not to participate in the fame and fentlments as me 

great botly of the people. 

Ibe Sea etary at fPvr fzidj that Ic ua$ ready to apfwer 
atiy intfance of abulc which m>ghc be produced. With re¬ 
gard to the Board of Ordnance, no blame was afrribeabie to 
tiicm, on the contrary, peculiar praifc was due to General 
Delaney, the Supeniteenaant of the Barucks, for his atten¬ 
tion. 

Mr. Setrttarf remitided Mr. Fox that tie mu^l 

hive known thfe iatentton of mimftefs to putthp rxtraorui- 
luries to the vote the night they were carried, an I )tr he had 
’ ot exprelTed any difapprobation then, nor .had he miimaUd 
any wiih that they Ihould not hi brought torwu^d that 
i.isht. 

Air. Steclf vindictted the cein<|tldl of tniitiders, w,!th re- 
ipcct to the time at wliiJt they Itfnug' *- fo> wtrd .he {ttiirraotw 
Jmaries, and contended, that the acc ut ts * <t ' ten made 
out w.th the utmpft accurac) am n.iut). i. iitted, 

th.t 
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that there was fame eroani ef eomfiainty that no eftiswte» 
had been prepared, ft bowevert beeafilyreconcAed, 

dut there muft neceflaiily w oonfiderabie di^ulty in die 
way of preparing my cftonRitfb f* which the Htmb could 
proceed wt^ certainly* In 930,000!. for bar* 

racks, were included dISeimt atlp||% film as ooah, candles, 
andheer, which had been fomtilMcodM; foldtecs. 

Mr. /mt eiqMiredt and fiM W wfidy hUoded to die taking 
into confideratioh die eaEnwdia^^ of t||e,araiy at a late 
hoar of the night, and 
* Geturel Taimen aflei«|N|p WeSM 

lies, heretofore, never wMd Adwied ^ ^Oit^dayi but the 
light honourable gendemea did not (bent to know the natitte 
of them, they were too comidex and intricate for their «!!<•( 
derflaOding.' One ef them iHNi indoded hdjn'tais under 
head of hvracks, bat be fiNtnd f fiinher fum -of i rtA i l p 
for hd^Mtala.. Ulieie wee aHbfor fiipplyuig bread, diipll^ t 
Jtc. 140,0001. 

The Houfe diindedi < ^ 

Ayes (Fur ijtu W^liilArt§As Jbfaiem) 28 
Noes — 74 

'Majority • 46 

While ftrangers were exdoded, which was die ca(e fin* a 
more tbhn cNomnary length of time, General Smith made a 
motioD for recenunitdng the report of the extraordinaries of 
1^ army. 

Mr. /WkdUbd, that fdiaiever might be the intention of 
building barracks, the eweft would be, that the foldiers 
weidd be prevented from partktpatingin the gfinera^, 
fcntimenfo of the people; and with refpe^ to the *ea* 
eellenee ef the tyftem, be was ferry to fay, that during 
the laft twelve montha^ the fotdirrs had been far from being 
wati difcl^iiwd, and a dtfpofidon hadbeen evinced to mutiny. 
He wifom to have it adeerddned, wbdtherthe troops evinced 
a grantor di^fidoti to nmtiiiy wboii th^ wore tiaartered in 
barr^du, thon when they wett nou With relied to the 
mom^ voted, he wotdd it to dke hmoar of gentlemen, 
whedior fiicb barge ftum Mgbt'tobe voted without fooie en- 
qinry? I^ai''accomif ooimOfaoy five their eonftitadnts of 
the grounds and leafims of fiach n vote} They would be un- 
«Uc to give them adyt and fofo9y iocapdUke of faying who 
thdr the money hw bema ahMl Utit good or bad purpofes. 

' ' Ue 
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IIsJh^Dgfore aj^ved of ^ nodoe fiir «bo«i»ktiB^ ibat^ 
tVilVuim Smib faid, he (el^liidi(e]f,a^jl In the repol^f ' 


ldt9^ that he bad al 
barraetcf: and he h«4 al 
a fimocial vieat. tft « 
vdted, without any 
able gemlcman. had 
theiametirl 
nourablc gei .. 

but (enporary t. 

'evil|^b^<^ 

fit 




rdhment of 
vote in 
wat to be' 

It h^nout* 

iiluxi upon 
. , ie fight bo« 
the Bills werp 
^ remedy for atetn* 

^ -d|f brick andftone. Were 

they liieie hocmafed, as dtw had 

^ .. 1 - 4 ,. ..I t 


*^f*L 

thMUk «A 

:ka weihej 
luld tei 



htely* dnty woidd contain 40 or < 0^30 1QI4b» li^ch 
^ tMM^ than the peace SUbU^mqiitef fte 


'' ^ s* . 

,, faehad alwayaleth&fhcpagaiiiftdte 

It or barfaeiks} and (eren addiitdna the vruutU 


W?:ro MX. liu cqwiu IOC paiaCCS QI Dt. 

Jamefs and K^nfingaik.au||d^|i(^ nam magnificence 
(hu the two palaces togdter. Me ththishi the ereSfion of 
bafwein likMy to alienate the hIbItioMtof the pet^ from 
hit Maj|«fty> pit whomhe^jSlH^ia^y 

Mr. «3ffaid, te gave ipt0o4 

intention m tfw cfemion of hana^t’^ fiatadtlMi hi*. 
M him » 


lative to an expicfiion ofi4 ddE^OOxhaye barraol(»«r«»^as i 
a defirable proK^aion of JMW iM|<titt^^ 
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feftt charge ibr barracks was ©nly down «) the 5th of Atigt^ 
laft, and money wasftillduc; the majority of them were 
only building* He wUhed that muiifters would come forward 
Vim a drciaratitlli how much would complete the plan* that 
Houfe might determine Uj^ (he proprk'ty of purfuing it. 
He bdieved he was moderate, eAeahe Utid, that, in addition 
to the 6oo,oooI. which had been catpended, the& barracks 
would coft one million tnoset , 

Mr. Whiiibrtiiii meti^ Was then negatived, and the report 
was agreed to. , Ji, , , 

Mr. Grey moved, iftere he laid beftwre the Hou^ 

an account of all fums^of money ertpended on ^barracl^ in 
Great Britain, Guernfey, and Jeriey, (together with the 
money laid out for bedding, furniture, and utenfils in the 
feme} which have b^en created between the ift bf Jgno^jr, 
1790, and the ift of ^December, 1795. Alfo, 
of the Aims now due for the fame; and an eftimaK'lirnU 
Turns of money which wiU be oereSry to compleat as 
are now built^ or are intended to he hmlt.”>MOrdered. 

. Mr. Shttidan then mainA for ** An account of foe num¬ 
ber and names of all barrade mafters* and other officers, ap¬ 
pointed to fjperinteod foe laid fevera banacks, built, or in¬ 
tended to be built} with an account of foeir Ihlat^ and 
cmolatiients.” Ordered. , 

PEtlTtOjlK tOK Ann AGAIKST THE TREASON ANW 
SltniTIOOa MEETING felLtS. 

. |ifr. i>Mtr*wI)epreieQi6d a petition from the freeholders of 
foe epaatv of York againft the Bills, which had been put 
into his naadis by a worfoy Baronet (Sir William Milner). 
4 t was ordered to,lie on the i^le. „ 

Mtf’ff'i&ttjirce faid, hbiwfe to prefent a counter-petition 
/rota Yorkflure. <)U<9ti;ied|| that foe mode in which the 
petition, preAmted hX i||a, ho^iabli; colleague, had been <d>- 
yained, was Very un&ir. ..Ihhe meedng was certainly rcglarly 
cajiled, buttheoppofersrf thpBffii wiSiad me tp let the fop- 
pttkfxs vf foem hole / ' * 

Mr, WOberforte fiM^|mp|ie him^if #aa in York when 
.thadBeetil^T for foe he capered, freun 

jfoe mapaer in whi4i it wat|,e«imii9ted, and foe manner in 
whieh ne, found the fifondis w't^iwoiititm endeavoured to mi(- 
teprefimt foe Bilh^ <hnt he^wtelo he «ut*frafnbered. Thofc 
Whbhiiadced a petifton li^^syK.fo« l^ills, font far all their 
friends u> foe We» JUdntAb ^ idfevittirei and took cate 
jfoE to make the pti^ tvMfo %r |Hk>- 
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i!tton. The fame fort of mHripr^ntation wasiifed sn that 
which ha4 been ferit to informing peribns there 

^ajt'the bankets aiid' merchants' the citjt London, the 
ixoi^e of Weftioti^r, of»'1S<u^ and Mid- 

dt^i^, unanimously. opp&^^^'SillSf ’ ^fle l&W :^at a {»per» 
couched in the.vay1ah^^N^;'^i^ti 'thar'S^ &■ Newcaftle* 
was trahfmitted'to Yc^tfyii^;;THia paper grofsly m^frepre- 
fented, noto^ '^plej^vfaut the Bills 

themfelves. pepublic fenfe was 
decidedly in fav^r of fellij jiy orkihirc. It was. a re^ 
Ipedable countyhe was about to 
prei||nt a proof,' 0 it #as' by a very confiderabie 

nutter of refpeiSaUe 'Wines. ' They re/leded cooliy on the 
pnd Sad preJedted the petifjon to that honoui^lc Houfe, 
idea that the Bihs, *if palled into laws, wers 
tH to them the blelfin^ of the conflitu- 

Sir/i^ir faid hje.vilmd Bie of Torkasmucb as any 

gentleRiao^ formen of worth S^Eidindependence of charader; 
he cpiildnot^ |)^evcri but rei|^^tii^ h^ much the other Side 
of Ae Hpu^ tb^xtdt the CircumAartep of receiv¬ 

ing a pttitim'in Atvour bf theicmeafuises Aom that county; 
tSeyhad . not" taken iht fame notice of a petition from the 
counties of Suffolk, of Surry^ or of SiBiid.lejex, Wf^ which 
fiircly, if a criteria of the ex^ei&i^ of .pjiblic.pf^iiipn was 
to be forn^.by petition, no.cpmp^rC&n.could hddi. neither 
had the peptiops from diS'erent pppulol^ places in the iiamp 
county, as i^eeds, &c, 

numbers wbu^.Sl^h^ tbe^ latter'pi^dons am^i^d td near 

20,000. ' ,,,' ''' ■•' 

The Jttornty Getter^ dpcljt^ that after wSat hap^x^d dip 
preceding ni^ht on the |i^lig df tlie Bill, he could l|dtavoid 
faying a few words, as# App^tit jyrtinciit to the j^eat 
pettion. When-he thdlt^ to mihd' the tranfaitionli that 
formed the bafe proceedings in the l-ft Ilafe trials 


at the 

pret^am^^ 

cbr^iiitjy' Wjrj.—- 

’add^ed^,>rpbA^'^ 

turii^ 'jpr 
what they'.ci3lii^ |h 
of the vfiri anoliidjfiiffl^ 
of W,p|^ met, 

1 :;>r1c$i aaW Wlarfy -i&ne 


: not ,av-6id thinking on tbp?|»tn 
cdBnty. iSocictici tiis*iej'aSmg 
ittbi in'Sheffield andl<de.^t 
iV^tion; ii|id ffie Cofiivbnitibn're¬ 
lied in ntpin^iMhlng 

"brbre' tfie’^tffis 

-'■-jli’: ^vbiyiog' j a«il%'llin- 

^ _. rp,)^m^u '4t 4va|ii|':#iffi'at' 

d toiiiki: dc^iW^ ifd Scotch Con^n- i 
O g 2 tion. 
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tion. When Mc^ings we^tfs ftequeiit, in confequcnce 
• of fome being profecuted and abfconding' from -jufticc, many 
of them went dowd to Sheffield to ahnfe the right of pctlfipn. 
Xhcrc it was |nib}ie}yi]eclared',; 0 i^;ibe^'nOv«r would petition 
parliament: for they maitiladiied'^t die Jegiflaturc was not 
’’competent to redrels thtihr'; and declared they 
would teach the 558 gentlemen wbd compofeo the Com¬ 
mons to go about their Xlw atarmuig deitgns and 

dangerous praflices of jocieties waa proved by evidence 
on the table of the conftitutio!) anJ go¬ 

vernment were brought^lmt^pi^rit by bad inert, who fet up the 
pretext of having grievances to oompt^n of, as a plea fo’ their 
, aflembling^with far different view-s and intentions. 

The Aitojney General aidyertctl/to the band-bill fe:t down 
to Newcaftle,. mifrcprefentiiig the counties of Surry and 
Middlefex, th& cities of Ldhdon and W^eftminfter. 
per he repegted it, „gwe.,the mift fiUacious .iccount’«"the 
Bills, om«ting,4b9»f..b®ff provI%n5jj^ and ffatjftg reiilfiiiSions 
which they dio.nct The dhiin^es aiid pTa<»s aHuded 

tojiftoni; that niiAq5rci‘cr,c*tipj^^ ncrefo aUrmed, as to petition 
againll tiie.Biils. jHsncq if was,that Ae flicriff ot' the coohty 
of Northumberland was. called ppon to iigr a leqiiififiori for 
a meeting to vote a petition againft uk- BiliS. “He^'fcitew,' 
,, from essf ericnce, dia^ the inhabitants of thht cotin^, were 
ftiends .cpnffifbtipn ind government j and he was 

: . certain.tbsit the Bills, when, paiTdtl into laws, would attach 
thcro-ijf .poffibi^ uill roofd tb'ithc conftitutibii mid govern- 
mei^ ■ 

, i Xav fa|^, .tl)|i* ffmilar proceedi-^? both tboft to which 
die learned ceptleiMh glided, had affii talcfeti place in Mid- 
' d!rfcx,,: ,in 'W^minfler, in^l^lbwafki and in Surry. He 
aientie^d. tb*t pctiliona agalro' thiif Bills had been received 
from nearly tweitfy thdwM pe^ country, fo that 

. ' the honc^^blp gendfhwn eu^^: no means to datter hitn- 
,• felf wimXp tfedifivc a mj^ority-^s he laid leprefenMid.. 

‘ ' '^'^ pptitioB was.prddr^ to Iwtm diefnbleiV^ 

Smith rinded i^Q^XKitde t^. b|<h^ .(iigge^ed 
iiii^dnienV W ' one of tbe- i^js' which jl!^’|tiarned ,gena 

snbroad, and<jnoit,jiilpt fhemf^V 



^ey, at 


■Qjread 
.find the 


% the;iSdnfe by a 

^ionfi^ne^MlinM^ ^ffitafned ,,^;ds of 4ipn fuffi- 




Aance of die ameiiteicInM i<£d«f 
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al^m had arifcn from the Bills themfelveS) and not from mi£ . 
r^cfentation. , 

. Mr. Secretary Dundas prefentcd a petition from the mer¬ 
chants and roanufaffurers «£ Glafgow, in.'^avoar of the Bills 
then pending in parliam^/ , , . ' , 

Mr. Sherida’i prcfentec^u^her aga'inft the laid Bills, from 
the town of Strathaven. , - 

They were ordered to Jiie on the table^ 

Mr. JVm. Smith prefented a pe^tion, which he faid dilFt^ed 
entirely in irs nature from the many that had been lately pre-' 
fehteid; it was a petition from fcveral perfons, wlio, with 
divers others, had engaged with Mr. James Morgan, in a 
■fubfeription for the loan of the year. The petition was 
l?»|fght up and read. The following is a copy; 

To theJhnUMrtil'Ic Ifiufi rf Csmmens in Fcfrliflmcnt a£mhi(d». 

W£, whpre naitie-s, lie Ucicunto fubJc»it 5 ed, being peifonawho, vfjrh Uiver, 
ochcnit bad engaged themrelves in a iuhfcrSption, under the management aad 
conduct 0^ Jam^ t>f Kcnfiagtbli^^ in the county of Middlefcx^ Ef*!* for 

tl*c purppfc ofmaki'ig 4 Ivan to tlie public of fuch money might be wanted ibe 
the public.fervice of ihc jti cfeat year* 

Do aioA humbly repn-fent, , ' 

« That for fomc lime previous to their forming fuch fubfeription, f or the pur* 
pofci bcfotc-mcntioncij and prior to the ajth day^ of ^fWcmber Ufb, it wa» 
matter of public notoriety, that the money wmted for the publk fernenvvas 10 
be horrowed On a competition of otTers, whereof the adraaUgeous to the 
public w.i£ tobe Accepted. 

That this method wg^by the Right Honourable'the Chancellor of bis MajeCty'f 


.Exciicq^ier communicated to the Governor of the Eankof i-n^lond, as l&iifual ui 
fuch cafch, and by him to the fold James Morgan. 

That, in confcquence whereof, yout petitiontrs formed A thenifdvea 
pi in i‘f bcfoming Id idcrs 4^ loati. , , ; 

That the laid Jaroe? Mwgan having infoimed the Right ^J^hourablc tliff 
Chau Ci'llor^ofo the of Hi readinefi to ticat fir thcloani, he was in¬ 
vited to the day of Novcqad>er 1.^, wbi«;h day .Was fivt'd 

for the commh&jtiLdixr tff the\acttrQv and octo&t of the loan^ in order tlut the 
iofended bMdees migtt bejStepAred i^gaUft thoftimp bidding, 

wdiich 

That the fold Jamas was then, for reguefted tb deebire 

whether he wo»da agrie ^ Ifoi forl^‘ foah, ^ taMtditir^ that by 

him (Ch^lodd it turn out ito %e the ' 

.'1. ■ VS'. , .*•. .w- . ', * 'by 
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%fy oiKsnrig to advt^c the money at a rate more advaniageono (o the p^ihlk W 
lialf per cent, or ten ihillings nn every one hundred pounds tj tvi boi rowed. * 
That your petitioners humbly rcpreftnti^ that in theii minds thcic cannot 
any good or fufiicicAt teJon v^diy fuch i>reier.ince otip^Kt uy be given to the con* 
tracts for the laft loan, mere cfpeciat^ as they arc inlbrmcd, that many of tb<t 
|Kribm who furo'iAed the Igft ioan bo govemoMNlit, as ftand:ng on the lift of Meirrt* 
Boyd and others, the then contradtorsj are not the fame p'*rfons a« are upon their 
lift for the prefcntlolUB. And thAt| in cafe it Ihould appear that an) vrere 
made on tJie contridb for the lail loap^tlicire terms could only apply to the fame 
petfpes with whom fuch terms wetp niadet or who weie iiabie to be atledted 
Chcrebr* 


They farther humbly reprefentunto ytrarhpnoanble Houfe, that, relying infoU 
^nfidenoc oq a tair competition being allowed in ofiering to make the loan for the 
fMcj they have been induced to prepare Urge fums of mnsiey, ready to be applied 


to dieuft of the public, fhouid the oficr made on their plit have bcej .found the 
aioit advantageous* ' 

That the plan competlddD being deilroyed by the eoiidiciofts Alf ulated m 
favour of the contra&on for the lail loan, they have been deprived of an oppotto- 
tSxy ofmakingaity baddhtgforthe loan, which opportunity they hunaldy infill they 
wets enfitkd to, at well from the decUied terms of a competitton being allowed, at 
the great benefit to ari'*- to tl»c country tlrrreliom $ wh»*i<‘by vouV|^etitiQiscr&hate 
fufta.acd great injur\, not havin<' any pirwifion made for the relnvefiment of their 
money, by them nccetTarily calieJ in, to be prepared to make the ufval dapofir, and 
fuch payments as might fie fixed hr an early period. ^ 


That, itt regard your pecuiot.m are advifod that the contrafb, made Ivy^ tl^e 
ChabceRor of the Exchequer for ail f uhlL loon^, lie upon condition of tlw fimdtion 
ef^adhuiieiit for the terms thcFeof} 

Your f^titionen therefore, for the roafons before Rated, moR humbly pray your 
honosrabie Houfc will ncitfaniflion the contrafl niade with Meitr&. fioyd and 
wchers, for the loan ibr the cufuiDgyearj andtlut )>/uv pt.)t.tuoe:5 nuy bu 
heard by counfel in fupporr of this their petition, 

* And your petitionsrs fiuU ever pray, Sic* 


Mr. SffttiCaidthis petition was figned by between 150 and 
200 names. The immediate object of die cumpSaiot was 
thfWi individual Cufierii>gs as fubicribersj the public grievance 
was an iooidcotal circamftance. Hp dkt not wiib to inter- 
](upt,t|^e.|a3!urre of public bullnels which at prefent preiTed, h^ 
was hoti^ever dcfiious that the caaner might be taken into 
Confdil^Qaitl proper time toprfiv^ilt any voteoi^dion. 
He gwrcaofiff^ Hfiat h«,woul 4 move to have it taken 

intu conhdmtioobe^ «he Ho^ in$o the committee 
of syava ao 4 neafUi «be purps^ < 4 ' opeamg the bi^et on 
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The Qja'uellir of the Rycht^uer^ faid, the moft regular and 
pirluincijtary \\ i\ of difcufliiig the fubjcft of the petition juft 
pieientcd, would bt to refer it to the committee of ways and 
means, in which the budget was to be opened. I'he firft tore- 
refp-.£lii)g tie lorn would be as to us amount) when the ftite- 
ment of the fuppltes would <h>me to be Compared with the 
ways and means cf the yeir j with that rote this petition had 
no connexion. The iiestt vote would be as to the terms of 
the 1 lan, to which point the petition immediately applied j the 
c-omm'ttee would then confider Whether tbebargun made with 
Mr. iiiiyd was a piopAr one, taking in ail the cue imft»nces. 

Adi. Pe* objcdi.d to referring the petition to the committee 
of ways and mean', itftated ta^s} thele might or might i ot 
be cOritioverttd; a difterence of opinion might, and probably 
wotrid, anfc refpedftng i'. Suppole the allegations on diftcreoC 
were dated difFetenC ways, each party aifirrtmg the truth 
of uie allegations they ftated, and the other denying theur va> 
lidity} it would then depend upon the evidence that might be 
adduced on both ft Jet, and the committee ways and means 
codd not examine witneiles*. The better way he thought 
would be to refer the matter conUine' in tbepetition to 4 com* 
mittee, with power to examine witneilws. 'I'hat he conceived 
would be the beft way, inafmuch as the queftion would be en> 
tirelv a qu^ftion oi evidence. 

The (Jjmreiler of the Exehequer faid, that when in the com* 
mittee of ways and means, if there were any doubts or difter- 
ence rcfp^ing tbe fa>Sls, and thofe doubts were unportant, it 
would win the power of that committee to iqiort progrefs, 
and aik leave to lit again on a future day, and talcs any interme¬ 
diate lieps nece&y to remove thole doubts al<.ert»n the 
fjfls, 

Mr. //'*. !\mith liud, that as the petitioners relied upon the 
jufticc ot their caule, t^y wcrcdcfiruus of producing ctidcnc'. 
He had otherwife no obje£lton, to the petition being referred 
Co the committee of ways and means, if tin) fair oppoitunity 
of difeuflion would be anbrded, 

Mr. Pint wlfl>6d to Imow what objriftion the Chaneeflor of 
the Exchequer had to Ifae petition being taking into the con- 
Itderation <^>the Houfe on Monday, before going into the 
committee of ways and meiuis t 

The flhaikt/’or of the Beethequer informed him, that be did 
not wiih that hny pteiuninary matter, on which was 
likdy to be a dkb^, fhouM ^ede the budget, which it was 
kamvd-gvncntlly tavtiivicd' &bje^ of exteitfivb ahd ItkbariOua 

details 
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detail; and the duty he owedto the public fervicc made him 
cppofe any fuch delay* 

Mn Fox faid, he feared that mixing the objeft of the petU 
lion with the other bufinefs of the budget would make too 
much bufinefs for one day. 

The Chancdlor ofthe Exeb^er (aid his opinion Was, that 
an tlie committee the fubje£{ of the ^ition would lie in fo nar¬ 
row a compafs, that it Would mot create any great addition of 
extent to the bufinefs of the budget in general* 

Mr. Hujfcy obferved tba^ there were only two witnciles to 
the tranfadtion of which die petition complained, the governor 
cf the bank of England and Mr*. Morg«in. Fie wiflicd to 
know if the Chancellor of the Exchequer had any objedtion to 
having thofe gentlemen before the compiittee to be ex¬ 
amined on Monday, as they were the only perfons who could 
give evidence. If the right honourable gentleman had np^ob- 
je^ion, he fubmitted the propriety 6 f maldng an order i^for 
their attendance. 

The ChaneeUor of the Exchequer jthouglit the honourable 
gentlemaa had heard hfm fay^ that there could be no cxaipina^ 
tten in the con^mittee of ways and means. If there were ma¬ 
terial doubts, a further ftep might undoubtedly be taken. 

Aft^r fame further converlation, the petition was referred to 
the committee of ways and means on Monday the 27tb. 

The Cbaucdlor of the Exchequer then moved, that the 
other orders of the day be read. 

. Ma.- REEVES’S PAMPHLET. 

Sheridan obferved that the report of the committee on 
the pamphlet of Mr, Reeves ought to be coiiiuiered as a quef- 
tion oFprivilege, and therefore fhould precede all«»bcr hiifenefs, 
efpecialiy as it was underflood,. when the fubjedt wasla(lbc» 
fore, the Houfe, that it Ihould come on tp-day/ He thereftirc, 
tofavc the timeofthe Houfc, fuggelicd the propriety cf mak¬ 
ing an DU-der for, the attendance of Mr. Reeves on I'uefday 
/imxt Houfc, and then gendemen w#uU deliver their fen- 
ttnients^ the mode of proceeding to be adopted in this cafe. 

of the Exchequer laid, he faw po objcc- 
tioii:'isd[ th^ provided the ordel^ was made with h general un- 
diat no gentleman was pledged to any future pro- 
ceediny W the fiibjcct. He dedarctf^that though the ev idence 
in committee was fuHicient, in his Opinion, 

that the ^ 6^nt before a jury, by the Hoiifc di* 

rc^ng tbe Attoiroy General Mr. as the 

author i vetcvcolf^ll^.cvidepco^ amttUfec- 

Aouid not readily agree to the Houfe adopting the con^ 

_ dufiooi'' 
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clufions of the committee, in pofitively declaring Mr, Reeve* 
to he the author. In the Jaft cafe they proceed to deal 

with him on their own authority; whereas in every view it 
appeared matter infinitely more proper for the difcullion of a 
jury. * 

Mr. F^x faid, he had great doubts whether it would be at all 
proper, that the Houfe, afttr having taken cognisance of the 
libel, ihould give the proceeding thought fit to be inftituted 
rcrpcdling it out of ihcir hands. 

Mr. Shiridm faid his intention was to move, that Mr. 
Reeves be ordered to attend the Houfc on T’uelday the 8th, 
and previous to his being called in, the Houfc might determine 
whit proceedings it fliould take. 

The MiificT of the Rcih faid, he ftrongly ohjefted to the 
order for requiring the attendance of Mr. Reeves, while they, 
in were debating thequeftion whether he was the author j 
if the majority of the Houfo were of opinion that he (hould be 
profocuted, the rejbiution tiicy might come to would fhew 
that brs attendance w^ds not required 5 in faft it could never be 
neceflary. ilefore they pr<KeeJed to call upon Mr. Reeves to 
attend, they ihould lirfl: determine what Ihould be the mode of 
theii procedure. 

Mr. Grey faid, that the committee had been appointed to in- 
veftigate who was the author to the pamphlet in queftioiu 
whicih was the firft objeft to be afeertained. He fild there 
were other modes of proceeding againll the author than by 
profccution, fan£l:ioncd by prcccofcnts of the Houi'e in fimilar 
cafes. He thought the Houle might vindicate its own dignity* 
without rccourfc to any other juriililclion. If theie appeared a 
deficiency of evidence the report might be re-committed* and 
farther inveftigation purfucJ, which the committee had ima¬ 
gined to be unnecelTary, 

Mr. Sheridan faid, thst an enquiry had bci'n made, and the 
committee had reported to the Houfe. I'hey w’ould decide 
whether the evidence thty had ftated was fufficient: the next 
i onfidcration would be the mode of procedure. Ifthcy lbould 
determine to profecute by the Attorney General, the"recom¬ 
mitment would be improper. Thofe who hitld a contrary opi¬ 
nion, were undoubtedly entitled to call for frefli evidence j they 
might fay* **yott refufe to let us bring forv/ards that which 
would juftify our modefof procedure.** He ftn^uld therefore 
move that the committed have leave to proceed in their en¬ 
quiry* and for that purpofr* Ifiat the committee be revived, 
that the Houfe might be iti pofl'effion of the whole of the evi- 
denoe. 
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The Chancilkr of the Exchequer admittcc! that the natural 
confcquence was, that thofe who wiflicd to follow another pro- 
cedure, fhould rather with to have full evideucc heforc the 
Houfe. If however the authorfliip were fully proved: he 
ihould ftill be of o|untbn}that the beft mode of proceeding i«pon 
the cafe would be oy pfofecution at lajv, rather than by the 
Houfe itfelf. He had no obje^ftioo^to the revival of the com¬ 
mittee, and the production of the new evideiicci pn.vided it 
was uncierflood, that he did not hold himfclf bound thereby to 
follow another line of profecution than that which he had then 
declared he thought moft eligible. 

Mi\ Serjeant jfclair faid, at all events, he would vote for fend¬ 
ing the enquiry back to the committee, becjufc he there f.iw a 
great deal of illegal evidence, or rather maitci, which !)eing in 
its nature inadmiflible was no ev idence at ail; and he ihouid 
hold himfelf bound not to vote for a profecution againft a man 
upon lefs evidence than would be fufficient to find a bill againft 
him before a grand jury. 

T})€ Majier cf the Rolls again rofe, and contended, that if 
there was fuxBcient evidence to found proiecution upon, and 
that mode was to be adopted, it was unneceflary to fend the 
report back to the committee. 

The Speaker interfered, and obferved, that the converfation, 
though not in ordrr, had been fuffered to proceed in order to 
adjuft a matter for the convenience of the Houfe. He ftated 
the progrefs of the converfation, and that the queftion of the' 
momexU was for reading the orders of the day. 

,, i he motion for reading the orders of the day being with¬ 
drawn, upon the motion of Mr. Sheridan, the further confider- 
ation of the report ofthe committee of enquiry was deferred to 
Moriday the 14th. 

Mt, Sberiri:i» next moved, that the committee be revived. 

Mr. Sec, Dundas oppofed this, on the ground, that witnefles 
fhould goto tiiC trial pure and unprejudiced, and v.ith minds 
unfettered by former declarations. U there w*as enough to 
' thought it improper to go further in the examina- 

ikfiu' ^ ^ 

Sheridan faid, that argument went againft all commit¬ 
tees of <jiiquiry. 

After fomc, farther converfation between Mr. Sheridan, Mr. 
.Mr* > 5 j^i,gley. Sit W. Young, and the Chancellor of 
the Exch«?q(icrfthe committee was revived, and leave granted 
to proceed, 

TREASON ijrtL. 

The tuber order of the day being read, for the Houfe to take 
?Dto consideration, the report of the jamcndoKius made in the 

committco 
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committee on Lok' Grenville’s Bill, nil the uentlemen who 
had iinifoi nly opf^ofeJ ic, quifed the houie immediitcly. 
The aniCiid liCiUs weie then thi ju >h, and igiecJ to 
by ihe houfe, after which the Bill, ^^th the amendments^ 
was ordered to be engiofled and read a third time on Thurf- 
day next. 

Ihc motion was cairied,-*-Atljoarned at lo o’clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

MoifDA'k, DeemUr']. 

GRAND Jl NCriON CANAL BILL 

Mr moved, that tiie third readme of this Rill be 

poftponed, tn account of the imnortant buiinc/s to come be¬ 
fore II c houie that day, his ojou vi w.s nc uativtd without a 
diMiton. I nt Bill was then rt.'d a thud time, and Icvcral 
cUales addvd to it by way of riders. 

PfcTJFK'NS FOR AND Xr.AINST THE TREASON AND 
^iOH10^ UIILS. 

Mr. X.Fyfn pre^enad u petition, fijned hi frvcral rc- 
fpet.t.ihlc i»ih.»bitants of th<* town of 1 .n i’ m orkflnrcj 
ai;aiii1l the pafimg oi tne liills into laws.—Oidcrcd to lie on 
the taole. 

S) Ftwuis prcfcnti d a petition fiom fevcralofthe 
inn«liuiais of Ilediutn, in favour of tic B 11s.—Ordered to 
lie nn the table. 

W prefented a peticion fiom the town of 

WicUian, HI Denbighftlire, (luappu.vinj: of i petition al¬ 
ready pjcl nted to the houfc i.i iuuui of me Bills. On the 
petition being icaJ, 

"Itc isft dir obkrvcd, that the c apicai I no.hma: in the 
wot iing of It tfi It entitled it to be rci;arih d us a petition, for 
Homing was pra)Ld tor. iV, lV)nie confequently 

with ’itvv ir. 

Mr. GVyprcfentcd a petition againll th^ Bills, fjgned by 
40:>oof the iiiiwOitants of iludJtishtH, in \ oiidli.rv*.—Or- 
dcicd to lu on die table. 

A petition was pxcfeilted from Lincolnfhire againft the 
Bills. 

ACC OUNTS. 

Mr. moved foi an account of the amount of the quan¬ 
tity of rciURJ SuguF exported fiom GaacBiium lot the lift 
H h % tiucc 
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three years. Alfo for the nett p-othice on tobacco Tnil rnnff 
for thelaft threr vc ts. ‘An account of arroiint of the 
produce of the aflrired tax s for the ],:iT- three A?' :^c- 

count of the amount of du*ie’Jon le^K'ics for the ! :tf iluee 
years. And an account of the ainomit of the d»ft:ouni /Hr- -ved 
on the prompt payment of the .duties on Ink for the ink three 
years. All of which were prrfented by the proper officers, 
and ordered to be laid on the table. 

FtS MAJESTY** Ml'-.SAGE. 

The Chancellor the Exchev^e*- delivered a Mefl'igc from 
His Majefty to the fallowing eftlcl; 

G. R. 

flis t*i!riks proper ro inf-'rm fjitVfu! Coi'nmr>ns. that a confidcr* 

Is l i.c!;, to riiV ♦rom ^‘br ialrot*; ,\yc-. r;tki*n fwm llie l>.hr ^ ProviJicts 
of anJ fh?.\ Ik» bas crdercJ the aitinunr « > be afccr^ajm-d, and the 

over! l<:s di/ < of tlift captors hnd been dficbar.pd, ro be Ajjpl>d to the 
pubil' iii’-iLC, 

The Chancellor cf tS* Exche^ic^ f:iid, r? there could not be 
any c»biecf<'wi rn it\ he fl^ouKl jnoveihe u^ua' «h’uivls or thanks 
to his Maicfi-y for his moft gr;Kioi;s nu'ffige : he i’.ad, how¬ 
ever, t:' ot.feV'/e wiilj r^fpeft fo ihe nliowance to i^e n^^tde to 
capicirf, ti^at i« <]LvV'’ndcd upon par(Vaji:vr circumftanccp. 
Somi^of the vefilds v.trc taken i ' a I'nanncr which yLfltiicd as 
tnuch ^nerrt I'por* the captors as if fhrv were taken in a ftate 
of war; in that cafe the aljnwancc to them would of rourfc 
be liberal ; there were however other cafes ir> whicii the 
vcllels vv:''c mcrtly d' tdincd by order of poverrirTicnt, and 
then of tou fe the a!lov/;ince would be p: o ortloiuibly foiall. 
He v‘onr!ud^ 1 with moving the Addreft. 

Sir Francis Earing fafc% hr by no . ns objccicd to the 
pflnc'plcj I 'it had fomc doubt with ro r!''* dilnnnirj!?; of 

certiiiin individu-il claimf, under n clnife in the DuLi,h i'ro- 
perty Bill. He did not krK'W whether in the prelcat cafe 
theV’ could have rccourfe to a cou;t hiflice. 

sit Wflliam SiGtt in reply faid, t{»«i the meffage operate: to 
that point, the money was net t/^ he apphed to the pub ic 
ferviCeSinttl certain legal claims could be rhfchargtd. Be- 
fide:, the claufe to v^fcch the hor^oumbU: Barone: alluded 
v^buUI not prevent their feeking lind obtaining redrefs iu ll;e 
Court of Admiralty, or the other courts of juliict. 
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The Addrefs was then agreed to nem. con^zni his Majefty's 
mefiage, on t't- morion of the Chancellor of the Excbequeri 
was referred to the Committee of V/ays and Means, 

iiLTPPLV. 

Mr. Ii:>hcrt brought up the Report of the Committee of 
Sup ply, that the fum of 624,7521 be granted to his Majefty 
to ti /iray the additional expeiices of the Navy. And alfo 
tha- ihe fum of 708,400!. be granted to his Majefty, to de* 
fray the cxpences of building fhii>s of war, &c. for the year 
1796. 

BUDGET 

The Houfe then went Into a Committee of Ways and 
Alenns, .Mr. Holart in the Chair. 

The Chdn 'iUor^'if the Exchequer rofe, and faid, he waS per- 
fedtly aware of the difficulty of endeavouting, at fo early a 
p riod of the fclTion, to c.ili the attention of the committee 
to a general view of tne cxp£nc*;s of the ar, arid of pro- 
poling to them the means of meeting thofe cxpences. A 
conliderablc i art of thofe cxpences could now only be judged 
of by eftimace, and muft of coiirfebe taken upon confidence. 
At the fame tinux he trufted, that he ftiould be able to give a 
general account lulficiently exaff, and that the Committee 
would agree with him tnat it was materiaMy important to the 
public Icrvice not to poftpone this bufinefi to a later ^>t‘riod. . 
The committee would recoiled that, at the commencement of 
the prefent feffion, his Majclty, in the fpcech from the throne, 
had held out to parliament, and the nac'on, the profpecl of a 
iiegociation for peace j and k was t le opinion <if parliament 
that tJic probability of a fpee^ tcrmijiation ol riic war would 
be materially affifted by our mewing to the enemy that we 
were prepared for either alternative. Under tli.u impreffion, 
and Itclm r that to be the fenfe of the houfe, he tnoUghc it 
belt- r to come forwMrd at once, ai>J to open the* general ftate 
of reci^^ipt and expenditure, by faiily ftating what would be 
the* rotji amount of the fcrvice for another year of war, to¬ 
gether with the means of fairly meeting and defraying that 
cxpcnce, than to faffer it to pals on to a later period of the 
yea; ; he did this with the more confidence, in the perfuafion 
that the account would be a triumph of the finances of Great 
Kritaln, and would demonftrac^, both to the enemy and to 
all Kuiope, that ihc was equal to the emergency, great and 
imminent as it in which ftie was engaged. Wheji at 
the fame time he looked out of this country, and obferved 
the condition of the encmyi he found an additioiw^t induce^^ 

ment 
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ment for brirfc-wjg forward tids account. When he faw tliem 
ilruggling to niaintaiu tiicir cxpcuccs by {fr.ttagem, and de- 
Tifing ftrnnge and vviiJ expedients to fuppjy their exhaufted 
jefources front (nonnito iijcjr.th^ or rathci from week to wcek|he 
w:is di'iirou^i of fiiewir.g tint Great Biitain could confidently 
look forward, anti provide the ateans of carrying on the war tor 
years, if we (hould be forced to that extienuty; and that, 
with the confolation of being able to do this withoui 
pofing buttbctis on the people, that would etcher fall teverJy 
on the lower ranks, or be any rrtaicria! injuiy to tj«tdc. 
From thefc confiJcrations he was induced to brut- forward 
tl>e bufii^cfs of the day at that early period of the icdiofj, and 
he Ihould not think it iiecefliry to make, any orri*j- prefatory 
intioduclicn, but proceed to confider the fubied i:n cr thofe 
head^ into which it refolved itfelf as briefly aiiJ as uiitinitly 
as poflibie. 

« It wouiu be hi5 duty to flare under the various heads of 
fervice, the aiticlcs of luppjy which had beta already voted. 
And firft, 

TheN avy; the number of fcamcn for the prefent 
year was ] 10,000 men, bcnig j 0,000 more 
than the preceding year ; and the fum alieady 
voted for this liead of ferticc tvas 5,720,000!. 

Gentlemen would fee w>:h pride and pleafurc, 
that in this department of the national fcrvice 
fuch cxertictns had been made as had carried 
the navy to a height unparallcicd in the fervicc. 

There were ftil) two further fums to be voted, 
rnmelv, 624,000!* and 708,000!. for building 
(hips and repairs, making the whole of the 
navy for the year - 7 >P 72 ,oco 

being an excefs over the fum of the year pre¬ 
ceding of 757 ,ogoL excefs, however, he 

vi'as perfuaded, gentlemen would view with 
complacciK V, fince it bad given fo decided a 
fu})erior:t / to our fleet. 

The next iiv..d of fervicc was the Army, for which 

there had .already been voted the fum of - 6,104,000 

which was Icis than the expence of the army 
far the laft year by 844,000!. a confideration 
whi^ch he was fure would be highly agreeable 
to the Committee, as it would &cw that the 
excefs was on that head of feryice, which was 
always the favourite feivicc of EngUfbmen, 


and 
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and thut a trrcat reduflion had been made 
under the head of the army. 

There were Rill, however, liveral other fums to 
be voted under this head of fervice, viz. 

For the expence of fevernl Frencii corps, which 
it was thought might be bcnchcially employed ' 
in our ^Vtdi F'dia Iflands, the fum of - 300,000 

The Sardinian Suhfidy - « aoo,ooo 

The Kxrraordinaric^ fjf the Army, as far as they 
had been rible to be made up, and as the fums 
h ;d becji paid, were - - 2,646,000 

But t'.is was certainly not all that would come 
under this ar d it would be impoffible 1 )r 
him precifeiy to ftate what further might be 
required; he would eftimatc the fum how¬ 
ever at - - - 350,000 

The r>ext head of fervicc was the Ordnat'ce, 
which was - . - - 1,744,000 

a fum lefs than the cxpcncc of hff year by 
577 ,GOol, 

Mifcellaiicous fervices ... - 360,003 

Gciitiemen would obferve that this was more 
than the lafl: year by 100,000!. 
and which arpic from the incrcafein the article 
of fccret fervicc money. In time of peace the 
fum for this fcrvice was 28,0. >oi. This year • 
it had advanced to 151,000). 

The next article that iie Ihould ftatc, w'ould be 
the ueceflary ftim for replacing Exehequ t 
jiiMs. I'he amount ol ihe Exchequer Bills was 6.oco,'Ot>o 
1 hough It ftood, however, at this iuin on th: 
fupply fide of the account, yet as it was his in¬ 
tention, as an arriefe of ways and to 

move for a vote of credit for 3,520,000!. theic 
would in reality be no more man 2,500,000!> 
to be provided for in the fupply of the year. 

The next fum was what he was fare gendernen 
would think it right for him to continue; he 
meant the provifion for the rcdudlion of tiie 
National Debt. It was ii matter of confu);,t;on 
to gentlemen to know that the meafiirc for the 
redu^^dion of our debt was peifrvcred in w'lth 
unceafing tteadinels, and that the bcfiefics of it 
vvcfc daily felt in die eUicaey of the fund fee 

.apart 
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apart for that purpofe. The fum on this head 

was - - - • 200 ,coa 

Gentlcmeti would reco!le( 5 l that when he made 
the loan of r8,ooo,oooL laft yt*ar, he ftated 
the reafonable exjpetttdlion which he h^.d of re* 
ceiving from the India Cofipany 500^000!* 

/ But left that futn ibould not paid, he had 
provided taSees for nineteen miHions iiWkad of 
eighteen. In looking, however, at the de¬ 
ficiencies of the grants, he (houlJ lay out of 
the confidcration for the |)refent this circum* 
fiance, ^nd fhoutd take it on the fame ground 
as laft year. Under ail the various heads, the 
deficiencies of grants he jiaicd at 1,750,000!. 

The fum allowed for the prompt payment on 
the loan of laft year was 344,0(^01. and the in- 
teieft upon Exchequei ili'ls he ftated at' 

240,000!. making together the fum of 
2,357,000!. But from this was to be de¬ 
ducted the fum of 28J000I. which the land 
and malt produced above the fum taken in tl)C 
deficiencies of laft year. The whole of 
the aeficieiiciqji^therefore he would ftatc at 2,33^,000 

The whole of the Supply therefore for the year, 
as he had ftated under the particular heads, ^ 

would be , - - - • 27»662icoo 


RICAPITULATIOTT. 


1C5O00 Seamen £, 5,720,000 
Ordnance 624,152 i 8 
lixtraordioarics 708,400 o o 

»> 33 «> 55 « * 

Army-Guards, Garrifuns, &c. 

Chdfea, itCt tlC. 

Entraordinarifs 
Foreign Corps • 

Sardinian Smfldy 
Furtl^ Knelt anrdiiiaries tfeta- ] 
puted at • r S 

Oidnance . . 


.} 


3po,ooo 

2O0)CO0 

350,000 


8 £. c. 

- 7 » 07 i.S 52 » 8 
6,194,452 14 5 
2,646^990 19 10 


' 850ypoo 0 o 
11744,4.71 »• I 

Miicellmiemrt 
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Mifcellarieous fervic<» 7 
J’lantation £.(}iniateS) &c. &c.J " 
Votttof Credit 
Exchequer - 

Annual Addition to Sinking Fund 
Deficiencies of Grants - J* ■ 


Ditto Land and Malt 



* 


360,616 

8,500,000 

SfSOO'jOOO 

209,600 

a»3J3»ooo 

350,000 


A 4 t 

8 S 

o o 
0 o 
0 o 

O 0 

o o 


•> , jC->7»662,©83 12,6 


» WAYS Alto MEANS. 

He had now, he faid, to ftate the Ways and 
Means (9 which he was to meet this Supply. 
The firft article was that which was always 
taken at the &me fuoi. Land and Malt, 

Exchequer Bills, . - 

Of the permanent taxes, the produce be muft fay 
bad been Very good. The accounts had been 
ilaid upon table, and gentlemen would fee, 
that independent of the new taxes, the produce 
fisr the laft jpar had been 1 q,598,000!. On the 
average of three yeais the produce was 
2^93^271I. "and this would be the fair 
at which they ought to be taken. Vhe 
permanent charge upon the confoUdated ^nd 
was 11,532,0001. . 

Thy iiun to be expeded from the imprell now in 
tte hands of accountants, but upon which 
they might rationally calculate would be 
2uo,oooWv 

The fum cxpe£ted from Dutch prizes, on 
which his Majefty had been pleafed to fignify 
his loyal pleafure, gentlemen would fte, might 
be brought into the account with llrk;! regard 
both tu juftice and liberality i die captures 
were made id a great degree befoie the two 
countries were in a Bate of Jhollility,,by the 
Older of n’iniftcrs, without rifquc orhazaid 
to the captors, arid wiiliout that fort of labour 
and cxtfitioii vwdtich was the foundation. of 
prize. Others, howewr, had certainly been 
made with great perfonal hazard, and with 
great exertion. I-«s Majefty would in all the 
vaiicty^f cafes, make jiift and liberal allow- 
Wice 'to tha fatisfaftion of the fcrvkc j but 
witl^ ail this a coiuidcrablc fo'n would accrue 
Tei, HI. 1795. d* 


r. 

2,750,000 

3,500,00* 


(^pUcabil* 



Afs WOODP 41 i ’9 PARUAMINTARY REPORlW. [Cd>»»»oi»*. 


I'J' ;' ■ ■ ■■ ■ , • • 

applicable” to thte p\ibttc''fcrvtcc,' 'ttc wbuf 4 ;‘ 
take it at i,QOO,ooQfl. iUl thefe,>lherefore,',,; 


he ibould takb 
Add to this the Loan of 

* ' w. 

’Wtuch'WtHild 



, 3 >S 95}000 
18,066^000 

a?',845,000 


■ W~ 


£. 2,ooa^o 

75 OJ 00 P 


'fir'- 




Lan 4 Tax" ^ 

Malt ‘ ■’■',■-„■ . ^ . 

Growiitg Produce of CcfR&iidatcd T 
FBiidon5ih Ja^ <79^3(5^- >2)^^ 
puted at , . ' '.y ■'■ ’ '-J ' • 

Money arifing from^ak of. Dhteh ? , 

Prizes . j*??.00-<P?o 

Imports - - , , 400,000 

; 

3 #S 9 Sil^^ ■■■■'■.<' 

iKere* on j Z •.i? 

Exi^quc^^Ha, 

Loan" 


V »■ '...'■ jC’ 


fiate diat ho had in referve taxes for t^o^i^iiool. 
which been laid on Jaft year above the futn which he'had 
borrowed j he w6u]d leave that, however, to any future 
e^nc-s that were unrortfeen,-or to malc^Kfor any de¬ 
ficiency that there might be in the taxes ger^ilif'. It was 
his datythen tp ftate what further funiS thcre would be to be 
provioei'i^rin the cQurfe oltSe prefent feilion. 

The Dsbt'had jargely increafed. That was, how¬ 
ever, a circOmttartce tliat w^ lefs to be regretted th^n any 
other'bfanch nf the public fe^tce, fmee the ^eat exeitioqs 
i^ich had been thadf, had, raifed crar navy to fb proud a 
hejght. 7 'hc debt had ineflivaied slfo on, accouhf. of circum- 
ftahee't %-hrch v/crc .not likely to aril's ags^n, or, at leaft not in 
the Lme degrie^, The tranfport .leryip'd had beop, a heavy 
article of chjafftje-. Tte debt nad i^erfdfedito 5,tco,oool 
It was 3,500,000!. on,the 3ift'D5ceniberj 1794., fu that the 
inhreafe of Navy Debt I, 560, cool i iti9„fws to be 

kfcrlhed to the tneafure' tiriiicfa had 

...... . ■ ^2^ 
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tlie purchiUc ctf ^’'ndiA Oi4{>f;4 and to the employment of a great 
H’ rnber of tranfports. , He had perfeit confidence that this 
fervkc would be ^diminiihed in the eiifuing that 

they might hopfi for a faying in thjf, hr 
two millions ahd^ihaK ■* 

alfo confidence be rdad^^ and, 

that they would tin? ^ hal^ 

He eftiipatW'fhere^^ to 

iabu'ron^thcfe^^^gyo heads in'thfll^^cp^rfe' ' 
tlieJSeft1a>atc?s, I’f 

Ahdtl^r iqfkpurt^nt tjim to Wdfe'fCiV 

in ihtf on th^corn 

(Q bit imported into this £3itt;4CT’^^hea<i he couMnot 

prelerid to ipeak'^itl|’it:p^cm^^ ;t wercpoiJhle 

M extend it t^.th9;wi|!eil iurnV that gentifr'iicn in tiicir iippes 

might he ddpoied to ioo’c to. He 
ovWR^i, JcT that bis expectations were not 

i'erviq^ to the amount of %«l*hich 
e rai|ieV than faar f>e fiiould be ex- 

od thit he iiad a great Turn to provide for 
. He did not think it probable, however^ 
wonld d'.f^grec'with him' i.i ihmking that 
pooh WJS iiioi asJarge an# as wide a tdm' 

, lively to be called for, rhcie fums takcii 
Wjdbid make 5^000,dool. for which they .* 
'He, On the O'her hand thefe was ,a fc^nd 
it look w'iih confidence^ if gcntlemep were 
it in a^d of the public ferviee. It had been 
a l'ubici 2 c# glrte that Houfc, ;mJ upon which 

there certain^ contrariety of opinion. Upon 

average of thri^^^rs if fiad pioJucc J 300,00 j). to the nation. ^ 
Tlic proyifM)o’%|ieh liberality of itie public had made for 
the American Lovalifts, and c-harge upon this fund* was/ 
aJmort made good : :^5Ojp00l* only would be duo after this 
yt'ni ; and th’ftrcfdre^’as gehtl^i^jcn tboug it. that the produce^ 
of tne Lottery was not more than counterfb^danced by the 
pernicious etfras which it had uypviin tbt^ oonimnniiy, they 
might undoubtedly ,;looJc to it as 10 ,a fund applicable to the 
public exigency, iwould fee that-tiic periiiineat 

taxe^, Sind the oC/the con^falidated fexid^ 

iver^ more than cquw ?o thc,^exi<iing upon u: and he 

had plcafure to find that* as far as'^-ould be yet afceitaitih^ 
the produffee of the taxes of daft ySijr^biJ iafr ip co^e up to 
they were ^akch j th«y hJd already Jl.ig- 
of the whole. He had now, therefore, only : 
S9^^™^^Vor'the eighteen million-, which vyas the iinount 
rd* and for which he had contraelvd. He would 

^ ' I i z ihm^ 
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ibortJy ftate the term^, end would hereafter come to esrptain 
to the Ceptmittee the reafons upon which he bad adled in the 
bargMothat he had made. The intereft on every hundred 
mtMvit whMi he had bonowhd wa^ 4!. 13s. M to which was 
to beadded thd odie per cent wilel^ providal for by Parlia> 
ment maid of 'idwfiiiid &rdiK!hai^e^ debt, that 

iM opentiaftaxmsht kMp {dmd with increafe of the 
capital. ttittal intereu oh everV hundied 

pouitdlsdil. wt. tratehiqtereftoa a loan of j8,d6o,qcso 1* 
amovnttfd to the apniiildtimoC t,t 11,500! aM fot^is Utm 
he hadto propofe to (he Oet^ktee ta^es as a piavtavA 

. '■JiWijtt.V * ' 

In doing this he JDiltdld cmimeratm;^ Ihoitly the 

feveral articles upon iiih<<-h he pfOf ofe4 to Atbipit ik w duties^ 
or increased duties, and which he tliou^t Wesofair ohjcdls df 
taxation 7 he tu ( fi 11 n re materiiH ttf wh chv^fe 

beheved there \/ouid be j^o obje^ion, fiflce thlV attachi^t to 
property, and would be fblt on y by the hiqgb«r«M>jrtOh<ttVtir-* 
dersot tt.&commumty$ and it wasiiavith pepaiftyr 
diat in a war n) ich hoi for its bafis ifae dtOuii1(]^ Mte j Mfl y, 
tliofe perfons xvbo were happily poHlfied w^d 

neculi vrl> cot ibute to itt 

Tlic full ix\ which he had tOprOpofe, 
ihac fpecies of Ict’acy^ which, withwt talclM 
heirs, «xter ded to Collater;^ br^nchel and to mangprfwMi 
The |bcond Was an adthdonal duty of ten par t/mf* jdh 0ie 
aflefied'iasces. ' ''i'* 

The third was a tax upon hdrfbs. The Ctwsmitfee knew 
that there was at tins t me a duty upon horfot' hi^t for pica- 
fare onlv, with an exception in favour of thojb which wtre 
employed in induftry. It’was hit imenhdo to double tne 
diit} upon all nones kept for pleafore, followihg the fame ad« 
v-nces ift prtipori on to the number » were now observed j 
and upon all hor^e^ employed in taade and ogiiculiure, he pro- 
pofed to lay a very finall and trtdmg duty. 

Th.. fourth was an article of vciy general pnd very large 
Cenfun ption, which by Ihcir late regulations had been freed 
flOm baud, arid which he was perfuaded would bcarpiniall 
additioi a1 tax Without incoflyeniance*, lie mcapt /Mbacco. 

'rhe fifth was alfo an article of general u(e,. upon Which 
tl ere was at prefent a dpiy, but which be was perfuade^peouid 
bear <1 incre’fe, he meant printed cottons and cjSikdtMi^ 

7 ne r...ui was a very teall matter of regulauli^ «||d^ jhpt 
n i^ty, upon flit, and, » 

laft would be a reduflion of the bouft^ fitefft 

of refined lugrr, which, he was coiihdelH^ ni’j^ljl'jp wpte 
iritbout an) dimuiutiOD of the trade. 

fifi 
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He bsul '(larnclj over the fcveral articles «pon which h» 
propOi H *® fuhrnit to ne Committee »<ltlttinnal t*xcs; afid 
tftiU he might fatwfy the impatience of ^n^iemeoi be had 
avoided gOmt fcto » d*tiil the^ 4s be omA, It would 

be, hovyefer^jfisdutytoentei iiM>re'|^iS«jkjJiW^ 

tttdACttiSt ^ I ’ ? 

It W 0 «W’ 1 ?« rf»i 4 o* V eathjflftelyJHc m other 
t)ati A oa thi| prfHjafiw aijottw* of A tax of 

liiidejfcfi^/ HefaW, fit 

"S^Tztr 

SO EnglalW, lldd 


uwp^nw^VR TVVw* w 

yvm a tax lirhict iri |lM'On}y 

bore any refciiiUaflce 
It or complaint, tie 


«o means opprtlave 




tJie fJ«'w 

legacies beyond a cti- 
* - - jtteatMa&eyv^irds extooded to two per cv.nt. and 
|(|»«ailife(*rn'ul by another a^l 'I'hc piinnple, 
4l|[4mhJ)Ot new, and it was his riitciitiini to p' ^pofe to 
Ulllljmo |t| anJ toaii iko it pit till Icgants w th «>• tx tptioii 
’'Widows*'*>od tp the Imcal aalecot. Ho pio- 

wx W‘v<WofWl(»«t. on all (ejtacies above a oerttoft ex- 
* tf UFHo tyr^oQs' In the < iftiOofl'rttral drg^ti < 4 , relatjol&ip, 
id^allo tpieiaend to t > 'uarv te^iters. * 

i ptr ttM. tOii llM^ ll'‘^t dagtefe or rflationfliip. 

4 pei'’ do fcgKws to mou diftant dtguc of rtutionsi 

^<6 oQ Ih^acies to the dill morcdiilaiit braiKhes 

of h fartiim|ptef!^'g^'‘S'. , , i ™ e 

Again he tint in a war for the pTotcaion of 

property tc w#s'|id!bewJ*«iHi‘>Mh c that |Moi*'rty ftould bear 
•he ourthf#, and as it tbenruie ot t i|iigslli« lindei 

laoptrty w-s th« niolf permaotat, it was Orit lit tnittii fftould 
confril'Utc atc«Jrfnf H It not, howevei, ni k ronfioed 

to any lpccic-‘of piopeir •, u Vas to include w di lamTt^d‘WW 
niifeoil, ti whs not io N'c any opciation on t .e actual 
{Sorsi tineiwoMld It efiX-t the full d -cc- I'f 
‘Stniiy. larvery wfc liw «id<#w, and die di.t^ oUtwit 
*V»e^llA* ®’‘* sptcii} and the o^rauon ol cIav k* • ifiOU 4 fl be as 

j;M, on ihc fn ft uiJ-tfr^ waneb; 


'lib « 


'3 pet 
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2 per ant. on firft couf!n^, 

4 ptr cent, on kcond coufi«s| and 
6 ter Len$^ on m6ic rctnote relation*?* and qn flranger^. 

_ 14 ^ *1__I t_ 

foaH i robe 

opriled froiii};|:lwlibSiiM}j>«1;c wus iqaQr to r.'5(jMl«!t6 

what w omIiJ If WttiiM 4ie*e«f 

difficult or ptMc^ fbm 

wtiit m 4»e lineal ."iWWit.W dpNy»- 

hniiches. Nor wduM^QO^i^ UtO 

geiierat a&irmnt 'dF*id)c prifent 

ceiitur}^ chi 0};)n ti^ AutMli iiuHy c iquN 

iKc ><.1 bed. madt.ahru^ llw bri^^q«4 pciloti.l 

property >>■ tnr..- id. llic c t mates bad and 

It had not bten pfil'H'c to a^crtaui tW 1l*e 

luweft calculation tint had bt‘C|t niadp» IvWNW 
tlic annual rent. 1 of Great B«!tajiii 
'Ibis was ceru.n1v giiMltlJf withtn tlie 
it at this rat«^ and ctHi^addg this rental mjFwi 
male, «^ *1 V-, , 

'1 he value of t’.c landed prt^etty of the k«rt|;» t 
dom fwas - - 

Perloitid ' Mt' WOjOOOjoa#*, 

♦ * a ^ *-■■ 10 .lo rt .i naffi Tin i^^m 

Sodtttil»^l(!|iiidu|»r'dfi^ was/.ij^oojoothi# 

Toforntlbdfiis conjeahre rf'thc arroui^ cf tb«trkn$f^W 




th It ts 011 made mint to c »1I tcral branches. Qf^^rided pro- 
pt'ti tie propoitiun was left—it Was ^utOneJiiib; and 
thetc'ore It might be 8ui ifcMble, in t tonje^tal calculation 
like ffiis, td take the mcdi m, Was orie fourth!^ ' i 

whicq tofbrn tl ptobable c 0 ii»aie. On the translu by 
will, therefore, of 325,0001. divided again by 33, which, in 
caic(4t;diion<> of this kind was thdught a ran ftaneLni, rhe ijt-iult 
would bt, that this tax ffioulJ produce 294,000!. a feat., 
}>hor. t‘i s bowever, he muil: deduct the prclent uxttpon^ 
leg*.- .') wnic 1 atnoujited 1044,000!. a )(‘ar. 11c Ihuilld 
(Iwrefurc Umc tliC . ew talt ah 250,000!. 

A**ES(SE» TAXBS*. 

I 

It fHooId not bp nq^l&iy to him to enter into 4‘tait wpoti 

tfat* 
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this ht4t]. The jimount of the aflefled taxes was well aicer- 
tttnied, and it was only ncc (laiy tti jH|ate that he meant to 
exempt h ^rles ti otn tins iddititioti j 1 afi^lhoentj as tht) were 
to ni«ilv.e a ft^parjtte tay. He eftimaAeJ the new lo per 
cent, on taxe^,' itkilvdiiyk iht^ ^ commuu* 

non taXt'Milf^OOOl. , ^ ^ 

<l^e 4i(t^ hbijes well 

kiiie#» 'WhtUt pruTent^ xeqrWilti^'Wit o^p'liNrfe, tM it 
Madudliyioie (dll It dfin^a to he ilMible, on perfons kseping 
axitphl^f l^vmhi'),{ufl«B{ilk»i)l Itodwide them on oil the 
Mamma% i!. on a perfuj v,ho 

Kept one {turfey ||£ wr tnofe whdiiw fix. He nad reafon 
to believe that (hh f.n»l|C^ tht$ tnx would not ha\e fut.h 
an op,ratia» St'S w dimum 4i- nutpb-Y of hones k-pt H- 
plrafuTf, ha^'fikouhi. however, tik it it a very modei ne mm, 
he ihould pro.'ir' at n i n i tin i6,oaoI.* 

He aifo to Uy a faialJ tax upon tba*' deferipnon of 

ktKlbs Wbifth bed beta bitu e excited i bu: oca.ic on hi rLs 
tvWch 'ittiire keW Sot iridiiftry OiM/i Tins woui t fall on 
varitMtS ciKmerpenp^ but he himfclf that It would 

not ho ciKmdered a< an / ter neOvj buid n upo ^ irduftr , 
thkt no farmer would fwt iu weight, or be letnptied to 
libtpinrerild^ MjEKm account of It, The tax which be 
|Mi|»iMbd was no tbtn j», pofihnt^ i^nd »t waaaot to 
enlata^ W^^veif tlkwht be foe wnber kept by wit indu • 
duu* ^ That Tat, (itwicini% was not more tliok’ otie tenv.i 
Or m WeH tax per 1 ufe on (he fcA«d!eR nutpber kkpt ior 
plealure, farmer, th-iefOrC, having (bur borfes, vould 
hate onl^eight Ihilbngs to p,), i ftm wnieU hewisper^ 
Itnided wOidii rmt bei^t Oabe ii.vtri'' 0 ''uni(.a(hnablc,thehigii 
price of Mrehrti&it confidaed, be wc i d not therefoic hefitarc 
to (iibmit ie’lhime duntfiittee as one <4 the faireft taxes ever 
p’-opor:d,andbynil|weaiiaacauft for oifcontBootathofewlio 
T/ tc to pay It} omen they afltfl;d on tbeburtheos borne I>y 
tlu othit clalTes ot tbe cOaUnumty. The pfbduce of this 
tax ym neccfianly deilbtfui, a^ they had no me us of after- 
Uioitij tlii nutnlbf kept. It yyas fuppofel, hewc’e^tbat 
thVtc were at l(*a^ bn« tfnilion of lufh hoitc* in th* khigdpn.^ 
(na||%tfhuuid thmiore ttke t^e taut mt too,cool. 

* fOXACCn. S 

T^dOhunittcc wereatfinrc fhat the regulations winch had 
bMfo U^ithlut a(;Uaic luntrtvne 4 go, na i i 'p^ il, put an 
dm frauds inuch hud bum tuiivxed, a .d a great 

’ < <7 ®Xnd 
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And mo<^ pf oi]ui!t \" revenue hid accrued. The confumption 
‘ bad at ihc (atrt* nmA ei cieafet', and he bad cicrv reafon to 
brfieve thit tobacco, which was cleirjy an article of luxury 
wouM bear an additKl(^4 tax jid per p<>ui)d» lyithout any 
Apj^(«})Nr<*on ie({bri%iih6«!on&'h>pnon, orof givlns nfe to 
tiAWfrauds. 1 h>$ wohld {Hrpdoct ^ 

rsij^rtoveAucoRa.'" 

Th.a wa<( ^unlhmgft ^d bi imivcNfai 

confum|)lto(V «hit«be WJipmrfiMtfMi no ibjurj( wmitd be dons 
to dtebrndc, by layihg ii'AiiailaddftMjnai duty. Frfmnll^^oodo 
at {Hbibit bore a tuc q| t h i W o W H t d O > halfyywny iptt yMad} it 
VI as hit intention to ky jWn ttWKpenre bidNfnnny* 

making the >phote tak ib^ioMco oer yinb He eftimated thit 
tax at r j j,rod. 

SAtl*. ^ ' 

Vpon this he did not mean to hy any dufy} it 

wss ilisp^y a matter at rcgnliUon A of lo per 

cent, upon prompt jMyoiciit« was at pteKjiit (dtoWed »od too 
long time wa.g'vcn %t^payment of4>0i|tity, 'Tbew W4a 
«l(b an aifowaec Inr7*pftd* on i s being cjwii^ 
whereas upon experieftisb It was foupd to xau!^ Tw pro* 
pc^ed reguUticns would j^t^dece J[a,aooI. 

' ' AdOA't. 

Tida was «Tfn tdim aotiMpred uHm rdguhthti tNa 
a ttut. ^ T^re Jttas abbuhlV Afion t'>e exporcatiop ot relilrd 
le«garSl be continued m tbopreo 

fent id^N^ % too MtCOOragem'(.£ of the jt/ade. It 
'Opsradei ;s$ m injury m lb far as it tended to enoreaib the 
Ifftce of the article for home confumption. Geiu'cimsii 
would be sfionifhcd *o H ji that thoPwount of the drawbaefc 
paid for thq eyportatmn ot rtRitod ibgar iaft yciir^ amounted 
to betweepy and 8oo,cJocl. thoigh the whole dp** on the 
importlkkrbeph^ly i,2<3o,oocl. He phbpo&n ic/ reduce one 
fbw|het1b(l> preiitintd'-awb.Klc, wfi.ch would bo a faring to 
cbiQh^Dueor i^o,croi. ^ '' 
iWltfc wcie the nx'^s woich be meant to pre^fib to the 
cefMMbtM and which pc lukl no doubt would i a toUud to be 
praniRyC ^nd to be tudy equal totb' rnnoity wanted. For 
fasc ot peripicuity; ite begg<H} ieaiT to teca{iitq|j||lfr 
the i.— 


uiPirvMt'iiiOM. 
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RECAPITULATION. 

140,000 
116,00a 
100,000 
170,000 
135,000 
32,000 
180,000 

Total £, 1,127,000 


Collateral Succelfion of Landed and Perfonal 
Property 

Incrcafe of AflefTed Taxes 
Horfes for Pleafure 

Ditto for Induftry • • 

'J'obacco 

Printed Cotton 

Redudion of [!)ifcount and Wafte on Salt 
Diininuiion of the Drawback on Sugar 


LOAN. 

The whole amount of the fum for wliich he eftimated the 
new taxes would be one million one liundred and twenty 
thoufand pounds ; and the fuin for the payment of iheiatcreft 
of the fum borrowed was only one million one hundred and 
fifteen thouland pounds, which would have been all that 
might have been neceflary for him to trouble the committee 
with upon the prefcni occafion, perhaps, if nothing had been 
faid agaiiifi: the terms on which he had bargained for the loan. 
A particular reference had however been made to the com¬ 
mittee upon that bufincfs, by referring to it a petition w'hich 
fiated certain circumftances upon that fubjeft. He fhould 
therefore call the attention of the committee to the manner 
in^which he had concluded the bargain upon the loan, the in- 
tcrcll for w'hich made the occafion for the prefent additional 
burthens upon the public. He had already ttated the amount 
of chat inurcil, which was but little better than four and a 
hMper cent .; it being nothing more than 4L 6 d. p€r cent, 
to which being added a provifion for the reduction of the 
cajfital in the proportion of one per cent, on the fum borrowed, 
w^ould then make the whole fum amount to about fix per cent, 
'I'hc committee would recolleit the fituation of the countiy- 
We were in the fourth year of a war, which was reprefented 
by fome to be the moft dilaftrous, and allowed by all to be 
moft odious, in which this country had ever lieen engaged. 
At the period of the fourth year of fucli a war, the public had 
a loan of eighteen millions of money, upon terms but a little 
more than four and an h^lf per cent. He Hated this tor the 
purpofe of (hewing the H-ite of our public credit, and the 
opinion which monied men entertained of our xefources i it 
VoL. 11 . 1795. K. k was 
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was certainly py'ima facie evidence of our profperitv. He had 
difchdrged hi^ duty in Itating this to the hoiifc. He had dif- 
charged it alfo, he hoped, in obtaining:, under the'circum- 
ilances, the beft terms that could be obtained ; terms, as Fa¬ 
vourable, as he thought, ought to be obtained with due regard 
to the real interefts of the public. He knew that a petition 
which had been referred to that committee. Hated that he had 
depTrred from the mode which had ufually been adopted j 
a mode, which of all others, when praclicable, he fhould be 
moft ready to adopt, and which he had himfdf declared to be 
preferable to any other; he meant that of making the bidding 
an open competition. He would ftatc to the committee 
under what circumftanccs it was that he had entered into the 
pn fent bargain. It was his wi(h that the prcfeiit, like former 
loans, fhould have been cor.du£lcd in the w^ay of competition. 
He had fomc lime ago heard it fuggefted, that the gentlemen 
concerned in the Jaft loan had a right to a preference in any 
loan to he made, until all the dividends of the former loan 
were paid off’ It was not until lately that the prctenfions of 
the contraftors for the laft loan were notified in a formal 
and regular mnnner to him. I'hcfe prctenfions were relfcd 
on two grounds : one was, that there never had been an in- 
itance where a new loan was contradted for, until all the 
payments on the preceding loan had been difeharged ; and th^it 
great inconvenier.ce. would arife from fuch a loan being at 
market before the dividends on the ferip were completely- 
paid up: the other pretenfion was, than w'hcn, in negociating 
the laft loan, they propofed to pay the hift dividend on the 
I ft of February, 1796, he had objcdled to that, as it might 
be probable a new loan might be wanting before the laft 
ferip was paid. On this objeflion of hi?, they had built 
the principles that he would not (in confuicration of their 
paying the laft dividend earlier) negociate any other loan 
before the former was all paid off. He faiJ, he had con-, 
fulted with the Governor of the Bank, from v/hom he found 
that the fails ftated by the comraflorsfor the laft loan were 
accurate; and he felt the reafoning fo forcibly, that he could 
not, confiftently with a due regard to the public faith, which 
was pledged, and confiftent with what he owed to himfelf, 
without their confent, and againft their reprefentation, con¬ 
trail for a new loan ; the more he had reflc£led on the matter 
finer, tiie more he was convinced he would not be juftified 
VOl do’ng fo. Under thefe confideraiions, he felt himfelf 
bound enher to wait until the time of the laft payment fhould 
expire, or Co to a6l with regard to the former conLraflors, 

that 
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that they might not find themfclves aggricvcJ, The delay 
he thought would be highly prejudicui to adopt, as muen 
depended upon the immediate difeuffion in that houfe of the 
means for carrying on the war, on which all hopes of the ef- 
tablifliment of an honourable peace depended. Taking the 
, alternative, however, not to forego a general and fair compe¬ 
tition, and that the loan fhouid not be contra£ied i’or, 
but updn terms juft, rcafonable, and wife, the gentlemen who , 
contradled for the laft loan were willing to do cither of two 
things : firft to enter into a compeiitioii of offers, on condition 
that they (hould have an option refirved to tliem to take 
the loan at an half per cent^ more advantageous to the public 
than the lovveft terms offered by any other contraftor i and, 
by the byr, one half per cent, on the loan amounted to a funi 
of 90,0001. Were then was the hardihip that geniiemen 
fliould be reduced to the neceffity of offering fuch terms, as 
would not leave it worth the while of any other contractor 
to rake the loan at 90,000). lefs than their terms ? He was 
aware, however, that any fuch check might create a con- 
liderable degree of difinclination to bid j he was dctcimined 
nevcrthclcfs to take a precaution which would prevent his 
being at the mercy of any fet of bidders, and favc the pub¬ 
lic trom difadvantage, before he would confent to this 
qiialifievi competition. Mr. Boyd was contented t > take the 
loan on inch terms as he (the Chancellor of tne Exchequer) 
fhould award on the event of Mr. Morgan’s re ufai to oiter 
governing the terms by the market price of ftock ; that is to 
fay, that he ftiould himfcll fix the terms. He made propofals 
in tihe prefenct of the Governor of the Bank, and on Mr. 
Afiirgan’s refufil, he had fixed them as advantageoufly for 
the Country as could be cftahlishcd, with a view to policy and 
to public credit. Nav, the terms wore as good as, in his 
opinion, could be produced by a;*y competition. He had 
thought it fa'r to ftate to the con'iadors, that an unfounded 
navy debt of five nfillions was likely to enfue in the next year, 
which parliament would, if neceifary, pay (jft*; at the fame 
time referving a free option and difcretion, li fach a meafure 
fhould be determined on by parliament, oi giving the aid of 
the credit of this country*to enable the Emperor to raife a 
fum lor cai lying on the war. He was fure th ,t he would 
have to encounter a confulerable d gr c of rduciance on the 
part of gentlemen oppofite to him, to any lurther gunnmee 
of an Imperial loan, from the conlidcraLiOi* t'.at the Auftnans 
had ihewn great inadivity in the early of tin canija: ^n; 
but when he remembered the glorious operations and fuc- 

K k 2 cclTes 
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ceiTes of the laft fix weeks on the Rhine, which could not 
have taken place but for the pecuniary aid which this country 
had lent the Emperor, he was convinced that houfe and the 
country would feel a joy and a pride, fuch as he fmcerely 
felt, that the refources of Great Britain had furniflied the 
finews of a continental war, and would be induced to a 
fimiiar meafure in the next year to acce.erate a peace, con- 
fiftent with the fafety of Europe, and fuch as the juftice of 
our caufe, and the fuuation of the enemy, would entitle us to 
expect. It would hereafter be a point for that houfe to de- 
. terminc, how far it might be the policy of the country to 
enable the Emperor to continue the prefllirc on the common 
enemy, thereby to facilitate the terms of peac-, and tlier. by 
to accelerate the return of that defirable objedl. How uti it 
might be advifeable for us to renew our afiiftance in that 
refped, was a queftion not then to be agitated. He had 
not however thought it proper to pafs the fubjeii over in 
lilence, but to fay, that he had not agieed to the prefent 
loan upon terms that would preclude parliament, if under all 
the circumftances, it fhould be defired by the Emperor, and 
itihould be deemed advifeable to guarantee the payment of 
a loan to him. He had thought proper to Aate this to Mr. 
Boyd, and to fay exprefsly that it fhould be optional to grant 
fuch loans, not exceeding three millions fterling, which, added 
to the five millions Navy Debt, made the poilibility of eight 
millions more to be raifed in the courfe of the enfuing year. 
Under all thefe circumftances, the terms which Mr. Boyd 
accepted of were, 

120 in the 3 Confols. 

25 in the 7 per CenU Reduced. - 

And 6s. 6<r in the Long Annuities. 

The whole amount, for lool.—104I.5S. 3d. 

In the laft loan the difeount was 2I. 5s. in this loan It 
would be ss. more, arifing from the difference between the 
payment of the iirft dividend on the 3d and 30th of this 
month: this made it amount above the locl. to 61 . 15s. 
The loan cf laft year underwent repeated criticifm ; it was 
criticifed as being conneded with the imperial loan; it was 
criticifed with refpefl to the price 0/ ftocks ; but there was 
no difference of opinion with regard to the amount of the 
terms; they were allowed to be as good as could be wifhed ; 
and one honourable gentleman had faid, he would not with 
they were better, with a view to the permanent interefls and 
credit of the country; the terms of the loan this year were 
above \ per cent, more ftivourable than the laft ^ and if he 
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had arbitrated and named terms to the prefent contraflor 
lower than gentlemen v^iflied laft year, he felt that he went 
by a more fecure rule than his own opinion. When be had 
to recollcdt that he was propofing a loan, greater almoft by one 
half than had taken place during the American war, and that 
the terms of every loan after 1779, during that war, was got 
Tit from 5 to 6 per cent, intereft, he felt great fatisfaflion that 
he was able to dictate the terms of the prefent loan at little 
more than 4 and a h^\\' per cenU He had a conhderahlc 
fharc of fatisfadtion alfo in thinking, tha| it would not fufFer in 
competition with loans in time of peace. In the year 1783^' 
the year after the laft peace was made, the loan which was 
borrowed for winding up the ejtpences of the preceding war, 
was got on terms, which, when compared with the prefent, 
there was only a fraftional difference, and that fratfiion in 
favour of the prefent loan. He further felt a degree of plea- 
fure in comparing thefo terms with the terms of laft year’s 
Joan. The rate of intereft laft year, if allowance was made 
for the bonus of 4s. in the long annuity arifing from the 
Auftrian loan, would have amounted to 4I. 19s. which was 
more than J per cent, more than the terms of ihe prefent year. 
If the relative price of ftcck was taken into conftderation, it 
would be found that the prefent loan was, indeed, highly (a« 
tisfa£iory. The loan of laft year, fo much inferior to the 
prefent, had received the recent fantSIion of parliament. He 
would then put it to the Houfe, whether he ought not, un¬ 
der the circumftances which he had before ftated to have cx- 
ercifed a private diferetionf when chat diferetion was produc¬ 
tive of fuch good confcquenccs ? He would alfo put it to 
-their candour, whether he was ftill to purfue the plan of an 
open competition, under the rifk of breaking in upon a prin¬ 
ciple of public faith, which was lb materially conneifted with 
the permanent credit of the country; or whether he was to 
delay a meafure, which, by being taken thus early, muft give 
confidence to this country, and ftrike terror into the enemy, 
rather than comply with equitable and reafonable demands ? 
He was aware that he had expofed himfelf to the mifrepre- 
fentations of individuals, from which he could, however. Wind 
a refource and confolation in his own intentions; and there 
was another refource he had to protetft him from mifrepre- 
fentation and calumny; this refource he ftated with con¬ 
fidence ; it was in the candour, the fairnefs, and the public 
fpiric of that Houfe. Should we, he would afk, delay to 
ftrike terror into an enemy, already tottering on the' very 
verge, or rather fallen into the midfl of the gulph of national 

r bankruptcy. 
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bankruptcy, and not e>^ert our ordinary and gradual refources ? 
’W hatever he n.ight uink of the prefcnt petiricn agairft the 
terms of !hc loan, as far as it concermd himfclf, yer, in a 
public view, it was n iridf a confiderable ftmrct* of fatisfac- 
tion, Thv y faw anci heard an individual complaining that 
he had been ill treated, and, as it were, defr.iuded, by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer’s, acceding to a p;opofiri;»n which 
debarred them from niniiMig a race with competitors in 
making better terms for the publir, than thofe which wejv in 
' themfelves fo reafonable ar d model ate, that fhey were near 
I I per cent, lefs txpcniive than the terms of loans in the 
laft war : this was matter or triumph to a country, that 
was contending for its liberty, in a war by fome declared to 
be the moH: difalfrous that this country ever felt; by others 
juft and ncccJlary, and unavoidable; by all allowed to be 
arduous. Such a rriumph to the country would not have 
happened, if the credit and refources of this country h.nl not, 
in fpite of the declamations of cpporition, given vigour to the 
war, until a peace could be eftabiilhed on a foiid and perma¬ 
nent foundation ; and had not fwelled the burdens of the 
people in proportion as it fpread their credit, anil, cftahhihcd 
their fecurity. When it was confidercd alfo, that care was 
taken in e\ery new debt, that our providence for the future 
fhould keep pace with the extent of our prefcrit oicrtions ; 
if from that we tot>k a view of the pre!ent revenues cf the 
country, in the niidft of all the embarraflments fpnngmg from 
a war, protrafted to tne termination of the third year, and 
that the deficiencies were only fu<sh as mi^hl aiiit by iia* 
tural fluftuation in the moment of undifturbed prolpcrity ; 
when it w^as confidercd al(o rh:it in 1789 the loan ror the^ 
Spanilh armament was not obtained on terms fu good as the 
prefent; when it was further confidercd, that in the ycais 1793, 
1794, 1795, great funis had been voted; and that, in the 
condudt of the prefent w’ar, mir.iftcrs had hcen anxious 10 
bring forward all parts of the fubjed, and not, as had been 
the praftice in former wais, kept back the delus, to have 
enormous fums to provide for in time of peace; when all 
theft things, the Chancellor of lUe Exchequer faid, were 
confidercd, he felt his heart dilate with pride and fitisfa^ion. 
When he conlidcred alfo, that the new taxes had kept ]jace 
with the fums at which they were eftimated ; that in the year 
1789, and from that year to the preftnt day, the taxes, in- 
ftead of eating out the yearly finkinig fund, had been found 
fully adequate to the purpofes for w'-ich they had been 
originally intended j that in the year 1789 they amounted to 

20,00ol. 
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20,oool. more than the eftimate ; that in the year 1793 there 
were only 26,000). deficiency; that in 1794 they had ex¬ 
ceeded by 54,oool. the whole fum calculated ; that in the 
year 1795, where there was 1,600,0001. annual infereft to be 
provided r'or, though only two quarters of that year were re¬ 
ceived into the Exchequer, yet more than tvvo-thiids of that 
fum had been already adiually colledied ; rhefe were circum- 
ftances which incontcftibly proved the rifing credit of the 
coiu'itry; thefc were the circumftances which had enabled us 
to ftnnd the arduous contelf ; thefe were the c.rcumftances 
which liad created a confivlence in the monitd men of the 
country, and enabled us to convince the cneiiiy of the necef- 
fity of terminating the war on fuch conditions as might be 
found confiftec.t with the juflice of our caufe, the'vjgour of 
our efforts, the relative fituation of the enemv, the general 
hap;)incrs of Europe, and the fecurity, honour, and advantage 
of tliis country. The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved 
his firil rc fblution. 

Mr. IFilliam Smith faid, he was perfefUy confeious how 
much difadvant.ige he had to contend under in meeting the 
pi tin ftatement of the right honourable gentleman, as well as 
On account of the importance of ttie fubjrci:, and was aware 
alfo that he funk below him fo far in ability as hardiy to ex¬ 
pert that patient attention, even to which, in his own (;pi^. 
nion, the nature of his argument entitled him. He tnought 
it rieccfliny to prefs this confideration more ftrongly upon the 
Houfe bccaufe it did not augur well when fo many gcntlc'meri 
were leaving the Houfe, and ihewed themfelves to be lo in- 
d’JicrenC about their duty and the pecuniary intcr-fl of their 
vbnllituenls, as not to flay dn-i f.itisly ti.eir curioficy by hear¬ 
ing whether the loan was or was not made upon the fairdt 
terms. Th'-' reafjn why he rofc that day at all was merely 
becaiifc he had been applied to to prefent the petition which 
liy upon the table, from fomc contradtors, and not with any 
peifonal objicf in view, nor directed by any perforial motive*. 
He-iiad many things to obferve in his comideration of liie 
fpci ch which the right honourable gentleman had delivered 
in fo much order, and v/ith fo much eloquence, that tended 
to ftrengthen the petition and the arguments upon it. No¬ 
thing was more clear than, that if the monied intcieft in this 
kingdom be fuch as the right honourable gentleman flated, fo 
very abundant, it became the flrongclt and molt cogent rea- 
fon why bidders (hould be invited to r competition. Indeed 
1)0 kind of argument had been urged to tbc contrary. 
7'wo quclliorib then arofe from the ilidt, as it flood in the 

con fid oration 
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confideration of the Houfe: whether the conduA of the 

right honourable gentleman, in the bargain for the loan, was 
the faireft in every point of view, that circumllances would 
allow ? And fecondly, if it were not wholly fo made out, 
whether it would be wife and prudent in the Houfe to fane- 
fion the loan that he had contrafted ? In thefe two queftions, 
ll4r. Smith found he had reduced his tafk to a (horter com- 
pafs then, upon a general furvey of it, he could have fuopofed 
himfelf able to do, but in this contraftion he was afliried by 
other operations. Some things were laid out of his view alto¬ 
gether, which, upon his entrance, into the Houfe, he had Ima¬ 
gined muft have been comprehended in it; one of which was 
tile competence of the documents laid down in the petition, 
whofe veracity be pre-fuppofed might, in fome degree, have 
been contradiffed^ but of which he had not heard the right 
honourable gentleman exprefs the fmalleft doubt: and ano¬ 
ther was the impropriety of a competition at all times, which 
be had alfo pre-fuppofed might have been urged, and was 
glad to find it given up. According to w^hat he had undcr- 
ffood of the ftatemcni of the right honourable gentleman, the 
original intention was to have made it an open Joan. The 
point to be difeuffed, therefore, was, whether there were fuf- 
ficient groumls for the exifting contraft, and w'hether the 
terms of that contraft were fuch as the Houfe ought to 
fanclion? He might have forgotten fome other relative ar¬ 
guments, but he believed theic to be the points on which the 
difcuflirn depended. 

With relpe<ft to the firft queftion, he muft fay, and he was 
jnftruilcd to fay fo by tiie p^titioneis, who confequcntly were 
accountable if the ftatements were untrue, that, on the night 
preceding the 26th of November, on which day the contradl 
with Mr, Boyd was figned, that gentleman’s mcmorialhad not 
been prefented. It apj^eared, therefore, if every thing had 
been liberally and fairly meant on ail fidcs, not that he thereby 
infinuated any criminal intention to the right honourable gen- 
rleman, but, if the whole of the proceedings had been liberal 
and fair, the night before the lignir^g of the contradl would 
not have been the time for the firft pica of the memorial, 
when notice had been given of an open competition ten days 
before; fince it was upon the i6ih of September, that the 
Governor of the Bank had informed Mr, Morgan of it. To 
this ftatement it was remaikable, there had not yet been any 
oppofition made, or any exception taken, and he held a circu¬ 
lar letter in his hand, written by an honourable Secretary to 

the 
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the contrailors, wherein a general invitation was given with¬ 
out any nnention of preference whatever. 

The grounds for preference in Mr. Boyd’s memorial were, 
that Mr. Boyd had a leafe of the monied intereft for ofie 
year, or at lead to the laft payment of the loan for 179S, 
which payment was computed to amount to 5,000,000!. and 
might be greatly injured by the intervention of a fecond con* 
tradt. An aflbrtion which he was prepared, in fome meafure, 
to deny; although the five millions were not paid up, he was 
credibly informed, and his informers were ready to prove ir, 
that, indcad of 5,000,000!. remaining in the jnarket, there 
were only 477,oool. That was to fay, in the language of 
the Alley, there was a fum of five millions, which had not 
been written upon the bank books, although it was as well 
known that four millions had been difpofed of in the market, 
as if they had been written on the books. The memorial 
therefore was true in point of fadt, though not in point of 
infereoce. 

Mr. Smith faid he would put it to every man, pollefling 
any fhare of common fenfe, whether there was not nearly as 
much money lod by the prefent negociation on one part, as 
the 477,0001. if it could have been wholly lod, would have 
been upon the other. Therefore the miiiiiler might have faid 
to the comradlors, keep your money, let the loan be open, 
and we will run the jifk of your Julies by paying the deficit.” 
If any preference were due, it was cxpiefsly due to 
Mr. Morgan, who, three years ago, had made a loan of 
12,000,oool. at which time he objedled to another loan till all 
the (hares were difpofed of, and the loan was made uii that 
- condition. This happened in February; and yer, in the May 
following, arfother negociation was entered into for a loan of 
three millions to the Emperor, when the (hares of 12,000,000!. 
were af difeount. I'hat loan was the bed which was ever 
made for this country. Who then had the right of pre* 
emptlon but thofe perfons who had fuffered by a former lof) ? 
It was all'o notorious that the greater part of the lad loan had 
been fold for a high premium. Nor did a pre-engagement 
with the prefent contradtors hold good in all its connections ; 
becaufe, although the former contradl was made obftenfibly by 
Mr. Boyd, who was the odcnfible perfon in the prefent con • 
tradt? Mr. Boyd had it again, with a different lid of indivi¬ 
duals. Not one of the lubfcribers to the former condition 
had come forward in his own name to ailert his claim to the 
prefent; and there was good reafon for it, becaufe that 
worth from twelve to fourteen per ctnU and coafcquently 
V’^oL. IL 1795. L1 they 
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they had been no loibrs by their bargain. Was it not then 
unreafonable, when fuch profits had been gained, that, becaufo 
one thirtjr-fixth part was not paid up, they ihould be favoured 
with the pre-emption, to the exclufion of thofc who had 
a£tual!y loft by a former negociation, and above all, to the 
great difad vantage of the publick? To come however to the 
right honourable gentleman’s own ftatements of the fubje^^f, 
it appeared that, at the time of the negociation in J794, 
there was an exprefs ftipulation, reduced to writing, that there 
fliould be no other loan ; but in the prefent cafe, the language 
had beeh fo yague and loofe, that the Chancellor of tlie Ex¬ 
chequer hardly recolleftcd that there was any engagement of 
the kind. If that right honourable gentleman with fuch 
powers of recoiledtion, as he was confelTed to poffefs, could 
with difficulty recall fuch a provifi >11 having been made, and 
could fo far have forgotten the flipulation as to have an¬ 
nounced his intention of making an open loan, the engage¬ 
ment, if it had any aftual exiftence, muft have been of a 
(lender nature indeed. It was evident, moreover, that no de- 
cifive ftipulation did cxift; becaufc, when the authority was 
given to the Governor of the Bank of England to announce 
the competition, it was hardly underftood that any preference 
exifted. To what amount however was the ftipulation ? 

He had been inftru£l:d, from two quarters, and they were 
ready to avouch it, but, at any rate he knew he (hould be cor- 
refted, that, when the petitioners converfed with the minifter 
' about the loan, he fpoke of the inconveniencies which the 
other contradors complained it would fubjeft them to, and 
(aid that they thought themfelves entitled to a preference, and 
he thought fo too. He thought they were entitled to*lome- 
degree of attention. Surely this was a phraie wiiich could 
hardly imply fo confiderable a bargain; and it was utterly 
impoffible that there was an opinion at that time in the mind 
of the minifter that it could go to that extent. TheSbargain 
refted then on this ground, that, after fuch a hint, all com¬ 
petition was withdrawn as expeditioufly as pofllble. The 
only chance for competition was by bidding, two, three, or 
four fer cent, above the contraftors, and that was no com¬ 
petition. Gentlemen had heard, fome years ago, a great deal 
(aid upon Irifii reciprocity, and this would afford a counter¬ 
part; it was Irifti competition. If, in the opinion of perfons 
beft acquainted with the inffuence«and variations of the funds, 
and beft known in continental politics, if, in their opinion, the 
Ijipui had not been worth the lOs. per cent, more which 
ihe petitioners offered, and they had, in confcqucncc, refufed 
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to take it on the propofed condition) every one muft know 
that the contraftors for it afteru*ards, initead of getting a 
premium upon the (hares, muft h:ivc allowed diTcount. Such 
were Meflrs. Boyd and Co. the contrav^tors for this loan, who, 
from their continental conneilions, and acquaintance with the 
funds, were confeious of the worth of the loan to its full 
extent; and if they had rejefted it, by that rejeftion they 
would have manifefted that it w<is not worth the having. 
Would not any man prove himfelf an ideot to take it after 
their refufal, with the additional payment of ten (hillings per 
cent. ? It proved itfelf therefore to his reafon, as he imagined 
it muft do to the reafon of every man, that the bargain was 
too partial j without meaning any thing invidious, he could 
call it nothing but a pretence of competition. It was an in¬ 
vitation to other perfons to fet the price; to fay it was a com¬ 
petition was a mere abufe of words. 

So much for the competition and the claim of Mr. Boyd. 
He did not wi(h to dwell on rumours, and therefore only 
mentioiicd them as fuch ; he had however heard, for a con- 
fidcrahle t'»me previous to the contrail for the loan, from 
gentlemen whole opinions ufually went with the right honour¬ 
able gentleman, that Mcflr«. Boyd were to have it, and that 
odds were publickly offered upon it. Whence could this 
confidence have arifen, but from Tome knowledge which they 
muft have had of the means to fecure it; and if th it were 
really the cafe, he lett it to the committee to decide whether 
it Wt>s fair to itop the competition on fuch grounds. 

I’he next qucftion neceflary to be fubmitted, Mr. Smith 
faid was^ whether there was a fair ground for imputing fraud ? 
When it'T imc to- the kind of competition that he had dated, 
Mr. Morgan was defired to confulcr of it. Mr. Morgan 
could not confidcr it; he very properly refufed to beftow one 
moment's conlideration on it, and flung himfelf out of the 
room. If other means could have been afterwards devifed, 
they (houIJ have been reforted to. It w^as the uniform 
pradice of Loid North's adminiftration to have a meeting one 
day for difeufling the particulars of the loan, to let the next 
day intervene to confider on the terms, and the third day was 
appointed for the contract. Mr. Morgan did not want to 
coniider of it, but went away in the full and firm perfuafion 
that nothing would be done at leaft till Friday. The next 
day he went upon the Stock Exchange, to llate what had 
palled to the lublcribcrs, and informed them of the little hope 
he entertained of their agreement when, to hi. ".'rprize, he 
was informed, that the bargain had been concluded die pre- 

L12 ceding 
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ceding afccrnoon by Mr. Boyd. It was extraordinary that 
the preiTurc of publiclc circumftances (hould have been fo 
urgent as nor to admit the intervention of a Angle day, nor to 
have made jt occur to the right honourable gentleman how 
iiecefTary it was to fend an intimation of it. Mr. Smith did 
not know whether all that he had ftated was correiUy true, 

' the parties however muft anfwer for themfelves, and he be¬ 
lieved they were ready to affirm it at the bar, and eftSblifh it 
by evidence. The great difficulty would be, to prove whether 
the oth^=r bidders were ready to come forward with immediate 
payment; he had not yet heard any doubts upon that point, 
which he admitted was material, and if there were no doubts, 
the competitors muft be called in. 

The whole queftion then refted here, whether the loan was 
made upon good terms or not? The beft mode to afeertain 
this wou'd be by referring to former loans. If the prefent 
W’as at a low premium, it would have the appearance of argu¬ 
ment in its favour. He compared it with ihc years 1775 and 
J776, w^hen it fell from one to two and a half per cent. 
di/count. Had chat been the cafe at prefent, it might have 
been faid to be a baigain, although a clofe loan, with the ap¬ 
pearance of competiiion. In 1780, indeed, the loan came 
cut at per ant. premium, and rofe to a (evemh and eighth i 
Wd in 1782 it came out at 10 prr cent, premium, and rofe 
afterwards to ii; but it was not in comparifon WJth the clofe 
of the American War ; and he fuppofed the right honourable 
gentleman did not wifli to rifk his character, either of policy^ 
finance, or conftitution, upon a compariibn w'ich that period. 
There was not only a difficulty in raifing fums at that time, 
but a confiderablc difficulty of keeping together a ccTajority of 
the houfe, which was, in fome vray, connected with the 
enormous premium on the loans. Their loans were cxprefsly 
and notoriouHy made to keep majorities. He did not fay that 
fuch was the cafe at prefent, he did not however deny that 
fuch an idea might enter the heads of the people. 

Mr. Smith declared that for the reafons he had affigned, he 
believed the ground and arguments of the right honourable 
gentleman to conftitute no inftance of the real goodnefs of 
the bargain, nor did it appear he had even followed his own 
principle. The year before Jaft there was a competition for 
I2,000,0001. fince which time the right honourable gentle¬ 
man had deviated from his own plan, for the premium of laft 
year was larger than had been known. In the prefent year, 
he (hould be afliamed not to fay, that it had an adventitious 
effect, when a peace might pe not far diftanc, and when it 

V'as 



Pec. 7.] WOODFALL’S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. ftSf 

was laid down broadly that the means of the enemy were only 
fufEcient for a fmall part of the next year. Under thefe cir- 
rumllances, with a peace Haring them in the face, and fo much 
money in the market, it was impoffible, in the nature of things, 
not to drive a good bargain, when the very next day after it 
was made, the contrador fold his loan at 5J- premium; that 
was, for 18,000,0001. he gained one million profit. 

Mr. Smith faid he was aware that a loan had been at 6^ 
premium, which, according to the prefent, would be at the 
rate of i,ioo,oool. upon the whole capital; he obferved 
however the comparifon muH then be between the two laft 
years of the American war, and no other; for it could not be 
reckoned advantageous but in comparifon with thefe, and the 
average premium then was nothing like what the loan at 
prefent bore. The arguments of the right honourable gentle¬ 
man, therefore, were directly on his fide, inftead of on the 
fide of the right honourable gentleman; if the premium were 
low, competitors were to be had; and if it were high at this 
time, it was a proof that the bargain was not a good one for 
the people. 

He contended that in point of fa£t, the money might have 
been borrowed at two per cent, lefs. I'hcfe very petitioners 
would have granted it at that rate. If no pofitive or aftual 
proof could be offered, it might have been faid, that men, in 
the bitternefs of difappointment, and the heat of zeal, had 
merely come forward with aflertions; but the gentlemen 
were ready to give their proof at the bar. He knew, how¬ 
ever, that heads moft ready to compute, and the moH adroit 
in calculation, might fometimes be mifiaken in their cal¬ 
culations!' 

The queltions which he begged the Houfe to keep in view 
were, whether a fair competition was likely to produce good to 
the* publick; and if that principle had been aded upon, 
whether there might not have been a diminution of the bur¬ 
thens ? If 400,0001. could have been faved, it was worth 
having. He would next afk the Houfe, w^hether it was not 
fit and becoming in minifters, whether, indeed, it was not 
their bounden duty, to have procured better terms ? the fhadow 
of competition that had been fet up had obvioully produced 
no good, on the contrary had produced & great deal of mif- 
chief. The mifehief was occafioned, he faid, by the right hon. 
gentleman’s arbitration, who did not wait for the propofal of 
Mr. Boyd, but made terms for him, and threw him in 6 per 
cent, when he might have had the money upon better terms 
for the public. Nothing could. be more clear than this 

ail'ertion; 
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adertion ; for, after other competitors had virithdrawn, he 
confcfledly projx)red his own terms to Mr. Boyd ; and, inftead 
of allowing two days more to conflder of it, the bargain was 
concluded in the afternoon of the fame day, upon the minifter’s 
fuggeftion. Having urged that point very ftrongly, Mr. 
Smith faid, he wifhed to know if the right honourable gen¬ 
tleman had any means of getting rid of the difficulty ? 

He knew that the right honourable gentleman had not pro¬ 
ceeded in the affair of the loan, without communieating his 
proceedings to other perfons, and he thought it juftice to them 
to fay that he had no rcafon to doubt of their integrity and 
ability ; be could not fay, however, that thofe were the moft 
proper perfons to confult, who had an intereft in making 
tile terms to the public as high as poffible. He knew not why 
the governor or deputy governor of the Bank of England, 
cither from charadier or fortune, were more infallible than 
other men ; but he knew that, by the rules of that Houfe, no 
perfon could retain a feat in it while he enjoyed a penfion, nor 
could a placeman remain there till re-eledlcd. On this prin¬ 
ciple he wiflied the governor and deputy governor of the 
Bank had not been confulted ; becaufe they were officially en¬ 
titled to a confiderable part of the loan ; and bccaufe no 
perfon could contend that they were proper perfons, as they 
could not be ftated to I'c perfedHy difintereffcd in the event of 
the bargain. The amoujit of the premium of the governor 
alone exceeded that funi which his Majefty w’as unable to 
grant from his civil lift, namely, 1200I. He mud fay, thcre- 
Ibre, that the perfons confulted ought to have been as difin- 
terefted as peffible. 

He wifhed every gentleman prefent to fep^rate cenfure 
of an improvident bargain, and the neceftity of the Houfe to 
. fan<^ion the fuppiy, as much as poffible. He did not wilh to 
pufti cenfure ; though be could not argue, if the Houfe ftiould 
lefufe to fanciion the engagement, that the refufal would 
imply cenfure; but he was bound to difeharge his duty, 
though it (hould lead to a vote of that extent. 

In regard to future bargains, he denied that the refufal 
would have an embarraffing or dangerous effedf. If the fandfion 
of that Houfe muft be given to every mealure which a minittcr 
chofc to underfake, the fandlion itfelf was reduced to a futile 
and nugatory propofition. He was very ready, therefore, 
to declare that circumftances might warrant any gentleman to 
fay that he would not fanciion the loan, although he would 
not withdraw his confidence. On the other hand, the fanc- 
not of this loan went directly to prevent all future compe¬ 
tition 
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tition. On the prefent occafioH it had been underftoo d,that 
it ‘ would be an open loan, and that bidders would be received 
on equal terms. Hence a number of people made provifion, 
cither by felling out their ftock, or railing fums for the pur- 
pofc. Would any gentlmcn do fo in future, unlefs they had 
previous rcafon to fuppofc they Ihould actually have the loaii» 
when they did not know that a perfon might not come forward 
in twelve hours after their arrangements upon grounds how-> 
ever light and frivolous, to fuperfede them ? [A call for the 
queflion. 

Mr. Smith faid, he had gone through every point. He 
was not furprifed to hear the quellion called for, efpecially 
when he rccollefted that he had neither placed his arguments 
in fuch a lucid view as the right honourable gentleman, nor 
mixed them with general topics, fuch as the right honourable 
gen:leman often found opportunity to introduce with fo much 
fatisfaftion to a part of the Houfe, and with lb much enter¬ 
tainment to the whole. He muft obferve, however, that when 
gentlemen betrayed eagernefs at fuch a time, it implied that 
they did not entertain a very correfl: regard to the interefts of 
their conftituents or their own dutyj and there never was a 
moment when thofe confideratioiis were preiTed upon them 
more than at that moment. They were prefled to the confi- 
deration of the quettion by the plenty of money which was 
flared to be floating in the country among the higher orders, 
whereby the competition was more likely to have been ren¬ 
dered beneficial to the public. They never could be more 
preffeJ to the conlideration, than when the taxes, already moft 
enormous, were encrcafed, when the country was coming to 
the fituation when llielowerclafles of the payers of# the taxes 
were worfe oULlian their fellow creatures who obtain relief 
from the poor-rates, and when not only 400,000!. but even 
40,000!. was a proper objed of invelligation. He begged- 
pardon for detaining the Houfe fo long, and for the prolix and 
irregular manner in which he had,exprefled his fentiments; 
but as he had only received fome anfwcrs upon the fubjeft a 
quarter of an hour before he rofc to fpeak, he hoped to receive 
fornc degree of indulgence i and concluded by moving, that, 
after the refolution for granting the i8,ooo,oool. to his Ma- 
jefty was agreed to, the chairman of the committee Ihould 
report progrefs, in order that, when the Houfe was refumed, 
he might move for an enquiry into the manner in which the 
loan had been contrafled for. 

£ This mode of proceeding he adopted at the fuggeftion of 

iht 
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the Chancellor of the Exchequer and Mr. Fox^ as being the moil 
regular.] 

The firft refolution, for granting the Loan of f 8,000,oool. 
was then read and pai&d. After which the queftion was put, 
that the chairman fliould report progrefs, which was carried. 
On the queftioii being put, that Mr. Hobart fliould leave the 
chair, 

Mr. Fox faid, that, after the able manner in which the fub- 
je£t of the Loan had been treated by his honourable friend 
( Mr. Smith) it would not be ncceflary for him to enter into it 
at large. He would only premife the few obfervations he had 
to make, by declaring that his not entering upon the confider- 
ation of the taxes that were announced, which he would take 
another opportunity to examine, was not to beconftrued into 
an approbation of them. Some of them he difapproved in the 
ftrongeft manner, as he could not perceive that they afforded 
any fccurity for the intereff of the money they were intended 
to provide. His honourable friend had preffed a queffion of 
great importance to the point under confideration, which he 
would again propofe to the right honourable gentleman op- 
pofite. He would afk. What was the nature of the engage¬ 
ment with the fubferibers to the laft yearns loan, which had 
induced him to adt in fo extraordinary a manner ? He could 
not conceive it to be of a very explicit or prccife nature, fmre 
the right honourable gentleman had forgot it entirely, till fub* 
fequent circumffances had recalled it to his recollc£tion. He 
wiihed to know whether he was bound to thofe fubferibers by 
any (pccific contract. If he was not, upon what principle 
could he juftify the mode in which the bargain was concluded ? 
If he w^s, why did he fend notice^to the perfons; -whole 
compIainu,were preferredagainft the trJfifa£Uons, that it was 
tobeconduCted by open competition ? He had givenout that it 
was to be open, and had not given intimation that it was to be 
qualified. In putnng this queftion, he could not hefitate as 
to the anfwer. I'he right honourable gentleman muff have 
been aware, that any obligation here incurred muff have been 
very important, and yet it had cfcaped his memory. He per¬ 
ceived, from what had been faid, that it bad been inferred, from 
the ftipulation of the payment of the loan before February, 
17^6, that no other loan was to take place previous to that 
period. That, however, could not be coniidered as a fpecific 
engagement, nor juftify the line of conduft the miniftcr had 
purfued. The men who had thus been difappointed, fuffained 
a very fevere lofs as individuals, and the public would ulti* 
mately be affedled by the principle which had been eftabliflied. 
Future loans, ihould new ones unfortunately be required, 

ivould 
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wosiiil experience the bacJ confeqii^nces of the manner in 
ihe prefent had been (baled. The laft payment of the 
lorin lor the prefent year was, he underftood, in December, 
i ; o^'; the confcqiicT‘ce of which would be, that if the war 
\u,*r: 'I .ucly continued throughout the year, if th^ expence 
uni. * i aitrly continued to exceed the calculation made for 
dcfi . . .1 ii, if the country was unfortunately in a fituatiott 
to If quire parliament to meet next Oftober, or if, on the 
fuppofition that there were no financial reafons for contrafting 
early tor the loan,» it mii^ht be found expedient, iaa political 
view, in order to||hew the enemy the amplitude of ouf rc- 
fources, and the energy of our exertions; would not the 
minifter he under t!ie lame engagement then that he was at 
the prefent moment, and be equally debarred from all the ad-^ 
varitTgesof an open loan? If this had been the word of the 
minifi-er, his charavikr might, indeed, be involved j but the 
confvqutnccs to the country were more important to be con- 
fidereci, and its operation upon future loans. If there were 
really an obligation of faith, even that he would contend, was 
vioL^ted. His obligation was not given to Meflrs. Boyd and 
Company, but to the ful^fcrlbcrs to the loan, none-of whom 
flood upon the lift of t ie prefent year. As the real fublcrl- 
bers of laft year, therefore, were not confulted, to whom 
alone any pledge could be underftood to be given, the very 
engagement on which the prefent extraordinary condu^ of 
the minifter juftified, had been fubftintiiilly violated. 
The right hc? 3 ao'irable gcntlemauhad departed from that prin¬ 
ciple of competition which he had formally extolled fo highly. 
The vcj; fame circiimft.inccs which had occafionetya depar¬ 
ture from :t would be likely again to occur, andico caufc a 
fi’milar deviation. ‘KO'iieclared he was ready to e^ulpate the 
right honourable gentlcmJhi from any irnputiti^ of fraud in 
this tranf iMion but be c^uld not txciilp.ite him from a grofs 
degree of inattLiirion, in making-^y^fijiip^flation for the laft 
year’s loan, in having come under fuch an engagement iif 
January laft, as for ever to preclude him from his favourite 
plan of competition. He called upon the committee to refleft 
on the honourable gentlcman’sjown language refpeding com¬ 
petition on different occafions. In iy93aloanwas made 
on the worft ant! nioft extravagant terms j and the only de¬ 
fence which was let up for it was, that it was mad;: by com¬ 
petition. He then contended, that, in a conftitutional view, 
we were greater gainers by the mode in which the loan had 
been made, than \vc were lofers in a financial view from the 
difadvanta^eous nature of the terms. At that time he had 
VoL. 11 , 1795, Mm agreed 
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' . jigreed with the right hq^tfturahle gentleman in the principle 

I' . .^ind differed with him only on the mode of comp^ tition. Thi» 
iicxc year he purfucdhis phn of ccmpe.itr n. And what was 
the confrquence f A Joai.-of eleven millions was raffed on 
^orc advantageous terms than was .ilmoft ever known* 

: The Houfe would rt\olie.:i the triumph of the right honour- 
' able gendeman ufion that occafion, and his boaft that be had 
combined conilittrtkinal with financial advantages. No 
fooncr, however, was the fyftem of competition approved by 
its fuccefs, than it w»as inftantly abandon^ and though the 
right honourable gentleman had prepared ™ plan of compe* 
ticion," when it only anfwercd conftitutionally, he deferted it 
when it anfvycrcd both conftitutionally and financially. In 
the prelent ihftance alt his confidence repofed in the goodnefs 
of the terms. For his own part, Mr. Foxfaid, he thought 
that the terms were extremely bad. It was with much con* 
cern he heard of a deviation from the good old cuftom of al¬ 
lowing twenty-four hours to intervene between the firft meet* 
ing upon the fubjed and the conciufion of the bargain. 

He alfo had.occafion to repeat an obfcrvation wh'ch he had 
n^de laft year, that if the ftocks rofe, then all the advantage 
uvason the fide of the individual; whereas, if they fell, there 
WB no legal, or, at leaft, no pradical mode of enforcing the 
^ bargain. The loan, therefore, ought to be contraded for upon 
a fairefirmateof the average price of ftocks, with a due re¬ 
gard both to the intcrefh of the country, and the juft profit 
of the individual. Mr. Fox entered into a comparifon be¬ 
tween th'^ terms of laft yearns loan and of the prefenr, and 
conten^ed^,that a loan on the three p^r cents was negotiable on 
much moT§; advantageous terms than oc ariy other Itock, be- 
caufe it gav\,a greater capital to lender. The price of 
ftock was it wa^laft year; abetter bargain 

was therefore to i>?ve been exp/Cted upon thatgroui?d. Thus, 
in time of peace, a fdSr<f"might be negociated with a much 
finaller bonus than at any other time. 

He next compared the prefent loan with that of 1783. That 
bad been made in veiy unfavourable circumftances, and 
he allowed it to be a very bad one for the country. Would a ^ 
bad loan in 1783 however Juftify the Houfe in acceding to a ^ 
bad one in 1795 ? Would it juftify them in acquiefeing in 
the terms of the loan then propofed, in the prefent circum- 
ftanccs ? clearly not, for they were not obtained by competi¬ 
tion. it might be faid, that it was eafy for individuals to cir¬ 
culate reports of what terms they would have offered. But 
k was not a fccret confined to a few bands; it was notorious 

that 
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^hat a great number of perfons had colleiEled an immenfe fixm 
6f money for paying the firft inftallments; and how were 
difappointed ? becaufe the Chancellor of the Exchequer was 
wilder fome obligation^ which he did not recolle( 5 t, and which 
made it neceffary for him to rcjeci; a competition* And this re« 
jeftion he made, not in the moft manly way, by tallcing of 
competition, and, at the fame time, by propofing it on Aicb 
terms that no man, in his fenfes, would ever have thought of 
entering into it. Hj firft declared that there was to be a coni- 
petition to the governor of the bank; and when, upon this in¬ 
formation, Mr. Morgan, and his friends had waited upon him 
to give in their propofils, the terms were fuch that ao man 
could acquief'-c in them. One ve y exiraordmary circum- 
ftance, whici) he had mentioned in his fpcech, he could not for¬ 
bear to notice, namely, that he had made his own terms with 
Mr. Boyd, That any man, on an occafi >11 of that nature, 
ihould venture to triiftthe Chancellor of the Excheq uer to fet¬ 
tle the terms of a loan between him and the public, fhewed 
tiiat the gentleman muft indeed have had very impdeit confi¬ 
dence in him, to truft him in the official fituation which he 
held as a icferec and arbitrator. Such extreme gcncrofity, 
fuch a boldncfs of confidence, feemed to him to prove r*ither 
loo much. The trardadion be confidered in a dotible 
point of view; as an injury to me petitioners, and as a lofs to 
the country. To Mr. Morgan it was clearly a ferlous lofs, 
his money being called in for ihc purpoib of making this appli- 
cationof it; andto the publicthere was, firft, a Infs of 4 'K>o^oaol. 
That however was the Icaft part of the public injury. 
By deferring the plan of competition, he had outraa^da funda- 
•mcfital principle of the conftttucion, laid a pr^-ccd/it of which 
corrupt min lifers‘migh'Mp futuie avail thcmfeve^much to the 
dctrimetti of the public,^>qd checked for cvei^^ fpirit of ad¬ 
venture in the monied interVtt of the kingryfi. Who, in fu¬ 
ture, would be inclined to folio? In 
vain the governor of the bank might give out that there was 
an open loan ; he would not be believed. In vain might 
allure the merchants that there would Iv* .1 fair compciition ; a 
previous obligation would always be furpeifed. Mr. Morgan 
and his frien<is, for two months paft, had boafted they w <uld 
have the loan; becaufe,from their particular ideas r»f iheftate 
of public affai¥s» they thought that they could offer terms more 
advantageous to the purlic than any other perfons. T he anfwec 
they received was, no; you will not; for whether it is detcr- 
ttiined by competition, or without coitiparition, i\ 4 r. Boyd will 
get it. When chefc fads were known, would it not be the 

liion 


M m 2 



♦68 WOODfAU’S PARLIAMENTARy REPORTS. [Commoks. 

oion of the public, that the plan of co»npetition wjs for ever 
abandoned, bee rune the principles on whnn it was purlutd were 
'abandoned ? He wMlhed to know if it was th«^ inte. iio:; of ad- 
to propofc ^ loan lo the ^-r.'peror j and if ii was, 
,Whether the minilter w. s under engagciiiert to give u fhe con- 
traflors for the prefent Iran : He had Tn<ifiy objeiitiuns to snake 
' to the ftatement contaiijed in the b uigei, and j.articni*trlv to 
fome of the taxes ; but he would not enter into any dircuJion 
upon tliefe topics, till the prefent important quediou wa2» dif- 
pofed of. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, he knew of no agree¬ 
ment which had be^n entered into refpiictinp: a loan to the em¬ 
peror. With regard to th*- general queilion, whether, bv ids 
conduilin theaujultmen^of the prcfeiU loaii, f.c-v \ ^ to be ron- 
fidcred as dcpai ting from the principle of con!])e£iiii> •, heliuil- 
tatc-d not to fay, that Inch was by no nicar-s his intention ; on 
thegonirary, he retained rsftiong an attrxlimcni n lint mode 
as ever. VVith reg.’^rd to the prefent inlV^nti', i: remained 
for the committee to judge of the pfC’fuar circuinftances 
under w^hich he had departed from this pr.i-cip'c; it could 
not however by any jull inference to’l iw, char, becaufe 
there were exceptions to a rule in partic :Iar that 

therefore he had abandoned the rule a.toge*hwr. Were the 
maxi.iis piefled upon him to be foi’jwt'ti up, there n.uit 
T>e an obiiit^atc r.dherecxe to one particular f){tcm under 
all i!i;'pt>{r.*abic cafc?» that might occur,or otncrvviie he muft 
be ex])oi:<l t® the charge rf a fruitlcfs dtparriii'c from a given 
rule lor lime improper purposes: He eoald not admit the 
force of efeier of thefe fuppcJitlon.'^. It had been objtck-J 
that, by hi^agreemeiit with iVIeffrs. .nid Co, lic haJ 

prevented otln^j: Oiflrs; he knew wriethjr that was true 
or not j at alhc latc, tlie qinj^non wh-ch he was bound 
t 3 confider was ten;-?, wliich had been 

ofFcrtd were fuch as hcTiught to be latisficd w.ib? He ap- 
preh.'^njied he h.±d anruied latisfaciory rcafoiis on that point, 
and :Vjr llicvvlng why, in the prefent inltancc, he ought ngt to 
cnCoui.ig^' a compeiirion. 

It had been obxrved, that Meflls. Morgan and Co. had 
attended to receive, rather than to make propufals, and that 
the) had withdiawn without any being madv to ihc'n. He 
proceeded id relate, that at that interview he had fufficiently 
explained the terms of the loan; and likewife that, in addi¬ 
tion to the eighteen millions to be br rro ^ed, tiicre was a pof- 
fibihty of funding five millions more of tne navy debt, in ad^ 
diticn to the advance of a loan of three millions to the Km- 

pel or 
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neror. The right honourable gentleman (Mr; Fox) h,aa' 
filtered into a comparilbii of Ae terms of the prefent 
with that ot lallyear. He had obferved, that the pricp 'irf 
ftock.i fell dining the difeuffion. Upon that point, the Cli^ 
ccllor of ihe'iJAchcquer faid, he hail fortunately by hirtii ahd' 
would read to the lommittee, the component parts of that 
loan, and the price of flocks, tyhen that bargain Was'mad& 
Frnmthat flitemcnt (which he read) gentlemen would fee 
that the ho-us of tin prelent loan was fomewhat lels than the 
former, ii'id lot mo.e than it was neceflary to give under all 
exiiHi.g l irciimifa iccs. It had, indeed, been faid, that it 
mufl be i.xjie.fli-d rhat the hmus flioiilJ be lefs when the 
flocks are higher than they were Id! year, but he obferved 
thf rife of the funds was little more than 3 per cenL hio-her 
than they were at the time-of the fo-mer loan. It had*aIfo 
belii rcma'licd, that the Ihoulil be coiifiJerably lefs lince 
the capital had been principally made in the^ per cents. 
Upon ihele points the authority of a noble IfljTd, (Lord Stan¬ 
hope) when a member of that houfe had been ftated,'but‘ 
was any geniicman ready to profefs himfelf willing to go to 
the fame exteiu with that noble lord in his Opinions and prin- 
rip'e.>. He wen: over the leading principles which he had laid 
dowvn onopciiiitg I'.isfpeech, and produced a paper which ftaied 
the rates of iiU' ictt of diiFerent lo .iis. He particularly noticed 
the terms of the loan of 1794, when the fyflem of competi¬ 
tion had been flated to be carried to its utmoft heiJit} then 
the 3 per c^’tits. were 67^, and the 4. per cents. 83 Tnd’ odd ; 
the latc of intcrcl't on the eleven millions then boiribwed was 
4'. Hi. per cent, in the prefent loan it was fla^ at about 
4!. 13s. and though ilsi'i. loan had been brande^s fo enor- 
moully extravagant, it We.s eviden: that thetyVas not the 
difference of 2s. 6d. of a lo,i;**^>f eighteen mjjlfons, compared 
with a loan ol twelve million?, )!».l.j;j;ut,atKfic advanced period 
of the fourth year of the war in w^ch we were en*>a >'cd. 
Was this loan then, he afktti, fo bad, that the Houle of Com¬ 
mons were called upon to refufq to give it their famlfion ? 
This he could not believe ; and he trufted ttut, conllderin» 
all circumftances, the bo.ile would not flamp it with its dil- 
approbation : lure he was that he iiad nothing to re.^cct upon 
himfelf for in the prafent tr.Tnfaflion. 

Mr. Fox remarked, that mi tne prefent loan there was tmlv 
6s-. 6d. taken in Long Aiiiviiu i, w.hersas the loan in i 
was 12'. 6d. He obferved ..ili), :!iat part of iha: Inan was in 
the 4 percents, wheieaa t;i,- j>,.ihnt was-in t:ic 3 per cents. 
He thought it flrange tha: the 4 per ccftts. then Ihmild be 

within 
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within one pir cent* of what they were at prcfent, whilO^ th^ 
(hould be above tL lefs in value than at this tim^. 
UO the ful]ye£t of competitionfwblch the right honourable gen- 
had profeffed to adopt, he could not help obfervmg, 
tet tnilli )ns and a half, which that gentleman had 

luid occafion to borrow for the public in the courfe of the 
prefent war, fifteen millions had been raifed by competition^ 
and thirty-fix millions fay clofe contra£t} fuch had been the 
exception to the general rule, which the right honourable 
gentleman pretended fo much to appiove! 

Tie Chancellor of the Exchequer explained the terms of the 
I(»nof 1794. 

Sir Francts Baring remarked, that if the additional dif- 
CtMiHt were reckoned, i# would make the terms of the pre- 
lent loan above 7I. per cent He aifo pointed out a material 
difference between the jjp^tefent loan and that of 1783, when 
the minifter had not the"*benefit of the Sinking I* und, as at 
jwefont. 

Mr. W. Smnh reverted to the tranfa^lions with Meflrs. 
Morgan and Mellilh, and obferved, that though they could 
not be (aid to know exadly the terms wnich the minifier was 
to offer, yet they could not be ignorant, chat, in addition t# 
the eighteen m llions^ a certain number of Navy Hills were 
to be funded ; and that they, w'ith their friends, who were 
ready to offer for the eighteen millions, were at the fahie 
time rcajy to offer for more* 

Mr. faid, he rofe to make one obfervation: the 

right honourable gentiemaa had admitted that he had been 
in an err^ with re^pefl to what had pafled in January with 
Mr* BoyA that when he came to Carey Jus p»ojedt of com¬ 
petition into^xecutioiK he bad, foj/t\ic (irft time, difcovered 
that be was ehi^angled in an enjpd^’ment, of wind) he was 
liot before aware jN^nd that Jl'^*t 11 t been for that he would 
have proceeded to malSf? loin by competition. He thought 
it extraordinary that, in transacting this loan, the right ho- 
ooiirable gentleman fiiould have forgot the citcumffances 
fbat pafira in conveffation with Mr. 'Boyd. In a former 
CMverfation with Mr. Morgan, the r ght honourable gen- 
tiemasi was, he faid, chargeable with the fame forgetfuinefs 
as to the cireumftance of the Imperial loan; that Mr. Morgan 
and bis friends had taken fire at this, and had pelted Lp a paper 
intiie Stock Exchange, (whichMr. S. re3d}ftating, that, other 
funding had taken place, of the 11 millions, and the Navy Bills 
of the two millions, and Exchequer Bills of two milhons, 
ffgned Godfobal, Mcu'gan, axxd Angcrftein: he thought it 

lomc- 
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’ Wiewhat extraorduii^, tfiat, after this rebuke which the 
ri2ht honourable gentleman bad receive^ he (houki omit 
being explicit, whether or not there was to be another 
trian loan. He aiTerted, that the effcA of this 
would be a total lofs of cbaracfier, as to pufiiSloaliry of 
nefS) a great pecuniary injury to Mr. Morgan and his frieisis^ 
and a lofs to the public of near 400f000l. mrflng. How hat 
fuch a lofs was criminal, he {hould leave to the committee*' 
The queftion he wifbed to a(k was, whether the right ho^ 
nourable gentleman confidered himfelf bound to contra^ no 
new loan till the laft payment on the former one was^kade 
good t 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer anfwered this queftion in 
the affirmative ; and explained the qfiture of the negotiation 
which he had entered into refpe^Sting the Imperial loan. 

Me. Sheridan infifted that Mr. Morgan proceeded not upon 
rumour, but upon official documents, with rerpe& to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer’s eontrading for 4 he Imperial 
loan. 

Mr. Huffey reminded the Chancellor of the Exchequer how 
much the bonus increafed the intereft of the loan. He thought 
he wa^ blameable for the manner in which he had difpoTed of 
the loan; and calculated the difference between qOjOOoL 
which he had faved by^^giving the loan to Mr. Boyd, and the 
Ic* of 3331OO0L which was ready to be given by Meflfrs* 
Morgan and others. He declared he had a comnsiflioii to 
ftate this to the houfe; and then read a letter (datedAha^ day) 
from Mr. ]|f[orgaii to Mr. Pitt, ftating the advantageous 
t^ms to the public on which he had offered id take the 
loan. And another letter, figncd by Dimfdale am Co. and 
other Bankers, dcciarit*^, that, in cafe Mr. Morgan’s offer 
to contradt for the loan wrs accepted, they w'i>a)d engage to 
become thr fecunty lor makiL^^ the paymeqv^f lol. per cent* 
on Phurfday the loth inftant. 

The ChancJlor of the Eocchequer dcclard, that until the ho¬ 
nourable gentleman produced and read Chofe lettersi he had 
never feen, nor iieard of them $ and he afked whether 
a letter, produced under fuch circumffances, and after the 
bargain had been concluded, was a fair proceeding or 
would induce the committee to fufpend coming to a deter¬ 
mination on the lubjcdl ? In anfWer to a remark which 
h«ni been nnde, he declaicd, he had not fiid that a racqi^for 
competition w »s a race for whilft he confidered it for 

the advanti ;e 04 iIk public ; that by the bargain be bad con- 

^ eluded 
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eluded, he had deprived monied men from agreeing to the 
Joan,,on terms not ^)uch exceeding four and a b’^lfptr cent^ 
^JLu HuJfcy explained re/ped^ing the contents of the paper 
had been read by Mr. Shetldajn, and ^ nek up at the 
Exchange. Thequeftion was loudly sulicJ for. 

^that the impatience of the hoefe for the 
iqueftioii couldliot add much to its credit or ch;»rr:dler, were 
they to think, for a moment, that in this difeuffion was in¬ 
volved the voting away a'fom of not Icfs than half a million 
of their conftitueiits' money. He rofe m conrcqucncr ofw’hat 
hadjipstlieti from the right honourable gentleman c-ppolite, who 
had Uniformly praifed tjie fyftem of public compciition for 
loans, and now had deviated from it upon vrhat he called 
Jpeaal grounds. He wifhed that it fliould be known what 
thefe Ipecial grounds were, and recrdlcd the attention of tiie 
houfe to what he had f^id eaily jn the feflion relative to certain 
fiiflitious bills, purporting to be drawn from Hamburgh by 
Mr. Boyd, though be believed they had been drawn in Lon¬ 
don, and accepted by Mefirs. Rofe and Loi^g of the TretJurv. 
They were fent into the market for diicount: the Bank 
would not touch them; he uiiderftood however that fome 
private individuals had difeounted them ^ and an h onourable 
friend of his having mentioned the loth of Detimbcr as the 
day when the firft inftalment of the loan was required, it 
became a curious fa£f that it was the precife day on whichgiiJ 
thofe ctJcbrated bills run to, although they we-i* drawn at 
difterenILdates when firft ilTued. Th»s, in his mind, r.irried 
with it a prefumptive evidence of the caufe Mr. boyd 
was to h^e the preference, and al! open cc-inpeuii Mi w'as vMfbt 
out. Tnv right honourable genil-Muan Jiad defired to 
name a day^r an enquiry into tiiis when he firft Ibated 

he faievr^jo well the fate of ^iquirics of that fort, and 
^the manner inVluch they had/Teen :*ot rid of: (till, how¬ 
ever, he muft in liar inn of thcfc bills was a 

mean, Jhabby, difgruceful trick ; 1o fcandalou> that it was 
beneath the ebaradier of a ftatciman, and more like the laft 
lefori of a fwindling trader. 

The Chancellor ^ the Exchequer Lid, th?t if the learned 
genaj^eman to name a day, he was ready to go into any 
enquiry rclpe^iiing thefe Bills. 

Mr. F^x confidered that as a poor excufc, when the right 
honootable gentleman's credit aiid h<;nour were concerned. 
He thought Mr. Morgan bad been ill n!cd, and deceived into 
I rifk of a confiderable fum of money j and that he had a 
right to come forward, and date to the public that he was ftilj 

rcaily 
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to make t^f{ima#oi^«>4vAnt3igeM Mr. font 
olticrvcd that th^ M|Biti<tf^‘gehtle«i9n had nf»r«r «>- 
fweredthe queftitt^ wneti bv gave Mvf Mc^ew 

reafoR to think that tM|tt)^)Arewd he a fair hhoail 

at that time any ditettfthpeh in his #i$io>|rfi|{'db te knevp 
would prtvent nin Ifom dvitig Mr. and his friends 

that 0^ cAwpetMeo whtAh was held ou^ HeAcempl»ned 
of the mifrhievoiis efiTe^b b^h to Mr. Morgan apd his fiends, 
and the puUtc at hu^ which had reiulted from tte want of 
this mwticit inforaqiddon. He law no reafon' Wh]^ the com- 
mitttm qf the Hoafe of Cotomoiu Ihonld adofic- dte moft 
expenltve plart^ becaule of the hoptovideht en^gehients of 
the minifter*' If th^ were ftrciM to become a party, he 
thought it Ihoidd he a pArty to dte heft bargain, which was the 
firft ei^ageiti^iit of ihft minifler tvidi Mr. Morgan, 

The queftion was put (m Mr< Smith’s motion, when thece 
wer^ ■' 

Nttu * - - 23? 

Jyf* 5 - ' 27 

* atO 

.ii-ii.ii« 111^1 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

TvStpiAy, t^KimberZ, 

mX 2 

The oA ihe table ime read a fecond time. " 

A petitios was prefented from Liverpool, prayittg^tbelegif* 
latiire to adopt fuctimeafures as are neo^ry toreltnin Ipdi- 
tiows meedngS. , 

A meffiige was delivered from his Majefty,^y die Duke of 
Portland, ^mg that his Majeftyvould rcKnquim the amount 
ariiing from the tide of the prizes taken from the fuhje^ of 
tite ifiiited States oi HoUanth after dedodi^g ^e claims of 
the captors, for the public iervicih 
LtrJ moved an addiefa of dianks to his Ma- 

jefty for fats gracious oommutilcation j which was agieed to ac¬ 
cordingly. 

Orwred, that the Houfe be fummoned for WedneftUy the 
9th. Ad^urned. 


VoA. II. 1795. 


No 


HOUSE 
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HOUSE OE €09^0^3. 

’ 'jUibiie'tibiit #Nnn of the i^alJed overjjRiiftt- 

jitt to die Order cf ^ Day* j^jCqSM^ior of (||(g&tche> 
^uer brought up thA^i|h»wiRg ybich 

was read i^ the SpealEer» the Impoers |{|odS^ Iwl unco¬ 
vered. " ■ , '* 

'■ '•> ■•■>■&' 
H!s]Mb|J(MI^4.|BK3^otitheair«rai^ 

ful Cocummh^if %tfort hi$ Mj^ieifcr 

which afttlMcfrfrary iinaet tlie ^4WiaS||ie9f *^ tlia»|loulc 

to confider of auiellqf proviS^ tdwavdf ^ (Mtay *ui tit" 

traordtnaif mtif be 

aod coti]iW%«f9b»A^ thee»geiicil^oi;«^4^ iD«y>«vfBii»eifc li^ U^y> 
on thk occdSW, fMAl f Ufo ipe t to MUftteint Jfibb Itbsie^ ^srt the erifis which viau 
drpenjlbig etthe cxfWiabssceaiewt ;he prtlent &^bn, hff ifd to fuch aa order 
of thingk in ftmeo, *< coofottb^^f tp the fentiments 

whn h hb has alreadjf Miared» to tbeec may ili^bfi^pn for hegoddtion on the part 



** Hi^ M«^}efty ttonka proper to acquaint the Houfe of Commone^ tbeSt a con« 
fiderablc divifioAof ihipsy having on board foreign tr'>ops in ihe ferviee of Great 
Iid\lng hcendlfperfed and damag?^ white on their f adage frb|a the rii^rs 
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C!Ve apd Wcfer dia flatP af jWadMWWM iiffoiit ed for tiidcooTaj 

Smiliirwbieb it tra im i B ajt rf Ac| Aqrfttj^lMw ^dantfoiaiEB fenict^ ^is 
(aafoBol aaitt tbeSiM ttoapa to iie^l^aa* 

fn4 o be Ibd^lb jtyl yrt Ot «n|| «Md|inp'tcfc, a»d Wfj||«:MrjBr 

tfiii at tlw Arrdiont t’lat 

Aa pUto af l a ynw tii r, to£i<» ^ 

ke in «|i)gMK tece>j|'^fce»,”#e 

'aXi tt i fflii . iaiill#tBailidafaMife w b fi^ to to timMf* caii 
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Mr. SherUan laid> he ct^ceived that any matters of 
planation or of fiJg'geftjoh;n|!|^^ well be made in th^e 
icnt ftiaf2;c, as it would be^nl3ei| ; |ii 'opportunity of 
r^atking further when came to be 

an opportunity for more, occ^on, 

from their heiiig Milked to fpeakii^;!?^^ to ^ny ,p|uiicufeir 
queftioii whe^j tnellbiife was not jh r^M^ittee. , He &ouW 
be extremely a verfe fo'Oppofing jai 

forward in prefent exigencies of the ewi^ty what he 

had to was more with a view to drW tISe; mitnfter^ 
artentio^^toVlbofe objections that muft ne- 

ceffitytrf thieir bciiig obviated^ to 

feat witiL^ pditt^m c^ ' 

He prirMty agreed With his; Wm, ^jend ill; ob^eftlons 
ftated to the duty on cart hdrfes 
purpofcs pf agrietdturej and thoOghl 
tion of which the Hgnt hoii 

profefTeill^'^b^’^ repealed^ duties upM'Car^ wains, &c. 
which were fijtfinerly JAid.i|pon them, iHf pp^fed tax on 
horfes was^a;^d^|>a)^tire l^^i^^that ruHe^; And ^ heavier 

duty tihan the fn|n then emymd; in' the p^efent ftiAance innu¬ 
merable difhcultius^tnight occiir. According to the refolution 
then pfopoted^ ^tti^duty wemW not only bear upon horfes of 
the deferiptidft alljlifdefl upon horfes employed ui 

ploughingf anctW nqparticular ^ was Ipecified, upon colts 
and ^li,c|>s Well as any other*, ^ p!:wa|faid to be but a fntiall 
tax. But v^en the how wa$ the ap¬ 

plication to be limited.? 

proved t^if^ggrpiTiVe fife which i^'taken place in )|w ^xes 
impofedfight hon. gentliSm the d^ty^ipp horf^ 

fce^tlFof pi^lhre was ddubled. tn his mind it vnk a fallacious 
<^icrul«cfon to proceed upon, that the farmery, frorn the pre¬ 
fect high rate pf corn, poflefled advantages, whitrh 
amply eompenfete fi)r this new duty, as the tax bore with 
greatc'ft fcverity .upon the pooreft farmers j and even thofe of 
mpre extertfive cohcehis, found the increafe of poor fates, and 
oihi^r addlironaj expcnce*,* enough to balance what they might 
liave gained in the incteafed price of wheat, i fhouIJ 

ther<tfisre lyiove, that ajl horfes employed iiifarming, and con- 
ntnSed with purpofes of agriculture, Ihould be exempted frorn 
this’tax. ^ 

tie a!fo dl^pproved of the duty being doubled on thofe 
horfes whichVwcre kept for pleafure, &c. and if the miniftcr 
thoecht it wpuld not afFcCl the number of horres fo ufed, he 
bfltevcd he WQUjid find bimfelf to have aClcd upon a very rafo 
' ' calculation. 
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'^Calculation: This conrukra^on naturally; led to die dcwhle 
expdnce of liupc^d upon the horfe-deaWi 


time when thf isear 


Which was an me time 1 

of the ;||p|||^;]|nevifa'bty pi^ui 

of th^dematid. he was of in 


reyefl!ue would be iKq by thofi? .and 

after much .thp iT^ih^er v^ould find it 

'bi a"t'ax>‘t&t worwretaining-.-/'' ^ .. 

A«Jt i^^ht (awAe time of the Heufe iip^n j^e future 
dccafiojti, fie wbi™ refer feortly to Ac trauli.^ 


u^e 

.and 


fouim ifi ^ ^tja3^^^;^ly jApra^icaWe. If the duty was 
laid upon fel !i|nj|^* e^es, k niuft rev*erf^^evei^|f .lawrefpet3- 
ing that kii^ ^of Jiro^ty; "aiili" in operarl^ 
pmperf^V dri^culfies were inrurmountabj|iijt^4'\?f^^^^ 

He wifted the tfeufe in confi%;Vl^hat the efFccl, 

if, on the. death df every man cd«^j|ed m bwnefs, revenue 
officers and lovdrnmentmfpcdor^lj^^ up tp 

examine ihVo his folvency, and the ftatc .ofvhis affairs; and 
refleftoh the confequences fuch an inquif^cm mu^ .produce 
in a nation fubfilling by its credUl; and ,its tradd« In tbft cafe 
of a mortgage left to any,collateral bt^ch* he afked^ whe¬ 
ther they were immediatcljp to affix the, value of foch mofN 
gage ? Whether tbe^|r^^^,on the.4'^j^h°of Aetdyfettor Was 
to be immediately Cl,d^,liV;^| whctjter the refidu’iry mort¬ 
gagee was at Once obl^dm,ftp find and advance the money 
which ffiojifld be claimc^^ government? ;He that if 

th^ tax affix iecs fimpfe, it niuffv in proecdof timq, 

opiate dire<SHy as a land-tax on every elbte in the kingdoipw; 
He contended alfo, tliat the minlfter was very inaccurateiit 


eftimating the produce of this tax upon a calculation that Ae 
value of the land-revenue of the country might be t^en at 
28 years purchafe. That Tuch might be the value of lomc 
huids was certainly true; but that all the land of the kingdom 
was of that value,' was a palpable miffake. ' 

Thcfc, he^fiiid, were but a few of the innumerable objec-* 
lions which would occur in the progrefs of the Bill upon 
that tax', and only thrown out tlicn that gentlemen miglit 
turn them in thcii minds, and induce them, if tliw could not 
be obviated, to ronfidcr of Ionic fubftitiites, which might be 
equally produfllvc, and fubjeef to fewer difficulties. 

^Ihe Chancellor of the Exchequer laid, that although he 
thought a more proper opportunity would come for enquiry 

and 
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and di£cul 5 on on the provifions of thnfe Bills, it gave him 

that gentlemen, w|it6'fltong objeifiyijs 
to the tneafure*!, and great dime^y m ^^ e^ecution.'jhoOld 

K ]^;oppor;unf^''-c#^ll^|d^|il‘fhem. With nf- 
ih'the; tax propofed upojr^fcen^^flucccfficin, and pro- 
hequea^h^d by^^teftators, (hiiih|h 5 was expe5ed;‘tO"pro- 
;dticie more than ahj^her in the lusjd means o^ the pK> 
"ient year, he aware‘'|i’*he detsdl' it w^s 

Jby far the.moft difficult to be ca^fed iiitoj^*^. The 
ciple w;^’''dn bis opinion, unexceptiona^^yahd trbefe'that* 
point w^ .el^r, he was anxious to reiiiove aiiV ^edBon 
that n^^t ’he againft the lffiodeof its applitikidiii.' 

Tl^^^^i^atioh&Vnecellary ti> obviate the Yhany mfficulties 
which' prefented then^elVe^ ^ bad occupied, 

fora long time, the attention "igfmV' 

higheft. |^^. chaya6^r, andi^ trof faif hratp b^hgpKip^^ to 
Aate. at Jirefent they w^e fpfficiently ifmdvid. He 

was mote'd^ws ^ot^tbe buiineis of the proofed tak on 
proper)^ bCqtiV’^thed'A^ld^be agits^ed'wl^ b came regularly 

before i could abt, etren hi that ^ittpa- 

tUre l^age, as^d rifingw^anfwer the general.tendency of 
the htsncJluVabt'e'gl^ntlcinan’s arguments. He certainly mif- 
vnde^i^bi^ hahiiTf he thought that he fet the rental of the na¬ 
tion at 3^ years purchatle. ,He did not pretend to be precile 
in.any fin# ginfs ft'a^^t'Ut. ^11 he meant to do, was to 
give fo|^;.rpngb,#e^.uth'efiirh^» indeed it was impoffible 
as .yet t^ido more, 'therefore 11^1^'^tight that the heft way 
he could cake at prefent. He'Wj.V^"> *'’** ^ 

tion to bV-t^fidered, whether th«! 5 ^^^ impof^d was t* be de- 
capital,' or te paid by inftalmej^Vl^i'dpor- 
. tipoate'fo the annual income. Various provifioni wtre nc- 
defiary to make regulations for refiduary legatees. In ihort, 
iaiQ the ppints opght to be coniidcred in detail; and afterward 
. it would ftill reft with the Houfe to ohjedl to the meafUre or 
not. ‘ The bonouralde gentleman faid, that it was^ nearly equal 
to a land tax j he put it, however, to the Houfe, if onfc fhil- 
■^Ji'ng land tax would not fall much heavier. 7'be tax on col- 
fyccefiions merely operated when a change of advan- 
.tage'^to the party took pl.ice ; and hence genftehien would fee, 
that a tax,,in that way, though confiderable, could be borne. 
No ejaty fo heavy a nature could take place, without 
hcing'CabjJ% to’maodifficulties; and no fuch meafure 
. could exclu^-Exceptions. 

He admitteti^ that, ly'defcent of fortunes in collateral bran- 
cjjc^ fttis'tax tinight^Ifl ptdt^s of time, operate as a general 
, ' ‘ land 
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\md' tax $ but tbjsn sgiggtriat^ \n a manner which cou!dl 

iiot the fmijdieieKaie aitd coitM tioc h& faMd 

a Yoy fefious legatees.. , . , ' 

, TnavobjcftionS fISjtetf’^ropofeS xluiy 
t^y came rcg^al^ty under difcui&an^^ 
weight as the iS^QUjld think t^4l!y|dererved i he 

fcfiedii hnyi^er, did wlA'to. be under- 

ftbo^ is tbeiity in adiT^itong them^ in all ob^ 

of the einreptions were numerot;^’: fhe duty 

wou|j|,h^ l£b un^l^^Sdive^ to be fcarcely WO^i^:fetainittg. 

He a^t it as a very cogent argum^i^ 

proj}^e#j^^ when feoieilhing pf ,)^at for- 

merlv beed^ praptked^ yras ;^fterVirds judged that it: 

ihoiild'be repoil^, repeal took ptjace, therfe Waif 

a fui^s of the and the iegiHature hadUo look 

roanjd foi? thofe^peii^ns wto k conceived bd worthy^ 
of ^ief* f Tender fuch^ cifcumftances* - tbi i^A^emenC * 
of agriculture Itamriilly pirefented,^ one ihb^foremofl? * 

bbj^s, and.tbo fax upcwi^^" carls 
repe^i^.'* ’•t'^caufe Was^ at- 

(.Jovernmfc^f, inft^ad of being able to rpthk thd^md, was* 
obliged to impole frefh burthens to i^j*ififecie*5' of 

the riate j and it was not unrea&ri^le thatf it 
that which in more prolperou^<^^rc^lrb^ftanc^:$ ii^iad ^bnfl^ted 
to forego, as ir could ’ v'^’ 

77 ;^ Chanctlkr tilic' 

coflfcjufton of the that the iiicre^d 

duty, upon baflbsj kcpSll^^leafure, would by ahy thcans d;^. 
minifb the life of them^ M ifeuld tear pnly ih^pportiop to 
the >abilii^'\o£*perfbns to fiikain tiic burden,'* and. 
considered a$ opprei&ve upon any clafs of the 
Thb experience of the laft additional duty evinced the 
contHiy') and when the increafed ex peace keeping a liqi^ 

at prefent was confide red, it could fcarcely be that' 

many would .be induced to give it up for thd additional duty 
of I os. a year. . ‘ 

Sir Gregfiy Page Turner declared, he did nof, generaHy" 
fpeakiogvd^pprov^ of . the new taxes, hut he; hoped:that, 
when tbat upon horfcs came to be confidered,. a line Would' 
be dravirn in order to exempt thofe which^Werc employed in 
agricultural ufes only. Jn the prefent icarcity ^ provifions 
cf every kind, he fuggefied a tax upon do^ as ^ fubje(3 
worthy of the confidcratiou of the legiflatufci ihofe aniWials, 
lo ufetefs to the majority of thofe wiao kept them*'?l<?'’’0«rcd 
W inconfuleraWe lhars of that food for want 0f Wbfe3j htiman 

beings 
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beings were fatnilhin^. In^peadedi; even of that, there ytv/' 
an awiij^iai^ motive for nMteify'jn the dreadful rh* 

va^s by canine i^helSif^iti^cli «j^ed at one time. 

IwIMME.an alarm in a punty he was cornieilied, 

that ^e Vice Cbani^lor under the nes^' 
*%df ifluing an or^ Jor the dogsi» besiied up. 

^ Whatever miglft’’^.i^fhe decifion «f |^. Houlis: with re- 
fpi^ to ttie ^xemptlbn'to farmery in tbe'^ty to'-"l^ inqipfed 
on borfes, he conceived a great addition ve^. pn^^erly 
be made to^fli^.duty on race horfes hnd Ill this re- 

fpedt he |t^la hot be fu^^ed of claiming any .exiy|MS6fl for 
btmfelf. ‘ ‘.1^ had oti|gnally copilde^d the pre^^t ^air to be 
juft anid>.jt^l||i|dB^y; be whS extremely wilhng.;'to furniflt 
hif fhll-^ifiiota tb ifs vigorous fupj^!. ^.iNajr^ .rhef wopld. re¬ 
peat a ddi^iltiori which he had ti^^rly hi^:jit.the<^oufe, 
that, if hi ^ r m^erpen would confent^ to'ito &aw he 
lhbBld''ifi^jBfaOT ;|^ree to Jay the rent-roll of‘JuS'fortune ‘itpon 
the tabl^pi prq>orti^--^Quld he applied to 


the exig^ll^ie^j^the. ivtOtim ;at he diJ, that 

i taxittbo. T^y were aS ne- 


the 

ceUaty as gelolemen were necedary to them 


Thioktfjj^tBat'llxei^ kind of property fbould bear its equal 
propoc^hn^lm i^;iupp]ies required by the nation, he recom- 
}neaded,thi|t^^pdiss landed property fbould be tax- 

ed/lM Ihil^tc^ that^^.^bis oc^^iion,. he differed from the 

\ min^4ri;j|^ di^'ldwjBifc' he-. 

fundi^ p^ifty, evcfi|\^'the 
pofe it.“ He then conchided with’ 
hch»f 8 ' ' “ • ” - " 

fam< 

jc 4 A^ 



ic^tthat l^ioufe, he ih< 


I confent to tax the 
rj^eeid themfelves pro- 
‘ ing, that,,as. long as 
Lcontloue to aS on the 


jprihaples as thoK: upon wbich'^ eater-; 


Wi Htmther Majfr ikid, that he had no objection to a tax' 
ob idiKi.funded property and collateral fucce/Eon, be was fear- 
fuf,‘'hoW!eYer, that the propofed tax upon draft-borles would' 
prove injurious to, the iiitereft of the farmers, whom he men- 
jcumed as an ufeful dud refpedlable ckfs of men in the com- 

. Smith declared, that he bad his doudtfs, whether 

tht^';^''^ i^on legacies,could be, properly introduced, and 
did iwt ,conf^qr-himlelf pledged to fupport when the re- 
folutio^l^fligd'be !^ou^ lorward. 

Afr. tltt^ht the exemption claimed for horfes em¬ 
ployed by certain ddcriptlqns of fopll farniets- was entitled 
to.c^rtd'eration',,^nd,'propql^ by WAy of fubilitute, a tax 
wh^ wtiSuld not he, much ihilt, ^ajnd at the fame time that it 
" '' Ihould 
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' fbould be produflive^ would ftllb operate as a beneiicia] regu-> 
lation. ^.^.He meaot a theap ftatfip in all ^reetnents made with 
fervanf^; and al& % fdr enrolling all parifli iet^le-* 

ment% which woidj| hflive many other cpnvenif^ies bibfides 
prevmting litigatiof^.' , ... . ' ■ , 

Mr, Eajl declaredthimfelf not averfe Ip the general propo- 
fition^ of ih^ budget wh^ch, with cei^ain regulations, he 
thought might be' ^ndered unexceptionable. With regard 
to tbe.|M‘op(^ed on collateral fuccelTon, if it was confined 
to tlia|; oWeft onl^ he was. of opinion, that the cKfEculties 
might be'iipfily removed. The way to render it effeflivc, 
would be to impofe upon the legatees the burden of prov¬ 
ing the property, which, after aTl the accounts ^re fettled, 
they, might be entitled to; ^3 if falfe accounts were given 
ill, a provifion ^ould be made, that the property concealed 
fnould revert.to jhe next heir at law, or the, repre- 
fcntatiyc. 

One of tbeiiiew t^JCips jwhich'ap^^^^ to meet n^ith the 
genial conc|irrcnccof th? M6ufe*:;jfe him a matter of 

. great nicety and importance ; namiijfy^ the ridl^ion of Wpe- 
fourth draw-back upon fugars. He had, be faidi been afto- . 
niflied, when the Chancellor of Exchequer tfifs 

drawback to amount to the enormicms fum of between 7*and 
8oo,oooL’an the laft year. The Houfe itiuft recoiled, the 
peculiar circumfiances of the Britiih (^lonies^ whi^ were 
not allowed the privltege oi^|^ceedti^:With their fugkfS im-, 
mediately to any market, but were com* 

peUed to fendtheir prodw^to Great Britain, and jirBritUh 
bottoms* The coxifequedb vexpence of landing fjio^ <lotn- 
mdduies, and aferwards of {hipping them in ochet veti^ls,&c> 
was poffibly more than gentlemen unacquainted with that 
tradepauld be aware of; he well knew fuch tegulaiions 
been .^ppted, more for the benefit of navigation, than^from 
any confideration of the amount the revenue might derive from 

theogir 

The great amount of this drawback, however, was not to 
be attributed to the fair courfe of the .trade, but to practices 
equally injurimis to the quality ‘of the article, and to the re- , 
venue. j\fter a cargo of fugar imported into this country^ 
it was mixed up with compofitions and ingredients, which 
might increafe it at lead one-third in its ^ulk ^ and thii^ the 
public were obliged to pay, by way of drawback, infinitely 
more tlian ,if theie frauds did cxift, they could poifibiy be 
liable to. He thought f<Mne regulations K^n this im{^rtanc 
Vql. 11 . 1795. Oo ’ llbjcft 
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would be J^fitablc to the revenue and 

the public, than the redHi^4 f>roj^ , * 

Air* Hawkms Brmvue cothpUiffented the financier tjn his 
having produced fuch taxes as ^ere lijcd^. to prove efficient, 
Without <bcing feverely felt. He ownuWli^ cntcrtsii|ied fome 
'iloubt as to fhe of thd on hbr%'for agriculture, 

^ left it might prove a:;difcouragemcht td "ftc labours of the 
farmer, who did not^ lje apprehended, receive that extraordi¬ 
nary benefit from the prifec of corn which fome geitleman 
, fuppofed. With regard to the tax on landed pr^erty, he 
would‘fugged a ftamp tax, when land was fold by^ convej’- 
ance, proportioned te ft^e fum. 

Mr. objefled to the tax upon the collateral convey^ 

' ance of property, as hoftile to the qommercial fpirit of the 
, country; it would lead, he (aid, in fome inltances, to a deve- 
lopemen^l^of the concerns of private individ&als, which ought 
never tc^jtafce ^lace on any groflnd Whatever, ' He fuggefted 
howev^,' that if to be imppfedfU would be neceffary 

. to introduce the Bil), provhig that the mx 

/ fhould attaekf^^Q any Wfifiduum which might remain in the 
bands adfoiniftrator}. 

^f^n^^ Ryder replied to the obfervation made by Mr. Haw- 
, kins Srowne, on the tax upon labouring horfes, that they 
iavidioufly felcdlcd as objcdls of taxation, but that 
not to he altogether exempted in future, as 
tiWyh^1>eeh formerly^ ^ ailfiS as no finull recom¬ 
mendation to the tax,' that fi;rve to diminlih the 

< confiimptLon of tbofe articles^ bfthotfes which were applies* 
w, food Ofunan, 

, ^^::Sir Francis Barthg thought, that the tax on td^cco'might 
vlSc; political in time ol warj on the return of peace, however, 
.'which was {hoirtly to be expefted, he feared it [night afford a 
tcmpli^tion to fmuggling. The regulation of the( ilfowbacks 
on fugar he alfo conceived to be.marier of ferious ddiberation, 
as it might affeS the refpeftablc body of Weft-Iiulia march- 
;> 4nts, who had fuffered confidcraWy from the war, and who ' 
bad the moft powerful claims on the pro^edion, and, if pof- 
-on the generofity and remuneration of the Houfe, 
'Sir Francis objedted to the tax on printed calicoes, having 
always conlidered it as a general principle, that no particular 
mafiiifodtory (hould befiibjedttoancxclurtve tax. ‘ 

^ , .Mr* R^berp ^hwnt^ congratulated the country upon taxes 
which wdutcT be fo.little felt by every ciafs of the community. 
tViih rcfpcdt to the t^atvbiacks eft fugar, which were pro- 

• pofed 
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pofed to be Jiminiflied, he affured the houfe, that the rpftric- 
tioF's wQilld operate v6rylittle to tbe difadvantage of the Weft 
traders, as they uwe iti'poAelHon of a complete mono¬ 
poly of‘the r»>reign maftopts,. . 

Sir fV. Youyig rtjfe, as a Weft-Irulia Planter, ^not 10 re-, 
mottftratc upon an^tax, by which he Would be peTf<?nally 
affec-led, beings at all times ready to ccStitfibute hjs fhare to 
carrying on a wari> profeflcdly'undertaken for the proteflioii 
of property, but to proteft againft the ftatement of Mr. 
Thr rnton, that dimniifliing the drawbacks upon the cx- 
portatson would not operate to the difadvantage of the Weft-* 
India Planter. 

Mr. 'Grey lemarked that two oppolite modes pf reafoning 
\ - had been adopted, to KheV rnc polity cf the taxr'on horfes, 
bolh of which could not be true. One gentlem^’n had argued, 
with a view to ihtw the prcjFrctive nature of the tax, that ihe 
n«mber of hOrfeS would not be d?minifl)ed. Another had 
contended, that it would operate to diminifh the quantity of 
food which was applicable ro the maintenance. of man, with 
a view to Ihew the expediency of,^c tax on j^e pre/eftt epn- 
jun<fture. lie prefum^ii th ' rion^feUr^blc gen^enian had read a 
celebrated Engiiih diclionary’*, in which the article of oats was 
explained by llat ng it to'be a fpecies of f6dd for hpries in 
England, and for inen in Scotland. If* however the. con- 
fumptionof. !ood was left' ned, the number of horfes muft Mrl 
Grey observed, nccclTanly be diminift^d ; fo that p^e Cir cither 
of the inferences mult be'fa^. Wij:h rel‘pe<ft to thd tax upon 
colhteral fucceftion, pn the firft blufh of it ap¬ 

peared to be fo camplicsltddi that he trufted the Chancellor oC 
the Exchequer would depart from the ufual pradtite.^6 not 
printing I'ax Bills, and move that it ftl^>uld be printed. jRiere 
were a few points upon which he wiliied for iiifumation. He 
wifhed to-know what the right honourable gentleman meant 
by dfire^^'fucceffion j’* whet her it was only the fuccefl^on of a 
fon to his father, or* of tlie heir at law. In his opinion it 
would be matter of iiihnite difficulty fo to frame the Pill as to 
anfwer the intention, without infringing upon the e^Vibiiflied 
principles of policy. In commercial fueceffions it \yoald 
render an examination of the private affaiis of indiljfduals 
necdTaty, which ought never to be publiihedi awu -as it would 
operate on landed property,^ wmch, by the Bye, he «Vofcrvcd, 
was Icall able to bear any ax of the kind, it w^o-ld be im- 
pollihle to difcncumbcr, in the eftimate, the real value ol' the 
in.imunce trom jffie mortgage or bond debts, which might 
aitach upon it. It an eftate Ws entailed upon a brother, and 

* Dr. Tobnfon's. 

O02 


failing 
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bailing him, on another br^t^r, he; wiihexl alfo to kilpw if the 
heir would be obligeli to pajr whole ptroportion df the tax 
-merely upon his own life inteteft on ^the eftate ? or, fiippofing 
that a man left his eflate to a diftanttelation^ fubjedt to a con- 
fiderable jointure to his widow, whether jie wdald be amenable 
fdr the tax, as eftimated upon the whole V^i#fc:Of/the eftate, or 
:^ohl)ru4>on that value'which he had abfolutely receive^? Thefe 
were queftions which be put rather as conftdcrations to be 
weighed by the Framers of the Bill, Jthan in ^he form of^ ob- 
to it^ policy. 

. Mr. Gr -\ id the chief'obje«ft for which he rofe, was to 
give notice his motion, which he had formerly announced 
for the jpext day, on the fubjedl of pacification, he meant to put 
off'for fome time, in confequcncc of the meflage which had 
that day!bccn communicated to the houfc by his Majefty, 
purporting, tbatafFairs in France had notf^rrived at that crijiis 
to which ^ had alluded in his fpeech from the throne, at the 
opening df the feftt^n^ at which it might be fafe for this 
coutvtry#p tr^ with ttot government. By this meflage, Mr. 
CSreyiiinderftpl^^ that prefen%>govdriimcnt of France, 

it being nn^louglt in a ftatelncapnble of maintaining the ac- 
cuftomed relations of peace and amity with other countries, 
his M[?^fty at pfefent entertained a dilpotition to enter into 
. pacific negocUiiions. He therefore would defer his motion' 
' Ac few wbst was the nature of the addicfs which fhould be 
mpyej,S^&ryjng to himfclf thp,,privjlege of delivering his 
feAtimdihls "upon the fiibj^ ttjc meflage came to be 
confidcrcd. , ^ j, * 

3^ Ci^Tt^elhr if tht Exchequer laid, (hat though he wilhed 
to r&Sntswh the uiual forms of proceeding in that .houfe,^he 
"'ht^fcd that fome w'ay might be adoped, in a cafe of the im¬ 
portant nature, of a tax on collateral fuccellion, to' enable 
- gentlemen to COfefider it with as much ^curacy as p<^ble. 

William Smith obferved, that the Ch‘^ncclldr of the 
. Exch^uer, on a former night, had afli r^ed, as a fcalbn why 
^the t«ix on legacies fliould be aJop ed, that in Holland it pre¬ 
vailed for years, and was by no means conceived a matter of 
oppr^ion. Of this circumftance he could not fpeak, not 
feviiffg.'a knowledge of the fadf; hut he was againft the prin- 
.. ciple, inafmuch.asan individual, in a collateral line, might be 
left a refiduary legatee^ and it was well known,- that perfons 
jn that fituatipn, after adminiftering to the propeity, often had 
aiot fuffieient ^lo.pxy the debts incurred by the lieceafed, though 
^ fuppofed to have left behind him confideraWe property. This 
a cafe well known to have lately occurred in the city. 

Bcfides, 
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BeAdes^ government having the poorer to make a miiiute in- 
vcAigation of the affairs of a privsa^st individual was higbfyimr 
proper, and objedlion^ble* '* > : 

Aldirman Lujhington i^\A^«SnaX he was ready to admit,. ci<m« 
formably to the true principle of the colonial fyliem, that there 
Ihould be a reciprocal advantage between the colonies and jtte 
mother country. He would abftain.froih canvdfling the fubi- 
jcdl with refpeft to the regulation propofed on tBe drawback of 
fugars for thtyjrefent; but it was fuch as no Weft India 
Planter could reafonably objeS to. He could not avoid taking 
that opportunity of obferviug, that, with refpedt to the Ealt ^ 
Indies, the country derived infinite advantage from the, naviga¬ 
tion and commerce of that quarter of the globe; when the 
company, at a great expeiice of labour, and the propgrtion of 
Jand, had, befides, other difficulties to encounter in the cultiva¬ 
tion of fugar, he thought it a confined policy not to admit the 
fame beneficial r^ulations relative to fggar brought from t^e 
£aft Indies, a$ Were, applicable to fugars imported from t.^e 
colonies in the Welt Indies.- I|,e 4i6pproved of the tax on 
horfes, as far as it interfered with agficj^J^e:;' 
towards enhancing the price of the firft amities of necefifty 
fhouM at all periods he mod feduloufly avoided." ^ - 

Mr. Fox laid, he uifiipproved of more of the taxes^n this 
♦year’s budget tnan that of the taxes of anwbudget..beforei 
without taking into view the objections to%xing 
cattle, and young cattle, }ie would fay, that^tho^ tax ws^ a 
dire& Attack, upon agricuiw«^ sus he could fee no iflifferehcc 
between taxing the plough and the animal ijhat drew it v Of 
air the means of fupply, the diminution of the drawb^i^k on 
fugar appeared to him to be the leaft exceptionable. He had 
particular pleafure in hearing yvhat fel\ from the W0!jrth3f 
magiftrate, .(Alderman Lu/hington) viz. that the E^ft 
fugar was likely to carry away the market from the Weft 
Indies, the advantages from the foil and labour being greater; 
he believed nothing was more true, and he believed'fo of; any 
means of labour th|jit were different from the deteftable flavc 
fyftcm. This opinion muft have greater weight, coming, as 
it did, not from cnthufiafts, as he and the enemies of the Have 
trade were called, but from a perfon concerned in the trade* 
He objefted to the additional tax on tobacco. To lay taxes' 
on luxuries was rights if it could accompliflied j that is, if 
they could be fo framed as to fall on the mixuncs of the rich 
alone j but that, he was perfuaded, was ^impoffide^" the ridi 
and the poor^^were fo blended togedier as confumers of tobacco, 
that one could not be taxed without the other feeling it. , 

Above 
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^Above all things,, his mind revolted againft taxing the in- 
lioccnt lukuri^ of ilie fx>or i tb® circle of their enjoyments 
nvas 3 p narrow, that it was cruelty to break in upon them. * 

. T^he motion was put, lo read the rcfolutions a fccond time, 
and carried. 

On reading the refolution fdr allowing 6 s. 6 d. long annuity 
the fiibfcribers to the loan. 

' Mr. moved an amendment, that, inftead of Rx,” 

J>e inferteci the word “four.*' * 

Mr. Fox faid, whatever impreflion might b^ipnadc upon the 
, ioufc, he found it his duiy to fupport the umei.dment then 
efftfed to their coafideration. He did io, becaufe he knew 
that the terms of the prefent loan, and which the houfe were 
^called upon to fandUon by this refoluthm, were much worfc 
than might and ought to have been obtaiived tor,the pgblick. 
fife {liould f'ipport the motion, if he had no better obje^^r in itf 
than that it IhouJd apptear upon (he journals of the houfe*. He 
was fully tvarrantedMi^ doing it from another reafon, which 
Was, thfat ft was clear to demonftration, and evidence might be 
called ta i^*bar of that hoUfe to prove it, that the prefent 
fcargstm.bctWeetfijthe tninjftcr and the fabferibers was not only 
an improvident One, ‘and fiich as the rrinili-cr ought not to 
have made, but that it was in diredt coiitr:idic^ion lo wnat he 
himfdfhad formerly declared upon the fubjtdt. He wilhcd 
this fubjedt to t|f brought f. 4 :, Jy before the race of the puhlick.* 
He Mtilhed thim to fee that they had been, by this bargain, 

• nuide ft):pay.three hundred and.thirty thoufand pounds more 
than tb'eyought to pay 5 bccauicv by terms that had been pip- 
pofild^ thatfum might have been faved to them. How far the 
wmld think themfelves bound to agree to the tt^rms of 
th? Charidelfof of the Exchequer he would not then difeufs. 
“Bui this he would fay, that, when a meafure was ‘pfopofeci, 
thiit could not be aflented to without mjutticc to the publick, 
arid| ftill nn.orc,^ when that was a meafure of the niinilter in 
direft defiance of his own repeated declarations, he cogld not 
,jee any reafon why be Ihould agree to fucli a rheafurc, though 
j hc faw many xeafons why he (hould not. That this was the 
cafe in the prefent l(;an was a fact, and he believed it would 
not b^,contnc!idted ; if it Yliould, he was ready to prove it at 
tfte bar of that houfe. He would prove that the minifter did 
hold out that there Ihould be a fair and free competition in 
bidding" for the loa^i, 7'h^.thc minifler did not Chuie to e» 
plain for (rmfelf, and if was*not his bufinefs to e?fplain it for 
Kt’ had faid, that an -unqualii:'c mpetition was what 
he; wUhed, He had ftated it ib» on the Wednefdagr to gentle-^ 

men 
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men wko attended liioi for that .purpofe, and on the Friday, 
following' he ccmcluded a bargaiiV to the ab&lutc exclvifion of 
aH competiiion.' Confequendy the firft cdgagemeritthe 
minifter had been entirety broken; fo far from being an ,un* 
qualified competition was this bargain, it was precifely the. 
reverfe. He ilioidd like to know upon what ground that 
houic was to fulfil the laid engagement of the min^r in pre- 
fcrciice to the firft. The right honourable genfKmart had 
refufed to form afi open loan. He could have wiiheddo^havc 
knowi precifely what w^c the terms of the kift Joan; he was' 
perficily perfuaded it was not as fiateci the riignt before by the ' 
right honourable gentleman. Me lliould like hereafter to 
•know precifely alfo w'hat were the terms of the loan for 178;.] ; 
although he was quite furc that they wore not fuch as had 
been ftatfed by the mini/ler; in confinnatlon of this he wo^d 
refer to.ih6 votes of that houfe^ and by that authority jt 
would appear that the Bate of intcreft was, literally , ipeaking^ 
higher in this thah it was in that loan; much more fo woim 
it^ be manifeft to the houfe, whep they c^he to. io^k 'aj the 
a nicies of that loan, and com pare,.them wiA, 
this. Mr. Fox enumerated the difFciJ Ut of, ftoc£' that 
made up the loan of 1783, and compared them with thbfe of 
the prefent loan, to illuftratc* his arguipcnt; and maintained 
that, comparing the prefent loan with that, of 1783, the 
prelent was of the two much the worfe for the publick. He 
would no: therefore be a party to an agi eolient by which the 
pidilick had been fo much imipofed’upon and defrauded as ^ey 
Wifere by the prefent bargain. Hb had lieard of dbfe 
There, were many that werecall^fj fo n?adc during the Ameri¬ 
can war,by Lord North. 7 'hey were negociated with the 
moft wealthy bankers of die city, many of |hem attending 
together, ana difeufiing the whole of the coiltrad, and in. that 
mode there was fomething of a competitiog,. and adonltder- 
able degree of publicity aticnding ilicni. From the ^ranf- 
aiSions of this loan however, it was not only .a cloiVloan, but 
a loan fo dole, and in every refpedtof fuch a .kin 1, as to favour 
every fpecies of corruption to which a bargain with a minifter* 
could lead. It was firft faiti to bo a compcti^ijii; and the 
moment after that competition was fuppofed to be opened, aiii ‘ 
opportunity was feia^ed to make it a dole loan, and liicn the/ " 
whole bargain was concluded upon between two individuals, 
the Chancellor of ihe Exchequer and Mr. BeyJ, or thufe in- 
terefted with Mr. Buyd. He would anc whether it was pof- 
iible for the wit of man to devife a mode^ better fitted to in¬ 
troduce corruption than that which was adjptad to’mVke up 

s . ti*«. 
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this to^in ? Nobody, he would dare fayj fufpefled the minifter 
perfonally of cdrruptiou; he did not infinuate any thing'^lgaiiift 
him tiQ. tns^teiFeiSi:, hccaufehe fafpe^led the miniiter as little as 
Myrfim in the country ; but that was not the queftion. It’ 
the trtinifter (hould have had a corrupt difpofition, was not 
that an opportunity to carry it into effect ? He would afk 
HFbcthcr, when the minifter and Mr. Boyd were alone tranf* 

' afting thiiltoan, there ever was a better opportunity for Cor- 
ruptu»n? if the minifter had told Mr. BoydJie wiihed him to 
introduce certain perfons into, his lift, was there a man who 
believed it was impoffible for Mr. Bc^d to have complied with 
that defire ? 7 'his left room for fufpicion on the part of the 
publick. The publick would fee there was a poflibility at, 
Icaft of corruption, when a mode was taken contrary to all 
the former ufages of a loan, and contrary to all the exprefs 
jpitmifes and declarations of the minifter himfelf, repeatedly 
made upon this very fubjedh The publick were likely 
qptough to ftifpei^ there had been a corrupt practice,, where 
theft had been fiudi a facility for corruption, and an impoiH^' 
bility of dete^n|g it., ^Therefore he would fay,, that if the 
prefentib^Avas^ favourable^ to the publick, as he believed it 
to befbereverfe, ncfhould, as a member of that houfe, never 
agree tQ it, becaufe he faw danger in every part of fuch a 
meafute ^ for that reafon he fhould vote for the amendment, 
Ibr inferting the word four inftead of the word /jx. lie fliould 
whole of this tranfadlion,*becaufe he thought 
*ir,dilhonourable to the^ houfe to agree to it ; and 
was determiiied not to'have any fhare 

^Tbef^uncelkr of ihcMxcbtquer faid, that the real qUeftion- 
in ^he Speaker’s hand<^ maft turn upon two grounds. 
whether the loaiih (bould be concluded at all, as he had opened it ? 

, f^bntlly, whether tte mode in which he had aded was ri^t or 
wid^g ? Upon the firft he fliould riot offer any argument, bc- 
cauiethe opening of the matter, after all that had happened, 
and proceeding to another, ivas fo much againft all idea of 
juftice, againft every idea of competition, even "that it could 
net be argued. To think of opening the matter for com- 
petitiofi, after all that had happened, after all the accounts that 
. been received, and fo many complicated circumftances 
^S^i occljrred, was to the laft degree ablurd. IF^ on the other 
hand, the houfe were of opinion that the mode in which he had 
concluded the bargain was wrong, that would be another 
qtieftion. Then the houfe woiild confuler whether he ftiould 
be cwfured or not."^ He had over and over again ftaced the 
, ' rcafua 
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reafon why he had adopted the mode which had taken, place* 
He then maintained, as he had done before, that the, bargain 
wa‘s as advairtagemis air, under all the circumftances, ‘when he 
concluded it, the piiblick could reafon-.td/ expert. He .faid, 
it Was difficu't for any man, ’w’hen it was left tp himfdf, as it 
had been to him, to conclude between the contractor and 
the iniblick:, to cond.j 't inmfelf fo as nor to incuc r;:s dif. 
pleaibre of fo:ns peilons. He had confc/.-iuioufly flifch^rged' 
his duiy us well as he was able, when he /-as entrufted with 
the'important diarj,;.* f t'nai arbiirauon. He fell the Con- 
folation that his conl'cionce approved of what he liad done, ■ 
and he rnuft rely again on the j.iitice and tiie candour us the - 
houfe. That it was .. bar,;aiii made in fecret between hinifelf •’ 
aiid Mr. B;>yd he begged ieay<-to deny; lim tranliidion WM 
witnelicd by the g ive:.lor and d'“pu:y governofof the Bank,, 
He denied a!fo that there was any ;-nr‘•iption whatever in any 
part of the tranfa’dtion. The right h.->uoural»le gentleman 
(Mr. Fox) had faiJ, ne did not, fufpe^i him of perfonal dor- 
raption. That dc‘clar.ition lu* was not difpofed to't^k htm. 
tor, fmcc, if he knew of any thing to that effei^,'jt Was his 
duty (and which he had no doubt the right hoiiourahie’ geptl?.- 
man was fufficieiit'.v inclined to execute) to bring tor.Wafd 
fpeh u charge in a r gmar maiiner as a me nber of parbarnent. 
The reafon wiir he did not thank him was, there feerned to he 
in his fpecch funethinglikean miinuation ihatthe houfe would 
be dilh mu rod by agreeing to ihc terms of the prefent .toaij* 
To charge him with that fpecies of corruption to infl'iieoOci'by 
the means of the loap, any of the membeis of thathoufe, was 
as black and foul aii imputation as a direft c.xavge of corrup¬ 
tion upon the bargain itfelf, and he dildaiiied both. With re¬ 
gard, to the terms of the jtri font load, he compared them with 
thofe of other loans, and diScred entiiely from the c..lcul;itions 
of Air, .FoX'upon that fubjeH. The sJfiancei;or of .tlie Ex-I 
cheq,uer concluded with Obferviiig, thtt if th'^' h iufo thought 
he deferyted t'enfure for his conduH in the pief-nt.loaii, they 
wotild do well to fay, I’o at once. In forming a j uilgment upon 
that fubje«a hoyrever, he trufted they would 'oe guiihd by a 
confidcration of all the circumlHnces at tiic lime the b;.r ;ain 
was made, ^d not make up their opinion from any tfiiuglhat 
had been offered fince. 

Mr. /iT. SmM faid that when the minlffer found he was 
precluded from having the advantage of an open competition 
>n bidding for the loan, he fhouid have come to rarliime^t ' 
for a vote of credit, and afterwards hvaited for the time-in 
which he would have been fairly cntitlitid to have that Compe- 
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, tition before he negoctated for the loan. ^ It was not confident 
with the rules of the houfe^ not would, it perhaps be liber J znfi 
fair, ^td ftate private converfation upon the fubjeft, elfe he 
fhould like to have the whole of',the cpieftion upon the prefent 
loan decided upon the opinion of the miniftefs own moitied 
friends in the city of London. 

> ’ tt 'Mr. Z^wirfaid, that it would be unfair to think for . a mo- 
'meiit of adopting the atnendmerif, a$ the negociation had b^en 
edncluded, and the contradors had run the ri(k of the tranfi- 
a^ion. Surely it would be unreafonable, when the events bad 
taken a turn rn their favour^ to recall the bargain. He aiked, 
whether tbofe gentlemen who had prefied in their claims at 
prefent would have made good thp deficit, if the funds had 
l^en a difierent turn ? 

"HSifr French Baring faki, no perfon accufed Lord North of 
perfonal corruption, and yet no perfon doubted that the 

' American war was profecuted under a (yilem of corruption. 
With Tf^ri to the prefent, loan, he obferved that the ftocks 
advstnceo^ laft Monchy m^ihg, and it was moft likely that 
they would advahce again the next day, in confequence of bis 
Maje%’s md&ge, v^ich be fiilpefted might be conftrued 
prejudicially to adminifiratibn: . 

Mr. Henn^er Major obferved, that perfi>ns were liable tl> 
be called to account for any ferioua imputation on the ad^ 
^minifirations of former periods; and in the proceedings of the 
Parlmbtent in^e filler kingdom that had a( 5 lud]ly happened. 
If thi; hoilfe itfeif accufed its tnembers of corruption, what 
muft bo, dte opinion of die people. He could not believe liM 
fitch things ever had happened,, and he fpokd partkularly frooi 
his ow!ii knowledge that they never had. 

Mr. Lujhington fald, the proppfition for the houlp to Ocin« 
fider and determine, was, whether it would refufe, to fithdlion 
the loan which the mmifter had contraded after the bargain 
was concluded i This he conceived ought not to be done, 
and therefore he trailed that the houfe woul^ agreb to the 
refolutions of the committee of Ways and^ Means. t 

Mr. Grey oblervedf that if .apother ofiFer lud been^madtf for 
ibe Joan after the conciufion of the barga^ih, the queftion> 
Aether the houfe lliould refufc its allent, might^have flood 

X the grounds flated by the honourable gentleman; it 
1 however upon the SUegations of the, competitors, that 
^ the bargain was concluded under circumftances fo objection¬ 
able, and after a previous o^r of better teritit had been made^ 
to authorife enquiry, honourable gentleman 

.^bimfdf admitted, ihat,^till the time when Mr. Morgan came 

into 
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into competition, he prbpoiM to have a compctitioti ^ and 
therefore it was necefiarjr to aft the Yight honourable: gentle- 
man, whether he expeSed Mr. Morgan would accept a,quali¬ 
fied coinpetfticaY, or whether it Was likely the cAher con- 
traftor would thereby be InduceJ to offer larger conditions? 
He wilhed for a clea( and explicit anfwer. It appeared that, 
by the management of the bulinds, Mr. Morgan was denied 
competition, or he would have made.an offer of :Z cenK. 
more in favour of the publkk; if that were aJtrae ftatement 
of the cafe, the queftion then would be, whether the houfe 
ought to faniSiion fuch a bargain ? 

He adverted to the mode of anfwer to his honourable friend 
upon fuch a negociation opening a road to corruption. He 
perceived-that the right h^ourahle ^gentleman was indignant 
at th>^ idea. No peifoitwas more ready than himfeif to acquit . 
the right bonoumble gentleman of the charge of perfonal 
ruption; it was nererthelefs the duty of the i^^nber&of t!^t 
houfe, iiF titey apprehended there was room for it, to Hate 
That loans had been inftruments of ptfrfonal corr^tion in 
Lord North'swas a con^:)mt, topic .^bf 
He had heard of various epithets which faud;.>bpen to 
various Parliaments, fuch as Porliamentum 
minium inda^um^ the prefent was, he thought to -be called 
Parliamentum incorruptum^ becaufe^it Jeferved peculiar con-* 
iidence, fince U had refufed all enquiry into fufptciouS loans, 
or whatever elfe might be fuppofed au obje^^ of , 

The Coamellor of the E^cchcfuer ftated explicitly, that it was 
his intention ro have left the loan perfedtly open when be made 
bis communication.to the gonrerhor of the Bank^ but, in 
eohftquence of the ^reprefentadon of the contra^lors for the 
preceding loan, he was obliged, in fome degree, to abandon 
plan. 

Une motion for Mn Huffifs amendment was then put, add 
negMived without aniivifion i after which the original refulur 
tion pa&J. - . ♦ 

Upon the refolution relative to a lottery for the enfuing 
year, * 

Mr. Fex ohferved, tbit the lottery was to be applied to pay 
“theintereft of the Nayy debt of five millions; this he con¬ 
ceived to bis a violation of the principle which was now uni* 
verfally adopted hi France, via. to apply annual taxes only to 
annual expences; but, by this plan, the lottery, which was 
an annual tax, would be applied to pay the interefi of a per- 
maneiit debt. So that, if at any time the Parliameiitftould * 

Pj»a be.. 
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W inclined t(^ .di»cor)tinue the lbttej;yj\/there \jVOuld lexift no 
- fund tW^Hiymcnt of the 

S%i 'C^a^i^Ikr of the Exfbe^ej^v)ipi\c^U:& feitnfelf, by 
ing^ pl^n was giveb j»s and fug- 

getting to Patliament that a pr^vlficiH was to -be n^ade both 
for the capital and intcrcft of this debt, but without preferibing 
^ the means. 7 ’ho appropriation of the lottery t-. this fjutpofc, 
was no more than the approprintton of the land and malt tax> 

• in 1786, io ^ fimdar way, which was ^Ifo an annual pro- 
vifion ibr a perrrianeiit tax. It was a* the option of, Parlia¬ 
ment to continue this from" year, to y'-ar, to dlrnlniln the 
ettablillinient, or take a ueediar/.Turn ttorn conrplidated 
fund. ^ \ ■ 

This and the other ref^dutions wer^ then put, and carried 
' iQl^out any furt:icr i»biixyations, except that on the refolutioii 
i^^inpoffi;g an.,aJditionabduty on printed gontfs, cpttotis, &c<. 

th^t printed papef bjthjjiiVgs and 
iKttderi the fame time he 

air ^ ihoLild be" exempted 

that fuch had been the of 
nnm®t^|!^;^^;Mii*'an experiment in 178 s when a fimiUr 
exCej^bif^wQ been rrtade,' it wai found tliat the duties wcte 
thereby fo much evaded us to render a repeal ol that exception' 
abfoliitfily iiecefi \ry. 

knderfon^ in confecjurnce of a jiotice he had 
mven ili. th«‘C<Jtirfe of the laft^and prefent f-ihon, moved for 
leave to bring in a Bill foi; tfaeproteilion of merchanis, bankers^ 
apd traders^ from the depredations of their deiks, apprentices^ 
apdfervants,—Qrdcred. , ,, ' . 

Gerioratfmith moved, THatcertaln papers, relative 
Genera) Officers in India, be laid befoie die hOufc-JOt&ri^ 

, Adjourned, ' ^ • - 

' " HOUSE OF LORDS. . , 

a: . Wednesday, December g» * '^V 

' f ' ' 'petitions. , ’ 

'.Ji' , ' * * ^ ' 

■ - J^'^netitJon was prefented. from the nobittty, gePrtemen 
clergy, snid freeholders of the; qpuitty Lincofn, in favour 
, irf tlio jRiik. “ ‘ 

^ Earl of Lauderdale c^led their Lordlhips attention to 
inoft extraordiiwry prpceedings, refppfling the 
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fojrn^ of the houfe, which he believed ev^r becii footed 
.that or any other tjoufo of Parliament.' T^ir Lordinips 
fajfd.a fe\y days ago rejefted^hlc petition juftprefented fpr in¬ 
formality, be'caufe'the figned it in'behalf of himfdf 

and others j and nc bad evpVy reafon to belie^eV thait, inftead 
of being fqnt b jcL to be'rh-figneJ by the ihenff, it had been . 
r^turne; to that houfe without jlie Qieriff having (iiice ieen it; 
by the dextrous application of a pair 6f fciffars, the. words, 

“ on behalf of hinifclf and others” had been t^ken ^way; 
aind the natne exnftly, as it appeared to him, the fame 

as before in point of Jignature, reniaine'd where it was, only 
thus deprived of the compafljr Which he had b'^'fore added to it*' 
To that had been added fix names, Ctmfifting, he had no d*)ubt,. - 
of one of each of the defeription of perfoiis mentioned in the 
ftylc and title of the petition, who hai figned it in 
that wa« introduced to their lordffiips as the petitim of the 
nopditv, gentlemen^ clergy^ and frccbolders of the county ot 
Liti^ofn* Had a /i^nlar tranficiion t^ken place refpebling ia 
billjpf cxchai'.ge, it would have been deemed litfk)^i t^ a 
forgery. Ht'«5 Iprdfni'p faid, he thought he thcrefoie.not 

only ftric^tly jii^ifiable in oppofmg this petition from lying oh 
the table, hut in moving alfo fOr a committee ;tp inquire .into 
thetraniaulion of that petitiiap, which he contended was' a^inft 
all the forms of the houfe. 

Th^ Lor i Chancellor d&clareJ, he entertained a very different 
opinion on the fubjedii as the petition was then figoed by the 
flicriff only in his own behalf and for ■ himfelf/anS by fix 
others, who, amongft them, contaui«;d,the fever^il defc'riptions 
of perfons mentioned as tfiofe frbm Whom the petition: Cam(^ 
it was certainly admiflihle to lie on the table. • 

^he £arJ af Lauderdale in reply faid, he was (bmewbat 
furprifed at fbemg a noble and Ic nned Lord leave the wooU 
fack to defend a proceeding that was irregular and diforderly. 
He what had fallen from the noble and, learned 

Lord was a mifapplicatitm of the fail. ';He had no objeSkm 
to the petkion being received as tiuu of flie Sheriff, but not 
as the petition qf .tlve gemloincti, clergy, and freeholders of the 
GOilhiy of Linci^p, which it p^ofefi^d itiedf to be. . If thejf. 
Lqtdmips j^nfiitted fuch a fallacy to paf:, 'arid countchanced 
it by fuffenft^tidve^petition to lie on the table, they v. ould opcii 
a door to difordbtly and irre^^ar proceedings, that migbibe' 
the caufc of tii’ich future abul^ arid Inconvenience. ‘ , ' V 

Lord Grenville declared, did not fee the force of thfe oB- 
jetStion. There oould be no "bbjediion to its lying bn the 
ublc^ as it was undoubtedly chc petition of thofe who figoed; 

iti 
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it, and as fupb^ if it contained m objedionable matter, was 
. entitled to be received. The petition purported to be from 
the npbili^y, clergy, gentry, freeholders^ tradefmeiij and 
manry ol^ that county, and was regiiiarly figned ; and when 
he reiSe<£^d upon che great iid^efita&Iity of the county, ahd 
^ the perfons from whom it came, he could not but recommend 
it as highly delerviog of their lordlhips^ notice, and meriting 
fom? weight in tbeliufiners they were about to take into 
confideration. His lordihip faid, he was glad to find the difr 
pofition the'noble earl bad fbewn for order, iince it gave him 
room to hope that the noble earl would adopt his own doc¬ 
trine in future, and tbht the Houfis would have the benefit of 
that order and regularity of which he had that day profelTed 
himftlf the advocate. 

The Earl of Lauderdale feid, he could not fufrer the impreifion 
^ ip.be left, that he was in the habit of being diforderly. It did, 
^eed| ,fo happen, that he was feldom Co great a fiivourtte 
with the majority of that Houfe, but there were noble lords 
ready enough to call him to order whenever be was ip the 
kail: irregular: it however, well known, diat he had 
been confl:smt)y labouring for three years to prevent the noble 
£eci^tary of State from infringing upon the orders of that 
Houfe, which was his invari^k practice, as often as it fuited 
his convenience. ^ 

Z&rd Sydney declared, he could not patiently hear Aicb a 
charge made againft his noble friend, by a noble carl who had 
been rcp^edly called to order himfelf within the period he had 
Hated. With regard to the petition, it had been, he infifted, 
objeded to without any grounds whatever. It was true, 
that it had b^en informal when firll prefented would any 
noble lord fay, that, if afignatur^ was improperly made, a per«* 
fon was not to be allowed to corred it? This had been done, 
with the addition of fome refpedtable names; a^d whether it 
was by cutting out the informal words, or in any Other man- 
mr, be faw no (iifieret|be/ provided it was the ^tition of 
jtbofe who figned it. 

The Earl ef Derby thought ^be laft noble fpe^ker had 
A^oOght it to the right point^,jiikmely^ whether: al^mtmn 

been really made by the gentleman who** had. originaBy 
[yignCd, or by fome other. For bis part (but 
^reidme to fpeak k> confidently as that doble lord) he did 
jpegrthink the high IherifF of Lincoln had. been in London 
mkethe petition had been offered to be prefented. 

^ The Earl of Mmr^ faid, he * thought the petition fufficiently 
orderly to be allowed to tie pn the tables though he by no 

means 
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means confidcrcd it as agreeing with the title given it, or 
defei viftg the weight which tj^c noble Secretary of State wifli^ 
ed to attach to it. It purpoifted to be the unahiinoas peti¬ 
tion of the nqbility, clergy, gentry, &c. of the county of 
Lincoln^ whereas, on looking Trfto it, he found there were no 
more than (even names: oiic of ;tncm was that of a noble 
lord; another, he believed, was of thexrlergy} and the reft 
might fill up the other deferiptions j but lie did not fee how 
they were to be taken as engrofhng the claff-s which the title 
deferibed.^ H * did not doubt but they were all refpeftable' 
perfbaS, the pi^rition, neverthelefs, muft be confidered as the 
petition of thpfe (even perforis only. 

The riibfion was negatived, and flie petition ordered to lie 
on the table. 

tif Burl of Derby prefented a petition from the merchants^ 
traders, and other inhabitants cif the town of Lif^eirpoof, 
which he moved might be lead j after which, he (aid, befote 
he moved that it fiiould lie on the table, he wilhed to be in^ 
dulged with their jcrdlhips attention while he gave a flioit 
hiftpry of that petition, and alfo the hifibry ,o( another peti<^ 
tion, which he underftood was then on the tables and wluch 
had been prcfcnced by a noble lord in his Ijtlajefty’s couti* 
cill(Lord Hawkefburyy a few days* ago, as a coumes, peti¬ 
tion to that which bad juft been read. His lord(hip faid^ 
that the petition which he had prefented, contained as great 
a number of refpedable names, totb in point of property and 
charadler, .as were to be found either in I^iverpotd or any 
Other town in the kingdom; that, in point of numb^s, it 
contained feveral tl^u&nids ^ that it had been drawn up by^ 
peflon& of the tnoft eftablifh^ reputation, and left atacer* 
tain pfac^^ far iignatures that, in conrequence bfihis, a hand 
bill, as ^aUb as it lyas (candalous, had been publifhed, charg¬ 
ing thofe wfid favoured this petition with unfair and un- 
conftitutfonal pra^ices, on which^veral of the gentlcmc'li, 
who were friends to this petition, and whofe names ftood a%, 
high as any in, Che..town, figned a requifition to tkt depity 
tnayor (for i% feemed the mayor himfeif was in town about 
tho other petition^^ta call a pwlic meeting, /or the purpofe of 
kay^& and openly difculTed, in order to af- 

certain the une^uivociu fehfe of die people; that requififion 
was,.however^ reefed by the deputy ; aiiJ the rc^h ht 
alligned for it that be had received a letter from fife 
mayor, who was in Londoti^ by the preceding night's poft, 
informing him, ^at no fuch meeting, if required, muft be al¬ 
lowed to be called. The people, therefore, who vrm in:. 

favour 
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favour of petition, and againft the two Bills, were com¬ 
pelled to purfuc the paly modi; left ^ and it contiiiued .at the 
fame place for the fignatuTe^<>f ^ofe who, were inJiinjld*to 
fign it. The itory of the doun^^pention was briefly ibis : 
it had been let on foot by tWfe^'fpOi^tion, and other |cnde- 
nwn of the town % and he h^d dOubt but there were-a great 
number of rnoft refpeikbJe' names to it; 'at the fapie time, 
be knew, from undoubted authority, that every fpect^s of ar¬ 
tifice, d^ufion, and influence, had been ufeJ to induce the 
people to fign it. It had been carried about from houfe to 
houfc 5 and every faken, both by threats and promifes, 

. to induce all deferiptlops^of perfbiis belonging to yhe ct^ftbpi- 
boufe and cxrife,*^ as WeH-as all thoie in tfie remoteft‘dbgrce 
connciSled with the corporauon, to put tlieir names tp it. He 
was ,|brry to take up fo much of the time of die lloufe in 
about the opinio# of other perfons on tiie fijbje£t 
«^tbj^^^ills, As knew he fhould have occifion to t^fpafa 
eai it 'that, evening in !dtlivefing what -frere his pw|i'upon 
‘them: %,|ipuld, thei^ detain tfifeui longer atprisfehtt 
than by ffaasitegfdalic onj^hd table-^Ordejted, 

. Lor^ faid, that as» tbe pcStlon' which, he! had 

prefented a few days fince teifl alluded to by the hji^le 
lord wbo fpdee faff, he C6u!d ^vs^voi^\/aying^ that, W^is 
return to town froth the country, he f^und a letter frodnf the 
mayor of Liverpool, on his tabic,>in Vsbich bb requeffed leave 
to wait upon him j that he prepared tb receive him as foon 
as poiliblc'; and wlien the maypr came, he delivered him the 
petition, afiliring, him that,a grek majority of the toWA> was 
in favbur of the Bills, and^a^tbeplhtion wosflgned 
perfonc, w^ho from the canaeciiap.he held.dS^ith the couiKy^palar 
\ tme, had chofen him A^tifthe circurri^p)^^ pf 

, the peotion being carried from houfe to hoafa^^it ihhis 

conlideration, impeach the authority or the €on{ei|dbnCe of (he 
fignatufcsin any way what foevo-j Tpr did he thirifc’that, tfacdufa 
thequeUion was difeuj^d before 2o6,oo0perrons,iilahy0fwhbm 
could not hear a Sngle argumenif adduced, that their Appro- 
Wibh gave more weight than.whcnj^ proceeded 

.fapm a meeting' more left r i 

* fh! Earl tif Derky denied that the by 

^ d^^inoblc lord exprefled the ^litiments of the as 

the petition prefented that day agaiii^ ^he j^lls was Signed by 
4.000 refpeftabfa f>crfons. * f 

, The Duke of Bedford prefonted petitions froih Plymouth 
Dock, and Stonehoufe, from. Fivnie,' purlum, and ,Ncw- 

calUe 
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caltipvupon-Tyne; alt the 3>ltt. Or4ered to lie on 

t^e tibte. iTA 

The. 'Ovke 8 petition from Nouinghatn 

Ilg^fttheRilh. OrderbdAOjUe on the table. 

T%( 0uie if prefetjifd 8 petittno from Leeds, in 

favour of the Bills. Ordered tn jKe <m tlie ttbln. His grace 
then {hinted a petition to the ilime purport} from the cor¬ 
poration Edinburgh. 

The SaH if LaaderJule (aid, that he could not give bis 
confent to the pecitidlli from Edinburgh} lying on the table, 
had made a few reriAu’ks uboo the fubjedt, and fbewed 
ttKW.iordihtpt what an amaeiug <%ree of influence} hitherto 
onbeard-of} had been ufed to obtain it. He had a petition of 
a dire^ cpntrary temiency, to piefcnt to their lordfhips am ^ 
fut4t| which had been adopted in the mofl open and 
vodi^uifedi manner, by calling a public meeting, fubmitting the 
nature of rtw two Bills to thcit confideration} and then lear- 
tjimit At a certain place or places for the iignatureV of thole 
pmcjio^to put aieir names toiu and. Iw ptided himfelf 
higb)f la the tvfledlion that the ^fpirit aod good fenfe of his 
cuuotijrmeo was fuoh that, notwithftandtng the extraordinary 
tui^ itnoijtihipVed Inflamooe Mt hid advetted to, upwards M 
debt thoufand bjid entno btudly forward and ftgised it. That 
influOince, he o^ryed, bad; been exerted againit men of tile 
bigh'^ft and molt honourable ftations, and bad extended itfelf 
thiough every rank ani) degree, eveo down to the chimney- 
fweeiper. The meeting, w confider of the petition which he 
had & preTeiit againft the tBilllS} bad been <^tllad, he fatd, at 
tiidmitioulariQ'taDpeofa.gentitman (among odiers) who was 
tite oupther of an id^itent, a learned, and a fplendid luminary 
in the ute law in this counciy. [Here a cry 

from the ndoifterial bench} of heart bear '] His lordihlp 
faid* he did fifA well know what the meaning of that bear, 
heart could be: be had faid nothing but what all the world, 
vdio knew the diftinguilbcd character he wys fyeikinz of, 
woidd join With him in. [Another ety of Was 

tins vo^e radon inwii^ded, he idhed» by way of denial of what 
behadilldl WpsU simed, by this cry of bea^t heart to de¬ 
ny the pite.dMilwtti|t tflultties the gentleman he had alluded 
to [Mr. Erii^neJj.WAi it meant to call imputation upon 
the foundnefs ef Sis un^rflandin^ the goodneK of his heart, 
or the bnUiancy Of his head 1 Itit was, he was bold to fay, 
that if the optniops of the people were to be taken by poll 
through the country, he was furc the gieat majority, nay, al- 
moft all, would agree with him in the juft ana wcll-deierved 
VoiuIL >795* Q.9 qiithets 

( 



•)f woodfalW PARtIA^^:^rTA*.y kepoats. 

^hhets he had applied to him; 'JThit brother of this gil^cic- 
man, who p<>flelle(l abilities i^uaS^ihiauig, and utiofe fair 
fame, a$ an advocate at ‘the ’^KOMalfl^^ VOml equal))? '(^-> 
ward, and ranked in as hi^h a rolatitW di^ 

here, bad long held the bighci^ hiid m<a% npnourahIe|;B|lMm 
at the Scotch bar, which wM'the dean of fpe tdv 

tocatea. This ftation he had filled fot Aftoch paft> 

with the htghell honour and reputation tp Hirtif(.lf,'*atid the 



drawn up, and fimed by » fet of men, evdt^ Ohe of toAiiln 
were in the confidence of, or held plans under* the |^hve)il>- 
ment, addrefied to the faculty, dsltnn'' them lo’renifwe of 
dfiraife Mi> Henry Lriltinc from that hu>ii and (lOMdirdble 
ftatione and every means were at this moinCiit esUitting 
the faculty of advoca^ which influence atio i>oW0r lpt)Mldi 
vtfr, to enfitfee this ntheful asl of injd^ice and 
for daring to extld^ lildl'tiipiiiion aqaiiiA what Idl 
Bills of oppreflitm. When wc fwt iiifi)iPRC« ofKR^^timt 
without cet*flEM>h\,,'|^d hf, agahkft fuch t 

ttr, their lordfldps, and the would 

die inference,how efle^ally it whuUl^t tafeeugaipftdw tdltde 
of iafenor clafics ^ and tie had heapd fiMMnt adt^tMity, entloh 
he could not doubt, that it hwl been e^dhtaded in every pof* 
Able Ibape down ywiy^iowefb orders of the jplapfe. 

Having dated th^ the i&tl upplumed for having jTei^liong;, 
detained the Hottfe, laid li), ifaoul^lneferv^ what Hirthn he 
might have to fay on d^iSdmlSlf till he UeuU. the 

cd to lie on the table* ■ 

'I he Earl Hnj^wn^ dsfehdnd the prefiAidl 
coming fSrom the SiiA fdilpeAahle Wtabitantp' 

He admitted that e co*!i^>«iMkioii had been Ifj 
ho had iu I'd w^ greet duAmnw' dhat >» htiui 
«if hit ).aJ trlcenfokadMlige in k. 


prefented hi realtor hy the nol^ 
ffghetuies as he ^ladpient* 


arl, reai0‘ 
y, he Stas ’ 


Hdwfki* 
city* 

mm 

IdetioA 
he hit 



d^ac 

p fpolcc 


tlw iiot/Ie mi Ihould fawit Ifejtt It |b|ktk» , , .. . 

in termrs of panenyrich of tht gmtkittMi''cif the faculty 
of advuc.tcs, deferibiRg |hem M a moft yei|iedtaWe body, 
«i.d declanng dut he wet coHtinred they were odioated by 
BO motives hut thereof propHety, ibpd.thatlhQlh «t what 
was due to tbcmlelves, which Hect^arily ouvht to govern the 

ceoduct 
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iprxlfd of ^very defcvi|ilioi)i pf m«ti CAtitled to the good 
Optdpo of ttw publiOk. , 

* T he Sari ^ Lakdtr^le k iwcefliuy to anfwer 
flh* inflnuatiMi by df fie had kejtt^the pettfiun back 
%i«itj^j(|]iecauie he'mehntsoelnerat length (e^<^ng itwhca 
hi It fprWart^ and ortn not mdtiied <o take ttp the 

^e ofm* houfe^tbst night, Ptben ihc^ had fiich an im- 

portattifV^^odfVcoinilng Wote them. 

'rh6|>etitio^ Eras ordered to lie on die table. 

. *' IttaftAGC FKC'M ItlS 

<Q7e'tvUl‘ bi ought up a &^|£ifii£e' from hia Muefrr, flf 
HMtk 'iSm lutWing » a lo^fy t 

i 4 »,' 


t’it Ic3 proper'to jrtjwaSnt thr Houfe of Lordk, tlbt ktHm-* 
ihpy h ( i boaiti boups in che fretke otOsp0t 

* ^ dupeafck' 11 <.i, ton t'lcir pitflagc inofii therkm 

|Elbd^Wd<»r toSpIlijwaiy tht piiu of renksvous appomted for the convoy 
fMcir xt w^s uifernd 4 h ) /7i )uU be fm% 4hMit (ore fjfk fcmccp ht» 
Hb^ haftdbwnd 4t oitiAvri^J^ty 1 crrary to 0lde«^4elaSd tgfiops to bedjfrm- 
illiMi to be fniifdKi n ntai Soutltei 9 ild m Ifle of 

^ it ^ ^bac t|My be 

th<^ 4 C 0 ^ n» at foon «»the trap^orts nokCfTary for 

iheSifh 9 (»bipoiih^ aoddopvii^te AaoU be hi readtet s to reee ^e theo^ the 
iioc^%y orlrrs foA ch«t^|r]pyi»lv‘ lutvih|ji M l^ejeAy'a conuujudl, been aliejuly 
glW * G. Ke” 

• Ifv Mefldce beiti^Uliit tV ttd^Clerk. 
i. idl^Or nviHt be taken into confideration 

” ^Ltnd Lauderdale, 

k%iunon«ii/' 

pihi'p’bast^ knwMr Mtrflage from his Ma- 
may, ]mM»tt«|^a4«3>nfi**on to iiiten to terms of negoda- 
4^. Vtw^* ^il«r to that Cttmo the HouTe of €om* 

*' ‘f , 

t . .,.t 

>. ibtMM tamlrng of tbis^tfl 

Dt ^ 

fNA(^’%mbided ttehoufr, that teJodi 
^ebetler fecu^irf 
gl)W«Rmisent, which had met tdth 
(U^Cllk that occaTion, in candoot 
'thodji^t it Jnewnhent on hhn to Aate, 
meifu<’es which his Maj«%^ govern- 

nuat 
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inwinM to-M^g. fortradt*!#. gaard^the jCC^aft^ lteo ab 
and, pr6te^ tile liberties of |be j' btit 

perftatf not followed up 
iminediittdly calculated to 
C& remedy* bat otbeir 
^bad^en received 6'bai ,tbe dttj^jioufei'^^d'^iis'the^ydit^w 
fdrward for their 16rdAi{iB'>di&iNiio^ 
of fuppreffing feditiou’s-’ me^ogs. ' The 'B»|f' was 

\hei‘^re to provide, for ^lit.thc other BiliiidfiOt.csif^in H 
ld*V to fectfre fbe-HtS^jltbe jwoperty, and.'tlusIl^^ilSid^ of t^, 
wople of England) f4l*^,Ml)litfbnmp(^tw (>hj«a it 
^M) "that eaifting ■ bi^ ■^' not . 

neceflity of applying feme iifliedlual leftraint, to 
evils muft be ^viOus to their lordfliips} he Woum ■ 

irsd^n'^m imprelEng tbetruth of that fentiment and 
e^a»b'-dtt' their fedings. He confidered the prefenfywiltjdir; 
parl ’bf‘id fyfteia.to fup^til(fe a great and aUii!ming‘<e»&iaiii?5aia',‘ 
that not onlj, fhrcaMned'the properry'-t^ tte 
men^ed'the-j^gr sS^|benl^'Of the conf^b^ilim.; 
which no 'mim'^iaa'^i^btahtj becaute on thdl^bead tl^ir .'kin^ 
ihipa h^d hfdf rdpO^ debater; its pdbirci^'bak,md3it^^ 
ani.'d^s efFeQi'|fj‘not rcjtrsuned) q|lw involve the eonaj|^^^; 
dimaBl^, h^ the fubverfion of ihn CiiMiftttntioa. The 
to Q,vertbrow-..ali order had gradually been proceeding0pw< 
thi^ '^caTsj and during diat time it mtd incenantly ret^h^ 
the molt feribiis and the molt fokmo deliberation 
lordlbips. Thereforcs, irtF»a ftihjed Oh which he di?*^”* 

' mean to enter m«|ith Rt IdllK^ ' It imvi tmnecelTa^ fori 
lord^ips to defOant oti wbaKi tdflf hebtS al^ Icon, 
was notorious, aildflcbde4 novtwlMnont. Thdr ^ 

former occallOn, bad dotStildii 1^' tbetr vip^tt ..,, 

a donfpiracy; the {artfot #tre brought tottU. $lfui 
pe^od bad theji''abandoned tldtr ortorsf di||t ttefoniNntey» 
no Iboner worO the OMporbr^t checks removeof thtti 
fOrimer buithofe Wirt reididBedy $m M<k de%iNi JMirio fn«^; 

bjilivn ttwFSwM 

-- 

edi¥jtf'^na.f^ been tbkdfl t# p&ik 
.peiSfjiile, i%mat» tliw|» 

“-^ji^*(Sin'®f'*ldi&3bne» etirjr^^ecset C 
Siyrtteii'.^^ 3li» nfeaofi^ dei^itim i 
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lat^ fagB '.qthibite3 the foVei!etgn> 

wbichi'^j ^iK;^; iniignation i and 

iAilbe;; eoijte^ w4s. atefibed to 

fo^it^aj, 'Tneljihtsditt «|:rf|tiidj9ijc thefe «yils wF^t^Iready 

ne^ |li£lc|cl4lK of 

and.te" fW8ce at*^.root of thc eyH.' Tw? fetf-««fted 
cieties lut^-fpnM'^fhiemrcIves and their 4 >oifon throughout^tbe 
f'^^. flic'ceedcd in aval^,,^(dnrelVes <h>f -, 
, our'free conftitutioa •^. deStoy its jet^fb^C. 
Coi^llfidf'IcKdfidps forgret that, tufou^lhe machiaat^rii’^f 
fi«rtHar foci«^,j^.:^ France, the fovereignty was reduced, the 
kinff isai^ tl^ttve, he was hurried to prifon, and from tiiat 
prif^ ^li^fcd to the fcatfold? '..Aterall thefe enormiitie^, 

” ^ii(tf,the French became the fubjefl of approbatiq^ 
this country. And a^dredes, in whi^ the „ 

' of a’ ;l|»eedy revoluticai in this country^ ana 
aCeSi^^ wiftes.'and their, defignSk He wpujd n<^ detain 
^e ftatipg the prefe nt views cif tb^d. fijmeties; he 
I Wj? .feftirt» difcir laft declaration,' i.a.«yhicn they pro- 
i^hpc to tlieijf former defigna.. TT^ houfe were _ 
remedy which fituatito ‘ 

_ ,1 been faSiS pn.a fotfdi'er opcafion^ that the lavirs guarded 

agaibllvAefe princt^ i thejir Idi^ips we« however con- 
vinejt^hat was, not the dSffr'i,ihe ^J^fot't found himfelf juf- 
tiited'^ys^g, thatnett^'ilM.e^ remedies muif be ufed 

w#, ’4l&|pal|y^; contend, without ap-, 

9^ people. £ven- 

werdi , - 
wjfdpiiiL^j 
nai^. 



o\fl„ 

dec^ 

Befobtthdl' 
it ,00 ‘ 
opfi*dld 
buth<s^ 


tca^ 


„ edii^N*a, it wts.worthy of the - 
fe^'^enerofity of a great 
iaP'^ cod^llridon, to preferve the 
M faryber itifoi-the dif^ 

4 id. If - 

3^ h«h i^ted by milV ■ 
Mid hawfjieen heard of ^ . . 
;i^^mrigh^,.of p^d^ ••; 
‘*^''l|d''i%aVe'reoouiw 'to ttT'j. 
• he had evco eaercifed.. * 
inotcondboui tfali^ who 
diMon, 



liad be«n Ou the oc^^^-^en 


,)fc' the fa'bje^ii^ 
not prevent 

ever i^epreientcd hyirnti*" 

Maluft which they guarrff^ 
s 'calkd to deiiate on 
ed tn^couutic$ by 'iSh^M^~jna 
conftltuted prereafi 

the fail, ip' defpi(te'W' the’eioud t^” 
tl»e A||f%fi«^"mectings the.' 

' ^Irnd theJrcehdidc^*fW^l(^ defcrlj^ 

•' tm their'^^gracfeiir^s^''- but t^,'.- 

ag»nfl whom this wte’ aimed, had 


of the cpi'itiiitutiot)* TTho^e 
,f(> tbcGOf^ftitiition, vS^liicb fcadof late taken 
its er.virdf^. Their objefls, and 
"fitch as required jefirainr; ami ihe1» ,reft) ^ 
jrcwrded for the leaft infn^^g llte,1 

who met %f the S^itMpp of a public 
could m|l^^gs,c^ this deferip^i 

firatned^ stllKi vaWM hi", liberty, 
Tpb*P*'efciir®i9’'ilot»e afflei^^ thi$ claf- ^ 
ma would wbi<% 

made in 'did'sio. Thh' provii^lrs'did hd*|^ ^ _ 
gave pobii.PTiocice toj’thc ' 

SMant to atCejnable ; hod. wb^'^tditV 
peojdc afl'einbled ^ tber 
and not to |»e|i^',(^!iditt|f a'f 
meeting was diutigenKs 

the & 11 , «heirK»#r 



ps-m^ 


■^:h 

inVlti^rbidated 

>wn. 


'^iW> 


Vrreft any perW 
. icfiftancc, to diSbiyq 
pea^d were rtot-'a^ 
•ildehed aO bariUbt}!^ 
jberate iqd^vidu^s' 

'•! afsBTn,’"/«w;?dje ‘ 

•l,‘J^m!%ir jMrt bf'^^Hf.: 


re^Wio iff 

'. ^caRiwniat^ 
J^:iwrp,not 







airtV>rity,^ 



'Reports, ^>1 

l ihb^flld.be o^)liged totake 
jjpere iubjqci to a fjtmtfcir' 
" pf ifeeiiti^f ,an 4 
fub5?<^ to jfc^teliotK 
laudiAle pijrDa|ip of in- 
;,t6 fhig, confiititticni, ill 
to" interpofe fctt 
IJt Would 't)e"i^ere,' where an indtVldttSl 
fjSay tfc laudable exercifc of hi« aWlitter, 
ivantage refuking froteWkc f ar cx#tio«r or 
magiftrate, was ^ judge of the piirpofc aturf 
otily interfere Ac dodlriiies faWglit 

d improjMjr. , ■, 

whole eftlvt thiis Bill, was to fia^^e, which had 
by niifrcprcl'entarioni idto a mcafuro cafcLfl;vti^4 
of Bntiih iiberty. Was it pofiihfct 
m {jfefTitre-of the time -, cajfted for new meafurcs,, 
ipould heve adopted*m«A^ lenient on<rs ? la 
iiifranccs be found of the 

ailcnibllcs; Ae'conlcqtisnce 


of tIus.msttdpyN, in mull bciit/ 

■'e.Sliii^^iahd §at miift jEb^y,. from.tli< 
riovv hcM, thcA^lotUtc nccof* 

into a fcnipuUuf in vef- 
the various petitions. 
Jtothfoj^ was fiirthcf 
or d^re^ajte the talents 
),,to whptn he bad ad- 
this t^uch, however, 
isep'W^eW mj^t be, the refped- 
iiot rafTer them to i>3v« 


they few him 4ifi^« 
^l^<Heilvj?d finec;«iraryfe« 

“ r&ttraiiit on 
P-jcanSfei, fediti^ diac 
■•*Sfh€n>dr«Mnatfc 
*^jWi*ro«»l.Q|}A lieeitfrfj.a.niiy 

the'jniagnitin|eyt the 
' t il»c^in<^ the ]p$s, the 
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Earl tf Dtrhy f<)id« lie confiikMi fjbftJBW ia 

that hDrailefb point of, vi«}ir A micii Che ndUh Sh ^ty a r y hcd 
reptel^ted it, he would Hiittittf'ufiiitn ibct 

patience of their ]«rdfbip»|^<hir 4«l«(l«wolald^ Im Kiiv#e(Ni»6 
forward, had he not coofialMip||<>the<n)^ 96 fujtverftve of 
every thing valuable and ummentd) in tbeeonfttfoUtfo^ |fi} 
iaour liberty. In fueV tf^llmiion he Imnld Mff be foticned 
with a filent vote, but beuind oppdHi!, fn the 

Inoft public and Memo acanner, a Bill of iiieh unexaotj^led 
magnitude, and fuqh eventful coniet|uettee* He bad wscu 
educated in what Vrere called whig principlea an<h ifboth ^ 
matureft confideration of thefe, ever Ance he bat errided «t 
years ot difcretioa, he found himfelf at font fooenHM'hfo* 
loufly dtfpofed to vindicate) in his riper ^aM) whatf he hitd 
imbibed in the more eady periods of bis lite. Thelb*|^flie(>' 
pies led him at that tunc, as they had always dotoby ’foMkf ^{^ 
to the revolution of i68S, as an event whieh Axdi and'eAiu 
blilhed the principles of liberty in our cotift!tutiol% atld pte t i ed 
the foundation of the throne upon the fights of thh paoplea 
At that period, the privilege of petitioning demanded end 
received as a vigbt eflenual to the people j and any etteillpttO 
take it apiay, or to diminilhits value, Eiu^iiMien ought to 
widifiand, a$ the deareft priiikifde on vratdh their ftdedom 
was founded. 

Would the noble I.ofd ftgte populae meetingc, from wbt« h 
the public opinion was to be gathorenh as unknown* fo the 
conftituuonl He would not be Ibfohcitous to prove thofm-' 
tiquity as the advantage of the The Ameriean Wary 

tlie muft impditicend difitftrpiis^ wiehthis natiodihdheen 
ever engaged, except that in the cohdinftmf which the ifoble 
Lord was concerned, had been (horteiwd apd conelcMM by the 

K itions and remonftranses'of fuefa meCtmgs as the noble 
rd affoiiled to hold fo novel apdlunpreccdefosd. Was not 
a Ruffian war alio lately pwvenqM by the fame means? A re> 
fource whieby after the M^g of the Bill, the people would 
never be allowed fopiimay* ^ut what aigoments were given 
for a meafure fe formidable ^ Tbp optde Lidad talked of the 
neceffityof the Bill, a»| that k did not entfoneb upon dm 
ri^ts of the people, tlpon <)^ejfoin«s argtunenta 

Se bad notmjedloa tojpmmue Wdlbibfo* 

As to iAe neceSUy, where.tmwm proof 4# 111 He hoped iie 
jMtfuJd pot appear uncivil ift fayinj^ tbacihewoble Lord’a 
Imigh-toned declamation upon the mils of th* If ranch tevolu* 
tion, with which theHoafo hgd been fo often coieftainedy 
and his ftatement of the inefficacy of the fu^enfion of the 

Haktaa 
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H^MtsCafitt A6^ W8*e Ml)t at all fatb&taory. H» tjras 
not KlUm| to«diQ)itn the tiqjUa lAird's aCEertions, which dfe* 
wheichawaaxaa^vttn^wiS} fa^aqion amatt«roffadiiffi« 
portanee as this, he araa «ot o||{ii«l to call for the jiroofa 
whkfa (he aAinitted« IwlBihaJ the Houie to do with 
tuMorietff The aMtoriety of 4ob'§B potomon^ mig^ 
potaiMt beiahily truftod; buthihii^aiicdQt, was it {irwlent^ 
toaftupoAUtnafiynof £t4dkii«lHiwc«nceniiiwnt«^ in* 
portanee f 

It was (aid chat the focieties held in this netF^wltS a^hentf 
to their original principles. He was not an^uainted with any 
bodr belonging to thefe meetings { and he eveq, difiipproved 
highly of mai^ peblications in circulation; but he judged them 
from jdteir own dedarations. They complained bitterly) that 
their intentions werh fo much mifreprefented, and their tpean- 
ing da aoWeb loifundcrftood. Tt was maintained that they did 
not mean wbat they dud; that) when they meadoned lefbrmy 
tb^ meant rerolation} when they fpoke of eijual laws, they 
weie accufed of vrifhing to efied equdity tanks and of 
prqierty. They defired to be judged by a compariibn of 
their adioas with theb words, and challenged their enemies 
to pmnt out an tacoallfiency. But were all the charges iip* 
puted to thefe focieties proved, his ojunkm of dm Bill wotdd 
not be changed. He could not think ^ puntlhing 1^ bno* 
cence of the many Idir the gujlt of tlie few, nor give up tl c 
rights of the people be^ufe the general principle was abufed. 
Where was the proof ikm/h *»« *«« inadequate? He 
ddappnwed of fedition t the laws for the prevention 

of it infudident? Was ftSMbn unknown to foe biftory of 
this country? Was it Anew crime f Was there noefeditua 
and diicootratin (Im days of Kiio|^Wi)liam and Qiieen Aimef 
Was not foe principle of foeir Qavernment arraigned, suid 
their perfons endangered? Were there not aAerwai^ potrer> 
ful faClions, and open sfosllioasi hut did they ever, in the 
moment of real danger, foipfc of itafo meafurcs »this } Pid ‘ 
they ever attempt ca tmpcife a Ireforaiat puHio iUfouC. 
fion ? They pla^ foe QoycriMwot on a firmer baSt, upon 
the love, not upon foe fear,/of foefuljeas. They fought 
not to iotnoduee any new laws <fattt were contented with to 
prudent and adive enetcife x£ foe power plac«d fo tbei^ han^ 
to check foe evil anieemove the dinger. They yefpedMfoe 
conftitttttoo,.andpreierved pifolkpruriieges unimpdred.’ If 
foe laws then were fuffldent, was net foe oondud of mini* 
ftoK clurgea)|(le with foe utmoft fupaenefs of guilt fo net 
empfoyiim foeCn. 

Vet, U. 1795. Rr 


He 
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lie W3S Dfif, the jCari fai4» t(» ibte bold acbuTatfons ; 
but vditB* h« {aw spch attack ^ fart itT tiio he 

was entitled to«ehc)u4e ijpaie the Whole/He 

way emiiled to ctmclude tiltIXiM wdition to increafe, 

that they might fittri p»hM|plN wt* Vk'S hy which they 
might uackle the hbtjpMttTtheir country. He would out 
jumlile the two BilknIijMMr, but*Jie teould &j that their 
principle way the fame, loml were there no laws? Was there 
not nnortfonmctitf Were there not iinea, examples of winch 
mjigbt M mentitAied) Httle to the praife of the lenience of 
thepradiice of the MW? The perfon to whom the noble 
Lord had alluded that night (Lord George Qot Jon) bad pe- 
rifhed tn jail, to the utter diigrace of the law of this country 
Was not the caie of Mr. Wuke', of Mancbdler» afuffictenc 
proof of Its fevertty? Would it then be find thtt no adequate 
punifhmcnt enftea for fediticn^ No magillrate^ however, 
would a£h no juty would convict, upon the prefent Bill. 
Look at kvere lawsy Md fay whotber they conduced to the 
attainment of their pi^ed. No magtfirate would even cany 
into force fome part Of the R lot Adi, from which he perceived 
a great deal of the prefent Bill to be borrowed, if, how¬ 
ever, It was necelLiy, why not produce the ptoof to juilify 
the meafura. 

In the Riot Ad, there was one claufe in it, on which the 
magifirates had never dared to ad, had never attempted to 
bring an offender to convifKon; and he defied an inftance to 
be brought of any conyi^ontfaieyiig ever had upon it. that 
was the cfatiib where any one fm§0 (hould remain fuch a time 
after It wa^ It was Ae M&i of ail fuch claufes to de¬ 
feat the ends for which they were made. 

With legard to the ^ihclpleand claufes of die bill, be was 
fiipported by grmit autmrities when he gave them hts pointed 
diCqiprobadon. Helaad conveaded wKb many pet^c on the 
fubjeSt, and the opinion^ heard was unfitvourable to the bilb, 
but cfpectally to the clmdSli odkefe fucb latitude of power was 
allowed to the wagllRratfi. He fitted the odious utuanon to 
which the jttftifces wot ihdnosd by it, ynd faid there weie 
claufes in the A<^, wider Whidh no mSgiffniiecf honour and 
sefpefilability would agree SO alff. He h'Mifeit«had made enw 
quirted oh this bead, atnongfeveral moil eeqidlSbfide gentlemen 

ihe'poflimiffion of the pcafiej and he sfechkned* upon bis 
honour, that every one of iheia had afiUredbinji they ihould 
dread the idea chF being! obliged to uhdi^ thd ptefeiut htlis. 
He begged leave to read, ay part of his fpOedi, an exttafl of 
a Icttci from a perfun of the bigheft charaScr and the firft 
talents, a jultice of the peace of acute difcernmcnt and un- 

impeachcd 
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impeached integi'^y, aWn of no political ps>rty. hut fteadtly 
and firmly attaenra tn his filing and oountrr. The lettCf eras 
moft forcibly ably emtten, and in the l^on^eft and finnft 
eloquent language* depitfpated thnduty thatthb bill, if ii;pii|led 
into a law would ftir^e UML«nagiftrates. Other tttagi-* 
ftrates might be of a di^enna^on. ^ But he did not think 
tW the petitions that had been«fkdl^ed in their favour went 
IpMificaliy to approve of the‘'’^ittfent bills. The general 
purport of the letter was* ** that he highly difap^roved of the 
meetings at Cbsdk Farm and Copenhagen Houfe, a$ well as 
the speeches of Thelwall and others wnieh were delivered at 
them. But.why on this account ftrike at the root of 
liberties of fengliflimep by thefe bills ? Why not commence * 
vigorous proibcurions againft them* and let thofe who were 
guilty Tuner* and not in this manner punifli the innocence 
of the many becaufe of the imputed crimes ot the 
few f At all events* let not the jufiiccs be included in 
the bills; put not them upon fo paii^l a talk as th it of being 
the abitcr of the law > and the judging* by their own defere- 
tion, of the exa£l point of language m which fliall commence 
criminality of intention. Atleaft, if itmuftbefo, let tltofo 
who are now in the cemmiffion be turned out, and others 
fubihtutedy who may have ip^dc up their minds to tl^ politics 
of the prefent day $ for it (eemed to him that the bufinefs and 
du« of a magiftrate would now be, inftcad of ftudying Burn's 
Jutticc, and Dornfbrd’s Reports, to apply themfclves a^du- 
ouily to the elFufions of Edmund Burke* and the ravings of 
Thomas Paine •, and tjth dommilfions Ihould only he made to 
continue during the fidftcnce of that adminillration by 
which they were appoi^d.” Thefe were fome of the l&d- 
ing features of one of the beft a^ moft energetic letters he 
ever read i with which his lordihip faid, he entuely coincided 
in every and which he alTured their lordlbips he would 
not have read to them, If dtts gentleman, whom he was proud 
and bapm to chll Itis friehti, badnotCEprefled it far better than 
he could have done htmfelf. 

When the hill had beyn^fifft 'nttFoduced by a right honour, 
able gentleouna (the CMSdriSbr of the Exd^uer) in another 
{dace, in 0f great Sresbd fui^* the cloven feot had 

too and he bad been fihee fmeed to^aqihnrt of 

varioMS ^pwi^attons. Re wondered at a perl^ 'of that 
right bo^iitabfegeml(hi9an’«hi|enuit^ and pena<!r^fOii[idid 
not. refled upofl tbe^dail^WmCh had taken {dm in the 
opttuohs of flw public finpf the time whed he ruM. in the 
of bis omnipotence.' That right hp&mtriflno gentle. 

■* man 

R r a 
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nan furfpt the change proehiced hjr a, war, ite '^twM Dot fay 
brou^ far be did not wifli to cavd* mth the twide lord 
cgipodltRinhin, (Lord Grenv^<^)btieiiimir continued by the 
jipde and arrogance, and condufiei W the foQy and incapa- 
«ay of mir^i-ra; and tbal^tH^pecIm of ^ia idoontry were 
abnoft ftarving by the they had purtued. It 

am then found that it wM y, by fome-donceffioo, to 

reftore the people to got^'wimour, afoeady revolting at the 
holdnefi of his deiigtis r'that it would be wifor to foften down 
what was difagteea^, and, by cajoling and afdlice, to induce 
Ishate to fubmit to «i attack upon their liberties. He foid be 
»JM never known men c^iapk of refuming that part of their 
foeedom Which they had MOwed to be abridged. The change 
in the dtusdon of the bill to him was no gieat fubjedt of 
coniidation. The people, who would fubmit to be deprived 
•f their rights for three years, might be eafily reconciled to 
the utter deprivation. He that would be a Have even for an 
hour, had loft the protid diftiniSion and ardent principle of 
freedom. When chains were once inipofed| might not the 
minifter come With fome aftedled pretences and attful colour* 
ii^, to prolong the period of fervitude till foe principle be> 
came familiar to foe mind f Were not all attacks upon liberty 
gsadual and guarded ? Thole Who would not fubmit at this 
line t» give up all their right, might be cajoled at fome 
future period to afunender rffoe remainder. The Riot Ai^ 
acccudiag to Blackftone, had firft been introdpccd in the reign 
of Edward VI. bad b«n revived with limitations under the 
focnfoMis and bfohdy feign of Ma^,.l^iD which time it had 
Oegt till foe reign of George U, mi^ it . was adopted for foe 
focurity of tfaetamify entbe forone, after rocking many ad¬ 
ditions, sod creating new crimes. Upon the lUac 'AH his 
ferdllupc faid, he would ftaia the opiidon of Mr. Pulteney, as 
reportto in Chandler’s Difoates. The words fome ^ed to 
have been ufedby Mr. were « That he repented of 

having given his voice for offoai law g biithis ceal 

for d^i^ily, to which ifo em eould doubt his attacbmen V 
lud'teaidptefwd Mm bdymd m hnunds of pr^ety. Was 
pa^ (phidience he w«Nd<hfh0L l4>' he efofol^hed by Uw In 

could ito longer ticdhJkd a free a fer- 

dl lih rf a raawfer jpf hireling*, 'puk to 

dtfoohlBSiMh^ ddd them% ktantoiw teiwco* 
cion.*’' ^trifo the opiidSoh of Mf> ha 

^ fotecd fo dfo dengeh of ptecil>ifoto ame hd foH be 

dac&f gteattft'««a’'dg^ 

9XA 
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and bq»fer<^ j# y i b i i| yT ^ ; wftatfllrtife 

rcitefiK^ k i peri<?d mhi wh«a 

many of diitk' jhwW9||9 'tfflkjwl ^ ftitelitiom* 
would —f** «• * 1 ^ voi^ teir the preftqe 

bilU'and lamsnKid IwnM ip it fiMdkxied k intt> 

fu» whi«k -kwilitukvr<i|w IJbdNHfmtthdr eotinnj. He Air 
clqwly «n whicli they had fra* 

riled dia preAwt ili^Pkwi^ ttie jk^^oohle w«f diAwent; and 
the reafon was, ^iMri if the preanhhrif dltahtll had been lli^ 
that of the Riot A& they muft have prhdiiced proof; the ptv* 
amble of the RMt Rioi and fuch dangers had * 

been /Hrinf Coeidift*’' wht^ Riewed (hey bad received prods 
of it; but m the preamble to this there (V|h« nofwdt words to 
be found. 


In the eonrideration of feme «lf ^claufos of this bilf, this 
queftion ptefented itfelf. Was tbet^ no ddhger that even the 
excepttoos of puldie meetings might become nugatory 7 Had 
we no btftaaces.of magjftrates rdiiiine to convoke fuch a(« 
femblies I udkicb. If they rcfafod to ^ tlyd people, in the 
exercife of the tight of difcuffingj^llc tqdcs^ end peatiootng 
agaioft ^idvanees, might iSimrided to the penalties of the 
biU. Mj thing might be ooidweted by a fodtflii or a corrupt 
magiftratCt as tnidiitg to ** ereMe ^Rikp /' arid even the in- 
teoqieniie laS^Mgeda hbwi (ff miekt ^hrniih aproteoce for 
difonfing the dteetiog. 

The people this Ccnm|i<7 i»di a right to free difcuSoru 
It was a principle that lNfll|i|emnM:^m8^ hMl regard to 
ail peifoas and evety wiM) (wd<Gc4 fodw die contrary 
ihould every eAsibliAwirr ooaceiviMf that the power 
which was vdM kk magiftnricis, «f focriiig and carryiiig to 
punishment ri|<Slh lit what weroiCliM dnwwhd aflembues, 
would taheihe o^ce wRkPut the «agflkH|jk^ of a juiy, aad’ 
expofo theciiiprk So arWtmtyyhh^iw t d k h ne anriled he had 
faid enough to flihw the ht^o^ «r fuch aiower in ^ 
various C&S itt Which it tsi^ |h! Wbtvhh^ pa Ihe 
Ood only knew wouf b»dll<ihMidf m prcfiwt mha^ 

furey. e«#,hafdk t&MtIha bA «yil ^riidh m 


Ood only knew 
furea. feoMi 
re«id4«d hKjW 

}ijH^ .. _ ___ 

gone% dyOig^^pleflldwy^ w^ 
MioU%rwaiwJm a ihriaMgphdlm theoekkin* 
plathm of )|kk idml Wl^ thiw 
they riiyjm tnwmh ih fiiocenb Siod it iflH ^ 
tuiu6|hM wo^d 'IhMiMwer, envy 
theih* faid he had deJtverea his feiitiments freely 

on a fiihje5t that bad weighed him to the ground. He bad 

difchargwl 


of^ fuch aiower in ^ 
b(«hh^ Pathevri^t 
imWdt twprcliliit aiim*- 
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MUNt of theii* proviHont hwa the countries 
OtigAfifftial fiWKWHi. TVewas 
uiidouOpiw stteuidam on warlike 

tipns, iKtt iikP*ilitlb not |nPri'^o<d(ar to itua trar than anjr 
' pittto^th; the 

eptaMMioiwMi vrhereit.wottkl be better 

1» hU Ibfk to vA l(it|iii|||K, the anvil, to make them 
inimillllrtai nf lhiiiiltoi ftry^^ to fySer them 
60 vMfterthirir <<»»''WmI money hf utterance 00 /e<litious 
meeting t « 

HiskwlIih^l^^emlargeontlmRioti/^ and traced the 
di:$Mietie fireim end iedition lawf (turn the retan of Edward 
the Thiidr to that of Geoige tbc'^eend, difplaying much 
knowledge of the parliamentaryxluflory of the laws in being 
upon thoAi He entenbd into a difcuffion on the 

fcarcity of corn, and the conftqoent high price of de~ 
Claring 4 kat an O||^grav<ition in both particulars was to be ex¬ 
pected khW dm end of fummer, imlefs large fuppUes were 
obtained fmm abroad, and therefore every meaf ire that could 
be dewfc'i to reduce the coiiftunption was devouti) *^0 lie de- 
fired. 1 bd'Eatl concluded by eyprefllng bis wiih tb^t parlia¬ 
ment and men of property ihoQld unite to defend their eftates 
and liberties. 


7 ^ if Nttfalk fpoka ihortly againft the hill. It 
went m (iis'Cttmtionpo ferimt all popular meetings^ uolel? con¬ 
vened by c^tam m^iftratm, and COnfequently to cramp and 
undermine the'ngMt of How little relianc- was 

to be {daced on tbo tmttof ^«>w mamftrates appealed, he 
&id, in (heccmdi# oflKL^NdVs qf Yddk «nd ^ oithum- 
hdfhmd. I'ho wavie^,w mb c^oioo^ war worfe than dm 
di&afbj andidieniBe he cmmkwilflA ’dmt the real obje^ot the 
bill w«$ «p « ftatd tnquifibon in the country. 

, tbit wbaievier in the other Houfe 

might have bttm i|eca»^«f lengm^f l^om whichrthe 
bill had ikmuned tht)«,t.Min4l!if%>f^<^Ad that its progrels 

had been nsadmd wi^ dMe«t«M an^ anxiety, 

WEbich Hs importsoce fo|t|pjr dwMndlt^' ^ 
the delay had vjlm ptiWif **>ka- 

^ swe^edA wr frintipte, dian he re- 

joteddb^pjpIsL hroHght upforthbir 

lordlhiiiiiM^p te at 4 aam^pgrher pextod of its ewdence^ 

he pimJwjwWt dUMm; emMrrtfsnient m addrei- 
fing ibw Siudi doubt would mathave 

procimded iiom ipy dMNiKhg opidloa upon the merits «f tbo 
mK ila[itl4‘ btttflWli oloMlft ftid; netipmd clamtw 

wfaiCii 
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iwlikh mirre|«fifentation ha<| coMdved to exd|e mgAiA it. 
If the wombw of the l^atu|% iH«re {x^aiited 
iMdy of liM nation atas Kfimle tt Wy niltt* bt 

tiKwgHefudi a confuieratitMi great to htHu- 

cdoe'tbetiti. He flao^tint M «bkih 4i1!^<dbitatioit 
II^ been Aiocefsfiil j eotl M i lmWj fbt^ biftttfcet in ii4idi 
tbe groffitft faliboods hadtt^Pfbe«n||ii«ft)it^ tliO pt^tb 
eniiKl. Thealterala<»8Wlm|[WoktO|la4^ 
the proceedinga taiiKfabad ttiu3i''$feee at a ittb meeting at 
Vor^ and the ntmtuMrable J^tttfom ix^bich bad recency been 
preiented in favour Of ^ bffla, firom (he dtoft K&edbble 
4 }uartar$, all tended to |e)iatt hUO comidet^jrllonEIji^’ftich 
embatnwineut* at that which he had juft mendnaiea. Ho 
bdieved fnifroprefenottioii to be entirely defbated, and the 
nation in general to be deeidc^y in favour of t^ie naeafure. 
Much fttefshad been laid on the' reality of the dattS’'^ eaifting 
in the country, ao^ the aufehievous tendency of ^Ibctetiea 
had been a good deal callcKiia(}ueftion, finCe tm focfetiet them> 
felves had taken fome paint to dtfown much of the tlbelious 
tralh which had been ctreubted about the eouiitty by citizen 
3Lee and odief>» He faid be did not wilh (0 enminata any 
let of men whatever, by cxna^ ftdm the fpeedbo of indi* 
viduab, by any unjuft inferences, or by any vague and un¬ 
warranted aflerdons. With^the {iemiiffion of the Houfehe 
Would read te them not an esttfaft ftem an in£vidual fpoech. 


mr from an anonymous jumpldet, hot ftthte tnr four diftin^ 
and folemn refolutions prajMfol'snd ^affid within the left Ax 
weeled, by the Londcpi Connfowtd&tt Society, ia the c^n 
ait) and (as they hfSeaedLlwIhMR^^ of one oi 

dt>o,ooo perfoMi: Tbefti in^tiiims he faid, bote the ofBcIijd 
ftgnatuie of two feoKtarh^ «m were CiretdahSd with meat 
induftry in diffetent paiti Of the country. One of ^m, 
which ne read, d«iBhfei|[ the ji^y hope of the fetplb to be b 
fttemfehres, iad otteofl^ Whkh be read, notwith- 

ftaadtog foe iindoolbed' ah^MbtuaMe eeminty or the coOh 
crary, declared the ^ hh«ri|tm*to,have been very abundant. 
S^aKed, whetiff Vf^td not bejjiplty <^a nxtft 


foei^ trhatever, aflfhhbh^wwaew 
nemile. had 

SS&Twm^nny, 

iHtamlSiiAar td vhaSi whftih 1)0 dwa j 
m^oMt he fold, 



to the litofo; 
ifd#UW(Soo4kihd^ 
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as they were poCcively faUe in He lamented tliat the 

noble lords' who fpoken oi| the other fide of the Houfe» 
h<^ fo cautioufly atAained From, giving any opinion of^ their 
own on the fubjedt of thefe fodeties* He fiiould have been 
much gratified at hearing the fair^andjeal opinion of thofe who 
o^ded the bill,which he iakl hidl^i^wedly, and in fa£l for its ^ 
obje£l thq fuppreSion of thefe 4 ||^^t focieties# Thofe wha 
thought the bill unneceil^ry, mti^'by the faireft inference be 
fuppofed to think that the focleties were not dangerous to the 
liberties and to the tranquillity of the country. He con¬ 
tended that thofe who had paid the fmalleft attention 
to the formation, to the principles^ and to the condud 
of thefe bodies, thofe even who^ had not purpofely 

fhut their ears againft what was matter of the greateil 
notoriety to the whole country, all fuch, he faid, muft 
feel and know that they combine within themfelves a$ 
much art, aiiivicy, connedtion, and unity of 'defign as ^ 
ever threatened the exigence of any government or coufliicu- 
tion whatever. That thefe focietics had been in being for 
two or three years, was no proof of weaknefs, o!* abfence of 
danger at the prefent moment: the only coiiclufion which 
could be drawn from this circumfiance was, that govern¬ 
ment had hitherto ufed very great forbearance, and that it 
muft be with great rcludlance that they now came forward 
with the prefent meafure. He truUed that the Bill would 
prove efficacious; fhould it, however, turn out other wife, as 
bethought the object thelegiilature had in view, was a wife,/ 
a juft, and a neceifary one, he hoped their lordfhips would 
not be deterred from rht^ right and conftaiit .purfuit of its he 
trufted that the country would feel confident under the ex-* 
ertions of its parliament, that they would give it credit for 2;eal 
and firmnefs, et intelligent multo ms vigilare acrius ad faluUrh^ 
quam illi in perniciem reipublica. 

The Marquis of Lanfdown rofe, and began with declaring 
that, generally fpeaking, he difapproved of commenting on 
events in other countries, of which it was not very likely 
could have more than an imperfedl; account, yet if ever it was 
juftiiiable, perhaps the prefent was the crifis when circum* 
ilances did fomewhat juitify fuch a conduct. If he were to 
put him^If m the fituation of miniftets, and afk whether 
affiliated ft^mties, fuch as the Jacobin Club, correfponding 
all over the country, werp not, to )>e confidered as caufe of ay* 
prehenfion, he would anfwer himfelf that they were, and were to 
be guarded againft as highly dangerous. It would be necefiary 
CO examine the nature of the cafe under cOnfideraiion. Wha^ 
VoL. II. 1795. Sf in 
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in was government ? It was a thing founded completely 
and cotally bn public opinion ; it could not he cftdblifhed' 
without it^ and it fell to ike ground as as that, its indif^ 
pehfible fupporter, had withdrawn its aid. The rank or con¬ 
dition of the perfons oppofingit was in his mind of lirtle im¬ 
portance ; nay, if the leadei^ioj^jfUiy fedion were the meafrelt 
banker’s clerk in the city, addrefs enoughfway 

the popular wilh the dan^ was equally imminent, and the 
call upon prevention equafly urgent. And, indeed, when he 
. contemplated the objedl which was prefented by a central 
committee of this fort in the heart of a great country, affiliated 
with other focieties in^ moft of the principal towns of the 
kingdom, the fubje£): could not but demand fome attention 
from minifters, could not but exadl fume meafure of precaution 
for the fecurlty of the condltution^ When this declaration 
was heard, no one, he believed, would venture to ftyle him 
a favourer of Jacobinifin. Upon the (libjied); of the petitions, 
the Marquis flated, that meetings in general were of two 
forts : The firft, of the innocent and w*ell-meaning clafles of 
the community, who, believing that they were aggrieved, 
made their remonftrances with warmth, though it might be 
with miftaken earneftnefs; and fuch petitions might be left 
fafely to evaporate as the conviftion that time would give, would 
fufficiently anfwer them. 

The other fort of meeting was one where real grievances 
did aSually exjft f and whatever might be done with refpe«ft 
to the laft, aH remedies fliort of removing the matter com¬ 
plained of would prove inefte£hial. He could not, his Lord- 
Ihip faid, but recoiled a cafe wherein he had once occafion to 
take the advice of a phyfician, on account of a violent pain 
in his fhoulder, who, u^n being told that a brother of the 
faculty faid be could curq it in a certain way, replied, ^ and fo 
can I: only it remains to be afked, if the local feat of the dif- 
ordcr be changed, in what part of thefyftcm will it next break 
out ? It may difappear, but where will it eo Where the dif- 
eafe was radical, the application of any fuch corredives only 
fbifted the feat of it; as, by the ufe of goulard, or any other 
cboling medicine, the humour might be driven from the fur- 
fate of the frame; In the prefent inftance, however, no wifo 
man could deny that a grievance did exift in thei^equate 
reprefentation of the people: another qUeftion arofe upon the 
fubjed, viz. whether this was a proper moment td agitate it 
a view to its redrefs ? Undoubtedly the theory of the 
^Jmdfli^Cenftitution was a noble one; the great queftion was, 
^^^etber,. in the pradicc,. thii theory had not been fo much 

departed 
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departed from as to be nearly given up ? lie had never been 
a parry man ; and therefore was to be underftuod in all he 
(il.>u!d fay, as expreffing merely the femnnents of an indivi* 
dual. lie had two objeiHons to party: one was, that if 
aitai'ied himfelf to any fet of rnen^ it would neceflarily follow^ 
that, )fe muft fubmit •lji$;;^ppimon to theirs, and this 

he difliked; the other was, that&jthought there was a fome- 
thing in the idea of voting with party naturally and neceflarily 
corrupt. 

Wnen he looked at the compofition of the leglllatiiro 
powers, he faw them divided, generally fpeaking, into twp 
bodies; one conftantly voting oR the fide of the minlAer, and 4 
the other as uniformly voting with the party termed the op- 
pofition. ]From hence refulted a falfe inference, that the a6i of 
the miniflcr was the wi(h of the fovereign, and that he who 
fhouM oppofe any mfiafurc of the former was in perfonal op- 
pofiiion to the latter. If this was an error on the fide of the 
government, there was an error perfe<2Iy correfpondent on that 
of the people; they not unfrequently atfributed to the prin- 
ciples and defigns of men what, in fafl, meafures at¬ 

tributable only to the ftate of affairs. In the prefent criterion, 
therefore, what was to be done ? When the allortlon had been 
made, that this was no j&t moment to bring forward any fuc^ 
queftion of grievance as he had deferibed, he had agreed toitj; 
but becaufe, by the violence of perfons cherifliing, French 
principles, the fecurityof the conftitution had been menaced, 
in their caie for a particular part, it was not the Icfs incumbent 
upon their Lordlhips to^be watchful that no one branch in¬ 
vaded the rights and privileged of the other j and he could 
not but fee of late many alarming fir ides of prerogative 
manifefted in the meafures fubmitted to that and the other 
Houfe of Parliament. 

Admitting, as he did, therefore, the expediency of fome 
meafure, the queftion naturally prefented itielf whether there 
might not be found a meafure adapted to the occafton, and 
yet fhort of what was propofed? His lordfhip (aid, he had not 
heard one defender of the prefent A6f, who did not feel him- 
felf obliged to confef^ that it was an invafion of thofe moft 
invaluable>^Qund-works of Britifh liberty, hdagna Charta 
and the t|f Rights, t By thofe were recognized and ella- 
blifhed the right of petition :and the right of dilcuflion. He 
confefled that many of the fietitions and papers of the focie^ 
ties alluded to were below notice; and oblerved how much, 
had been made of the aifertion that the prefent meafure was 
Ifroumled upon precedents. Some of tbefe precedents were 
S f 2 /etched 
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fetched from the reign of Elizabeth ; and great and glorious 
a$ her reign confcffedly was, jret, in the confideration that 
0%e inherited the a^itrary fentiments charad^eriftic of her fa¬ 
ther and all the Princes of the Tudor line, that was a fuffir 
^ient reafon alone why pi^eMents fliould nQt be drawrrfrSm 
the reign of Elizabeth, jriiithifters were fond of reign, 
why not copy the condud &at wifePrincefs mutatis mutan-^ 
and not obnoxioufly ? Mr. Hume fays of that Sovereign, 
thar| by adapting all her meafures to the fpirit of the times, 
fliefucceeded in railing the ,country, to a ftate of unequalled 
glory and happinefs. Why, therefore, do they not copy her 
oeconomy, recolleSing thatHhc gave up her jewels, and was 
, content to alienate even a part of the Crown Lands, rather 
than lay oppreiHve and additional burthens upon the peo¬ 
ple ? there was another and a ftill ftronger inftance in her 
condudl touching the Reformation. We ihould look at the 
temper flie difplayed in the management of religious preju- 
dices; and apply it as a rule for our condudl in the prelent 
emergency: the American and French revolutions evinced 
that men would go as far upon the impulfe of a civil as a re¬ 
ligious enthuliafm. Elizabeth never leaned too much to the 
Catholics nor to the Proteflants, but gradually acquiefeed in 
Ciofe reforms which (lie found the people wilhcd for, and 
which (he had wifdom fuflicient to fee were calciHatt d to pre- 
ferve the peace of the country, and to ftrengthen her govern- 
ment by making it more popular. It was by taking this ju¬ 
dicious medium, that foe preferved for us that moderate 
church, which it was our pride to poflefs \ which he trulled 
would laft as long as the confi^'tution itfelf ^ and that both 
would defeend honoured and revered together to the end of 
time. Still lefs would any precedent apply drawn from the 
mifcrable reign of Charles H. every year of which was marked 
. with violations of the rights of the i'ubje£l, and (he liberties of 
the countiy. 

Another matter much relied on in defence of the Bill, his 
lufOrdibip obferved was the plea of neceiricy, and in reply to 
that it bad been afked whether the exifting laws were" not 
iofficient, without the innovation of the prefent branch of a 
new code ? On that point, he had no hefitatioa |r. Hdeclaring 
It to be his belief that no lawyer would fay thsfl ^foe exifting 
law not adequate to the punifoment of any offences with 
wbi(p the Corresponding or any other Society, or any indivi- 
were charged, or were likely to be charged. He wilhcd 
mt ^ noble and learned Lord (l^rd Thurlow) would get up 
^ deliver his opinion, whicb^ though be had no longer a puHe in 

his 
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bis hand, and a black coat on, no one refpeded more than he 
did. He wifhed to hear him deliver his opinion whether mj 
iTcw mode of prevention or punifhment were indifpenfd)!/ 
neceflary. A further authority to which be Ihould refort was 
ti'iat another ex-officer, and e^c-lord-mayor, Mr. Alderman 
Skinner. That gentleman, v^jj<sfe condud merited the higheft 
praife o^his fellow citizens, w^S/tontinually teized by govern¬ 
ment to call in the military, but he as conftantly had firmly 
refufed ; and he found by experience that the civil power, and 
the exlfting laws, were fully adequate to the prefervation of 
tranquility, which was much better maintained during his>^ 
mayoralty than during that of other perfons who had purfued 
a different line of conduft. Another proof of the adequacy 
of the laws was to be found in the fate of Mr. Yorke, who 
had juft been fent to Dorchefter jail. The laws were fuf- 
ficient to conviA him of fedition, and to punifh him. If bis 
feditious words were thus eafily come at, why not thofe of 
Mr. Thelwall, if he had really fpokea them ? He would do 
every man juftice; he knew of nothing fo peculiarly flagitious 
in the aflertions of Mr. Thelwall, as to call for any peculiar 
punifliment. He had heard that Mr. 'Fhelwall had affirmed 
oppoficion to be juft as bad as miniftry, and that as little good 
was to be expedted from them. This probably oid not offend 
government. He had alfo been told, that he had faid the 
miniftcr was a notorious apoftatc j of the truth of that aller- 
tion the publick could judge: and he had affirmed, that the 
miniftcr heaped falaries and penfions on hin-felf and family, 
while the publick was overburthened with taxes and debts: 
this was mere matter of arithmetic, which he left to others to 
calculate. Were he Minifter, the Marquis laid, he fhould 
certainly wifli to ftop fuch a man’s mouth 5 and if lie couid 
not do it otherwife, he fhould probably do it by forcer. 
Although he was by no means the advocate of fuch men„ was 
Thelwall the only man who fpoke unwelcome matters ? He 
remembered reading a paper fome time ago in a newl’paptr, 
to which was affixed the name of a moft lefpedtkbie 
gentleman. He faid, he alluded to Mr. Law, a gentleman 
who had left Phigland for America, who had been a member of 
the Aftbi^^<HV Club, *at the head of which Mr. Reeves pre- 
fided, but who was fo difgufted at the arbitrary and partial 
proceedings of the prefident, that he thought it neceflary to 
aflign his reafons for quitting the club, in a letter which he 
publiftied in the Morning Chronicle. [His Lordfliip read 
Mr. Law’s letter, and animadverted upon it, accompanying 
hit comments with mich panegyrickon Mr. Law.] This 
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his Lordflitp, is a perfeft' Jacobin Club, which even ufes 
french phrafes, and it is germ of other focieties, and 
is -a Committee of CorrcfpondciKC, that is, a London Cor- 
reibonding Society. This Committee ftill exifls at the 
and Anchor 7 'avern, ^ of comfe goes on in itjt old 
t^ck: but I cannot bring to hdleve, diat the^an at 

the hUd of fuch an inquii^, ftill holds any place under 
government. Minifters wilf not, furtly, dare to lavifh the 
^blick money on fuch an enemy to the conftitutiun and 
Kbcrtics of Engli&men.” He imagined the noble Secretary 
tndft have been abroad, and fo never heard of this fociety of 
correfpondents, which recommended its fuggeftions, through 
the Solicitor for the Treafury, to a gentleman on every ac¬ 
count fo eftimabls as the Attorney-General, 

As to ftic Kiiigj oo tnan could for a moment believe the ex- 
iftence of any plot againft him: a government Icfs vigilant 
thai ^ours mutt inevitably have difeovered it, if it had exitted. 
Be remembered, that when he was Secretary of State, in the 
year 1767, an Ambaffador from Morocco, being about to 
Rturn, waUed upon him, and returned thanks in a fet floiid 
fpeech for the civilities he had ejqtericnced in the country: 
but faid be, ** if I had been treated otherwife, I Ihould have 
thought it my duty to have concealed the circumftance from 
my reyal ma'rter; for it is a m^xim wdth me that Sovereign 
Princes Ihould live welftogether.” So, faid the Marquis, I 
would have it with a prince and his people; 1 would en- 
sieavour as much as poffiblc to keep them friends; I never 
would excite fufpicions and jcaloufies between them. 

When the maniac, who was at this time in confinement, 
aflaultcd the Sovereign, be remembered that the King mounted 
his horfe the next day, and rode without attendants to 
Windfor. Such condudi he admired, as equally wife and 
tnagnantmous. And fo well was he latisfied of the fenti- 
ms^s of magnanimity which influenced that auguft per- 
fonage, that, after the late attack, which they all deplored, he 
would have had not the llighteft objeflion to ride through the 
ftr^ of London; even if he had met with any one perfon, 
wh<^ from fuffering by the war, or under a grievous famine, 
or ffmn the enormous prefllire of taxes, m1glu.haye^^n led 
to fhew an appearance of difiatisfaftion, the couififeitance of 
the King would of itfelf.have difarmed him by its benovelent 
expreffion; and he might have faid, “ None of thefc grievances 
are imputable to me; I gneve for your diftrefs; but addreff 
yourfelves to my minilters; they are lefpoafible fpr every 
pid)iick meafure." 
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The Marquis declared, that had he the opportunity a$ one 
of his Majefty's cabinet, or had be the ftill higher honour of 
being entitled to ftyle hiinfelf the frUnd of that roy4 
perfonage, he fhould thinh it equally his duty and his pride tei 
advife him to come down to that houfe^ and give^bis diflent.to 
thefe Sills, If fuch a cotiduik.w^te purfued, if the wifties ct 
the people were rather humoufji^ than fpurned at, then his 
Majefty would be-as popular la in 1782;. when it might 
have been truly faid, that be reigned in the hearts of bit' 
people. 

If thefe Bills paffed, and were not executed, it would td-’ 
fallibly fubjeA government to contempt. If they were ex¬ 
ecuted by the ftipendiary magiftrates, tlicy muft be bold met?, 
to aft u^n the lights of Surn^s Juftice. God Almighty, in 
his donation of human faculties, ufually accompunied great 
warmth and intemperance with a deplorable want of judg¬ 
ment. When this was confidered, was the diferetioaarf 
power to be fafely repofed in hands fo liable to be impure or 
wrongly diicftcd? What he dreaded was the geAeraf glooot . 
which thefe Bills would fpread over the people ^ they would 
tend more than any thing to deftroy that happy union of the 
lowcft with the higheft, and arm the different orders with 
anlmofity againft each other. ^ The Marquis added other 
arguments againft the Bills, and concluded an ingenious and 
able fpecch with expreffing a wil^ that the |>eoplc would 
confidcr the Bills in their proper light, and ^ake every legal 
and conilicutional means of obtaining tlieir repeal, when a 
favorable opportunity offered. 

Lord Mulgrave rofe immediately to reply, and began by 
fingling out fuch parts of the Marquis's fpecch, as did not th 
bis mind apply to the queftion before the houfe, and difpofed 
of them with a few arguments urged by way of refutation of 
each; he then proceeded to defend the Bills from thre.imputa*- 
tion of being unconftietitiona}| or an attack on the Kberties of 
the people. He proved from an accurate hifforlcal detail of 
all the various precedents of meafures of a fimilar nature and 
purport that had been propoied by government, adt^ted by 
each Houfe of Parliament and fHnSioned by the iegiflature, fop 
many rci^s paft down to the j 3th of Charles the Second,, that 
the priQeT|B^^ the Bills was not new, but that our anceffora 
wifely adajkihg their laiys to the circumftances of the times, 
had gone before us in the fame track and fet the example, 
which the cogent necefiity of the times made it the duty 
government to follow. I'he 13th of Charles the Second his 
Loidlhip qbferved among other claufcs, contained one prno* 

hibiriiii 
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hibiting any petitjon with more than twenty names to it being 
prefcitced. That was not altered or repealed by the Bill of 
Rights, and on the trial of Lord George Gordon it was held 
by the Judges that the. claufe was; ftill in force. 

His Lordibip Aipported the prefent Bills by a variety of argu¬ 
ments, and contended, that^ <^|hoiigh they gave, additional 
ftrehgch and energy to goyeiamient in re^e£l: to the peculiar 
and chara^leriftic mifchiefs,^ the times, they ran parallel in 
principle with the exifting laws on feditioii and treafon. 

Earhf Maira rofe next and laid, that if the noble lord 
hoped to perfuade the houfe into an opinion of the necei&ty of 
the Bill, he mud think it very eafy of perfuafion, fuice he 
founded bis hopes chiefly on the cranfaftions of the focieties. 
^1 have no occafion to defend the London Correfpohding 
Society, (faif] his lordlhip}, as they devoted me to death for 
being an apodate from the caufe of liberty. On the contrary, 

I agree with the noble Marquis, that they jufliy excited 
alarm by their condutfl in imitating the proctedings in France. 
Let me afk however, whether their declarations were not openly 
made? And are not.their publications openly circulated, 
with the names of Bookfeliers and Chairmen, whom it can¬ 
not be difficult to trace ; why not therefore puntih them if 
they have been guilty of apy crjme \ Arc informers want¬ 
ing? 1 thought they were fo plenty as to poifon all free com¬ 
munication, all manly intercourfe in foctetyr Yes; they arc 
fo} and miniftra are in no w^ant of them; but they have 
Other views. Their offences have perhaps been fuflered to 

E 9 unpunilhed, in order to furniih a pretext for faying the 
wsare inadequate, and to terrify the people into an appro^^ ^ 
bation of the prefent BUK 

The Secretary of State has faid the jacobins killed the 
King of France; and if fome fuch meafure as the prefent is 
not adopted, flmilar confequences may follow in this country. 
This is a fort of langu^ which had been too much ufed of 
)ate. The meafures of miniders, and the fafety of the king’s 
perfon are always maintained to be infeparable ; and they who 
do not agree in this opinion, are ftigmatized as enemies of 
dbeir Sovereign. This is a mbft unworthy creed, and it has 
^prived the king of his beft advifers. 1 think myfelf as zeal¬ 
ous a ffiend of my king as any ^an within his do^'tniorrs, and 
yet I think the greateft iervicel could do him, would be to 
It that he would pafs this Bill. No man can think of 
iroud and imperious tone in which it was introduced^ 
contraft that with what has fmee happened, without 
that foniethmg more was, and is mtenejed, than is at 

prifenc 
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prcfent avoWed} tbealteiitiDns that have'been made in the plan 
arc only the mean &frterfbges df checked arrogance. There 
is 110 one objeft profeffiid b)r. this Biit, which cannot be ob¬ 
tained by an enforcement of ^ ^refent laws} - and confidering 
bow it is prefi^ forward^ 1 ^ft'ccmclude, that the powers 
which it will kiire are ntter^^^Do be abufed ; the more ef- 
pedally when rcomiittreifwlmlbine late events and prefent 
circumftahces. liliniftersi tbtdng.the giving unpopularity 
of the war, the iteai^tifs provifions, and the general in¬ 
dignation wUch theit condki^t h» excited, feek by thde 
meafures, to ftille their refhntment; but the houfe fiiould be 
cautious of ^h^ittg itfelf, paffing thefe Bills, inthe 'fltua- 
tion of .opp^g the gehemi vdce of die people. A'ftrong 
government has been fpofcen of, and I approve of a ftrong 
government $ 1 appfove of it, however, only when it is really 
calculated to benent the nation at large; and this Bill makes 
a ftrange thing df the conftitutioh; 'it expixfsiy fays, that 
nine-tenths of the people do not feel the blemngs that it 
ihowers down upon them, and therefore they nluft be de¬ 
prived of its protection. If the Bill were to be well adminil- 
tered, it would not be quite fo dreadful in its operation, as 
we perceive it is intendra itftould be *, 1 fay this, my lotdsy 
becaufe the execution of it would be put Into the hatiils oc 
inferior magiftrates, who will be eanly influenced by ad- 
miniftration; and to hope for any jiuch'thing as freedom of 
petitioning is vain, if we attend to one noble lord^ fpeech, 
^Lord Weftmordahd), who has faid, diat the great oppo- 
iition made to the meafuw was a pvoof of its nebeffity. la 
this manner, any oppofittW to the meafures of'goyermheoe 
wtll| always be deemed fedititms, and will bd looked on as a 
proof that the people ou^ nOt to be allowed tift privilege of 
meeting to conlider of tmir grievances. If fuch language be 
now held, it is eafy to Mrceive qdiat will be the fate of peti¬ 
tioners hereafter. Big l lib^ |hat it trill he impoffilne 
put the Bill Mly inibhxeauttoay as its ui^c^ulari^ mull in- 
Ctoafe every day. MbdificAdotlS of it I Xft’egard; it is the 
principle itfelf that iS^.ohrioiddiis.' . The cafe of 
vriilcfa has handed^^ii^1'b^|>Qfterit^ the feme of Himpden^ 

'nieAol^ 
'the' pebpk^ 
feeire m earn bread, 

_ _ ^^'''lisinnotlsstojiyr^' 

Almighty niumkihd mfurdy to wotk-aM di 

sat lice beafef^i He kas'endori^ all.^ithtfeb^hing fachl«iil| 
Vi. II. 1795. T t *3 
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Rnd given nothing that he did not intend to be ufed/* His 
lordfhip concluded an cloquenrfpccch with expreffing his hope 
that the divilioii againft fo odtoi^s a mearure would be great 
ill number. ' 

, Earl Spencer replied, and in anfwer to tvhat he termed the 
ardour of tl;e laft fpeaker be not aroongft the num* 
berof thofe who wiftied to aSife the prdvifions.of the pending 
Bills, nor did he parjcakc of Ahe arrogance':virbich had been in 
fuch qualified terms attributed to their framers. Thefe Bills 
went fo enaff, t^at every meeting {hould be public* How 
did that accord with the pen of a ftate iilquifidon ? Minifters 
were at one time arraigned for not pmfecuting offenders, and 
at another for profecuting with too much rigour. . He, for his 
part, was confeious of having done no more than bis duty. 

Lord Thurlow began a grave and weighty argument on the 
fubje£i of thd Bill, with noticing the variety of mifconceptions 
that had taken place refpCiSling it, and in no particular more than 
in the idea that it trenched upon that importantpriticipJc ofBritifh 
liberty eftablifhed by the Bill of Rights, the right of the fubje^l 
to difeufs publickgrievances, to petition, complain, or remon- 
flrate,orotherwife addrefs the king^or either or both Houfes of 
Parliament refpcdling them. So rar from that being the cafe, 
the Bill fet out iilith recognizing that principle in the plaineif 
abdbroadeft manner. Nothing could bemore clearthan that the 
BiU began by expreiling that recognition in terms the moft ex¬ 
plicit; ic WRS rather furprizing therefore, that any man who had 
read i^oBill ihould have fuffered himfelf to have fallen into fuch 
a palpable In the courfe of the debate much, his 

lordifhip obferved, had been faid with refpccl: to the difl'c- 
reiH modes prafticed to obtain petitions for or againft the 
Bill ; long experience had taught him that on occafions great 
and important as the prefent, where confiderablc difference of 
opinion prev^ailed, and.-^^th fidcs were equally eager in 
lengthening and fiippor^ng their own opinion by every pof- 
fiblc means, a good ^al of mi^rcprefemation would be reforted 
$o. Perhaps, tfacre^e^f the faireft way of confidering the 
4i^gree of w^tgbl; to the potions in general, was to 
tte pctitidpjS on phe the queftion, were as 

:||j;^cb#be rejied on ^tb^ei>Witions ontbC; ntber. He was teady 
'to tb^ he'i^w^cbijdtdembw opinion 

of the thbiijghHt.beciani^ theiegif- 

.|^m^/Wpay .itj'-hiit' ms not at all 

jtees cafy tobe ^t af it itinft, bawdvtri pcciitthat 

■l^p^pte at large ^ not 1%: ibmeli^ab$,' h0^tbef^meopp^^ 
obtaining mfdrmdSob agtOjftin|; 

' ' ' ■ ia 
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in P^rliaoient,, that'^he had in hia jcgillative capacity; and 
therefore, when hcTelt conyidtion on any jsarticular publicic 
mcnfure under deliberation before their lordfliips, he fhould 
govern his condudl by his own judgment and opinion, and 
not furrender either o^ljghc Ipofe grounds. He could 
not by any rnean^ concur with nobJe lords who, argued 
that the cphfe<|uenQes that had arifeh from the propagation of 
Jacobinical principles in France, afforded a fufficient jufti- 
iication for the legiflature of this country to enacl new laws 
with a view to the prevention of fimilar efFefts here. He 
muft fay, he entertained a^very different opinion, fje thought 
they had nothing to do with what had palled in France, as 
far as related to any influence it ought to have on their pro¬ 
ceedings in Parliament. It was iheir duty to govern 
their conduct in Itt^iTi don, with a view to fuch laws as 
were expedient and neccfiary to the good order, the well¬ 
being and ihe h.ippinefs of the fubjefls of the Bririlh croi^n. 
The coiit ary di)(£lrine appeared to him to be not only un¬ 
fair in pri.K’ple but iu.pradicable in itfelf, as the genius and 
character of che two nations were extremely diflimilar, and 
it i41e to fuppofe that the two countries were to be gOf- 
verned in the fame way. The dodrine was befides fome- 
what infulting to Engsilhmen, whofe loyalty w^as not rhbre 
general than fincere and ardent, and who were more lik^y 
to be induced hy the horrors experienced in France, to ab- 
ftain fiom excefies that might lead to the fame confetjuenfes, 
than to make the condud of the French the model pf their 
imitation. With regard to what had pafied in the focieties 
that had been fo much alluded to, that was a matter of which 
he profelfed to know nothing ; if they had diftributed im¬ 
proper or feditious papers,' the prefeiu law would reach them 
with a fufficient feverity of punilhnient. The cafe, hov/cver, 
was in his opinion not precifcly the fame, in , point of milV. 
chievous effed, with refped, to fpeecbes delivered aV popular 
meetings ; whenever be heard of a fpeech before 30^000 per- 
fons, the firft thing that occurred to him was,' that it was im- 
poffible.that one thirtieth, part of the audience could he^r It 
no great apprchenfioa nped therefore b® entertained of the, 
danger likei^|e^refult from fuch harapgues; writings or pripieo,, 
papers migm be conveyed and circulated throughout th^ 
kingdom, and read agaiii gJid again ileliberately till 
workedl^and produced thofe confecjuences moil; to be dread|^l’ 
He would tlierefbre biye the laws in being enforced agamft 
libellous and ielditious Witing^, and he had no doubt they 
would be put an end to. The fpeecMte in queftion he C04M 

T t 2 fuppofe 
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fuppofe w^re infolent and ii^ertinent,’ but were thev fo dange- 
* rous to call for the prcfenti Bill, It was the glory of the 
law, that there was lio'^prcvious reftraint on the peo¬ 
ple in the exercife of the privilege of meeting to 

difeufs grievances and l^etitioh rartiameht refpeSing them. 
That privilege ftood precifely on lh#lafne ground with the 
fhpedom of the prefs* Its ufe was free and unreftramed, 
but its abufe was opeit to puniihment. Had it been other- 
wife^ the freedom of the pfels inftead of an advantage, would 
have, been the nioft intolerable tyranny. Montcfquieu, in his 
. Spirit of taws, (aid, that the exigence of freedom in Eng¬ 
land depended on the freedom of petition, and the freedom 
of the prefs^ If the people feci the prelTure of particular laws, 
•and are not at liberty to petition for their redrefs or remon- 
ftrate againft them, they are flaves indeed. , To declare, 
tbo'cfore, that the people have nothing to do with the laws but 
to obey them, was as odious as it was fallacious, and when he 
i^id that, he by no means intended any tefle£rion on the right re¬ 
verend prelate, who, in the courfe of a recent debate had made 
.ufe of the expr^eifion ; the handfome, manly, .md liberal ex- 
plaiiation, which the right reverend prelate nad fince given of 
his meaning, and under what reftriftions he meant To apply 
tlje fentence, not only reflcdlcd the higheft honour on his 
own good fenfe and candour, but cured'the declaration of all 
poffible exception. 

The people had an undoubted right to interfere with the 
laws in the manner preferibed by the Bill of rights, and re¬ 
cognized by theprefent Billj as far, therefore, as that went, 

, , t)te Bill was unobjedlionable, but it was what followed that 
was to he deprecated. The rellraints it threw around the 
exercife of that conftitutional right which it broadly acknow¬ 
ledged were alarming and dreadfufSndced. The Bill, there¬ 
fore, was to be ohjeiifod afgainft as eflablifliing a bad prece- 
tfent, under countenance of which a variety of bad laws might 
creep into the ffatir, amd'defile the pages of the ftatute book, 
fHe recollected that, fome years ago, (178^) when a motion 
^ k reform in parliamentary repreientation had been re- 
J^bed ih' the Houfe of Commons, and the previous quefiion 
upon it, the people were immediardy informed by 
1^ df . celebrated char^et^, and popular if^ght in the 
coufitryj^hat their p^iti^ had been rqe^icd by the mode 

P obnoxious, as the means of getting rid of g q^ief- 
poftatiC^ and were called u}:^n to oieec in ili(tri£t$,' 
:ufs the beft means of rendermg th^ir application to 
more &cc^ful $ but it was nor then contended 

that 
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that their intention was to overawe parliament, or tp do more 
chan to awaken in the people a due attention to a fuUedil that 
involved their deareft and moft invaluable rights, ne rccoU 
le£led alfo, at the time when Mr. Wilkes was declared inca¬ 
pable of fitting in the Houfe of Common8^ diouah returned 
again for Middlefex, fome pet^ who were zedous in his 
caufe went To far as to declare that no refolution of the Houfe 
would be binding, and no Aft would be in force whilft Mr. 
Wilkes remained excluded* At different times he had beard 
doftrines broach^, and infifted on, that were equally extrava- 
grnt, ferious, and alarpiing, but he did not remember to have 
ever once heard it hinted that fucb Bills as the prefentwereaei» 
ceffary to reffrain them or fit to be introduced. The power 
and extent' of the exifting laws had always hitherto been 
deemed fufficient for the correftion of abufe, the punilhincnt 
of offences, and the prevention of danger. 

That being only the fccond reading of the Bill, his lofdfhip 
faid he was aware that in point of drift order, he ought to 
confine himfelf fclely to the confideration and difeuffton of 
its principle, but, perhaps, his then fuggeding certain ob- 
jeftions that he felt to particular provifioxrs of the Bill, might 
facilitate their amendment in its next dage ^ he would there¬ 
fore take that opportunity of mentioning them. He did not 
mean to charge miniders with ill intentions, he fuppofed. 
that they were perfedlly pure, the Bill, however, was, for a 
Bill of that importance liable to fuch objcdlions Jn the word** 
ing of its claufes, and the latitude of their expreffions, that it 
either betrayed great negligence in thofe who drew the Bill, 
or afforded fufpicion of its originating in an awkw^^rd motive* 
The didindtion taken between the different fpecies of pub¬ 
lic meetings, was at lead novel. It gave great powers to 
judices, and though it recognized the right of the people to 
meet in order to difeufs grievances, and petition, it furrounded 
the cxcrcife of that right widi redriftions equally unpreqe- 
dented and fevere. It mentioned deferiptions pf magidrates 
and meetings which he could not comprehend the meanir^ 
of. What officer vrits the convener of a county in Sci^xuidlr 
he had not before. heard of fuch a perfon, and what 
meant by a county meeting? obferved that tbo: phra^^ 
was to bb ^nd in many of the; petitions on the t^Je, ptu: 
the law knew of nplpch imeting,' and, their lorddiips 
knew that no petdion purporting to he the petition qf it 
comity meeting would be received by either Houfe of parlia¬ 
ment. A meeting might, indeed, be held in a county, d 
could iiotbe ffykdtbepetrtiouof this or tbil couiuyi tlieHop^ 

always 
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always received it as the petition of thofc indlvldu^s who fub- 
feribed and annexed their Tignatures to it, and paid attention 
accordingly. The exceptions in favour of corporations v/ent 
on a wrong principle; corporations were not conftituted for 
the purpofes of petitioning, and their petitions, like thofe 
of county meetings, would haVc no other recommendation, 
nbr be entitled to weight and confideration further than 
as the petitions of thofe who ligned them, which was, indeed, 
l^c only proper way of confidering all petitions. I'he powers 
given to thcjuftifccs under this Bill were great, novel, and 
liable to much and very {erious abufe. It would be ftupid 
andidlein the Houfc to fay that any body of men were im¬ 
maculate, and it would be as fulfome, as -it muft necelTarily 
be falfe, to pronounce an indifcriminate pancgyrick on all the 
individuals of a large body. He was far from meaning to 
impute bad motives to any particular fee of men, but they 
aU knew that, from particular circumftances, there were men 
in the commilEon of the peace more peculiarly liable to influ¬ 
ence than others; he therefore thought that a fpecial claufc 
fhould be introduced in the Bill, excepting the ftipendiary 
magiftrates, from exercifing the extraordinary powers vefted 
irt juflices, with refpefl to the difperfion of meetings. Thofe 
magiffrates, to whom he had juft alluded were conftituted for 
exprefs purpofes of local police, and to that duty they had 
better confine themfelves. Another material confideration, 
his lordfhip fatd, was, the Bill gave magiftrates the power of 
tdking all perfons into ciiftody, who fhould hold any dif- 
courfe for the purpofe of inciting and ftirring up the people to 
hatred and contempt of the perfon of his Majefty,&c.or the go¬ 
vernment and conftitution of this realm, as by law eftablifhecl.’’ 
If thofe words were allowed to ftand in the Bill, there was an 
end at once of all difcuilion with a view to parliamentary reform. 
How was it poiTibic in agitating the queftion of parliamentary 
reform to forbear mentioning the inequality in point of im« 
portance, inhabitants, &:c. &c. between the county of York- 
fllire and the Borough of Old Sarum, without derifion and 
ridicule, which might by aii ignora:',t magiftratc be ccnftrucd 
Wincite hatred and contempt of tlje government and con- 
by law efti^blifhfed,*' and acting upon that mif- 
ctm&tii&tim he rnigbt party into cuftody and diflblve; 

the ilfkieting- • It bad bceii faid, that if the magiftratc exceed¬ 
ed or Jihufed his autfebrky, he was liable to pMnifomeni; 
Init under what circumftjnccs would a profecution come In- 
t<i'^0urt up‘.m fuch an occafic n ? The proiccutor would cqrhe 
idtcicourt with a halter about his neck, and^no man furely 

would 
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would rifgue the carrying on fucb a fuit^ unlcfs he had a mind 
to be hanged. 

«His lordihip pointed out the diftin£tion between the extent 
to which the provifions of the Bill went, and that of the pro- 
vifions of the ASt of Charles the fecond, and the A£t of 
George the firft, commonly called the Riot Ad. By the 
latter, the perfons alTembled for ah unlawful purpofe, did not in¬ 
cur the penalty of felony unlefs they continued together 
riotoufly and tumultuoufly tor one hour after the Ad had been 
read; by the prefent Billj if ,an aflembly met for the mere 
difcullion of public topics, continued together peaceably to 
the number of twelve or more for one hour after proclamation 
made, commanding them to difperfe, they were guilty of 
felony, and the magiftrate was ordered to put them to death, 
or at lead faved barmlefs, if upon refiftance any ofi the 
perfons fo continuing together loft their lives. This, there* 
fore, was in his mind an infurmountaide objedion to the Bill, 
but exclubvc of this grand objedion, the authors of the Bill 
Teemed to have paid no attention to the explicitnefs of its 
claufes 5 and, in the language of the fpecial pleaders, they 
had failed to ‘‘ hit the bird in the eye.” A penal law fliould 
always be clear and explicit, whereas the language of the 
Bill was peculiarly vague and inconclufive. Therefore al¬ 
though the Rill recognized the right of petition., and afFeded 
to guarantee that liberty, it was at beft a liberty in fetters* 
He finccrcly wilhed that an eflential abufe of liberty fliould be 
punifhcci; but the offenders fliould be puniflied in their 
piopcr charadcr, and not degraded to the defeription of 
tclons, without any neceflity fufficient to warrant fo fevere a 
change of fituation. 

The Lord Chancellor faid, the greater part of the noble and 
learned lord^s fpeech appeared to him to be a ftrong argu¬ 
ment to prove the propriety of the Bill’s going to a com¬ 
mittee, when the claufes might be, debated, and any altera¬ 
tions thought neceffary might be made: at' prefen^ however, 
the prijiciple of the Bill was the foie objed of their confidcr- 
ation. The noble and learned lord, had taken occaiton to 
lay that the leglflature of this country ought not to make wfa^t 
pafl^ in France a matter to influence fSehr proceedings, nov 
to ground the iaws tliey framed and enhded on it. He, fMi 
contrary, tnaibtajpcfl die it a$ k 

nerai rule. Ttie and learned ^^d had aifo faid,, the. 
genius and cbara^lf of |he two nations were diffimilar, and 
that it was abfurd tofuppofe that the fifl>je< 9 ^s of both;cotdd 
be governed by the &nie laws* Upon ^at principle he,, 

^efufcd’ 
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refufcd to take a falutary warning from what had pafled in a 
neighbouring kingdom. Wa^ man, he wouM alk, fo diScr> 
ent from man on the different fides of the Channel, that fimi- 
lar aflbciations in each profeftng iimilar principles, affuming 
the fame forms, and affefiiing^tbe fame ffvie and terms, were 
not likely to be attended with ffmilar effeda ? Wou'd the 
PiOleftant divines of England declare that they apprehended 
nothing from the avowed Atheifm and fcandalous prophane- 
nefs pradifed in France ? Would prudent politicians fee no 
danger ip the general confufiot^ which would neceflarily re- 
folt from the propagation dodrines and fyffems of govern* 
tnent deftruAive of all order, all fubordination, all property, 
all fecutity, and all hapfunefsi ^ Would the noble and learnM 
lord ventum to affert that they ought to remain fupinem the midft 
of the tribunes of the London Correfponding Society, in the 
mtdft feditious and inflammatory harangues, and libellous 
pam^iets and papers i The moft vigilant government could 
not keep pace with the a^ons of the fociety in this country, 
which called for notice} heap profccutions on profecutions, 
there would be no uie in it. It had ever been the pra61;ice 
of ail wife governments to anticipate and fuperfede, by pre¬ 
ventive regulations, in order to render the evil impradlicable. 
He declared he was no enemy to the liberty of the prefs, fo 
truly defcribed by the noble and learned lord; at the fame 
time he muff obferve that the libels that had tfllied from it 
were beyond all bounds, and that it was lenity to introduce 
preventive laws. He was himfelt fully convinced, that it was 
wife to take a leilbn from the dark pagev of the French revo¬ 
lution, to coniider it as an inftruditve volume, and by a pru¬ 
dent and timely exercife of caution to avoid furnifhing ma¬ 
terials for a fimilar hiftory in this country. Be it ever re- 
oiembered, by what means that revolution was brought about; 
fhs* the minds of men were alienated from their government 
bythe machinations of a fewanful perfbns,at the very moment 
chat fltey profefied tbe moft epthufiaftic attachment to their 
Frinee^ and they led on by degrees, firft to the 
u^^i^Myndnt, to the overdirow of bis throne, and 
hflilytoi dht marder of diotr Sovereign. Tbe fame 
andidie fttne enorffiifies be piOduesd in this county by 
the meant, if not prevented. We W aviated 
teietki in this conotif. What were the viewa.and princi* 
ides aivoiM by the toadm Corre^ioti^ ^iety, a fbchhy 
not denied their eOnnedUon wimwedubs in France, 
trachthn analogy jbetweob the condad of die Lon- 
jpKi Cwte^fONditig Society and dw |«c«hin cKib of Ftabcd. 
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Let thear^ obferv^; the ufib die London Correlpaipding S^iety 
had made of the lijierty of the profs, and wowd any difpafo 
iionate man fay, at Joadfe noble lords had done, that thp conduS 
of the London Con:e^iidin|; Society was not at all {Imilar* 
^ that there \itafi,a6t the nor ^te (ppudleft analogy bc» 
tween that coad^j3|^d the Conml^ of the Jacobin Club^ The 
Loridon CotTefi>bm|ng Society called for a reform, when it 
was clear a reyolution ,was thetr object. What had been 
the libellous atjtocious CQndudt of the hand-bills dlftri- 
buted by die foci^tyi they defcribed the conftitution and go- 
vemmentas a nu^arcby^oot not a monarchy limited and free. 
The Houfe of Lords they pronounced uielefs; the Commons 
corrupt^ thcmlges corrupt, and recommended to (liilcc out cf 
all the records the word monaichy,htid iofert cpminonwealth. 
According to them our laws were abfunf: and all indiikments 
drawn up in the King’s name were infamous libels, and iiifults 
on the people. “ When they come to ftate what they mean 
by reform, and bring forth their plans, (laid his lordihip,} tiiey 
then tell us of univerfal iulFrage; that is, the uqivcrikl, 
f^afible right of men, which cannot be bartered away. In 
order to reform they fay, you muft put an end to boroughs and 
corporations, and divide the kingdom into fcdfioiis: every 
perfon, except a peer and a pauper, may vote at clct^ions. 
Their language betrays them} when they can fecurc a ma* 
jority, they will then have a Conftitutioiul Aflembly. Is not 
all this tending to involve us in the milcrable ftitc of bi ince^ 
Such are the notions which thefc foc>etiis arc attempting to 
difllminate. By every method, they try to throw abufe and 
leptoach upon the affual government, and all its component 
parts, upon the foverign, the Houle of Lords, which with 
rfiem goes for nothing, as well as upon the reprelantativo Houfe 
of Commons. There is not an cxiftipg circumftance of the 
conftitution, but what is treated as an ufurpation, 1 id bearing 
upon the rights of the people. If, indeed, it is St that theie 
fodeties Siould lift thcbr Sand with that boHneft they Save 
done, it will be unneceflary to think of this or any pther bill, 
for tbdlegiAative funddons will be taken oi|t of ycfnt hatuls. 
The ftyle of their peStions A»d remonfirances dilhpver the 
famp ^ngerous fjHri>,iHid>thei Illume ^pciples that has chaiac- 
eemked whde condiidL" pattered himlRtlfchat i( waa 
the wiihi, 4f d Ifcat majorii^^ the inhabitant of this country^ 
topt^jfervftpe epnlHeu^t thwea^o^ 
fejll^ ^ ¥ afcribi^,;p> mift 

lepre^ntat^. lie ^<1% of. being 

yoi. n. ‘ I iril ceedmgsi 
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ce^ing$} tlte danger was real, uid tt mislit, he iaid, come 
Quicker ^atrthc apprehen%on« of the tnolTfiiuid rtiightlead 
theab to (uppofe, if not aveited. In lender the eit^i^lng 
Vircumftance^, it would be lo any ^vcrnment to rr^ 

mam inaiSfive, when tl|tiPas|bit^<;^ry ^l^ply a prcveiV^ve 
in time. • Mj) 

Experience bad Ihewil that the eiiilling Uwk wer^ oot Suf¬ 
ficient to put a flop to the ev|il; and'tlienqe acofe thb neCfSity 
for the prefeut meafures, tphich he muft ebntend did not ex¬ 
ceed that necei&ty, nor would he agree that the btfls would 
operate in the tnatuier, which thofe,who opfKl^ wi&ed 
to hate It underilood. Th^iohle ghd leained lord had him- 
fclf i^dmitted that the lull allowed the r'ght of petitjening, 
provided meeungs for fiich purpofes confined theanfelves wi^ln 
the boundsjof difcrttioti* and proceeded in an oidcHy manner* 
His loidfliip adverted tothe pro\il>oti' of the bill j and ohferved 
that little was left to the difcietici of a tnagiflratc. 'Ehe fubjcdl 
matter of a meeting mufl be. reduced to writing, figned by 
(even boufehtddertk wfiich the magiflrate had to cpidider, and 
was not left toad from fudden unpulfe If he aAed raQtly, 
and abufed his tiull, he was amenable to higher powers, and 
ftill a jury had to decide on the charge agatiifl the luppbfed 
culprit: the man might be bailed; and, if he could mew a 
juft caufe, the perfon leizcd bad hi$ rccouifc in law. The 
power of die magiftritc was not unconlroulabk : after fise 
days that meeting might aflemblc again ; or, fhou'iJ the magi- 
jftrate a£t from capnet, injuflice, or corruption, iny otficr 
two jufliccs might pcimit die afknibiy. It had bt.in Said, 
indeed, that, without the aid of the bill, it was the magifti arc’s 
duty to at reft a man fpealcing tieafon , but he could do fo the 
more c^itflaally, when armed with tlie provifions of the bill • 
he might at prefent, indeed, arreft a traitor; but how was he 
to be Secured from a refeue ? 'i'here was nothing in the bill by 
which the audmfi^jr of themagiftratef could be attended with 
any real danger to an Individual, unlers where it ought to prove 
dangerous if imptlbperly ap{died, it would prove an 

injury to i^^ma^fltalte omlblf- His lordfhip afked, what 
wan tbo fittmtion of a oj^gjllraio at that time, and what magi* 
flnwe bai nerves and boMineft enough to qpforce the baifti^ 
jaw iHtkn^aidditional jpfMktfs f ** He goes to fttchanMtitiflfI 
^ben dienpi |f a jpfrfpntatp 90* “ ^py and le 

his‘t^ftablei get^^luiRM aw.lcnioHfM.ftbwft in the 

9^e, nmii^owmg or 

mu egrinot tii^«M{Kdted WtB bllliiadat 
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docldrcs the purj^ie th^ meeting to be within the reAric4 
tioxis of the bill^^t htcj^es the people’s duty to difperfe i and 
^ tHWr [icul if tjhey according to fiinilar priiFifions in 

the Riot Art ; An Art wjiicjj was pafled foon after the accef- 
liDff oi the prcfenV famUy 40 tb^ throne, and to which tlie 
pieiervation of? ortlfer in ijiis country h^s been greatly owing j 
and^ ijdefy any man to produce a |!dgle inlfance in which that 
art has teen "abided.’’ it \va^ no eaJy matter to concert an 
art of Parliament into an abufe, becaule the hw was ftrong 
enough to reach tpiy committed under the fanrtion of 
its auAority* ^ His 'ordfiip added a variety of other pointed 
ai;gUfnent6 m juftific4tion and iupport of the bill. 

of Lauderdale *''rgan his Ipeech with a dircft 
attack on the .irgument ol the noble and learned lord who h^d 
jufl fat down, which he irraigned m rdolf of parts, as a 
leebte and infuiEcjent a iv/cr to the aM© fpeech of iiis noWe 
and learned fiiend (Lord Fhurlow,) who had with fuch 
powerful Tcafoning'cxpoled the deformity of the bill, and 
(hewed incontrovertibly, that while it etterted to recogniM 
and (ecure the right of the lubjert, fieely to diicufs exiting 
grievances^ to petition, to complain, and to remonftiate re* 
fperting them, it put that right under fuch fevere, haiih, and 
nnpiSacedented re(iraints, that it might juilly bel »id to have put 
thAt fpecies of freedom in feticrs. Aftei re*c ipiful itmg leveral 
of the moft ftiiicing of the ohiti vaiioiih m cle by Lord I hur- 
low, 1ns loiiilliip advwited to the argument ot the Secretary of 
^t. te, aud anirn id\ eiC( d iipcn it \Mthout leferve. Comp] tint, 
he oblerved, bad been made by the noble feerctary (if great 
mifri^prefentation haying been iiiciuftnoufly held ou^ with re- 
fpert to the two bills. J hat niifrepr.ftntatioii hud, however, 
chiefl), he mult contend, ariicn from thoie who had brought 
them foiward. One of the n itanccs pioduced was, that no 
number of perfonb (hould be allowed to meet above the num* 
ber of a family, 'rhahi iingular rcftnrtion had adually been 
an ohjert in the contetnptbCiOn of th0 mover of the bul, and 
bad been ftated by hiorit Whun he iir(t opened tt, though after* 
Winrds It was rclinquifinbd* No man could ne guilty ot more 
gr<»fi,nnlreptefentAt{Q%^wirii irfpert to the pnefent bill, than 
^ 'Wbio to 4ke a cc^ w the bill for the Utter fecurity of 
bis per Ion, affirm that was thie bill as 

co-nmtttce> Liihcr mi^ifteiU wre fo rifti 
id rights o(tbe peimhs, as a towards to 

fnnn a confcioillnds 
through, as they were fo Ibofe and 
in ifie dliRzriptton of then own arts, as to leave loom 
fbJ miftakc and miftpprchciirio.i. Except, therefore, he were 

L u 2 Capable 
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capable of diving into the minds of the noble lords^ and cxert.^ 
i ng a prophetic power with refpe^ tb wh^- might be their futute 
determinatlrhi, it was impofiible etiaradtr of their 

tnfearurcs. They were always fo^fca’; to co^de exactly if 
proportion to the pfefliire upon them people; and^^it 

was impoiEble to mark the poiht of the Oodtcfffipn at ’^hieh 
they nveanttoflop, until they h^j^ifceitdined 
preflure. His lordfli’ip rdRjrred to the ticnes, of Charles ll> 
from which the prefent bill was taken. Hjrf thkt reign been 
iefs diftinguifhed by riotous or tumfdtuous proceedings on 
account ot &v t naflments of the which th® 

One war c". i« d ? Had feverity of punifliment ever been foMOd^ 
in the contemplation of a wife legiflature, the moft cffcftual 
method to check the enormity, br dlminifli the frequency* of 
crimes? In fubfeqUent periods* when the right of petitioning 
had been cxercifed widi.Vbnliderable boldncfs and freedom, no 
mifdiief or danger bad been found to enfuc. 

A noble lord bad,he obferved, mentioned a theatrical licence, 
and fiated it to bea reftriction fimilar to that impofed by the 
prefent bill. Had h#been in parliament when thd bill was 
Wought in for that licence, he (hould then have been found in 
the minority. He delired their lordftrip?, however, torecollcS 
the elegant and forcible fpeech of Lord Ciicftcrfield upon that 
oc’cafion : That nobic Earl warned tue Houte not to deprive 
.pnen, who had iiothl/fg but their talems to depend on, of an 
.opportunity of acquiring their bread ; adding, ‘‘ thank God, 
y.iur lorJfhips have fomething more fubftantial than your 
taKnts to fubfift on.” 


He declared he confidered this meafure as chiefly dangerous, 
bc^aufe it was connedlcd with a fyilem of encroachment, in 
which every Rep ought to be watched with tlic utmoft 
jealciify. One encroachment it was obvious was only in¬ 
tended to pave the way for another. It was l*aid that this bill 
wa:; meant only to laft for three ycarS), * Did the Houle, how¬ 
ever, believe that ihinifterswouldllop there ? At the expiration 
of the three years, ttTwould be contended, that thtfe meafurcs 
had been ^itcndc3\i^h no d^Oger to liberty ; and fome mea¬ 
fure of, a cphiplexion iftifl more arbitrary would in all proba- 
‘bjfitjr be propofed. in his qpii|idi|,> fo 

foin^idabk'ai fom^ noble h^' ithagiried^ 

abfurdity dcfq5l|ed'i^'?foif- 

||||e of itienJarcation 

ftlll moi:e dangerous* 

could it be fuppjCi^d drkraiw aiime 

vSteis 
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Vitals of the conftituti 0 nV''txcept with a view to it$ utter de* 
ftViifition? So< ;[nu{b|i had the right of petitioning been 
rei^£ted in that it had cveij b^en determined 

^‘•^at'|)ctitions,dontaihh%"^Sl 9 ^^ matter, and libellous hand- 
mIs, diftributc^ at the^.jddjt^ ffeouli not be prd- 

Icgnte^. The noble imd feiihed iord^ who feemed better 
aC(|^^niinC:ed with the Frcncfi hiftory than with Englijfh law, 
fe^ed neverthelefs to hdVe formed his notions of petitioning 
Upon the maxitt^,^of Robefpierre, who paffed a decree againft 
petitioning, and f&ftraiAcd it under very fevere penalties 
^Another curious af^ment urged in favour of the, Bill his 
ItOrdfhip faid was, that it tended'to proteft the magiftrate in 
tl^^cxecudcn of his duty. So far from this being likely to be 
the cafe, his own idea was tfiat it would tend to render the 
funi^ons of the magilj^rate mOte odious, and his perfon more 
infecure. It had been alfo fold that this Bill would give 
TOurage to the magifirates.. He did npt however fuppofe .that 
there was any quality in the Bill which woul^ communicate to 
' the magiftratc a trefh portion of valour, or fupply thfc de« 
ficicncy of his nerves. 'The true ground of the Bill was this, 
nsiiiiHers having plunged the country'into a fituation of un¬ 
exampled calamity, having wafted its blood and treafure in 
the profecution of a fruitlefs and unprofitable, war, in order to 
fereen themfelvcs from ihe confcqucrjccsof their mifconduif,, 
had recourfe to thofe meafures in order to deprive the people 
of Lnglaud of the light of rcnionftiiincc,.and the privilege of 
complaint. 

His Loidfhip adverted (o the conduct of niinifters with 
^rt'fpecl to the loan, which he contended afforded a prrof of the 
moll grofs incapacity on their pait, an incapaciiV v h.ch had 
been attended with coiifcqucnces as pernicious to the publick 
as the molt fliamclcfs corruption could have been. He men¬ 
tioned the following anecdote; a tiwedilh mininifter had a 
ifon who was appointed to fame diplomatic lituation ; the 

youttv wiilicd to dccMne the appointment, alledging his in¬ 
capacity and want of experience; fon, (faid the 

father,) you will find folly enough aj|K)bg fbtefmcn to keep 
your errors in couhjtenancej , you Will fo^ be :Com 
j0^mlparva fapienti(it^p^t4us fee iiye4 jin^thc 

had tte milBoii of 

dp'ord^r to retnove all apprebei^fiom with to 

would: liave been 

, he'would'intrudetheir 

l4>rdihi]^ but i^# m^ents only. At that laht be 
: , Would 
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i^ould not attempt to fdlowr the noble Eail through the variety 
of topicfc$ to which the noble Earl had c^fed'their LordQiipA 

.^iliMch lefs would Copy the invedivie 

and deciamatioii^ in which thc‘.t^o1)le: had lb copioufly iny 

dul'gcd himielf, MupJi; he had been faid in the 

courfe of the debate rcfpcSIi^^^tne Riot A&, which 
Lordlhips w’ould recollcft faaaoeeiigaffed at a peculiar ifme 
and under peculiar circumft^nccs. There was then a popMh 
pretender to the throne, avoivedly patronized by thc.French 
King and his ministers; he thanked God there was no pcpifll 
pretender nor any other in exiftence a:t piefeiit. Wbeii 
Bill D\»'as originally paffed, it was adapted to meet the diliicbl-. 
tics and dangers of the moment, but our aiiceilors had wifely 
made it permanent. The Bill had anfwcred its pinpofed 
cbje(9: fo effedtiially, and been attended^with fo many efi'ential 
advantages to. the coufttty,.that he owned it was with a con- 
ilderable degree of furprife that he had heard it fpoken of in 
the light of an arbitrary and oppreffive mcafijrc. A nbblc 
Earl (Lord Derby) Ijad feemed to have it in his view to caft a 
cenfoie on it, though it had alw'ays been confidcrcd as^a good 
Bill by the beft friends of the conftiiutiou. WKat he had 
faid reipecting the Riot Act might he was aware be diiiorted 
into an argument againrt the j^icfcnt Bill. He might be told, 
that the fame necellity did noi .it this i.uic that calicd for 
the-Riot A6t, and if there w.*;. dai gcr to be anprehi nded 
though of a different I'oit, tnc proviiions of tiuit Aci nnght 
be put in force to prevent it. But 1‘uch aigument would 
Kcithcr be a fair one, nor would it lieur exandnation, btcduie 
the moment it was invehigated it w'ould be found to be Ly no 
means appofite. I'here w'crc not it w’as true a popifii pro-, 
tender to the throne fo augullly filled by our virtuous and ex¬ 
cellent fovercign, but there were focieties, whole amiiations 
throughout the kingdom on the principle > of the French 
jacubin clubs, threatened all thofe ferious and alarming dangers 
to the government whi|?.h bad been clcfciibcd with fueb im- 
preifiyc'vCloqucnce by'^ rk)b!e Rl^^^ I’lie liiot Aft was 

not a^icabh; :to the to be dreaded t^onlcquences of 

their^proCM^gs, a^pd moft especially not applicable to the 
Cohdi^ affiliate!^ fudeQcs at prelent thought 

|>rudeht ,10^,^3014^atid which had been urged ns a merit Jby. fcmC 
nobk fee iTcmdon Cait«4>o#dmg 

Societj^r, the ^h^t attd^dtbri fe the temper 
or\thJPII^0ice^ 

prefcnf piMicy dP %at'Scfclety to, preferyfeij^^ 
CojKluft, to wwk by fiff ratWbr 

poiiba 
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poifon rather than by the fword; but was the danger left 
Ikrcaufc the foclpiy veiled its object and no longer braved the 
light of d.iy, !^ith in open and avowed difregard and cqtii- 
tenpt of goVernmerit ariit'Of the t^arious branches* bf the cbn- 
>Situtionf The jRiot A<St' if it.could be enfqrqed to difperfe a 
meeting of aiiiJfiliated fottety under the its being an 

unlawful alTcmbly might inaced puiiilh the individual who 
adrniniftered the delctereous draught, but it could not work a 
cure, it could not apply an antidote to the unforiuniatc man 
who had fwallbh^d the poifon, the faral efTeiSls of-which he 
would never be able to get rid of. His Lorcidiip faid, that 
Hrhseh a preventive mcafurc of the nature of the l?ill under 
confidcration was difcufling, it was higiily uectffiny to hold 
in rcrticnibrancc what had pafled within thefe few years in 
France, and efpecially, the e^^nts, as one of their great meit 
had called it, of that never to be forgotten day the icth of 
Auguft, when the populace of l^aris had in one night changed 
the form of their government, nor thofe of the 5 th of October 
1790 , when a mc/b of men, women and children, and mciit 
difguifed in womens deaths went to Veifailles in the nighty 
brought their captive Kiiig to Paris, and kept him a prifoner, 
till they led him tp the fcaltold and there inhumanly murdered 
their fovereign, a foverclgti the moft mild, beneficent and 
humane, who drerJed more to fhed a fir ■ tc drop of the blood 
of his fubjeils, than the of h’.s ^ v/n. His Lordftjp' 

commented on the caliimirics rhr.t h.id fii'ce fallen upon that 
iuih:ip[)y people, and the nee inferred the ilrcn.g ncceffity on 
our iu!t to endeavour to avert the fame. He juftified the"Bill 
by declaring that every country cnrAipetcnt to take 

wieafuies for its own fecuiity, and thrano free flates haJ ever 
cxifted, in w’hich fomc icftrainu upon libcr’^y had not ohiained, 
all of which had been governed by the circunTltances- of the 
times. By referring tg hifiory theii Lordiin'ps would find it 
had been the cafe of Rome, of Athens, and of all the iiucient 
Repiiblicks. 'i'he pruvTtice had been followed by our 
anceftors, and the fame' reafon for retorting to it which led 
them to adapt it, prevailed in the extraordinary circumftanccs 
of the prefent extraordinary times, and retKlcred it highly ex¬ 
pedient that the prefent Bill iliould be entctljiiiftd}. Ihould 
ttM?rcforc vote for its going to ^ Comtnittoc. , 

15---—.frtfAvVx. 
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A i^jsf fhi Mi/tmiy vtho Voui the. Bill tQ prjeve0 
^ Seditious Meetings and jljpe^blieu C t 

Nforfolk -B*i<i^j^.^viljoroogh 

i; .'rf Northumberland "< ’ ' ^ ‘Moira 


Bedford ' ‘ ' V < OnUdford 

^ ' Grafton '' Shaftibury 

Marqu'sofLanfdown Thanrt 

Uih of 1 Derby ., ‘ ' Wds Say and Sole ^ 

Lauderdale Tmirlow 

Sulfolk * Chcdwortb/ 

Abingdon St^i>bn 

Albcrmarle ;x Tfcyniiam* ,, 

Egmont. ' ' , 

Proxies were the Dukes of NorthwmberUnd and Grafton j £arU 
Sh8ftibDiy> Tkiaet, and Lord Teynham, 


Cttildford 

Shaftibury 

Thanrt 


I^^rds Say and Sole 
I'mirlow 
* Chedwortb" 
St^i>bn ' 

; X Tdyniiam* 


PROTECTS 

Agttinji the Bill ie prevent Seditious Jlcetlngs, 

to prefent pctition5T:o the Throne and the two Noufes of TurlTameat 
hisetall tjumes been the undoubtecLright of the fubjcfls of tixis realm) tkc jFhse 
and unntnited enjoyment of Which was one of the many bleflings reftored by tE« 
Revolution, and invariably continued In its fulleft extent, as welt dilring times of 
mtemal commotion as of external danger. We therefore cannot confent to a 
Bill which thus fetters the rights of the people, and impofes reftraints on that 
Breedonx of fpeccb, to the exiftcncc of which the prefervation of :i!l cur Jiberties 
ini^vtse afcribed| and from the full, free and continued cxcrcil'e of whitli L de- 
l^hfod dfc manly charaflcr that dlftinguiflies a free people. 

Norfolk, Albcramlc, 

. Suffoilv', Lauderdale, 

Lanfdown, Ponfonby, 

" ■ ' Dcibt, Bedford. 

C Ltd worth, 


Piril, bccaufe, though we cordially agrpe in the above ground of protcfl, yet we 
think it furtto necclTary to ftatc, that ^^ough thc Blil indullilouny difpbys the 
ackBcw|ied|^ ^g)tt of elTential to a free confVttaricn, of de- 

liberatJ^|i^:'8i»evaocM in church or i|are, prd of prefening to tlic King, and 
ekcbl}^fo0f^a|j|4^ent, p^dons^ complam^^ remonlrauccs and declarationt 
to lay ex^rjcJ/e^of that important and faemd 

^ difcon^eh^nce, which directly axrd $ibfoiutdy 

'■/ 'i <:*' ■ • 

-' alltofalies 

prlvme^&^ci£lr|» the xui»iuiiOf 
'Rights, but to ^ ds a:^.d^embne9 to ^, 
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Aft, as appears from a confidcration of the following words, Such ineeting or 
alTombly as is herein before-mentioned, to which every jnfticc of peace is autho* 
V,rifcd*and empowered to refort with any number of conftablcs, or other officers of * 
tlij peace, and to do, or order to be done, all fueh afts, matters, and things, as the 
tail' may require.” 

Now, although it be not cKprcfdy pro.iJtd, that dclil.crating on any gricvan.:e, 
in church or ftatc, ihall be deenuJ a ciit'ic, except the aflcmblies convened by 
private fubjefts, yet the abovc^iru ntioiied auth'.rity, tj attack men holding dil- 
courfc to fuvh effeft, to be d. Jl arc^.r lui - to law, docdfo tiagrantly imply it> 
that the zeal of anyjufticc ut iLept uc, who ihouid lo underit.'.r*:: the phrafe, may 
legard this as aifordinj; aniplc counlciioi.cc lo hii. clioit:. -'iy, *n the clafs of 

mat:iftratc;> in this country arc men v.‘hoi"e wortii and h'jiiour render them refpeft-. 
able j but we cannot Ij:.; i that ir.a.'iy are not only appoiated by the mioiiler 
during hii ploalure, but me in a i^Jte ot apparent fu'^eftion to his caprice j and 
ff)inc, econ paid l>v him t-?r the excrcifc o/tliclr ofTicc, have tluir dependence on 
that capnee for their dally ' lejJ. It r. thcrLtoic but too ca^y to forelec how fach 
an occaiioa will be applici. 

The very proportion of .ny matter which tend to incite or jftir up the 
people to hatred or contempt of the government and conkitution of this realm, oil 
by la.v cUabliihort, makes the aPlmbly liable to be difnerfeJ by any one juftice of 
the pc ICC, under the pain cf feioiu, wliliout iMJncfjt of clergy, if any twelve re¬ 
main torethcr an hour after procLm. ’ri in, even thaugh they Ihould not proceed on 
the prohibited bufincf. N.i}, if .^'y . kc juflicefr.'V iH".': ft to arreft any perfon 

holding any di^covrle to tne above to be dr Jt with according to law, and 

fhall mevr v.ir'i oblliui't! \\h.-ihs:r liio; oi.itor and obiliuftor be luborned or 
th'w alJen.hiy h ha’, le ti be tr:j.tcd in thishaiih and unprecedented manner. 

Now the c>dc to which theh: ^nr:lie c^ nfc pacncci .ire attached, uisivoidabh*. 
Icing a nc^efury incident to the cxcrcih- of tl\c right; for no grievance can be 
made the fubjeft of a^libcr.itlon, muth lei's cam; hunt and rcmonilrancC, without 
drawliij, JoAij iipuii it that ouium, whkh its injured tendency, or that contempt 
which its ablurd Incongiu'.i) may feem to mci;:; that i->, without icprcfcnringit a'; 
a grievance. So that an occalion, c’.cii without ihu cning, can never be wanting to 
fuppicfs the ex:icil’c oi llus f.aucliife, 

3d]y, Bccaufc tijc provifi >n^ in the concluAon of thia Bill form a- worthy Tcquel 
to the foreg *ing niealurc <, d iiciing not In principle, but only in extent and applica¬ 
tion. The prohibition ol unliccnled dfcewfng upeu law^ ctrtftitutiont goverftmnr, 
andpoli<-\\ at meetings not fanftioned by the facred occafion of a free people ap^ 
plying to thcT h*ginature, inteiTupts private inih-uftlon, and the freedom of private 
difcoorfe. The perul'al of books, recommended by univcrfal cAeem, and' th«* 
authority' of n.im« the moil: venerable, is an indulgence, however, that Alii re* 
mains. We are only forbidde.*! to talk of what they contain. ^ 

We therefore think it our bounden duty, thus iblcmrly to m^rk the igoomlnbiis. 
diffcrcfK'c between th':» impai.cd flate of Enrllih hla:y, and that wiucK vvas fo 

Voi.II. 1705. Xo. nobiy 
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SObly deoi9A<ied> ind fa honourably coacedcd, at tlic aufpiclous xra of otrr happy 
and glotioiis rcvplacioii. Jt Is in vain that) by the rapidity with which this Bill 
has pmc«edpd, the petitions, complaints, lemonilranccs, and other addreilcs df 
Irritate people, have been evaded. It is in vain to hope that length of time for 

U'liich it is to endure, will lay the public anxiety to Hcep* 

The people cannot ceafe to regard this invafion of their rights with grief and 
dilmay* They feel with us, that even indilference would cxtinguiih tliis funda¬ 
mental fronchife, this faieguard of our liberties for ever. 

BEnroRii, 

LAunrRDALE, 

Albemarle. 


HOUSE OF COxMMONS. 

Wednesday, December^. 
wakeman’s divorce 

The Houfe having refolved itfelf into a Committee upon 
tills Bill, Mr. in the chair, evidence was heard to prove 

the ceremony of the marriage, the rubfequent elopement of 
Mrs. Wakeman, and her fince living in adultery with various 
perfons. The Bill contained a claufe for bailardizing the lafl 
of three children which the Lady had fince her reparation from 
her faufband. The Bill pafled the Committee, and was rc^ 
ported without any amendment. 

CALL OF THE HOUSE. 

Mr. of Norfolk, having cbferved, that the bufinefs 
upon which the call of the Houle was originally moved, was 
no longer preffing, propofed that the order, for calling the 
Houfe over on Friday the nth, be difcharged. 

Chancellor of the Exchepier faid, he did not underftanci 
diftindlly what the honourable gentleman meant by ftating 
that the bufincfs which produced the call was no longer prefl¬ 
ing. The bufinefs was, the meafure to be propofed on that 
day by the Corn Committee} of which notice had been given 
in order tiiat the Houfe might come into an aflbeiation, to ufe 
a particular kind of bread, with the hope and expedtation.that 
tn&r authority and example might be followed by the publick. 
To carry this ufeful plan into cil'etSt would require as full an 
attendance as could poifibly be procured. 

Mr. CoJte cbjefled to the propefal of calling the members 
to the table, in order to figa their names to any kind of 
igretimenL 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer thought the propriety of 
any meafure would always be beft difeufled when it was <fi- 
rfefltTy before the houfe; he profefled his opinion however to 
b6, that the beft mode of proceeding would be to direfl: a 
paper to be depodted 111 fomc convenient {dace, where it 
might be finned by fuch members as thought proper. 

General Smith declared he was averfe to any meafure, how¬ 
ever beneficial in its confequcnces, which waS intended to lay 
the members of that houfe under any kind c.f compullion. 

Mr. Sh<n(hn ronciirred in the (am/ opin on, and main¬ 
tained it to be direfl: mode cf compuifion, founded on a bad 
precedent in the n‘i7n of William III. to out members in that 
litjation, that they iniift either fign, or openly refufe to figrt 
any aflbeiation vvlnitever.* It was Angular enough, that while 
itiiniftcrs were To clamorous in decrying everv thing of French 
inftitution or example, they were from Jay to day adopting 
French mcafures in ihcir own practice. The example upon 
which thi« propofition was founded, might be feen in the 
** appel nominal \ one of the very worft abufes in the delibc* 
rations of the PVench Convention. 

The Omncelhr of the Exchequer repeated his opinion of 
the propriety of dcpofitlng an agreem'^ntof the nature alluded 
to in fome convenient place. ]f Mr. Sheridan difeovered any 
fimilarity in the Parliamentary proceedings of the reign of 
William III. and the appel ucmhialof the French Convention, 
it was no fault of his, 

Atrer fome farther convcrfatloii, Mr. Coke confented to 
withdraw his motion. 

GENERALS IN INDIA. 

Ge'icral Smith moved an Addrcb to his Maiefty, praying 
that there be laid before the houfe, a iiil of the officers on the 
late promotions now ferving as Generals in India. 

Mr. Secretary Ditndas replied, that he had no obje£fion to 
the produdiioii of the lift of officers in India lately promoted 
to the rank df Generals; but he was unable to tell wrhaC 
officers might at picfent he ierving under a letter of fervice' 
in that capacity who might not be generals. 

General Smith declared he was pcrfctftly ready to modify 
and amend his motion fo as to make it coincide with the right 
honourable gentleman’s own ideas. He accordingly withdrew 
his motion for the prefent. 

REGULATION OF LABOURERS WAGES, 

Mr, 1 Vhitb>"ead^ jun. brought up a Bill to enable Jiriliiees 
the Qiiarter Seffions to regulate the price of lab<Kit‘| which 
was read a firft time. 


Xx 2 


Oft 
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.Oil the motion for the fccond reading, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, rbfe not to objedl to it, but merely to remark, that 
it was impoffible for any ^gentleman lo be aware that fome of 
the moft important and moft delicate points were involved'in 
It ; ,nor were they lefs important or lefs delicate on account 
of the temporary fcarcity on which the Bill was introduced. 
He therefore rcqqeftcd, in the manner of many other gentle¬ 
men upon other important occafions, that if he agieed to 
the fecond reading of the Bill, he might be underftood jnot 
to commit himfeU, in cafe he flawuld fee occalion to difpuie 
fome of the claufes or provifions of the Bill litTcafter j and at 
the fame time he iuppofed there ooulJ be no objcdlion to the 
printing of the Bill, 

Mr. JFhithrcad^ jun. fnd, if the fuggcflion had not been 
made by the right honourable gentlem.uj, his intentions was 
to have moved ibme diftant Jay for taking it into confideia- 
tion ; and, in tlie interval, that it be printed. He explained 
the nature of it to be grounded upon vii Act of the s^h of 
Elizabeth, which already authorifes magi Urates to fix the 
maximum o( labour, but not the ^ arid that Actw’as 

fa far defective, that it did not fufEciently empower them to 
enforce it. He then faid he fhould propofe an early day after 
the holidays for the confideration. 

Mr. ydiffe objected altogether to the principle of the Bill. 

Mr. Fox faid, that the Bill w^as undoubtedly a Bill of great 
delicacy and importance ; with refpeci to wiiich, he admitted, 
that to a confiderabie extent ilierc m-ightexiil, a rational dif¬ 
ference of opinion. 'J'he Act of Kiiz.ibctb, as his iujiiour- 
ahle friend had truly ftateci, cnipov.cicd the juflices to fix 
the hIgheiT: price of labour, but it gave them no power to fix 
the lowed. It I’ccured the mailer from a rifk which could but 
leldom occur, of being charged exorbitantly for the cjuantity 
of fervicc; but it did not auchorife the magifiratc to protect 
the poor from the injuftice of a griping and avaricious em¬ 
ployer, who might be difpofed to take advantage of their nc- 
ceilities, and undervalue the rate of their fcrvicc. If the 
price, of labour was adequate to the fupport of the poor in 
ordinary times, though not equal to the accidental high price 
of provifions at the prefent moment, it might be contended, 
that there was lefs ncceifity for any new legiflative regulation* 
Taking the average price of labour however for fome years 
pail, including that period during which the fcarcity had 
operated, no man could deny that the price of labour was 
flifproportionatc to the rate of provifions. That the 
iPncral price of labour fliould be adequate to the ftipppi’t of the 

, general 



Pec. 9.] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 541 

general mafs of the community was itidifputabljr a right 
principle. 'I'hey all knew a very exicnfive tax was exacted 
from the country, under the denomination of poor rate?;, and 
that fuch a tax muft be continued. It was underflood that' 
to this fund none could apply, but thofe few, to whom, froni 
particular circumftanccs, their labour might not be fufli** 
cicntly produdlivc to fecure an adequate fopport. He feared, 
however, that the reverfe was the cafe ; that the exception 
W’as with refpeft to the few who derived fufficient means of 
fubfiftence from their labour, and that the great mafs of the 
labouring part of the community were under the neceffity of 
applying to thi> fund for relief. If the houfe, as was propofed, 
were to form an aUociatioii, in order to pledge tliemfelves to 
ule only a particular fort of bread, with a view to diminiflj 
the preHurc of the fcarcity, ought they !iot in jufticc, at the 
lame time to foirn an aflbeiation in order to raiie the price of 
labour to a rate proportionate to the price of the articles 
of fubfillencc ? AVuh this view, he called upon the houfe to 
confider the nrincip’e of the Uill and its proviiions. Let them 
conlidcr it a- it related to the farmer anti the labourer, and. 
us itatledlt ti the prclcnt cxi^:fcncy, or as it might viperate in 
timers to come : above all, he* Vvould call upon them to atttend 
to the fu'^jecl, in a conftitutional view ; though he cou’d not 
hope, from the ccrnplevion of recent tranfadlions, that this 
was a view of the lubjccl which would liavc great weight- 
In a free countiy, in:* g: eat body of iho people ought not 
to depend <ai ti^* charily x')f t’nc rich. In the elediion of 
members ot Patli.iinen% .A\ ih db wcie ih-ictly excluded from 
cxerciilng any frar.chiie, \v.:h a very few exception*?, who 
had :>z ..ny time received relief irom rhe pari-h. Was it be¬ 
coming, in a country like this, that the general mal's of the 
labouring part of the comnimuTv, excepting thofe who de- 
liveil iCiicf fiorn the bounty and gcncic.tjty of individuals, 
Ihould be exeliideJ from tlic cxercife ot ihcir mod important 
privilege as freemen ? He admitted that many of the rich were 
liumanc and charitable; he could not however allow, that 
thofe who were the mod ufeful and induHrious members of 
Itcicty, ihould depend upon a fund lb precarious and degrad¬ 
ing, as the occafional lupplics derived from the bounty of the 
affluent. If the price of provlfions had for two years been 
fuch as to put every man under the ncccflity of applying For 
the aid of parochial charity, and if that circumftance con- 
lUtutcd a politivc difqLialilicauon with refpeft to the exercife 
of a conftitutional right) what, he alkcd, was the flatc of a 
country which firft compelled every poor man to dependence. 
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atvd then reduced him to fervitude ? If they were to go into 
aflbciations, pledging themfeives to ufe a particular fort of 
bread) with a view to alleviate the fcarcity, it was furely of 
iMfe importanrc that they Ihould aflbciate in order to redrefi 
the more material grievance, and ftrilcc at the fundamental 
feurce of the evil. With that view he Ihould be glad, as he 
liad already fuggcflcd, to fee an aflbeiation in order to put 
the price of labour upon a footing adequate to the rate of 
provifions. If therefore the regulations of the prefeht Bill 
ihould not be adopted, he ihould be happy to fee fome other 
Icgiflative enafiments brought forward, in order to afford 
relief and protection to the poor. 

Mr. Burdon utterly denied that any labourer in his county 
had been reduced to fuch a fituation as to be obliged to apply 
for relief to the parifli on account of the difproportion of 
wages to his neccniiry cxpcnces ; and gentlemen ihould re¬ 
collect that various friendly focietics exitted throughout the 
kingdom, to which the lower clafles fubferibed a fmall por¬ 
tion of their earnings to defray the charge of their funerals, 
and enable them to leave a legacy to their widows. 

Mr. Fox remarked, that it was fo much the better for the 
poor of the honourable gentleman’s county ; he feared never- 
thelcfs that finglc inttance would not apply throughout the 
kingdom. He admitted, however, that if the average of laft 
year was taken, perhaps they would find, in confequence of 
the juft and benevolent voluntary increafe of wages on the 
pait of a number of humane individuals, that the proportion 
of wages was equal to the labour. 

Mr. J^kyl fubmitted, upon the recommendation of a pam¬ 
phlet written on the fcarcity and prefent condition of the 
poor, by a gentleman of feme enquiry, (Mr. Davis) whether 
it would not be better that the regulation of wages ihould be 
made by the juftires of peace in the quarter feflions imme¬ 
diately after harveft than at the Eaftcr antecedent to it r One 
other obfervation he conlidered himfclf bound to make: in 
Maylaft he called the attention of the houfe to the then 
cxitting fcarcity, and received a candid anfwcr from the right 
.fionourabie Secretary oppofite (Mr. Dundas), though not a very 
explicit one, viz. that it was all exaggeration, and that the IcA 
fuch fubjeds w^erc agitated in Parliament the better. He 
believed the right honourable gentleman was at prefent con¬ 
vinced, that the fcarcity at that time had not been exagge¬ 
rated ; and he believed that he was convinced likewife of the 
j B ppriety of fubmitting fuch fubjeifs to the confideration of 
PKrJiatenenu It would have been better for the country if 
, the 
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the fcarclty had been confidcred by the Parliament at diat 
time inftcad of at this; and he defired to know how the right 
hohourable gentleman could reconcile the propriety of making 
a ^^ueltion wife in October which was deemed the contrary 
ill May ? 

Mr. Secretary Dundas recollefted that he did fay, any un- 
neceflkry difcuiflion of fuch topics tended to encreafe the 
fcarcity it were defigncd to redrefs, and he had not altered 
that opinion. As to the wifdom of a queftion in October 
which was declared to be otherwife in May, he anfwered, 
that in May there was a great expeflation, as well as a great 
probability, that the enfuing harvell would have been abundant 
enough to fupply the deficiencies of the preceding; it un¬ 
fortunately however happened that the dcarnefs at prefent was 
caufed by much bad weather, a harveft a month later than 
ufiial, and an infuificient crop. 

Mr. JFInthrend jun. then moved thnt the Bill be read a 
fecond time on Wednefday, the 3d of February i and that it 
be printed. Oidered. 

POOR IlEUEP BILL. 

Sir IVilliam Young hoped, before the houfe pafled to the 
confideratioii of his Majefty's Mefljgc, that they would read 
the Older of the Dav for the houie to refolve itfclf into a 
Committee upon the Ihll foi ciubiing ovcricers to extend relief 
to the po.)r at their i>\vn houfes. 

7 /;,^ Chaiicjii'jr cf the Exchequer objctlcd, becaufe the de¬ 
bate which was expected was a lubjeCl or gjcater conlTderation. 

Sir lyili':m then exprclFeJ a willi, if the debate 

ihould ii.'t be \ery long, that it lliould be afterwards con- 
fidcred ; ir the debate Ihould go into length, he hoped that 
an carl) commitment oi the Bill would not be fuperfeded. 

HIS MATESTYS MESSAGE. 

The cf Exchequer moved, that the Order of 

the Day to take into confideration his Majefty's Mcflage be 
read. Before he moved the Addrefs, he faid he would only 
trouble the houfe with a few words. He defired the houfe to 
obfeivc, that the fentimenrs exprefleJ in his M:ijefty*s moft 
gracious Meflagc, were, in fubfiance, conformable to thofc 
delivered in the Speech from the Throne at the commence¬ 
ment of the fcflxon, with a view to the formation of a fyftem 
of government in Fiance, with which a permanent, fecurc, 
and honourable peace might be negotiated and concluded. 
He renewed thofc fi-ntinunts, as applicaldc to the exifting 
circumftancwS arifing from the formation of that fyftem of 

govern- 
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government which he had a view to, arifing alfo from the, 
recent AtccefTes of our allies, and the embaraflmcnt of the 
cnamy^s finances. The fentiments formerly deliveied frbm 
title Throne, with the view to this alarming change, were 
fiated to be fo much to the fatisfaftion of the houfc, that he 
libpcd the houfe, on the prefent occafion, would be read/ to 
exprefs the fame fatisfadlion at the renewal of• thofe fenti-^ 
ments, and contribute its fupport under the aftual fituation 
of affairs fo anxioufly deiired. He concluded by moving,' 
“Tliat an humble Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, to 
return his Majefty the thanks of the houfc for bis rnoft gracious 
Mcffage.’" 

Ta acknowic.’gc, witli tiic utmoft gratitude atid fatlsfa^tion, Ills MijcHy's 
cofidcfccndon and goudiicfs, in having; been graci tuMv jilealcd tj acquaint u$> that 
tLc crifis v’hlvh was depending at the commcncerrenr of the fciliim, has led to 
loch an order cf thirg. in France, as will induce ills Majeity, conformably to th? 
tlie feDtiments uhich he has already dcv.larcd, to meet any dlfpofition foi a nego- 
cMtion on the part of the enemy, with an carnoll Jafire to give it the fulled and 
fpsedieft effeft, and to conclude a treaty cf general peace, wliencvcr it can be ef- 
Oft juit and fuitaHc terms for himfelf and his allies. 

** To afrurc hi, that, until tlut (ic'iiab'.e j'Ci'nd nruve, it ii our 

£rca de*<'rni'nat‘on to c.»i'.tirnie to afFid h' • that \:ani.ris Jupporl which 

we arc pcrluaied it cfie-itial to iht* nio‘l inipo-.i..*!* inttiulL ofhi > kingdom ; and 
thatitw'.ll }icll u-' t'lc hi^hclt gr:!Clrica’‘i'):i, ’'f iili p nvciTul prcp.ijationi 

and cxctiion’-, ai<..cd to liic rc.cn: and im^ in tant laccciies of the Aullriai: arniici* 
and to thcrtonr'nof and growin., cml-air.»irriici:ri of the cnem), flioul.i ha\c the 
Ifavjiw effeiSt of fpee-iily conducing to tlic itjiatlun of a (cncra! pivuc cn luch 
grounds as the/ufi i.s.- .'f the c.iufe tn wiii.h this countiy ij cr.g.ged, and thcllto- 
ation cf afi’a;:c,cnr.tlc his ?*h:jcity to CAped.” 

7 hc Spenhr was about to put the queflion, when 

Mr. ShejUan rofe and faid, “I ccrcainiy rife with con- 
fiderablc aftonifliment at the concifenv-fs with which the right 
honoumble gentleman has thought proper to prcfac'’ the Ad- 
drefs which he has proprifed to the houfe. As there docs not 
appear a difpofition in the houfc to notice either thdtconcife- 
iiels, or the mailer contained in the Addiefs, it is impofilble 
for me to remain fllent. The riglii honouruble gnuleman 
has faid, that he would trouble the houfe only with a few 
words, bccauf; that order of things in France which had been' 
intimated in the Speech of h’.s Majefty, affording a rcafonablc 
expeftation of fecurity and permanence in any treaty which 
jttight be formed, has at laft arrived. Undoubtedly, vve were 
told, in his Ivlajeily's Speech, that fudh an order of things 
was cxpct^cd. 


“ I (hould 
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** I Ihould have expeSed that the right honourable gentle¬ 
man would not have faid that peace was at all nearer, but 
only that the obftacle arifing from the nature of the govern-* 
ment in France waS removed; I afk, therefore, why the right 
honourable gentleman comes to tell us now, for the firft tiraci 
that the government of France is of a defeription with which 
we may fafely negociatc, and is capable of maintaining the 
relations of pe ace and amity ? Time and experience have s\o 
doubt enabled him to alter all his former opinions on that fubjedf* 
All the advantages which he can have derived from time and ex¬ 
perience, have occurred within a Angle week, or at the moft 
within the laft five weeks. This is the utmoft fpace which 
he can poffibly affign for the acquirement of thofe new means 
of information, which have produced fo material an alteration 
in his fentiments. But, in faff, I contend, that he has had 
only one week, and that upon the experience of that fingle 
week, he now comes forward, not to propofe a jealous, armed 
truce, but a peace affording a rcafonable profpeft of fecuritvr 
and permanence. If he contends that he has had more time 
to make up his mind on the fubjeff, I afk him, why he did 
not bring forward thercfult of his deliberation before he fettled 
the terms of the Loan ? This one week’s experience of the 
right honouiable gentleman has coft the country two millions 
of money! what excufe, what apology, can he poffibly allcdge 
to the nation in juilification of his conduct? Will he fay that 
on AVedncfJay lift, when he arranged the terms of the Loan, 
he had not taken fuch a view of the fubject; he did notpoflefs 
fuch m*'ans of information j he had not fiich grounds of deci- 
fion as he has fince acquired ? The effect of the meffiige Jafl: 
night has been, that the Loan is this day at a premium of 12 J 
per cent, and a fum of twenty-two hundred thouiand pounds 
is loft to the country. I muff confefs, when I fee the right 
honourable gentleman turning fo fhort, when I fee him fud- 
denly altering his opinions, and rcverling his former declara¬ 
tions, I think that he is not fincere in the object which he 
avows. If I conceived him fincere, fo defirable is the con- 
clufion of a peace to every friend of his country, however 
much I might think his policy deferving of cenfure, I ffiould 
avoid every fpecics of reproach on the prefent occafion ; but 
when I fee the right honourable gentleman bringing forward 
fuch a declaration, at the prefent moment, in order Co anti¬ 
cipate and defeat the propofition of my honourable friend, [ 
cannot help adverting to the grounds on which he may be fop- 
pofed to havc'chantred his opinion. 

Voi..iI. 1795." Y y I miift 
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I rauft look to fcc how that government is compofed 
which he now dates to be capable of ncgociation. 1 have 
only to refer to his own ftacement on a recent occafion, (the 
opening of the budget) This very government he then dated to 
be not only on the verge, but in the very gulph, of bankruptcy. 
And having llateJ that it was on the verge of what mud 
incvitebly overthrow it, and bring it to deftrudion, he fub- 
mits a propofition to the Houfe, that it was not only a lorm of 
government with which we may fafely negociate, but a form 
of government capable of maintaining peace on a footing of 
permanence and fccurity. Will he fiy, that he is more re¬ 
conciled to the men who excrcife the fundions of that go¬ 
vernment? Some timefince it was faid that men of a milder 
ch*ara£ter had obtained the admimdiation, and that a moic 
moderate fydem of policy would be adopted. Of the five 
who compofe the executive dircdlory, four voted for the death 
of the king 5 the fifth happened to be abfent at that period. 
Thefe were the very men wdiofe pernicious councils weio 
faid to ha^'e brought on the war with this country, -and with 
refpeft to whom it has been affii med, that no fettled order 
of things could take place in France till they h.id fallen under 
the fword of juftice. Has the right honourable gciitlcmaji 
then changed his opinion merely bccaufe the lomis of the 
government are altered, becaufe the old men fet in one place, 
and the young men in another ? Is it on the ground of RtI; 
trifling diftindlions that he now conics forward to contiadiwt 
every opinion, to retract every prufclfion which he has form¬ 
erly uttered, and to pledge himlclt to a new dcclaiation of 
fentiment, without any fa&s, or appearance of facts, by which 
it can befupported? There is fomething fo contradictory in all 
this, that I think it impoffible that the light honourable gentle¬ 
man can be finccrc. When 1 find him one da} fa}ing, that 
the French government is in the gulph of bankruptcy, and 
on another, that it is capable of nuintaining a permanent 
peace. 1 cannot help thinking that he has {till iotne fubter- 
ftige in ftorc, and ihat he yet hopes to find a pretext tojuttify 
him in continuing the conteft, for thepurpofe of rcftoiing the 
old defpotifni of France. If we were to look to the fubjeft 
ferioufly, we might perhaps find fomc other rcafon for this 
change of fentiment on the part of the right honouiablc 
gentleman. 

If It be faid that the French government has revoked 
its declaration of interfering with the governments of other 
^ countries, and on that account is bettei qualified for negociati-^ 
Oil, that dcciai auon, 1 muft remark, that has long been revoked. 

The 
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The char[re of wanton inte^|MH|||H^^^ other government^ 
applied u> the French, 1 (M P ^ jj p hever to have been 
The dcdaraiion which they made on t\i \: lubjeCt^ was a cortr, 
fcqucnce of the coalition of Kin:s ior ihe purpofe of interfetf 
ing with their government. Wuen the confederated Princes 
exprefl'ed their determination not to permit them to effeft 
their revolution, and eftablifh a government for themfeives, 
they thought themfelves juftified to retaliate, by declaring the^ 
enmity to all kingly governments, and their readinefs to allift 
in their deftrirftion. In whatever light, however, this declar-, 
ation be confidered, whether as a retort or retaliation, in no 
point of view am I prepared to juftify it; it has long fince 
been difclaimed. What then is the period at which the right 
honourable gentleman thinks proper to declare that tliC French 
goveriiinent is capable of maintaining the accuftomed rela« 
lions of pcare and amity ? At the moment when the mem<- 
bers feck to eftablifh thdr power by the fyfte.n of forced 
eleefions, when they avow the principle of not being rerpon- 
fible to their couffitiients, when they feek to eftablifli their 
authority in the capital by force of arms, and have the place 
of their deliberations furrounded by large bodies ot the military 
in order to overawe the people. At mch a time, when the 
members of the French government adopt of felf- 

eleflion, of taking all power into their hana^^H|||f treating 
with contempt, the rights, the opinions, a^HH|Kere(ls of 
the people, the gentlernca on the other fide iHHPf This 
is fornething like a regular government! ThisTs a form of 
adminiftration with which we may treat with fafety ; we have 
now got fomething refembling the worft parts of 
conftitution;” and it is to be remarked, that the in 
which tl'.ofe gentlemen choofe to exprefs their attaefraent 
to the conllitiition, is by the cagernefs which they £hew to 
retain its ahufes. 

There is one word in the addrefs which minifers muft 
know would have prevented it from obtaining an uifinimous 
concurrence i the exprefiion which relates to thejufti<?eof 
the war. We can ntfver fubferibe to the jullice of the prin¬ 
ciple upon which the war was commenced. But this is not 
the on>Iy objection' to the addrefs in its prefent form ; it ex- 
prefl'es a principle which mult ever remove to a diilance, any 
hope of a fccure and permanent peace, till the whole country 
fliall join to difclaim and reprobate the fvftem derived from 
fuch a fource. It leems that the prefent ibte of things in 
France is fuch as minilters think mayfafeiy admit of iiegoci- 
ation. llns principle has often been before intisn^ed, out 

Y y 2 has 
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iha« n«^^er/lWpAbefore-fd^ avowed. It now feems that 
%c maft carry on the #ar tfli a form of government takes 
agreeable to^ the fimey and caprice of his Majefty’s 
if it Ihould happen that the government is not fo 
|3l^d and framed, aS 'exa<^ly to coincide with their ideas, 
immediately plunged in all the horrors of a 
If the (M'efent form of government, which happens 
.|o tally with the nations of miniilers, fhould be changed 
during the progrefs of negociation; if this government of 
"which they have had only the experience of five weeks, 
ihould be thought to require fomc alteration, after peace is 
concluded, and the Houfe faiiction the principle which is now 
avowed, miniflers may think themfelvcs jultificd In entering 
into new hoftilities, and involving the country in a new w^ar. 
As long as that principle continues to be avowed, and to 
he a£l:ed upon, w'e may have an hollow and an nrn:ed truce, 
but we never can have any thing like a fccure and permanent 
peace. The right honourable gentleman has been fo very 
concife as not to afford me an opportunity of faying fo much 
. as 1 might otherwife have been called upon to bring forward, 

I muft conclude with moft decidedly reprobating the piinci- 
plc, that any orjedlions on the pait of miniflers to a parti¬ 
cular form of government, (hall be in any inftance deemed 
caufe fof-coinniencing and continuing hoflilitics. Ou 
that groijUid I take the liberty of fuggclting the following 

AMENDMENT. 

. ** Vour Majefty’s Lithful Commons, having thus rmrsiriftcd tl.clr (irtcrmijia-. 

jdon to give your Majefty the moft vigorous fuj port in ibc iurther pro'ecution of 
the in calc juff anci reafonablc cerms* of peace Hiouiii be rcfvfc j uu che part ut' 
iKc enemy, and having declared the cordial »cn they fct-l at \our iM.jjcHj \ 

^cious iiitentiois, to meet any diJpofjtion to nrgociation, on the part oi ti»e ene¬ 
my, with an earneft delirc to give it the an 1 fptcjicil i- ia *. i: th- 

fame time avoid exprcHing the deep regrcf they fej, th..t \ouj Ma,diy ih >uld nrr 
Jiave been advifed to coniider the internal order oi' tldiu ^ in ri«nce tj have been 
rich, aa ihould not have induced your Majcfly at any t me tu me^t au.Tpohtionto 
^e^ciaiion on the part of the enemy. 

f* i^nd your faithful Commons feel thcmfelvcs at tin's conjun'lure the mere 
fotxibiy called on to declare this opinion, bci aufe, if the prefent ejtillifig ordor of 
tiling? tn France be admitted a<i the moiive and inducenjcnt to rcj^^i/ciatiun, .i 
cKafi^f in that order of things may be confidercd as a ground for diivoniinuing a 
nett'ciation beguile cr even fot abandoxung a treaty concluded. 

' *< Wherefore, your Majefty’s faithful Comm ms, duly rtfle£ling on the cala** 
indcotts wafte of treafure and of blood, to which it is now the adhng on 

ihh |rlnc-plt hu fo uflfortoagtely and fo Uriply contr.liutcd; and greatly appre^ 

hcahvo 
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henfivc of tJic gricvou« aud rutnout confequeoccs to which the ^i^rrfeverjB^ to 
«n iuv'h prindi^cs mutl inevitably tend, do humbly and eameiily implore yow 
A^ajeily, that it may be altogether abandoned and difclaimed ) and chat the 
form of government, rir internal order of things, in France^ whatever tJeey may bc^ 
or /hail Iivcomc, may be no bar to a negociation for reHoria^ to your A>ajetey^ 
luhjetiii; the blc/iings of peace, whenever it can be efoct^eid on juA and fuitahle 
terms for your Majefty and your allies. * 

«• And as the principal bar to a negociation for peace appears to have been ywit 
Majc.ly's having been iiitherto advifotitoconfider theo^derrof things ih France as 
|>reeluciiiig your MajcAy from meeting difpo/ition to nrgotUton’on Che pa t of 
the enemy, jour faithfuf Commons n jw humbly brfee h your Majefty to give 
dhllnil dire^liou-. that an immediate n£‘j;ociaiion may be entered on tlw above 
falutary 


Mr. lVi'h:rfQrcc bep;an with chferving that he coulfl not but 
wonder sit the Itrajigc co.iiftruclion or that mind on which the 
Addrefs mov'd by the Cnnnccl!or of the lixchequer could 
produce the iniprerfinn wh'ch Jt.appear’d to heve made on ihe 
mind of the lionourable gentleman wlio had jnfl dovvn. All 
parties: hud p.rcfcfsM themfelves defirous of reftoti|ig iheblef. 
iin:; of peace, when it could he etfe£tcd on fair and honour¬ 
able terns: a mifl>gc which gave fomc hope of this berng 
accomplifh’d, rnght juftly therefore have been expected to 
be received wiii: piv^ci.d lutiidaction. The honourable gerrJe- 
nian oppofitc to linn Iiud concurred with himfed in being 
more forward than others to exprefs this dilpofztion,.. and m 
giving it as their opinion that the obftacie ttated by t.is Ma- 
jefty’s ininiflcrs ciriliiig from ihe linfettled iLtc of liic French 
government ouirht not to be :i bnr in the way of lic^^otiat'.oii. 
it was on this nrinc'p'c that he hud felt himIcU compet’d to 
come forward L:c y.'and on whicli he had been fupported 
by thoi'e vvitii wham he hai! lu t been in ,the habit ot agiceing. 
\'ct now, when hi?> Majeliy declar’d that this lamented **b- 
ftacle was arhm;;th icuKiv’d, that tiicdoor of negotiarioa was 
open, a:id in l.uv'uv,e the mofl clear and emphatical, that lie 
was ready tonrxt ;my dirpu’iiiou to treat on the part of t:*e 
enemy, with an eariieit dcilrc to give it the fpeedieft, and 
fulleft elTtvi, that was the inoment in which the honourable 
gentleman thought it coiifilicnt and becoming to intecrupc 
the iiiunimity ol linii thanks to his Majeity for his giacious 
communication. J he feeling excited in his owa rnma was 
cxtrcnuly different, and he hefitated not to fay that he Ihouid 
vole f »V the Adviicii propos'd by his right honourable friend 
with the highcfl and rnoft cordial fatisfadion. 

Though 
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ThdttgV he Ihould have felt it with difficulty in any cafe fo 
far tore^efs his feelings* as to give a filent vote on thijs im¬ 
portant dtcaffon* be fhould not perhaps have taken up ^ny 
more of the time of the Houfe than he had already done, if it 
had not been rendered in fome fort ncceiTarv by the fpeech 
tiid motion of the honourable gentleman (Kir. Sheridan.) 
loohlerto produce an impreffion unfavourable to adininiitra- 
l$on, the honourable gentleman had agreed that their ibte of 
public affratrs was much the fame as it had been laftyear* when 
their condu£l w^sfo different, and in particular, he had treat¬ 
ed with ridicule, the idea of thefc being any material 
difference in the nature of the government lately eftablifhed in 
France. 

Mr. WiIbcrForccfaid, hcccrtainlyretain’d his old opinion that 
there was nothing in the ftaie of public affairs laft year which 
precluded a negociarion ; yet he would not be fo unfair to his 
right honourable friend, as not to ali6w that this ftate was 
now materially altered in many particulars, nor could he 
fuffer that difference which arofe from the new order of 
.things eftabliflied in France robe paffed over with fo much 
levity, as if it were merely that the old men met in one place, 

. and the younger in another. No one could fpcak ot it in 
thefe terms who was ever fo little acquainted with the fir ft 
principles of government; could the honourable gtiultman’s 
mind fuggeft to him po medium between the oppofite ex¬ 
tremes of abfolute monarchy and pure democracy r Had iic 
taken the .trouble of looking into the new French Cemititu- 
tion ? Had he not obferved that the two legiftatiw afll mblie^ 
were not only diftincl in their place of meeting, but that they 
confilled of diftereiit deferiptions f»f pcrron>, that they had 
their feparate rights and privileges ? Was he fo ignerant of 
human nature as not to know, or fo heedlefs as to forget the 
confequential diverfuils in their habits of thiiik;i:g and 
ailing, which would gradually foiiow, each becoming by 
degrees poflels’d of its own peculiar chataclcr and genius, 
and having an appropriate riatural llcling r Did he nonce 
that this as wc.l as she forms of proceeding which had been 
i^ed, guarded againft the inconffaucy and precipitancy, fo 
common in the democratic conftitutions of antiquiiy, by 
which the French pioceedings had been fo charac^tcrized in 
the outlet of their ievolutionary governmeiit, whu h above 
all ofricr things rendered them,* and w'ould render every ftate 
where they prevaikd, dangero«s to all its neighbours? Had 
Jl^honcurablc gentlcirian remarked the particular prccau- 

which had been ufed to guard againft tumult and vio¬ 
lence, 
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lence, and prevent their being under the influence of liit 
mob of Paris, as had been the cafe both of their convemion 
and their conflitucntaflembly- It was impofSble to review 
theie and other provifions without obferving a great fimilaricy 
to the American conilritucion; and confidering throughout 
the fituation and circurtiftances of France, it was hardly to 
be expected that they would purfus a better niodely in which 
With many enormities and grofs defecls, one might yet dif-, 
cern fomewhat of the elementary principles even of pur own 
roiiltitution. Mr. Wilherforce obferved that he had been 
the more full on this topic, not only becaufc he wifli’d to 
exiKjfe the unfairnefs of the a;]ercion, that the French govern¬ 
ment was as objeflionable as it ever had been, but alfo becaufj 
the lioufc knew that this was no new opinion in his mind 
adopted for the convenience of the moment; they would re¬ 
collect that be had lail 3 ^Car expreis’d his wiih that the French 
might adopt the American government, not as being that 
which in itfelf was belt, but as that in which tiie French 
nation, in which v/cre parties of various political femiments 
would be jiioft likely to acquiefee. 

Mr. Vv dbcrfurce then proceeded to argue againft the adop¬ 
ts rin of Mr. Sheridan’s amendment. It was unneceflary^ 
bccaui'c his Majefty’s iniuifters had declared themfelves eager 
to cnibiaccany opportunity of negociating, and being unne- 
cvfl’ary, it was alfo uNcanjUiutionalj for it was contrary to the 
fu it principles of our government, that parliament fliould in¬ 
terfere with the management of negatiations, except Oti the 
preffure of urgent necelTity: but the interference in this cafe 
would not only be unnecefi'aiy, but h:shly injurious to the 
public intciell. It was impoflible not to have obfervM the bad 
etfeils which had been produced .'abroad by the belief of real 
or fuppofed difeontents in this country, and every man’s mind 
would naturally fuggeft to him how we might defeat our own 
objeii, by conveying fuch an idea to the enemy, that this 
country was in immediate want of peace, as would be pro¬ 
duced by obferving that even when adminillration had in the 
ftrongeft terms declar’d its readinefs to treat, Parliament yet 
came forward and pufli’d them on, or rather was determin’d 
to take into its own bands the time and conduct of negotia¬ 
tion. It was necdlcfs Mr. Wilherforce obicrved to be 
larger on this head. 

For his part, he coniided in the pacifick declarations 
of bis right honourable friend, and he could not but think 
that they would be likely to be attended with the 
happier effects, l>ccaufe the expenditure of the year had been 
already provided for. This would flicw, that however much 

we 
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iire wifli^lb'l^rniinate thtf evils oT war when no longer in- 
diTpeoftl^. i^^effary, yet'tiiat this defirc did not proceed from 
inab^)f:t^o'b^r its bui^ens, if the continuance of it fhould 
lie |t>rced t)n us bv, unreafonablenefs or obftinacy of our cne- 
He there/orc trolled that the decifion of that night 
^^04^ coniirm his expe^tions, and that the honourable ^en- 
/^l^iman’s amendment being rejefled, the Addrefs mowa by 
'fee Chancellor of the Exchequer would receive the general 
fupport of the houfe^^ 

Mr. Mmrii\R9hi^m declared, he perceived no peculiar 
improvement in the French government, nor was he folicit- 
eus to enquire yrhether it refemblcd, or ever fliould rel'cmble^ 
the American cemftitution^ but if wc v/ere to wait till France 
tiad'digefted a regular and refpeitable government, he was 
afraid our hopes would be deferred to a very diftant period. 
Peace on honourable terms was much to be wiflied for by this 
country if ft could be obtained, which he thought there was 
ground for the expe<3ation of from the prcfeiit ftatc and diP* 
pofition of the enemy; he Ihould therefore vote for the Ad- 
. drefs, which in ht$ opinion tended to the accomplilhment of 
that defirable objeft, ai!idl^dpp6fe the amendment, which ho 
confldcred as ncccflWtIy l^^n^ding it. He condemned the 
minifler for not having fetloughc forward the great and im¬ 
portant fubjedt he had now kid before the houfe prior to his 
conclufion of the Imtn, by proceeding in a manner the reverfe 
of tharwbich his duty prrfcribcd to him ; he had facrificed 
of the pubftidc. to a monftrous amount, and cf- 
tallmcd a precedent dangerous beyond mcafurc to the con- 
ftitunopi if Jt fhould continue to cxift by laying the founda¬ 
tion of providing for the dependents of the juler of the day, 
in a manner extcniive beyond what corruption had yet fur- 
’ niifaed the idea of; The bleifings of peace, ardent as was 
his wifli for thetll, was not the only motive for his joining 
in the Addreft, a motive even ftronger than the inducement 
■ of that great obje<9: cxifted in his mind, the hope he enter- 
':‘l5i3ied bf? by that means &ou!dprevent ora: Icalt fufpend the 
of the cqnflfttition. The caufe tor the neceffity 
thofe twbbuls^ which had already excited terror 
beyond example in the feelings of the country, was now at an 
end, the only confequence of pufliing them through Parlia¬ 
ment, .would, in its prefent circumltanccs, be throwing the 
* country into a Hate of diHeoHon with difiCrent parties, and 
difguft of the maj<Kity'of tfie nation with its governors. 
He hoped that impjpoi^nt 9ad every other would be removed; 
Ae accompliOiment of that union of the national ftrength 
^ ^ , which 
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which could alone ^p^ble us to procure terms adequatii^ 
the-.dignity andof this country, %t\d eftabSfix 
^ bleiljns;s of peace on a ftciite and lafting foundarion» ^ 

»Vlr'(tr7 l>egan what was at onJfe a reply to Mr, Wilber* 
force, and a fpecch upon the qiieftion in terms fubftantiall|> 
as followsj* ‘‘ 'll rifing to fpeak on this queftion, I cannot but! • 
premiTe^k rha^ on rhe latter part of the obfervations which 
have faPen from the honourable gcndemlhl Who has fat "down, 
there tan be hut one opiniortJ No man oft thislide of rhe 
houfe can be fappofed to wifii that peace, however deiiniWe, 
fhould he procui^, even at the rifk of inglorious (afeaiiniou ; 
or that fuch a relaxation fliould take place in tfie' Vigorous 
profecution of the war, as to prevent us from demanding 
thofe terms w’hich the King of^ilngland may jufliy he en** 
titled to a/k. . If the ametidment of my honouralde friend 
rerbmmended any thing unbecoming the dignity and h :noi:r, 
of. this country, or that tend.<1 to difable us from a.'ting 
vigoroufty, I ihoulci have delivfcred the fame opinirui we have 
juft heard ftatvd by that honout^le gentleman, (Mr. Wilber- 
Ifon'c). Perhaps, indeed, I might h^ve been inclined, upon: , 
the whole, to have watched th^ of minifters, on this ^ 

occafion, in filcnce, and thus placed the whole refponfibility, 
where it ought to reft, upon them'only ; as the amendment 
is in a complcat record of thfe jWltimcnts of thofei whe, 
as well as rnyfclf, have uniforrftlyfftbod up the determined 
oppofl'ts t>f ihr j)riuciples on \vhit 3 l^t&i 5 war was commeiv^, 
and the m^inncr in which it h ss b^ricondu< 9 eJ^ I cannot%ut 
agree to give it my fupport. My honourable friend is blamed 
far his mode of argument; is it, indeed true, that opinions 
are fo much changed, that we afc become |he accufers, and ^ 
a Imhidtr. tioii the panegy rifts of the* French government? 
What is the wonderful difference in the order of things, which ' 
has given rife to fuch^ change-? I wmIJ not canvafs the prin¬ 
ciples of the French goverrtinent; ,it is enough to ftate that * 
the government which the Ffcbdi though fome- 

what different in appearance, U in principle with 

thatWitji which we wt^io war, and'^^icfi minifters formerly 
declared to be fo^odtj^t 2tnd danget^s, that its total de- 
llruclion only could upon as the attainment of the , 

object ih view. It was in fa£t internecinum. Rccujr*' 

rin», however, to what I have ftated on this fubjedl, 

the^refent ^vernment is worfBrtl)an^.'thi|^^^ went to war 
with, lirft engafccd in w^:thc Bti|i^ines; thej^ .who 
Oic now in power are tl^ fueceflbrs if thht more 

derate indeed, but acting upon the fame brincipS| the won- 
VOL. 11 . if95. : Zf - d^d - 
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dcrful differ^cc iSf that the form is ^aried ; they have a 
CQUiicit of ancients, inflead of a and a council of 

4^five hundred inllead of a nationat convention. The aVgu- 
^ jnent with many might b# I wilh not for the old monarchy ; 

want not the ancient goveriimcnt; but here is. a notable 
t ’government,, one fornething like America/^ ^ 
but a paltry excufe for doing now what ought)toh^vc been 
done Jong before. Srance is ftill declared to be a rejjublic, 
one and indiviiiblein .all its pdVts, founded on the fame pi in* 
ciples with which, they fet out. We have, indeed;* atchieved 
a might^/^e£l t Is it|br this trifling diiFer^ce that we en¬ 
gaged iii" war, have incurred an unparallelled cxpencc, fixed 
oceans of blood, and, in order to fave our own conftitution, 
have every year been obliged to facrifice a part of it ? Minif- 
ters, at the commencement of this war, were accuflomed 
to ftate, that all fuecefe'depended on being abld to re-cftaWifli 
the old hereditary defpotic government of-^France j and that 
in any manner to countejiance the prdceeditjgs of the mur¬ 
derers of Louis'XVL wa« yktuaJly to depofc the King of 
^JEnglanci. This was aj^^pted, but all theirsfchcincs have 
/ailed ; the confederacy ^'^diffolvcd^ we have every vvhcic 
/been baffled, except at tea; we have Ipeiu fifty niiiiions 
Iferling, and added above eighty millions to the capital of ihe 
national debt. There is'difference in the liiuatiofl of 
affain^ apd no addilNohifi'^Jbcurity. I, gcatlc- 

'then how theycappiefend to reconcile their fentirncats 
AW^epndudj whert^'bne time they declare that nothing 
but the total deftruftion and eradication of certain princi[des 
will be fufficient to pavfe the way for peace, aiid afterwards^ 
taking advantage^/ a flight’^dlftbrencc in circumftanccs,'fol¬ 
low that line which lias hitherto been recommended 

: to them in vain ? VI am aware of the objection that may be 
Aated to what I /advance> and chat I may, appear to argue 
^againft niyfelf; bMtwhi^S/fijtcerely fay, tnat let a bma fide 
peace be made by I (hall rejoice, and now 

J^lare it to be tbe;^™flsfeareft my heatt; yet I contend 
tirat it is proper tha/^^^natter be ftated to the country^ 
and that miniffers b^hot allowed ]|^eptitioufiy to'arrogate 
tp themfelves that mwt and .honour^the tranfa'iRion drhicb 
they are liy.no means ez^tledIt may be faid, that the 
preknt eyen ^pes. &rther than my motion; in which 

I wifljed to point of time; but theirgal 

diflerence fthiSmems of this fide of the boufc . 

kti4 fbofe other cdnfiits in this ; w^e at all times af* 

lerti'd the |g|Spjlcty of negociation; and although we may 
hafe ulcdVihi^ expu /Hpn, that the exiftuig sg^^vernment w 

France* 
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France, at the* time fuch ;netion Was made^ (hould nq 
bar catnteilngrinto any treaty or negociatiotij we iheam not 
to deny that arty other exifting form of govtrnTnjeot would 
have been equally competent to majint^in tbe accuftomed re¬ 
lations of pcac? amity. They, on the contra^, bave^ 
up to the prefent moment, objedlcd to every idea of negoci- ^ 
at ion. To fet this matter in its true light is> I condeive^ 
the objc£t of the prefent amendment. 1 certainly," above all 
things, wifli the honour of the country'to be but by 

whatever circumftances thefe gentlemen may influenced, 

I wilh fnini%rs to acknowledge .the French and 

{hall rcjpice to j^ink that they are determined to ni^ciate. 

1 wUh to cortTuler this meirage as an aiTurance t(|^hat pur- 
pofe, and that his Maj Jfy’s miniftcr is (inOeicly molved to 
take tne'^earlieft opportunity of concluding a peace. Is this 
really fo? He appears; to give hiS dillent4to this j then let him 
openly fay fo! I indeed diftruft every tfting which comes from 
him irf the (hape of words. Laft year, in the amendment to 
my motio:i fotentering into rt^ociation, the right honourable 
(.TCntlertian ftated that he ready to ncgOciate when- 

cvl'i fach a government Xhoold I^Af^bblimed in France as ,w^$ 
hkcly to maintain the aecuftomeC^t^’^ions of peace and arnity^ 
leaving it euLiiely to conjedlure what fort of government that 
might l)c, and not even faying^^l^^^ die cxifling.govern- 
inwut at tnu time was fuert a gpwsri 0 Sat or not.4||||^t that 
time,*we found that other iuch as |!^i|;||naik, 

^)wcden,4aiul \mcnca, thought C^ld; that Prufl|9,^ter- 
"wards thought ib Itkcwiie, and Spain bad UnCft^ majf 
the fame opiinon; tht fe honourable Gentlemen, Jhowc\ er I 
luppofc, thought they could not*^ There is one phrafe in the 
mellage and addrels, extremely tqbiybc^ ' We arc to look 
for a diljxjiiiion bn the part of ^hfi Ffeni^f to negociatc thus; 
though the minjiljgr may acknowledge the competency of the , 
French government for nWortation, he'may take as much 
time as hoplcafes before he ajfccrfw a proper diTpoQtiori maiil* 
felling itfelf. Ip fliort,icoki!rt^'%i^,^,SJntil contn 4 di£te^ aS 
a fort of ailurance oj^ the part pfwiipers, I may hr^fyaie 
time fu^pend my ^on this mmecSs and feelinir a<^^I do, ^ 

apd wifbiM^' to be4)i^£Uy explicit in my fent^nents, leaviiig 
the {right honourable gentleman to his refponnbility, I 
vote for the amendment of my benouraiilc friend. 

ChuNCUior of the E^chiqU^r fai^ he preface^ the adJref$ 
which he had the honourpropofingf^lji ^ly few words* 
bccaufe he conceived there cduld haybliccn no difftteace of 
, opinion upon the fubje<^. Hc/ormed diis both fjrom 

adverting to ilic nature of his Majefty’s grac;|p^ cominuntcd- 

Z z 2 





REPORTSI (Cdi^MaKt. 

&e cdnteiiding par^&Sf'^nd from the 
^ was mod calcu- 

^ Iafed ^c|^rrn that opinion was, thS' condudt of the hono'ur- 


■lahje 


iian isiM^if, jiift fat down, and who the 

Ijng/day^ yi^hea he bad Jmroducecliefibe..prefect fuhjeft^ 
mature c6iifid^ he would isot pref^ % morion 

he hjrf jgiven . He declared he wai» Vt a lof< to 

vtu|esftand what the honourable Oenticihan’s 

4obt^d; it W^uld feem ihat'^ h^d he; followed hts own inc)ina<- 
" tion, there i^ould anddUj^t to have-b^en no aoieiidment, and 
yet he vog|^r; thjt pr^ofed.^^^^ At the ^me^iifne, too,i|.hc 
feems i«^^B 4 p |>ut IheTan^x^oftru^ton 'onmeting of 
the mefi^^hd^ad#^ that was inrendeef toSe conveytid by 
the amendto<|nt. ^ It was ,really fingular'to obfery;e the mpde in • 
" whiebthe queftion had been tak^ii up; toattetid to thejngu^ 
merits which had generally been ufed by gentJemen' on the 
■ other fide, arid the coodufl which they pradJii.caJlly purfyed. - 
^he add refs went to,;pfedgc the Hoofe fio/Cft-operi^^ 

h/r • n _ /■--■L *_-_j Jm^ __ 


: M»ijefty omfu^fe nWtfures tend tb^ilSk dbtainnien|: 

of peace on honouriMe.tj8fa|^ .^a Hoirfe was 

sfillfeed, that if a'djlpdM^i^'lbat efieft w^:ibaDifefted on 
^jw'part of the pnemy^ was inclined to meet it, 

■ "iby jwhicif the Houfe wc^H entertain a hope that peace might 
' be concluded on and that, whether we 

Ihouldreadinefs xq meet 
that ip^CiPn fip depend altogether upetn the 

moved by an honourable^ 
Gfenleriaim^f'ft weht a|ielf]|eal further." It vvei,t to require * 
his Maj^fty^s minifters immediately to enter on that negoci?* 
alien, w^hether they^ihijjiiuld ^ that difpofition mnnirefie^'or 
or (hould fee that d ipofitfon 

Affirmed or driemy in the cm^/c of their con- 

Uu^. ,^uch ^s t^ ^atoe,of thj anitr^r^t which had 
fepi.fappqTtec! by liqrioi|rabl|^gentlemen, wh&, upon various 
‘ .j^afion«,V;.wiih i'o 'triui;;|} ''a&!®'i?loqucncc, and a^iiefs, 
ijriii^ly urged pvery th.it miniflgrb w'crc'refpcj^^ 

the publick fctf^^gnayiniv ope^j^ a negociaiion toj^ 


ago, and^that they ftoul^iot waft uts 


Y li'lv fhfi difpofi^ 
that minificJS-weise 


tion to ncgocislfe in tfeedfftciriy ;,>and no _ 

.^D0in forward, with a dtclat^^/rqsulinefs oirthc pari of his 
.^ajefry to meet that djf]^a 3 |Wn, th-y charged them with 

firguw*nts upon tins fubjedt, 
1 his wa$ the 
^ hou% and to the publicic, 

egoc&tioii for peace. 'Fhe theme of 


to 

ifaving'abaiidbned v 
to throw^^ftaefes i 
way,;i|i ^vbich th " 
leaxnefiuei 



tnerly ow^ that peace .was at all events 

defircablc. 
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dciirabk, fb defirable that they cared ho# by vwitt it wat^lra 
tamed. The*tbeme of tht^r eloquence an prdelirwtt, thM 
mtniftent had abandoned All their fornMT .ATguvnenti^ and the 
whole of their conf)ltency» by pn^jfihe |meet 
the dcllrc dF the enemy, if any fuchidiMlne 0fflld 
negocia^e for peace upon juft and hhnotimbjir tendun The 
purity of fuch r^ppofition was not q fiftije^ ftirHim to difisMti 
CTcntlcmea feemed to triboiph uiAm, the idea that they had 
dilcovereJ uiconfiftency in the eonduA of Adajdny'a 
miniflers; and they ftemed to triumph os if this inconfilfency 
had b( en proved : they ieein^ indei.nl to triumpihH the idea 
that they could itnprcfs updP^thc houfe tcyues^wlKh might 
rditrain the ohjcLl of negoci..ti'hn. Th|y feemwto rgoicn 
that they haS found means to impede thit peice which they 
on fo mint occaflons, in tne Animation of their eloquence, and 
the c^duufjOf then nature, declared to^bethe objeift which 
wasneaicft to tReir hearts. They ieemed to triumph that« 
although the enemy might thanikft a Jifpofition to ncgociata 
for a peace, yet by the preftmt mtnifter a peace could not 
concluded. Vt^bether W4S founded upoQ 

publtck pnndpk arid or was a tnumpU^ 

jL Icfs uigaiHed nature, be fooutd \tive to others to determine^ 
or, if they pkafed, lie 1^ould leave it to thefc gentleineA 80 
dctermi ic tor tbemtelvc# 

What wee^ the circutnllance^ ilaJ been f|(hnuoufljf 

infilled upon by the fupporters toh ^l^dn^nc^d'^niciia 
Urly the honourable gentleman lad lA favouritlhat 

amendment ^ He dtclaied he bStI «idit heard one woid to that 


dFedt by way ol aigumcnt, htcle had he heard againfl rhe 
addrtts ivh n hei^J honour to move* He meant he ha^ 
not hcaiit m\ thing irom theie ge^uleoiefi'ygainil their agrees 
ing to tht addreis lot tie diiltoF^heira^^ments wentagatiift 
hut Idl and the majority of the houfe, with whom he af^ced id 
the d^hole courfe or th war, aj£r<;;|i^ig lo the addrefsp^ Tbryem 
deavoured to pro\ e that this aqA|^s vm perfedt^y confident wtm 
their argum(.i/$ upon < II od^ions, when the fubjc^l 

of the war was(kbati|^i but pufed^Pnconuiicut vvitn tjheccM].<v 
dilft of Uic maj >r<ty houfe. ^is argument, thus fingu-^ 
lar m us jut irc, wa|^^undcd upon heu«»er more l^ r lefs than a 
total forget<unHs of evisy leading htt and e\cry leadiing 
argument tlui had been brought lorwaid fince the commenom 
inciuof this vvat, up to the moinent lA #ti|ch he Va^ ipeaking* 
Thde gerdlemen applied all their objrlj|Mjihs, not to^e con^ 
du£l of the enemy» but to tfa<f couxKm of the mqu|ive 
governfnent pf this country, place, 

forward an obkiuatuAi which hh egain anwl|^bet»^ 
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jiiJjidp^firafr €ir}gi^nji.ted in^he aggrcffion df this country* 
pfac^i. wfli minifters* with hriving 

an fine qud^ikm to eftaWift a ccriuin 

^ that too iirthe ancient 

]|^S^Sthfitc\H;rWfti0g >#^rfs^e \yas declared againft fevery other 

Was obtained^ it was to be a 
hfternee^%m, ,that between the ftate of the 

gm^rnmeiit ^nd thoie that preceded it liiw e 

the revolu(i ^9 tfiere ’Vir^s ito practical diftrndlion fo as to give 
us any fccurfty for pi^c Until the ancient form'be eftabliihed. 


Fourthly! 
efiablifti) 
gained 


S jjthe pi^lTent 
^Ct^Uncil ^of Ahmni 


goveriunent.in France, in 
fnts, &c- nothing had been 
Anillaftly, tflat we had met, in the whole 
* courfc of thi^'-war, nothing but defeats, difafters, anJ difgraccr, 
with the exception of a few vidtories at fea. On caeflPof thcle 
heads it would be dcceiFary, before he fat down, to nfate/ome 
^ remarks. Upon the fiifi point, he woui^ not tread over 
ihc ground ,that had been, already fo full}'' occupied, nor 
imagine tl\at it was in die ^ny honourable gentle¬ 
man prefeni to’^cafon. df the houfe, to 

'perfualion that tne not, in the moft crr.phaiital 

.3|?nfe of^ the word, deifeAlivli^ *on the part of' this country, 
► hftd, at the fame time, -the moil idiportant, in a ^general 
point of view, tha|:v,^i5cr^^W^• uifcertafcen, involving the 

mankind. 


, well-l 


/fntereftK^d well-B^^|^;^^wropc, 'nay, of all 
-it certainly became 
maWc^ qudSI^'^hcn they could again look for 
p^c ? The, anfwcr comd^ot but be, not uniiJ we have 
repelled unjaft aggreflion, and procured reafonable hopes of 
jj^uture iccurity. 

V'On the firft dajSf th® he had Anted to tlie 

?libpufe fomc reafoiiHw fefiilg: f<itisficd with our cA'oi ts. He 
" J^ted i^iat he jconfidcred "pur efforts an exapiple to future 
as >|ell as a fatisfa£ii(^^^ pur own feelings ; as a fdu^rcc 


4fijoipfor every lover ofj^^,of good^rd^, and of every 
' thlil^that was refpeftab}^^,1apiety, that the efforts of a great 


people hadmuch to 
whi<A ail the .civilifed^orldMivas 
whelmed. He ft^tedfurthcr. 

4f the war hid ended in a 


m the tot rent wfcih 
tened to he over- 
that heW^kl have been happy 
j^al^^AoIiicicn of that fyfieni 
j||hith had been adopted by ^bup’-isnemies. He ftateci alfo, that 
|ljgn daugerotis were, the war ^might be 

?l^e,|)rcfent form of the ^vernment 
^id\that the eyilswith which^civil 
reatened by the’principle on.whfch this- 
lied on by bur eneir»iek had been iji i great 
% 


in4j(|5:d even it 
ErajSce;. and he^ 

‘ been- 



degree 
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tiegrec defeated. 'VV'hen he 
much of our blood and tq^fure mlchif pf^b? 
he 
tern; 


_ . 

c would anfwcr, it w^^ecaiife oiiV ene^rilei ga.?^ <irt 5 %o al- 
,jrn;iti\ c but tb hazard we ^ 

hud gain;*d by thfe war? he woul|^aniW^r|ij^'thatiji^b tn.uft 
h.j ve loft without it. What did file fupporte^ 
merit defiro the hoiift t <5 do ? 

away all diferetion from the ex'e , ^ ^ ^ ^ 

to the enemy that all fujthct', Should ft^e^difcontiSiiiW 

aguinft tfetft. . Tbefe gendimen w^Vnot cc^ht that the 
neccfliiry inference of t^e prihciplef eneuj 
low in iheir courfe, but theyA^^uft take away \ 
of making the negotiation an &dvantag^ou!i ofi, 
try j ivs if the mifcliief of thefc principle's couldy 
be'fufiiciently certain ; and yet thefe gentlemen,’'at the opea- , 
ing 6f the feffion, dcclaiiii/ed violently, on the heceflity of 
enteifhg into a ncgociation. They Inight bring forward,, 
cl^iy after da/i theii: difFerent motions upon,that iubjeft, 
after: another, fifrecord tbfir principles that the war was unk'v 
, hat,‘#e had'got by the' 

" V^uld think was a 


io.uIJ fol- 
ry means 
liccoun- 
tti'erwlfe 


Vould nexf^l^ 
lir of the fecond pait, & 


iciiiy on as was vio- 
urs, m tfi^ich allies 


iuft afking al^viys in thlir%i fn, 
war ? Thjs,^ he, bclicv^, 
very candid or juft mode oPp ^ 
upon the houfc to mark the 

which he luid adverted, of the atg^pient of thefc gentlemen. 

Ho had laid that the aggrCiTi«|. 

lent, and unlike all former, ^ 
had been attacl||d or territoti^'^^^^^^ ^ ^ 

the ufua! caufcs of juft war lllk^flplsbared; btitiihat 
on tlje part of the enemy was miinitcly conncwled .with prin¬ 
ciples which profelTed an intention to fobveit al! the efta- 
blillicd governments hpon earth, efforts cu the pro- 

fcflbrs of thefe principles could rea^b.j^^^ faid this prlocf^ 
pie would allftw no reft to any government upo^ 

earth while^il. had any force to refift with; ^ Hb faJS fo, arid 

f^refent yvar, and-^^hat 

,wit;h Vigour the attacfcV:i>at 
w^re (T}axjy'’in th^tuii- 
:ru£fion of thu: 


be felt it to be t^cauYc a| 
^iiQ refource biiitlRat of ref 

for the 




late i^th usafor that deftruftioii 

_?iA;/ -. 1 .- • -t-. _r_ . • . 


ipfe. 


i 4 ppy country ar 
iLiid willing to co^ ^ 

&id it was the ju^|^e^:c^lfed^^?f the right of w^ar to intcrfci* 
In the internal conccrrisi^f enemy, to endeavour to.di""" 
throw that government for^bc purp^ of bringing the' 
to a.concJuftoii. No man ever atterf^d' to refute this priii^ 
ciple upon the authcjpy of ,^he oi^Hipon the 

piinciples of juftice. We faid he* 


iioufable grounds, and as favourable to pofliblcv 



* in VtaOOIfAh^^S |‘AltLrA\fnrTAIt.V reports |:Comm<>i^ «. 

'’Was all tba that ba ever intended with refpe^^ to 

^ g0|erptee5tot France* Inffeadwf taking tins on a fair 
gromia^ it wis maihumed hy gcn^l^en on the other fu'e 
that hfe wjflicd^t 4II eixilts to oirerthrow the whole govern¬ 
ment of %raiice| aifia to fiibftitute the old in its phee, and 
evi^ that day was quoted (He ptvrafe of bcUum tHtemeamim^ 
anfll^kable to the prefeMt a phrase wnich he belitved 
^ novel proDOuneqd gentleman on that ftde of the 

llrafe but to repel a iniwprefentation fiom the other fide. 
He would {ly pofitiv<;lTf fgr himfelf, he never uffo It for any 
other purp oj^a ndhe bifrheved it was never fo uftd by any other. 
When hojHM that the govfirnment of France was bad in 
principlSJ^HIPInfeit faid that^ven under that go\ ernment there 
were drcuofftances that^ might compel us to mat for peace. 

did not deny that he had admitted, nay contended, that 
monarchy W'ls defirabfe for that country, and fof the ggniial 
inter^^ft of mankind j but to the idea thit he had at any time 
made the reftoi i|ion of monarchy a fine was to ett- 

t^reiy bevond all he badf tfver uttettUd upon the fubjeA, that he 
ftould not argue it. ^ ^ v ^ « * 

He was comj to anotb^ which had been a gno 1 deal 
upon; \iz. that if the executive government lliould 
itiabe peace, they were chargeable wjth a dt^rtliftioii of their 
principle. How ftood th|it^ point ^ He laid on former oc- 
trafions, tbit we coi|^ ^afce peace until thcie was a 
reafon ble'expe^atioh pjp wnti^y for its coi^inuaiiLc, and 
"tl&t M fuch ^ fecuriiyV ^uld be rcafdlably cvpeQed, 
thm\i icn thcqueftion nnrft upon the terms. Pvo, the 

queftion was, did the cnem)Mtand in fuch a fituation as to 
make that expeftatlon pf fecunty rcafonablc, and will they 


AiffW a difpofitton 
condudl ih luld be iif^] 


^xieuouatc ? It WuS on theld points oUr 

i In ciatjnfidenng that p^t 6f the fubjcvS, the M\t queitioiv 
was, is there noif a fubttantial^ difFciencc betweeh’^he former 
things in France, andj^ prefen|||p^cr ^ upon this 
gentlemen had ^^r^ed s^ it the former mode of goverrW 
imnf was as good for our]|)|urity in iicgotiaiisg as the prefent*^ 
Tbat^cilion, like cverjfother* upon all tbet 

l^ircumftances which atteni) it. on the other fidqr 

bad fa id, if the terms were rights former government wds 
""li as we might have treated^ W|$h faftly. He had faid he 
[pot tliink fo| and ***^^^6 former governmeiit he would fijr 
J^ITame fliHf But hgf^id we ihouKi treat now becaufe the 
Jbfent gftverrtincnt mirfrt be fafc. I'^llefe gcntlenicn turned 
’^ouml^upoiirhin), said tai^d^ This is not the time in which 
Ibldt be Me in tieatmg according to tu. own 

**11^ |.r .iv,iplcs» 
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pniociples. vi|^.it.inciQofi 

cani^enc]r,.ll|P'%l 4 .^a 
commit^ .to their 
difference 

former ti)aBl*,;;«ii»ii»"iL- 
to lurgotiat^''. was a 
not at fir^gw enter ; he 
that poirit!W' 4 :b^ fir(V day of. ^ 
then that-^firoi^’the ,chaii^je^Wlirth'i^»»Y* w**’^'*** 
of their g^lS^fiRi^Ot, frc^''i^|utliha<j talcen {dace, 
With regai^ ti$ iihi^modfi r\ 

all* with risllard tb the cb^bgf® 
in th^e difpofrtiort* and temper of tbe^^q^pl^o 
there was a reafonable hope that a iV 5 j?i^ 
with them at this time ; andflhis 



Jtit l^concluded 

not cxifted at any 


foritiei:JpdrioJ of the war., There wefe'p^nts irf this argd^ 
Which ht^ykpe^ gehtlcmeti qa; ^e otjier fide would b^% 
di^ed to cohtek v^hui bc^j^c might, theria^i 

ccruinly wis'a'diffcrencc «fh®e of Trance at th*^^ 

moment fronifaiSy other |)cr^'* ^- 

the war. Gimil^fneii Ihould 
going to pfor^unce a panegyr>%;^ 
government'of that country. *lle 
fr<ra its former ftate, Thei 
talked of an atliack on.^thc priti 
anid '^c defence of them by 0 th. 
of inadvertency or did they me 

h6 iwi^'^to invert the propofition|,__ 

fpriciplcs of the Eiench, and that thefe honourable geiiriemea ,i 
were the defendfere bf them I He would leave that to the ce ' 

of* l-hAiO* kir 4 .'lh#\i 4 r.aKtA IXTUas-U...* > 



leicommencemcnit 
i 6 'hiin*-^e was i,^,. 
'wjejeM; form 
[j laid' it was 

the other.lide . 
it country by fom^ . 


i was'xtp^^ti 

, fid be u^ertboL ™._ 
fay that he attacked tfi 


Whether 



.reiloSion of tbefc^honourable , 
defended the cooftitutiop of •?'"» jfv 

not the defen,<m|r it, except qn a cbmparifo^ 
ffl<»/.qne..'^f%i;bwbt!S'OtherK^^|^his CQunrfv'*whik..S ii&i^| ||^ 
■ w^ibe-defendm^ .the thofe.yyhq pro^Sed,' 

' tbt^^ntds of the iVciYch pq^^^^vho adopted and a* 
who h^vl^inpted ^^ it^Nuce into this d 
jaij^in nannes |ai)tM|to; ji^ ^.,<bdeav||red to^dii,. 
tb^intb {»adl(ce^||||9liadr'k%ied to rubvml|e conihitut^ 

.of ^f^biidi wh coR^mp^ tM prefcnt„|" 

of ^emrRinent of Ffano^ it bo^lM near a r^ 

bl^eto btoc part of the o^lBttitioa^,B^'^land t who had 
expr<^M their abhorrenGe'«f^;ik,^:«o|jpP it wnUt 


hav&fukieiikenefs of: 
Vot. II. 1795. 



i 
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«)jc( 
»l>*!!!‘ 



ge the new ee^llitutton has 
, „ ^ becaufe it iias become the 

^ the theme df 
'|n>b Mitl'linbuily to ^it, that'no 
tflS^ft’ihe Rt|bta <|f Man were 
. . . . i^w bftl'bnptjnly iri^r^ahtative body, 

hg i« ftfeW ® jtoflative, exeeulive end judi- 
-ifee only "'®'y *•%! was to 

The nc^fCeWntiKion was a complete'dl^aimcr ot 
bat wild and aelufi^tbdpr]^. It was Founded on experience 
«s far as it went, Tmy had admitted the do^ine, the falfe- 
hood oi t hiBiii^ net of equality. The/had admitted 
ffarTleM MI t afiaid of mf^Otd) of artificial diftindlion, 
which jinmcd and kept together die mafi of focicty. They 
had eitdea^red dh^pafir the breaches of their former A ftem, 
a fyftcir. of puie amjncrauy ,*a|Hftcm which imited in it all 
die horrors of other fyfteins, without the advantage of either; 
Jiiftead of having ond popular aflembA, <fhen; the fuddeii and 
ibcontrouled gufis of palEon fubdued tbq reafon; and the 
French, dangerous in their dditfihination to their neighbours, 
inilead of that comKttOU jjo the wifeft mao was under 
thecontroul, and ilibji^^jtlfl^'^e corre^on, fliry and frenay 
of % mob« inftead oi bdmgfubjedt to the viollnce and fury 
a laWklb rabble, they bad arrived at one point that would 
he ufcful to them, hold of one of the elements 

which contribute t9«ftnra£%heial ftate for man, a mixed fonu 
of ip'jirnnumt. ThqjHm fiparated the legiHative from the 
^ecottve paft. TKeypiQt formed two houfes of legiAaturc, 
ana had fo far imitated whdtcontributed fo much to the excel¬ 
lency of ottjr conftitution. Weicthefepoints to begot nd 
^ by quaintly casing the two houfes of legi/Iature old afid 
'^ung gtntlemei^i^ be bad heard them called ^ 1 he thing in 
plain EnglHh WaiWis; they had now two houfes of ligifla- 
ture ^Aead of one popular alTembly. They had now an 
'^jnecuuvegovefnment, fepqjilite from" the legBlatlve. Thefc 
ci^llituted a diffeienbe'hetweea theif prefeot feriAiof 
''^hi^ment and that of a pure denioctaey. Whether ^eic 
^ Inm government watfftt machine that would laft for a ^at 
|en^ m tuny, he woqU not preteqi^ fb decide: he was nqt 
orefumptuoud' eqough even to guefs, jNTe only feid they were 
thJar wite when they preferred experiehce to theory. Nothing 
<s^t the moft ii]|g|;nious arnft^d defigned at once, could ui 
bis mind be ^airio ttulity, application and excellence 
to that f(tme of gBf||enih)eDt a^i^g from the adoption of 
b^provftny^ Qhttti^y fuggefl;ed from time to time 
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in Ae conrfe'^of events, '’yrv^^llMr j&U of (he 

Sut after he wo()ij|lilh» jMfbd all ^il^cuiity 

on the form of government Qehtle- 

jnen had faid that he had ii^ed tbw ||w|i9^^ gbVt^^ 
of that country was not c^itble • 

tions of fmwc anti ?mity withl%(Qw|MO(nKt^ 
evaded that g^uefiion. HOw had hei^liiAfKl Ihiniwit 
that point? jHad he ever denied thiV dven the govardOM^of 
!< ranee then wa$ totally incapable of being treated with ? No 
fuch thing; he Mil thopght that to compel the £[9^fhmcnt of 
this country to treat wUh under j|||||lkircumo 

Ifanccs, inexpedient on oar parr, and ^caufe tlw||Hnhfiiioas 
brought forward by gentlemen on the othw lldcjlfcre mete 
dry and abftra£); queftione, le^ing to nopmicular good ciFe<%. 
We were not to conclude in the abftrai^, and without 
conildering the fituation of the enemy, <vithout feeing what 
were their meand and vth^t their dilpolibons. What wa^ 
likely to become the iituatip| ^ both ^ While the fyliem a£ 
terror prev^odin Fiance, lidlmerthBdirpo&tton of the people 
nor their meant cpuli be judg(^^4K>^ being coveited with 
the homage which they were oMb^ to pay to tyran'iy fijit 
he had been aiked, what he thou^nt bf the vieVrs of the Freja^ 
with regard to their future anfwer, fatf 

could not fay; but he would wjuBIfi that hranre would 
confult Its own happmefs by na^jSHBRpSfmg further t6 dif-> 
tuib the tranquillity of Furope^^mf«|? agreeing ^ juff^d 
equitable teims at this time, andtie maintained that tne ftatd 
of tffeir iinancis was m fuch a fituation as not to enable th^m 
to proceed much longer in the conieil without utter ruin to 
themfelves 1 hts fu^ei9( indeed has alret^ been amply di& 
cuffed. As in additional argument, be wKred only to cahr 
their attention to what had paShd witlun theft few weclu; h* 
appealed to the during cunfefBoii qf the old goverhmeili^ and 
tothein^t of the new. ,|f}uch were th«ir exhatifisd 
it could hardly be that they would foon a|;|Ia' 

be i^lined to revive ^ couteft. Thde circutnflances, , 
bcntd juft niCntiOQe^were .'linofl: ail new, and, as hmhad 
endeavoured toprov^^mi^ diffi^nt from any ^thad hither* \ 
to Occurred. Some im%bt^agine that there was fuiHcienta 
fecudtjf before that period, i^hey could, nOt then deny 
there was mote It this time, ' j i 

Another part of the fpeech of the |i^|kti0urable gentleman 
who f|>oke laft was extremely m^rjal tO be attended to. Hn 
bad been plcafld to fay, that tbOwar'bad been to di « foeoiof . 

3 A 2 dif^yl^l 
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4ifaflgrs«j|jfe|8feW>^ inftances «if fta tfngaw- 

menij^A'l%»t 1^9 dnhiC^mOK that hotwur^^lc gentM- 

iltian hiaglcafedl to Ae our exertions. He fud 

we1kli#n9etvriAt^(M|^j^^^^M^ with only the excep* 
’’tiflntf' a few Vw (itioii he brought out a cdd paren- 

4bHm w'lA lio tmr fea engagements. That fuch an 

•^j^atiod honourable genttenaan was 

■tMlliibordtnaryWas it true? Was Aereevetr a war 
V m which AU country could boaft of To m.iny fupceTsfal candi¬ 
dates for the fimw and J^ory? Was there ever a war in 
which t b e J BfitiOi chara<^r bad been rendeted more exalted, 
or in waupiplie of out 4and as well as our fea fervice had 
atchieipMSore military &mc, from thehigheft in command to 
the lowelliWtendaot ? I^ad th\; lionouraKle gentleman forgotten 
what the Biitiftk h^d dene in Holland and in Germany, and 
Was the laurel not their duC as mucli as if their elForts, in Ooh- 
jundtioA with others, bad been fuccefsful ? Was nothing to be 
faid in praife of difa^pdhted valour ? &d the fon forgotten 
the fervice of bis father! Hadxlh/K' hdnourable gentleman for¬ 
gotten what was accomplUhflU by Sir Charles Grey in the 
weft Indies, ordid hc|^h9 piidc or gitilifude to Aatil- 
lufti ious officer for hiscooi^ip upon that iervice? Nor did he 
'ilgrec with that fionoursdilcgentleman in coitfidcring the pre- 
&nt vear in other refp j|^ fe,jdi%flrous to this country, even 
iTuppofing it to end Let him look at the three 

different points that Gained in the prefent conteft ^ 

Miar|iniquc>Capc Nifl^lWaiei and the Cape of Good Hojpe; 
and then let him afk hiinfelf whether they were not the moll ifti- 
porUnt that could fall into our hands i Thefe points would 
&ew whether the war was fo very di'faftrous to us as the ho- 
,IK>ur<\b!e genvleinM^d Hated, and this would lead the Hbufe 
to rciledt wbdtfai^as vh had means jn our hands, we had 
Aot aealon to expeft, if true to ourfelves, to .bring the war to 
’ and honourablf,\j|^rmination. Aajlo the di/cretion 

)ip^h gentlemen feetned io unwi 11 rng to give executive go-* 
Vei^ciit upon this occafion, he muft ^deltre that the {lb)a(e 
not interfere witk'ft in the courfii^ of the negodatje^ if 
';we^ibured tp attach to governrpent any refponfiblljty for 
whatthe^ we^iabouttodo. But if Ihe''amendment and the 
^advice of its promoters were adopted, the diferetion ofgovcrn- 
mnt would entirely taken away, and the refponfibility 
j^uld be doubled* "^hat was to be done, mull be done 

with a view to the relative' fituation of the enenty. The ho¬ 
nourable gentleman feid miniftcrs would have a loop- 
hotCft and mat they wduld ci4ep out of it, and, after promt 
indpo negotiate, carry op the war. He would fay then, that 
if hf$ Majefty had reafonto heheve there w^as a difpolition in 
> the 
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Che enemy to negdciate, his i»e(i^ that deflrei 

md endeavww ta render it ndweft neith<T 

precIudedS4kijl Majefty Mw ep^thring ijOto a niegothttioaimine- 
diately, nor did it bii^h^ to ntokd it In any {brm, Ha 
would fay again th«s muft be left to of the exs» 

cuove government. It was fald that allowed only the 

prefent order of things tobe.fiteh if f^ey mi^t treat wt^b, 
and that ti)«y m! >^lu iuppoTe no other etpiatly ooimpetent, cda** 
fequenriy If another change were to take place, they ffiOtdd 
be juft where they were. That however, was not altogether 
the cafe. The permanency of the prefent government of 
France docs not now, as fo^rly, (b muc^tjoe^d itfelf 
with the permanency of a treaty of peace. i^ot^nVthe fuc- 
cefllon of parties was to rapid and fo violenli th it wk co intfy 
making peace with one, w juld have beet)iTudi<.idnt realon for 
the othi-r party to fet it af.de; but conlidenng the iltuation to 
which 1 lance is reduced, no man could pretend to lay it 
would be policy in any other (Ltof men who n i/ht come into 
power, to ii^«^ a treaty ofipit ice concluded with the prelvut^ 
lulers. If it were alked, he would do vvre the lame* 
mtfcrablc Hate to recur, vdndh rife to th'* p''efent contefi^ 
be ftioujd anftver, that were he m tKifledion of the tNB 

would again eariieftly requeft ttlc Houfe and the couitbry^* 
to repel the unjuft attack, as they ha<f done befo’-c. . 

1 he Chancellor of the EsigW ito y conduced wi'h ob- 
ferving that neither the form ot France, nor 

tb« circumftanccs which fubfift^Wliiherly, were any longer 
thecaufeof proventmg a negoeiatton between France and 
this countr), and that the whole queft on of jKacc mull depend 
on the terinc. toi this reaion he Ihoald vote, for the Addrels 
which he b id piopoied to the Uoufc as a pioper meafuic in the 
prefent conjuii£ture of affairs, and of cou^ agaitift the imend** 
ment, as a meafure intended to defeat the objc£t of the 
Addiefs. ' 

Ml. Fax fild, that, how’cvctbc might differ frommdebof 
what fallen from the honouftble g'-ntlcmen, however he nk^C 
object to the terms of the addrufs which had been moxed, thent ' 
was one thing whiidf «nuft give him pi if-TC , lie mul^ 
gratuhts the Houfe Ukd the co iiitiy on the ^jjpmpletc ch aa^ 
which oad happily taken place m the h iguage and in thefymM* 
of government. The Hdufe woal 1 believe hihi when boisw }. 
that he rejoiced, and when he ccmgratulsBqd them upoffiifl^' 
chanjte, fmec he had alto to congrattulate'himfclf upon ^ 
oecafiun, as this change of Unguige and fyftem pronounced * 
bis paidoii, as was and complete abtolutlon of all bus paft ffntlU 
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|sl |4 -HMuie »total tttradion of all 'Ibe charges the^ 
ImcI broi^mDtgaiaft him fbir dvt Motions he had made, and for 
the dojj^M^ he had held &om ft ^ mencement ial the war 

to thO k{M%fent day? &Ky had ftillyacquiitcd him, and'had 
dtcldithd, duU| tn etferyientiment he had uttered, he 
mat'right, and that lloaie Ibould have adfed' upon his 
«^i^n ; for atl j^ng fa^liad im^lntained the dadrioe delivered 
t meH^e* Three years ago, viz. dn the 15th 

r' tf Deccoiber I79Z> fae bad made a motion for a begociation 
^Ibr peace. In June, 1793, he had done the fame thing ; he 
had moved an amendment in the conrfe of the fame feiSon^ 
tending to the ^mepurpofe. in Janxiary, 17941 hehadTup- 
ported th#By{fHipn of an honourable friend, and in the latter 
end of trawW^eiEon he had maintained and fupported in 
argument thefamc as that conveyed in his Majc fry’s 

meflage, namely, that it was ht dtid piopcr to negoc<ate wit!i 
tbccxiliiLg government of France. Ii had been his Uniterm 
argument, that, at every momeht from the firfr commenec- 
Z|ent of fioftilitie^ to the t^refent, it was wife and political to 
make the declaration which had'hfMfn then fubmitted to the 
Houfe, that Frarce was fr&te to ncgociate with this 
country. He had theretetf at prefuit that triumph, that 
, tnittifrcis •-etraf^ed by the rtweflage till the Ungu.ige they had 
Ji<dd in anfwcr to his mononS) and all the imputations which 
they had thrown upon biiiw ** Wh^t!” they laid, treat 
with men whole handswith the blood of their 
V fovcieign! What * treat fr.en who would come here with 
principles that arc dcilrtt^Ve of s!! govcininent? What! 
deliver up minifrers bound hand and loot by a decoration of 
this kind?’’ Such were their aiguments, and )ct only mark 
their condutfr j[thcy on thi.sday dccLreU themfclvcsicady to treat 
Wf#i the new duectyty of France, four n.embers of which 
had actually partidpaced in the juJgmenr and death of their 
<byereign> and were direftly implicated m thai-'aifr. He was 
^ Jbriy to fee that not?ll the minrfttrs were prefchtitt that Houfe, 
f]^kcn inaiifwcr to his firfr motion •, it would be re^ 
howcvcr, by all what was the language of a noble 
iw^asirof frarc (Lo’-d ( 3 icnvillc) upon thatoccafioii ** What,' 
you have to landify that murdeif f Would jou havo 
ebtgt the regicides, by ntatingwirh tberia ?” 1 hty muft 
that charge the) muft abandon that imputation, and 
ipci(^)ed c tlhir it was a grois eJamny ; foi at :his time 
^jrijjk the fome ideh^cat men, and withcut any declaration 
|||H|made by the goVenimeni: of France^of the injuftice oi 
HpF^ or any acUrmrkdgateiH tending to tlie molt feeble 

expiaticii. 



expiation, th^ oecbred their\jpdi0cfe -to 'It wifct 

jtllcdgea agahifl: him, and the of 

Houfe, that thcVr motij^^nd to winfrf 

fters to treats .They rio Tiicb 'thing:; neither: bi|s two* 

* amendments,, not the moti^ t>f his honoi^fi^lo friend (Mr» 
Grey) wont .fo far.a§ the preifent,,ine|&ge the Cro#nf^ 
His amendments did no more Ato th^r'tbert wereino 

cmbarraflrneots to treating iS^e Of tlje^ernment 
France; nothing that made it impoBible or impro^r fer 
country to, treat. The motion of his honourable friend weir:, 
ftill more gentle. It w^as, that there was nothing in the gb^ 
vernment of France that tended to retard a But 

the prefept melTage declared ^^^once their treat 

under certain circumftances, and the Houfe wer^plirf upon 
to do what had then been declared to be Jfo improper, fo dev 
grading, and fo ignominiouji , All thefe foul epithets, how- ' 
ever, were now completely retra< 3 ed, and juftice was done to 
the good intentions, and to the found policy of the gentlcmein-, 
on that fide of the Houfei ^ It might be fuppofed, that, 
fupporting the amendmen&^^^at day made by his honourably" 
friend, that he was arguingfhe addrefs. No, he was-" 
arguing for the addrels: He iSrafe^^orting the addrefs by tife' 
belt means by which it could be fypported, by adding to 
amendment which would make it intelligible, and give 1ft/ 
meaning and force. If it fbniildbyfaid that it was an oppo- 
fition to the addrefs, becaufe amendment, he 

muft proteft againft fuch reafdhifejplffiich tended to deprive, 
him of the freedom of fpeech. Irl^e muft agree to a propo- 
fition only in the terms in which it was j>ut, he.was deprived, 
of delibcratirii, and was no longer permitted to be 'a free' 
reafoner. 'I'hat would not, however, he fuppofed, be feriouAvi 
difputcd : and it would not be aferibed tahiip that he was s^{ 
enemy to peace becaufc he agreed to an amendment to a' 
mciragc conyyjped in terms extremely equivocal. An'cnemjf 
to peace ! "thff whole tenor of^^bis reafouing, from tb^ cooptr . 
menceitieht of the war, was, th^t every moment was favoiifjf^: 
bk to ancgoqiation for peace.' Had he any objedlions to thay 
peace being c6nclud|dby the honourable gentleman ?—j^onie^ 
,hd Ihould think it an^dditioo io the bleflings gf peace, if 
country could algtigjiy|ch it p’rocurq^the advantdgeof bringihgfi^ 
Ws Rdajefty’s minittefi in^ difgrace; and be Ihoiild conc^ftssf^ 
tliat they were completely difgraceJ by the retraction of 

he. 


anertion tney nau mane, and oy tne luffenee 
which they had held out as the pretext of wa 
be find W h^an invidious ^e^ing, 


every ODjea®^ 
If that (houb|^ 
bad no 
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to plead guiltv to the charge; he mod alTuredly did think 
tlut, next^ the blediogs peace, would be the dilgtacc of 
Mo had eiitei^ed the w*Ar without uafoii, and 
eciedted every oppor^ainity of condttiBnga peace upon terms 
itxihnitely more tavourable for the couiltiy than any that they * 
aw'cre now likely to obtaul. It might, however, te thtir con¬ 
ning idea, that if th^ had rejeded peace upon better teims 
lhan they were likely to obtain/Hiatftill thej had brought the 

S entry to fuch a pitch of calamity, and io clamorous wcie 
j people, that peace upon any terms would he rece»vedfioin 
might be their feeling, if k were poffible to believe that the 
tiiem as t^j^ni^nd an atonement for all tbcirtranigreffions.Such 
members Houfc could fo far furrender their pride, 

their tnde^dence and their (pirit, as to juftify fuch a fenti^ 
ment, he could only fay that they furrendered their public 
principles to peifonal motives, but that fuch conduiSt was iii-* 
confident with their duty as reprefentatives of the people, and 
incompatible with their chanu^er as men of honour. No: 
though they fhould give peace to the country, he would not 
agree to forget their Aments. He would dill think himfelt 
bound to accufe them dS tho authdrs of all the ealaniities that 


W€ had fjiiLred ; and that be would not think it was a fuffi* 
ttent atonement for then cohducl, that they had departed from 
fsufcry do< 5 lnnc by which they bad prevailed on a majority ol 
that Houle to fupporttbejn in the fyftcm. 

* He next came to ^ucdion of the amendment .And 

€rft, it was neccflarj^lco enquire whether the Addrefs 
wanted explanation? and fccondly, w'hcther it was necef- 
in addition to the declaration which it contained, to 
come to feme prccifc cxprefiion of the fcnlc of the houie as 
to the neccifity and wifdom of a negociation, \\hatcv<r might 
be the foim of the government of France ? 1 he right ho¬ 

nourable gentleman that they fhould be left open to 
Ijodate, but not be obliged to it. Upon thal he would en¬ 
quire, whether thcie did exift at this moment a form of gev- 
iifetitment in France, that in the ^opinion of bts Majci^'’s 
intnifters made it wife, fit, and practicable for them to treat ? 
TTiat was the 'queftjon. Was it not tbn intention of gentlo^ 
that wit^ fuch a govenunent tb<^ (hould treat ^ t^zll 
year, hfS honourable friend made a nmtion for a pacific 
cation, the honoiH-ablc gentleman objected to it as being a 
p^£tical declaration for treating, and he moved an amend* 
^nt, which Jie' caUed a conditional declaraiion, that we 
diipofed to treaty whenever there was a form of govern- 
m Fxapee c^paUe^of mam^imng the accufiomed xe- 
'» * » Utiwis 
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lat’ons of peace and amity with other countries. That time 
was come. His Majefty’s MeiT^g# exprefsly declared that 
they wore come to fdch a form of government. Nay, a 
more prccife term was ufeJ than in the amendment of laft 
ye.tr, for, inftead of other countries, the MelTage exprefsly 
itated Great Britain. Then if they were to come to that 
liitc, why not declare, (faid Mr. Fox,) that you will treat 
with them ? Wny not acl up )n your own declaration ? why 
not be fteady to the principle which yoii have pronounced^ 
and dt^chire that you will treat Since that declaration was 
made in the month of June laH, there was not a ftatcfm.in 
in Europe, except his Majefty’s minifters, who 4id not be¬ 
lieve that France was in a ftate capable of malfteining the 
relations of peace and amity with other countries. "I'heir 
conduct to ncLitial p:>wers had demonftrated the fait. Pruflia 
had a(ftcJ upc3n dcmoiiflration, and had concluded a peace 
accordingly* It was evident to all the world then, except to 
the King's nuniiters ; and if they had been fincere in the de« 
claratiofi that they made in the month of June laft, it would 
have been manifcft to them alfo, and they would have adtei 
upon it. With this glaring fa£t before their eyes, would the 
houfc again leave it in tliclr power to juggle with words, and 
to evade their own cJL*cl.u*urions ? Would they not think it 
necclTiry in pruJence to bind them down to a fjjecific zSk 
upon their own wordb ? If they jnbt, what poffiblc con* 
fidence co\ild they have in the pfcfeot^declaration more than 
in the paft ? They might fay, tt was true that at the time 
of making fuch declaration there appeared to be a difpofition 
in France to treat j but circumftanccs had changed, and there 
was not the Time dirpofitlon. They might affect to fee cir- 
cum(tancc*s unknown or totally difregarded by the reft of 
Euiope, and mighf fay that tlicy wefe not bound by the pre- 
fent lieclaraticn, and that the houfe had come to no opinion 
which maiie it neceffary for them to treat; fuch bad been the 
rcfult of their former conduit. The riglu honourable gentle-^ 
man had pcrtiiacicd the houfe to leave them open, and they 
had neglcdtcd the time upon which other ftatcfmcn, and other 
cabinets, had wifely feized, and happily improved. If the 
houfe dclircJ, therefore, that the bleflings ot peace iTiouId be 
reftored to this country, they muft take care that thv prefent 
addrefsi Ihould be precife ai>d articulate. If it w'as no^ clear 
and intelligihie, it was fit that ic ihould be amended, and the 
experience of laft year fliould convince them tnat no loop¬ 
hole fhould be left, no latitude given, to that difpofition to, 
e(]iiivocatc, which they bad fo much reafon to lan^ent. 

VojL, 11 . 1795. 3B Speaking;^ 
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Speaking of Franee, the right honoMtablc gentleman had faitf, 
that the prdent was a fit government with which to treat; 
andhe amifed his honourable friend (Mr. Grey) of having 
• made a flip of the tongue, when ho faid that by a lingular fta'te 
of things they might be faid to be attacking the French 
cenflitution which tninifiers were defending. It was no flip 
of the tongue ; nor was there any thing w^rong in the rca- 
ioning. His honourable friend never otberways had defended 
the former confiitutions of France as being good govern¬ 
ments for the people of that country, but good in relation 
to otliers. He and every gentleman around him h^d con¬ 
tended, MU the conftitutions of France were well framed 
for the of the people of that country, bsit that they 

were fumciriit for all the purpofes of good neighbourhood, 
and of obferving peace and amity with others. Thc^ never 
attempted to defend the government of Rob'.-fpierre. 'fhe 
right honourable gentleman would not do him the it.juttice 
to impute to him an approbation of that deteftabK- moiifter. 
He had always faid that every one of the fucceflive govern¬ 
ments of F ranee had fhewn a difpolition and capacity for 
maintaining their treaties with foreign nations. He was of 
the fame opinicn lUl! j and if any one man lliould rife in his 
place, and alTert that he faw good reafon to believe that the 
prrfent government of France was more capable than any 
of its predccdfoi^ to m.ainuin. thofc relations, he mult t>nlv 
fay that he Ihould very much doubt either of his fincerity Jr 
his judgment.. It had been a darling expreffion to call the 
ftateof France for three years paft a Hate ol anarchy. It 
would have been a more correct defeription to call it a Hate 
of tyranny, imolerabic beyond that of any pci haps that ever 
was experienced in the hiftory of msn. 'I'o l.iy that he re¬ 
joiced in the probability of its termination wa-, he hojKi', 
imneceflary. He certainly rejoiced in i: as much as he aid 
ifli\the fall of the tyranny of Bourbon. Was that tyranny, 
I^Wi^er, c.npable of maintaining tcrtr.s with foreign powers f 
fflfdft certaiiily it was, . And if that affcition ihould be denied, 
he called upon gentlemen to produce a Angle inihnee in 
^hich they had departed from the ftrict performance of their 
ei^agemcntsj a finglc inftance in which any one of the ad- 
verfc parties that tore one another in pieces, and in their def- 
picablc and horrid confli^s tore allb thb bofom ol’ their county, 
ever vn-lated the engagements they had ntade out of France. 
Did nof the Briflbtine party maintain the treaties of then 

S edcciifcrs i Did not the execrable tyrant Rohefpierre him- 
f t^jbferve vritb equal fidelity the treaties made by Brifiot ? 
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Were not Ws fucceflbrs equally fleady in their perfeverancc 
in the external fyftem which had been adopted? It had been 
revnarked wiih truth, that no one time in the French revo¬ 
lution h:id been marked by a more facred regard to the neu« 
trality of foreign power?, than the reign of that execrable 
tyrant Robefpierre; and it would not be denied, but thit 
treaties had been made with tyrants as execrable; and con- 
fidering what fort of treaties n)iniftcrs had made, with whorn 
(hey had made them, and what ads of bafe and abandoned 
f)ranny they had not difcountenanced, it was not worthy the 
manly character of the Britifli nation to abet in their 
refifhince to a treaty with France. '; "?• 

Having thus fliewn, what in his mind, hcFefr to be the 
futility of all objection to treat on account of the infecurity nf 
treatv, Mr. Fox came to ihcir next argument, that Fr.nre was 
at this time in the greateft poflible diltrefs. Granted. Was 
th.it a rc.:fbn for treating at prefent ? Was it becaufe this ve y 
itab!** government was on the pohit of annihilation, that it was 
c.ipable of maintaining the relations with foreign powers? 
The abfurdity was too grofs for argument. If their diftrefs 
was rcafon for treating with them, had they not this djfTrcIs 
a twelvemonth ago ? Let them remember the fpecches of the 
right honourable gentleman and his noble friend on the flale 
of their aflignats, when they faid that their depreciation was 
at tlic rate of 80 per cevu Aye, but they had not tome to 
fufHciont Jill refs tj be Iblicituus of peace, and it flcms they 
were by tins time come to that difpofition. And v.»het was 
of more c^Mifcqucncc, it feemed that they had at prefent a 
confticutlon, which was quite fit for all the purpofes of nego¬ 
tiation. If minifters depended upon this flender thread, our 
ft'canry was flight indeed. He was not about to praife or to 
cciifurc their new conflitution; that he owned could be efti- 
maud only by experience. But whether it w'as good, bad, 
or indiffeicnt,^ did not lignify a farthing to the preTent argu¬ 
ment. It was not their enquiry, w'hether it was calculated 
to give happinefs to the people of France, it was none 
of their concern ; it was not with the conftitution, nut 
with the government of France, that they had to do. 
That government they had biforc, and had, he would venture 
to fay, in as perfecl a (hape as they had at prefent. Nay, if 
they could truft to an afiertion that had been made in tfuit 
houfe but very lardy, had it more perfcSIy, lince it was fald, 
that fome of iheir geneials had violated the treaty that had 
been made with Pruifia. What was the conftrudiion to Ixe, 
put upon that condusitThat the government, the only one^ 
3 B 2 und^ 
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undpr whlc^ the flighlcft violation of treaty had been known 
fxnce the: revolution, was alfo the only one with which it was 
pro[^r to treat, [/t zvas zjahijpcred ^4:rofs the hrufe^ that .the 
violaiien alluded to haf^ened before the eliabl f ment f ihc pre- 
^cvermaent^^ Before ! faid Mr Fox : it was cxprcfsly 
ftated as an argument by the other fide of the houfe, that day 
fcv’niiighr; that it was toially without foundation he believed; 
he certainly never had heard it except in that houfe upon tha: 
occafion. But, oh, they were to have pcflciSl coiifivlence in 
thefc identical men, becaufe France had two hoiifcs of iegula- 
ture inftcad of cnc. Their nature was to be ciian«>cd, ihelr 
infmccrity. fb be corretSled, and every objection to be at an 
end, beca^lb France had at this time tw'o hoi fes inftead of 
one 1 There was fomethlng fo extremely whimf'cal, and fo 
unworthy of ftatefmen, in that mode of reafoning, that he 
would not flop to reply to it. IJe did not mean to critlclfc 
the prefent French coaflitution ; he ccr.ainly thought it better 
planned than any of the preceding j but he would not trufi 
to it with greater confidence than to any of its forcrunhers. 

Theoiiginof the war was the topic that next prefented 
'itfeif, in w'hich he would not ceafe to fiv, liut minifU is were 
the aggrefibrs. It w'as their eternal anfwcr to if .st charge, 
that France had declared the war. I tieir ii.crflant recur¬ 
rence to that feeble fubterfuge proceeded from a cenfeif us 
qualm that tha accufation was wrell founded. In his opinioiu 
even in a caie of a^ual infult, it was the duty of ilatcinxu 
to attempt to procure redrefs by negociation betorc they re¬ 
curred to the argument of war. Had niimiter> taken that 
courfe? The pretexts w'cre, that the French h vJ threatened 
to deprive our allies, the Dutch, of ihe free na\ igation ot the 
Scheldt, and that they had made a declaration threatening all 
the world with the dangers of friitcrnity. Grant that thcle 
were legitimate grounds upon whidi ii was the duty of this 
country to demand fatisfa£tion, was it not the duty of mini- 
fiprs to negociatc for that fatisfadlion r The French had a 
minifler at our court. Why did they not exprefs to that 
mimfier the terms upon which they would continue their 
amity? In every cnrrcfpondence of the fort it w'as ii;cun'.bcnt 
on both parties to ftatc explicitly what they defircd to be done, 
and what they would do in return. Let geutlemen look at 
the corrcfpoiidcncc which had been pnblifbcd, and they would 
fee that there was no declaration on the part of miiiifters 
upon what terms they were difpofed to continue their amity. 
lH^nt even to government their demand, that the French 
pj^re the aggjeffors, and that tlic war was merely a delcnfivc 
" war? 
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war; then if was the nature of a dfefenfivc war that it (hould 
be pm fued on the motives of defence, and that every moment 
&ould be feized upon when It might be poflible to obtain the 
Security for which it was undertaken. He appealed to the 
houfe and to the c<»untry if this had been their conduit ? He 
demanded whether, after the defeat of Dumouricr, when 
Belgium was recovered, and when French Flanders was over¬ 
run, a peace upon the terms of fecurity, and upon fuch terms 
as wc had not at this time either reafon or right to expeft> 
might not have been obtained ? If the war had been really 
dcfcnfivc, if it had been undertake*!! only to refttl encroach*- 
meats, terms ought then to have been ofEtftsd upon 
which wc might have procured reparation, fecority and 
iaJemnity. Terms were offered by the French : Marat.was 
fent here commiffioned to offer terms. But they were denied. 
Upon what prinr.^^ i. ' Not btcaufe we were fighting about 
'1 limit, :.bout a boundaiv ; but for that fccuriry which could 
only be obui .eel by t! c doHruction of their government. 
would n it fay that it was exprefsly Hated that the ancient 
rro/urchy Ihould be reinftated, lliough, by the bye, lord 
Hood, in his declaratmn at Toulon, had imprefied that opinion 
upon every part <;f Fri*nce; but both then, and at every 
period iincc, it had been the avowed objedt of minifters in the 
war, to ddtrey the Jacobiu government. Was the jacobin 
government ddlroyed ? Was the government founded on the 
Rights of Man at an end ? II:ul the declaration of the 19th of 
November, lyip, been any otherways abandoned than it had 
been two ycais ago? Why had they not then treated before? 
ikeaufe they had objected to treat expref !y with any govern¬ 
ment founded oil the Rights of iVIati. He would not lay that 
the right honourable gciKltman had gone the length of aflert- 
ing that it would be a ail jfitcnhricjum ; he had faid 

there might be a cafe of cxti.;mity, but Ue intrtxiuced a 
4jiiotatioii which had this uTl, that it left an imprclfion of hii 
meaning on the mc:nory, and the wufvis were not liable to 
inifcomtrudtion. ILs quotation was—— 

** F.>toic o’Mp plurun.’i lij' u 
fult. To:o curucuni ciik Cv-rp'ju* ** 

Such w'ds the right honourable gentleman’s declaration* 
But wc W'cre at length come to a government, when we 
might furrender all our former alicrtions, and fafely treat for 
peace. Had we then obtained the obje£is of the war? The 
fiift was our obligation to defend our ail)\ the'States Gc-» 

neral. 
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neral. He had always lamented the fate of that unhappy 
l^ople. They were entangled in a fituation, from which, 
whoever were conquerors, they could not cfcape; whoever 
gained, their ruin was inevitable. Had we £ivcd our ally ? 
ft was the boatt that wc had taken the Cape of Good Hope. 
Good God, was thisfafcty for Holland ! We had abandoned 
their pofTcfEons in Europe to France, while we had marked 
out their dependencies in the Eaft for our fliare of the plun¬ 
der. Our protefiion was like that of our allies tow'ard Po¬ 
land ; we divided it its fafcty ; and it was an argument 
for having abandoned all its Euicpean polTeflions to France, 
that W'c had feiyed, or were about lo feize, on ail its Afiatic 
tcrritoriet.fdr ourfdves. He coi.ld net help again digrcffing 
to one of the attacks which had been made upon himfclf. 
What (it had been fa id) would you be fo daifardly as to nc- 
gociate for a peace with France, and leave HoJIaiui in their 
hands?*’ Even from this attack: he w^s delst^reJ, niinifters 
had agreed to become the daftards, and to treat with 
France, pofleiTed of Holland. This they muft acknowledge, or 
agree with him that there was notiiing daftardly in the pro¬ 
portion laft year. He wuflitd to God it were as probable 
now as it was then, that it might hr recovered by ncgoci- 
ation. He ilill trufted it W'ould be fo. T here were other 
reafons that, at this time, induced them to negociate for 
peace. The domeftic ftate of this country w'as changed. He 
could not avoid remarking how' the arguments varied. If 
they were fpeaking upviji the fediiious Bill-S and he fhould 
aflert that there were no cxceflls in the country, that called 
for fuch unconflitutional icftraints, he fliould inftnntly have 
a fet of pamphlets and hand-hills p: educed, and hear them 
read to prove that Great Britain was dinoit in a ftate of re¬ 
bellion ; but if he fliould demand why the prefent was a more 
fit time than aiiy^other to negociatc for peace, he Ihould be in- 
ftantly anfwered, bccaufc we were haj^pily fafe at home 
againli all danger of Jacobin piinclpics. If he fhould fay 
that by the incrcalc of our debt, by ilic daily growing load 
of national burthens, there was umch dilcontciit in the coun¬ 
try, it would i'c anlwered, no fuch thing, the example of 
France has checked every fymptora of difcontciit with the 
prefent order of things. I'hcn wl»y [^afs the abominable 
Bills? Why? it would on the other ildc be arifw^ered, be- 
caufe there was fornething fo perverfe a;.d obfiinatc in the fe- 
ditious multitude, that nothing but depriving us of our con- 
fiitution could make us falc. In tiiis way did they rcafoii. 

Each 
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Each meafure had its own (lyle of j||ite|ient; audit was 
thought neceffary to infult the undcrftancUng, as well as to 
impoje chains up.on the perfon. Wc had failed then in 
Holland ; and we had failed at home. What had wc done 
for the reft of Europe ? What for PruQta, Spain, and 
Auftria ? What had been the fate of the war in general? 
His honourable friend had fpoken generally of our Jifafters, 
with the exception of our naval exploits. The right honour¬ 
able gentleman, with that peculiar c.irt of candour which be¬ 
longed to hiinfelf aione, h-id thrown out an infmuation that 
honourable friend had foigot the atthievcments of his ij- 
luftrious father. \Yhat fortunate smpreflion his candid fneer 
had made upon the Houfc, he \v )’jld not enquire^ , riis ho¬ 
nourable friend had fpok^'n g'Mierally of the d.faffers of the 
war, without thinking it nc-ccHaiy to euumente the particu¬ 
lar inflances in which, under the condu^'f of great and gallant 
oinccrs, even the incapacity of minifters had not deprived the 
] 5 ririfli ar ms or glory. What great advantages, however, 
had we obtained in the Wcft-Indics^ except the glory of 
Charles Grey’s atchicvcmcnts ? Would any man fay that the 
manner of the lofs of Giiadaloupe and St, Lucre did not make 
us lament their prc\ ions conqueft Again therefore h .‘ af- 
ferteJ that t)ic war had been difaflrous, inaimuch as wc had 
failed in every objecL Wc had loft H dlind, wnich was one 
object of the war; and we had fettled and impiintc.l difeon- 
teuton the minds of the people of England, not merely by 
the calamities arifing from the war, but fom the meai'ures wc 
had taken, and were yet taking, to ftifle that difeontent. 
Peace however was fud to be ivar ; perhaps he thought it 
was near, but he didi r.o: think lb on account of the meftage 
from the throne, tii.* titought fo hc-ca if'e minifters ftdt the 
fenfc of the courui; 10 ’.c (Jcclarci! againft the war; becaule, 
however they might nfFect 10 mincprcllnt the feeding of the 
country in their fp cchcs, they Ldt m their hearts, and there 
was not one man in tiv kingdom, the race of money jobbers, 
contra£lors and iniereftcu' perlbiis only • xcepteJ, who was not 
fick of the war, ns well as of the mif rahle pretext** for carry¬ 
ing it on. Me thought, thcrefere, that to fix mimifters to the 
point, they Ihouid ad^'pt the arnendmci'.t. It was a vulgar 
opinion, and the moft vulgar of opinions, that it was con- 
ttantly difadvanrag^'ous lor a power at w'ar to be the firft to of¬ 
fer terms of pcacL. Nothing could be more untrue ; the ex¬ 
perience ot hiftory proved the reverfe. It was frequently an 
advantage to the ofeier; and he would venture to fay, that 
if they were to oflVr peace upon juft and rcafonable term?, it 

would 
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' •‘•{'if, ^ • ' 

^^rould not be in of the Direflory, nor the Houfe of 

Ancients, nor the nll^Houfcs joined, to refufe thofc terms. 
Thfe .people \vouId force them to agree to them. 

The honourable gentlemen had not thought it ncccfTafy td 
qpep his motion for the Addrefs with any expofition of the 
Ytafons why the mc/Tage had been brought down at this very 
remarkable <?onjuniiufc. The fpcech from the l inonc was 
made pn the sgtk of October, and then nofoch intimation was 
given; but the right honourable gentleman had fai J, that a 
declaration tantamount to the prefent was made in the K-ng’s 
Speech, and that the people from that fpeech would have been 
juOified the prefent nieflagc.' They mufi judge 

impf^^on by the effects. The fpeech from the Throne 
had produced no fenfation on the funds. What had the melfage 
produced ? A rile in the funds that day of 5 or 6 per eent / 
He came therefore now to a material part of the prefent en¬ 
quiry. Why Jrad not the right honourable gentleman made 
known the fubflance of this me/Iage before, or at leafl why 
not ftatc his reafons in juflification of doing it at thi*; molt 
futpicious moment? It had been the good practice til] his time 
* of clofing the Loan only the day before it was opened to Par¬ 
liament. If the right b<^nourable gentleman had made his 
l^an in that way,,he muit acknowledge that, with the terms 
of this meflage in his pocket, he ought to have rnadc term*? 
ipaterially different. If he had this mellai>,e in Ins mind, and 
folt himfcif bound not to make an open Loan, in what predi¬ 
cament did he ftand? Meffrs. Boyd and Co. very hatuiromely 
left it to him 10 propofe the terms ; thei:, with the knowledge 
of this intention, ought he not to have made a bargain upou 
the ground of the imprelHon which this meffage was calcu¬ 
lated to make ? Were the circumilance*? of the country fuch, 
that he was bound to make the bargain a week before he 
<y>ened it? Perhaps the fufpicion wa> well founded, that his fc- 
cretcontradl with the gentleman,onarcountofbjHs coming due 
Oji the I oth of December, was that the bargain fhou) J be made 
bbfore that day? He called upon every gcnilomen,however, who 
h^rd him to fa v» if he could believe it poflible thiit any change 
could have hap|>ened fo material as to juftify the concealment 
of this intiinr.tion until after he haJ made his bargain, and then 
tp bring it forth to fwcll the hnia to fuch a height j or, that, 
if ?my cjrcumftance bad arifen to juftify the concealment then, 
apd the intimation at ibis rime, to fay why the honourable 
gentleman fhould notbe chilled upon to llaic them. A 
had been fuffered by the public of not lefs, on the meaneff com*- 
potation, than 150,000!. This hud been put into the pockets 
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ofperfons who talked loudly of their independence, and of 
the difintcrefted fupport that they gave to miniilers. It was 
not his pradicc to impute anything pcrfonally corrupt to the 
right honourable gentleman, and he did not impute to him 
any thing of the kind then ; he did however think that, in de- 
Qcacy and in duty, in regard to himfelf as well as to the.coun- 
try, he was called upon to explain this extraordinary tranC* 
aftion. It was a direft robbery upon the public of 5 or 6 per 
cent, upon the whole Loan, if with the knowledge of bis inten* 
tions he made his bargain without a public declaration of the 
change that had taken place ; and he mu ft prove that he did 
not know of this change but a week before be declared it. 
The change, however, was now announced, ttetruftedthe 
declaration would not have the fate of former declarations. 
He /hould rejoice in the day of peace, come when it would. 
When it did come, he fliould certainly be thankful; but he 
fhould not forget the origin of the war, nor its conduft. iJc 
trufted that with the rciurn of peace we fliould alfo have a 
return of the conftitution. He fliould truly rejoice, if, with 
the blelnngs of peace, we were alfo to have the next defirable 
blcfling, that of freedom, of which we were about to be de¬ 
prived. With regard to fome perfons in the cabinet, with 
whom kc had long been in the habits of agreement and friend- 
fliip, he knew not what eiTecl peace was to produce upon them. 
'Fhcy had differed upon the principles of the prefent war. If 
peace fliould put an end to the differences between them, and 
morcparriculaily to their former habits of thinking and afHng^ 
he fliould uridoubtcdly fee the day with peculiar fenfibility. 
He owned, hovvevtr, that he liad very little expedation "of 
fuch an event. He was not fo fanguine as to look for fuch 
a return. However that might be, he fhould i!) difeharge 
his duty to his country, if he did not ftcadily refolve to do 
his utmoft to bring mlniftcrs to a ftrid account for all the 
c.'ilamities that this war had engendered. 

Mr. Se.reiary DunJas began with obferving that, the right 
hon. gentleman (Mr. Fox)had, with much warmth, ailertcd,his 
right of giving his opinion freely upon the condud of atliumi- 
ftration through the whole courfe of the war. He was very 
far from dcfiring to queftion the right of tiut gentleman, or 
of any other member in the Houfc, to invefligote the mcafures 
of minifters, and to cenfurc them, if they appeared deierving 
of blame; on the other hand, however, inlnillers had an 
equal right to reply to thofe attacks, to point out any miftate- 
meiit of fads, or any fallacy of reafoning which their oppo¬ 
nents might adopt. It was with that view that he xoTe to maker 
VoL. 11. 1795. 3C afeV 
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a few obfervatlons upon thefpccch of the right hon. gentleman 
who bad juft fat down. He could not avoid remarking, that 
the gentlemen on the other fide, who appeared fuch ftrenuous 
advocates lor peace at every part of the war, without any 
regard to the circumftances, fhouid all of a fudden, when, 
from his Majefty^s meflage, there appeared ftrong grounds to 
hope for the attainment of that hlcffing, turn fhort round, and 
throw every obftacle in their power in the way of it. Did 
gentlemen fuppofc th.it any human being could give them 
tredit for their profeffions of anxiety for a peace, when they 
propofed an amendment to theaddrefs, which they were aware 
muft be againft the fenfe of the majority of the Houfc, becaufc 
they contrived to intioduce into their amendment, principles 
which they knew had been repeatedly and folemnly difavowed 
by that majority ? Was then that amendment calculated to 
accelerate the blcftings of peace ? Or was it intended to lerve 
the purpofes of a party ? In that point of view he, and he 
believed ever)^ impartial man in the country, muft confider it. 
It was very far from his intention to go over the fame line of 
arguments which ha^ been fo ably enforced by his right hon. 
friend (Mr. Pitt,) bccaufe, in fo doing, he Ihould only difguft 
the Houfe, and injure the caufc he meant to fupport. He 
Ihould only, therefore, proceed to obferve upon fomc points 
in which he conceived his right hon. friend had been unfairly 
mifteprefented. The right hon. gentleman who fpokc lall 
(Mr. Fox) had entered into a long argument, to prove that 
^ere was no difgrace or impropriety in being the iirft to pro- 
pofe terms of peace, and had ftiripcd it fo as to make it appear 
asananfwcrto fomethiny, that had fallen from the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer. He appealed to the rcct^lleclion of the 
Houfe whether any thing had fallen from his right hon. friend 
at all tending to prove, that it was contrary to the intereft or 
the honour of a country to make the firft advances toivards a 
peace. Indeed, there were fo many indire£l and collateral 
means of founding each other’s intention, that it was frequently 
difficult todifeover which party firft made the offer ; that was 
not however, the objedt of his hon. friend’s argument; he had 
only contended againft the injufticc of putting the executive 
power to thcncceffiry of making a peace, and at the fame time 
making minifters rcfponfiblc lor the terms. If ininifters were 
Ipiddown by the authoritative injunction of parliament to make 
a peace, with what fuccefs could they treat ? They muft fay to 
grant the enemy. We wilh to ncgociate, and wc hope you will 
us favourable terms ; but whether you do or not, wc muft 
make fome peace or ocher. What terms the enemy would 

grant, 
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grant, in a treaty commenced under fuch circun:iftan<je5, he. 
would leave to the Houfe to determine. All that, he contended 
foTi was that as miniflers were refponfible to parliament, and to 
their country, for the advice they gave his msjefly, their 
judgment and their adlions ought to be lefw unfettered. If 
diat argument were juft, and he thought it impoflible to con¬ 
trovert it, did it riot apply ftrongly againft the prefent amend-f 
meat, the ncceiTary effedt of wliich would bp to bind tip 
hands of the executive power, and to lay the country at the„ 
mercy of France ? ^ 

T'hcre was one mode of debating, which the gentlemen on. 
the other fide uniformly made ufe cf, which he had often com<« 
plained of, and againft which he nowdcfired moft ferioufly to 
proteft ; it was this ; in the courfe of a debate they brought 
forward fomc mifreprerentation, eithtr of the arguments or 
of the intentions of adminiftration, and hSvrng once intro* 
duced the mifreprefentation, they never gave it up. It wasof 
no ufe to deny their affertions ; it was of no u(e to refute their, 
arguments; in every fuccceding debate, the charge was re¬ 
newed wiih as mucii boldnefs as If it had^cver been contra- 
diluted. One of thefe mifreprefentatlons, he laid, Wi.s the 
charge whiv^h had been fo uniformly advanced agr.inft minifterr, 
that they commenced the war, and carried it on f.r the purpofe 
of fcftoiing the ancient dcfpotifm of l-’rancc. In vain had 
minifters denied the charge, it was ft ill prclTed upon them ; 
and even at this time, when minifters thought the government 
of France were in a fituation ftifely to be treated with, they 
were accufed of having given up the grounds upon which they^ 
commencvti the war, and of hiving changed their 

fyilem. As far as related to himTeir, he h:*ci no objedion to 
declare it as his opinion, that it would he happier for France, 
and for Europe, if we had at preftnt to treat vvith a monarchy 
inftcadpf the prefent form of government: but did any one 
exprellion ever fall from Minifters, which c 'uveycu an intend 
tion of continuing the war until the mor.archy of France was 
reftored ^ There was no change of opinion, therefore ; no di- 
rclldion of their fyllcin to be imputed to government. 

Another charge advanced with etjual truth, and maintained 
with equal i>crti,nacity, was, that minifters, in objeding to 
treat with France, had been governed, in that determination, 
merely by the lorm of government, which, at the time, pre¬ 
vailed in France, without taking into confideration the general 
pofture of affairs. Of the injuftice of this accufation he hoped 
to be able 10 convince die Houfe in a few words. When the 
fight honourable gentleman made his motion for peace laft 

3 C 7 
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year, were not the then exifting ftate of clrcumftances a 
mon^et reafon againft commencinff a negociatioh than the 
/bren government which then exiTled ? What was the ftate 
we were in at that period ? The French were fuccefsful on 
Continent, ^nd they became immediately poffefled of all 
TOe coaft. Whether that unhappy people might have done 
more in defence of their country, it was not then his intention 
to enquire; at leaft, we had the fatisfeSion of being cenftious 
of having made every poiSble exertion to check the prog refs 
of the enemy, aiid to fave our allies. In anfwcr to part of 
the honourable gentleman’s fpecch, that the inftant the French 
becaipe pollefiied of Holland, he begged leave to fay, the idea 
occurred to him of getting pofieilit^n of the Cape of Good 
Hope. Whether government would, under any circiim- 
ilances, give up that valuable acquifition, was a point u|»on 
which he ftiould not then give an opinion, except merely to 
fa\', that it would not be "iven up without an ample com- 
penfation. 

'"J'o recur, however, to his argument, he apperdej to the 
• recoUeciion of every gentleman, whether, at the time of which 
he was fpeaking, the whole country was not inn ftato ot alarm, 
becaufc the circuiriftances which were expected to rcfult from 
the French becoming pa:Teflcd of the wealth, the refourcc^, 
the navy^ and the j.orrs of Holland, were feri(nr« indeed? 
They were nc-t at tK it time debating, as they were then, 
whether it w'ould not bo expedient to dccreafe the number of 
our forces ? No, all WJs apprehenfion ■, the whole caftern 
iCoaft of the kingdom was in a ftate of panic. He thanked 
God moft folemiily, that tncre did exift fuch a panic, bcca-ufe 
the rcfult of it was, that incrcafe of our navy, which had 
placed us above the reach of danger. When he ufed the 
word panic, he did not mean a cowardly panic, the refult of 
which was defpair and abject fubmi/Hon, but that alarm which 
:i great nation might feel, and which produced great and 
powerful exertion', and was totally the reverfe of that panic 
which unfortunately prevailed throughout Holland. But was 
(hat the time, were thefe the circumftanccs, under which it 
would have been prudent or politic to have negotiated for 
peace? Or was there any kind of comparifon between our 
fituation then and at prefent ? At that timCi from the great 
fuccefs of tLt French arms, their republic feemed not only to 
^ indiviable, but invincible. Had we made peace then even 
if we had obtained tolerable terms, at all events France would 
have retained her power ; and, what was perhaps ftill worfe, 
they would have retained the pride, with which their fucccflcs* 

infpired 
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infpired them. Were the Auftrians at that tiiuc as fuccefs- 
ful as they have fince been in repelling the enemy ? Had 
Manlieim furrcndcred, with a garrifon <»f ten thoufand men? 
'I'he objedl of Great Britain was not entirely to efi-e<?i any 
particular form of government in France, but fo to reduce 
their power, as to give, at Jeait, a fair probability that any 
peace we might m'akc fhould be peimanent. And had they 
not biCcccdH in their a-t mpt. it be "contended that 

the power of France w:r>^ in ? ^y cl-j/see, hi the fame ftatc as 
it was at the period to which he /I'.luciul ? 

The word difgrnce .had been applied to our operations. 
Th.at we had failed in Ibme of our objects, and hpcu fortu¬ 
nate in lome few ififti*nces, be w is re.dy to a lrnft; but that 
the ind;v;diials employed^ or the nation had fufflied any thing 
like dtfgracc, was a propoliiion which he uttcily denitJ. And 
he would vcntiiiL' to aflert, without thi hazard of contradic¬ 
tion, thrtt, taking intoconiid- ihc objects for which wc 

had contended, nnj the nature of the e Kmfy witn whom we 
had to contend, upon the whole, this had bee n a moft fuc- 
ccliful war, 1 he tin ee objects which any Ifatefman, at the 
commencement ot a war, would with us to attain, viz. Mar¬ 
tinique, Cape Nicholas AIolc, and the Cape' cf Good Hope, 
were every one in our poiieffion. Added to tni«:, we nad ac- 
complirtied what we had never hoen able to efilct in any 
former w^r; w'e had fut?cerded In dc ftioying the commerce 
of our rival, and in r^iining their n-.arine. 

The ri jhc honoumblc gentleimn had contended, tliat, f'om 
the dilirelied ftntc in whicn tl^e French wcie Jail year, they 
mull have liecn anxious for peace, bo far from that afllriion 
being true, he would maintain, that this was the very firfl: 
moment, timing the whole couife of the war, in which the 
enemy had flicwn any (ymptorns' cf a di-lire for peace. As 
proof of this, he referred to me uraform language held by 
the Convention. Hcdedrcd the Houfc to remember the dc- 
ciaracionS of the government of France, wlien they made 
peace with Pruffia. I'hc principal motive they affigned for 
making j>eace with that monaren wa^, that they might turn 
their whole forco towards England, and wdth better eftecl 
endeavour its dc(tru£lion. Tiie Houle muft remember their 
declaration, that the New L\irth.igc on the Banks of the 
'i'hames murt be overturned. 'Fhis w.iS not the language 
of the Convention alone ; it was heard with tranlport by a 
majority of the French nutitm. Nay, fo general was the per- 
^'ualion that the object would be accornnlilhcd, that their 
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foldicrs nnd failors had filled their pockets, in imagination, with 
the wealth of London. 

Another argument advanced by the right honourable gentle-. 
man was the circumftance of France having declared war 
againd us, which he had maintained was no proof that they 
were the aggrcffbrs j, and that, on the contrary, we had pro¬ 
voked the war. He was ready to admit, that it might happen 
that tin; party who firft declared war were not the aggreflurs ; 
but vras that true with refpeft to the prefent war ? Had they 
not, for fomc months previous to the declaration of war, been 
guilty of the moft unprovoked aggreflion, from the time of the 
retreat of the Duke of Brunfwick, and the embaflies from 
this country? They hardly attempted to conceal their hoftilc 
views agalnll the conftitution of England. It was faid, we 
might negotiate. We did negotiate. And what was the re- 
fult ? How did thej' explain this f.itnous decree of the 19th of 
November ? They would not interfere in the internal concern 
of any other country, *unlefs the general i'enl'e of the pfople 
was againft their government, and they were in\ ited, by the 
majority, to give theira/liftance. Who were to be the judges 
of this general will ? The French ! This was all that could 
be obtained by negotiation. 

There were but two points more upon which he fuouiJ 
trouble the Houfe. Gentlemen appeared to him to talk of a 
peace with too much certainty of its being at band. 'I'ho 
me/Tage did not hold out an immediate promife of peace; it. 
only faid, that we were ready to negotiate upon fair and ho¬ 
nourable terms. He thought it neceflary to fay thus much, 
in order that he might not be accufed of an attempt to delude 
the Houfe and the country, if unfortunately they fliould not be 
able to attain the objeiS they all wifhed. 

The only other point of the right honourable gcntljcman'a 
fpecch, upon which he wifhed to obferve, wa<:, an .ifl’errion that 
miniftcrs reprefented the danger arifing /roni fedicious fucicties 
here, to be greater or lefs, juft as it fuitcJ their argument. He 
bad no objefliofi to contcis, that he thougrit the danger lefs at 

S cfent than at the latter end of the year 1792. And wh) ? 

ot bccaufe they had renounced thcii principles ; not becaufe 
they had decrcafcd in numbers ; but becaufe the people had 
recovered from the infatuation under which they laboured 
with refpr^A to French doflriiiesi becaufe the people were 
at th:$ time more upon their guard againft the machinations 
of the dif4iflrc£ied ; and becaufe government had oppofed bul¬ 
warks againft any further attempts they might make. 
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But to conclude :(Mr. Dundas faid j)if hon, gentlemen do not 
tWnfchis Alajefty's miniftersfincere in the declaration contain¬ 
ed in the mcflages, I give a flatcontradi£lion to fuch an idea. 1 
* hope they will be able to bring the country happily out of the 
war, and extricate it from its foreign as well as domeftiefoes 
but the negotiation For a peace muft be left to the executivo 
government to choofe the when, the where, and the how; 
they muft not be told they have a double refponfibility placed 
on them, and yet be (hackled, according to the terms of the 
amendment. The country muft not rely too much on its 
being brought to a Fpcedy iflue; that depends much on the ene¬ 
my. If the funds have rifen this day in the proportion ftated^ 

I know nothing of it, nor am 1 the operator to influence them* 
If the country was now more fecurs againft fedition and ac¬ 
tual danger, it was not from a more temperate fpirit in the 
feditionifts, but bccaufe they had been better {guarded againft ; 
and that the different volunteer corps had checked their views* 
I have only one more obfervatlon to make. His Majefty^s 
meflage could not have come at fo proper a period as after 
the fupplies had been granted for carrying on the war an¬ 
other year.” We have now proved to our enemies we were 
prepared for either alternative. With regard to any knowledge 
which his Majefty’s minifters had of the propofed melfage, he 
could afiurc the Houfe, it was not in their contemplation when 
the loan was agreed on. 

General Smith remarked, that minifters bad no reafon to 
nlume thcmfclvcs upon the prcicnt fituatiori of the Auftrians j 
becaufe, compared with that in which they were at the time 
the hft moti >n for peace was inadt, it was infinitely woifc. 
They then had poftjJion cf Luxembourg; at prefent they 
had no one fortrefs on the left of the Ilhine. He had origi¬ 
nally fuppor ted the war; but, when minifters difeovered their 
total want of capacity to conduct ir^ and alfo that they were 
equally ignorant of th'ir own uIjccL, he thought it nccefl'ary 
to vote for a fpeedy jiepotiatifm i<)r peace. 

Afr, Sheridan explainer! a part oi his fpcech, which had he 
faid, been mifreprcfcnied by the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
The objccl of his am- ntiment was to prevent rninifteis, of 
whofe fincc rity he had many doubts, from making any pof- 
fiblc change in the internal fituation of France an c\cufe for 
breaking offa negotiation. In ar»fwci to the invidious reflec¬ 
tion of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, addrefed to his ho¬ 
nourable friend ("Mr, Clrey), ‘‘ That the fim had appcarcdl CO 
forget the fervices of the father, (Sir C. Givy)’’ he remark¬ 
ed, that minifters haJ completely forgotten them, as that 
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meritorious ofiker was Jiterally the only one entrufted with 
important conimaml, who had received no mark of favour 
irom his Majeftv’s governmeat, » 

, Mr, Sheridan’s amendment was negatived without a divi<* 
fion* 

'I'he original Addrefs was then carried.-*-Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

TJmrfiajy December iQj 

PETITION. 

7he Duke of Bedford pi\‘h^nt;‘c! a petition from the nobility, 
clergy, freeholders, anJ inhahitaiii'^ of the count/ of Bedford, 
agaiim the bill for the better lecurity of his Mi»jefty*s pcrfon, 
and for the preventing of feditiou*; afTemblivb ; which being 
read, he moved that lie on the table. 

T/v E^/r/ of OJfory thou^tiit it ncceflary to fay a few words 
with refpect to the petition, it being very dift'erent from the one 
which he fJd he fhould have tlic honour of prefcating to the 
houfe the next d.sy, and uliicli v.'H:!d;er.!!y be what that 
jnnported to be, the fenfe c.f the meeting of the county of 
Bedford. To (hew that he was warranted in this airertion, 
he read the advcriifemcnt, figned by the high fhcriff, which 
called n meeting exprciMy of the nobility, gentry, clergy, and 
freeholders of the county, they met in the hall, the 

Earl faiJ, a great number of perfons vt another dcfcriplion 
intruded, on which a difference of opinion arofe upon the 
cjupffjon, whether they o;;ght vj be admitted ; and, as tbw 
certainly formed a majority of the .*JicmbIy, he the high fhenlfy 
and a r.uniber of freeholders wiihdievv from it, when the ad- 
dreff, juit prcfciiu J, propo cd bv the noble duke, and 
figned by the pci Tons preknt; they might be inhabitants, but 
certainly inhabit ^nrs v/erc not :hc dcfcnptlon of peribns called 
together by the liigh fhc:i:;. 

^Jhc Duke cf huiford laid, he found it ncceflary to enter into 
feme little JL*t.dl refpccling thenievling and petition. About 
the aoth of Nevemut'/, a rvephn ic:;, ugued by fetcraJ gentle¬ 
men ct :iic cuur.tf of ikdfcrd, to which iic faid, lie added his 
name, was ieiit to the hi. h fficrifi’, deUring him to call a 
mecUiig of tlie ;iubiiity, gciitry, fre^ holders, 'and inhabitants 
of ih^t county, to addrcis hi? or the late outrage on 

his peifon, to pray him to icflorc the bleflings of peace, and 

SO 
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tdufccintoconfideratfoti the two Bills pending in parUment* 
To this the high ihcrifF returned him ail anfwer, that he 
IhoiilU alter fome words in the requifition, and then he mmutd 
call a meeting on the 4th of J>ecemb«r; delaying it 
lime that , there might be full attendance. Could any ghM 
have fuppofedy ti^t, byway of having tuli attendattce^ the 
high flicriff intended to exclude that defeription of petfont 
who refidcd near the fpot, and were likely to be natftef 0 U$|. 
yet Ibch omillion was certainly in hi.s cdvenifemcnt, and 
according to the noble Earl’s \vplanation, was his iutcntfom 
This advertifement appeared but**a day or two. before the 
meeting, when it was too late for him to make any remon-» 
ftrance. He attended the meet’ng as well as the noble 
Earl. The hiA fhcrifF opened the meeting with the rniru- 
fterial argument of ndfreprefentation by thofc who war# 
againft the Bills. After the high flier iff hid concluded,'he 
would have yielded the propofing the addrefs to his Mfljefty 
to the noMe Earl, if he would have confined it to that fiibje^ 
alone j biit he rather chofc to withdraw with his friends 10 
an inn in the town, and their lordfliips were to unJerftand 3^ 
petition there drawn up, in a private room, fpokc the fenle 0 $ 
the county more fully than the petition he had juft prefentv 
ed, which was procured at a public meeting; and which, irt" 
fo fliort a fpace of lime, had been figned by upwards of two 
thoui'md three hundred perfons! 

The- Earl of OJfory defended the chara-Sler of the high 
fhenff, and vvonJen d, from the incluftry that had been ufed^:, 
there had not been a much larger number of fignaturo|[^^i^^ 
that which the noble Duke had ftated it to contain. ^Thai^ 
the charge of mifrepiefentaiion was not ill founded, he begged 
leave to read a hand-bill, which, within eight and forty hour3 
of the meeting, had been circulated with the utmoft induftry. 
[This bill, in the moft forcible terms ftated, the nbjedions to 
the Bills W'hich oppofit'on ha»'C conftantly ufed.] The Es^ri 
declared he couid not lay the noble Duke had any concern in 
this bill, although it bore his name; and fome gentlemen^ 
with whom he was conne:tcd, among them his grace*s agent^ 
were very aditive in its circulation. 

. TheDuiiof Bedford laid, he knew nothing of the hand-bill 
produced by the noble Earl ; but, fo far was he from think-* 
ing it a grofs mifreprefenution, that, with the exception of 
one part, which related to the power of mngiftraics, he 
would fubferibe his name to it. 'I'ne produiSlion of the hand¬ 
bill, however, led him to notice an aiivcrtifcmmc which had , 
fince appeared, figned by the noble Eail, among othersy^ 
Voi.. II. 1795* 3D wheuiia 
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wi^rcinthe above meeting wasitermed a frmifcuous muUitud^ 
He might as well have followed the example of the grand cham- 
their caufC) and called tc a fwini/h multitude at once, 
not mean to pretend that the petiti<»i be had prefented 
not figncd by the inhabitants; and he faw no reafon why, 
iM^aufe none but freeholders could vote for reprefentatives, all 
^^thcr perfoRS were to be fuppofed to have no rights whatever. 
jSpfar was he from being of that opinion, that he would rather 
ijuive the fentim^nts of an hoiieft man, capable of judging, 
iban of the richeft merchant or contraftor the kingdom couul 
of. On feme of their lordfliips calling out Ilcar ! hear ! 
his grace faid, he would repeat it with the word rather^ bc« 
caufe the one would fpeak the honeft dictates of his heart, 
while the other would be influenced by his interefted coii« 
Jjexion’s. 

. JLofd Grenville rofe, with much warmth, to defend the 

t endeman alluded to (Mr. Burke), and was furprifcd that 
ich an alluflon Ihould be made by the noble Duke to the 
words fwinifh multitude, which, he faid, was as infamous a 
mifreprefentation as ever was made, and which the noble 
puke would fee, if he perufed the book ; it might very well 
fftiic the purpofes of Citizens Lee and Eaton, but it was be* 
i^eath his grace. His lordfhip then infilled that great mif- 
reprefentations had been circulated with regard to thefe Bills, 
and doubted not but a majority, and a very large majority of 
the people, W’ho were capable of judging, were in favour of 
(them. 

oj Bedford infilled that the greateil mirreprefenta* 
had been on the part of minillcrs. 

The Duke ef Leeds declared, that, to his knowledge, a 

f reat alarm had been fpread on the introduction of thefe 
(ffls, and that many perfons in the country, who wereaverfe 
to them, had withdrawn their oppofition, fearful of the coii- 
fequences that might enfue, 

; Earl Spencer thought the fair interpretation of the petition 
would be, that ts was from part of the nobility, &c. of the 
epunty, and the inhabitants of the town of Bedford, in fa£l» 
that it was the petition of thofe who had figncd it. 

The Earl of Ojfsry explained, that it had been fent to otbef 
parts of the country for figiiatures. 

The petition was then ordered to He on the table. 

MESSAGE RESPECTING FOREIGN TROOPS. 

Lerd Grenville moved the order of the day for taking hia 
Mjyefty's MciTage into confiderationt lefpeiSiiiig the landing 

ef 
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of foreign troopS) which being read» he moved an addre& 
of thanks. 

The Bail 9f Lauderdale fud, he did not rife to oppofe ttH( 
addrefs. He rofe meiely to require fome expianatioti on 
what occafioned the delay of thole troops, who fliould have 
failed weeks beipre for the place of their deilination. The 
expedition, which was fiaed out at an itnmenfe expence, 
ibould have failed in September, but, from the unpardonable 
delay, thole fliockmg calamines had arifen, which everjjr 
noble lord mud; reded on with hoiror He had not proba* 
bly as good information on the fubjtd as the noble Secretary 
of btatf, but what he had to alledi’e was grounded on Che 
information of gentlemen <^l integrity and veracity. The- 
men, rccruind as thc) wer^, could not promife much hopes 
to the cntciprilc of niini^crs, as a dyfentery raged amongft 
them , many were fwept away with difeafe; and thofe who 
furvjvcd were weak and fick’y. The confiderible fpace of 
time which the troops were kept encamped at Spike Ifland, 
near th^ harbour of Cork, rcnleredthe men fo extremely 
unhcalth), as to be unfit for fcrvicc; and he thought blanfie 
was imputable m lomc quarter, in not having the expedittoo 
ready for fca at an ci’liu fcalon. 

tarl Speuvtr (aiJ, tn'it, b loic nob^c lords ventured to 
come iorward mih fuch unqujLfi“d aiiert ons, from which 
they thought proper to deduce inici'‘nccs of cenfuie on mi- 
niftcis, they ought to be mo'-e trulv, and accurately informled 
of the ftatc of fovJis Witn regara t > the troops mentioned 
in the Meflage and Addrcls, he thould not lo fai forget his 
duty as to fay any thing as to il c p ice oi their deibnationp 
He allowed that the troops on Spike ifluid had been inMiaa 
ilace of health, but were not fo at prefent, they had, he 
been fome time fince embaikcd on boarJ the (hips again, and 
had a£luallly failed, and he had rcccncd letters from the 
captains of thole (lups, ailunng him they wciif better, andre« 
covering faft to a Itate of perfL^t health. As to the grand 
part of the expedition, it was intended to hate failed by the 
middle of September, but it could not be got ready. It was 
however ready by the beginning of O£);obcr, fince that tinte 
the wind had been uiuloimlv adverfe, and his Majefty’s 
minifters certainly could not be accountable for the elements 
over which they no had controul. The eagernefs of the 
naval commanders of this expedition had lately induced them 
to feixc the firfl: change of wind, without waiting to fee how for 
the weather would fettle, and unfortunately they had in a few 
hours Rftarkavjng port met with a dreadful ftortn, in whkh 
, 3 D R 
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thtey had received confidcrable datnagc, though not to the 
extent ivhich had been given out to the public. He was happy 
hcHiE'mrto aflure the houfe from his own knowledge, that 
damages had been repaired, and that the fleet failed 
‘ J ^i|>i3eceding day from Portfmouth to proceed on the expedi- 
His lordlhip repeated what he had more than oncede-^ 
^ glared, that trom the moment of his entrance upon office, that 
. hefcltaiid acknowledged himfclf to be rcfponfible for his con- 
duA as a Tncmber of the cabinet. 

Earl of Lauderdah faid, he was glad to learn from 
y the authority of the firll lord c.f the admiralty, that the 
; damages neverthelefs had been repaired, and th/it the fleet 
had failed: he did not fee any leafon why the fleet coiild 
not have been ready by the middle of September. It was 
well known when the expedition was planned, that it ought 
toikil by that time, ar.d as fuch ir ought to have been ready. 

^ When the father of the prefent miniftcr held the i ime ftation, 
be planned an expedition, and fent word to the tirli: lord of 
the admiralty, that it muft be ready, by <uch a ti.v»c j and, on an 
anfwer comi»>g that it could not be ready, he feiu woi J, that if it 
was not read) he would go down to the houfe and impeach 
the miiiirter in who<e department it lay. Certain it was that 
by the delays which had taken place, the expedition might as 
well not have been planned at all. 

^he queflion was put on the addrefs which was agreed to 
iiflRnimoufly. 

lils MAJESTY^S MESSAGE RESPECTING PEACE. 

, ^Tbe order of the day having been read for taking into con- 
the mciTage received the preceding day from his 
m 

' Tiojd Grenville faid he fhould content himfclf with njoifing^ 

« Tlu‘ an humble a<ltirc'ri be rrcfintcd to his ta/ctarn hli Majc% 

the thaoks of the ’ oufe for his moft gracious rneiragc— 

•* To ackuwic ige, vith the utmoit gutitude a'lJ fitisfa^tlon, his Majefty's 
condeTceiirioii and goodsicf: in having Lcvri gra' io. fly pJcalVd to a qualn: u;[», that 
the which was dcpcadrn^ at the conimentemrnt of c *e fenio;:, ha kO to 
fuch 4 UI ujder of ihhigi In Fran.,e, aa w'Jl induce h‘; Majeih, Cwnform-ib'y to 
the fenttmentahe h« already dedared, mett an) Jifpor.t'on ior nfgoctation on 
the par:of with eamtftdefrre r* give it the fullcfl an: fpe.iieft edfud, 

aod to Couciude a treaty of general peace wneneve;* it can be etTcwied on juii and 
fuiuble tonna for hijnftif and his allies,— 

<£ TOttflhir'Kts Majcity, that until that deriiable period 0ioU arrive, St la otr 
^dcf<r^>»qfsn t ' i-ootinur to afford his ^.tajefty that vlgarotts fo^^ort which 
pc w 'perftuuled is c0c»uai t.^ the mod hnporcaat intaefU of his htngilomi and 

• that 
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that it will yidd oi the higheft/gwifiaitloii if hit Majefty'i yowetfiil piepuadoafr ; 
and aaertioniy added to the itcent and important fuccciTcf of the Auftrian aimuea# ' 
and to the continued and growing embarraffments of the enemy, fiMmld habOthn 
happy efTedfc fpecdtly conducing to the rtfloratlon of general peace oa telt . • 
gruitnds as the juftice of the caole tn which this country is engaged^ aadte' * 
fituacionof aflFairs may«eiititle his Majefty to expedl.*' * , " 

The Marquis if Lanfdewn declared it would Have ' 

him extreme pleafure could he have brought his Oiind :: 

the moft unqualified aflent to the prcfent addrefs, whicfa^^iisllw" 
as he could jud^c from a curfory reading, be could hotwcofii" 
fidenc uvth his duty. He did not mean to quR^ oh die" ' 
mode of cxpreffion ufcd by his Majcfty’s itiiniffedi tut if 
they meant right, they would have avoided the lobfc and 
equivocal manner in which, particularly towards the concln-"“ ' 
fion of it, the addrefs was worded. He conrefled his doute^ 
of the fincerity of minifters, but taking it for granted, thaik" 
they were finc ere, there Was a time he niuft obferve when that 
houfe required proof, and it ihcir journals were read theyf 
would finJ it, but the energy of parliament had been leflen- 
ing, war after war, and was now become almoft excinA*. 
The great meafure of peace had been long completely upper 
moft in his mind, but he would at prcfent refrain from any' 
extraneous topic that did not apply to the queftion before thcoiw 
It was his firm beiiif, and it was an opinion that he fiiould 
maintain :o his lateft day?’, that jn tne prefent war the enemy 
were fiot the aggrefTors. Since the days of Cardinal Albe* 
roiii, a more romantic plan had not entered the mind of man, 
than that which at'*tuated minifters, with rcipcil to the fubJuiA 'i 
gation of France. The fubh quent conduct of minifters he 
reprobated as operating to withdraw <?onfidence from the 
people. They had been repeatedly called upoii to inftirute a 
Committee of Inquiry on various occanons but the folicita* 
tion was as often refufed. If their lordfliips had recourfe to 
their journals, they would there find, that from die Revolu¬ 
tion, down to the period of the Amciican war, fuch inquiries 
were never refufed. To denying the/c, he was firtsUf per- 
fuaded, was to be attributed that total want of energy in Par¬ 
liament which rendered the operations of government focohn- 
pletely inert. Peace was the objeit ncarell his heart, as ne- 
celfary to the happmefs of the people, and the fafety of the 
country. With refpeil to peace, it was a jewel which by * 
all means he would have minifters poflefs. If be was a^ed 
bow, and in what manner he would obtain it ?-^he would 
explain, by faying, if be had a fervant who robbed him of a 
diamond^ and if he. caught him after the if be was dif- : 
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pofed to ge^ back his jcwe], he would not enter into a previous 
d^fcufiLoiii but fa\, give me my diamond, and 1 will afier-^ 
wqifds make teroib/’—T’eace was the diamond he was anxious 
lecover, it was a diamond of ineftimable value, and having 
once regained it, he fliould be fatisfiecj and contcnteo. 
Whatever diflikehe might be fuppofed to jiavc lor minifters, 
be wiibed to form a goc^ oomion of their intentions, and to 
fjrat them with candour ana iairncfs. In the prtfent inilance, 
be was at a iofs to know what confidence to uivc them from 
the equivocal terms of the miflage^ dhd the ^nuiiients con- 
lained in tbe addreis. 

He owned he had his apprehenfions that minifiers meant to 
follow tbe example of Lord North in 1778, when, finding 
war unpopular, and uifhing to carry certain meafures, 
ifaat noble Lord conceded a lit Ic to oppofition at firft-—he 
then came a ftep nearer—afeerwards be fent cut Lord Carlifie 
and Governor jfohnfioiie, who flood well with the Americans; 
and, on a doubt being exprefled that they were in earneft, 
** Oh * (faid he) I have given them powers to treat with the 
Congrefs by name.^ Peace then was looked upon as certna 
but, alas* the powers whatever thc) were, dilated fuch 
terms as the Americans could not agree to; and thc war was 
continued for four years afterwaid^. 

Tbe Marquis fa^d be was of that age, and had th t ex¬ 
perience, which did not induce him to give implicit confidence 
tofiiinfiters in the proportton*that they required, aiui which in 
his opinion, their Lordfiiips were too forwaiJ to grant. 
With reipedtothc late fucccflcs of th^ Auftrians, on which 
mimfters laid To much ftrefs, it proved nothing, he had as their 
Ixirdfliips would recollect long fmee Hated, that whenever the 
French croflcd the Rhine on the one hand, or the Aufliians 
cro0ed it on the other, not much good could be exposed to 
arife from the future operations of the invading party. Ihc 
reafon was obvious.—'that all armies, at a great diftince from 
tbeir own country, were difpiriicd, and as they fought under 
great ^difficulties anfing from the being in the enemy’s 
territoryi frequently defeated; whereas when they were near 
home, tbeir confidence was refiored, and they became vido- 
nous lu their turn. Hence it was that the bounty of provi¬ 
dence feemed to have marked out the boundaiics of every na- 
jypn to prote<% it from the ambition of men. T'he alarming 
of the country, and the exhaufted ftatc of its finances, 
Ppiouid induce miniftcrs unequivocally to fhew a difpofition 
for peace If they would afk what fort of a peace, he would 
^y a good peace, without mentioning the word glorious. If 

they 
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‘ they required indemnity and fecurity, thank God we tiaS 
chough to give up, without ferious injury to the country; 
Had they not indemnity in the Cape of Good Hope, 
rary, and he fuppofed Ceylon ? If minifters were not 
in pofTeiTion of the latter atprefent, he muft Aippofe 
confidered fuch a circumftance as ceruin. If even thefe 
to he furrendered, Mf fuch a meafure procured peac^ 
from his embarraifing minifters, they fhould not want 
port. If Holland was reftored by the French, he ^ m 
that it would be repugnant to the interefls or the honour.ctf,, 
the nation to give up the Cape of Good Hope. T3le 
of the country was tranquillity; and, when that atrives, he 
Ihould not only deem it a happy, but a good peace. .'i&rtDm**- 
demnity, it confifted in our induftry, and he had no hefitatiaii 
to fay, that a few years of induftry would be far btyond all the 
indemniiication we could require for our acquifitions.- Give 
him but peace, and his Lordfhip declared, he cared not for the 
pofleiBons of other countries; have recourfe to induftry, for 
oiir individual wants, and the nation muft proiper. lie hoped 
that the fentiments contained in the meilage were Hncere, amt 
that it was not a mere tub thrown out to the vidiale, to appeafe 
the clamours of the kingdom, and conciliate the people, pre« 

. vious to a diflbliition of Parliament; if fo, the folly and ab-* 
furdity of the would be its puniibment, as the con^ < 
fecjueiices would fooner or later evince. He conclucledT by 
alluring minifters, that he was ready to do them juftice, 
and afford them every fair afliftaiicc, if their obj€<fts were 
iiuccre. 

Lord Sydney denied that the war had been a war of agreC. 
lion on our part and maintained that the war was both juft and 
necellary. His Lordihip quoted Briffocas an authority : and 
fpoke ftrongiy in favour ot the addrefs. 

Lord Grenville faid, he Ihould not have rifen, had it not been 
afferted by the noble Marquis that we were aggreffors, in the 
prefentwar: whenever that was afferted in his hearing, he 
Ihould conceive it his duty peremptorily to deny it. The con-^ 
trary was 'iiotorioully the fad; this could be proved from the 
confelfion of Briflbt and the parties who had engaged France 
in a war with England, and who had boafted of their having 
done fo. As to the noble Marquis’s doubt, whether the 
mel&ige and tlie addrefs w^re lincere, he declared upon hia 
honour, and he would rilk his charaftcr and life upon it, that 
minifters were fo; at leall for his part he was, and he believed 
the crifis was arrived when we miglu treat if propofaU were 
made« 


With 
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With regard to what the noble Marquis had faid ^efoB^Kng 
, a who was no hiore^ (tlie tate Earl of OuHdford; 

^ ffiou'd only fay, that from the time of his coming into 
life to the time of the dcccafc of that nobleman, he 
himfclf always fupported the contrary fide; but that op^ 

, m being at an end, it ought to be no 

! 'longer feiricmbercd. He had little thoughrthat he Ihould oi’er 
have coi^ forward as the defender of that nobleman, but he 
AouM do him jufrice if he did not fay that he pofleiled 
. ;;j{ppnf}derable "talents and many virtues. 

It had heen ailerted that the language of the me/Iagc and 
the addrefr were doubtfultill the parts however were pointed 
out,‘be could not reply. It had alfo'been urged, that the 
realons why minifters wiflied to make peace, were the ex- 
bWted lituation of the country, and the low (late of their fi¬ 
nances i fo far from this being the risfc he knevw* that the coun- 
. try was fcarcely ever in a ir.oi c iluuriih^ng fituaiion. That 
tnuiifrers wifbed to conclude a peace, there could be no 
doubt; fince no war can be carried on witijout laying 
burdens on the people, whic h muft . endcr me war iilelf and 
the minifters who conducflcd it of con.-f nn, opuiar. 

With rerpe6l to our ability to coi.ti.i .e *f;c r,t w'ar, let 
noble Lords look to our i tu*^tion, our rvfouice^?, and our 


energy, and they w<*uld lec that w‘. need not be under any 
Concern. The noble Marr;u;s had nmde light of rhe Aulfrians 
croffing the Rhine; but rele»* to t’:e Unginge m^de ufe of at 
the opening of the f. fiion : then, it was m ;de of t:H greateft 
/importance tha; the French had c-ofied me R line; bu- now, 
the Germans have co aid ;i.: Rninc, it vv.*s Ipoke of as a 
circu’mflance of no confzqjc,)ce. 

‘ i'be Matquis of Latildoiui explained that when he fpoke of 
he want of confidence iri an auny at a great diftatue from it» 
own country, he did not refer to this or that campaign, but 
to military affairs in general, and nicntioncd it as a general 
maxim agreed in by all convcifant wi;h tactics and whofpeke 
from experience ; if the jiobic Lord would read any military 
creatife, he would find it inviiiiubly the cafe. 

The Earl of laudsYiklc began with declaring that he con¬ 
gratulated minifters on their having laid afide their prqudices 
agatnft the prefent rulers in Fr.mcr, he congratulated the 
country alfo on the fame change of icntimenis in the King’s 
i^i^nts. Moff of the perfens in power in France were 
l^ltfoiis whom minifters had formerly devoted to deftru^tiony 
wondered therefore that, they (houid have fo far forgotten 
tteU fonucr -igumcins, to rcil vi\ ilic ftabiiity of a govern* 

aient 
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blent’ bf five weeks, tonimuance. He was happy that at 
length mrnifters had come to that point to which he and fome 
of his friends had f6 often lAoured in vain to brinpthem/ 

Hc fupported the obfervafions of his noble friend.(th6 
Marquis of Lanfdown.) He was not he faid fure that this 
conceffion was not m^de merely to anfwer the putpofe of 
evading the propbfitions which an honourable friend of hisJri 
the other imuft*, and it was prob.il^le others with WhOni he l^aid 
the honour to act were about to bring forward. If the right 
honourable gentleman at the head of the finances bad the 
fmallcfl knowledge that the order of things mentioned in 
the mefiage was arrived, or that fuch was the opinion of the 
cabinet, in his mind he delerved to he impcachea. He could 
not conceive how that right honourable gentleman could pre¬ 
tend to have been ignorant of it, as it was not a matter commu-' 
nic.ited by any (udden information, but if really known and felt 
miift have been known by gradual obfervation. If it had been 
his intention to move an Amendment to the Addrefs, he 
(hould have propofed to omit all that part of it that related 
to what it termed “the juftice of our caufc,” he 
would aifo have wiflied to infert the word “ fpeedy” before 
Peace.’’ At prefent, he would fatisfy hitnfelf with giving 
u negative on that part of the Addrefs. 

Lord Midgrave rofc to declare his unreferved approbation 
of the Addrels as it was moved. Some noble lords, he ob- 
fervetl, had thought that there had been periods of time long 
before the prefent jun^ure, when minifters might have 
brought down a fimihr mclVage on the fubjeft of peace. In 
his mind there never had yet been a time which promifed a^id 
held out fo fair a profpccfl of approaching peace, both from 
the fituation of this coiintr)’, and the ernbarniffments of the 
enemy. When he talked of peace, he always wiflied it to be 
underfiood that he meant a peace that promifed to be fecure, 
and fuitabic to the honour and intcrefts of the country. He 
conceived, that on fuch important fubjedts as the prefent, per- 
fonal feelings, and all parry differences, ought to give wrfy to 
confidcrations of much greater confequence j the Welfare and 
the dignity of the country. This war, he fa!d, had alw^ays, inj 
his opinion, been a juft, necefl'ary, and truly defcnfive. war f 
nor originating from any improper motive or condu<2 on the 
part of this country, hut, on the contrary, from thegrofTeft, 
moft dilbonourablc and unprovoked aggreflion on the part of 
France* The conduct of the war or the terins upbn wkith 
peace could be made, he would equally abftain from eiiteftng 
upon. They wctc fub}e*^ clearly forei^^^to the prefent 
VoL. II. 1795. 3 E queftiooi 
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qucftion, and it" would be wrong in him or any other noble 
lord to attempt to nux them with the pending difcufTion. This 
feemed to be the general opinion, and he wiihed that other 
Ki^jl>!fclords hud zSmd up to it, and not made allufions to points 
jjpt could not tentf ro piomotc that fort of unanimity.fo much 
mGred 5 he could not help remarking with fomc degree of 
furprife thiit, if appearances were to be judged from, noble 
l<^s in oppofitton (bemed not to entertain the fame fondnefs 
and avidity for peace juft at prefent, when the approach of it 
&^ed to be at han^ as they did when the profpedl of it was 
much more remote. 

Duie (f Leeds faid upon the prefent occafion there was 
not in his opinion the fmalleft iiL'cefliity to go into the confi- 
deration of the terms that might or ought to be obtained, 
nor was there any reafoii to flilcufs the conducl of the war. 
it was agreed on all hands that peace was a molt dcfirable 
objedl, and any thing either in difeuffion or conduct that 
could impede its being brought about, he conceived to be 
highly injudicious. With regard to the words of the addreP, 
he might poffibly differ from fome of his noide friends, be- 
caufe tbofc who looked back to the line of conducl he had 
purftted fince the commencemetit of the war and in different 
periods of it, muft know that he thought it was a war of 
aggrefRon on the part of France, and which it was abfolutcly 
impoffible for this country to keep out of. The aircitioii 
therefore that the atrgreffion, which brought on the war, came 
from us, he muft always controvert. Thedirecl contrary was 
the fa(ft. Inhere were many ciicumftances on which he held 
opinions which were not agreed to by either fide of the houfe, 
and fome that perhaps he was fingular in holding. When 
our ambaliador was rccallea from France, although he could 
not wilh that his noble friend had been continued there, he 
would not have had the French given to believe that all mii&oii 
was retarded .and that all coii.munication between that country 
and this was ftopped. On the contrary^ afti-r the loih of 
Auguft, and when the King was dethroned, that was, in his 
mind, of all others the lime when we ought to have had fome 
perfon at Pans as a Charge des Jffdircs^ to watch thccondu6l 
and the motions of the perfons then cxercifing power, and 
ib^fcirit of the times, as they influenced the various parties 
.^^aiions that exifted. He did not fubferibe to the opinion 
it was a.litter moment for peace to be negotiated, when 
the iiritiih armies were conquering on the Ficnch frontiers 
a^nd we were mafters of the French and Auftrian 
Netherlands. At that time there was a prpfpca of moft 

* biilliajjt 



.ImUisat fucccfs, bur wb<rn the armies of the allies were driven, 
not only out of French Flanders but out of the Auftrian Ne¬ 
therlands, and even out of Holland, he thought it then a fit 
moment for peace, and he had recommended it in his place, 
perfuaded that let who would have been the ruling powerrla 
France we could have made a peace that would haye.been 
found durable, and France would have fettled her diflferaD(:ie$ 
foon though in a manner perhaps not very pleafingto huiisaatT 
ity to reflect on ; under that imprefBon he had given hisfechltt 
fupport to two motions which the noble duke bad brought 
forward. He was not Airprifed that many nohie lords, and 
many out of doors, would wifti to fee, and to treat wkh fome 
more fixed and eftabliflicd govcrnn.erii in France; but. be it 
what it might, he was fully convinced of the necellity of 
peace, for the profperity of both countiies, and of Europe,* 
upon fuch terms as, in the w’onih of the melfage, might be 
luitable to the interells and honour the country. I'nere 
no occailon however to enter in difeufiion ; it was rather, he 
conceived, proper that nothing fhould be faid on the fubjefi ; 
he would therefore conclude with declaring that the addrefs 
had his hearty aflent, 

Earl of Abingdon^ gave his opinion decidedly, his 
lordflilp read Ibnie extracts from Sir Richard Steele in fupport 
of his arguments againft peace, upon any terms with B'ranee; 
becaiifc Engliilimen muft always have lonie objc£l in view: 
fo that, if they had not a foreign enemy, he was fore tliey 
would have a civil w^ar. 

TThe Duke of Bedford faid, he had no inclination to enter 
into the debate, nor would he have interfered in it, but for 
feme words that fell from a noble baron on the crofs-bench. 
He had charged noble lords in oppofuion with wilhmg topro« 
tract the happy period of peace, when it feemed to be ap¬ 
proaching; afcribing to them motives which he could never 
hear without flatly contradiciing themi and, Ho convince the 
noble lord and the houfe how far he was miitaicen, he would 
read the adJrefs which he and his friends meant to have moved 
if the prefenc addrefs was negatived. [ The Duke tten read 
the addrefs which correfponded with the amendment moved by 
Mr, Sheridan in the houfe of commons on Wednefday 
ninth* 

Lord Mulgravt faid he never wiflicd to impure improper 
motives, nor any particular motives, to any noble lord. The 
words he had ufed ne repeated and was rcfpotiiibl^ for them; 
they occurred to him to be proper, from vrhat had arlfen in 
the courfe of die debate. . 

3 E 2 The 
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r The Duke tf Bedford faid, he had precifely underflroQd the. 
words as the noble lord had repealed them ; and whoever beard 
them, muft know that it was his doty, and that of thofe who 
'^^d with him, to deny the motives imjJied in the words 
' ;of the noble lord. 

’ The Earl of Lauderdale held the (hme opinion with the 
nobk Duke, and did not know wime fort of appearances the 
noble Lord could mean, as expreffive of a greater or lefs de- 
gi^e of avidity and fondnefs of peaee« which noble lords in¬ 
ternally poffeffed in their minds at different rimes. The 
noble Dukek reply, however, was fully fufficient on that 
fubjedt. 

7 he Earl of Hopetcun rofe to fi:pport the addrefs, and ftated 
hr« reafons for agreeing to It. 

r The addrclswas, on the queftion being put, agreed to, 

POUSE OF COMMONS. 

Thursday, Dtc'mher lo. 

PETJTiOKS. 

Mr. Milhanh prefented a petition from the gentlemen, 
chr^\\ aiid ireeholders of the county of Durham, againil the 

two h:'iis. 

Mr. Burden wifhed to ftate feme circumftances relative to 
the petsiion. I'he meeting was, he laid, advertifed on Sa- 
turdav, *uid met on Monday, when the prefent petition was 
voted. The interval was to flic-rt, that gentlemen had not 
time CO attend, and yet this petition v/.:s ftared to contain the 
fenfe of the gentlemrn and freeholders of that rcipedablc 
county. It was Hated to h? iigned by the clergy alto: Se¬ 
veral refpcdablc clergymen refidmg in that countv, and he 
believed as many of that reverci>d profellioii jig»icd the 
prefent petition, .as there ii^d been oi Iwnkcjs who iigned 
that which wasligreed to at the Paul’s Head, C a teuton-ilreet. 
He then pulled out a factious and inflanimatory hand-bill 
which was diiTeminated for the purpofe of caiiing the meet- 
iug, which he read to ihe Home. 

Mr. Milhanh faid the petition^ would fpeak for itfdf. 
The language was rdpedtabie, firm and moderate: the 
prayer was fuch as that Houfe was accuHv>mcd to receive on 
fuch occafions, and the fignatures were numerous and rcipcc- 
table. The meeting was publicly made known, and if 
thofe that wilhed tooppofe the petition did not attend, it was 
iKit the fault of the petitioners. L tuofe that were in favour 
pf the BiUs Ad not chufc to attend at the meeting) what was 
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^ isijeaniiig that they ^dtd do % call oiie of their They di 4 

4}0ts and the old prpyerb was,^)Qd) ^ Silence gives confcntJ'^ 
The honourable geiiileman had told him of the hand^^bsK^^ 
which he had juft read» and faid be ftiould entertain the Houfe^ 
with it: the Houfc had heard it read, and he obferVed that 
they derived much entertainment from it: the hosKHtriibfo 
gentleman did nat'comment on that band-bil^ and of 
nlcncc gave confent in that too. He thought ^didlHoufe 
might be much better employed than in 
bills, or any thing of th.-kind. ■ ‘ . r./V" 

The petition was read, and ordered to lie on the aside* 

Mr. Secretary Dundas prefented a petition in favour of the 
Bills from the magiftrates of Paifley, in Scotland* 

General Macleod willied the houl'e to obferve, that alt. the 
petitions from that country were lent by the corporations, not 
by the inhabitants of the town. 

Mr. Secretary Dundas prefented a petition from the princt-^ 
pal inhabitants of the town of Paifley, in favour of the BilU 
That he conceived, was a fuificiem anfwer to the honourable 
Ger.eral’s .lilertion. As to the petition which had been before 
pref nted, agatnft the Bill, from the inhabitants of that place, 
lie only thought it neceffary to read the letter of a gentleman 
there, (Mr. F^ulton) with whofe reipeiftabiUty of character 
almoft every gentleman of that houfe was acquainted ; which 
ftated, that the moft unjuftliiable means were ufed to ob:atn 
fignatures, and that children under twelve years of age had 
ftgacd it^ while the property of thofe who itgned the prefent 
petition was fo great, that they paid taxes in the proportion 
of ieven to one, to thofe whofe names were to the former 
one. 

General Macleod faid he was ready to bear teftimony to 
Mr. Foulton as a very rcfpcdtabJe manufaclurer, he knew, 
however, that the fame perfop was connedled with thofe 
who were conneaed with minifters, and that if it were to 
ferve the views of thofe minifters, thofe perfons he bdieved, 
would furrendcr up the liberties of his count y. 

Mr. Dundas deiended the relpectabdify! of Mr. Fc^ultoa’s 
chara^ler. . 

, Mr. Huffey faid he knew of no man of«^a more refpe&abte 
charadler. v . f 

General Macleod faidi in the . very outlet of his fpeecb, hd 
had ^knowledgcd the refpei^bUity of Mr. Foultbn’s cha* 
rader, but he conceived, from the aUftive part^ which be 
feemed to.have taken in promoting the a petition ^ainft ^ 
llills, fhat he was aurhorifed 10 tey what tehad iaidb ; 

Mr^ 
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Mr* Couri^ft^ ohfcrved that Mr. Foulton mi^lu be « vtfy 
refpe&AiIe charger, but he did not fee that his honourabtoi* 
friend (General Micieod^ had advanced anything to deru- 
gate from it. The members of that Houfe were very rc- 
^lOfrable charaflcH. And yet the majority had vottd for 
tm» Bills that) in his opinion, went to fubvert the ronllitU'^ 
lion* It bad, he obferved, beeti frated in the letter rend by 
tfto right honourable gentleman (Mr. Dundas) that bvjyb ot 
tKsn or eleven years of age were mvited to wnic thcir i..rnc«? 
to the petition* ' He was glad to hear it: it was a pi oof of 
the advancement of learning in that quarter. 

Mr. Foulton probably conceived that he could not gi/e a 
better proof of the xefpe^lability of the petitioners on his fiJe 
of the i^ueftion, than by Hating that they paid feven times 
more poor rates than the reft. That was a new m<^dc of 
calculating refpeiftabiiity in proportion to taxatu'n; and it 
^ rule ihodd be adopted, and the prefent war continued hr 
ibmetime, the people of this country muft be t‘.e n oil rt ipr ui. 
able in the umveric. The petition was read, and ordcicd to 
lie'on the table. 

Mr. Sicretaty Dundat prefented petitions from the Royal 
Burgh of Perth, and from the merchants and mhabrants cf 
the town and port of Leith ; alfo fro'n the mayor and alder¬ 
men of Chefteifscid, in favour of the Bills. Another to 
the £une purport^ from the magiftrates and town council 
of Quccnsftrry. The laft of thefe petitions gave r.fe to a 
defuhory ccnverfiition, in confequcncc of its being ftgncd oiiiy 
by the chief Magiftrate, without having the c^mimon ieal of 
the corporation affixed. It was queftioneJ whether iuch a 
petition could be received. By the anfvvers, it aD{>e.ued, 
that fonsetimcsfuch petitions weic figncd in one way, and 
fometimes in another. 

Mr. Erfklne Lid, this was like the anfwer of a young flu- 
dent at the iinivcriity, who, when aiked whether the fun re¬ 
volved round the earth, or the eatth round the fun, replied, 
fometimes one way and fomecimes another. Mr. LrOcine, upon 
looUng at the pettsipo, obferVed, that (his chief magiftrate 
of Quecftsferry iign^ himfcif CJiife Magiftrate.’" 

Oourtmuj^ V^pon faid lie fufpedted the fignature to 
be n forgery, u^efs the right honourable Secratary would 
dut thijk wasdteSedtdaorthography for th'itf, 

. Mr. DtM (trcland kic was not .a little furpnfeii at the arts 
which were employ M frocure petitions, and fignatures to 
abide petti^s, agl^ft'Shr Bills.* As a pteof of thi% he faid^ 
he had icceivcd Jtlttter frtam^he in^of of Lancafter, ffat. 
ittg that hb had read, in the London racket, that Mr. Sheri¬ 
dan 
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prefcntcd a petition to that Houfe againft the fiillSt 
by twelve hundred of the/reemen and other inhabitaotn 
of that town, of Which4neet.iig the mayor faid he knew nothing. 
He himfelt, it was true, had prefirnted a petition to that Houfe 
againfl the Bills, iigned by eighty*tight of the Freemen of that 
Borough refident in London, which number was by no imant * 
the majority of the*faurgclles. 

Mr. Sheri/ian ju{k enteied as the honourable member ilbt ^ 
down. He laid he was much furpriied when be was ttifoinyv ^ 
id of w)ut the hoimrable member had faid in bia abftiapi4« 

1 he honoui^ble member well knew that be (Mr* Sktridaxi) 
had prefented no fuch petition, and that the miftake in n 
newfpripor gave birth to the letter, which had been juft read 
from the maybr of Laiicafter* 

Mr D^nt /aid he had informed the Houfe, that what diA 
ho lourable gentleman had juft ftateJ, was preCifely dSW iCafe. 

Mr. Sheridan faid, that ft he was rightly inh^rnied^ and he ^ 
had no right to doubt the information, the honourable gen** 
(teman (Mi JDentj bad prefaced his fpccch with an obferva«* 
nv)n on me many arts that bad been ufed to feduce perfons to 
fign petitions agamft the Bills; and, in fupport of this afltruon, 
he had read a litter from the mayor of Lancafter, which was 
founded on a miftake in a newfpa ;er ; a new kind of proot ini^ 
deed ’ but if the tXinourable gentleman had obferved that can^ 
dour which one gentleman wa^ entitled to expedl:from another^ 
cipeci^liy in bis abfei«c*, he ihouid have added, that he had A 
converfation with Mr. Sheridan on the fubjeft, and that fan 
had acknowledged, in that converfation, that he well knew 
Mr. Sheridan had prefented no fuch petition, and chat he 
(Mr. Dent) knew of no petition prefented to that Houfe# 
but the one he had himfelf prcfcoted, ligned by eighty-etght 
of the freemen of that borough. When be had the henmirf 4 
prefenting a petition, ftgned by four thoufand of the inhafax-^ 
unts of ^mingbam, Mr. Sheridan reminded the Houfe oilM 
he had ftated, that the pr<mrietois of two puMic pristtSidil 
that town, refufed to puUUh the advertifemetu tn tbofe newfr 
papeis for calling the meeting. He had fince been informeds^ 
on the beft authority) that this was not pnreclfely the cafei a$ 
the meetiiiig was caUed in the interval of the publicatioUief 
tboft prints. He mexuioned this circumfta»cr,.as he wi/faed 
CO do juftice to the charaifter of Mfery man, he cauU, nevdf 4 
thelefs add, in addition to the obftm^ion which the petilicm 
had expertenoed on that occalion, that perfonal violence faad 
been offered to the petitioners. Thofc perfons vii\» had £> 
DfBtndtfdl were known, and perhaps, be ftiOxdd fay, jnoro' of 
that hereafter* 

Mr* 
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Mr, SbtridgH prefented a petition from ftrvcnd vill<iige$ ^ 
tiw vicinity of Dumbarton, in Scotbnd} and another from ibO 
inhabitants of Wigton, againfttiie'Bills. 

'‘Mr, £r Hue fbtd, he held in his hand a petition from ibme 
mofr refpedable inhabitants of the city of Edinburgh; 
lie bad lifrened to what was ftated by gentlemen who were 
friendly to the bilts, with refped to the vafioue atts and mtf> 
Mprefentations, that had boen employed in order to obtain 
l^gnatures to petition! againft the bills. 'Of this, at prefent, 
it taas not hib intention to fay modi, becaufe the difpute 
tvould be endtefs; the tinie was howewei' approaching, when 
(fie unequivocal voice of tile public would be heard in that 
Houfe. He could not p relent the petition in his hand, 
without frying a few words, in order to give the Honfe an 
idea of tiieobmudioji wnich thepetitioners^had experienced. 
A committee of the moft refpedable gentlemen in that city 
bad been appointed to condud the petition. It was deemed 
proper by that Committee to publtfh band-bills to give notice 
of tile place ndiere the petition VvOuld be left foi fignatures. 
The roan who was employed to poft up thofe bills, was ap¬ 
prehended before he bad even poibn) up one of them, and de- 
taided as a pFifooer. The committee wrote to the provofr, 
the fr^ The man, it was ti ue, was difeharged, 
but this was trivial in comparifon to what followed. He did 
not wUh to fpeak of apotber circumftance, becaufe the per- 
$oa involved in it was too near to him in lelationfhip, (his 
btotiier). The condu^ of that gentleman Would, however, 
for itfelf. The petition was figned eight thoufand 
'' {^pribtiS, and upwards. 

£!^. Maeleed begged leave to fay that from motii es of dclica- 

S fbcbad IM thought to call the attention of the Houfe to fome 
rctimftanoes, which the learned gentleman thought proper 
to repeat. A learned gentleman in the city of Edinliurgb, 
mfrine uji to timfe principles which he had ever pndefledr (the 
BoarHenry Erlkine^had in tsk'iig aaeaious part in promoting 
|b(i.petitton, expesienced what bis piiblic and bis private 
iljlwifier ought to have fecured him from. That learned 
jiMMstn b^ bedn, frtd was at prefsnt, his afFedtionate 
nici^. His f>tivate life was the moft amiable i bis wit die 
bS|^pdfefr, and the mdfr iooffenrive; and bis convivial taknts 
Iboh asmaogt^ die efrsfin of sU that had the happneft of 
Us acquamtattca: in fliort, bis talents were fr brilliant and 
lb wUl acknowlei^edt (bat the only difpute atnongft the lite. 
mi of time country was^ whether, if put in a QancewUb 
IlIslHrtitber, hiS'fr«)nt<f of thofo of his learned friend who bed 
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jfutt fat liown would taro idm' fcafe. Vet this gentleman, 
mth alt acknowlad^ qadjities tut lud juftiilarertbed, was 
treated * manner fitUe |» he expected} and from wliomt 
did fue receive this trdatxrtent one of the moft learned 

and enlightened hodibs in Scotland; a body that was always 
confidered as irtii|||t{p<4be faeuiry of advocates. That body 
had choten his honourable friend dieir Dean, a fituatinn m^re- 
ly honorary: he had filled that fituationr with increafing lufirc 
lor ten years :>-»yet they wi&ed to get rid of him, becaufC 
he came torward to ptomete a petition in the mofi; legal w ly 
agamfttheenadmemof a law, which he confidered to be 
incompatible with iheUbertles of the country, and thepitpci- 
pies of the ponfilbutiOn. He lamented that fo learn.J .>t>i 
able abodylboald have departed iron their ongnulr^r.ila- 
tions, as to fulTer pohtieaixipmtuns t} interfere in their pro- 
ccedings, but to difiinguilfa men by ibeit talents and geneiat 
tAcem. Their letter *on that occasion did them no jnat 
credit, either as to Ayie or libtrality. He was glad, 'iua- 
cver, that they pubUfhed it, as if polHbte, it placed his hon. 
fiicnd 111 a more exalted point of view than eWer. On'* tninr, 
which gave him no imali degree of uneafinefty waS, th*it the 
judges were citofrn out at this body of advocates. Notwith- 
Aanding their fentiments, he hoped that none would be foitnd 
to treiHi in the fteps of a certain jadne m that country, who 
laid, that a man found guilty ofa mif^meanour, ought to fufit r 
to the ientmoe firat prs^ciotirr:—m othir 

words, to among wild beads. Gentleoicn talW 

ot the arts wldtih had been emploved to gam fignature^ t<!s 
petitions in favour of the biiis, whild, at the fame time, thoii.* 
who charged them with thefc arts, pifled over tte means 
ufed to gain profolytes to petitions on their own fide, and to 
fwell the hA of fignatures; it was a tadt well icnowo^ thcc 
the countcNpetition to hhlioooiirablefoiend’s (Mr, Ermine) 
wasplftOhdiib every way to ehgJge figiHumess nay, fohodl 
boys were ihtdted t» write their names to ie, at the expmee 
of a glafl «f uHhe, a iifwciwg aiaf^ oa the back^ tmd a ^ood 
hipy tnco ib« bargi|iiir, 

il/r, tSiMutm ftated, drat >h tygs, iptcendtary 

bisnd*bili»d*«ir«’hiiieub^ w h iath hour, when the police' 
wifoly oUtf^ llh»,atN(tbh po sapptjj^jitd hverf pedbn detected 
in tlwitirc^tihntif hf|l* whpr time of d^; and, 

under thSi e«det,^tDebiU<4foket With re¬ 

gard to tiw^Mimpes'of eneotir4%iiii^d^old-faoyB to Ago the 
coHiptci^pdHtlptMHhe did could tifoettaiped, for tfane* 

sm pot«ttsofo fhhforibcd uitdiioidi a He 'men 

Vot. n# 1795. j F ba^' 
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tioned a cafei to /hew that natntt h4d been undutjr lb 

dna peritkm. A young /urgeon ja h^dlnburgh inforatel 
Dr. Munrot the profc/lor of Mutamy^ (tod it verytjgmnhy 
toenj dur he had (c n his natoe affixed to the circtUk 
Vhereupon Or. hlunro made oa affidavit to the ctwttaiy. 
The tnttove for putting Dr. Mtuiro'a nanae to the petition^ 
Mr. Punt'la atcrihed to the mfltience it (irould have upon 
many piopU, as he wat one ot the tnoffi popular proftjSbn in 
the unuLrhey, and his ledlutes Urore generally attended by 
four or five hundred per/ons from every {tart of Europe He 
read the affidavit of Dodlor Fox remarked 

that the affidavit did not fay that the Dootur had htmfelt fien 
hi$ name iubfi.nb.d to the petition in queilionu] Mr. Dundas 
explained, b> Eating that there could not well be any mif- 
take, fuice the name of Alexander Munro, M. D. was the 
only name which bad a deiignatkm. He appealed to the 
Hou/e whtibei they had ever heard a dtfrelpedlful word from 
him, relative tp die honourable Henry Eiffiint f Diffoing al 
they did in political opinions, Mt man was niorc willing to 
acicpouledge bU powerful wit, h» fdtofing talents, andhis 
Einfl integrity} by taking an aiEtve part at die meeung, 
where he exsitcd hts olotjuance, he might {Hiffibly not act 
confiEemly with the opinions of the faculty of advocates; 
and if fo, they furdy were at liberty to decide as they pleafeo. 
Mr Dundas, in early life, been phteed id; the head of out 
faculty, for which honour it was not Only entitled to his 

r eralrefped, but gratitude; and above all other qoaUues, 
contended that; the faculty of advocates was remarkable 
for independence. In anfwer to the remark, that the 
future judges were to be chofen from his faculty, 
and diet ~ their opinions weie therefore to be feared, 
he affirmed that no judge could give his opinion con¬ 
trary to die law and the veidifif, and when the Lord Juftice 
Clerk ufed the words, ** that a man guilty of fcdttiimfliwM be 
thrown among wtM beaih,'’ he did not give it as hit opinion 
that furh fhould be die puniihiqeiH for m crime in Scotland, 
but be quoted that a$ the fitotehice of the Eemtto law. Mf. 
Dundas cpncluded, bf alktog whedler that way of talking 
of a gravdbml reveremcbiu’affier was pditeair d^nt ? 

M. hijkttufui^ k iiii3|,s*n iiippofitioh that Dr. Muani’s 
mame was fubfcrib^ fP‘1# ftmittmt dmt be had, which, 
I though it had not the dfewlk of his nam^ bed 7 or Koo 
r namvs of great edpillabtoly. He was forry, however, 
that another ccIe^Cd qf the ffime name was not 

m: this time livuiffik &ng)aiid» ti> ctii^ the ntUiiEers <d dietr 

madtiels. 



1|p)Mr«& inp«<tbffitMBflItiwQ»kir. TI 19 petition 
AikL iM *>t4tmh 111IfH/ tabte. 

Mift HP^nt petitions from liundee, and 

£ 1 ^ jMmkiOlt, i4 ^e m Xmurk, agsmft the Bdls, 

and Mr. Dnndis dni lebin AoiiibiUi^by ano Mr. Wilberforoc 
one from the doitattOiol Yot^ in ^tr fufipoirt. 

imnitMUUuiis. 

CtlHffi StanJfj jp^fbllWit a MfUon front a town in Lanca* 
fhire, prayk^ that di^Mtion of fptrits from BriuQi mo« 
lafles might be 

Ml* nujif BiU &oul4 be read a diitd 

ttjne. ’ 

Thf OhatK^Utf »f the JSiUiei^uer deiired the third reading 
lAight bo poftpooed till Mondats to give time for inquiry re- 
Ipedting a nutter that had been fuggifted. 

4er!d &b0*id fiud» that the prohibition of the difttUery of 
mrdaiQSnfllould be limited to thof. made in Great Sriuin, not 
a fifth part of which was tonfumed as food It was pdrfciSiy 
c ify tu diftinguifh between them and the Weft Ineia molafics, 
the latter w«s drained from the Mttftavado fiigar, the former 
from the refined fiigar, but if tiftmuld be fbnm difBcult, the 
Weft India molal^ mi^ be followed bv a pfrmit, as in ifie 
cafe of 1|>irits^ 3 <Ht>oO puncheons Of tocuafttHi might eafily be 
had in the ittand tt^aMpmta from the Weft Indies, which 
would yield m throe miiUons of gallons of fpints, 

and prodoctt an einwduty of upwards of too,poo /. We 
might tiros llyg ouir dlftiUoncs, our revenue, and a large film 
which Would roWwift be paid to fpreignm for fpints. 

Mr. Clfatral YerUctM, and Coknel i>t»nlfyy con> 

tended, that the diftiHaticm ftiould be prohibited from all 
molsflesi and G*ntr«lT«t*Utm and Alde»man Neuinham 
dared, that no Weft India mdafies wen ever imported into 
tiftsifland. « 

$h0i^U anfwerpds tbst be was vnrr finry ftie gentle* 
men had not informoifi^edllelves better, root a guanuty not 
inoontiderable was however it sever was ufed as 

enb fbod of flMin, ndid and of a yery di&reat natnro 
from Britifh mhltfilblt, w as w« catt tshom treacle, that a large 
qrorotity wot^ hff^bdkptnttd as foot st «lm dtftiii^ion of other 
artides w«| ptaibbffwis and to olforvedi, that foe petitions 

preventad. ^, ^ > <* ’*'* 

U tbtoimroM tbM; fo<r nrell^f^ ody extend 
roand dMt ^'IMi mmils^befinrowdedas 
4iiutllto 

' 3F* Tk 
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than that ut«d for food, he Ai 
expedient to maLe the prohtbuden ||ej|||i|Ark 

^r. fuggefted, thtulh iroSMjw flwtljUi . _ 
an ixci t ofhc^ to %)^t!tdjee the noiaflbs tding 

fcr the purpofe of or UrttJfo. 

ISXAmtatAi " " 

THe Oioruyittf if the mUnriSii the ne|hr of the 

y .t .. .. 1 _. . J ji ir.drijiL^ ..t f . 


day for the third reading nt tW^iS fof the fafol^ ppd prefer^ 
v*t (in of h'8 Majefty*s pw fon ^ihld^Vej|(|jwy^ i 

Alt. H 4 rt»y^»opp(dcd thc)twjiijfftrt(<i^ dll tifw> grounds': 
frfl, whetnerthe afi of Ewhtwilit,'iw* foffitaent^^ 
ri p'-event thenecelTily any tilM law for the fofetvof bis 
M.jc'ly’s per'bn > S<,con(’h, whethei the taws exifting were 
tiinieisnt to provKieagainft and punifo any langus|^ or puh- 
licatiows that weot to the fobverfion of the goveroep(nt> He 
argued that the prefotlt foouW rather ht k deelatiji^ *31, 
ftatuiE that doubts had aiilcn ^censinft the conftrttfiBott of 
tht ni^h Treafon Statiiie of Edward III tlnn a new per- 
inancnt Ait Ijn his owH mind he d( rlarcd he was folly 
perl wd<d tb It they wire 1 he preltnt Bill was a 

fatire on the crown, and a Iluw o» the foyali; of the people 
ol hnuhnn. becaflfeit placed bis Msjeftj tu an unfovohrable 
point < t VI w} io as much ^ it 0iinwy tlsHit it was neoeSary 
to make iJditHwal Uws to &wrt the |(fo sTioi emu rle io> 
vwi 'll unvth wete not thoo^t rwreHary w' he made in the 
werft of times, when foveieignt rjf a ih?ry diffilWnt character 
. iw ayed the ibeptre of this countryend, fn dtdter jf poUble to 
place tnis in a iiiH more coiKjdcuoiiS point oi eidw, it Was li- 
imtul to the life of th< fovr reign. '1 be Sbvereign of a free 
{leoplc ought Dioii undoubtedly to live in the ai^l«ma of his 
fob/iifls, and Mr. Harrlfon fold be « is perluaded thatbis Ma- 
did fo hve. T{i« law foefoftw Was calculated jfo Ikare 
mm.tieis in their jiMes, and tnfmother that pt^sr'wdium 
which t’icv wsreww aware mujft atfotfo to twetr chaiaifiers 
in coiik 4 «ei.ct (af rhe rpmoua sflitd sMamdUUS SWW TO Which 
they M w-«Mnty* |pv(%«id'''rtiis cTOitjirry. If ctmletnen 
would pOiyiSfieftiTO foejpiTO^irOimbtultmnof this country 
at Uie commepcroStipf^uf ncdiiii if, .Hid’(f<m>parf it witii the 
p'fifdht, bowmuft gs ^ affortVd ‘ It Wh had con« 

IB pesce^ naim foii|irtijid’‘f|i|i from every 

falter, fo thirt b; 

IRcoriory, rbe iwi 
ndured. rhp ‘ 
lightened in prc' 



with foau of 

‘'‘wouldhace MSP spOubdei iMy 
woultiRlfolWin: been 
a repetition ‘ol gficv- 


ance.s, we Humid btthr only foe voice ot congfotiilttfoii anijf 

^heerfoiacit 
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vlttjms/Hnid^f H»reve^^ 

Cl s.V «. ptfe R .Jt ■■ ■■»■ ■ -1 Ji. W.. * «- ■ ^ ■*. •_ J» 



^tilm»A of , (lilplW of the fubjcfis, thcf 

w<l« «d4iM| pow^m to pohfion, gril^vance to 

grievaooet anHnflepd m r(w«6|»‘t^feilng’lnfult. The Ho- 
jtotnral^o/ gewtic#j>«t idiih jre^bati^d <lie conduiSt of his Ma* 
jelly's DuaiHetf W«h to the time which they had 

chofeotOkit^[^4$Ml'his'Msje%'h tnoft giacious commu¬ 
nication to tbat|i(i|||t» mfp^ to the {sleafingprafped of 
peace. tUd thejt it doOrn before the terms ‘of the 

loan were clofibtit it woura have £ive4 upwards of two mil¬ 
lions to tihe public. There were real erievances, and in 
onier to fmother theoi^ thofe obnoxious bills were brought 
'into the hottfc. Thole gi Wvances mufht^howevcr be finother- 
1 mil bdt it would be ImpolSble to'^tinguilh themi thtw 
stould bleak ottt ipto a mme, wthaj^, when leaft expeded. 

He next examined hoW (br tpe laws were iufiictent to re¬ 
train the Iicentiourncfs of the prdSy and hdped that an ho¬ 
nourable baronet (Sir PijiRcnf];} would allow the 

danger oi u>is Bill, nnce Itten^d Co deprive the people of tbe 
libatty of the prefc, the td>ules of which had alrea^ been 
pttnifhed by cxifting laws, with grept feverity. As for 
ending ab^Acsi^ 0 prifiti^ he remarked could be expedited to 
exill without, duqtt. £ie, mid he looked with horror to tbe 
confeiinencmi' of tbe ppwng of dlis Bill. A private letter 
dropped out 'the |i^et, the malice of a iervant, the re¬ 
petition of 0 i^tiverfation at table, with a thouiand other cir- 
cumllances, frivolous ami ionm ent in their natures, might 
be magnified to danscroub porii Iit«. No man would be fafe 
for a moment j if s Bacbrt or a J^ocke were living, they would 
incur the penaltiepi,^ and be i^med to live in exdb among a 
deffxiraht band 4 ’f OutctkjKs. Let gtodesrum confide the htftory 
anti Annals of thRumrld* *bey ice the impolicy « 
fucb rigotous,]S||l^M^pi|i freedpm.^'^ In governments which 
A had reeouife meafitres^ die moft violent 

cotivulfioiis bad hfi^potb^'" attended *wl^ circuhtftanees too 
_ ihorktng to repeat, at^d by (be' a4«blu» df ‘liidt new con- 
flrui^Misof c^on. die Cdf vitw^ecs might be provtdtedL 
Mr. MarHlhi) ct^CfUd^hSthe ihiid reading. 

1^ all the difcufficn whkh 
had takdcridacc' on the fbo^iptghdb'^'^ would merely de¬ 
tain choice With a fepr fitmrdfcV; 1.4|l,h6 fiiould bd con;- 
dasnoed ttKt wahC nduim. vf wfim net give .a filtfnt 

• ' fiVfXKC 




fiipport t» 4)h» jbtil He Mlire4 he iM9 a)wey» i 

ihfrtc ‘mu ^pikt itom exH^pe of 

and o«si(bn<«he fought ^ ti|i« Mmm 

mtt iflcre^ed a»d citieullned'M! thft&llidMsMdL^__ 

Hf fupperted tW«^i an#M 

did becau% tA tui U^mtHur^ he tacIdriNl 

Ibt war netelBiU ^ 'uooVojilA^e* m(6» for 

fopporting the bdl htf^igJw: hdoft lk« thM Iwft j»k«tlMge 
and facnlegio^ attempt fell hid Wa* noti'foeh^a 

me^fure neceflar]^, dmik a K^uig, dw naeft' difHttgnweil for 
aoiiabie and nuM virwMy keas a«MMl'4« Kino, who. bo 
wouid Uy with the ftiet—. * 


-H«th Iwrrf hk lirt^U <1 Ibiinecle, 


Hfftb hfc-n <0 ckdrln »lb gut of3no«^ 

Thit biA Vir?u9« W»ll |>Je tt ii^n Angth trvimf^t 
Agiii ^ the ({eep iftm^au^an of h» n^kilnl of ^ 

AS the public4tion$ ^ the focietibs he coptpnded taMdit t» 
do tway the moea^byt and both hoidita ot parltamem k if 
annua] parhanieiits and uttivefOf tunk pkee^ the 

deftiuSion of tbnfime hfaaphitp qf dut oonfttnition wouid 
fcon follow. Thegrofiight as wii3J fliy they wooW turn out ig 
the membeta of that houf. gtajH was bit pvbi<v ofdnioit i 
and he had long enftlttdiwd it in jplrivate. In his honour an| 
coo(ochce» he belierod toifa fttoog meaforf p*c«4&fy tq flem 
t/ie torrent of IkeotitMtfnef* aod aoaHiiby j prat as free 

«»dty as to thiitb, that the prefers w^bhi ibopgtr 

thaia mseefliry. The Jaws rtfpofl^[ lijlmhll ,ll#re aeitbet 
Apr defined; a«d the bill went todsKiH! and ht^in ttom. 
'iWUif proteSfion would be givdq to (he Ibepfrlf^ and th'S 
g^tlemen ought to gii'e with h)<nd and heart. The learned 
genttetnan (Mr. Haritfon) ms fhoched at the dSftrri^s of t|^ 
{NKtlr, as if occSfioiied merely by the war. That f«j» of 
tbufe iiftrefiet might beewinfi totbe wSf*. was indifeotable i 
»)St4««tooftof * ■" * ^ 

MDaveddabie caufes* 
jg^tkman laid the wj 
gj^ertoneut had don^ 
tX t^gst' bcfidcs, pevi 
yjate the diftiefitfs of, 
iitode«f dexhtratu/h, bsibj 
fdepte, who* firoto thrh' 
fife, were not eidlght) 
of their owtt rntitpil 
ml, the iniHBat. , ^ 


;iho dfl^sm of cdber unt^emea ai^ 
ndt be dopiod. Tlw hanouratslo 

T wwliia nwJioratiott 

to idle* 
He ^fondespued this 
&rijtttad t^'l^r obdfes oT 
dvotaitionff of 
eaaimiMi rauics 

wert ai mMif/to irreah 

mr-rSdis^ 



Ik fiNM^ (|>tf)»w»» Miigmit «fl4 etopertjr of tne e^mrf 

vMittioo^ *** wurahflwl to ^ n bw w 4 fiiftott 

woni. in nply 

wtMfbBdlitiiMiiAcNjft PiWflibrr(il|^ Wlpej^ing the Tupport he 

g^vechieodief Mt. be htid nMHndintdy tbatnt^ 

evilco4^ai(^lhiiin^|tti(B^ while ttwbbwtve# 

<he jueft Jm #«alm to (*y the fame of the ftrefwr* 

Whet did the IW9 e*! fl ifotjff puntfhed the lime olFenceti 
differently t tnw in the fecend inftanoe 

ms by »!» M||k «f|liu|«lt iff » greeter degree mmiffMdrlei 
Weetht* ebat^^ ipoMlI ee pnffubmont^ orherwife thsn br 
•ttffohin^tiie Mtter ^ore loffnedlstedy and more e0!i-^a'h to 
innovaton end teiffrinors) who wilbed to overrut n the conih- 
tu^on and governrmjwt f Jle thought the laws ot He country 
would not be in the ieafl altered* h«t that in foiee 

wooM.be better defined, and hened be««r cntcicrd. The 
ttbaoMMible gendnaiaff Sir Wdliaro obfervet, .lad lamented 
that petlbns wottld be endangered by ludi a U* —-thn falfe 
witneffes tai|ht}Mi(jtiit»pKwfstj^ charadtcriin netij, »not 
that the cafe ipithdbe lama in Ming? PetltilH oltui fuffeted by 
fail* afftaeffes. Such ttgunMnto applied et|uaffy m edba ^ 
mutdafak Waffd not it||^ 1tlfoa}| etocplnwat to be left to the 
deottoh ptmi Tbethi arum nothing new mtrodjced by 
^ T^if* ^^hffridled yeork, twccjit 

«•«•* *>‘11 nwtffiy deffiMd the laaf 

&dwaf d pX* nnddm figic donfd be calico new* waa maieing n 
con^rai^ta^llmmii^ ynaalon. 1 his regnlhtion wu nefffff" 
fary in the nffjXIffrdAy, w tnffrain the ieditioii aBoat w tli« 
country. IwOdiMb he was filler would argue that an attentpC 
to deffttiy the fiartfiinetit would not have as great a tendency; 
«o ovenhro# tffe e«n|Utuffl(Mi at a cuiii^racy to take the hto 
of the IS^fUh 

<^on*oi^!l«filW«ta<ipp6ied ffie ddrd lie rcnarkedL* 

tbR ^ M ht^rtobeen fffr the 

« the people. » wa 

tionof tneiile^ 
iutnifferp0< 
paffied tnnv 

the If thf, of the peifima eharge)| 

at thn hair^ com* opdw the 

trcdifoii kM 

learned Md jMMiotdt 


HR Che giMnds for tlie irttrffdoc-. 

kffwmhid, ibhiehiadneed 
I tff^ieesbnbml^ and the'ooe mhieh lately 
thnki^ffaila at tbo Old Bailey affti 


I* wottid bav« ta*ed sf 
Attorney General) it 
haeit^dt in 
would 












4 ol UrOODTAi^'V PAWAMtSTTAKir 

would »ot hi«Ki ail lAat 60 % 

of tiM ftewiibsd the ovmiftiSi fli 
»f ofaJiHrvable to thop 

Ao jWii. The pirfent 
|}teflrom canvaffing the ooM^ 

|» the war, and opier doHMdSe clf 
mttare. '1 he fccuHty W ^ (hokh 
in Ac heart of bta fubjedi s aiHl liviRir di^r 

atiotcd in the a|{e£ltl^ of tmu the P/mce who 

$Hed the Arone at preTeot; » ||^jKpik^ivid(!!^ this ap- 
peantd when his Miyefly went to jihonijr after hit 

roewety. The coanhryhating tCii^ three hundred 

J ears, it became a nioiAw Of kj/tiy tkiOi new lawa 

touid be introdueed i A worthy aJderman had i^id that the 
featetty of bread, and high price ^ pfovlfiims, went amt 
owing to Ae war. Tb elf* ihiut could they he owing, 
when bread was dottMifl|N» price diet it hhd bctai at wilM tiua 
difaftrous warcoinmehct^i Soap had iSeteafed, canf^ had 
increafed in price, aiid, m fliorty hS t hOacfeeSafies of life had 
tncreafed eMormOujIty. *One «P dte ^tkipal reafonc of die 
attack on bis Mwi^ wimtliia hnr Aon u^ouhtediy. The locd 
chief juSice had ^d, tSill Agft mOa tiho had thus afiocufted, 
wete tKtt powerftd in minhets^ iitr WM Aeir «tccheq;in;y yery 
rich, as It contained wonioiw Ann tony nwdMlIt jtt nim t yet 
the war and thefe wials tee iflNwdfl'WpdiftdN pfypncts fot 
jAefh importunatetneaitifea. WehelyfweAAaidM^ attacked 
Ficknee wantonly aiid unprovokedly, W«didtHffCdmfe 

ihpl^CWenty-Svii mlPiont of peopkr wowf Me dhtai^interdal 
gp ww w ai ept wiAoutour mcerfenstacfe. To the attacks alone 
of folmgn power*, opi them. Were owthg all the trueltics 
had been praised by Dantpn, Marat, and Robe^rre. The 
general having expatiated oq a variety of Mpica and difeuSed 
them aCconfidetableiamA, Item tl^ iVgnch rCvAutidpCo thd 
Wefeut period, wt<ifg£pm an author Of fomp author^* 
f*Thacthe end malpttli a proija^wm vol^ 

‘ me end of a 

Ac h»ppS« 
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the Bin, 

tkm of a noUe Imdr ,fto dtMlM yff tii* jpemd htwa 
aHbiAd the Ica0 Aa 

ahdfub}e^ The IJKfMlWlmWR ipfiTpaiM te.WptMtif^ 
the ntore was *hii 
lowevcrgitiMtwAy 



>p|N?09Ci|wf 1W> dt(s6Hfm| 
; mo hofed, 

tMdlAodMtfife. 
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was convkiMi ww of the fundUtpenta* 

^rineifiiaa Of thmgMlpiiian, and ih(Mrebreii« ihould not le 
10 fee clw wwmM XOio hii rteg.uive to it< It hid ever 
r^> r>wercign’s bc{( 

fcoul^l^' WjJt In odMui^ «f, m ( bje».‘t«, he wouvlcred 
ho#^at whe«, \n aWiha.i to tnc ir hard 

bun^ *04 diKHi^e^ wew dvjui'iv^ irf every pic ile»e 
by filfe ftatetiaents, or OaiHa^ po’^) 'nt^* Bill woul i p t 

an «nd W nmtuar cOmu^iwe ta«l J^enerai lii-edm, wink Jt 
vvojl'reodtrthecr'iateof b^h eraaion va^ut utd indehmw, 
and r ic perloAof hUjM4®'Jy ** 

in f ^iiport of thi« ofe(ii^ 4 (<ujbn than ahy ot Ins own, wdiild 
read an exti idt from * of gbjrt weight and autho*-1 /, 
he nieant fJean Swift, wHri m Ins po’uaal cuad, forculy 
argites againft the fujipcnfton of *ny of the libet'ies of the 

S ic, ponts out the cwfeq j-'iices to wbltdi fucii i ilpeiifion 
brad, and the entettra^e nent vvhidt it EC e toft s mi 
•iflftirUMStt ** the itJoft wrcurfiil rt>cc thst CSoo ei er fu i ( 1,3 to 
c\{tt.” I his p<;liMcs oi the prelen» d ly, "So 

1 1 ws, he 1- (J, ou^tt to fee irtri'Jftuccd, 0*1 wbKO depended 'he 
Itftlw tht molt II ligUklitiUit it was lemiirlv d by 

both Montefqulcu and Bhiokfti^, thit any kwi, that went 
to refti^ain tin hbe«t^ of the were d 4 ng,crous. UnW 

allthelft confideratio i«, M would vote agdJltt the thii I fad¬ 
ing of the Util, whiejfi ten4ipi| lo fel^alc d<twn «V lybanicrof 
the Conftiftt^ilMlb i^haabden4Msirici fin e the rmgn o( Kd- 
waid in. 

Mf. Sltttviiftt limufu drffetBd tke honourable sentle- 
niao as to the ccnhfttltE^RS Of treajon, He fbi"<^ht the IJilf 
would ft we a eofttraryefleit from thu wiin i tnc ho to 'ibk 
gentleman hadftatcsi, it w niu d« ni< ck tuy what ua* tiea- 
ton, and give a I'gifla'ive to ih*. 1 ; pi* b >« yf t% No 

he was perfuaded, ever Uu alkcl ons of he pe ip'e 
tn a gnKttfff 4egrae tiun his Masslly > apd he was cqa dly, er> 
tain, thitt lb far from gilwiRfi ali his negitive 

rotheU.lls, ft lutould «Oo#rft»M to hi. i .ipipuUnty. 'i’he 
honouUble gentiaM^ Kwitt as a petlon wlinie 

pelitital priociplMfWSito^lMp^ he ruptxnied. He 

<..itttnty was » vefy g*e4 Iplft apd i piaftcriy writei, but he 
was t difappMPpid rma, -aud a fai^ious ii»Ic'ttic, an4 
fed timis perftm, !(b|,t.,jBryv|fitie £tld> he thought th» ih'l caft 
culated p colw tbp agita^foift Of liio public niipd, b) giv ng 
the ina«m^iiltpower p>app'ehe|u]|;|^ for «rting 
the iavvseettMr country. ib*i(^th#hvrn{ ot uic tBlls, 
Vox.,II, ^7^5. . V a#* ' 
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1»?oulcf, fi!? coticeivedj' hav« an that there-^c^il^ 

he Uttk o^aGbn for the ^interfexence aF^lbe { 

Mn MoYrh R^binpti the 
might be,gained, eiK Wanted the ^ 

deavoui Jiig to deg?ade tW the Drar 

, pier’s Lerrers, He acknbv|3e<Jed .diSit^^Jionourahle gbhtle- 
'inan was a worthy:^ cnap^'btH tbei’c was a^rcat 

deal of private worth in tijjc ewntry^, at|3Ve^^ 
fpirit 5 be fufpu"£ted the honbur^^b'e VouW go as 

far as any man in ftpprt of the mt^liires of adgsii^iftratioji j 
,liad that, as times went,, was frying, a g^ba^t deal. ' Such was 
his'opinion of the tWo BiHs before paVlbment,^ if the 
guiiiotine had been cre£ied in this caumry, it could uo^ be 
more terilfic ; and if the mioiftefitnagined that it would pro¬ 
duce the tftld he defired, and fupprds the voice of the peo¬ 
ple, hf rnuil fay he knew ve^y little of the. temper of 
the jJLOpie, or fhb?i^fi,ttiitiori of the country* 

Mr. Bouverli dikrJar^ he h*^d been friendly to the1Jill,be- 
caufc he thought it at this time iitceflar5*‘; but he conid not 
fubferibe to the opifiioh ofhfs Ifono^xiraWe fr.cnd, that it was 
3>ot an extenfida of tl^e laws of tteafoh^' *Jt ccriandy was, 
bad been for thafwry reafon fotnidedj, ihoiigh be was vety 
glad to fay hut for a fiiott'time, 

Mr. Sheridan feid, after whsit had fallen from the honour¬ 
able geiitletoan (Mr. Hawkfos refpc6l to the 

author, from whofe v/ntm0^''=tbe'by another 
honourable genfldmsn (Mr, was taken, he could 

|jot remain filent. For that autbeir, ackndwleclgeJ, he en- 
"tertained an hered^’tary reipect* as there never was a man 
who poilefled a truer ipirit of libe rty than he did : a hei of 
which his whok i ife and conduct ..rloided an iocomcUible proof. 
Upon lor/king at the, .pailkjgc, fmcc read by the honourable 
geinleinau (Mr. Wefkro) itfiri^ck him that ihere never was 
one b'-uer adapted to tbej^efent times/, Dean Swift had Ikco 
Jno flatterer of rhe/lllie in which he lived. / Never wa^ .tl>ere 
a nK-»n vvno, ut hiS.-Wtib.mg ^)d coju:d^C>, rdi^'fliew^L'ti hitOftif 
' the fr»rn(i anti advocate’ of tb^ rij|h|s^and nrankind* 
He was fathical anp ievcff, wa'^ aimed at 

real abufes; he fheivci his aibhoricuce'^of the very fy^trenn 
which obtained at the prefettt day; he mfelrk, govenjing' by a 
fyflematic princh>k trf'^orWptioa ; dcbihil'ahules, fuch m 
thole of prodig^ii Idi^s for the to give it a 

harCher term) ofgtutlc^a fothe Houfc ofwhich 
tended to niiike a-^ by .mW.ftcnal influ'- 

eucc. He feme 
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\in« eitbei: of a called the Legion Club (or in z libel on 

Rev. Dr. Delancf, an 1 his Excellency l^ord John Car¬ 
teret) wh'»re Dcah Swift f «|>pofes m Ireland, for no fuel* 
thing could fart^p^n here, that a ntiBiibi comes widt a budget 
full 4i>f rewards tor thofe wito fuoport him, which, though' of 
courfe not applicabli' nOw, tn}j,ht ibcw what the corruption of 
loans j«k 1 huag< ts were m i^e-io Swift’s time 
He fays, alter iuppoilng thm a gentleinan who pays his 
court to a minifter, mufl perform adtions contrary to hr- dif- 
pofirion, like the avenging angel in Mr. Addifon’s adnufed 
ftmile, 

So 4 'ttmj « n»ii!ty lin4, 

An Ap^fiwl * IdAt In hpavm’i tcrnimand ; 
he ob^'y* Almighty w-ill, 

« IVihd >a rtu* compafljioa £&U^ 

** AnH With td/k had been AiSIgtiM 
« To fpitita of lef gen k 
But If in politics gtowA oldf 
Wbofe Noughts arc of a different molda 
Who from my foujl ffitcerdy hate, , 

Both K.—and miiuffers of ftate} 

Who look on court" with ilrider eyct 

To £ e the feeds of vice 

Can ln»d yon an «Jil«6on deter. 

Thoughmay caU it hkter ) 

Which* if ynd durft but give if pUce* 

Woi^ iliew you laau) a ffateiinaa*a face« 

» » 0 « * » t 

So to effedt his M itar bU coUa, 

I'rom hefl 4 T If4* 9^ devil afeendk: 

His With cram'di 

The kocitnbutioirt of the Uamn'd^ 

Wliith with unfraring hand be 
ll^rgh ^99(^1* a«d fenates he goci ] 

Ajsd then g| * 

CampUiiu hie bMget was too fmaU.** 

Mr. Sheridan ftifpeOcd that there had been a fimilar brew¬ 
ing ot favours itee, and that the honourable geiitleman op- 
poute had cone in lot his flure, though he ctruuily wouud 
not prclume mYny 

frem «ith eemydant maim'd* 

The ewvetiwtlaitl «f ^'dmw’dk 


* Vide Addlibu's Campiigli, z Vtttz, 

3G 2 


With 
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Wkb r^^rd40thc fubj^£k,jmfp0dhte^^^^ the timfij 
he fujdf i>e 414 nor mi-m to em<^ ihW 4^ b?;ca it ^4M |s©ti 
nefd cornmt^i theie ^gre-./Fafii^^if.V«if*Oiigh' J^'>xi^:e|tce 
pgfiinft the crimes rh^; IJijr(#cot ta;p!i>nii|ii,,' I'bCsiirft ickiife'. 
t»et bis tiiwpprobadon^ as tfijndinj.tifi, a new'^eafiwi, la, 

the attempt of perfocMS ovefawtcig pariiai^ot. < The fecond 
c!auft% which went ^prevent the priari^ig and pabU&irvg, 
kc. of fedHioiiS matters, he.was eqaaliy^^vcpagnant to* Ac¬ 
cording to that ciaufc, if aiiy perfon .fl^uld be' guilty of a 
• luifdcrntMnor a fecond titaCv he was to be traafynrted j fo 
that by ihc claufe, as it ftc^, ^thp punij^ment for the fecond 
oHence was more fcverc thanbef6t;e. With tefpcifc, however, 
to the operations of this Aft, he would afiert, that had it ex- 
ifte<i ten years b.'.ck, and indeed for that reafon he wais forry it 
dkl jiot, fgsne of hi$,MajBfty’s prelent Miniflers would have 
been fent to Bota|iy,®^y, as they tbemfelves, within that 
period, had excited.the, people, to tbofc movements which 
the Bill prof-lfcdly endeavoured to,prevent. Could.the right 
honournble geruleman hinifdf/orgqt :the n>cctings of the 
Thatchcii Houl^^ whidi he had been prelcmt and 

agitated the queffiop pTpariiamentary refarnct in conjunftion 
WJtb the Duke of Richn^o^d, Mr. Horne Tooke, ^lyd other 
well known charifters, and the agiiyklion of the peojde in 
confequence fuch mcethij|$? 

that they had a tendency to pi'pi3h:€ite cirimes whith he now 
wifhed to puni'll), According to thi? prefenjt Bill, fhould any 
perfon even attempt to Hate live nece^y of a parliamenjEary 
^eiortn, it w^oulJ come under the deqe^tnatiap of a crime, as 
having a tendency to overawe and influence the parliament; 
and for this crime, fo conilhutcd, the rigorous punilhment of 
feven years tranfportation was cftaftiJ, ihould it be .a fecond 
'rime committed. ' . , , , 

He would aft: i^l^ned gcntlcgman (tbcAttoraf^jr^^Get^ral) 
whether Mr. noi havic been gmky of a firft of¬ 

fence, by the publication of the pamphlet thw had lately met 
^ with tbv ar.iraadvcrfion of the l3^,ftiaccoc^^^ the opera.*, 
tion of this Act ? He ym wwW acknowledge 

tjfut he would, and then.fae, would %cw him many others of 
which that gentleman was ihe author; fo. that. had the Aft, 
bail cxiftepce, bui: a (ho^t tiint^beforej, Mr. Reeves would have 
merited' tranfphrtati'^ ; . €<^tainiy no^ produft|hh eycr tended 
more th in his to. ftif and the 

conftitution of pamphlet. 

The ckuft w as prevent the rethmi of 

nny of ihc abufos pf The outragjc committetj 
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Jat tbe perfon of. fife M^j^5y,%Wch imct with equal difap- 
from iHi was, rdaJlty, nothing bht a pretext for 
the iotrodu'flioftM^fe Bilfe, v/hicb^ if afled up#v ^P- 

jp-rebcnfivc Would tend rather to c^nyulie tfiaii to pacify the 
country. It 'wa^4,^tiweft>tr, his opinion, thzt the King would 
do right to give tWfeBilfe hfe negative wfieh he came down 
to the Houfc,' The exceft of homage and admiration that 
niiift arife in the biieafl: of a grateful people from fuch a mag- 
i-.animous' a6i, would rend^ his Majcftyfe crown doubly fe- 
ctire. fhen he might fay, ** Oifmife my guards, the affec¬ 
tions of my i'ubjeiid afe my beft d^fi^e.'^^ 

iVlr. Sheridan had propofed an amendment in the Iccond 
claui’e, which be ^fuppofed the right honourable gentleman 
fjVIr* Dundas) oppofue to him, as he fo llrongly vindicated 
the hjyalty of his conllitucifits, would notfiave anyobjeflion to* 
Tim amendment went to take away the diferefionary power 
of the jud„*c in Scotland, in rcfpe(S to the puniilimctu for fe- 
dition, rj-id to Cinuiiie the piiniihment to feven years, in like 
manner as the provided for this kingdom. 

Mr. Jrhklrfvn role to evprefs' his approbrf:ltorT of the Bills 
that had givc'i rife to fo much warnath of debate, ar.d fo much 
afperity of animadversion. In whatever' light other gehtk- 
men might vkw them, he could not but regard them as wife^ 
pnidenf, and' falutary/nreafures,' ahd fuch as were loudly and 
urgeniiy caJltd for'-by tht* nedelHry of thj^ times* I'hat in-^' 
flammatory and feditioUs were rfadly preached up and 

tndaih’ioully diiicmifttUed, ^ve*ry <'ne ujuff be'convinc-d, who 
trtiUed to tiiC teflirhony bf Mis or e yes j and 

the propay uork of thek dvuftoncs the ncf;-.rious outrage 
offered tot>>e liicied peifoji oi his IViajvhy, it vvas hard to fav 
that no connexion exHW; jncigmeiit ;di the circum- 
fUnccs whica accompanied that foul aticnvj.t went evidently 
to prove, tfttt it was previotiffy planned and pre-Concerr?:d. 

fcvideiice hddwccd before the iJinJfe of Lords relative 
to the outrage d^''the bf the lefHon, ftiewrd that the 

qrpwd that coach to me Houfe of 

Lords were obfon'ed cntjdert^ and the very lame 

perfons alfb ohfen'Cd t® follow his Majcffy from the 
Mowfe, an<l to cry out— G^or^^r: f Aa 

King ! whilethrew li^cit one,but fevetal IToik'S at ibc cr.r* 
riage. 'Lfie fodict" Wlafe ouhagi^ioUS an<i cnminal behavseur 
he would p^^tend to mice ba^yatnedfetdy to Copenhagen 
Houle, or to Clubs and'debfmhg,locri*t 5 'e^^ he thoughfinim- 

lelf wan anted lo fiy; thiit tfie'tnffammtary language held at 
mcctingjjr^ was at Icaft th#'t*;sr.dttf ,CAufe of the irifult 

which 
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whithevcMry gbod fuhje<fT: muftjiamerft and expciatr 5 
*Mrhich no example had Iven witndlcd in cuuntiy fince the 
ttivolution, except by the hasnds of a lunatic, 

Thrt the meafiircs under difeuffiun wtre auftere in their 
afpciSl, ’ 'J threatentJ to be rigorous tn their optfatious^ he 
woiiid not dtny j but ^hen crini»«s peculiar to the rn^ts aiofe, 
boinu’itJom and policy fupgefted the neci'ffitv ot tn-iciing 
iome lever i laws than were tlfuaJiy and m nitlnury times to 
be rdoitid to. Sedition was unquctbcnably the itigning 
criibe cl ihrie <la\s, as was evident irem the lord'* icport; to 
check icditton and the dudtnnes tliat provoked ir, fome addi* 
tjonil punilhmcnt fhoitid be held out r/^ terr^r/m. The bill 
was not however of that very n^joious 1 rclcudefs frvcrity 
which 2t WMS m ticprefcnted to be: it etiadle! nopundfh'nent on 
the hrft oflfcnce, nor was the oinnd^r luhlc ro rs provihons 
unlcfs hr be ccru rfied by a j«* v of t])c (acond n 4 'ente. Who¬ 
ever the relore is twice com icteJ of the fame a me, may juflrly 
be deemed and pronounced a hardencil off ndci 111 the iin of 
fi'dition, and would defervcdly be dHivcitd ovir to the fate 
which hi^ incorrigible obftinacy called fv^r and jjf’^ified. 

Mr. Jenkinfon Otw no reafon why the rrovihi is of the bill 
ihould be esrended to Scotland, as required by an hon^furable 
gentleman i\ 4 r. Sheri Jan). To difcuu the nature of the 
penal cor^e that extfted in ttet country* wm not ai prtf nt the 
iuhjedi ixtore tfe honk*; it muft* occur to every gcuilemaii, 
bowevei* that the bill toulr) not be introduced into Sv^otand* 
Iwithout alfcnnfl^ the wholepiinc.pJeofthe Scorch hfv. With 
regard to tht difKicrue in the magnmtde of danger that cx- 
ifted ni and at pit! nt, he a 1 v^th h*s right honour¬ 
able fiicnJ (Mi Dunda^), u w . n u to be (orgotren, how¬ 
ever* that ibere I'ad cxilted a iubiequent period ft.ll more 
dang&tous. he meant titat which lucci^cded th: trials for fugh 
tre^foD. A queihon tlitncc aroie* why bad not tfeefif fivete 
nYe?rui..s piopcdbd when the danger lettedfo imminent? 
BeCat.ic^ e dar^xr v/as abrupt and fuddeO) and not* ft$ 
a^prdem* regular!) and f^ilenUticatiy ftept up and increaled* 
lenn 11 me afures were theft tried* but tua no purpose : the 
tvri ftd) extutd, was ih ly incre^fm^* and Cooreqncmly muib 
bethnked and cxtmttuifhod by feurt^ and more cfFcctu^^ re- 
itieMS. hfr, J^nbnfon, m the ct^nc of hi$ fp-ech* more 
tejMnonct <»)j*iccil to the evidence *xnore the Kowlc ct Lords 
PUac hiHg iho^ outiag«n» coOuzutted on ht> Maj* fhv on the eighth 
ref lift. 

Mr. faiO* tbat the ri^hthonouiable gentlcman’a cn- 
deavom iol^i ,ft horn the evidence of th^ Houfc cf Loid* 
iiihrciicc ill iupportol the preknf viokrii and alnioit unpre- 
r cedenuai 
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tr,ed£nte 4 meafure, had| 5 ^tc«d hi^ii tsa bffcr fome ^inimadwfioo 
'ip tfae patience of thc-Houfe/itou they aliWy betSh 

Won mcuinbcnt Jlim at that niomtm^' t^as an a\^<^ 
anceof tautology,«~ Tbe lionourable g<s^|^man ought 
to have beeh rcpUetf to bls'houOiirabie friiciSd near bica, his 
Majcfty’s Attorney GeneraJ, who fliouM,;iiot have remained 
filcnt, as a coftftttiitional lawyer, when ; he heard fuqh, dc- 
duitioi'^iH attempted fmm fuch fourew of teftimooy, which 
cxcqst the iiidividuarmifcreant,-who raifcd his facrilegious 
hand agAiiiflr the perfon of the Monarch, implicated Jio one 
elfo, and far Ids any body of men in any ind^dtablc 
As to thut offence no man doubted* arid ftill h,;fa honourable 
and learned fcrjeantfMr, Admr,) who he lamented had leftcfic 
Hoirfe, that it was higli treaibn, and for the pumUjLment of 
which, no iiich bill as the prefeiit was neceflary. 

To fhew tiie fcverity of the laws already in wi force, he 
would oidy advert to a late trial, (that-oftht Rev* Mr, Wii>- 
tefbcthaai} at which he had been prefrnt, . , 1 'here th^ tlefcn- 
dam war. rhirged with fedttitm, and it was even a queilion^f 
doubt w'itfi the jury whether they-fbnuhi. find bun gndty. • 
He afked if the cunudutivc fenttince of ,A$K VVUiue*b<>t,hatn 
for die two r>'Fjr,ccs^(a^vr years bitter jmfM'i&nmentO wa^ not 
adecjuatc, without iupei adding the boner oF tranfporution> 
a!nf(Mi toil the 0i!dy foimry of repemion of offences 

of th,it rpccfcF,-^ieyouly^|iJm«, bebeheved i a general 

Law was fbought niNsctTary oiV fee uibjcS. His fetuence waf, 
for the two iepii^ate dfeices, five ydars rmprtfonment in 
Kewgatci, He rcprd>jitcd . the i.icrcaiing of the fiiuuiaairy ' 
catalogue of laws which the judge's iud cxerc^fed in his cafe, 
in inflicting two years imp! iionmenr, ivouiij now be tkwjc 
away, as the j^dge^ would be onliged to dre’de in the terms 
of the adL He begged leave to *-(5p’ai rn the experience-4if 
the ftopWEi times, and {the p^ge of their hnt.^ry, in proof of 
the c<:lq^i&!^^juen and effect of feverai laws| he reminded ^tbe 
rj'loufb of ihe fanguinary laws of the Roman kings, and ai^fd 
how long the rega! fopft vof governmynt fubnlted ? Danng 
' fee period of the:the penalty 
of death and the repubfe" 8 ourIfeed^-*f.Under the emperors 
the bloody enafimems rievix ed, ami the empire crumhied inf:f> 
duff* In reply to what bad fiillcn from an bonourabj^: bar<. 
(Sir W. Pukcifev,) he would fay, feat even em the bq^, 
member^S:udmiflion^ this bill werft 10 muhiply without Aittt 
and nuihber that villainous hordis;ii5f fpias, infariiters, iu)rf per¬ 
jured wituefles, who had alxpady endangered fee life. 


property. 
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and ropuiiatioo of liqiwcKpottit indivtduala^-i-ifb* 
eo'ier a Mflnltc the preTent, drighth^ t>snt RouHeati durinr 
ate^jhdtra rafidence in t(H» owtmrfy and aft^r a fecemd tog 
||Qfl| Sftiiil Gmtraftf to dl ^ mifrrWt <d: n«!c in ydhS 

llldj^ahlc'ii^ntcr of die j^bf. Whd*ini|^ ha\e driven 
Mr. |{ume lef tte Idea ^ 4 ^0Vpft lahjguift 

drid) Mu r and Paiidet, on the ddertt ftinraa oF Siutb Ame> 
liea.atniJft f»iofi*«od oiitcaftA ef the ftdduiejle^ftbf hfmy. 

Thucthd hi'U laaa ievelied at the pallddiuin dfaii fcaedom 
in a tree countty, and ibe itheity ot opinion arid tiie liberty of 
tbep«&. ' _ ' 

^tk hoooutalrie friend ef hts (Mr. HarruTon,j had put a 
qiKdiitan he arould leptrit to every honoritaMe anJ learned 
menher at hn o«m pnofeinon in that Houfe, ** tVa« there 
any lawyer there that vihdU get up in hii piace^ and avei 
that for the vanotts enmea treaion) confpiiatfy and icdi- 
fktnt even if the Wo tofter could be civi »evl, JS* the rislit 
bonounthle gcmdettonlbi'f Mr» Jenkinioni} iud cemented from 
the f toidfr report, thhif^re were not flntiitet <in the iahle to 
pmafk thcpi i Why thilit (h» hh>fb arid crut-l bi'l ^ 

* Aiceerdme «« Ite did, witli^ Ihe dpTrilon of his frnput^blp 
fittnd, (Mr. fiNWidari) he «ra» confident it wcv.ld 1 teeeafe 
ThqAirediolia totvardt hitn if h. thoidd Come 

down to the Hejhfhvnd tive hH vat to the bills His mini- 
ll|its had for a feties of Jeatf prifUdd d^tifiOns on the people, 
^a«4 now they attempted tb delude i^e 41J the 

*lb»rteign hiorielf, by hi«tt,<»ell«e iferj wtre men 

in thecoantiy whowtlhed to dethrone hm, anq fubverj; tlte 
enn^itutioti. Feeling it therefore hU duty to rnAlte this laff 
qft^ngKoli a hS which Appeared to him to be fo .ib^riin* 
aldt, icMdalouS dnd mfei nal, and iiitc 7 )di.d by inttj>{ler$ at a 
bttiwaek to (belter them from the juif iiiJ'jfnaticMi oftiic people, 
he (Wpicciated ns ever paffing into a l<iw. 

The find He Md beard of }«irtguagt;reli:imHttqg 

<hit«f ihaiaft lajh, ficafcer hatfyf^'Jjedn tried out« ^bors, 
hut he d d riild IhmSt’bi heheheard dni thitig/o 
, in ibMt heufe. One oftbe Jti% to Mfm lim gdri* 

' i^ah tvd applied ftttd*' ^td Mfeify 

reuhntd th« iaf^bn hf Parlisittiti^ anJjneothir.was that 
day brought fatmfd tiyhas rCdd a fflSrd w, / jhe^c 


radictitedi if gr*t«l^ei!r' 
fiew^ the 





4;w,tbfefpca 
L |t|Mn tewr eba- 
wm* bin^ lmpar.> 
&^tive oxpo. 
o'W.iW'.y lhy?y«r 
lay 


I t 
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iiV that thefe ii^Ls went fan her than that ftatutc ; for by them 
the ftatuteol hJwaid III. was oiily made more explicit ami 
defined ; and this parliamentar\' dev laration, to fiiew what the 
law is, was wife and nci (liary, the fubjc'dls of the kingdom 
oiif^ht to know, and perfectly imdLTlIand, that liie law of 
trcid'on, an<l all th<; found and wholefome laws of the country 
were imp-krtial'y dealt cut to them, cfpccially thofe on vvhicii 
their lives depend. With regard to the firfi claufe of the 
no aroie upon that; in icfpcct to the pro\'rion which 

applied to the overawing of parliament, it was fit to tell the 
fibj;<£t whether bills were to betormedon certain circumftances 
amounting to offence; and it uas allb ncceflary that judges 
aiu! juries Iliould Know the fime. It w'as the duty of parha- 
n.cnr to make fo inPociting a fubjcdl evident to every capa¬ 
city. In li.ct the’e wii*^ nothing new in the Bill, except tip* 
c!au:c which he IiaJ juft alluded to, the claufc reipedted the 
ovl ra^vint':ofp.i iiamcnt. 'Fhat part was a meafure of legi- 
ihiMve [’M ience which fell now to be conildercd, and the 
houie woi'J dei ermine whether it ought to be adopted for three 
years, or rejeded. Were gentlemen not convinced of its 
ncceility? 'I'hjt queftion he decided for himfelf; he did not 
pretend to decide it for any other. He owned he was not a 
little fiirprifcd to fee gentlemen aifed to know nothing of the 
locietiesthat had caufed fuch juft alarms, or of the pernicious 
dodrines they had propagated and taught; efpeCially after 
luch convincing evidence had fo icpeateJly been given that 
fuch was the tendency cf their principles and proceedings. 
Could their innocence be proved, ami that the prefent mca- 
lures were not nectfl’ary, he wouKl be one of the firft to reilft 
rhofe very mcafures which he at prefent fek it his duty canieft- 
Jy to recommend and ftcaJfy \o I'upport. 

Rli. Attorney took a view of the diftcrent political focictier, 
;ind cf the fouicc from whence tney I'prung. France and 
French principles he looked upon as their fruitful parent. 
Hence the mother focietics; hence the affiliated ones that 
fpread thcmfclves over the whole furface ot the country. The 
engines they employed to diffufe their principles, were libels, 
feditious meetings, and induftrioufly diUcminating an idea that 
their number^ were imm. nfe ; at one time they boafted that 
they amounted to three hundred thoufand; at another they had 
ftated themfelvesas forming the majority of the nation. 

I'hcir progrefs had fincc been fomewhat checked by the late 
trials for high treafon, and the furpenllon of the Habeas Cor^ 
tus Adf; but fcarccly were thefe reftraints and intimidations 
VoL. II. J795. 3 H removed 
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^ripmovtd, but thev had r^^rhA anew thejf hcad§ with re^ ' 
eova^ Kardihooa. If he idid jfiot know thefe things, he 
. c^d not defend the Bills, It was neeeilary at this tim^ to 

S "'Ve up a part of the valuable privileges of the Conftitution, 

. at we might not lole their enjoyment for ever. It had been 
^ ■; Urged that this Bill was all a pretence to introduce a new law 
Ir/^pefling mifdemeanor, for the purpofe- of preventing all 
’listings for the difeuffion of the important fubjeft of parlia¬ 
mentary reform. Did gentlemen mean to fay that which 
formerly legal with refpedt to that objcdl would how be 
illegal i He was confident no fuch aiTcrtlon could be main¬ 
tained, He had heard over and over again of the cruelty of 
the profecutionS) and the feverity of the punifhinents for fc- 
ditictn. He could with confidence declare that there never 
bad been a cafe of the kind, in which he had been called upon 
to profeeme, that he did not ftate to the jury that He would 
rather have the gown ftripped from bis back than afle them to 
give a verdift contrary to their confcienccs. In the Ciife of 
jmifd^meanor, there was no alteration of the law, until the 
iecond offence, and even tberi the mercy of the fovereign 
coidd be interpofed, if it fhould be found that the cafe cither 
merited, or required it. This was a proper and conftitutional 
qualification to the laws, and no rational and refleding man 
would deny that w;hat ought to be an objedt of general pre- 
- vention, ought certainly to haive a fpecific punifliment legally 
attached to itl 

Mr, Fox entirely agreed with his honourable and learned 
Jfriend (Mr. Jekyll) in thinking that there were no terms of 
’ reprobation and contempt too Icvere for the two important bills 
Which minifters had brought on the fudden into parliament. 
After hearing feveral fpecches of the learned gentieman (the 
Attorney General) with all the attention of which he was 
capable, and after examining minutely the amendments which 
the had Uiidergotpc in the committee, he confefled that at 
^ that moaient, as much as ever he was difpofed to objedt to 
4 every tittle and claufe of it. He ftill retained the fame oh-* 
n againff the claufes relative both to fedition and mifde- 

1 lAesuiOf that be had ever entertained. He was prejudiced 
the bill from its very preamble. An outrage had been 
comp^fted upon the perfon of the fovereign, and a new en* 
a' aftiflrieiit was made, not for the better fecurity of the life of the 
Kiog, (CT that was impoffiblc, but to coaftitute an attempt to 
itVoverawis the houf^^^ into a fubffantive treafon, 

/S;Hc, was toldthep was.merely declaratory; and 

||ie told^ time, that it was merely tempprary, ^ 

'' atem- 
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!a temporary declaratory bill, he had no hefitation to pronouii«^ 
an abfurdity, and a conrradiflion in terms, * ;*r 

That me bill went to create new treafons had been confi^' 
dcntly denied; he muft however affirm the direft contrary and 
aflbrt that it did create new treafons, ii it was admitted that there ’ 
was any difference between an act being high treafbn,and ana^ 
being only evidence of high treafon. At prefent an overt aft 
an evidence of high treafon j but by the provifions of tWs 
bill, thofe adts which were before only evidence of treafbOy 
became in themfelves fubftahtive treafons. And if new fuB- . 
llantive treafons were created, new conftructions would be 
made iip^m thefe treafons, fo that not only all the conffruSions 
of the prefent ftatnte would be confiituted into fubffantiire 
treafons, but new conftruClions would arife upon thele new 
created treafons, which would perplex the ftatute to a degree ' 
that vvou'd render it irnpolilbie to be fairly underftood. He 
had no objection 10 a declaratory bill, explanatory of the 
ftatute of lidaa»*d the third, by which it mi{;,ht be reduced to 
its pKiin, finiple and original meaning. The prefent bill, 
however, he did not confid r to be by any means calculated 
for that purpofe. It was indeed, the fafnion to fay, that it 
w'-iis ncccflary to give Ibnic noMltional fccurity to the perfon of 
the fovercign. He would nevcrihdefs contend and maintain 
that it w'as not the natural effect of the extchfion of penal 
laws to confer fecuriiy; and he appealed to the hiftory of the 
world for the truth ot his »»pinion. Was there ever aainftance 
in any country in which flic i<.;vei-eign, whether he was in-^ 
dividual, or whether that power w'.o (ieputed to an aflembly, 
was indebted for fecurity to the fever:ly of a penal code. He 
called upon the hoiife tti Iwolc ii.to the hiftory of the bad times 
of the world and tocompatc his isbiervafton with faftsj and, 
if they were not fjtificd with that conip.uifon, he deli red that 
they would judge of it upon the expeiieuce of more modern 
times. If they looked at the fall o» the late unfortunate King 
of France,' they would lind that his fate w^as not owing to the 
laws againft tjcafon being too mild and moderate : the hws of 
France upon that fubjeft were fanguinary enough to fuit the 
palate of any gentleman in that houfe. When Robefpierre 
•fell, the law^s againft treafon were certainly fanguinary enough. 
When tlic King of Sweden fell, the laws there againft treafon 
were fanguinary enough. So, in the times of Chafles the 
fiift and fecond; and fo in .ill the hiftory of our country, in 
which plots real or imaginary had ever been talked of. ‘ What 
Iclfon thereioredid thole hiftbr.cal records hold out? Thitthe 
feverity ot the laws of treafon rather tended to jflreate than 

3 H deftroy 
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dcfftroy suid pii: an end to plots againft government and the " 
perfon of tlw l4ipremc governor All thoYe (»utragcs hid not 
arif^*/ron) 4 Q imperfedtion in the treafon 'dws, but from a 
or cnthufialm of the people^ when Iceing and feeling 
iheTrJiberties invaded, f he prelent bill might occaAon the evils 
ft £med toprevtiit) or which obje£f in his opinion the provi- 
fipns were not aaapteJ. Fiom whai time weie the re ulations 
of the prefent bill borrowed ? Were they not cof icd fiom the 
reign pf Charles the ftcond, a pripce agamfi who , cer- 
tainlyy not the fewcA ptrfonal attack had been directed. As 
ften as the bill refpiedled the law of tre fon, m his opinion^ 
it"created new fuhftantivc treaions, by conftituting an attempt 
to overawe the parliament, an ovcit adt of treafon. He 
would not fuppofe that the fiam of ' f bill intended that an 
, attempt to overawe the paili *i enr, by iL'* \iolence of prayer 
and of petition, fliould be conndei e ’ as an o\ ert adi of trea¬ 
fon. If however they meant to nnic i’*c pc lalty to hoftiliiics 
dire£led againft parliament, the pro\ il^on, he confidered, as 
fqperAuous, as it would be impoflible to v\agc hoftilicies 
againft either houfe of parliamen', without, in the firft place, 
making an attack upon the perlon of the lovcrcign. It had 
been ft<'tsd, that a convention had met for the c'prcfs purpofe 
of ovc t*wmg the kgiflature , but of this he had never heard 
any th ^ ^ at could be coniidercd as proof, alTertions he had 
heard rf abundance. He had fome material objccfions to 
another ilaufe "eipedlmg treafoii, which had been fomewhat 
altered m he c< iiimittce, but which in iomc refpects had not 
bcc|i* altei i for t ic better. The claufe to which he re¬ 
ferred w*! 'hat in whi( h t >e words writing or overt 

aQ or deed*’ occurred. - he word otLt wds put out, but 
he coatd not underftana wha^ was mean by the woids 
that were fuffered to rema m. If there was cither ftnfc or 
grammar in the e^p^eiS i, fomething die than an overt adt 
meant. Aitu it writing was contra-diltinguifbcd from 
aiv overt adt to be coniidcred as a fubftantive treafon, he 
demanded with what pr ^ i tv, or upon what giounds, it 
was declared, that the prcient bill was merely explanatory of 
tie ftatute of Ldwaid tht third ? 

Baying fold hus much u^on the treafon part of the bill, which 
he thought the leaft objediionable, he proceeded to remark 
upon the claufe refpecting tuifdemeanor. And here alio it was 
contended, that the ' ill did not go to create any new iiulde- 
^■phot, which he p ifitively aeiiicd, becaufe under the bill 
would have u m his power to lay to the jury, Do 
itM thefe words and Centences were fpoken with a 
^ defi;,n 
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* icdgn to excite the hatred and contempt of the people again^ 
the houfe of commons as at prefent conftituted and if the 
jury (hould find fuch a deflgn to be proved, the couit wouUl 
have nothing to do but to claim the right of explaining the 
law, and, under the legal conftru£tton of the ad^, to ehfii>r<fc 
its penalties. Upon this principle a meeting could not be held 
with a view to petition for a reform in parliament, without 
incurring the penalties denounced in the provifions of the ad» 
With regard to the penalty of tranfportation for the feebnd 
offence, he did not think that the arguments which he ,1^ 
urged, on a former night, had ever been anfwercd. He had 
afferted what he was not difpofed then to retratS; that the 
fame offence ought never to be puniflied with difFereht penal¬ 
ties, particularly when there were different (hades and degrees 
in the offence. The learned gentleman had pleaded the 
power of his Majefty to pardon, as an extenuation of the fe- 
verities of the aft. I'his privilege Mr. Fox Cvinfidered as 
abfolutcly ncceffary in a government fimilar to that of 
land y but there was a wide difl'erence between this privilege 
when applied to general and political crimes. It was notorious, 
that this privilege of the King was controlled in its ex^rcife 
by his minifters. In cafes of felony he would truft the com- 
paffion of almoft every miniftcr, but in ftate profecutions 
he would be backward in tniftingany miniftcr; becaufethefe 
were circumftances in which minifters were particularly in- 
terefted. It was faid that fedition was the reigning crime o£ 
the day: if it was, it looked ill for adminiftration; becaufe 
popular difeonrent was the ufiial and indeed the natural confe- 
<]uence of minifterial inircunduft, and he ventured topredift^ 
that if the prefent f) fleirt was obftinatcly purfued, ftill more 
alarming confcqiicnces would enfue. Such laws as thepre** 
fent bills would conftitute propofed againft fedition, wer^ta 
him objefts of abhorrence, becaule they were novelties un¬ 
known to the Fnglifh conftittition. He was more and niorb 
convinced of the reftitude of his opinion, when he rcfte(%d 
on thcdeteftable fyftem of criminal law praftifed in Scotland, 
the iniquitous and cruel fentence of the court of Jufticiaiy 
in which part of the kingdom, his M.ijefty’s minifters had not 
only fanftioned but elaborately defendeJ. I he trial of Mif« 
Muir, and the other unfortunate gentlemen who fufferei a 
fimilar fate, Mr. Fox could never think of \\ ithout expreffih^ 
his utmoft abhorrence. The fentence was an eternal difgrai^ 
to the court; and the Scotch judge who had affirmed, tbit hb ' 
punifhment was too fevere for the man who was gu lty of 
ticn, that the wretch ought to be expofed to wild beaif^: 

that 
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that judge, Mr. Fox faid, merited the univcrfal execration of 
mankind, and it would entail lafting difgrace on the prefent 
ItineSy as nothing more harlh, brutal, and unfc.lin: was to 
found in the arbitrary and oppreffive reigns of Charles 
i' the fccond, and Queen Alary. 

In the bill before the Houfc, the abominaMe and intolerant 
iptritof the Scotch court was attempted to be cllablifhcd. 
The proceedings were a national difgracc, and were not ex¬ 
celled in the barbarous code of the moft barbarous ages. Had 
Mr. Muir's cafe been fubmitted to an Englifh he 

WCHild, undoubtedly, have been acejuitted: but, whether 
totally acquitted or not, he w^as fully perfuaded that he never 
would have been configned to the f iflVrings which he had ex¬ 
perienced. 7 he noble and c;eiierou-’ I’pirlt of Kn^l. iid would^ 
have revolted at fuch excelilve and ovcrftninccl puniihmcnts. 
And, it ought never to be fosgotren, tint, notwiihftanding 
the grand jury found the bills againlt the perh'iis tried at the 
Old BailcVj tiic petty jury acquitted tiseni. He condemned 
the unlimited power which the bill was about to repofe in the 
executive government. 

By. the infamy of fpics and intr igues, both he and his coun¬ 
trymen were expofv’d to the indignation of the court party for 
the time being. Ha deprecated fuch an unconflitntional 
power, and boftovt cJ unbounded praife on oui anct llors for 
their wifdorn in rcdiiing any appearance of fiuh abominable 
eiKroachmenis upon the liberties of the people. If the dc- 
teftable of the Scotch law ivfpecling fedition w'c-re efta- 
bjifiied in this country, then farewel to ad liberty of fpeveh; 
then farewel to the familiarities of convehlution. I'he Icrv^nt 
who ftood behind his chair, if wlckv d enough, might betray 
him j and, feduced by thofe in power, might give infornia- 
don which would endanger both his life and liberty, Tlie 
maid-fervant of Mr. Aluir had acted in a llinilar luaniicr : 
vioiating the confidence repofed in every fervani by a master, 
0ie communicated to the friends of government thehoneft, 
ttfldifguifed expreffions of Mr. Muir’s mind. All that he had 
Irequenriy exprclled was, a wifli fer reform of ih.* abufes whit h 
he dady faw ; and no good man could lay his hand upon hts 
hea/t, and deny the rc-ftitude of his mind, when provoiccd by 
fi^ a ftftem as fullicd the country which gave it birth. 

Fox fuid, that if Mr. Reeves Ihould be found guilty 
IKf'the libel Ori that houfc, which had lately engaged their no- 
if be fliould be found to have recommended and clrcu- 
^JatedatK^ither infamous libel againil the conftitiition, written 
Arthur Young; and if he fliould alfo be found to have 

publilliei 
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publiflied at (lifFerent times libels againft the proteftant dif- 
ienters, marking them out as a defeription of people who 
ought to exterminated, he would even go upon his knees to 
befeech his Majefty, not to enforce againft Mr. Reeves a fen- . 
tence of trar*sportati(m. A good deal had been faiJ refpecSing 
hi^iVLijetty s refulinghis aflent to thofe bills. His own wi(h 
was for that prerogative of the crown to remain dormant and 
quiescent. It v/as a prerogative which he believed, would 
fully be a favourite, while it was not attempted to be ^xer- 
rifeJ. He trufted, that if the bills fhould pafs, they woulS 
meet with a fpeedy repeal. He rather trufted that the people 
would p* tltion his Majefty to diflblve parliament, which was 
their undoubted right, if ever parliament had a£led in fuch a 
way as to require an iriterfercnce of that kind. He rejoiced 
that on the prefent occafion, the fpint of the people had (hewn 
ilfdf to be alive ; and he trufted, that the difplay which had 
been made fjf the energy of the public mind, would be at- 
tendL’.i with the happlcft efFe£h. The bills formed a crifis in 
the hiftorv of tlie co intry j inafmuch as they were a depar¬ 
ture from the whole fyftcm of the principles of the conftitu- 
tioi). piefont bill was modelled upon an of Charles II. 
The people of England had, in his opinion, committed a 
worfe oftence, by the unconftitutional reftoration of that Mo¬ 
narch, than even by the death of Charles 1 . It was a mea- 
furc which originated in a period when the parliament gave 
lip to the king the d.fpofal of the military force, and furren- 
dcied the liberties of the people, at the foot of the throne, 
sphere was one claufe in the act of Charles the fecond, which 
fbevved the fpirlt of thofe times. By this claufc it was made 
penal to fay the king was a p.ipift. And why ? Becaufe fuch 
was the prccife fa( 5 t. It was rather inaufpicious in the pre- 
lent momenf, that it fliould be thought neceirary that a bill 
Ihould be adopted to prevent people from telling the truth. 
No man would however fiy that George III. wms a papift. 
What however was the objeit of the prefent bill ? By this bill 
men were forbidden to fpeak of the defects of government, 
and of thofe abufes wWch were growing up from day today, 
to deftroythe fpiritofthe conftitution. If minifters had nut 
been confeious of the exiftence of thofe defeats, they would 
nut have forbidden men to^dlfcufs them. He had fomewhere 
read, that after the defeat of Brutus and Caftius, a decree bad 
been paflld that Augulius, who was then raifcd to thehigheft 
dignities of the flate, fhoiild not be called a boy, puerne ma^ 
jejhati popuU Romj/ii dtiraHant, Auguftus palled no fuch 
deefee at the latter end gf his reign j nor did Tiberius, at 

any 
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Rttv period, feel fuch a decree to be neceflary. The prefent 
bill was a !kw againft proclaiming the dcfedls of the con* 
at a period when the government was every day 
bthlgfng on frefh abufes. The bill was itfeif an intolerable 
giteHncc. •• This is the laft opportunity, faid Kir. Fov, 
Suit 1 may have to ftate my fentiments with refped to thefe 
bilb, I feel it therefore incumbent upon <he to declare, that 
mydl^ediions ftill remain unimpaired. The one is calculated 
10'prevent the liberty of fpeech; the other the liberty of 
w^ting and publifhing. If thefe bills be carried into cfFcdl, 
and if tlidr inflitchce extend to the national charadler, other 
n^ons will be enabled to fay, they who were oi.ee renowned 
for conquering tRhers, had made a lhameful conqueft of them* 
felves. 

The ChanccUor of the Exchequer he was led by a fciife 

ofpublick duty to anfwer fome of the obfervatioris of the 
xight honourable gentleman who had juft fet down, and to 
ftate free from obicurity, or difguife the true nature of the 
will, its objedls and provifions. He would however at that 
late hour trouble the Houfe with as few obfervacions as pof* 
lible. He agreed with the right honourable gentleman that 
the time when thefe bills were to be ensued, fonned a crifts in 
the political ihiftory of the country,! no doubt an important 
crifis, when a fet of dangerous and dcfigning men with unpre¬ 
cedented attacks were feeking to deftroy the old and venerable 
conftitution of the country. 

The queftion then was, whether the king, lords, and com¬ 
mons of this country, reforting to the wildom of their an- 
ceftors^ from whom they derived the inheritance of their go¬ 
vernment, Ihould, with wliolefome enactments, meet the 
dingcis which threatened it; or whether they Ihould prevent a 
fubtle and defxgning enemy from deftroyingit; whether, when 
their enemies affumed a mask and now carry on thofc defigns 
fecretly, which no long time had elapfcd fincc they carried on 
c^nly, the king, lords and commons of Great Britain ihould 
foacch the conlhtution from thejr grafp,. or furrender it to 
be mangled and torn by thefe dctciled Spoliators. 
One gentleman (Mr. Jckyll) in a fjK'cch apparently 
ftudied, with a great deal ol prepared and elaborate at¬ 
tack, had declared the bills Co be infernal, and ufed 
tgpw which, if meant to ^charadterife thofe bills, were too 
Jwcrboltcal for the elFuilons of pradlical exaggeration, Aiio- 
Ker honourable gentleman (Air. Sheridan) who had always 
^beentht champion cxclufively of the democratic; part of 
’Britift conftitution, had faid, that if he was by rank entitled 

to 
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• to demand an audience^ he would befecch. the .King to exen 
ihat jj^wer veiled ip hii^^ l>y the cpnftitution^,;Of putting hi» 
negative on thtfle bills/^ W 
man think it woui 4 be' d(:ca^us in a grave 
fellor of!thp crpwn, to gp lb bis Maie% with his 
reje<^ thefe bills, which wbre to be.o^ered to him 
two farancb6s of th.e Wiffaturc, as a teftimony CfiSPfe'' 

cern for the fafcl^ of nis, Voyal perfon^ and 
bended a falutary qiat^ment ip fupport pf their own.coi^|^r% 
tional rights ? That honourable gentleman had 
to fay that fuch a counfellor would receive 
by fuch advice. The right honourable geotlcman who f{^i^ 
Jail, would advife his Maiefty not to put his negacivppn the > 
bills, but immediately to diflblve his parliament, which he f^d; 
was his coaftitutional right. It certainly was part pf 
powers and prerogative of the crown, to diffilvc-theparlia- 
ment •, but there had been a time when that right bqpoumh^ ^ 
gentleman was not quite fo well convinced that fuchdi^l^'^' 
tion was an unqucilionable excrcife of a juft prcrogariv%| 
the contrary, when the loud voice of the people, was» heard,, 
from all quarters, about twelve years ago, againft a particulafr 
public meafure, that honourable gentleman not only queftioned.' 
the conilitutional right to diftblve in fuch circumRances, > 
branded the diilblutlon which took place, as pcrfe£lly 
ftitutional. If his Majefty Ihould have advifers that woul 4 < 
give fuch counfel, he would only fay, that they would no$ 
thofe who were in the habit of giving his Majefty advice^ and 
were refponfible for the advice they gave. , 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer proceeded in iubftai^c 
as follows: “ A ftrong proof to me that the crifis to which 
^ have referred is determined, is the different language whiqh 1 
now find to be held by the right honourable gentleman, (Mr* 
Fox.) He has no longer any hopes to prevent the bills Trpai' 
being enadect, but be trufts to the people in order.tp bavo, 
them fpeedtly repealed. I am glad to find that the right..^ 
honourable gcotlemah'is become lo far a convert to the fyftefii 
of moderation, that he looks to fee how many he can, bring . 
to concur with him in endeavouring to procure the repeal w 
the bi!!S| if they fhould pafs into laws, and not how. 
many he may think it prudent to refill their operation. 1 ao^ , 
glad to find that this d(^rine of refiftance, on which fo nuich 
ftrefs was laid in an earlier ftage of ftie bufuiefs, is not at thiA. 
time uppermoft in the mind of the right honourable geptle* 
man. t traft that the avowal and juftiiicarion of 
trine wUl no^ jfink deeper in the mindii of any 
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CQUMninit)', anj produce that imficeffion vhich Tuch a uine^- 
'^Itailpilated to make on eWjnt and pnenlighteaetf 

U that Senorance be mifld and pa^m ehUktned, 
ifadeed may be the conieqneHoes on U)eir fotpre tMi- 
t troft that the dan^r tvbilcb wai incnhbd td thb 
E« unU <^etate as a wanAing to prevent eentienien frMh 
,—YanJ haftlly broaching do^incs m*^e beat oF debaW, 
lfttbi9«n!gnt pnmce die pernitlotA eleids oh tKb nriMb 
ibf^ .long after their better Judgmeot and the more 

thjillliik ddiberatSon had erad!ieated them ftpm their own. 
|tiMin|; noticed tbefe Mbeni topics, I prooecd now mfore par> 
‘ lietitalrw to cobfider the natuiie of the pre&nt hill. The fdb- 
it itmfes nfelf into two points. I ihall firft advert to that 
rtdr the bill which afTech the ejcifting law ofbreaibn; and 
xmdly, to the pat ticular fpecics of mildemeanor to which the 
JKfi is calctdated to apply. Firft, the BUI makes a confpiracy 
’io do aiiy thii^ that may tend to the King’s death, to maim 
'‘W'tO'do him any fpecies ot bodily injory, to reftrain and im> 
fMiftdtiik perfon, or tofeek to make him alter, by force, the 
wW afa ret of hiS government a fubftantive treafon. Thefe by 
the iiatate of the 15th of Edward III. were only made overt 
nds, of compaffing and imaginnw the King’s death. By the 
)^efehi Bin they are made dinxt and l<jbftamive freafons. 
iiy the other part of the Bill it was made treafon to levy war, 
Id overawe die kgiflaiture. The right honourable gehdenhan 
«. Ikhd afked, might not the people attempt to inffuenra the de- 
Setfion of ^e l^ilature by the force of opinion, by the tdo- 

< itotce of prayer i He forgets that the Bill does not preclude 
t>lbepeople from any peaceable and legal mode (^bringing for- 

^bad thdic opinion, in order to influence the fentiments of 
' Ilirkgiflattnre, that it does not interfere with th^ 

Prdkenc them from cartying to therr reprefentatives, ih decent 
'JMd orderly language, their fenfe of public meafures. The 
t IMfon dercribed by the Bill attaches only to thofe Whb levy 
' '|Mir.‘in mder to dveraWe the legiflatore. Will ihe honour* 

< «Ub gentlchian contend, that levying war has any conhexion 
I bfildt that mode of exprefling opinion, which is infrififldl! to 

laiiMncethe proceedings m a Icgiflative body? TVYi^ 
lidliDumble gehtleman ohjedb to fhe preamble, wiudh, W dih 
hb feeihs not to have read.*-(Mr. Fox exprefldd fiMde 
sfld^nation at this charge) I did not mean comhioed ^ 
Otbocellnr of the IDxchequer, tiutt the right hohbdnlblb 
t jge n tlB in aa ought to have read the preamble t|s %rt dlf bib 
saaech} but undoubtedly he feems not to bavo'^ttin^ tO 
tte iMter pait of <bat preabhle. He iaid,^:it l;e W nb 

' piekihble 
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* gamble that |did not ft^tc truth. He affirmed* that the Pft- 
f )nble made the attache bn hia Majeft)' the mndation pt the 
an 4 contended* that dtpugh the Bill purported t^«8 
iecUritp of hjs Ma}ei^''s p^rfon, and the piefeiiraUthli^ 
his goveroqnent, it did not, m la6t, tend to give to ditofS^ngr 
additional fecurity. If the right honouiahle gendemanahM 
gone farther, and* read the latter part of the pehidtbh^' &e 
yiould have found, that it was not Uf narropred suad^ 

4$ he had deferibed \ that it ftated not only the att^fSiikitin hip 
M^efty, as the ground of the Bill, but alib 
ipeeches and publications of evil-diifKifed perfoos. ^ 
iitioo to the right honourable gentleman, 1 
the proviftons ot the Bill are c ilculated to give greattf 
to his Majedy’s perfon and government, and that the g^owm 
dated in the preamble are commeufurate to all the obyeos 
which the Bill has m view. In all times, when the peidui 
ot the Sovereign has been fuppofvd to be endangered, a lasf 
in thofe terms has been paiTea. We are noHiow, for the fitffi 
tune, bruiging forward a fpeculative Ail, of the probaiblo cop*' 
lequences of which we cannot pretend to judge; but pro VO 
copying the wifdom of our anc'ftors} we are adopting the 
falutary precautions offoimcr times. Aits, of which this is 
a tranfeript, were palled in the reigns of Queen Elipabadif 
and Chaites the fecond. Ebz^beth has been reproached as 
arbitrary Princcfs. It cert un that her life was tbreateiveu 
from many quarters. But how tar is the charge that 
A& is a weak and inefficient mcafure, confident with the dof- 
cription which has been given of her character f Jf {he seas 
an arbitrary Princefs, it furely is not likely that, whetclier 
own prefervatioa was concerned, {he (hould adopt meqiGnKp 
inadequate to the purpofe. The pa* 1 lament ot Charles the 
ibcoiid has been acculed with m .k.u g many facrifices tb ^0 
throne. It is not, therefore, probiblc that, in the ertgsfs of 
their loyalty, and ^ fuperabundance of their z al, diey'dml^ 
have negleoed to put a fuffiicieiu guard around the King's 
peribn. Thus does the reafoning of thofe gentlem w, lb »r 
at jiead as concerns the efficacy of the mcaiure, retort upoa 
tbemfeives. Such laws having paiTed in different periods 
our biftory, and having in no indance been found iofufficient^ 
we have a drong and weil'gr'iunded prcfumption diat they irp 
pvell calculated to adbrd fecurity to the perfon of the Soveragn* 
They apply dfreCily the penalties of treafon to that fpecies'of 
offitnee the perfon pf the Sovereign, to which htdiprfs 
4be^ cou^ qnly ,haire ciicuiroudy been brought to attach, 
qpiidltote diofe ads fpbfbntative treafbpSi whici> 

3 1 2 ' fore 
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fore could only have been brought to prove the criminal in-' 
tentibh. But an inftance yet frc(h in our memories, and 
which made too deep an impre/Hon on the Houfe to be ealily 
forgotten, will beft illuftrate the propofition. Suppofing the 
pibrtbn who threw the ftone at his lilajefty, on his way to 
parliament, to have been difeovered and brought to trial, he 
would not have wanted an able and eloquent advocate to have 
pleaded, “ that by throwing the ftone he had no intention of 
feribufly injuring the perfoii of the Sovereign; that he was 
a&dated by no deliberate, malicious purpofe ; that he 
was carried away by the impulfe of the moment; that he 
meant by throwing the ftone only to mark more ftrongly 
that fthtiment of indignity to his Majefty, which excited the 
clamours of difapprobaiion among the furrounding multitude, 
and to exprefs his own feelings of icfentmcnt from the con. 
tinuanceof the war.** It is poffiblc (I do not fay that it 
would be juftified by the found conftrudlion of the Jaw) even 
that fuch a defence, drelled up with ingenuity, and enforced 
with the eloquence with vi^hich it would not fail to be fup- 
ported, might induce an honeft jury to pronounce a verdict 
of acquittal* The intention of this Biii was to cirt off the 
poffibilityof fu h a defence being made in extenuation of 
fuch an A£t, tf» remove from the offender all hopes of cfcapc 
hy fubterfuge and cvafion, and by making the remedy more 
fimple, to diminiOi the danger. But it was faid, why not 
make a new declaratory law ? It was neceffary that the pre- 
fcnt (houid be an enaciing and not a declaratory Jaw, be- 
caufe it only made that which was already, Treafon by the 
ftatute of the 25th of Edward III. Treafon under another 
branch) and to be laid in a different manner in the indiit- 
^ment. As to the prefent Bill making now treafons, which 
were not before known to the law of England, in contradic¬ 
tion to fo injurious an alTertion, he rcferied to the writings 
of Lord Hale, and Sir Adatthew Foiler. "['hefe icarntJ 
and venerable judges had given a hiftory of the different 
ftatutes of treafoM, accompanied with their own comments. 
«The object of the picfcnt Bill was clearly to define the true 
meaning of the old law, which was now only to be draw'n 
out of a long fcrics of judicial expofitions. It w'as in order 
to guard againft all ambiguous and doubtful interpretauon, at 
a time when it was nccellary to provide agrdnft a politive and 
immediate danger. Muft not fuch be kit to be the cafe, 
when a daring attack has fo recently been made on theperfon 
of his Majefty, and when the inftance of the precife danger 
againft which the Bill is direded, happened under our. own 

eyeS) 
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eyes, and at the door of parliament. The Bill alfo made an 
attempt to overawe the legiflature, high treafon. Was it 
necclTary, by any long deduction of argument, to prove 
iieccflity of fuch a precaution at a moment when fheir 
ed focietics holtiie to the authority and cxiftence.of par* 
liament ? I'hofe /ocieties, ineetirjg under the (pecks pftir 
tcxt<i of parliamentary reform, and the ri^htof petitioning,em* 
ployed a langjiage which fufficiently ftewed bow far tbolc 
were their ica! objects. They declared that the five 
dred anJ eighty-eight gentleman of St. Steph^n*S Oiapd 
might go about their bufincfs. They took every opporcumtjr 
to villify the charafter of the legiflative body, to exprefs their 
contempt of its authority, and 10 (hew how much they were 
difpofed to uliirp its fund ions, and, if poiTiblc, annihilate its 
exigence. 'I'hc right honoiiiable gentleman has dealt much 
ill general topics of dc-clarailon. He laid that he had never 
found that the lives cf i'rinces had been fife in proportion to 
the fan^'nnarv laws and the feverc pimiflimcnt'' which had 
been inltiruted for their protection. J'hus, I rnuft remark, 
that the prefent is no luw Imguinary law, that it cnates no 
extraordinary levcriry of puniihnicnt, Jf the light honour¬ 
able gentleman thinks that the perfon of the bove^cignjs 
not rendered lafcr by the piiniihments which the law las de¬ 
viled for his proteciion, this argument goes to repeal all ibe 
cxitiing laws of trcaibn. He chufes, however, to appeal to 
the teltimony of expeiicnce, and to the cx'am[ile ot former 
periods c»f ibc hlftory of this country. He ;;lk' wnether, not- 
withftanding the exceliive loyalty of the parliament, ai.d the 
extreme vigour of the lav\s, there were not fomc real plots in 
the reign of Charles II. bcfides the (ham plots that w'ete 
brought forward to ferve a particular purpofe. That 
courfc ot that reign the parliament made rr.uny (hameful cem- 
relTioiis, [ am ready to admit; but 1 can bv^ no means ailo\*f 
that it was a blind indilcriminaiing ipiric of devotion to the 
Monarch which gave rii’e to the Act, of which tnc JJil' is the 
dounter-parr. Neither can 1 allow that the e perfons, who 
were concerned in effc<iting the rcilor.Tnon, left principles 
altogether out of their view, tlumgh, perhips, they regietted 
to employ foint* precautions whicn it would have b-^en wife 
and proper to have aJopfed. in order to prove that fome re¬ 
gard was had to principles in the Aci of the reiloration, it is 
only ncceliary to refer to the hiftory of the times, and to the 
peiibns concerned in that event. Hyde, Earl of Clarendon, 
and thofe who were connedied with him, were not men en¬ 
tirely indificrent about the Englifh conilitution, or likely to 
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be pa^iUcs m a trapfa 9 ion, where its principles were entirely 
krtouc of contemplation. But with refpea to this particular 
he had the fanciion of the venerable name of Serjeant 
ttkyrmrd, who was o:ic of the perfons then ciTip!Q3^cd in fram-^ 
ing the Bill for the fecuriry of bis Majefty’s ^rfon. Imme« 
iiiMriy after the reftoration, this truly conftitutional lawyer 
had 6id, That except for that event Ke had been on the 
eve not only of furvivioi* lawyers, but the laws.” ('rh<? Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer was remin Jed that thefe worda wi^ re 
ffX)ketvnot after the rdloration, but after the revoignon.) I 
my error-^ihefc words were fpoken after the revolution; 
aiid is it likely that the venerable peifon, wh^-, during the 
coOrie of a long and honourable life, liad pref rvtd his attach¬ 
ment to the conftitution, (hould h;uc fo entirely torgoUen its 
jpirit; or departed from its principles, in framing that Bill 
which had ib frequently been referred lo in the difeu^on ? 
But Invill afk the right honourable gentleman, does be attri- 
Ibute the plots in the tnne of Charles 11 . to tiic adoption of new 
}aws, and the unufual feverity ol punifhmci^t ? or does be not 
rather attribute them to the repeated breaches of law couioiic* 
ted by that Monarch, and to the attcoipts whicl* he made, at 
diSbrent periods of his reign, to govern without a p.irliamciU ? 
Among his other aJlufioiis to hiftorv, the right honourable gen- 
t^man refers to the itign of Robcrfpicrc. He i'iks, whe ther 
that tyrant derived any lecurity fom that fyliem of terror which 
Jhe employed as the engutc ot his governmem, and which he 
iitfyoned bv a Urge military force r 1 appeal to the Houfr, how 
lar this allufton can, with any propriety, applv to the prefent 
4 f(cufiiQn ? I appeaJ to the houfe, luivv far the queftion, w-hc- 
ther a lawtefs, wanton, and barbarous fy ft cm of proferiptiori 
2 l!id carnage, is calculated to afford fccurity to the tyratiay 
from which it origin;.tts—can pofftbly bear a comparifui w'i'h 
'■the eS'ecl of thofe regulations which we are now employed in 
^enaefing for the fccurity of his Majefty’s pcrfpn, who is the 
4 bjcdl of the jfffe< 51 ions of his people, and for the picfcrvaiion 
6 f chat governmentj which is the hell pledge for iheir happi- 
tfe&. 1 fball now very Ih rtly advert to tnc f*cond parr of the 
bill, which relates to mifdemcanors. The firft queftion i5, 
Avbcthcr, in any poliiblc c.tfe of m^fdcmcanor, tranipoitrUiun 
a pumftimcnt which ought lo be kfi to ihe dih retiofi of fhe 
court. iVlifi*enieanorsare undnuotedly of very difier:ciH jlort^, 
and urtlefs tney can be marked our and graduated by feme/caie 
of Icgiilative rcgidaMon, it is medrury that, in adjulluG^ tibe 
punijhn.ent, fotnething IhcHiid he left u* diferetson*' .The 
Ihifdcnjicanors -agaiull: which the prefent bili is direfled, arc of 
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the moft ferious dcfcription. They are thofe offencas whfcll 
’are produdive of the worft confcquenccs^ which militate 
agalfift the welfare of the whole community, which are caJw 
culated to difturb the order, and interrupt the tranquillity cf 
fociety. If we look to the ordinary operation of law, and 
compare the fpeci-es of mifdemcaiiors defcribsd in this bill^ 
with other oftenccs which are at prefent puniihahle with 
trartl*portlric3n, I appeal to the houfe whether thofe offences, 
either in point of moral guilt, or of pubhe danger, are to be 
compared to the ads againft which this bill is calculated to 
guard, "i'he right honourable gentleman has defcanted oil 
thehardlhip of the fcntencc, and talked of the comp^oa 
due to individurib, who, from having been placed in abetter 
fituation of life, had been doomed to experience its rigours. 
Ibat it is a fentcnce at all times fevere in its operation I can* 
not but admit; that it becomes nioie particularly fi when the 
perfon who is its objed has been placed in a refpedtable and 
comfortable fituation; that fuch a perfon ftjo^ald be com;>ellcd 
to ahan<!fyn the fociety to which he had been accuftomed, for 
t ompanions of a very different def t? ^tiou j dut he fhould be 
doomed to relinqiiifn his native hi'.ti, the romloris of hislitu- 
ation, and cuiidemncd to aAbciatc with the rudeff and vtleft 
of mankind, is a confideration winch muff naturally imprefs 
every mind With ccmpafiion. But while we feel compaflioii 
for the individual, wc muff recoiled, that, as leglflators, there 
is a duty which we owe to the public paramount to every other 
conlider^ttion. We inuft rccolledt, that if the punilhmeiit 
rifes in prt^portion to the fituation which the individual held in 
fociety^ and that if our pity is more ffrongly excited from die 
conlidcraiion of thefe advantages he has forfeited, fo alfo is 
thcenormity of the crime aggravated by the fame conffd^^* 
ticMi; and he, who, being placed in a rel'pecfable and com- 
fbitable fituation, fubjccts himidf to the penalties of 
wanting the temptation to err, wants alfct the apology for of¬ 
fence. If the ignorant and unenlightened individuaCthebfiral 
and deluded inffrument, is doomed to puniihmcnt for the 
crime, which, dVom the inftruction or the example of others, 
he has learned to rogard as a virtue, with what fenoments 
muft Wc look to the in after work-man, who perverts the ad¬ 
vantages of education, ^ibufcb the talents of nature, and em¬ 
ploys the very diftinitions which he derives from the prefent 
order 0 f fociety, as means of attack ag.jinft the cxiftency 6 f 
^focit^y itfelf ? I have only to call ujion the houfe, to confider 
what is the dcfcription of offence againft which the piin^« 
'inent is diredkrd. ft is not to apply twice to the offbnee ^lac 

may 
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may have previoufly been committed, but to the fecoiid in- 
ftance of offence after conviction. An objcclion \v<;s darted 
that the fpecics of crimes comprehended under the picfent bill, 
ws of a defcription of the nature of which it was jiot within 
the province of a jury to judge. His honourable friend (the 
i^ttorney Gcnerrd) has dated to the houfe what is his own 
prafltic?. He has always left to the jury to decide whether 
the innocent caufe affigned was the real motive of the adtion ; 
but in dating this, he had dated not only that mode of practice 
which is confoiinable to tlie liberality of his own fentimcnis, 
but which is landioncd by the liberal fpiiit of the laws of Krig- 
land. There is no legal privilege which may not be made 
Afi pretext to cover the nioit illegal aclior.s. 1 mull: particu¬ 
larly remark, in order to obviate mifrcpicfcntation, that no¬ 
thing is made a crime by theprefent bill width w.;s not before 
criminal, a.vd fubjeefed to a fcvcic pur.iihir.cnt by the com¬ 
mon law of England. After what 1 ha\e Jrcjdy faiil, I have 
nothing further to add, as I concuve tlic pit font bill to be 
fupported on the pLuneit and fimploli: grounds on w'hich any 
Icgiflutive proviTion was ever offered to this houfe-’’ 

Mr. jPV rule to explain. He Lid, tiia: the minidcr had 
taken the liberty to lay that he had that night i uioer conlidercd 
what means to take for the repeal of thole bill'*, than to fee 
how mai y agree witr^ him to rcfilt: “ faid Mr. Fox, 

this is one or the mod grofs mifreprcientations that even be 
ever made againd me; fo grofs that I hardly know how to 
behave to hinii upon it. I do nor know how to believe that 
any tn^n, who has the feelings or the candour ot a gentleman, 
could ifate this, is there another man in this houfe, who 
will fay, tnat this is a real datement of what t faid ? i)id I 
fay /b, or even iiny thing bkc it ? I willi gentlemen would 
do me jufticc. Did 1 fav any thing like what has been to¬ 
night imputed to me ? Did 1 not date the direct contrary, as 
to the diiCinne of fcriftciiCe at lead? I afk thi*;, bccaufe I 
will not repeat all that 1 Lid upon th;*t iubject. But led 
fame pcifons may affect to fay tnai I have dunged mv opinion 
upbn that lubject, 1 will date again---that it ;.icts paL, of the 
defcription ot this which is now' beffrr, and that w'hich has 
paffed this houk, winch ait* manijxllly to fubvert the confti- 
tuiioii of this country, by a nrjj,;rity of parliament, agalntt 
the decided will of the people; and they have no regular means 
of recovering their lilnmies, my opinion that then refiftancc 
matter of prudence and nut of morality. 1 ceitainly ftaied 
tits opinion generally.” 

i Qjamdkr cf thg (clt l4lmrcir called upon by 

« what 
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• what had fallen from Mr. Fox, and he faid, he was glad the 
*1 Ight honourable gentleman had explained himfelf. He under- 
ftood him, in confeqiiencc of his explanation, to fubferibe to an 
explicit declaration, that he thought refiftance, on the part 
of the people, was imprudent, even when the maiority of 
them were againft the law. He had conceived the ohgma] 
dechiiatiDri to bear, the conftrucfion which he had put upon it. 
"I hrit if the majority of the people were againft the law, the 
pf'ople ought 10 relifb—[A 5 ? / No ! Nj f was refaundedfrom 
ih‘: oiLiir Jide,'] “ I did not hear the right honourable gentle¬ 
man qualify the expreflion as he does now,’' faid the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer, ‘‘ if he fays he did, I fhall not dtf- 
pute it. What 1 undcrftooJ him to fay was, that if die 
rruijority of the people were againft the law, then refiftance 
wooM be, not a queftion of morality, but of prudence. 
Wh.uhcr in tiic con:e\'t of his fpeeches, either within' the 
houfc, or w'ithout this houlc, he has been molt fuccefsful to 
prnruic a majority pgainft thefe bills, I lliall not determine. 
Whether he hits omitied in the houfe any thing that he has 
fi.d out of it, I know not. He puts the queftion to be a quef- 
ti jn not of morality, but of prudence ; whether this opituoa 
nowa/!C('Sio the temper oi his mind 1 (hall not determine, 
but I muft fay lii.n it was at lea ft Imprudent in him." 

Mr. Fox, It my exprcftions are to be made thus formal, 
i ii'.hd: that they be llatcd fiiily; 1 will repeat them. What 
I r.tid w'iis—if thefe bills be, as I think them to be, palfed 
the decided majority of the country, and executed to 
the extent of tiicir provifions. [T/.rrc bting a loud cry of bear / 
hearl\ —1-Ie proceeded—“I defire that rny words may be 
taken down ;—Good God Sir • This is the fecoiul time I 
have been nufreprefented this very night, and I inlift upon 
I'einiT heard now. I appeal to every man of honour in this 
houfc. I afk if I did not fay, to the extent oftheir provifions, 
a:nl by which all Engiilhinen would be prevented from enjoy¬ 
ing tfitir rights ? — ^V'hedicr I did not then fay, I think it will 
be a queftion, not of morality, but of prudence, to refill ? 
and when that was taken notice of, 1 made ufc of a quo¬ 
tation—— 

Ird\uijfima 7 n pa^cm jujliffmo belloantefero^ 

“ I own there wns fomething of a ilratagcm in this; L 
made ufe of it, bccaufe 1 was determined not to be mifrepre- 
fented; as 1 have found there are fome perfons who wifh to 
mifreprefent me. 1 wifli it again to be underftood that I did 
not recommend any refiftance, as that quotation clearly proves. 
But 1 think I Ihould behave daftardly indeed if 1 failed 
VoL. 11 . 1795. 3 1 C a^aia 
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^ain to iay, that King, Lords, and Commons, united, may. * 
agree in a law, which it is the tight oF the people to refift— 
which refinance they may exercife at their difcrction. This, 
Sir, is a real right in the people of this country, and I think 
this doctrine applicable to thele bills. 

The houfe divided—* 

(For the third reading) . 226 

Naes^ (againft it) 45 

Majority 181 

The bill was then read a third time, and ftrangers were 
excluded, but Mr. Sheridan propofed a claufc by way oF rider, 
die purport of which was, to take away the arbitrary power 
of the judges in Scotland, and to declare that they fhould not 
be able to tranfport perfons For iedition For more than Feven 
years. The houfe divided. 

jtyes^ (for the clauFe) 

2ibeSf (againft it) 

Majority 

The bill ^ was then pafled.—-Adjourned. 

• The following the BIU, as Tent to the Houfe of Lords, by whom it p.uicc 
without amendment. 

A BILL, intituled an A61 for the more efFedlually preventing 
Seditious Meetings and AlLmblics. 

'VraEREAS alTcmblics of duers pcrlLn:, colUdcd for the purpofc or unJck 
the pretext of deliberating on public grievances, and oi agreeing on pcciciun 
complaints, rcmonftrances, declarations, or othfr aodrefl'es, to the King, or to 
both HoufeSj or either Houfe of Parliament, have of late been made ufe of to 
ferve the ends of fadljous and feditious perfons, to tiic g.cac d.'.ngtt of the public 
peace, and may become the means of ^ roduv.ing confuiion an i i,alamiuct in the 
nation: 

Be it enabled by the King's moll excellent Majeily, by and with the ad\ice 
and ^onfent of the Lords fpiritual and temporal, and Commons, ia tnis prefenc 
Parliament ai&mblcd^ and by the authorlt) of the fame, tha: no meeting, of any 
description of perfons, exceeding tlic number of fifty perfons, (other tluin and ex* 
cept any ineetlog of any county, riding, or dlvifion, called by the lord lieutenant^ 
euftos rotulorum, or flierilF, of fuch county j or a meeting called by the convener 
county or ftewartry in that parr of Great Brita'n called Scotland 5 or any 
IB^tmg called by two or marc jufticcs of the jicace of the county or place where 
meeting rtiall be JwUen ; or any meeting of any county, having diffirrent 
j^ings or divifioiw, called by any two jullicct. of any one or more of i'uch ridiogt 
«r dlvifions j or any meeting called by tlig major part uf the grand jury of the 

county^ 


V 

184 

^57 

HOUSh 



Dtc. II.] WOODFALL’S PALIAMEMTARY REPORTS.. «5 

house of lords. 

Friday^ December li. 

PETITIONS. 

The Earl of Lauderdale ro^e prefcnt a petition for £din« 
burgh, figned by .eight thoufand inhabitants, which he had 
mentioned on a former day ; before lie defircd that it might 
be read, he wiflicd however to fay a few words, becaufe 

much 

county, or of the divifion of the ccunty, wheic fuch meeting ihalM;c holden, at 
their general aflizes or general qua; ter fclfionr. of the peace j or any mcetiDgof any* 
cjt\, or boroUiih» or town coipnatc, called by the mayor or other head officer 
of fuch city, or boiough, or town corporate ^ or any meeting of any wardord».« 
vifion of j;iy city oi town corporate, called by tlic aUerman or other head officer 
of fuch ward or divifion ; or any meeting of any corporate body), Uiall be holdcn, 
f<»r the purpofe or on pretext of confidering of or preparing any pitlt'oiji, com- 
pli'nt, rcmonltrancc, or declaration, or oth.r addrefs, to the King, or to both 
Houles, or c'fhcr Houfe of Parliament, for alteration of matters cflabliihcd in 
church or ila'e, rr for the purnofe or on the pretext of deliberating upon any 
gricv.tnce in chuu'h or ifatc, unlcf. not’cc of rLc i]*t,iiticn to holi fuch meeting, 
and of the time anti place when and where the fame lhall be propofed to be hol¬ 
der), and of the purpofe for which ;he fam? fhall be propofed to be holdcn, iliall 
be g \cn, in t!ic nam.*s of Ic'.in ptifons ut thr Icall, being hcufeholders^efident 
within t!ic county, city, or pla<c where futli nieo ing ffiall be propofed to be 
hoIJc.i, whofe places of abode and peferiptions ffialj be inferted in fuch notice, 
and wTikh notice ihail be given by public adYc;tiieniey)t in fume public newfpaper 
ufviall', circulated in the counts md diviilon vrhcrc fuch meciing ffia 1 be holdca 
fi.c days at the Icaft before fuch nuefiUj;; n^all be holdcn, or fuall be delivered In 
manner hcrein-aftcr rilenci.mfd j an I tiiat fuch notice ihill not be inferted in any 
fuch newfpaper onlei\ the auth'‘rity to ImVri notice /hall be figned by feven 

pcrfjnsat theleali, being i'-ouicbiddcis reiident within the county, city, or place 
where fuvh meeting Oiall b(. projM h'd to be holdcn, and named in fuch notice, 
and unlif;! fuch authority, fo firncJ, /hall br written at the foot of a true copy of 
fuch n Jti e, and fhall be Jcliscred the pc.iba requirvd to iiTcrt the fame in any 
fuch ncwfi aper as afo.efaid j which per fun /hall t-jvsfe fuch notice and authority to 
be carefully p ciVrvcd, and fhall alfo, ai any time after fuch notice fhall have 
been iuferted in *uch paper, and w ichhi fmiuccn days after the day on which fuch 
ine;:ting ll).)!! be had, produce fuch notice and authority, and caufe a true copy 
thereof (if required) to be delivered to any juflUc of the peace for the countyt 
city, town, or (lace, where fuch perfan fhall rcfide, or where fuch newfpaper 
.'/hall be printed, and who fhall requite the fame ) md in cafe any perfon fhall in- 
foTL any fuch notice in any newfpaper, without fu<>h authority as afoiffaid, tr in 

cafe 
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much iTior^ than common arts had been ufcd to prevent people ^ • 
from iigmog it, and inducing them to (ign the other petition ' 
prefeRted by a noble duke a few days fince (the Duke of 
Portland). To convince the houfe that no untair means 

had 

cafe ai^y pcrfon tn whom any fuch notice and authouty ihall have been delivered 
for tiic pnr^fe of inferting fuch notice in any fuch newfpapei as afoKfaia, ihalL 
refufe to produce fuch notice and authority, or to dclivci a true copy thereof, h:;- 
ing thereunto required as aforefaid, wititin three days after fuch prodoAion and 
copy» or either of theniy /hall have been fo required, every fuch pcrfni, fjrcveiy 
fuch ofieAce, /hall forfeit the fum of htty pounds to any pcrfon who fh.iU fue fur 
Ihe Ctme. 

Provided always, neverthetefs, and be it further cnadied by the authority aftire- 
iauly Cfaaiit it ihaU be lawful to deliver any fuch notice as aturefaid, fi^nej by the 
fiven per&ns in whole names fuch notice /hall be given, with their places cf abod'*, 
£ad deferiptions, bve days at the leall before the. day on whii.h fuch meeting /hall 
he bolden, to the clerk of the peace of the county, ridiny, or ditifion, within 
which fuch meeting ihill be propofed to be holdcn ; and /.ich clerk of the f race 
fhaM forthwith, and without dcla^, fend a true copy <>f fuch rof.^c, vvirh fu h 
ftgnaiures and additions as aforefaid, to three jufticci of the ai ti.e of 
fu.h county, riding, or divilion,.thcn rdident vvithin ui^li ct«ui*t\, riding, or 
divifion^ or in cnfc: the julticcs of the j?eace of the citv, boi nigh, ort un^ 
where futh mte >i , ihall be prop'jfcd to be holden, fijiil l..uc cvcUifive juril.. 
dldion, tlu*n to t of fuch ju/liccs, if fo many /haii tiien be rei deni wstlfn 

fuch jurifdliSfion, if n:t, then to fo many of fuchju/ficcs a: fh’ll he r fident 

within fuch exJaii'.e jaiiidldion; and in fuch cafe, iu^h notice fo tr. lucli 
siean; as aforefaid, /lnU be as cfTcflunl, to ail intend** ird purpof*.* , .li If the 
lame had been given by public advertifement, in/ct^ed in any iuch nevv»p,ipcr as 
aibrefaid. 

And be it further cnafted by the authority afnrcfaid, that all meeting's of any 
defeript’or.nf pcrfon', ciceeding the number of firt/ pjifons, (ctl>er than and ex-< 
feept us. foitfi'd}, wljich /hall be holden without fuJi previous notir>'aforefa d, 
fo^ the purp^'f? oi o.o the jirtext of confidcrirg o/ >ii preparing any j>stir on, com- 
t |vUInt, rcmor-fliaacc, declaration, oi c iher addrefs, to tl^e Kin^, or both Hou/es, 
or citlu.' Koufe uf Parliament, for akeution of mattm cilaUi/licd in church or 
or fer the purpofc or on the pretext of deliberating c n any giicvancc in 
fhurch orlUie, /hJl be deemed and taken to be unlawful af^rmbllcs. 

And be it cnafted by the a ithority aforefaid, that if :.ny pcifons, Cxcecd- 
j«g the number of fifty, being aHcmUcd contiary to the prasifions herein- 
Ibcfore contained, and being required or commanded by any onr or more jufiice or 
ju/lices of the prare, or by the /heriff of the county cr hit under /heriff, or by 
the mayor or other hc.d officer or ju/lirc of ihc peace of any city or town cor« 
^rate, where fuch ailomtly /ball be, by proclamation to be mude In thd Kihg'o 
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had been ufed to gctftgnatures to this fetifion, and that ti<» 
improper perfons, or any under agCj had been ailnwed to fign. 
it, he would readacertilKate to that efFe^ .fubicribedby t|i« 
committee appointed to infpedt the Signing of it, and when be 

read 


name, m th" form hercin-after d)rcAed, to dlfperretheinrelves, and peaceably 
d.’parc to the'r habicAtions, or to their lawful bunnefs, ihall, to the number of 
twelve or move, notv/ithttanUiiig fuch p'oclamation made, remain or cont nue 
t' gerher by the ipace of ont: hour alter fuch command or fequeft made by pro* 
rlamation, that then I'uch continuing tog thcr to the number of twelve Of morCy 
after finh command or requeft made by proclamation, Hiall be adjudged felony 
without bem-fit of cli-rgy, and the offcndcii thc.ein lliall fcc adjudged ajjdl 

fh.'dl fttficr death, d^ in c-tfc of iclony wlthiJut beneftt of clergy, 

And be it further enabled by the amhority aforcfjid, that the order and forift' 
•f the nnrclamution to be made as aloicfiidi diall be as hereafter followeth; (that 
is to fay), the jufUce of iliii.peace, or other jicrf m authorized by this adl to make 
the fiid prucl.imutivm, fhail, among trie (aid perfons aircnibled, or as. near to 
a: ho I irificiy ccine, with a loud \oi(.e can manc!, or caufe to be coin* 
niJnde.l, fii'j.ce O b;-, while prod imation is msk-ng, and^aftcr that (hall openly 
and \Mth a i )u 1 \: hc make, or caufe to l^c made, pioclamation in thefe words, 
or like in cii'.dt. 

' Ol'R bovc'cirji l/rd ih.' Kii-.g (harg''th rommandeth all prrfons being 

* alTfmhl. d ipirncJiatcly t-j c ficrf? thcmfelv''*;, and pc-tceably to depart to their 

* habitations or to their lawful bufmeiG, the pains connined in the aft, 

* made in th? rh*rt\-fixth year of King Georje the tbi d, fir the m-^re tffetiuallj 

‘ />; I •vent ]fl^ j\ d >tjuUS Kit fftbtUs. 

‘ COD fwc the KING.' 

And be it further cnafted hv rho authoriry . .orefsiJ, tha* in cafe any meeting 
fn.ill \>v holden, in purfuanceo: ;nn' fuch notice as aforti'j.J, and the purpofc for 
which the fame ihall in fuch rot.^e have been <it to hj hol^cn, or any mat* 
ter vvliitli ftiall ba in fuch n'tico propofed to Ic propounded or deliberated upon at 
fuch meeting, purro.t liiat .;ii\ mailer or linng ij\ law tflabliihcd may be 
altered other wife iliun by ilic auliroTity of the Krnj, Lurds, and Commons, ti| 
Parliament ailcmbicd, oi ihall tend lo iiKitc oi lUr up the people to hatred or 
ccuitcnapt of the of ills Majcih, hi^ hclis or fut-ccilors, or of the govern¬ 

ment and conitiiuttcii u' ihi& xalm, u. by law clhi' lifhed, it Hiall be lawful for 
one or more judree or jurtlcc;., or ihq flicriif of tJie couiity where fuch meeting 
ihall^be, or for the major or other head ofliccr, or any jujlicc of the peace of any 
City or town corporate, where *n\ fuch meet rig ihall bo, by proclamation, tore* 
culre or rommand the psrf trs tlrcrc aflemblrd to difpcrfe themfelveSf and 
if any perfom, to the number of twelve or more, beit^.g fo required or iom* 
4nkandt;d, by pi jvlamalion to be made in the King's ipmc, in tlic form herein* 

befora 
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¥ there were many 

•« Wpe^ble^a$;«B|*;*^t ' 
lli| mentmrwf" TThty were Jao^ Jwaii&£e}d» 

Charges Hajr, Robert f er^ufon, md a few more 

equally 

if ditc^, tXi difperfe tbcmft lwes, ajid peiceaWy to ^depart to their habitt- 
pr to dreir lawfulhufioefs, ihalli to the nombei of twelve or not*, 

fu^ proclamation inade> reioain or continue together hy the Cpace 
£oor aftor filch command or.ttqurfl made by protlamation, that then 
^ j^imingtoged^ to the number of twelve or more, after fuch commar.a or 
1f itt'aAe^^yjvodainatioa, fhall be adjudged felony without benefit of clergy, 
Icr^ therein fhall be adjudged felons, and fhall fuflcr d:ath, as m 
'''caiON^ony without b^ 

fbrtfacrcna^ by the authority aforcfiid, that If any one or more 
Vinces of the peace, preftnt at any meeting requiring fuch notice aa 
a^pli^ail, Aall think fit to order any perfon or perroQs<\vho fhall at fuch meeting 
to propound or maintain any propofition for altering any thing by law 
jKberwife than by the authority of the King, Lords, and Cc.mmons, 
J<|..Parliimeot ’a(rembled, or Agil wilfully and advifcdJy make any propofition, 
tic iiold any difcoiirfe, for the purpofe of inciting and ftirring up the people 
llatred and contempt of the perfon of hrs Majefiy, his heir, or iiicceiihri, or the 
^x^gpvenunent and conftitution of thh realm, as by law etUbtiihed, to be taken into 
'ody, to be dealt with acccidir’ t.) law j and in cafe the faidjuilicc or ju.'liccs, or 
^Hfjfty Wcheni, or any peace officer adting under their or any of uider.^, ihall be 
^iiikiffini^d In taking into cufiod) any perfon orperfons fu ordered to be taken into 
then and in fuch cafe it iliall be lawful for any fvich jufiicc or jufliccg 
thereupon to make, or cauft to be made, fuch proclamation as aforefaid, in man¬ 
lier aftirefaid 3 and if any pcrfor.s, to the number of twelve or moic, being required 
•rcoihz^ndcd by fuch proclamation to difperfe ihemfclve^, ana peaceably to de¬ 
part a$ aforefa.d, fiiiill, to the number of twelve or more, notwiih^anding fuch 
p^^^c^amatlen made, remain or continue together by the Ipace of one iiour after 
f^^mmand orrequeft made by proclamation, that then fuch continuing together 
number of twelve or more, after fuch comnund or requeft made by pro¬ 
stration, fhall be adjui^cd felony without benefit of cierg}', and tlie oticndeis 
tiimii ihali be adjudged felons, and fhall fulfer death, as in cafe of felony witlt*> 
wk i>dteiit of clergy, 

jbnd be it further cnaflcd by the authority aforefaid, that cveey juitice and 
of the peace, iherifi', under fheritf^ mayor, and othet head officer aforiv 
ta ^d are hereby awthoiifeJ and empowered, oO notice or knowledge any 
or aficnvbly as is herein-before mtneiom^ to refort to tho place 
yiiii^e fuch meeting or efTcmbly fhall be, or fhall be intended to be holden, or tp. 
Impart th»eof^ anO there to do, or order or caufe to be done, a‘« fuch af^a, l&at-', 
tsd thinjs, as the cafe xniy reqaire, which they are hereb; cna.lcd jpr,, 

otdmffi' 





Uee. tt.]' ^ARtljj^NTARV klSPOst'ifii 

jUfuiSiy wdi-kticwh and refifeaed. 
had'figfl^ it tti:it Vfjti not of fufficieiit was i^i 

fotte rtry yofttif^ ^fentinnito, wk6 thought re would he a. _„ 

]y thing to have ^etr liames there> had wilhed'to fign’^)'' 

were 





wJetfd to be done, or wMch they are otherwife by law enabled M doj| or < 
to be done; and it fhall be lawful for a!) and every juftlce of tlie peace. 
under ihcrlft^ mayor, and other head officer as afbrefaid, to take 
alTifhnce of any number of conftables or other ofHcera of the peaee^ wiram 6^., 
refpefltvo diftridh, or within the diftrid or place wherein every 
hciein-bcfore mcniioneil (liail be holden; which conftablcs and ptfieifplma 
pcdcr att hereby required to attend accordingly fuch jufticer, fherifi^ unaqril 
m;u or, or other head officer rcfpciihcly, and to give fuch affiftancc'^af I 
neceflary for tlie due execution of thk att. ,, 

' And be it further enafted by the duthorfty aforeiiid, that if 
alTemblrd aj aforcf’id, or twelve or more of them, after any proclaia^idQ'jclu^' ' ‘ 
in manner liforcfaid, ffiall continue together, and not difperfe themfehrkt#! 




one hour, tb'i'' then it /hail and may be lawful to and for every juKabe^ 
peace, ihcrfi', or under .Vrlffi of tiiC county where fuch aflembly fliaH^e,' j 
aifo to and for every high or petty conftable, and adier peace officer widilft. 
fut'h C' unty, ond alfo to and for every mayor, juftice of the peace, fherilT, and ■' 
otl.ci head officer, high ur petty coniluhle and other peace officer, of any city or"^' ' 
Ui''.n corporate where fuch afficmbly /hail be, and to and fur fucli other perfon ^^ 
f ctiuns as /hall he commanded to be affidtng unto any fuch juilice of the peai^ 
ihcritf or undci'iheiiffi, ma^or, or other head officer afurefaid, w&o are Itenby. 
authorlicd and cmnoweied fo commend all I is Majeffiy’s fubje^s, of age auA 
ability, Co be all'HIng to them therein, to feiae and apprehend, and they are 
bereby required to feize and apprehend, fueb perfins fo affiembled and too* 
tinutng together after proclamation made as afurefa'd, and forthwith tocar^^ 
tiw pcifond fo apprehended before one or more of his Mjjelly’sjaftices . 

peace for the county or place where fuch perfons Hull be lb apprehended, itt 
to their being proceeded agalnfl for fuch offiences according tu Uwj and that 
perfons fa aiTcmhlcd, or any of them, /hall happen to be killed, maimed, or I 
in the difperfmg, feiring, or apprehending, or endeavouring to difperfe. feitt?. Off 
apprehend thrm, by realon of their rcfiiVmg the perfons fo difperTing, fcieibg, pr 
a.r'prehending, or Pr.de.nourIng to dift>erfc, felzc, or apjrrehend them, that thek 
every fuchjuilkc of the poaw, ffieriff, under /heriffi, mayor, head officer, high or/ 
petty couffiab'k, or other peace officbr, .and all and Hnguiar perfons, being 
and afliffing to them or any of them, (hall be free, difeharged, and indem^|S^,' 
at wcUnga'nft the King^t his heirs and fucceffiors, as ngainft aff'ki^- 

every otW perfon and perfone, of, far, or concerning the k'U'r.g, mainung, 
hurting, of any fuch perfan or perfons fo afTcmbled, that (hall happen to be fip 
killed, maimed, or hurt as afore fiid. 

I^rovided always, and be it furtitcr ena^ed by the authority aforefaid, that }f ' 

any ' 




or pex^ns do or iha!!,, ^th force and aams». wilfully and knowingly 
or in. any manner ^O^Uy and knowingly let, hinder, or hint, 
tlvB pea.'c, or other perToo authoraed as af<Drer;ui;|, who (hall ^tend 
aa afozefaid, or who (hail be going to attend any fuch meeting, 
or pe^ona who ihall; begin to proclakn, or go to prochum, according 
dire^ed to.be made, whereby fuch proclamation (hall 
tbfUb tiheg every fuch oppofmg, ob^tru£ling, letting, hindering, or 
frek joftice or other persons fo authorized as afortfaid, and ft> attend* 
attend any fuch meeting, or any fuch perfon or pgrTons fo begin* 
^ake aay fuch proclamation as aforeiaid* fhall be adjudged felenj 
pf clergy, and the offenders therein fliall be adjudged felons, and 
as in cafe of felony without benefit of e’ergy ^ and that alfo 
.^^^p^.jperfon or p^fons fo being. alTembied as aforefaid, to the number of 
4^<>r, aforefaid, to whom any fuch proclamation as aforefaid fhould or 

fo have been made, if the fame had not been hindered as aforcfiid, fhall 
in cafe they or any of them, to the number of twelve or more, fhali 
together, and .not difpeife themfelvcs within one hour after ftich let or 
j lljlg^ance. fo made, having knowledge of fuch let or liindrance fu made, lhall be 
" fslpns, and ihall fuffer death as in cafe of felony without benefit of ctcr- 

|gj^ij(Uid.,^tlut. alfo, if any perfon or perfons, fo being at any fuch aifcmbly as 
with force and arms wilfully aod^knowingly oppofc, obftru£t, or 
^IM^ner wilfully and knowingly let,, hinder, or hurt, any juftice of the 
other magiftrate, or any peace officer, in apprehending or taking into 
4p execution of any of the provliions of this a£b licrein-before contained, 

" ;^^|grfon or perfons, or endeavouringTo to do, that then every i\ich oppohng» 
letting, hindering, or hurting, fhall be adjudged felony wik!;out 
{t of clergy, and the offenders therein fhall be ajudged felons, and fhall fuffer 
i as in cafe of felony without benefit of clergy. 

it further enad^ed by the authority aforefaid, that the fherifib depute and 
i$btsi»1iftitute6,fiew3idsde and theirfubfiitut'^'s, jufiices of thepeaceyiioagiflfiitejt 
boroughs, and all other inferior judges and magi lira tes, and alfo all-high and 
^^epoftaUes or other peace-officer?, of any county, ftewartry, city, or town, within 
ftbt part of iCrrcat Britain called Scotland, fhall have fuch aind she faampowera iad 
for platting this prefentaft in execution within Scbtlend; is the jufficet of 
ifid otW msglArates ifprefald refpedtiveTy'^ldive,ivlrruo of 
and tor the other parts of this kingdom ; and that'Slil and every^pesfon^lliil 
^|il^,ns‘wKo fhall at any time be convidlcd of any of 

v ^ ndtllks 



■m. :Hew3fiEisku«5, 
tltttmoiifJi»tEefm5«f the 

Rtic^lr bgsmAtk that potocid - ^ 

cabals amid have iMtcrraptcid the iodependciiep. tjl^f^ 

pre- ;:^ 

W'UhIn that part of Great Britain called Scotland, ihall fbr every fiTch " 

IncQr and ruifter the pam of deadly and eoibircation of tnoveahled» 

And whereas certain houfes, roottia or places, within the citiei of' Loiiloil^l* 
Wcftm nftcr, and in the neighbourhood thereof, and in Other pUcety have of ,i|*C' 
been frequendy ufed for the purpofe of delivering Icaurei and d^coMhob^ 
concerning fuppofed publick grievances, and matters relating to tlie 
tution, and government and policy of tlicfc kingdoms, and trea^ 
on and concerning the fame 5 and under pretence thereof kiilttres* ^ 
have been delivered, and debates held, tending to ftir up hatred and iwa 6 a|hjj?^ 
his Majdty's royal perfon, and of the government and conlUm^ v 

as bylaw eilabliibed: Be it thercfoie enabled by the authority afbrefaid!^#«^^V#y^ , 
houfe, room, or field, or other place where leduTes or diicourfes IhdBhe 
or publick debate fliall be had on or concerning any fuppofed publidc^fifetaidji^^ .; 
any matters relating to the laws, conilituiion, government, or pdli^ cif thiefe,, , 
kingdoms, for the purpofe of railing or coUe^g money, or any other valwil^s 
thdng, from the pcifoni ada/itted, whether fuch houfe, room, field* or placie, 
fhall be open or ufed, tor any fuch purpofe alone, or for any fuch purpofe together : \ 
with any other purpofe, or under whatever pretence the fame Ihall be opeiied or 
ufed, CO which any perfon Ihall be admitted by the payment of mohcy^ Of by 
tickets fold for monc'', or in confequcnce of his paying or giving, or 
or given, or agreeing hereafter to pay or give, in Any manner, any money or otto. 
^thing for or in rrfpea of his admiffion into fuch houfe, roOoi, field, or 
unlcfs the opening or ufing of fuch houfe, room, field, or place, (hall bave^be^, 'j 
• prewoufly licenfcd in manner herein-after mentioned, (hall be deemed a diforder^ 
houfe or place, and the perfon by whom fuch houfe, room, field, or place, * 
.beopened or ufed, Ihall forfeit the fum ot one hundred pounds for every ^ or , 
.feme that fuch houfe, room,- fields or place, flwll be opened or ufed as ' 

to fuch perfon as will fuc fi>r the fame, and be ocherwiJc puniihed as the law 
. in cafes of diferdcrly houfes 3 and every perfen xnanagit^g or condudUog the procto"^ 
ingi, or a£.tfng as moderator, prefident, or chairmanr. at fuch houife, room, 

.or place, or therein debating* or delivering any difeourfe or feaurefor jhe"^- 
^.pofe aforefeid, and alfo every perfon who IhaU pay, give, coHeA,- or itcejvi^ Of , 

. agree to psiya give, coUeft, or receive, any money or other thing/ for or ip . 

nf the of any perfon into any fuch houfe, room, fi^d, pr plaoe^-or,JB^|ll!' 

.deliver out* difiribute, -ipr.receive, any fuch ticket or tickets as , 

, fuch lionfo, .room# field/ or place, to be opened or ufed for fuch ^urpp^; ; 

. every fuch ofiEence forfeit the fum of one hundred pounds to fuch peifoo as will fim 
lor the fame. ^ 

Voulh I79S' 
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ur'w]M<^^Wametiibef»''iMat^- 
',:j0mm^imm ,tli#'l%l»rft Ofnirion: \Mt ,^r ipnn^ieii' ^jiiil 
^ ’ lo toitch "of 

anjpiide to belot^ to'thta. Reretnitf^d 
. the 

I .tf, ‘ ‘ 

1 be It further enadeJ by the authority aforefaid, thit any perfon who Oial!' 
^ \imchwaf^r appear, adt, or behave him or herielf as maAer ormiArtfSt 
' Hts the perfon having the command’, government^ or management, of, any 
room, .;&ld, or place as aforefaid, ifiall be deemed ond taken, to be n 
t|l|^bsi,fb^.ydiom .the Tame is opened or ufed as aforefaid, and /hall be liable to be 
' H^f^fco/^nced, an<Lpum/hed as fuch, notwithAanding.be or iiic be not, in fstd 

H authority atVefatd, that it fhall be lawful for 

^ peace, or chief magiltratc refpediively,of any county^ 
^itgUfhpibif^ or place, who'ihall by information upon oath, have reafon to fuf- 
Vpil^ that any houfe, room, field, or place, or any parts or part theieof, arc or 
bopdlbedor fjfbd for the porpofc of delivering ledturcs or difcoorfes, or for publick 
' debi^ cenfraty to the provifions of this adb, to go to fuch houfe, room, or place,. 
nnU dbmandto be admitted thetem^ and'in cafe fuch juftice or juftices, or other 
maglArate, /hall be refufed admittance to fuch houfe, room, field, or place, or any 
' part thereof, the fame ihall be deemed a diforderly houfe or place, within the in* 
Iftnt and meaning of this .\dt; and all and every the provilions herein-before con- 
' t|tuie(d ceipefting any houfe, room, field, or place, herein-before declared to be 
H^lhndedly houfe, or place, /hall be applied to fuch houfe, room, field,, or place,. 
^Nlf^fhch admittance /hall have been refufed as aforefaid, and every perfon re* 
admittance /haH forfeit the fum of one hondved pounds to any perfon 
Alfi file fytthc fame. 

^^ppflded ntway^ and be it enadted by the aothority aforefaid,. tfiat it /hall be 
or ju/licesof the peace, or chief magi/Irate refpedlively, for 
. city, borough, or place, where any fuch houfe, room, or other 

I/hall be licenfud as afopsfaid, to go to fuch houfe, room or building fo 
^ ^ the time of delivering any fuch iedturc or-cliicourle therein as a/bre- 
time appointed for delivering any fuch jedlure or difeoorfe, andde-^ 

' nd^ and in fuch cafe fuch ju/lice or ju/lices, or other 

" refufed admittance to fuch houfi^ room, or building, the fame^ 

li^^4Aein«d, notwithfianding any fuch licenfe as afoicfaid, a diforderly houfe 
ajj^eanlng of this adl; and aU and every the provifions hertin- 
icfepdting any houie, room, .field, or pUise, hemn-befiffc de* 
I^Ikdi^rdeiJy hoi^eorplade, /hail be applied t/tf, fuch houfer roam# or 
, ikjiajrod as^/bi«rai^ where .fuch admittance /hall^ have been r^nfed 
] j and eWy pei'hin refufing fuch admittance /hall forfeit thefoiH of 

^ W%(^i!red pounds to any per/on who wUl I'ue for tlit fame. 



Provided* 




l8a)rift^.^wc,ea,4l« ^earned .g^mleii^l^j^jl^^w #9ii^« 
w;jl%,l^ vefjr ibl^oi^is^tp. ihar«,bit:fedis^''^^ o^ 
Hf'iematkfd tba^ '^e oppodtiun to-his leari^ <^i4li^ i 

arifen* 

Provided neverthdtfffl^ and l»e it enaAcd by the lutfierity afbrer$iM| th^ 2|IMl 
:he lawful for twoor more juilicesof the fea& of the county, ci^ 
where any houfe, room, or other bullduic ihali be defirous id opcJi 6ik * 

puirpofes aforefaid, by writing under their hands and fedH, at tj^ie^lllidlai 
frlTion of the peace, or atjkny fpeciahfelfion tor be held fur the 
to grant a licence to any 1 ct^n or perfons defiling the fame, to o|$illf 
room, or other huildiAg^ for the purpofe of delivering for money 
.or difeourfes as aforcCaid, on any of the Iubje6t8 aforefaTd, ithe 
clearly exprefihd in fuch lic>.'nce, for whh'h licence a fee of one 
more, fiiall be paid, and the I'amc fhall be in force for the fpace of . 

,no longer, or for aiiy lefs fpace of time, therein to be fpecified j andwy^tfUdfed^^ 
yil fhall be lawful for the juftices of the fame count)', city, town, or ' 

.general «]ujrter ieflion of the peace, to revoke and declare void and 
force, by any order of fuch jnfoces, a copy whereof fhall be delivefod to 'pr 
.upon the perfon tu whom the faid licence fo revoked ijiall have been g;iahte^i^8r'^ 
fhall be left at the houfe, room, or building, for which fuch licence foall niiVn 
been granted, and thereupon fuch licence fhall e'eafe and dctcrniinei and W tHehce-" 
forth utterly void and of no cfiedl* 

And be it further ena^d^y .the authority afotefald, that any perfon endtted to 
any of the forfeitures afotefald may foe by aclion of debt in any of bis MaJlAifa 
^courts of record at Welhnlnfter, or In the courts of ju/blclary or exchequer in^ei^ 
land, when the caufc of adioft fhall arlfe in Scotland, in which a^on it fh^lie 
.fufilcicnt to declare that the defendant is indebied to the plalntlfF4n the' 

(being the fum demanded by the faid a^ron] being forfoited bf itt 
made In Uic thirty-fiirth year of the reign <ff his Maje'ly King George tUC* 

«(intituled, an A A for the more effedtually prevejiting feditious meetii^gs and*afl^i|^ 
bilesand the plalntifFlfheih^Urccovcrin any fuch atlion, fhall hm hts ¥ 

provided alfo, that if any aAlpn or fult fhall be brought agalnft any jBerfon 
thing done In fuirfoancc and in execution of this adl, the defendant miy pleaii}^ 
jgentral iffoe; and If« verdidl pafs for the defendant, or the plaintifF' 
his or her afbon, or be nonfulted, or judgment, be given aga^ft the 
tbrn fochdslcaidant fha)i have treble cofls. ' ^ 

Provided alTo nothing in this A^ contained fhall be' conformed toil 
to any Icdlurcs .or difeburfes to .be delivered in any of the unllserfiM fit^ 
kingdoms, by any members thereof, or any perfon authoidzed <y 
j^icc Chanedio^ or other proper officers of fuch ITnlvorfitim leTpe^ir^./ V 



W9flD|jLUL^1*AllUAtaSNTAitr|#N«Vl [U«a*. 

'«^a* vrittwiL and iigned <by cigtK 
vliV were wther under the immediate influence «f 
IMwihienit} oHlad been undltr «bligdti<Mtf d(><i!hd>prelelitelii- 
(>p|WMl»'' ' I “ 

tfbiitrd €haKeeUar wifhed to avoid peidonality, and ad- 
taflted' die wit, the humour, the talents and abilities of the 
InlWid gentlemen alluded to (heir utmoft extent} he <did 
Mil^ hoteevei^, think thefe was enough of the relative 
fb£fs, before the boufc to decide upon the propriety, or oiher^ 
wile, df the learned, gentleman’s conduft upon a' late ooce> 
‘bliune Hugbt not to be laid to thofe gentlemen who 
l«*dffilpproiredof his condud. He knew only one of the 
dfift gmttemen who had ligned the lettem to Mr. Erlkine, 
and he was fore he had nothing under government, or to ex> 
Miniftets; he could not iuppofe the noble lord had 
adjrfltttfion to Mr. Hume. 

^lk'M0fi of Lauderdale (itif that his pcrfonal regard for Mr. 
iitttiidWM foch that nobody cOuld (afpe^t, noi would he bed- 
bnMtb%, that he meant any difrefped); to that genthnan, 

mdt^ it 

be it enudedp th^t no payment made to an) fehoolma(lcr or 
edMr ^e^ii by taw allowed to teach aodJnftrudt youth, in n-fpeft of an) Icftuie oir 
dHiSMifb delivc.rd b) fu h fchoolmaftet, or other perfon, for the mftrudtion only 
Ailk'ddh youth aa f?' ill ty* committed to his inftruAion, fhall be deemed a pa)ment 
•fmoney foradmiHim to fuch lectures or difeourfe^ wichm the intent and mean* 
ll^^this Aa. 

^f^Vidid alfoy that nothing m this aA contained fliall be deemed to take away 
any ptoviflons already made by the law of this rcali^i or of an\ part 
^ ftippreUion or pynlfhment of any oflened whatfoerer deferjbed m 

i ttr^t fbrtherenadlrcd by theauthoriry afbrefaid, that this ihall be openly 

t^evtiy Epiphany quarter feflionb of the peace, and a: e^ery Icet or Uw 


ded always, that no perfoA /hall be profecuted by vhtuc of this adf, ti*Tlefg 
l&^^piio/ecution /hall be comAienced within fix caltndai ihonths after the ofilence 
; and no adtion ihafl be brought, for any of the {enaltlcs by this adb 
OoMM untei« the fame /ha'l be bsought within tlucc calendar months^iext afttt 
oabncft committed. 

f ’b^iwvlded allb, that this adl /hall cpmmence and have e/frdb within the city of 
and ^thin twenty miles thereof, from the day next after the day of pafs 
^ commence and ha\e tfkCt within all other parts of the 

w expiration of feven days next after ^ day of paffing thi^ 9^ 
be mi^d ^laee m force foe three y.ars from^the day qf paQing ^ a^i 
anjdUtfiees^qf {hethm^enc/e/fionof ^ ^ 

however 



D«c*«I.J 44i . 

fipwever miAoh (they might bai^ differed Uj^^ticqliW ^ 
tions. * ' n*ie 1 od? 

Tthf Marl of isf^r/iriScm^ &vhi]i0u&y defe^^ Hm 
advocates^ and lamented that any difference of opinion 
have taken place between them and bia hoiioyrablo eel^tiot)^ 
of whom he fpoke wub greit affcftion and refpedt# . Hi$ ljW?dr 
fhtp complained tbsyt Dr. Monro’s name was a 

cure to tlie petition, and read an affidavit ftating fbat^ had 
never fecn it. ^ * 

The petition was read, and ordered to lie on tbe^tf 4 >ln» > 
Lord Grey de IVtUon prefeoted a petition from thn*C^W>* 
men, merdiants, mannfa&urers and inhabitants of ihe 
Manchefter, in favour of the bills. Ordered to Jm am 
table. ^ 

The Earl of Derby faid, that he had no objefiion 
make to the petition juft prefented by the noble lord 
the table. He believed it to be figned by many gentlef»di|< 3 ^l^ 
firft charadler and refpeiStability in Manchefter, and be 
doubt but the number mentioned by the noble lord wsl^lf^UfdK 
ly figned to it. He (hould only beg leave to inform the HotK» 
that he held a petition in his hand, whith purported alfia to te 
the petition of the fame defcription of perfons in the town ofi 
Manchefter, as the other petition did, and was figned by bvmH- 
teen thoufand eight hundred and twenty fix. Before be movssli' 
that the petition ihoukl be read, be begged to fay a fitw woT/^t^ 
as to the hiftory of it, which was briefly this: when the iiip* 
habitants firft determined to petition againft the bills, fevew 
very refpeflable charaders figned a requifition to the Borough 
reeve ai^ conftables (who are the principal officers therej )UI^ 
call a public meeting. They refufed to do it; on which ^ 
<|ueft was made to Sir John Mofeley, the Lord of the tnaojirii 
fortheufe of the market-houfe for that purpofe. This 
refufed alfo} but thereafon affigned was, that he was deter^^ 
mined not to let it be ufed for any public meeting whatew. 
In a few days however his fteward, it feems, had aSually let it 
to the perfons who figned the petition brought up by Lori 
Grey^ who held a public meeting in it, where (be martef iM 
that petition was publicly difeufled and determined upohiff 
Thofe, therefore, who were defirous of promoting the^ ott^ 
petition were then under a neceffity of calling a meetine 
hand-bil)s, which was held in the open air, in an adjoimdjg 
field, on account of the vaft numbers who attended, anf 
fiikt place, the petition which he had to prefent was 
OpoP. It was alfo necelTary to inform the Houfe, that ilh'tte 
hand-bills ciu:ulated for the <l:aUing this meeting, every 

monition 
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), did (o } ai)d the greatefi order and 

ti» juft beftw the meeciog Teparated, wheh they 
Mwaftailed by 4 great mob of womens headed bya clergyman^ 
’Wm bftilteii them with the groffiifi language for fome time, 
4 tad afteaward*! pelted them with ftoiws-that the magiftrates 
WHe applied to, ai»d very properly interfered, and lome of 
Unde periboa were appreht^d, and afterwardi difcbaigedi 
yetthebulinefi, on inquiry, beH-e fo biaclc a complexion, 
the anagiftFatea had thought proper to fuinmon fcvcrel of 
th e f ep e rfoni<0 attend before them on a fotureday, to aiifwer 
lap fhetr coodwd, Another thing bn lordftnp ftated, and by 
KCatmting forthefictition he piefoiited not being 
^gnedbyai great nnmber, was, that a perfon who had in hw 
' lyffiiflto ii one 'ikin of parchment, on which was (ubfci^d four 
IntHArod aamee and upwards, was way-laid, fctjscd, and pul- 
iMt inlMt arboufo, his petnton forcibly taken from him, torn 
«d|>ieeM^ and buint botcee hts face. His lordftnp faid, he 
flfoiild pi^bly on a future day have occafion to trouble foeir 
lopifttipa, and appeal to them upon fo flagrant a breach of the 
privUe^ of that houfei 

* Hie lordfliip ftated, that the petition, after having been 
agreed to, was left for Ttgnatttres at-two hourcs, uhicij were 
pttbricly advertifed as the places (cm perfons to refoi * whochole 
to go voluDtariiy to fign their names, that, on auountof the 
great CaXtcnt of the town of Mancheller., feveral houfe^ were 
oMMioned where it was to lie for fignaturc&. 'i hefe liootes 
all tbrertened, that if they perinittcJ a petition to lie for 
** Itg^Mtre^, all who did fo (hould lofe their licence on the next 
Jjcencc^da}, and only two could be found who had urtue 
CAeugh to refift Aich illegal and fcandalou^ menaces. Having 
ftated and pointedly argued upon thefe be moved thic 

Abtnightbe read, and afterwards that it might lie on the table* 
Grey de Wikon admitted what Lord Deihy had tnen- 
ttoned as to the not by a mob cA women. He did not deny 
Ifiet there wcie many very rtfpe^hle names to the petition 
j^fMibnted by hts lordfhip; but he contended that the petition 
mllicbbe bAd himfilf prefented contained more fignaturcs of 
that deicrlotion. He read a letter, which Vros anonymous, 
nTwhich it was averted, that thofe who were in favour of 
I peti tions againft the bill were enemies to the government* 
bia lordihip afterwards explained to mean ei^mies to 

Gnnvilli denied that thefe meafures had any fuch 
and there were tbofa of whom be was one, that Werh 
¥ convinced 
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canvliaced that the BHb *m abfolatdy jbitf&iy, ji^ 
pref^rva^iCKfi of puF copf^itudoD : oot only tiM*" «0c^ftit4ition^ 
but f^r th^ very fafery of atl government^ and of fociat order 
itfelf. In that vieW) dtoft who fup)i>oFted them might be 
called the enemies of the conftitution, 

Th^ EH if Derby feid, that if thofc who oppofed ^ ttiicoo* 
ftitutional and opprelBve meafures ofthc prefent adminlftratibirii 
who were (Iriking at the root of every right and privOi^ that 
was dear to Enghibmen, were to^be deemed enemiei^ bf gOi* 
vernmenty be was proud to be ranked amoitgft that 
and white he livedy and minifters continued to ad ii| chp^llll^ 
trary manner they did, be woujd never ceafe to fpa^ 4 lM|r 
voice heard againft them, both in cnat Houfe and 
world at Urge. i 

Tie Eari of Lauderdale faid, that what the fudde 
(Lord Grey) had faid of the people of Lancalbintr CoafideM 
ing thofe who were inimical to, and oppofersof tlUmeafncmfb 
ol cninifiers, as the enemies of government, Ihewed wh^t h|(| 
did not know before, riz. that the Lancalhtre dialed 
vf his own country was, in that refped, much upon aparit| 
in Scotland, he knew it was a fettled and fixed poinc, thj^ all 
who oppofed the meafuies of minifters, were to bedeemcdi., 
the enemies of government: a fcandalous perverfion of cx-> 
preflion and language, which he reprobated in (liong terms* « 
The petition was ordered to he on the t^ble. 

The Duke ef Bedford ftated, that he had a petitkm froitfc 
17,000 perfons, the Guardians of Conftitutionai Liberty, ior^i 
ftaced in thexr petition, which was received. I'hc firit 
nature to this petition was J. Tbelwall. 

A petition was prefented from the town of Bolton, 
favour of the Bills. 

Lord Gt enviUe read a letter from a noble Duke who 
hindelf abfent, from the town, which flatcJ that the 
had been called by the magiftrates. r a 

SEDITIOUS Bill. 


Lord Grenville moted the order of the day for going 
a committee of tbe whole Houfe on the Bill <o prevent fed* * x 
tious meetings and aflemblies.->*-In a committee of tbe wh9)^^ 
Houfe, , _ 

Lord Walfnghetjfn in the Chair* *y 

Lord Thurhw fuggelled fome amendments on 
ciBufef for the better upderfranding tbe matinei in WmW 
mceUPgs were to be convened* * Tbcfe wereexplabtBfi by sno ^ 
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Lord Gispiiyillc> and the firft clauft tc- 

In the claufc which gives to the ihcril$t &c. of Scotland^ 
feme powers as thofe in England, the Earl of Lauderdale 
tinted out the concluding words of the ejaufe, viz. And <that 
■ and every perfon and perfons who fliall at any lime be 
'^^ cOnviiled of any of the offences aforc-mcntioiicd within 

that part of Great Britain called Scotland, fhall for ev^ry fuch 
** offence incur and luffer the pain of death, and contifeatioh of 
^ moveables.’^ The Earl (hewed that by this claufe the pco- 
;jple of Scotland were to futfer death for offences which by 
J the fame'Bill were in England to fubjeft perfons to a fine 
of fifty pounds. Diftinctions of offences were made for 
J^ngland. Some were to incur fines ; fome the penalty of 
but by this clauie, a general undifiiuguifhlng doom of 
^ath was pronounced on the Scots for all the offences of the 
Bill i he moved therefore to amend it. 

; Earl of Mansfield and jthe Lord contended, 

the noble lord was not juilified in this interpretation. 

\L0rdThurlow declared, that in his mind it could bear no 
other caaftru6lion, and he was furprifed to hear noble lords 
jcfxll what was fo obvious. Clearly it could not be the 
dreadful inteiuion of the authors of the Bill, and therefore it 
was their duty to correct a claufe, which by being fo loofely 
worded, might produce confequences fo Ihoclcing and fo dread¬ 
ful. r he Scotchjudges had (hewn themfelvcs difpofed to con- 
^'"ilrue Acts of parliament with fufficient latitude,and their lord- 
Ihips could not be too precKe in the wording of an Adt of this 
importance. 

The Bijhop of Rochejler fupported the amendment. He 
laidl, that in ail cafes where the penalty of death was inflidted, 
the law ought to be as explicit as poffbic, and that the life of a 
fellow creature fhould never be at the mercy of the folly, the 
.Ignorance, or the iniquity of a judge. It was a matter of 
j^nfcience to him ; if he gave his vote for a law, from che un- 
'certain wording of whlcn one innocent man (bould lofe his 
lilc by the mifeonfirudtion of the meani,ng of the legifiature, 
he Ihould think he, for one, had dipt his hand in that inn^ 
cent many's blood. He (houid, tbereiore, give his conlent to 
the amendment, 

T^he Lord ChaneeUor faid, that if in the laft fta^e of the 
bqfinefe a fingle doubt on this point fhould remaui, he would 
fome annendment to take place which might remove it. 

' On wbich Lord Lauderdate Withdrew his aniendment. 

^ TV 
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* • On coming to the claufe vi^ifich limits ilietbhtlhuar^c^ 

A <51 to three years, .i . , . , 

Tl?e Duke of Norfolk faid, he was one of thofe who did not 
fee any peceflity whatever for this Aft, hut as there leemed 
to be a majority of the Houfc who did think there waj a 
iiecedity, he would addrefs that majority to pals the Aft as 
conformable to the fpirit of conftitution as poffible. Tbi.^ 
was a great reftriftion on the liberties of the people, and 
tberefore' Ihould only be made to hold for as Ihort a time as 
had been the praftice on former occafions. The habeas cor-- 
pus aft had only been fufpcnded for a ftiort time. He would 
therefore move that inftead of the words three year$j*'^^e 
words “ one year,** Ihould be inferted. ' J 

Lord Mulgrave oppofed the amendment, and coriteddl^' 
that one year would be uiefFeftua), and that he would ridpt 
give up the Bill altogether. He faid the enafting it for'^e 
year, if it was ncccflary to renew it, would cieatc irritationiii the 
minds of the people, and would have the worft confequetK^s. 

Lofds Darnley^ Radnor^ Romney^ and Scarhorough^Xp6kt*\Ki 
favour of the amendment, and laid, if it was not adopted, though 
they had voted for the fecond reading, they would vote againft 
the third. 

Lord Grenville oppofed the amendment. 

7he Duke oj Norfolk aiifwercd all the arguments, the chief 
of which was the irritation a renewal of the Bill would occa- 
Jion, by obferving that the fame coercive power would ffill 
remain with government to couatcraft fuch irritation. 
queftion being put, a divilion took place. 

For the amendment. 

Contents - - - 8 

Non-contents - - - 45 


Majority - - 37 

The Committee tlicn went through the Bill; the Hoilfc 
was refumed ; the report read and received, and the BUI order-^ 
cd to be read a third time on Monday the fourteenth. ** 
Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Friday, 12. ■ * 

After the difeharge of the call of the Houfe,, wbrch,ftbp 4 
fur that day, Mr. Klder brought up the rep)rt of tbe,^.Se^t 
Committee appointed to take into confideration the prelent 
high price of corn, and moved, ‘‘ That the Houfe do agree to 
the following refolurions f ’ 

VoL. 11 ,1795. 3M <«Tq 
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** To reduce the confumption of wheat in the families of 
fubferibing fuch engagement, by at leaft one third 
of the ufual quantity confumed in ordinai^y times. 

“ In order to cfFcft this purpofe, cither to limit to that cx** 
tent the quantity of fine wheaten bread, confumed by each in- 
^Vtdkiai in fuch families ^ 

Ur, to confume only mixed breads of which not more 
than two*thirds lhall be made of wheat; 

** Or, only a proportional quantity of mixed bread, of 
which more than two-thirds is made of wheat; 

Or, a proportional quantity of bread made of wheat alone, 
which no more than five pounds of bran is excluded. 

** If it Ihould be neceffary, in order to effedf the purpofe of 
' this ei^agement, to prohibit the ufe of wheaten flour in pailr}*, 
S^ to diminifhy as much a&pofflble^ the ufe thereof, in other 
than bread. 

^ By one or more of thefe meafures, or by any other which 
may be found equally cflFe£tua], and more expedient and prac¬ 
ticable, in the refpefiive iltuations of perfons fubferibing, to 
enfure to the utmoft of their power the redudfion above-men¬ 
tioned. 

** This engagement to continue In force until fourteen 
days after the next fefSon of parliament, unlds the average 
prtce of wheat (hall, before that time, be reduced to an 
amount to be fpecifled.’* 

Mr. Banks delivered his fentiments on the report. He faid, 
he regarded the labours of the committee with great refped);, 
ahd he hoped the Houfe would endeavour to carry into exe* 
cikioil the propofition which the report contained, being him- 
ftlf perfcdtly ready to do every thing in his power for that pur- 
pofc. He wiihed the Houfe, however, to rccolledt ferioufly 
whether the propofition would be in any confiderable degree 
e(Fe£bual, or adequate to the removal of the evil of which they 
had fo much reafon to complain. He believed that the gen¬ 
tlemen who would fign the propofed agreement would com¬ 
ply, as far as they were able, with the proviiions of it; he, 
neverthclcfs, feared that would not be of an extent fufficient 
to meet the evil. An agreement to fomething of this nature 
had been entered into fome time ago by many perfons of the 
firft diftln^tion ; it had not, however, removed the evil; and 
he was afraid chat this meallire would alfo be inadequate, and 
that in a few months the Houfe would be obliged to go much 
Mi^ther. He fhould therefore fuggeft to the Houfe the pro- 
^'rkty of prohibiting at once the making of bread of wheat 
sdone, and leaving the different compoficions of bread to be 
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9f a mixture of w' eat, rye, barley, potatoes^ or Indian.cornf 
as the cafe miphc require, .and in certain propp^ptions. If tte 
Houfe did not adopt it then, he was afraid they would foon 
be obliged to adopt it. 

• He wiflied alfo, the Houfe to confider whether n^illers 
fliould be allowed to refltie wheat flour beyond a cerUin 
fiandard. He apprehended that the danger of thefe regula¬ 
tions, in confequence of the hardfbips which they would Jn-* 
troduce, were in a great degree chimerical; for he believed 
that the great mafs of the people Would not cake it to be an 
injury if the higher claflfes fet them the example of eating 
this bread. I'he higher cldfles could at prefent eat what 
they pleafcd, but the lower dalles were fo far from it that 
they could not fubfill upon the wages for their laboi^r^ and,A 
vaft number of them were obliged to fubfift upon charity^ 
Therefore it appeared to him that the better way would be to, 
come at once to a regulation by law, with regard to bread, that 
the rich might he compelled to eat the fame bread as the.popir^. 
He did not fay thi^ in contradiction to the opinion of 
committee who recommended the agreement now prppc^odi 
on the contrary, he approved of it as far as it went5 out ho 
was afraid it would not go far enough to remove the evil. • 

Mr. Seerciafy Dnudes contended that the principle of thi$ 
mcafure was a good one: it was, that while the rich w$rc 
enjoying other luxuries, they Ihouid dimiivlh theiv confunipf^ 
tion of bread in order that more of that necclTary article of 
food fliould be left for tlic ufe of liie poor, who were not 
able to procure other articles of food. '1 he honourable gen^ 
tleman who had Ipoken laft feemed to think that thq^aflboia- 
tion would be ineltcciual, and one of his real'oiis was, that 
was an unufual thing. That, in his opinion, was the princi^ 
pil recommendation of the meafurc. It was no quefliop 
upon which there could be a majority and a minority, ip 
ocher queflions: it was a queltion upon which the whole 
Houfe would, he was convinced, be unanimous. Whether 
other meafures might be neceiTary, he was not prepared, to 
decide, but he certainly thought, that even if other meafures 
fliould be neceflary, the Houfe ought to adopt the prefent 
propofltion, and not to have recourfe to compulfaj^ry 
juies in the $rft inflance. It would alfo be recolle&d^that 
a prejudice prevailed in the minds of the people againft, oom* 
pulfatory meafures^ A flrong ditlike had cxilled againft My 
other than the ufual bread: that diilike he was happy to ftate, 
was in many places removed, and the people in thofe places, 
Ale and rclimed bread not made wholly of wheat. Did gen- 

3 M 2 tlemcn 
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tlemc^ rccoikfl: that a compulfatory tncafure would render an 
Aft of patrlJamcnt necefl'ary ? that that Aft could not be paffeJ 
ill lefi than four or five weeks, and that the delay of one week 
wife the delay of a fifty-fecond part of the queftion ? As foori 
3S'thi$ afibciation became known in the country, it would,* 
Mr. Dundas faid^ he had no doubt, be univerfal ; and he was 
cfteidedly of opinion, that the Icgiflativc example would be 
more efficacious than the legillative authority of parliament. 

Mr. Curwen faief, he thought that the refolucions would fall 
fliort of the end propcifed. He wifhed the people to be ear- 
neftly exhorted to ufe bread made of mixed materials ; and ufe 
llrift'ccconomy in the ufage of flour. 

Aldermau Newnham declared he wiflied fomething might 
be done to prevent the combinations of millers, which tended 
to raife the price of grain. 

Mr C. Dundas thought that weights and mcafures ought to 
bfe properly regulated in the fale e>f corn. 

Mr. Kaft ftrongly recommended members to be unanimous 
kt fupporting the prefent engagement. 

Mr. Rider agreed with Mr. Eaft, that unanimity was ex¬ 
ceedingly neccllary. He hoped it would not be difficult to 
carry the rcfolut or.*: into effeft. 

, Mr. She riiian i.n \ there was one point which would give 
him much ratisf*/:..^ to hear, viz. that the propofed fubfti- 
tui(;es for the tv. • at prefent in ufe, would pri)ve equally 
nutritive: he w.i. i.naid that it was not the calo : lie bad been 
informed that in nMiny inftances, in whUn they had attempt- 

to make up bread of different mixtures, it had been found 
riBtonIj; unpnlatphic, but unwholefomL;. If the faft wxre fo, 
II; appeared to him, to be a nioli n;atcria! objeft ; bccaulc, 
from the very high ptiec ta all the oihrr articles of bfe, mar.y 
9 f the labouring poor \.eir forced to Ijvc thufly on brcaii. 
The only renicdy he law, uas to adopt the Bdl which bad 
been brought in to inc.cafc the w'agt s of biboiuers. I'crfons 
who were in more alHucnt fituatinivs would be cnabkd to ufo 
other articles, which would diminiffi th«.* unwholefoine cft'cfts 
of iqixed bread, and bread of inferior tjuality ^ but men in that 
low ftate to which he had alluded, would not have ic in ihcir 
power to have recourfe to any luch meaiis, uiiicfi the Bill 
were pnflfed for cnercafing their wages. With refpeft to the 
a^qejation piopofcd, he ftiould object to it in its prei^p.t form, 
nbt fhat he did not wilh the object for which it was propofed, 
ttq be obtained, but becaufe he was afraid to fet a bad prece- 
If liicmbers were once called upon in that kiiwl of way 
ii?5ilfcfcribe lo a particular ailbciation, it might be extended 
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. to others of a different’ nature. He had no obje£tion to the 
Houfe coming to a refolution to recommend fuch afrocia,ti 9 n^ 
and that every member in bis individual capacity fliould re¬ 
commend and enforce them by example, in the place where 
he lived; and he certainly would do it in the parifli of hu 
George’s Hanover Square, where he lived; he could not^ 
however, for one moment confent to lign the ailbciaiton, as 
at prefjnt propoftef. 

iVir. TViihrfone faid, he had no doubt hut that there might 
be a fpccies ot bread, compofed of certain mixtures, which 
v/ould be equally nutritive with that at pr fent in ufe, becauft 
it was proved by experience ; it was well known, that in 
many parts of the country, the poorer fort of people ufed 
bread compofed in a great degree, if not entirely, of rye^ 
which was not confidered as unwholefomc. With refpeS to' 
the honrairable gentleman’s obfervation upon the propriety of 
raifing the wages of labourers, he did not think it applied j 
hecauje, if the prefont meafure was adopted, they would have 
bread cheap in proportion to their means. Befides, the Bill 
only propofed to laife the wages of labourers in hufbandry, 
ivho were the people among whom mixtd bread was moft in 
iile. As to what had fallen from the honourable gentleman., 

■ relative to the propofed aflbeiation, he could not agree with 
him upon that point. 7‘he prefent folemn occafion, in his 
opinion, called f^nr fomc effectual mcafure, and the one pfo- 
pofed appeared to him more likely to cltect tiic be- 

caufc it was an unufual one; and it would aifo have tlic good 
effccl: of (hewing the people at large, that the parliament loft 
no time in doing every thing in its powder to relieve the Jif* 
trefles of the people. 

Mr. Hujpy acquiefeed in it alfo, and declared that he 
fhould introduce fomc regulations in his own family with re¬ 
gard to the coiirumptio.i of bread. He would, he faid, 
take an acc^aint of the confumption of b^ ad, and he would 
endeavour to leflen it by a third. He would recommend that 
potatoes might be ufed inflead ut bread, but he thought that 
potatoes fhould be ufed as potatoes, not by mixing them 
with flour to make bread. He thought alfo that rice (liould 
be made ufe of inflead of paftry. If compullion was at all 
to be ufed, he would fubinit the propriety of ufing ftale bread 
niftead of frefh, for which purpole baking might be allowed 
only three days in the week, and then every perfon who eat 
bread, would be compelled to make ufc of fome that was 
ilalC) and this was the higheft fpccies of compuKion he could 
bring bimfcif to confent to with regard to bread. 


Mr. 
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Mfr Martin agreed to*the propofition before the Houfe^ 
declared his readinefi to come to any meafurc that might 
relieve the poor by ar,y law that could be deviled, becaufc he 
fwd^he thought that it was hard, indeed, that a labouring 
tn^ could not Jive by fruits of his iabour alone, nor without 
b&xig compelled to apply to the charity of the rich. 
iThe refolution was then put and carried, 
jj/r. J^yder moved, that the perfons fubferibing fuch en¬ 
gagement, do recommend it in their refpeflive neighbour¬ 
hoods—Agreed to. He alfo moved, that a committee fbould 
fe immediately appointed to draw up the form of an engage- 
ment, which (hould be left in the offie’e of the clerk of the 
journals for fignature.—Agreed to. 

A committee was accordingly appointed, and the members 
of the committee immediately withdrew to prepare an engage¬ 
ment. 

CULTIVATION OF WASTE LANDS, 

Sir yobn Sinclair Tofe to make his promifed motion. He 
began with ftating, that the Houfe, in confequence of the 
prefent fcarcity and high price of provifions, had two objefts 
entitled to its particular attention. The firft was, how to 
palliate the prefent evil ? For that purpofe, a felcdt committee 
had been already appointed ^ from whofe zeal and abilities 
much benefit was to be expected. In confequence of the:r 
#bggefiians, high bounties had been granted for the importa- 
fion of foreign grain j and that night, the Houfe had come to 
90 agreement, which marked the peculiar diftrefs to which 
the country was reduced. The ohje£l of his motion was of 
o 4 ifierent nature. The intention of it was, to prevent cala¬ 
mity and diftrefs in future ; to cut up famine by the roots ; 
to prevent its ever again coming within the boundaries of this 
ifland ; to render it in future unncceflary cither lu «rai)t h. un¬ 
ties on the importation of foreign grain, or to come to fuch 
an agreement as had been voted that night. All that could 
beft be effected, by rcfolving to cultivate the wafte, uninclolcd, 
and unprodudlive lands of the kingdom. With a motion to 
appoint a ftlcct committee to take that fubjedt into confidera- 
tion, he fhould conclude what he had to offer. 

He then ftated, that the matter of confidtT.ntion was a fuh- 
jeA which naturally came under the cognizance of the board 
of agriculture; who had it frequently under difeuflion, and 
who at laft came lo certain refolution?, in confcqucncc of 
which he was difedted to make the prefent motion in parli^ 

f pk. As the motion was merely for the appointment of a 
committee, he fhould not think it neceffary to detain 
" " ilic 
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•t|ic Houfe longer at prefent, cfpecially after the long and de- 
fultory converfation which had already taken place, Hd 
could not, however, avoid dating the fatisfaftion he expe¬ 
rienced from finding that the motion was likely to meet with 
the general, andhetrufted, the unanimous concurrence and 
:ippropbation of the Houfe. He then moved, ** that a 
fcledt committee be appointed, to take into confideratlon the 
means of promoting the cultivation and improvement of the 
wade, uninclofed and unproductive lands of the kingdom, and 
to report the fame as it (hall appear to them, together with 
the opinion thereon to the Houfe. 

The following are the rcfolutions of the Board of Agricul¬ 
ture, on the fill jedl of the waftc lands and commons, on the 
2orh of November, 1795, on which Sir John Sinclair’s motipn 
was founded : 

RefolveJ, 

I. Tluit it appeals to this board, from the returns made of the i^ate of agilc uttore 
in the diitTb-rcftt counties, that J very confiderablc propottlun of the territory of 
the orated Iclngdom iVill remains waftc and unprodudlivc, lliough capabic 
great improvement; and It is the opinion of the boaid, that the pro'ent fcarc.ty 
and high price cf provifions call moft foiclbly for every pofliblc encourag'*meii^ 
that can be the means of bringing fuch extcnfivc trails of valuable land into a 

ftaie of cultivation. 

II. 1 h«t the improvement of thefc lands would be greatSy facilitated, by a genew 
iavv, to render the divifton and drainage thereof Icfs trouLlcfomc and cxpen/ive$ 
the neceility of applying for private avft» being the chief obftucle, and amuunttiog 
in many inftanccj, to a prohibition, of fo eillntial an impiovcment. 

III. That it is expedient, that application be made to parJiament, to tab's under 
its confidcration the beft mode of encouraging the improvenicnt of fuch lands, 
as one of the molt efte^jal m eans of providing for an inercafed population^ 
giving employment to the induftrious and labouring poor, and preventing future 
Scarcity. 

IV. 'l hat in the opin’on of this board, fuch an application ha-, become pcculiarty 
nccciTary at this time, as the lands now in cultivation, have been found, on 
the average of feveral years paft, inadequate to the cor.fumrtion of the king¬ 
dom $ and that fuch an pncouragem?nt of agriculture as is here rerommended, 
might not only be the means of railing a fuflicient quantity of bread corn fer the 
home’confumption, but alfo of providing a furplus, and preventing the preca¬ 
rious fituatioa, of depending on foreign countries, for the nati nnl fubftibcnic. 

V. That the prefident be requefted to move in tlic Houfe of Commoi s, for the 
appointment of a committee, to take the above fubj;;ft:nto confideraiinn; and 
that the board do lay before the committeec, that maybe arpoiiitcd for the 
plirpoic, all the information that it has been able to coliedt, In regard to the 
wafte 4 nd unproiufl've lands of tl.e kirgdom. 

air. 
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that the motioaof the honourable 
l^aj'onet propofcd for its objeS the improvefnent of the tvafle 
Unds^ He wifhed to know, whether it was his intention to in¬ 
troduce a fyftem of general Inclofure ; the general words of 
tl^ potion left him at a lofs to conceive what was precifely 
meant to be Included, becaufe the wafte lands, in their prefent 
ftate, were certainly not entirely unprodu6iive. He feid, it 
feemed a folecifm in national policy, that fucli a fum as one 
million fliould be allowed as a bounty on the importation of 
corn, whilll at the fame time a fourth or fifth part of the lands 
of chefe kingdoms lies wafte. 

,Si'r y, Sinclair explained, that a general enclofing bill was 
within the objefl and views of the board. A committee was 
'appointed- 

DISTILLERY KILL. 

The debate thereon was refumedj and it vvas agreed tliat 
on the 18th day of the prefent month, the dirtilleries lhallceafe 
to'work. 

claufe was added to the bill, placing the probandi 
oh the diftiller, in the event of any doubt arifing in the mind of 
the officer, whether molaflesisor not Britilh. 

A claufe was alfo added, providing that potatoes raited by 
diftdlers fur domeflic ufe, (hould not be conficiered as includ- 
cd.onder that claufe which prohibits more than a certain quan- 
ti^.to be kept in their pofleffion. 

TAXES. 

"Thcfeveral tax bills were read a lirft time. 

'^Lcrd Sh^ffuld moved for an account of the quantity of mo- 
lafi'es imported into Great Britain for the lafl ten years, diftin- 
guifhin^ each year.—Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Friday, December 14.. 

' / CONFERENCE OF THE TWO HOUSES. . 

A meflage was brought from the commons, requeffing^ 
conference with their Lordfhips, which was agreed to, and 
' the painted chamber appointed for the purpofe. 

houfe then nominated the Lord Prrjident of the Cmn*- 
Mansfield), the Duke cf Lieds^ the Efs^hf De/byy 
£n/ I of Scarborough^ the Earl of Hopiioun^ Lord P^fcount 
^ 'Sydfux^ Lord licnxhcjbury^ and Lord Grenz'iliey to be of the 

conference 
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conference on‘&c part of the Peere, who met theCctomti^ 
accordingly tn the piiinted chamber. ; ’ ‘' ; 

On the return of their lordlliips the Lord Pnjide^ infot- ^ 
iiied ihc boufe, that he had received from the Compiohs a re-, 
folution and agreement entered into by them relative to the high " 
price of corn. He then read the refolution and agreement,' * 
^^iuch were follows: 

RESOLUTION. 

Hefolved, Nemine CrntradicentCj —That, in confequehce of 
the high price and deficient fupply of wheat, it is expcHierif W 
adopt fu^ nieafures as may be pradVicablc for dimini&itig 
ednfumption thereof, during the continuance of the- prdbit' 
preffure, and for introducing the ufe of fuch articles 
conveniently be fubftituted in the place thereof. 

AGREEMENT. / 

We, the underfigned, imprefled with a fenfe of the 
which may be experienced by his Majefl:y*s fubjefts, iii . 
feauenceof the deficient fupply of wheat, unlefs tiaiely ap^..^ 
enet^ual mcafures are taken to reduce the confumptloh 
of, within fuch limits as may prevent the preffure of a'jSuar 
fcarcity previous to the nextharveft, and may fecure, as far as. 
poifihle, the neceffary fubfiftence of the people of this 
doin, until it fliall pleafe Divine Providence to reftore the 
ing general plenty ; DO hereby^ jointly and fevcriilly, pled^' 
ourfelves, in the mod folemii w'*anncr, to execute and main¬ 
tain, to the utmoft of our power, the following RESOLU-. 
'riONS 9 and alfo rpoft carneftly ro recommend the fame to 
he adopted in our refpeflive neighbourhoods. 

We will reduce the confumption of wheat in our fainSies, ^ 
by at lead onc-third of the ufual quantity confumed 
in oidiuary times. 

In Older to effed this redudion, either we will limit to that 
extent the quantity of fine wheaten bread ufed by each indi- 
vididual in our families; or we will confume therein only 
mixed bread, of which not more than two-thirds (hall 1^ 
made of wheat; or we will confume only proportional 
quantity of mixed bread, of which more than two-thirds is 
made of wheat j or a proportional quantity of bread made df 
wheat alone, from which uo more .than five pounds weight of 
bran per bulhel is excluded: and we will alb (if it jChaft he 
oeceliafy for the purpofe of this engagaihentj prohibit in our 
VoL. II. 1795. 3N families 
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faptiluss the ufc of whcatcn flour in paftry, and diminifli, 
as mucti as poffible, the ufc thereof in other articles thaii 
brpad, 

JBy.fomc one or more of thefe mcafurcs, or by any other 
yifkich may be found equally cffcitual, and more expedient 
ttd praflicable, in our icfpc6hve fituations, vie will, to the 
Utmoftof our powei, enfure the rcdudion above-mentioned, 
of at leaft one-third of the quamitv of wlicat ufually con- 
fumed in our families in ordinary times* 

This engagement flidl remain in foire until fourteen days 
after the commencement of the next felTion of parliament^ 
ludefs the average price of wheat in the whole kingdom (hall 
1)C reduced, before that time, to eight fliiilmgs per Win- 
chefter bufliel; and wc do earncftly recommend to our fcl* 
low fubjciSls to adopt and ftridlly to adhere to the fame. 

The above copy of the refolution apd agreement was 
mowed that they might he on the table lor the confidcrallon of 
their lordfliips. 

The Earl of LaukrJale admitted thtt the fubjeft was of 
the hic:hcft importance j he contended neverthclcl'? that; the 
mode m which it had t^een fubmitt d to their loidihips was 
equally ui.lutta’ Ic to the importance ol thcfuhjctS, and dero¬ 
gatory from tne dignity of the houfe. He faid, he could con- 
nder it in n ^ odier light than as nuj;.itory and ridiculous, and 
as a paltry a » mpt to catch at popular Ta\ our, by publiflimg 
a lift of names, lubfciibing to a puipoic of great apparent be¬ 
nevolence, but which in fad was of no real utility. He de¬ 
clared he was icady to concui in cvciy objed that could be 
proved efficitntly to tend to tlu rtllef of the poor. He was 
willing to flMrfce as many facnftccs, and go as great lengths, 
fis any man, to renjuJy the extreme preflure under winch 
they laboured. Sucua palpable catch at popularitv howevci, 
as was aimed at by the pi cl nt nieafuie, he utteiJy difclaimcd; 
he would not nave his name trumpeted loiili by the public tai, 
while he was confcious that he wi^ affording no ical mitiga¬ 
tion to the preflure of public cjlam.iy. He cautioned the 
Houfe againft haftily giving into Lie* meafuic held out that 
day for their landion \ and rcCo nmended them to aft, not 
with a tame fubfervicncy to the authoi.t) of the other branch 
of the legiilaiuie, but with a proper icgard to their own dig- 
yOrtty. 

f Lord Grenville faid, that the remarks of the noble Earl muft 
!i at leaft be confidtrcd as prcmaiuie. What was the proper 
line of condud for that Houle to adopt, was not then the fub- 
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. jei3: of difcit^n. It would come to be debated wbed 
papers were printed, and were before their lordlhips in a 
gular form. He could nor, however, help obfervlng theAngul 
lafiiy of theoppofition which the noble Earl diffdayed^ tb.aii^ 
obje£^ on which the Houf^ of Commons bad been unaiiimotu^; 

Lord Hawkefbury agreed as to the magnitude of tbeqaefl;ibni!i^ 
but gave his diflent jto the chara£ler given by the noble Kar^to 
the nicafure- It was not to be regarded as a ridiculous add 
nugatory meafure in any way whatfoever, his lordihtp faid,' hcj 
thought it, at leaft he hoped fo ; when he confidered the 
judtees of the people of the country with refpect to cettaio^ 
kinds of food, as wife not to fhock thofe prejudicesy but ^ 
ahow them any jmeafure deemed expedient by example; am 
when they faw members of parliament fetring the 
they would probably follow it without murmuring. Si 

Lord Thurlow gave it as his opinion that even in this ftage 
of the matter, it was right to take notice of the nature o£ thq 
papers which had been juft laid on the table* Forbis>0!ra 
part, he confcilcd, he did not know what to call the psam^‘ 
ing which appear^ to him to be equally novel and kregdlard 
A reiblution and an agreement had been read, but wh^ wae > 
the tendency of both? He could fee no po^Ie good,that 
could arife from either. Was it meant to be made the 
foundation of any iegillative adl ? He did not underftaod |bat 
it was ; and if not, of what fervice coidd it be ? It was 1 ^ 
more than an agreement of certain individuals, as he linder- 
ftood it, to difufe the article of wheat in a certain degreep and 
intended to operate on the people by way of example.; to that 
agreement they defircd the concurrence of their Imdfliip&t 
this he thought would be of no avail, and therefore defirsd 
their lordihips to confider, whether they ought not to turn 
their minds to fomething which would be more effodtuai bi 
regard to the miichief that was apprehended. The .only 
regular way, in which a proceeding of the other houfo could 
come forward for the concurrence of their lordfbip^) Aathe 
was aware of, was in the (hape of a legifiative act atlaendcd 
with the ufual formalities. 

Lord Mulgravs faid it had been ufual for the commons t'i 
make communications to their lordfhipi of refolutios^ 
which they had enteiedj without requiring them, to takl&.Re:y^ 
polttive ftep in confeqqcnce of foch cquimunicatiotl. 
prefent inftance, he thought it bec:|me ^ir lordlhips fcriuiiidy^ 
to deliberate how tar it might not, on a fubj.e<^ of fucbinaUT 
«nal importance, becpmethetrw ifdom to adopt jthat refolutis>ti»^^ 

3 N 2 • which 
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3|l^h the refult of the colk£live wKdom of the 

H<ia& ol Commons. 

t '^^riKQtenmlle faid, in one part of the refolutiony of the 
ffilUjfr of rnmmnn^j the expediency ql' .faving flour was flaterd, 
firi'theirfubrequenc rdblucion, denrod that houfe would adop^ 
'Sl^iar rcfolutions. 

'm Lord Hawkijbury thought that the prefent mcafurc was both. 

and falutary ^ that the force of example might do a great 
4eal; and would certainly be preferable to ufing any mode of 
coercion upon the great body of the people, to force upon 
them a material alteration in an article to which they were all 
fblong and fo naturally attached as that of food. 

/ LprdHurlow defired that the cleric might read the agree* 
incnt again 1 which being done, he faid, chat ftill be could 
ii6t tell what to make of it, nor in what (K)int of view to con* 
lider it, as any thing elTential to the objedi it was intended to 
IMTomote. It was an agreement figned by a number of mem- 
iMrs^of the houfe of commons, to refrain from the ujfe < of 
in a certain degree in their feveral hoofes and fiunilies j 
tot how was it intended cooperate ? He wifhed to be informed, 
as at pi^nt be.fliw in it little more than a refolution and agree¬ 
ment in the members of tnc Houfe of Commons not to eat 


tacts* 

. L$rd Grenville faid, that he (hould not have again riienon 
fMrefpnt occaflon, but he could not bear that it Ihould go 
tortfe to the public, that a fubjectof fuch extreme importance. 
Mini in which the country at large were fo greatly intereiled, 
Jisid bfeti treated in that houfe as futile and ludicrous. He 
tnould not have it underiiood that fuch a feeling prevailed 
among their lordfliips, with refpeci to a meafure on which the 
other of parliament had exprefied an unanimous concur* 
fence, or chat they (hould be difpofed to treat fo lightly an 
olgeft of the mc^ ferious concern, and the moft preffing 


utgency. 

, Xsrd Thurlouj replied, that be might feci all the importance 
of the fubjedl, and yet to difpofed to treat the mode in which 
jehad been brought forward exactly in the way he had done. 
He would again repeat, that the meafure at prefent brought 
forward was fmV, iTMtile, and even ludicrous. But thefe epU 
tfaeis applied not to fubjeci j he was aware of its ferious 
aacim, and pf the urge^pey of providing a remedy. If the 
Mithets applied any wtl'cre, they muft fall upon the pcifons 
gmp brought forward a .meafure fo contemptible in itfelf, fo 
piHequate to its obje6^ lb un&t for the confideration.^ 
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their Joi«dfliipr4tf'any fliape confiftent with the gravity 
proceedings. ' 

ibs Marquis qf Lanfdown fpokc to order. He faidVthit if 
theif lordfhips meant to adopt any remedy commenfiirate 
cvdl of the IcarckV) it ooght to be a bold, manly, and 
remedy. On fuch a ground he fhould have been difpOfed^ 
have concurred with them, to have fct his face Uy^ v^Orft of 
their fituatioii, and to have encountered the evil in the 6?hly Witv 
in which it could fairly have been encountered, by a flrong aftTd 
compuifatory legiflative proceeding. Why did not they^fiST 
inftance, prohibit the confumption of any other btKt''ba^3r 
bread ? That would have been fomething. What 
commended in this agreement ot the houfe of commons at 
commenfurale to the evil ? It propoi'ed nothing which had? 
before been very generally adopted, and which every 
common humaiuty muft have been dilpofed to carry into efieflfc 
without me formality of a written agreement. In his ow|i 
family all the regulations intended to be enforced by this 
ment had been praclifed for the laft five or fix months. ’*Wiib 
regard to the agreement iifclf. It commenced,- 
wiiderfigned and in the copy which had been feitttd them, 
IK) ffgnatures were to be found; fo that it was no of the 
Houle of Commons, either colledively or in their indi vidual 
capacity; it carried v/ith it no force whatever,’ and‘^diA not 
come before their lordlhips in a (hape upon whicH^theycditM 
peflibly ground any proceeding. He recommended* tb them, 
therefore, to proceed in the bulinefs with due and mature de¬ 
liberation, and not by any haity or unadvifed refclution 
commit the dignity of their chara6fer, and infringe the* 
larity of their proceedings, by fufFering the people 
humbugged into the notion, that they were relrevi^d,‘l;rtiea 
in reality, they felt no benefit ; and when, in fanEJ^-thfe'^pM^ 
ceeding was not likely to afford the fmalleft chance of‘beijMt 
to tlie public. .iV ui 

Lord P^Jieunt^SyJney feid a few words in favour of che&ni'^ 
mutiication. ; : U 

The Duke of Bedford defended the manner in which the pro¬ 
ceeding had been treated, and deemed it inadequate to it, dii4 
likely to prove wholly inefficacious. 

The papers were ordered to be printed, and taken into tasb- 
iiideration on Wednefday, the i6th. 

HIS majesty’s message, ,,, ..m. ,; . 
Earl Eitzwilliism that before tne houfe proce<?d^^Jla 
the order of the d-iy, he Iclt himfclf compelled to tiouble their 

iorclibips 
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Wrtfhfps ivifcb a few words on a fubjc^t of the atmoft public 
iflTpoirtance. It w.is a fubjeft in which the cabinet were par- 
tcetriurljr implicittedy but which alfo deeply afF«£ted the honour 
jSSrftonfiftcncy of their lordihips’ proceedings. He oughc, hs 
1^' awarcy to apologize to the houi'e for not having been 
when the fubjeit to which he was dcfirous to call their 
Intention had come regularly before them, on the conftderatton 
df his Majelly’s mefiage. He was the n at a diftance in the 
Country; but immediately on hearing its concents had comit 
til fulfil what he felt to he an urgent and indifpcnfible call of 
public duty, in delivering his fentiments on the nature of that 
fideiTage. The rnelTage ftated, that fuch a crifis had arrived as 
would induce his Majelly to meet any difpofition for negocia#^ 
on the part of the enemyy with an earneft dcfire to give it 
the futteft and fpeedidt elFed. I'he prefent war, his lordlhip 
remarked, was of a nature different from all former wars. It 
was commenced, not from any of the ordinary inoiives of po¬ 
licy and ambition, in which wars generally originate; it was 
ibrprefsly undertaken, though, in his opinion, too tardily> to 
j^ore order to France, and effect the dcftruciion of the abo- 
niitirable fyffem that prevailed in that country. Upon that uit* 
derffanding it was t)ut he had feparated from fome of thofe 
with whom he had long afted in politics, and, with other noble 
#tends, lent hi^ aid and ai&ftance to his Majefty’s miniffers. 
0pon that underftanding he had filled the fituation which he 
fdthe time ffnee had the honour to hold in his Majefty’s cabinet* 
Khowing, then, on fuch authority, the objeft of the war to 
liave been to reftore order in France, the preeife object from 
*Wflfch he and his noble friends had been induced to give it 
chbir fupport, he muff confefs that he was fomewhat furprifed 
at'tfae declatation in the meffage, that his Majefty was now 
ftsMy to treat with France.^’ When he looked to the adtuat 
fituation of France, he faw no change of circuniftances which 
jufflfy fuch a deebration, confiftently with that object 
k)i^ i^hich me war was undertaken. He couid regard it in no 
irifhtr fight thuii as an entire departure from the piincifde on 
the war had been commenced^ and had hitherto been 
cbhrjhueci. 

His lordfiiJp proceeded to examine what other tnotives 
infght be affignud for the war, belidts that which he bad men- 
t}on]ed. If it had been a war ior any common objedt, it could 
been protracted to fuch a length; and even at an 
||||Pfi'*r pniod if might, be faid, have been concluded Upon 
*rms n’.uch mere advantageous than at prefent. If it bad been 
a War merely I'or t!:e protedion of our allies, all intereft in 

carrying 
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carrying it m tmH have ceafed, |wbcn Flanders and 
had failen intathe hands of the enemy, and the latter had.co^ 
eluded a treaty of alliance with France. If it had been a war 
for ag^randifement, or extension of territory, we might baviib 
treated with much more advantage at the period when the Au- 
ftrians had made fach progrefs in the French territories, or af 
the period when Wf ourfelves had got fuch large acquificions ia 
the Weft Indies. We might then have made.miich ak/m 
brilliant terms, thanw^e could poQibly exped in thepreleoC 
moment. It was aliedged, that the prefent government in 
France was the only one which had fufficient power to 
negociation. Of tne prefent government, he rem^rkc(4 ottifijjjrr 
fters, as yet, had but a ftiort experience; and foroii^ goverpiir 
ments, while they tailed, had not {hewn any want of rhi^neec^ 
fary authority for the objedls of executive ad4iiiniftratton« 
minifters had been difpofed to treat with a government of aay 
fort, that poflefied authority at the time, theie had fora^eri^ 
been an executive council invefted with refponftbJity for^^ 
purpofe. Robe/pierre h .d held the fuprenve power, yefted^^ 
his own perfon, for hfteen moia:hs i why djd not minifters ttp|ii 
apply to him, if all they wanted from the governnnent^ wi^ 
whom they ftiould negociate, was merely fufficient f«rce tog^yc 
efFe£k to the treaty i , v- 

The earl faid, he had, he trufted, fhewn that minims 
might both have treated much earlier, and witli tnfipilCf|y 
greater advantage, if their objections to ncgociatc had n^t 
mediately referred to the nature of the gewernment ellabliilipd 
in France; if their ©bjeft had not been; as he had already 
ftated, to reftore order in France. He would allc, therefoiref 
was the prefent government in France fo ma'.erially altered 
in its nature and conllfuidlion, as all at once to do away their 
former objeftions, and produce that crifis which the meffiigc 
deferibed ? Of the probable fiafeilityof that governmont|,rtO 
experience that they had yet had could allow them to pfO* 
nounce an opinion ; in its principle, he affirmed,.the ptetent 
government of France to be prccilcly the fame as thofe which 
had preceded it. It was ftill a pure unqualified democ racy, 
containing the feeds of diflention and anarchy, and affording 
no fecurity for religion, property, or order. It provided no 
adequate guard for property: religioii it exprefely excluded 
from its fyftem, and it introduced no diftirdions which could 
give eftWt to the obfervance. Was it to be accounted a regular 
jgoverhment, becaufe it exadfed a tax equal to the rate of three 
dtrys Iftbour, or required a qualification of property to the 
amount of ten days labour, in order to be an ele^or ? 
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furftly rcafon upon flight grounds who€oUJd'gli^e any 

we^ht to cfrcumftanres io tnvMl 

Whltt^ he Avould '^‘C, was thr charaftcr of the men of whom 
thil* l^vernmcnt was compofed ^ Let their lordfliip^ look to 
tlift^rfons compofing the cxcrutive direftory. Were they 
nrt the' t**'V men who had been inftrumenial in producing thofe 
fccrc« of anarchy and blood which ori«:ina!lvhadocrafionrd the 
war ? Would his fneuds fo far forget their former principles, 
fo entirely divert thcmfclvrs of thofc feelings which induced 
thefrt to Jrnd their fupport to the war, ae to be ready to go 
intjo an alliance with the men againft whofe power they hud 
to make a ftand i He appealed to ininirters; ht 
mihdfed them of their former profeffions with refpect to the 
of the war, wh'ch thev faid rivolvcd the humour of the 
cdontry, and the falvation of Furopc Would that noble lord, 
fo*|ngh in his Majefty*s councJs, and fo particuiarlv conneded 
ill any iranfaftion that might be had with foreign powers, who 
hadPtmde fo pathetic and forcible an addrds to the houfe on 
tl|lfe*intirder of the Fiench Monarch, now join hands with hie 
aWrffihs, when they bad aggravated their guilt, by embruing 
tbhir haddt in the blood ot his unhappy queen and his innocent 
ftftcr ^ Upon thefe ccn^idcrations Lari Fi^rwillum faid, he 
entirely difapproted tht mrffage and the addrefs that had fol- 
k)ti/ed It, and thought i r peice could be made fafely with the 
futfetit government 1 lance. 

Peru IONS. 

' 7 be Eai I of Scat hrrou^h prefented i petition from the county 
of York a^ainft the bills now pendmnr. Ordered to lie on 
the tabk*. 

7he Duke of Bedford prefented a petition from the mer- 
ebants, fcip-own'T®, tr ’tiers, and mhabltan’s of the town of 
KiOgrton upon Hull, agamft the bills. Ordered to 1 c on 
the table. 

Sari FitzTJuilltam prefented a petition fiom ShefBtld in fa¬ 
vour of the bills. Ordered to lie on the table. 

S£D1 riots MILllNG CiLU 

The order of tl-'c da> being moved for the third reading of 
the bill f n prtvenMn^ Icdttious aiicmblies, 

Lord Gff VI tc moved an amendmenr, that in one of the 
clfiiufes, rcrpuSling punters in Scotland, inftead ot the Word 
ofjFenccs, there ihould be iniertcd felony. After a few re- 
the rm^ciidiiicnt was agreed to, and the hill read a thtrd 
On :hc quc<iiion, that the ^\\i do now pafa/’ 

Tii 
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Duite Biifori rofc and in fubftartce fpoke as folfbiiirat 
The bill my lords nowftands before you exadly as it isto p$i& 
into a law. In the courfe of the difcuilion which it has uR* 
defgone, k has been divefired of feveral obnoxious clayfef^ 
which, if retained, might have been attended with the moft 
horrid and fatal confequences. The exceptionable prineipte^ 
however,^ ft»)l remains; that principle, in the contem^afit^ 
of which I do not fcruple to pronounce it an infringemetiA 
and violation of the conditution. There is no n^le ]or4 <0 
ftrenuDus an advocate for the bill, as to deny that it impol^ 
fome reftriclions on the right of petitioning. He 
incked, that thefe reftriclions are eftential and falucary. : 
tl^ contrary, affirm them to be unneceftary and perniciov^ 
The bill gives a power, which is liable to abufe ; it is in 
to tell me that k will not be abufed. I never will confide fndi 
a ppwer, while I am ignorant for what ptirpofes it may vtl^ 
applied, or to what extent it may be carried. I nuypoMbly 
be aiked, why I did not attend the comrnitte^ there to fu^gW 
fuch alterations as 1 deemed neceftary ? I could propdle 
amendments confiftenily With my own fenlipients^ that 
not have ftruck at the principle of the bill; and 1 fhould 
been afhamed to have fuggefted fuch minute veibal altetafion^ 
as would have left all the evil of the principle. I fo 
wiflied that the bill fhould go abroad naked to the pubitc',^ 
all its oiiginal deformity, that I almoft regret that any 
ments have been made in the committee. At the fame 
when 1 looked to the great and horrid evils which might have 
followed from the operation of the bill, if it bad palkd as it 
was'ifirft introduced, at the danger even of a civil war, which 
poffibly has been averted, I cannot help rejoicing that the 
voice of the people, which I, in common wkh othexs, 
myfelf to bring forward, has produced fo falutary and 
ficial an eftedt. The ground urged for adopting this bittUliak 
been the outrage againft his Majefty’s perfon, It h^ 
boldly ailerted, that, previous to that event, the propRgsttipii 
of fedicion was notorious, and that it may be immcmat;e]]r 
traced to doctrines which were openly preached. I as boldly 
contradidl the aflertion. Upon that point we arc therefore 
iflue. How then is it to be eftabliftied ? By {^ oof, by exami¬ 
nation, by inveftigation. Thefe have been refufed j and 
minifiers did well to refufe them : for they were well aware 
that-their meafures were not calculated to ftand fuch a teft* 
Had*'they been in pofleflion of thole materials of proof wfikli 
• ^ required, would they have refufed them ? If the cirettq)* 
ftances^if the times tmpofed upon them the ncccftiry of brink* 
- Vox.. IK 1795, 3O ing 
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' . IfgifetwM .iww afis of reftridiofl, and. ^ msjcing frefh 
the penai code of the country, (aneceility atisdl 
j would they not, if poiiible, hayc employed the 
~ ‘ 'jib> fecure our concurrencr, as tlieir ^meaiures would 
/ jtove gone forth to the public.with w*cb greater e%dt, 
jtve been followed by a chearfol and rrnforced. aflent ? 
t 'prefent meafore is liable to be abuTed grofsly, ihatuefulLy, 
am afraid, with impunity. I do not wim tp eat^ iii^ 
apy inveiflivcs againft the charaiSlers of magiftrates $ it is Mt 
liowever to be concealed, that many of thofc to whom fo large 
^>power is to be given by the prefent bill, are known to be 
;jp;Qrhipt men or at leaft men liable to corruption: and to per** 
fpm of this defeription, you give the power to arreft an En- 
^Uiliman while he is fpeaking, while he is in the middle of 
JhiS argument ; though you recogniie the principle that no 
(peech or publication ought to be judged from a detached paf- 
fage,, or partial view of the contents, but from a fair compa- 
rrfon of the context, and a deliberate examination of the 


tendenev of the whole. In cafe of any refiltance or obilruc<> 
tion, wnat is the power you give to the magillratc ? to difperfe 
the meeting, to enforce military execution ; and remark now 
jnany kinds of obftrudtion may take place in a large a/Iembly 
ittbortof acfuaJ violence; it is not your lorJ/bips all know to 
,li)e expeefted that Englifbmcn will all at once become ac- 
cuftomed to fervitude, and, on the firft mandate of a corrupt 
jand worthlefs magitlrate, difperfe like a troop of flaves. Yet, 
in every fuch inftance, you put it in the power of a inagiftrate 
of this defeription to enforce the mod fevere penalties, 
wherever the Britifli fpirit lhall either undauntedly ftep for¬ 
ward in the arduous talk o( aAcrting its outraged rights, or 
tempering its energies with prudence ; fhall calmly remain on 
tbedefenuve, and aiTurnc the inllexible, but unoffending, atti¬ 
tude of oppofition, to caprice or tyranny. Such a power 1 
would not tt uft even to the man whom 1 mod loved, revered, 
and efteemed. To fuch a man I might trud niy own life, 
iny own liberty, and my own property; but I would not iruft 
thofc of my countrymen. I feci that though 1 am not dele¬ 
gated from them, I am delegated for them. 

Witn refpccl to the fadi of the outrage on his Majedy, on 
which lb much ftrefs has been laid, what was the drilc of the 
^uedioiis on the examination of the perfons who attended bis 
jS'Iajedy, and what did tlie cviJrncc then brought forward go 
to prove ? I hat the perfons any way implicated in that out- 
were but few in number; at fird it was faid only about 
■%rty, auti afterwards iivt above two huudred. It .feemedto 



Dec. 14.] i^^OODFALL’S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 

be the wifli tjf tniirifters to prove that the outrage was 
the a£t 6f a band of twffians. Even fuppofin^ thaito bfe’^ * 
fad, was it fitting toenflave th6 ^holefyenpletxf £ngtaiid"jp| 
the offence of a few* dcfpcrater individuals? / Was jfhetrVg^ 
a juftification of thofe now and cfuelptmi^n^hts 
enaded'by this bin ? There is fidwever om^f igi^on^ 
which this bill is defended as a meafure ^ 

argument for encieafing the penal code^ ih oid^f to 
crimes, is; Lmuft remark, founded on a moft ddl|iQtic jciiiS 
cipicy and is an innovation of the mofi dangerous nztuvif : It 
is contrary to that fpirit which guided the kgiflative prSdtoddfe 
ings of our anceflors, contrary to the whole tcnOOT'jrf"^^ 
laws. It is to be recollected, that laws, in order! to.be, 
ought to fall equally upon all ranks of the commuifil^v tW 
great as well as the fmall. ^Fhe prtfent bill is chiefly c'iaJV 
culatcd to reitrain the lower orders; and if will become thi$. 
houfe to lecollcdt the relative fituation m which they ftand to 
that clafs of focicty. We may be well faid to fatten by the 
fweat of their brows. To them we are indebted, not im-^ 
mediately indeed for the litnauon we hold here, but Tor'll 
thofe appendages which render that fituation deJirable'i 
riches, honours, and pow»er. They can do without lis j 
we cannot do without them. I have heard with pain^ 
and with furprize, a compaiifon between the French and^th^r 
Englifli frequently introduced in the courfe of thefe debates; 
a com pari foil that defies, all fober reafoning. Wherever ati 
apology has been wanted for the bills, it has been faid, “look 
to the example of France/’ The cafe of the French and of 
the Englilh is materially difterent. I do not fay that there is 
any difference in the nature of the nnimal man in either coun¬ 
try ; but I look, where common fenfe teaches me to look, to 
the efFedts of principles and education, operating upon theui 
ill their rcrpcdlive fituation?. 'I he French have for centuries 
been doomed to bend beneath the yoke of oppreffion; they 
have been acouitoined to wiincCs the, profligacy and extrava¬ 
gancy of the court, and to confider depravity of morals as a 
necellary qualification for honours and preferment. Engiifli- 
men, on the contrary, have at different periods llruggled 
boldly and gallantly for liberty; and if occafionally they have 
been forced to fubmit, they have again burft their chains, and 
loaded them upon their oppreflbrs. bucb has been, fuch, I triift, 
ever will be the independence of the Englifh fpiiit, and the 
energy of the Englifh charadler. From this operation, fueb, I 
may venture to foretell, mull be the fate of all attempts to deprive 
them of tlie bleffings uf their free conftitution. What has the 

3 O 2 example 
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eximipte of.FiTance held but a foJemn warniag ^thc fatal 
confecjifeiKTS that a revolution, ftimulatcd and brought on by 
tyra&iiy: and apiTci tflioii, was certain to produce. The French, 
l^jer their revolinion, have committed every fpccics of horror 
ailstf cxccf’s j docs this prove ? only that in proportion as 
the^ople are the.more enflaved and opprefled, the lefs will 
they be qualified to enjoy, and the more ftsongly will they be 
tempted to abiife^ the advantages of newly recovered freedom* 
What on the other hand has been the treatment of the people 
of this country f They have fuhmiticd to a difafftrous and 
calamitous war with patience and refignation: difaftrous and 
^aiillkous it’muft'be admitted to be by every man, from the 
l^lie of blobd and treaiure with which it has been attended. 
How Were they induced to fubmit in patience, and bear its 
evils without repining? They were told that it was a war 
e&rried on for the feke of liberty, for the prefervation of their 
free confiitution. That one thing moft dear to them, for which 
they had made fo mitny lacrifices, and which leconciled them' 
wall their fufferrngs, vou arc now about to airalfinate. 7'hc 
^efent menfure I moft decidedly regard as a violation of the 
rights of thccohftiTution, eftabliihed at the revolution. 

There is one other topic, my lords, on -whkrh 1 wHfli to fay 
a few w'onls. ^rhe topic to which I am defirous to advert is 
fhe right to rcfiftancCi ivtth refpeeft to which fo much has 
btely been faid, and fo many grofs caiumnies have been cir- 
There is no man w^ho now ftands up to defend the 
dot^rine of paflive obedience and non-refiftance. It is uni* 
Verfclly admitted that there is a certain degree of oppreflion 
Which nten may juftifiably refift, and W'hen oppreffion arrives 
at a certain point to fubmit is no longer a queftion of moral 
duty. If it had fallen to my Ihare to have debated this hill 
the commencement, and as it w'as originally brought for¬ 
ward, I Ibould not have hefitated to have declared, as was 
avpWed by fome refpeflable friends of mrnC, that if the bill 
jBiduW be carried into a law, and executed to its extent, rc- 
fiftence would then only* be declined from motives ot pru¬ 
dence, ai.d not of duty. I would have done fo, bccaufe I 
think it the duty of every public man, on occafions like the 
pre/'ent, tofpeak out, to lay his breaft open to the public, to 
expole his fentiments clear as day, to ftate to the people the 
extent of the danger, and to declare the genuine di£tatcs of 
. Jtes own feelings. I oppofe this hill from principle; I oppofe 
%% from the precedent which it affords for future a£ts of inno- 
I vat ion; from the example which it eftablifhes, that pariia- 
inem have a right to vidlatc thofc law5 which were fetthrd at 

the 
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the revdutiaiV and on ivhich the parliament then declared that 
they did demand and infift. ‘ In fupport of thole principles iftjr 
anceftors fhed their blood 5 rather than defert or betray thenii^ 
I -tt/ill fooner fubmit to perifn... it is with pleafure I perceive^ 
from recent inftimccf, that the energy which lias on tnahy 
and.great occafions marked the cond jcl of the Englifll na^ 
tion, is not yet fubdued, and that there is a fpirit rifing in the 
people, which mull fuiiilly defeat the mad and futile attempts" 
of thofc who feck to curtail or abrogate the privileges of 
ficc cnnftitution, . ^ 

The Duke of Leeds profefTed to look always to rricafures, and 
not to men, and to be ready tci leccive fruth wherever it cbulfl 
be met with. The latter was equally welcome, vvhetHct^ fe' 
found it in Sir Robert Flimer,or in the writings of i\ 4 r. LoCkb ^ 
fo, he faid, he ihould approve cqu llyuf a meafure that ap^ 
oeared to him wife and faiutary, whvlher it came from the attic 
khades of lie aeon sfi eld, or the i .A rural obfcurity of Beaufbnf 
Buildings. He had heard mirdtiers complain of the painii 
taicen to milieprcfcnt the bijl^;. there had certainly been muct| 
miircpreff nration, and he was certain that the induftry ufed tO 
rail!' oppohtion to toe bills had deterred many, who difapproved 
them, fiom telLfying their difilkt', from a fear of infldmihg 
the public.mind to a dangerous degree. He did not, his Grace 
faid, expeit that any attempt would ever have been made tb 
weaken the light o( petitioning; yet he was furprifed to find 
that this riglit was allowed as to pending mcafurcs, which 
would afford lb eafy an oppoit-tmity of eluding the law; in 
fadl, he i’aw nut that 500,000 perfons might not aflcmble, 
while a law W’as in piogrds, and till it reciived the Royal 
alientk 'J’hc ta(k laid on magiilrates was, he thought, morie 
than they were equal to. Tlie generality and obfeurity of the 
bill, he alfo thought, would iiitioduce caiifulion and danger In 
the ai plication of it. He had thcrefcrc been furprifed and 
furry to I'ee the committee obfiinatc iji lefufing all amendments. 
In its prefent ilatc the bill ought not, he conceived, to paft, 
and fo thinking he would oppofe it. He was convinced that 
ir would not remove the evils it w-as meajit to redreft. It 
would induce people to divide into fmall bodies, and dude the 
law by meeting below the number of 50 ; and induce IcSurcs 
to be given gratis. Inftead of open attack^, it would encourage 
fccret undermining, and in the event prove detrimental to 
every branch of the conflituiion. He would therefore vote 
againft the bill. 

Z^/y/ llawkejlniry contended, that the bill was in Ariel con^ 
forniity to the principles of the coaftitution, \vhich at all times 

had 
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bad (hewed itfclf adequate and ready to meet the dangers that 
llirfeatencd it. The real principle of the bill was, that it made 
a facnflce of a part for the fafety of the whole. At different 
of our hiftory, meafures had been adopted, as the 
*ffi[ibfgcncy rendered them expedient and neceffary. I^ng be¬ 
fore the revolution, in the reign of l^ichard IL fimilar prin¬ 
ciples with thofe of the focietics fo mucji alluded to, were 
afloat j fedition had been preached to the people from this 
text;-*' 

When Adam delv’d, and Eve fpan, 

** Where was then the gentleman ?” 

And, it is curious, that hillory tells us, that the dodlrinc of 
jfltat day alfo was imported into this country from France, 
r In later times, his lordftiip obferved, various fpecies of 
treafon had been fet on foot, which had always met with a 
competent counter-adlion, fuggefted and applied by the vigi¬ 
lance and interference of the legiflature. With regard to the 
fedls on which the prefent bill was founded, he referred for 
proof of their exiftence to an alarming extent, to the report of 
their lordfhips fecret committee laft year, to the public no¬ 
toriety of the conduf); and objeds of the focieties in queftlon, 
and alfo to legal convidions in one or two inflanccs. It was 
profefled, that there was no intention of interfering with public 
meetings for any objeeb that was openly avowed, and had been 
faitherto; and to Invciligate meafures pending in parliament, 
no reftridion was made of any fort whatfoever. When the 
regulations of the bill were examined, they would be found to 
ahiount to the flightcft rcftriction pofTible, by which fuch objeSs 
ns it profefl'ed were likely to be obtained. What public 
meeting, of any relpe£bbility, could be formed, which did not 
contain feven inhabitant houfekeepers to fign a notice as the 
bill rendered requifiie ? If there weie fuch, it mull be coin- 
pofed of the very loweft orders of the people 5 and no meetings 
could be ufcful which did not contain a due proportion of men 
of property and underilanding. It had been objected that this 
was an infringement on the bill of rights; an objedtion the 
truth of which he utterly denied ; at the very moment that the 
bill of rights palled, there was a law of Car. II. which regulated 
the mode c;f petitioning : and Air. Somers and Serjeant May¬ 
nard, who drew that bill, and who were men of known ability, 
and well knew what they were about, would not have tailed 
noticing the former a£t, if they had thought it clalhed with 
their draught of a declaration of rights. If fuch a law had 
cxifted in the year 1780, it would, his lordlhip faid, he bad 
no doubt, have prevented much cf the mifehiefs then com¬ 
mitted, 
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ijiitted, and precluded the ncceflity of having recourfe ,tx) a 
military force, in the firft inftance, and a rigorous cxercife 
arid enforcement of the penal ftatutes afterwards. The bill 
was not to be rcafoned upon as to what was its original form, 
and extent, of which their lordfliips could have no proper par-# 
liamentary information whatfoever, but as it at prrfent ftood. 
Confidcring it in that point of view, it appeared to him to he, 
by no means, obje<!iionable, on account of the fanciful im** 
perfedlions imputed to it, and therefore he Ihould give it his 
fupport. 

The Marquis of Lanfdown faid he had thought it. his duty 
to attend to every llage of the bill, to give it his decided ai^ 
moft marked oppofition. With this view he had come down 
to that Houfe, confiftent with what he owed his country^ for 
however he might have occafion to think his oppofition fruit-, 
lefs, when he confidcrcd the majority of the miniiler, ftill he 
{hould not be deterred from attending it to the laft gafp. The 
noble fecretary of (late had dated that the two bills were part 
of a fyftem. The firft bill related to the protection of his 
Majelty’s perfon; the other was fupported by arguments de¬ 
duced from the fituation of affairs at home and abroad. Their 
lordfhips had heard ftroiig, and in his mind, invincible argu¬ 
ments againft the conftitutionalty of the fyftem ; and for his 
part, he would not hefitatc to aflert, if the doctrines w'hiciL 
run through the whole were carried into execution to the full 
extent, it was high time for every man of property to transfer 
it to a land of freedom, fince freedom would be no more to be 
found or felt in this country. 

He would not abufe the patience of the Floufe, to advert to 
thofe ftale topics which had been fo often debated. There was 
one obfervation which prefled particularly on his mind, and 
would no doubt have great and ferious weight on the minds of 
their lordfhips. The bill not only ft ruck at the foundation of 
civil liberty, but it involved in its operation, if it unfortunal;ciy 
pafTed into a law, the right of trial by jury. He fpoke with 
diffidence on this fubject, for he had confulted no profeffional 
man. According to the pra£lice of the law in cafes of niifde- 
mcanour, the crown had the power of challenging the jury,, 
while that power w^as denied to the prifoner. This was a 
piivliege that partook of fo much injuftice ahd abulc, that it 
was too grofs and inhuman to require further obfervation* 
Hut he trufted that a right granted to a (don would not be 
denied to pcrfop.s tried for a mifdcrt^eanojr under the operar 
tion of this bill. In cafes of a poiiticui nature it was obvious 
to their lordihips that every indulgence fhoulcl be granted to 
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theprifettcr. If mini fters were wrong in thit 4hii?y 

ihould acknowlciigc their error; but if fuch had 

the biJ!, they fliouhl expunge the poifon. 

J VAn observation had efcaped him on the former hrgfif* whioh 
wifted to imprefs particularly on the-Houfe. I'hebill Wiis 
to be in force during the natural life of the king. What Could in- 
"diicc minifters to reftriS it to the life of th\? Sovereign ? What 
could be their meaning to place his Majefty in fturhanaufcward 
predicament ? Or what principle of policy could make them 
guilty of fuch aninfult? During the reign of Anne, a fimilar 
*fciH, for the protection of her Majcfty, had been palled, con¬ 
formable to the opinion of Judge Forfter, during the life of 
the pretender; but he was at a lofs to know what affinity 
there wras between the prefent cafe, and that of a pretender to 
4 hecrown? It was an acf of injuilice cowards the king ; for 
*a king fhouIJ be beloved, and king of all his fubjeSs, ^nd not 
rendered an objedt of jcaloufy to tbofc againil whom the bill 
•tvas levelled. 

- Before be came down to the Houfe, he had read an Addrefs 
paperealled the Times, from the non-commiffioned officers 
land privates of a regiment to the king. When he had curib- 
forily perufed it, he conceived, for the moment, that he had 

• «baen4n Huffij, and not in England. He knew the colonel, 
*a*inan for whom he had the greateft efteem, and he did not 
-conceive that fuch an Addrefs had received his approbation. 
/JThis indccetit Ad;refs did not mention a lyllable rerpecting 
(©itber Houfo oi p.irliament, but cxprefsly ftated, that the Ad- 

.^cirericrs were r^ ady to fupport his Alajvfty. 

. With regard lo tl.e conilru^liion of the bill, it was ncceflary 

• eoexamine how far it w as ada}>ted and competent to meet the 
prfifeat occafion. When miniifers enlarged on the neceflity oi 
the meafure, they fUouJd have Itated from whence arofe the 

tlic events that induced them to bring it forward. 
Much of the dihujbance in the country arofe from a fcarcity 
-of corn, and farniiie they fliould know would excite the moit 
barbarous and the moft civilized ffates roturmlence ai.dccm- 
/motiun; and here it was cu;ious to obferve the condu<£l of 
ipiniirers, Laft year they prevented the merchants from at- 

• tempi! Mg to prefer ve a fup])!) of grain; and now they fay, In 
the hnirjbug pa|>er, dtIfvereJ at rhe conference this ^y, they 
•fhewthe abfurdity of their former policy, and call on the ex¬ 
ertions of commercial men aid in preveming in a certain 

f degree the fan:inc with which this country is ihrcatchccif 
He-heid in his hand a ieticr from a commcrciai gentleman 
Jvf 28 gredt bulinefs and fortune, and as rcfpedfabk a cftaradlcr, 

as 
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any m which he w^puld read for the iaftrafition of, 

theirlordfliips. The letter was as follows: 

l l«ve England (inccrcly.—It was, and may I'C ftilf, the hoppled fpbt lipbii 
the globe. I fee that the mininider will make the loan only of futcen millioi^s. 
Am I m^ftaken in thinking that he wants twice that fum ? Sorry 1 am to ^nd 
that you are'lending a-ngw i 400,000!. derling to the Emperor fpr mak’hg Kim 
^ht in his own, and only caufe. Can it cfcapc a true politician, that th^fe 
amazing exportations of metals enrich Germany, and uEluaU^ dxminijh tht 
cj EngU/hman ? Your pound iierllng is, even at the nop[;^inal eX;;liaAli[e, 

now worth twelvecent. Icis all Elurvfe than It was} and Woj^d,^ 

feventeen per cent, lefs, (chat U, lower thui it was during the America^ 
were it not for the higii price of j.rold through Europe* Is it not talking 
from every Pnglithman i-fixtccnth of his property ? Is it not increafing, 
tecny»cr cci t. every bufliel of corn and any commodity you buy from abroad 
it not charging your induftiy with the incre:-.fed pi ice of all your wants? .If it 
not partial bunkrupccy, orpayng 17s. in the pound to all foreigners who^ l^fve 
their fortunes in j our’ rtocks ? Numoerlefs arc tho confcqucntcs of war to 
dufitiou.^ nation, b'lt 1 am afraid famine is the only one fo immediately ^elt, that 
it forces to a peace. The French republic is loudly acknowledged by 
Denmark, and PrulTia } tacitly by many others. The late fuecsifes of the 
perialarmy give a ghinpfe or fuccefs, and may afford a fbort triumpkfiO the 
^r. 1 am afraid the Emperor is not well advifed eacugh to ttfe hinaoceiaaroorn 
able fituation for getting a more honourable ^^cace* The numbers wdU 
the ruperiority, and approaching danger givs firm illbility to the new fyftem<-of 
thfe French government Their finances arc very low} it is the hottfe of >• bafik« 
rupt, where they are felling the lemainder of their furniture at vetp low prieai( 
but is not an enemy the more dangerous by being poor and warlike, hardened to 
w'ant, and Oefirous of plunder, provided they have iron, powder, and bread ? and 
I apprehend that of all thefe Ch ngs they have at leafi at much as you* They 
have above you the advantage of poflefiitig every tiling in a certain manner in cbai- 
tnon, and of being able to put m requilition wherever it is wanted. 1 know that 
giving \iond& (hypctbe^ucs fpecialet} for afiignats, is but an exchange of paper} 
but in a country which oiber ohjeSl but to defend its eitftence, where the 

taxes are payable in kind, they can even do without all money, add fobftitute anyar- 
bitrary fign for comp.iring the value of things. In one Word, the total aonihilaribn 
of afiignats does not, in my opinion, decide your contefi. If minifters expeft it, 

St is but another of thefe unhappy dclufions, the confe^uence of judging new 
events by old maxims. Enough of war.” 

Such were the fentisnents of a man who was attached to 
no party, but who was a friend to this country* 

The noble marquis next cook particular notice of the foU 
lowing very interefting information; 68o,oool. has been 
“ VpL. 11 . 1795* 3 P drawn 
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drawn on feme French merchants, in a particular, quarter of 
£urc|)0) to pay vihich, filver in bars are on the road, andoi$ 
i^ivad will he converted into corn, 'I'hus the French govera- 
i^ueat muft have c^cd in the beginning of Odober^ for the 
purpoTe of providing their country with corn ; whilft wc are 
only deliberating about the manner in which it (hall be done 
in the middle of December. Jjut another 'important remark 
occurs, namely, that whilft our minifters arc reprefenting; 
France to be in fo compleat a ftate of bankruptcy^ as to be 
wifbout refource, they have fent fo large a luin in filver to one 
l^^ce only for the purchafe of corn, exclufive of what they 
.Jway have fent to America, and other parts of Europe* The 
effort <>f individuals is totally inadequate to remedy the evil ^ 
it is from the powers and exertions of government alone, in 
procuring a laj'gc fupply of foreign corn, from whence the 
pQor can form the flighteft expectation of relief. Laft ycatj 
vyhen private merchants were competent to the occasion, go** 
vemmenttook it into their own hands; this year, when they 
urc not, government decline it. 

After enlarging on this important fad, he faid, that it was 
in vain to attempt to ftop the fpirit of enquiry that prevailed 
in the country; every meafiire of minifters, he predidesd^ 
would defeat clK'ir ends* 'I'hc people ftiii pofteifed the fed^ 
i^s of Engliihmcn^ and would not tamely be deluded into a 
bale fiirrender of their tights. When Louis XV. attempted,, 
coercive means, to ftem the torrent of religious opinions 
m France^ his retiftance opL*ratcd to diifemiuate thofe prin* 
ciples whi^h he wiftied to deftroy. With an immenfe army 
(looted to him, in vaio he attempted to fubdue the pro* 
^feants; mi they aftembied inTuch numbers in public^ that 
troops were dilbiayed; and their principles received cele* 
b/ity, and gained profeiytcs to the caufe, from the fieadinefs 
aiidperFeverance of thofe whom he profcribcd. He was per* 
fuaded that the apprehcnlions of fanimc in a great degree gave 
i^k to the prefent impolitic meafurts; and after ftudying the 
ip^tier wUh due attention, be mull confcieiuiouily gave bis 
drifted negative to the bill. 

^ Zoid Grenville laid, that much of what had fallen from the 
jibble marquis, and the noble duke, who began the debate, 
applied more to another bill then not before their lordfhips, 
ahaii €(i that uiuier confide rat ion, and therefore it was. juntie* 
cellary to follow them; he would only jemark, that the noble 
marquis bad talked ot liic unconftiiutionaliiy of ilie prefent 
noi^Ure,. but had given no rcafon why that term feould be 
qpplttd £0 iu He Jcchred be did not fee the force of tlic ^b- 

fer various 
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fovawons made upon the ftriking of juries 5 thcyjiad fo IftiUp 
conn^ion however with the prefent queftion, that added to 
his never having heard tlK'in before introduced into the dift 
cuffion, it was not to be expected that he fliould dwell mcMie 
upon them than many other of the noble lord's obfervationa. 
There was he fiid, nothing new in the principle, 6r th^ 
claufes, of this bill; nor any rollraint that was not warranted 
by laws already in exiflence, though it contained fome regli^ 
'Nations chat were nectfl’iry to meet the exigency of the 
ffent times. With regnid to the correfpondence of tlseiidUt 
.marquis, he knew nothing of the anonymous letters they kiit 
heard read, but they coniaincd not one argument or poStil|A 
'that might not be fairly combated; in all of them hedifi^i^'^ 
eniircly from the writer, particularly in his comparative 
•menc of^thc Prench and Lngliih hnances 3 and when be ftiXitik 
what was to be dreaded fro.n a poor and warlike enemy, be. 
would aflk:, if a rich and warlike enemy was not much mott 
to be dreaded f It was faid, t'lat while they had the commanli' 
of iron, powder^ and bread, their rcfources were 
ibr carrying on war 3 the noble marquis had not however told 
the hoLife how they were to obtain thofe/uppUes. All was hi- 
common in that country, and under the power of requifitioilf 
trie cafe, he thanked God, wasdifteient in this country} ii| 
all the ftatements that his Maiofty’s mintilers had made of 
different rcfources of Great Britain and Fiance, they had, hi 
was confident, under-rated rather than over-rated the 
periority of this country. » 

Noble lords had aicr;bed the dearnefs qf proviffons to thf 
war^ and ffated that to be the foie caufe of if, a ftatement 
founded altogether in error. Ue differed widely,likewife froti^ 
the noble marquis on the invidious comparifon he bad draw^ 
between the at^ivity of the two governments jn procuring’ 
proviiions in times ot fcarcity. France, having no foreign* 
commerce, could not have an importation qf grain, but 
through tne interference of government 3 the cafe was widetjr 
vdiiFerent with us, ajid he deffed any man to fay, that the di^ 
.treifes of the war, were ib little felt in any country in Europijib’ 
as 111 England. His own opinion was, that inftead of thp 
war being the caufe of the diftreiles of the people, the con-^ 
tinuation of the war had tended to diminiffi the fcarcity 
tributedto it; and he wasperfuaded that the ccuintry did pot 
with for a ceflation of hoffilitics until a peace could be ob^ 
tained on fuiuble and honourable terms. 

Upon another point argued by the noble lords he entoK- 
Jtaii^d an opinion entirely oppofite to that they had maintain^ 

j P 2 ed 



fepj^'tl^icbrtlehdcd, that the pfeffure of th6 ftlt by €hc 

raifed the fcdition and difcontent in the t^u^try 
Bills were intended to prevent; to that fnafitibn 
iuft dppofea dircft denial, bccaufc it was notorious that 
libus praftices had been carried to a height before the 

f r cotnmicnced. The reprefentations apd deputations fent 
Franee at an early period, and the evidence that had ap¬ 
peared in courts of juftice, eftablifhed what he had faid on 
fiibjecl; and the avowal of the focieties ftill to perfift in 
Sife* former principles, muft be fufficient proof that there 
' feift exifted the fame degree of fedition, unlefs noble lords 
^it deternhined to (hut their eyes and ears againft all foits 
Ibir evidence. He contended that there were no fevere or im- 
pi^i)ferreftraints in the Bill inconfiftent with the rights of 
nor any new felony created, unlefs when wilful 
ImcTforcible obftrudtion was given to magiftrates in the exer- 
clffe of their legal fundlions. In firuations fuch as magt- 
Sifates mighr be placed under this and other Bills now cxift- 
ibgj it v^as abfohitcly neceflary that much (hould be left to 
their diferetion; at the fame time it ought to be remembered, 
*that ‘magiftrates were rcfponfible for what they did, and H- 
lible to punifhment when they adled wrong: and likewife that 
'^wer was not to be granted in this cafe to perfons adling 
^TOder the influence of minifters, but to the great body of the 
ififtagiftracy collcclivdy confidered. He declared he did not 
diiuiik It fo unfair as fome noble lords had ftated, to argue 
IBiat, from the prevalence of French principles in this country, 
'ttc fame fatal confequefiefes were to dreaded, if they were 
^ heyt checked, that had taken place in France ; and concluded 
enlarging on the dteadful eftebls that followed the Frendi 
revolution, and the grdit endeavours to introduce French 
"principles into this country, and all thofe connected direftly 
Wth recent events, which bad made it neccffiry for the 
legiflaturc to adopt ftrohg and cflSicacious mcafures, a necef* 
^ fliy they had found it their duty to conform to, at the fame 
' tifrtc proceeding with the greateff cautiun in not encroaching 
opoft the liberties of the people. He therefore would vote 
for the pafling of the Bill. 

Bari of Lauderdale faid, he had fo often taken a {hare 
in the debates upon thofe Bills, and feeling himfelf indif- 
pofed, he would detain the Houfe but for a very {hoi*t'timc. 
was not furprifed that there had been a paufe after thq 
^S%fcry able and argumentative fpecch of his noble ftien^t • * Me 
huMVever, glad that it had produced feme Ibrt bf wply 

*' ippm 
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from the odWe Secretary of State. The noble Secretaty h|»d 
he obierved, as ufual^ endeavoured to fend them away 
old arguments, which. they had ofttn heard before 5 but 
of them being put rather in a novel way, he could not lec.tb^ 
pafe unnoticed. The noble lords in office juftified thofe 
by what they called the grounds, caufe, and neceifity fpf 
them ; and referring to reports long dnee upon the tablc> and 
the proceedings of the different meetings of focietics, they ci^ 
deav(Hired to trace a connexion between them and the 
daring attack upon his Majefty's perfom If this. wE$ 
lb, and if thofe were ihe grounds for this meafure, why 
they lain dormant fo long, or how could they excufe 
felves for the neglefl they had been guilty of i One of 
Bills they brought forward as fuited to the immediate 
of the moment, but now they give you another reafony whic|l 
has exifted for a conlidcrable time hack, and thus the vecy 
defence they make involves in it their own accufatton; 
though none of them brought forward ^ny thing that 
theinfelves called legal proof, yet they contended that the cbi^ 
nedtion between the focicics and the outrage againft his Mk** 
jeffy was from the notoriety of the events proved to thefe 
fatisfadtion. In this way, his lordfliip faid, any thipg 
be proved that noble lords wifh to aflert: for inftance, 
might undertake to prove that the iirft minifter of finaock ln 
this country was a notorious ftock-jobbef; hfft he make^a 
loan, which ought to have been the bed; he could make ^ 
the country, and four days after he brings down a meifage 
from the throne, the eSedt of which was neither more npr 
lefs than a robbery from the public of one million fterling, to 
put into the pockets of the proprietors of the loan, and this 
fort of coincidence, he thought, went fully as far as to pirbve 
his aflfertion, as any thing the noble lords had adduced,,, 
prove the connexion tliey afl'erted between the focietiea;^d 
the attack upon the king. It feemed, his lordihip faid, ra** 
ther new and firange, that the members of the cabinet liquid 
declare in that Houfe their total ignorance of fu.ch important 
Bills, in the date in which they were when they offered them 
to the country, and the more fo, when this Bill, wbatev^ 
might be faid of its being brought in on the prepare of the 
moment, bad been feen in the hands of a fpeciai pleader three 
months before it was heard of in that Houie} though he ac- 
knowledged, that after it pafled, it was fo vaguely and lo^0ly 
Worded, that nobody would fuppofe that any man of com¬ 
mon fenfe, far lefs any man converfant in the lau', bad ever 
feen it at all. 
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out different abrurdities apd ambiguities in the 
i wMich it could not be fupjppfed would be eaiily ondcr-^ 

common men, when there exifted fucb a djffereiK^ 
between the greateft law authorities, and that upon 
plants which might afterwards come before their lordiliips iu 
poUtkal capacities. It had been fat'd that the Bill only 
tpplied to a certain defeription of meetings; but in his opinion, 
a9,forts of meetings tniglu {till aflemble under tl)e provifions 
nCfhe BiHf and while it had not the cffci 3 held out as th! in- 
temipn of it, il; (hewed to the Houfe and to the people, au 
iupiioation to (hackle and reftrain their liberties. i'hcy 
avgbt, k was true, ffUl meet to difculs any impending law 
the iktin^ of p^irliamcnt, and if parliament was not 
they might meet upon the propriety of addreiSng 
thfe £lii|g to caTl parliament together, and upon tlroi'e occa* 
6f)m they could freely difeui^ any political ejurffion. lie had 
lN»^rd the .noble lord at tiK? head of the board of trade fay, that 
nobody could wifh the loweil ordcis of the pcopk io meet 
ijpofi public €|Ueilions, bccaure men of feni'e could nut be ex r 
p^cd to be found amongli: them. He was lorry that the 
CXpceiBon had efcapediSe noble lord. Did he mean that feufc 
always attached to property^ He never had himielf had 
tcafpo to think that good fenfe and property were ini.f arable, 
aod this difiiiv^ion now for the firu lime attempted to be fet 
up between the ord^^rs of mankind, was one ol ilic gieaUti 
oqe^ion to thofe Bids ; and fuch doctrines in that 4:loufe^ 
lopked more like an Imitation oi French proceedings, than 
worthy of a £riii(h .Houfe of Parliament. Ail writers iincf 
Abe revolution had agreed that the higher and lower orders ii 
men m this country participate.in an cquahty of rights arid 
liberties, and he conceived any coiitrary ailealon to be moft; 
aiKKTonffitutional language. 

He alluded to the kiter and information communicated by 
bii pable friend (the Masquis of Lunfd.iwn} ai^d kid, he 
thought the contents were entiilcd to their lord/hjps moil 
ierious attention. 7 'he noble fecrctary (late, ic was cvi^^eil^^ 
felt fore when his noble friend extolled the a<^ivity of the 
French government in fecuring a proper fupply of gridn, when 
Caere was an appearance of fcarcity j that hefUould iofeel was 
not furpri^ing, when it was obfcivcd that France had tak^ 
this ftep in Oclobcr, while wc were, at this time, from the 
negjccl of rdiniffers, only confidering of the fteps that we were 
to i^e, and amufing the people wicu vague fehemea and refo* 
Mpms. However diBiculc it might be for minifters tamakc 
^1^091] peace, he mult remind tfat^ni that it was owing to 
^ ' utuation 
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fituation ihtd which thdf mifcondudl had fitnfc t^e cmmtiJiri 
he perfefliy agfecd with the writer o? that letter^ that England 
wdi once a free, happy, and profpemus country-i though, fic- 
was forty to add, Hhc was not fo at picfent. It had been faid 
on fome of the moft obnoxious claufes of this bill, thlatthe^ 
were not to be executed by minifters, or perftms under their 
immediate influence’ If this was the cafe, why was no pro* 
viiioii made in the bill for preventing the Wcftmtnfter jixftiow; 
from afling, who were appointed by minifters under thdj 
police bill, and had a falary from the crown ? and more pilrti-' 
cularly, ought not that exception to have been made, tH' 
Weftnainfter was the moft likely place to exhibit fcencs td; 
which the bills were intended to apply? The war, and 
condudl of it, he contended, had been the catile of the diftneflSi^ 
of the poor and the fcarciry; and notwirhftnndfng all they bad'' 
faid about proofs, from the reports and votes of the houfe, bp 
miift confider minifters as the authors of the war. He agieetf 
with a noble duke (the Duke of Leeds) who had the othet 
night condemned minifters for withdrawing our minifler from 
France at the time they did. He knew not how the nobid 
lord could prove that a continuance of the war could tend tdr 
dtmiuilb the fcarcity, except he was to ftato the fmalT fup^fd 
that accrued from captures as a fet off againft the cnotmotii 
waftc chat had been profufHy lavifbed on the cxpedctknt 
againft France. The noble lord had concluded his fpdetfil 
by boafting of the caution which minifters had obferved M 
framing the h.lls, a claim to praife to which he had hot 'thd 
fmalkft right to pretend. The bills had, he faid, been coni- 
ptecely altered in their diflerent fta^ j and any merit they 
had HI not being fb obnoxious as minifters wrihed them to be, 
arofe from the oppo^tion they bad met with. At beftr they 
were moft dangerous ineafures, and feemed only to be part of 
a fvftem of gradual encroachment upon the conftitution, which, 
if perfifted in^ would terminate in its* deftruflferf. It was with " 
the greateft finceriiy and farisfailian, therefore, that he gsh'i 
it his hearty negative. 

Lord MuJgrave rofe to take notice of fijrne obfervationi 
which had falkn from the noble earl who bad juft fatdown ^ 
it was not, he faid, his intention to pay any regard to the 
private papers and currefposndencc that had been read during 
Ihc debate by other noble lords, bccaufe he couW not bat look 
upon them as irrelevant to the fubjeS matter‘before their 
lordfbipSj or an anticipation of a debate that might here- ' 
after take |'K«ce. He would frrit notice the ol^Htons, that 
Lad been urged againft the magiftraas of Weftminfter, who 

were 
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fi«re(iippoftid CO be difquaUfied from affixing jit. or. contlipuljilg 
^VB^P^c»edings of public meetings, becaufe receiycd a 
^t^rrfrom govenimenU That objedion he could not but 
^oonceive to arife rather from an ungenerous and illiberal 
Ijjpinion of the principles and integrity of thofe in whom that 
power and confidence was vefted; there might be, in the 
ignagiftracy for Welhninfter, Tome men liable to imputation, 
but moft of them were not of that dcfcription ^ and it was to 
bp iemembered, that no juftices but thoic who were paid for 
it, would enforce the police of Weftminfter j the objeflion, 
however, if in any degree applicable to that city, did not ex¬ 
tend to the magiilrates of the other parts of the kingdom, who 
were well knownto be gentlemen of independent principles and 
independent property ? For his own part, fooner even than any 
^freight ihould be annexed to this objection, he would have the 
piagiftrates of Weftminfter, if they were corr»ipt, removed 
from their office, and others eftablimed, to whom that objec-< 
tioii could not apply* 

iiis lordffiip contended, that the neceffity of the meafures 
{>ropo(ed was undeniable, as it could not be feriouity argued^ 
that feditious principles, had not been moft induftnbufly dif- 
^inat^d of late; and, if fome preventive were not provided, 
^ir alarming influence would produce fome fatal mifcfiief to 
4 ie fafety of me ftate. He took notice of ah expreffion made 
j^ibof by a noble marquis ^e Marquis of Lanfdown) who 
that if thefe bills paffied, ffie queftion would be to what 
country it would be fafeft to retire, in order to enjqy on^'s 
poperty, a$ liberty would depart from England; and without 
“beity property contained nothing to be enjoyed* ’This ije- 
mark hisJordihip combated with ftrong argument and great 
(qcoefs $ he pronounced a handfome panegyric on the EndiCh 
eonfticution and government) declaring that he did not hefitate 
to aflert, that if property could not be enjoyed in England, 

was in vain to look for it in any other country i they miift 
"go not only out of the country^ but out of the world itlelf, 
and take refuge in heaven; if Ifoerty and, the enjoyment of 
property were not to be found in England, they qould not, he 
was convinced, be found in any corner of the terreftrial globe. 
His lordihip concluded with faying, ihnt he fiiould vote for'the 
bilk as a preyentive meafure indifpenfibly neceflary. 

.fLorJ ThurJm faid, that when the houfe confidered the mag* 
nitude and importance of the bill they were about to pafs, and 
yvhen they rcfledled on the natqrc and tendency of it, it became 
them to be well grounded in the opinion that there did exift 
a dan^ or a neceffity dot jufiffied fo itrong a remedy. 

Having 
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Having ftattd^fiis opinions on fhe rights and libertf 
fayeft,as &t forth in the Bill of Rights, andeftablilhcdhy '^ 
rtfvofution bn a former night, he had only to re^at ihem th^; 
No man who had read the Bill of Rights could difpute 
doubted right of the people to petition the King> w eitite 
houfe of parliament, upon any real or fuppofed grievaiitJe^ 
and it was a liberty which he trufted would remain entire artf 
unfhaken by any reftraint whatever. On the other haSnd, ^ 
any excefles, under the fanflion of liberty, were attempt^ 
the government might meet fuch excefles by ftrbng and 
able" laws, but they ought to take efpecial care not to b 
Angle ftep farther than was abfolutely ncceflary, 

With regard to the bill, it was to be confidered ^ethbjr 
it reftrained any rights or liberties of the fiibjcfl ? to what exj* 
tent thole rights and liberties were reftrained ? and why tfliSt 
reftraint was iieceflary? why every Engliffiman filouTd be 
deprived of his right to difeufs public queftions relative tb 
church and Hate ? As to the firft fort of nieetings, thofe €4|lbd 
by private individuals, without any authority, their right 
lufficiently explained by the bill of rights; he difapproved 
much of the .ambiguity of the claufes of this bill, wWph,'^ 
taken by any conftru£Uon that he could put upon ihb-wbm, 
Went dire£Hy to reftraiii that acknowledged right which * 
feemed in other parts to recognize; this claufeibriJid sfi 
difeuflion of fubjefts ^tending to create hatred or contempt 
not merely again!); the King’s perfon, but his governmej^ 
How was it poflible that a meeting could be held to complain 
of grievances in the government, or on matters rdati^ tp 
Church and ftate, wlthdut falling within the penal proviflons 
of this a£l? all compikints and idea of grievances* miift prow 
^duce a certain degree of odium or contempt, and often both, 
which he confiJcred, if taken in its full extent, to be the 
as if the bill went at once to prohibit all fuch meetings; bi^- 
caufc, from their nature, though the right to meet and difcii& 
grievances, or fuppofed grievances, was acknowledged, it Wik 
iinpoflible for them to do any bufihefs without coining within 
the fcope of the bill, * ' 

With relpcdt to the other meetings, called byjufticcs of ^ 
peace, &c. it had been faid, that when the mngiftrate a£i^ 
wrong, he was liable to be puniflied ; that had not, however, 
been explained to his flitisf4£l;ion; he could eafliy fbrefee many 
inftances rn which the magiftrate might be led into error, or 
wrongfully; but havii^ done fo, he knew of no ceNatn 
Way of pMnt&ing him, nor coUld a perfoh eome into coart ik 
a pre^ecutof, as he had 'ftkted a Tofmtr nrgfat; biiiC trith^a 
* VoL. II. 1795^ 3 halter 
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hatter about his neck, and at the lifciue of being hanged. He 
.fevereljf feprobarecl the claule which makes it ftlony, if the 
meetiilg do not difperfe upon proclamation made; and death, 
if twdve of them remain together for one hnur after they are 
brdered to difperfe : there was no provifion in the c!aufe which 
fays that, befrre they aie liable to this punifhment, it muft be 
proved that they remained in a diforderly .manner; they were 
liable, even if tiuy did or faid nothiin-;, hut merely kept to¬ 
gether in the fame place: this was extrcFiiely different from 
*tne. riot a£t j it was under that ftatnte e>*pr< f>ly enafled, that 
they (hould remain in a riotous, tumuhuous manner, after 
the aft had been read, beft^rc they incurred t!ie peiuMes of it ; 
if they were harmicfs and quiet, nothing conivl be done to them 
merely for continuing toj^ctlu-r. His 1 >rJfhlp went over the 
^remainder of the claufcf, commeniiirg upon the w.mt of clear- 
liefs, vague wording, and ambiguity of feveral of them ; which, 
he faid, had prompted him to give it the opp :fition he hatl 
done; and, after all the attention that he h:;d paid to the very 
ample and able manner in which the biil had been debated, 
as well as every information he could receive, he had heard ot 
no fafts or circumftance<^, nor vv.is there any thing contained 
in the reports ^-n ihc ubie, that, in his mind, Warranted the 
houfe in paffmg a law which involved the w^hole mafs of 
the people in a icllraint upon iheir undoubted rights and 
liberty; and ihcrclorc, he faid, he muff give it his decided 
negative. 

LerJ ChanctlLr left the woolfack to reply, and having 
Hated that, for the laft five years, civil liberty, religion, and 
all the focial relations, were deflroyed in France, the fame 
principles, he coiitcndLd were at this time operating by the 
fame means in England; the bill was therefore ncccffary to 
prevent the calamities which had occurred in France befalling 
this country. The people might ftill mett and difeufs griev¬ 
ances, and petition againft them, fo long as they did it in a 
peaceable and orderly manner, and did not attack the whole 
iyfiem of the conftitution and government. They might 
ffor jnftance, propofe to remove abufes in any branch of the 
le^illature; they might petition lor a reform in parliament. 
WithoutTubjefting themfelvc- to the operation of the hill; bijt 
if, as bad been the cafe, they fiiid we liad no conftitution, and 
that nur government was a coiifpiracy againil the people, then 
the bill would, as unqucftiortably it ought to do, put a ftop 
jL to fuch proceedings. If a inagiilraic abufes his trull, he is 
r liable to punifiimcnt, lioivvilhilaiuiing riiis Mil, His lordlhip 
f defended the bill upon every principle of policy, fafety, and 

necefiity^ 
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necelTity, and oblervcd that the objeftions made agaiiift it that 
ni'^hi, particularly by the nchlf* and learned lord, were merely, 
verbal, and would have been much better timed in the com- 
rni;tee upon the bill. 

Lori Thitrlow faid, that in the committee he had fugj^efted 
the objciThiOiis : but^hc rcccj liot] they had met with did not;^ 
cncournge aim to h: pr t.-at ai*y good could be derived from, 
the obieitioiis of a perfea 0) uaau:hemic and fo unprivileged 
in tr.at Houle a-i himfeli. The little countenance to objec¬ 
tions which had J’cea given by the authors of the bifl, eveti 
when they were reduced to the nceeility of acknowledging, 
that the bill was drawn with very little accuracy, and that 
many of its claufes were oM'cure and in*pcrteiSf, did not cer^ 
t iiaiy encourngc hl.ii to make rJi the cirlervaiions which he 
ihould have don:. If a dehre to coruct the inaccuracies of 
the bill had been raanifeilcJ on the pint of its authors, he 
ihoLild have pointed out another mofi: remarkable, and, in 
his mind, moll Mamea !e inaccuracy,—A popular informer 
was permitted to brin|i his ailion of debt for any of the penal¬ 
ties, but he was not dircelcd to fei forth, in his declaration, 
the fppcihc ofFence for which he brought his adlion: there 
were itvcntccn offences enumerated in the bill, and thus, by. 
not oblig ng me profecutor to Ipecify the particular one, 4 * 
dcfcadanr might be brought to liis trial without knowing the 
particular fact he was to be ciiarged with. But, as he laid, 
when he faw fo little dilpndtion to give cicarnefs and iiiLelLgi- 
bility to the bdl, he thought it vala, idly to detain their lord- 
fliips wuh obfervations which were to produce no benefit to 
the public. 

The Lord Chancellor that it furely mull be the defire of 
the Houle that the bill fliould be c!ea»' and the defiriitioas fpeci- 
fic. He lamented that the noble and learned lord fhould think 
that there was any want of a diTpufiti ^n to entertain obferva- 
ilons which came from fo grave an authority as himfelf: but 
the noble and learned lord muff be fcnlible thac, in regard to 
the definition of that night and what might not be offences 
under the a£l, it would be obviuufiy and unwife to 

define them with fuch ftritffiiefs as Iftould inltrudl certain cha- 
radlers to what precile length they might go in their attacks 
on thw conftitution. In regard to the ohlervation made by 
the noole and learned lord, he fhould content riimlclf with 
faying, that he certainly did not think himlelf refpcniible for 
all the claufes of all the bills that came info that Houlb 5 in 
the prclcnt inilance, he did not think the objedlion well 
3 0,2 founded} 
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thought the profccutor ought to fct forth in his 
ffecTaration* the precife offence for which he purfued. {A 
]|cmdj;;a1I for the <^urftion.] 

^ Earl cf Lauderdale faitf, he (hould fpeak his 
Hfhtiments whenever he felt' it to be his duty, with 
!j»hatever fytnptoms of impatience or anger any noble lord 
Ihjght view him offer himfeif to that Houfe. He affirmed 
t|iaf the amendments propofed by his noble and learn¬ 
ed friend, were not a** they had been ft vied mere verbal cor- 
jCjfiftions, they affeiWd palpably the fpirit and principle of the 
iheafure. His lordfhip fiiid he concurred in the ftrong ob- 
^rvation of his noble and learned friend, that no difpofttion 
had been (hewn to receive with favour any amendments of 
thetrude and indigefted claufes of the hill j and even when 
ipinifters were fiuceJ io own the moft d*ingerous inaccuracies, 
they did it with a very ill grace. He wifhed, however, that 
they were even yet to recommit it, for then he would be bold 
to fay, that the noble and learned lord on the woolfack, how¬ 
ever he might affeft to treat obfervations with fcorn, would 
in his ufual way be brought to corredl his former aflcr'iions, 
stnd take the benefit of the wifdom he at firft affefled to de¬ 
ride. What particularly induced him to rife, however, was 
the laft obfervatlon of the noble and learned lord on the wool- 
iack, an obieiv.ViOH which ftruck him with horror. The 
noble and lenrrtci lord had faid, that it would not be prudent nor 
politic to define clearly the fences of the bill, leaft the people 
might thereby underftand what tl»ey might and what they 
might not do. “Good God!’* exclaimed the noble Earl 
“ did I rightiv hear, did I clearly underftand the noble and 
learned lord ? Is it pofTible that a fentiment (o outrageous to 
the eternal principles of juftice could come from the mouth of 
a Britifh Chancellor from the woolfack, in a Britifh Houfe of 
Lords i What! lh.'*.t the law was purpofely to be made ob- 
feure, that provifians were to be ftudioufly left indiftindt, for 
.fear that the people might be taught how to live Iccurcly, 
and how to avoid incurring the penalties of the ftatutes ? 
Was he right in faying, that this dreadful fentiment came 
froiri a Bfitifli Chancellor, or were they not in a French af- 
and did they not come from the mouth of a Robef- 

picrrii? V* 

TThe Lord Ojoncelhr quitted the woolfack, and warmly 
replied that the noble Earl’s unprecedented and ^traordinary 
manner of debating in that Houfe would juftify his taking no 
notice of the laft oofervation, but he thought itjuft neceffary 
to fay, that he had in reply to a grave and weighty auth(M4ty, 
only obferved that there might be inftanc(;$ when prudence 
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and poUcy required that definitions of ofFences fhould not . b^ 
made with fuch minute accuracy as to inftru£t pcrfons'Hovisr to 
offend with impunity. 

The Earl of Lauderdale The noble and learned lord^s 
own explanation of his words juftifies the accufation I have 
brought againft him.” 

The Earl of Damle^ lamented that fo fevere a bill fhould be 
made for fo long a period. It was his anxious wifh to have 
It fliortcned j but thinking fome bill necelTary, he had nO 
alternative but to vote for the prefent. 

The Earl oj Abingdon read an extraft fiom Blackftonc, and 
the King’s coronation oath, to (hew, he faid, that this bill 
a violation of it. Being called to order for fpeaking twid^^ 
he defired that what he was reading might be confidered aSR 
part of his former fpeech. 

The Houfe then divided, 

Couienis - - - - 57 
Not Contents • - 14 

Majority - 43 


LIST OF THE MINORITY. 


Pulce ot Norfolk 
Puke of Bedford 
Puke of Leeds 
Marquis ofLanfdowa 
Fail of Derby 
tarl of Lauderdale 
Earl of Aihe ’ arle 
Earl of Suft'olk 
Earl of Abingdon 
Lard Thurlow 


Lord Chedworth 
Loid St. John 
Lord Say and Sele 
Lord Ponlonby 

PKOXIES. 

Puke of Grafton 
Earl of Guildford 
Earl of Tlianet 
Lord Teynham 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Monday, December 14. 

The diftiilery prohibition bill was read a third time, and 
palTed. 

Mr. Ryder brought in a bill for abating the difeount upon 
the prompt payment of the duties on fait, and difeontinuing 
the allowance hitherto made for the fuppofed Ioffes fuftained 
by the carriage of the faid article coaft-wife, which was read a 
furft time, and will be read a fecond time to-morrow. 

Mr. Secretary Dundas brought up an account of the officers 
promoted to the rank of general officers in India, which was 
laid upon tbe table. 
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Thi Secretary.at War brought up the copies of the corre* 
fpondence between Colonel Hay and his Majcfly^ fecrctary of 
ftate and fecretary of war, concerning the 109th, or Abcrdcen- 
fii 5 rc regiment, w'hich was laid upon the table. 

TZv Secretary at War brought in a bill for granting certain 
allowances to innkeepers, which was read a firft time, and will 
ht read a fecond time to-morrow* 

MUTINY BILL. 

The order of the day was read for the fccoiid reading of 
Ate mutiny bill, when 

Air* Francis alked why it was introduced fo foon, as the 
mutiny bill oflaft year docs not expire till M.irch ? 

*Tbe Secretary at IVar rcr’.itd, that there was no particular 
rei^fon (or it, nor did he knew of any paiticular reafon for 
delaying it, 

Mr. Francis fard that it had railed a'general idea of an 
approaching dilToiurion of pailiament. 

Ihe Secretary at 11 ar repeated, that he knew of no other 
reafon for the cai.’y introdudlion of ir than dili'atch. 

Air. CsurieHuV coniiTiicd cIjC cl c clration of Mr. Francis, 
that it had excited an alarm of a cJiiloluti.'^r • " ' menr. 

The bill w'as read a iucond tunc, and orderca .0 Ik: com- 
mltied to-morrow. 

Sir PIAip Stephens moved for leave to bring in a bill for 
ycgula.'ing the ntanne foices w’hile on fhorc, which was 
granted ; i-nd Sir Philip Stephens, Lord Arden, &c. &c. Were 
ofilcied to prepare and bring in the lame. 

BOUNTY ON THE IMPuRTATI(»N OF CORN. 

The houf:’ having rtfolved irfelf into a commiitce the bill 
for g aiiMng bounties on the importation of grain, 

Mr. Ryder mov* d leveral amendm n:s ; among orlicrs one 
for limiting tr.c importation to certain ports, 

Ge'i^ai Smith objected to the clatile, declaring that he 
thought all the ports in the kingdom ihould be open. He 
willied that a monthly return Ihould be made of all the corn 
imported. 

Air, Eyd r faid, the reafon why the importation was limited 
to certiun rfs, \*e ’S wtn a view to prevent fraud ; that proper 
officers be rerJy to invcitipate aiid examine aH vefleis 

hndif.j their cargoes, and prevent deceptions, which cctild not 
be fo v.cll done in fmall ports. 

Ah, IhAfey thougnr the importation Ihould be extended to 
all ports triac had cuilom-houfes. Mr/fluirey* that 

if 
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if he was regular at that flage of the bill, he would owei 
agreenWy tohis intimation on a fornjcr night, that aos* bounty 
be allowed f^r quarter, for corn imporieci from all parts iii- 
difFerently. If he could not then make his motion in order, he 
would withhold it til! fome other ftjge of the bill. 

Sir Peter Burrell brought up :i clauf?, for extending the 
bounty to corn already imported, in order to prevent the 
exportation to Holland, &c, or more deiitable markets. 

TOBACCO BILL. 

Mr. Rofe brought up the report of the committee on the bi# 
for £>ranting additional duties on fnufFand tobacco. 

Mr. I'L^Jpy f'icl he fhould give his neg r^vc, becaufe the 
money was to be raifed from the lower cb^fies of the people, 
fuch as the foldier, Tailor, miner, and atiificcr, with wdiom 
tobacco was not fo much a luxury, as in fomc degree a fuppljr 
for many otlier necefi'aries of life. Tiicrc was one of the 
articles in the budget which he much approved of, that was 
the reduC-lion of the drawb.icics on fugar, fo hr as it could bo' 
done without injuring our fale in the foreign markets, and he 
wifhed that that reduction had been extended., as inftead of a 
quarter, he conceived it might have borne a half. 

The Chimcellor of the Exchequer faid he was happy that the 
h^nourrihic gciulcman connirreJ with him in his opinion upoa 
tlic redu£iion of the drawbacks on the exportation of fugar; 
bccaufe, while it was likely to be productive to the revenue, 
it was preferable to any other tax, as it operated teethe relief 
of the people : fiill, however, it w^as neceflary to keep in view 
a propel attention to foreign parts ; and, under this confi- 
deration, as it was not poffible for any per fan to fay precifely 
what redu^li'.n cur exportation would bear, he did not fed 
himfclf authorlfcd to levy too large a contribution from it. In 
regard to the additional duties on tobacco, he acknowledged 
that they would be cxaclcd in fome degree from the poor; but 
at the fame lime he underftood that the greateft confumptiowi 
was among the manuf.i< 3 urers, particularly in the article of 
fnuff, which was ufujlly taken as a luxury ;• fo far as the pro¬ 
portion fell on the agricultural, and other lower clafTes of the 
community, he thought they could not confider the tax^as too 
fcverc, when compared with the accumulated burdens on pro¬ 
perty in general. 

General Smith fuggefted, that, for their long ferviers, the 
foldicrs and failors ought to have fome partiality fhewn ihcm, 
fince by them tobacco was taken as a dram. He really hoped, 
thciefore, that the right honourable gcnileman would reflect 

how 
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bow ipiich we owe to them, and provide a ftipply for the 
teamen and our armies. 

Mr. Courtenay faid it was worthy confideration what the 
'labouring part of the community would fuiFer by thefe addi* 
tional'duties, with whom tobacco was iheir only luxury, and 
with whom it alfo aiSled, as his honourable friend had obferved, 
28 a dram, or rather as an opiate. He conceived it, there¬ 
fore, to be extremely wrong and injudicious in the right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman, to deprive them of the only means with« 
m their power to enable them to forget the dillrefs which he 
Ikad brought upon them. 

General Tarhton wifhed for the introduftion of a claufe to 
exempt the foldiers from thefe duties. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer declared, that he thought no 
one could juftly call or feel that to be a /everc tax, which was 
impofed on what certainly could not be called a noce/Tary ar¬ 
ticle of life, and when there were fo many other taxes which 
bore unavoidably upon various other cbffcs of people. W ith 
regard to the remark of the honourable general, he obferved, 
that tobacco for the ufe of the fleet was not taxed, but put 
on board duty free \ and that foldiers, when on board tranf- 
poits, had the fame privilege as fcamcn; were this privilege 
extended to them when on (bore, it would be liable to great 
abufe. 

Mr. Sheridan fa’id he rofe with rclu£lance; but, in his 
opinion, it was direftly a tax upon the poor, which tended to 
deprive ^cm of their only luxury. He wilhed, therefore, that 
the right honourable gentleman would reconlider it, and he 
hoped he would be induced to make confiderablc alterations. 

The amendmients were then read, and the bill was ordered 
to be engroiied. 

HORSE TAX. 

Upon the order of the day, for the fecond reading of the bill 
which impofes certain duties lor any horfe, marc, or gelding, 
colt, filley, or mule, 

Mr. Sheridan oh/erved, that the ri^^ht honourable gentle¬ 
man had found this bill, as it w'as originally prqmfed, liable 
to obje^or.s, and had already made fome alterations. He 
wiihed rc) know if it extended to all the flock of the farmer, 
or poflefior of that flock, before it was of any ufe; bccaufe, 
if it did, he fhould certainly oppofe it. He always blamed 
the cuiiom of not printing money bills, which be attributed 
foiely to indolence, and faid he fhould move that copies of the 
biil ^ piiiued. 

Ibe 
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Thi Chancettor of the Exchequer faid, if the honourable gin- 
.tlemnn to make his motion as a ground of he 

ihould objedt to it; although he had faid the other night d&t 
he fliould be very ready to print the bill, yet it was upon the 
condition that a proper rcafon could be afligned for it; and, 
unlefs an crpecial and fufficieiit rcafon could he affigned, he 
certainly was not inclined to depart from the efiablifbed order 
of the houfe. 

Mr. remarked that he had often heard it mentioned, 

but he never knew any good reafon wiiy money WHs were not 
printed. 

Mr. Sheridan faid, that they ought to be printed above all 
others; and, if fuch had been the cuftom, the amazing num¬ 
ber of blunders which had r peatedly occurred in the money 
bills of the right honourablj gentleman might have been re¬ 
medied. 

Mr. Sfee^idan^s motion for the printing of the bifl was then 
put and negatived without a divifion. 

Mr. Dent mentioned one cftecl of the bill upon all the nor¬ 
thern counties, where a number of fmaW horles are puvehafed 
for ten (hilling each, to carry lime, and allies ; fome exemption 
therefore, ihould be made for horfes under a certain fite, 

• After a few words from General Smith and Lord IFiUlam 
RaU'eH^ the bill was read a fecond time, and ordered t6 be 
coimnuted. 

BREAD. 

Mr. Ryder moved for the appointment of a committee to 
manage a conference with the lords upon the agreement of the 
houfe to ufe a certain fort of bread, and for communicating the 
three reports of the Select Crjrn Committee at the fame time. 
I'he manage*s appointed were Mr. Ryder, the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, Mr. Secretary Duiid.is, the Lord Mayor^ 
Mr. Hufiey, Adr. Anftruthcr, Mr. Adams, Mr. Rofe, Mr. 
Charles Long, Mr. Hobart, and Sir John Wodehoufe, who 
vyent u,p zo tnc houfe of peers, of which Mr. Ryder made' the 
report. 

Lord Sheffield\h\ 6 ^ he could hardly conceive that thc'gen- 
tlemen who objected to the propofition before the houfe, were 
fenfiblc of the nece/Tity of adopting every meafure that could 
promote a diminution of the confumption of wheaten flour. 
He afl'uredvthe houfe that the attention of the committee had 
been unremitted, and that there was more difficulty in obvi¬ 
ating by law the diftrels which might arife from a deficiency 
of corn, than probably occurred to thofe who had not attended 
•the committee. He thought it a duty to ftatc the probable defi- 

VoL. II. 1795* 3 ^^ ciency 
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0€^cy of cropland the inadequate quantity of wheatett flour we 
aw UJcqly to acquire from abi oad. I'hc people thoulJ not be en^, 
cporagcd to believe, that there was a ftoclc of wheat in the 
CQUht^ previous to the late harveft j that the laft crop of 
wheat was a good one, and that a large quaiuity of wheat might 
beobtained by importation. Such notions had been fuggeltcd 
atleaft without doors ; they were likely to promote unnecci- 
iary confumption, and to check the difpofition to ufe fublH- 
^te$» Wc have generally three, four, or five months ftock 
in hand of old wheat at the time of harveft; but it is known, 
that in the Autumn in 1794, it was nearly exhaufted, and that 
wc were obliged to begin on the crop of that year foon after 
it was harvefted. This encroachment on the new crop help¬ 
ed to occafion the flock of wheat to be ftiil more exhaufted i.t 
^hc end of the laft very backward harveft of 1795 : fo much, 
that notwithftanding the opinion of fomc, that confiJcrable 
quantities of wheat were hoarded, he was difpored to believe, 
that if the whole quant it v could have been equahzeJ through¬ 
out Great Britaini we had fcarcely at that time a fortnight’s 
fupply of Britifli w’heat. 'I he crop in 1794 was partially 
very good, and in fomc parts verv thin: th<; laft crop has 
been unequal, an*:, trie wh Ic, probably inferior to that 
of the preceding yi .ij, and alfo inferior to an average crop. 
An average, orco mn-Mi crop, is not equal to the ufual an¬ 
nual cnnlumption 01 iliccouniry: an abundant harveft oc- 
cafionajly, more than iupplies uc; but oar impoi rs prove a 
general deficiency, for on an average of l1;c Lift twelve years, 
wc have imported about 225,000 quarters of wheat and fiour. 
It is almoft impoffibic to acquire a prerilo knowledge of our 
prefciu ftock of wiicat. An unequal Lift harveft gave 
rife to various opinions ; and the variation, in refpedt to the 
deficiency, is from a third to a fevemh; but if we allow a 
deficiency of fix weeks, or ari eighth and r\\ o-t!iiiJs in the 
laft cr. p, of our fuppofed annual confumption, and a de¬ 
ficiency of fix weeks more, on account cd'cur beginning 
upon the laft crop fix weeks at Icaft (ot'oei than ufual, tbrto 
months deficiency in the whole could noi be thought exaggerat¬ 
ed, anioufiting, accoiding to the low computation of 5JO5OOO 
quartersmouth, to one million and a La'fof quarters. If 
^ fix weeksdelic'^ncy ihould be thought too liitlc, and fix weeks 
premature coidiiii'p/tioii too much, ftjll, c>n the whole, there is 
good groumi to iiate that there will be a deficiency of three 
j#|»oiilh". opinions that the fcarcity is in a degree arti- 

r^ficial, and that tiicic is a profpect of an adequate fupply, may 
, be eflliiiiaily nulchicvous, and divert us from that cecononiy 
and management which can alone prevent extreme diftrefs. 

'i'he 
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* The legiflature, to (hew its readinefs to adopt every meaftiriJV 
that mightpofliWy obtain any quantity of that grain which is the 
fivoqrite food of the people, had offered great bounties, \vith a 
view of encouraging the importation of it; but he thought we 
could not poinbly be too explicit.in declaring the probable de¬ 
ficiency in the ftocic of wheat, and the impoHibility of obtain¬ 
ing from abroad an adequate fupply. Inllead of three months, 
fupply of wheat, it is not probable we (hall be able to obtain 
from foreign countries, with all our bounties, fufEcient for. 
three weeks of our ufual confumption. Wc have never 
able, during a century, to import into this country 500,006 
quarters, except twice, and the greateft quantity in one year 
was 560,000 quarters, and both happened at a period of ge- 7 
neral peace. 'Fhe adminiftration of France had engaged 
deeply in the purchafe of wheat. His Majefty’s minifters, ap- 
prchenfivc that the Britilh merchants would not be able to meet 
the national p-irfe of France at tlie foreign market, thought it 
nccefiaiy tu cauib Tome purchalcs of corn to be made i but not- 
withitanding all their efforts, we have not imported, at the 
end of ten months, more than 252,000 quarters, including 
wheat and flour feized in neutral (hips i and the total import 
tation of the twelve moaihs is not likely to exceed 300 ,ODO 
quarters; not more than fifV:cn or fjxteeri days confumptioa 
of this country. The !a:c high prices of corn have drained 
not only Eurc^i^e, but Amaica To much, that wheat in Phila¬ 
delphia, laii Auguft, was at 123. 2d, fterling per biilhel. It 
is the opinion of all who arc beft acquainted with the fubjc<5t, 
that the price will rife in foreign countries in proportion to the 
bounty offered; and purchafers, namely, France, Spain, Hol¬ 
land, and the foreign and Britifli Weft Indies, muft follow 
that price. I iic more certain payment of England, and our 
extenfive trade, give us very confiJerablc advantages; but they 
probably will be countervailed by the much higher price given 
for wheat in other countries at this time. We have nothing 
to expcift from Ireland, nor the remaining colonies in America; 
the crops of wheat this year in thofe countries are barely fuf* 
ficient for the inhabitants, and thcii ports are (hut in re&cft 
to exportation. Some fl atter themfelvcs, that a confiderable 
quimtity may be had from the McdiL ianean ; but as the fouth 
of f ranee, and a confideiv^blc pait of Spain, do not 
fufEcient corn for their population, they mull give any price 
for what they can procure from Ital)^, Sicily, and Barbary • 
and no bounty that will he given, can couirervail the 
frjeght, infurancc, and other expences of bringing corn from 
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the Meditcranean to Great Britain. We have therefore only 
the north of Europe and the American States to look to for 
any Aipply, 

We learh that the laft crops in the north of Europe, and in 
the American States, are rather better than a common crop ; 
but the /lock in all thofe countries was greatly and uncom¬ 
monly exhaufted at the time of the laft harveft. The ex¬ 
port of wheat from North America to the Weft Indies and 
Europe, probably has never amounted in one year to 500,000 
quarters j and it may be doubted, whether a greater quantity 
is often exported from the north of Europe. The greateft 
quantity of wheat and flour imported in one year into Great 
Britain from the American States, was 93,724 quarters ; but 
we have only twice been able to procure above 50,000 quar¬ 
ters from thence. The grcaieft quantity imported in one 
year from the north of Europe, including Hamburgh and 
Bremen, was 329,281 quarters; but we have only thrice 
exceeded 200,000 quarters from that part of the world. 
Under all circumances, it is very improbable we lhall be able to 
import that quantity before the next harveft, confidering the 
extraordinary competition of the Dutch and French. Even 
fuppofing a good crop in France, there are large dillri£ts in 
that country that never did grow nearly fufKcicat for the in¬ 
habitants. 

There is great difficulty in moving corn from one pro¬ 
vince to another, and fevere famine takes place in fome de¬ 
partments, while bread is comparratively at a moderate price 
in others. It is the policy of thofe who govern in France,, 
to procure quantities of corn at any rate, and while they 
have an ounce of gold or filver left, they will purchafe what ' 
they can ; and as wheat is from 40 to 50 /hillings per quarter 
dearer at Amftcrdam than in England, and as a cargo of 
American flour fold at Havre-de-Grace the laft day of laft 
month at 5I. fterling in cafli p/rr barrel, or il. 8s. iid. frrthing 
per bulbel, it is cafy to judge where the greater part of the 
limited quantity of wheat in the north of Europe and Ame¬ 
rica will go. Suppofing, however, notwithftanding the extra¬ 
ordinary competition at this period, we fliould be able to im¬ 
port from the north of Europe, and from America, the great- 
eii quantity we ever could obtain in the moft favourable 
times, the amount will be only 423,000 quarters, not much 
more than the ordinary confumption of three weeks ; but it 
is not likely tha: we ihall be able to produce a gieater quan¬ 
tity of corn in 1796 than in 1795, or that bounties will pro¬ 
cure for us d conlidcrable quantity of wheat more than we 
' fhoulu 
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fliouJd gel without ihem. Bounties cannot increafc the laft 
crop; and the quantity of corn that can be fpared ht an/ 
tirne from tlie confumption of the inhabitants of thofe coun- 
tjics that ufaally export, is much more limited than is gene¬ 
ra] ly imagined; perhaps not equal to the quantity we now 
vrant. 

''fhe Houfe, the'Committce, and His Majefty’s minifters, 
who become moft ferioufly refponfible, if they fhould fail tp 
communicate to the public fuch information as they may 
have in their power, on fo very interefting a fubje»£). The* 
reports from the committee, avoid as much as poffible to flat¬ 
ter the public in refpc£l to ,an adequate iupply from abroad* 
It is highly incumbent to make thefe ftatements faiily to the 
public ; although they may alarm at firll, that alarm ibould 
ccafr, when we confidcr that we have a mofr abundant crop 
of oil’s, barley, and potatoes, and thereby an-pie means of 
making up the deficiency of the wheat ciop: it cannot be 
confidcred as an infuficrable calamity, if we Ibould be obliged 
to make up one-fourth of our ufual confumption on an exi- 
genevy by fuch fubftitutes, or by fuch wholefome or palatable 
mixtuiTS. Barley and oaten biead were, not many years ago, 
the food of nearly half of this ifland ; and in very good times 
they are very whoiefome, and have been found fuiEciently 
niuVitive for the moft laborious part of the community. If 
it ftould be thought that we have not enough of thofe articles 
to make up a fourth cf our ufual confumption, a bounty 
might be offered to crxourage the importation. He had no 
idea of any limitation of cxpcncc, to Iccure fufFiciciit food for 
the people. That a bounty would be ol fcTvice, is, however, 
much to be doubted. We ufually import from feven to nine 
hundred ihouiimd quarters of oats, and it is fuppofed we may 
have about 600,000 quarters from Ireland the enfuing year. 

The good feni'c of the country, when fati^^u*d of its real 
Hate in icfpcCt to the ftock of wheat, and its refources, will 
turn to the only management which can obviate the diftrefs 
which muft other wife take place before the next harveft ; and 
it will undoubtedly be the general wi(h to referve as much 
wheat as poffible for the lower ranks, who have chiefly fub- 
fifted on that article, even to gratify prejudices or notions of 
comfort. I'he grcutcft difficulty in refpedt to fubftitutes or 
mixtures, occurs in large cities or towns; but even there, 
the high price of corn will produce good management and 
great fciving. I'hcre are few parts in the country where 
Kibfiitutcs for wheaien flour were not in a confideiublc de¬ 
gree adopted. In fume diftiicis, tiie people had entirely re¬ 
turned 
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to barley and oaten bread; it i<?, therefore, reafonable 
to/uppofe, there will be a faving of one-third> except in great 
;t<iWns and their neighbourhood. In thofe towns where an 
‘ equal faving cannot be expefted, the quantity of wheat likely 
to be imported, though not very confideraJble, when added 
to the rye, Indian corn, and rice (and of .the laft an eflential 
quantity is to be expetfted from abroad) with what can be 
Ipared by faving one^third in the country, may in the whole 
make up the deficiency of one-fourth, of the confumption. 
There was much more reafon to apprehend tiiat the people 
might be flattered into the idea that management was not ne- 
celTiiry, than that a true ftate of our fituation fliould continue 
to keep up the prefent unconfcionable price of corn, the fear- 
city of which was not the only txcufe of that price ; but it 
can hardly be doubted, that the laws which arc now pafling 
to prohibit anv articles of food from being converted to other 
ufes, and the almoft general life of potatoes, with many other 
expedients, will fo much Icfsen the demand for wheat, that 
the price muft necefl’arily fall. At all events, every exertion 
ifaould be ufed, that can pofTibly provide cheaper food for the 
people; and it will be fortunate il the prefent fcarcity IhouM 
turn the attention of the let^illaturc to fome great mcafurc 
which may prevent in future a precarious dcpendancc on 
foreign countries for our fubfiftencc, and fuch a famine as 
muft of courfe have enfued, if the crop of other corn and 
potatoes had, through a bad fcafon, or bad harveft, been as 
defeftive as the crop of wheat. 

The engagement now propofed, had been confidered with 
uncommon care ; and the committee intends to continue to 
prepare other matter for the conlideration of the Houfe, with 
as much difpatch as polTible. 

The Bill for repealing the licences of dealers in horfes, and 
ifliiing new ones with the addition of the new duties, was 
read a fecond time, and ordered to be committed on Wed- 
ttc[ddy. 

Mr- Lcchmere exprefled himfelf diflatisfied with the pro¬ 
ceedings of the Houfe upon the dearnefs of provifions, and 
gave ndtice that he Ihould bring forward a motion tor rc- 
drcfSng the evils produced by the fcarcity, on the firft open 
day after the rccefs. 

The Houfe refolved itfclf into a committee upon the Bill 
for iir.pcfing a new duty of per cent, on the afleffed taxes. 
Ml. Hobart in the chair, when the refolutions \Vere read, a 
firft and fecond time, with the amendment i and the chair¬ 
man 
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man was ord^fe^ to report the fame^ which will be received 
to-morrow^ . ; 

tIBEL. 

The fecond Report * of the committee appointed to en* 
quire who was the author of the pamphlet, einitled>‘‘Thotfght» 
(m the Englifh government,” having been (agreeable to tho 
order of the day) read, ' 

Mr. Sheridan fatd, that, after the refolution . which the 
Houfe had juft read, he fliould be much dlfappointed if there 
Ihould appear any want of unanimity on the fubjeS: ;of tb«» 
atrocious libel which had been fo Aiccelsfully traced t^; its 
foiirce. He could not, however, help expreffing an appre- 
henfion, from what had fallen on a former evening front'Oi» 
of the right honourable gentlemen on the other fide, tliata 
difference of opinion might arife on the mode of proceedings 
or the mcafurcs which Ihould be thought moft likely .to effe& 
the ends of juftice, and fupport the refpeiSlability ^ of the 
Houfe. 

When the firft report had been prefented, objeflionshaj 
been made by fome, that the Evidence which had been ob-* 
tained was not fuiBcient; other gentlemen had thought, that 
it was fully fufHcient to go to a direct profecution of Mr* 
Reeves, either as the author, or lor adling as the author, of 
the libel; and others had declared that the committed had 
ftopped Ihort at that point, which was in their judgment the 
moft important and necellary to proceed in; that mode of 
arguing, however, was founded upon a miftake which gen¬ 
tlemen made in the nature andobjefl of the committee, which 
had not been inflituted to try a- delinquent, but to enquire 
after and afeertain grounds whereupon to cftablifli the de¬ 
linquency, and who it was that had been the author of the 
libel in queftion. In order, therefore, to meet every ohje^Hioii 
and every doubt, the committee in their fecond report had 
taken care to leave no room for fimilar objections : they had 
called upon Mr. John Owen, the publifher of the libel, who 
he confclTcd had been left in a very awkward fituaticii by the 
ftate of the evidence on the firft. On the laft occafion, they 
had queftioned hin if he ftill perfifted in his refufal to give up 
the author; to which he replied he did, and could not think 
himfclf juftified in doing otherwife than remaining filent* 
The committee had deemed this filence on the part oi Mr. 

^ Vide Apj'cndix. 

Owen 
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C Jwcn contumacious towards the comipittee} and haddirefl- 
td -him, (Mr. S.) as chairman of that committee^ to notice 
fhfe fame to the Houfe. H:; had thus cot 7 )plie <,1 with their 
4ire£tion, but, ever anxious for the prefervation of the liberty 
of the prrfs,'he did nttt wifli to extend the proceedings of that 
Houfe beyond the author of the pamphlet^norihould he have 
been inelttied to be fo rigorous towards him^ but for the au¬ 
thority which he held, and which was fo'able t0\ impofe per- 
xiiciouade<^rines on the opinions of the people. It was with 
great reluftancc, therefore, though he felt himfelf obliged to 
dbiti that h» mcmioned the determination of Mr. Owen not 
to:g»ve the author of the pamphlet but he begged the 
Houfe to uhderftand that he did not with for any profecution 
againft the printer or publiiher of it. He was boujid to re- 
]^rt the and how far the Houfe fhould a£k upon the 
contempt of'their committee by Mr. Owen’s refufal, he left 
to cite cl^ifion of the Houfe itfclf. Upon thefe grounds he 
did not fee! it incumbent to make any propofition, or move 
any refolutions againft the printer or the publiiher. 

W 4 th refpeS CO Mr. Reeves, as he was diairntan of the 
afibejeation at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, it was the olw 
jed the committee to compare his hand writing in any of 
the papers belonging to that afTociation, with the, proof 
fhrt^ets of the pamj>hlet, a:iJ as the only way to do fo was 
by getting at the fecretaiy, tl;ey made enquiries for that 
purpofe^ but thcobjed lailed. Mr* 'rhoinas Wright denied 
ifaat^he^bad ever a£kd as fecrctary to that iiilbciarion, and 
being fiiewn the name of T. Moore, Secretary, iigoed to the 
£rll afl'octacion and declaration and refolutions of the focicry, 
on the ^oth of November, 1702, he anfwered, that J. Mooie 
ft man in nubibiis^ a mere hclitious name, as no fuch 
perfon exited. 

From Mr. Wright’s evidence, how’cvcr, it appeared that 
Mr. Reeves was the leading perfon of the memorable club, or 
fbekty of alarmifts, who hadfot the country in a flame of 
fear and dlfcontent, with the bugbear talcs of plots and con- 
fpiraptes, treafons hatched and batching, of dcflgns on the 
Tower and the Bank^ and Jacobin Clubs ailbciated to intro* 
duc^ fbc levelling and Republican fyflems. It might, at a 
firft ’^fwec, feern that the circunTfftancc of the * chairman of 
fuch atr afibciation as that at the Crown^ aiul Anchor, being 
author of that libel before-the Houfe, was ; of a trivUl 
“Mature ; if it was, however, confidered that the dbairman was 
^ himfclf in the conftant habit of corrcfpondence and inttreourfe 

■ . > ' . . with 
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with the Tioaf^rj^ thu that fociatv ha 4 RWo thoufanJ othar 
focietwa bnuwhoi oft' and affiliated with it, and that fiich 
doi^nnes a$ fti* UheJ then before the Houlb het^fbith obtaiaeft 
the tnoft rapid, andi he ntight fay, fatal circulation through 
the ootuitiry; when it appealed that the torrefpoadence 
tween 2dDr. Reavca'a mother (bcietwand the two thoofaml 
nurferiesiof hia^rtnchdes, would mahe ffiurttea ffitki aolumes; 
he thouidit the (ertottiheft of furh a conneieion wmot no light 
ciHiridcratKui. Of all the occiirrenciet v^ich had dfifeo itnee 
the revolution, it wa^ tlie mnft alarming hr the liberties of tiut 
counwy, that a man, countenanced,. «t be was, by gown* 
ment, wiffi fiich tneana in hjh pefleffiom difteiaitiating his 
diteftabie dotfwnet, fhould, after having cireulated (be 
wicked principles of ettier> through every lamiftcatlon of the 
** Society for protefbnff Libeity and l^ropeity from Repob- 
licanc and jLevdlei^”be himfelf the author of a work which 
ftruck BC the foundation of the gonrotnent, whitih aiiCuwd 
the inutility of the two Houfes of Parliament, and the foie 
and exclufive right of the government and the Jaw exifttng in 
the King: when he faw all this, and knew that fuch an afloci> 
ation, aamg with a vicious vigour, erei^ing itfelf on deception, 
fupporting itfblf by folfchuod, aOd maintaining itlelf by nt>t»->^ 
nous treaeheiy and boundlds comiptum, had tor nt prefident, 
thf author of foe libel upon wbuh the Honfe had alreadv 
decided, be tbougbt it an ahutning ertfis for the country, and 
a mpft important obje^ for the cdufidemuon of tbe Houfe. 

Mr. Sheridan enterod into a hiftory of the a£bciation,«^icH 
he fard wet cointneoeed m November, 179a, and odurved 
how remarkalite it wad that tbe nation was tranquil, no fears 
abroad or K home, no i^itbenfions entertainrd but for the 
ilTueof the wat j, that in one mouth after that locirty had been 
iiiftituted, the nation wan alaimed from one end to the other, 
the guards were doubled, a boft of fp<es were Fur the firft 
tune employed uuder the fiu^on of tbofo countenanced by 
the King of Great Britain’a miniftera; arms and ammumtiOn 
were provided, a^ the Duke of Eichmond fuddeniy ftuew 
hunftw into the ToWefs, with all tbe terror ffiat migiit arifo 
foom an invafion} wkh what effe£l ftMilf kirdlhtps all knew. 
After Seeret Commitfeeaof that Houfo bad formed almir re* 
ports, and after Meftm. Hardy and Tooke had bonn tll^t- 
ened wilh ail tbeiiewaitiea of meafen, it appeared dbat not 
even one of the Iwnil fi^ of miniflers could prove a ftnglc 
hSt in anyihape refomwing plotor coiirpiracy, although every 
effort of power, aitifiDe, aw corruption had been exerted to 
firengthen and fuppoft the charges urged againft them. 

Voi,. II. 1795, 3 S 


The 
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The Aflbciation he fad, had cohtmenced confcious 
and had proceei^ upon prijQ|c|p(e$ of fraud tnjachcry. 

Et append, from Mr. Wright’s ‘evidence^ that .pffjtie . they 
advertifed that thej^ would rcccive^janopyihous iitformattpn, 
T^ejt added as a mtakae, aU‘Jett(^$^^nd^c^mun^ati<>ns are 
rctjuiefled to he addr<flltfd tothe fe'f^ufy,v't:^,,TV|QQrt^v at this 
place/* And who Was this fecretary ? Ml? feid it 

a man w xuMius’i tMt it was aii mere 

fiiStion; that no futh man exifted j and that even. tn^ Com¬ 
mittee (jiil not knpdj^ tine but Mr. Reevesaiid Mf* 

Wright, th%ji.wa«;aifiSitIpus,n^ Whatmuft.be thtpught 
of ttie creduUty of that, CdmtrijttM» and what c>f the con- 
liricnce df hM t^ho infti'tated fuch meafures, hut as the.ope- 
ratiohiof jteari, tif.guiit;, apd itppofiure?; At the third meeting 
of the foefe^i it appeared tJjat the Cpmmitt^ wai.infiwmca 
that the lecrethry was a hw-endty.,., effe^ this sn^ony- 
h^pni'lyA^ hhd:^u;ph^ Thomas liaw* could not be W- 
gotten. Mir. I^aw^.ih a manner equally honourable, to his 
head and heart, femonftrating againft the. refoiutiop for 
receiving anonyirmps information, withdrew ffflm^that/odtety, 
and e^ofed the dark principle, of .its inHitutloH.,^It was rc- 
markablj a!fo* that tlw very refblutions which hc^icutc the 
anonymousiyfieiii were, carefoMy jtept out of tbcfr'bbdks and 
open proceeding^ 

■ It w-as liat however tdjthisiCcCfot fyllem of Ipies and in¬ 
formers, the. fovitatioaaticsiviJW^, informatioD,,|por. the 
thcn drctilatipii thc^.,|*rw«eflidl^ pf that, fo^ytyv which 
confejinedmanypartlcblars 

before the houie, eqtiajly Inlmic^ fo,.|iip ftcedbmw.^c people 
of'this ^rountry, the privilegos oflb.otlj' bouCss* an^.exin to, 
that title u^ti which alone his !\/Iaje%, holds his crown, j,-but 
thie'Wbfks Of Soamc Jfpnyns, Whitaker, and Arthur ,y.dMng, 
ba\’e^licfm,'ppeply,3'.ccotnmei^cdRnddir^iatcd by that locicty j 
.tnanks’pf ' ReVviss, ||}veB, fpr fomc of thofe doc- 
trines^' Whidh w^s ih tta^feW&teeifbnable^o^.fo^ coifftiru-- 
tton of the natloh.’ jin of "Voung’s it is fi:ated,-,“ that, 

«' tiw'Chrruption 6f,^;h^itlbof,ce«Bi9<Mis will always .incraafo 
peiwc/ !iwj^||l,^;mi5cy lrc,found to poflefi," and foat,, 
*< I'uch" a ;"faaifeiiwBt thd;^doQ would .bq,jfa?tfor' 

1^|®^"an>^}’’^;•A^^Ji5^hej)^me w«^ is aflc'rted,, that 
« by''^ 

oti^tTc 8«y a^niidftrat^^:k;!^_,mj<|W^^ 

onIhiocthiy}”andfih'aliy♦v®* 0 pt'- 

mnt 
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TfioHs is^ni fafi the Briujh doftrirt^: 

are drciiMed, and when thank^s a^e given Jyr thc circulator 
to ; but^ & thofe fentimeats as 

adopted'fand ^ nisd^",his |DW^^ with the 

publicatfonl'i#'the .bb4f^,| tlje faifc con- 
neSedf an the that 

this cotiiltir/had"^ ht a Century 
government:;'" /‘''V’J j, -I'- 

He lamented that jtbe cotn^nletJ ^ nQt,^£cpyeft;^ with 
peyweh more ample; ^ had 

already'fech^ ib^t they coiii^ have iriieed/^p e^iftence of a 
regular aiid dhep^a^d plot to 11 ^ in this country 

to its fotirce 1 atid fo biyie fhewn that the tit!e|afilip;jed by that 
focrety> prcf^ffedly to pppoiQ. repuhlkans, an4^ Jevellers^^^w'^ 
only a cpi^et* ^nd a pretext imd^fr which Wh 
merit Verb meaht to be overturned, and tj^fahnv completely 
cftahlifhcd on the ruins of that little fr^dW vyhich ftill rc- 
mairitid in the country.' ’ 

Headfertdd tb 'a' precedent of the ycar^i68o» when the 
Judges'S<^c^s, Jonles,' arid Wc^on, were accufed of coun¬ 
ter) anctri^^^btiim^ wherein: one of thofc judges expreffed 
himfelf iri terms the moft Kartfi'againft Luthcr^^^Calvipi and 
Ziuglius, and againfl: their , followers whom^ he had fald 
were mert W fuch harfe 'Igirits* 

rracy^; nothing w^^;;Tctycpailjampntj Jbr 
his the^‘|udj|c hd.'authority to 

whorivili&*douI<iil0oL^’o^^ What came from the 

Killer ihe''ftyte'bf MrJ Reeves and his 

afibml^briS ; a'ncl he hoped'the Houfe would fee their honour 
wa$ ddricfcrried,' to c’bnliif a fjgnal proof of their difpleafurc 
on the author of fuch db'ftriries ; fince it was their duty , to 
iriiofm their "fellow/b'jhiiffens geticfSally, 'and ^ cpnftitucnts 

in particular; ib UVat^^^cyJm comprehend 

what that conftitution’wSi^ W to he main¬ 
tained: r. 


‘ He ebuW hot avoid KoWhycr, that by the.biJIs 

^wludh'likdjuft jpafled, ,^f^ufaHcmectjife^ Wl»i||d'be 

'underthe tontrool df migilfra):c4^|ih^ 

Mr. Reeyes was rnade''^ tfee;'^ace* ano'l&S 'in 

they were 
' ‘ \'Hgh^6nourabic 


Reey^es was madO jopce pf tte peace, andimat 

they we 

gi:mtbmaix'h|8'whbj^iilbat|p6 of^V eftmii. 

lier Wtfw at fny of 

mdihc tri tlia: 
I, 'Opinion. 
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ii^nioh'. He did not fiiiihk foch i niw as Mr. Brad, "£»r in* 
ftince, -wOiild, jdways' behSfi^ in a fJuV sAd - ^oOdeft 
.manner. He bcggedi to be uhch^rft^'thlt'he 
, SiOft Jto that geoderoan’s fqrjf^ec «^!^c ^ Whatever that 
, naigbt ^ve. teen^ Wfheq he Cpt>qid; could |j^;ii0 ex|>pSations 
, fit his prefcnt .rank* .ipnce he had b^n in always 

been reQ^abloj and, ^r.,Sheridan faid he '’Ihoia^tl it highly 
improper in ^ ^e other magiftrhtes, when he Came‘Info dre 
commiflTtbn,'to refdle to d^tdatc with him, dnd ftigmatile 
him as " 

** TlwCut-putfc of the £)%ue» «nd the Rule.** 

If tuch m^iftrate^ theie, theni Would ntd lie dteiirft to' 
difpeffe ,a pupc iifiqitting, whip' tirOyd? Why'the OJiirt* pf aH 
otheis would ^'.^.HeeveS. Mr. Reeves wod}tIh>adte'|)im* 
ielf the efaieit^Umee of iedidous ti^emhlies^ die didatoTicd^the 
day; and if ah^ perfon preruOied to fay thht extom|;ant 
courts, fcifift tninmCts, rotten Boirodghs, ahd; co]rru|ft‘^ft)a- 
jorities ought to ^ abolifhed and 'reformed, fie it'’%aS diat 
would inftandy oat to'Xowiifend ittid Ca^xneW, Seize 
that fellow by tHe throat, away with him to |irifon,he is a 
traitor and proclaims fedidon.}”; becaufe Mr. Reeves had.pre* 
vfoufly dec^red that every'ooe.^of thefe abufes. »Jj^ential to 
our government , Therefore ^ Jt^ the duty of. Hohfc, 
nfter the paiBng of. diq^ SSfl,. ^;T»edd out tq dw Ctitoary an 
indemnityj hy deplarliw liiat 'dio'^tes 
facred parts,« the pM^t^dn j W.'htfdm they 

would leave no rule foir the magt;R|^,' 'imd 'ho li^dts for the 
peo^e, to jprefme thcmfelves frbiii*dibtatiori.' '■ ' 

' l^ ikid he had king before die falfehdbd WF c^ges 

of plots arid Confjiifacics, and 'HcMamentcd the Credhlity of 
mtfliliers, if it wa3 crCdoNty, dtat ted them to bdietre foem, 
and ’to'adt^ the Ih^ihveihih' ^rinctfde of ufing bafe means 
to sfccomplifo'Wll&t Ihey'irffOTt tCaideVe td be good ends, 
which, #h'en 'iih%!hhtfons had Seen diftmhed by the 
artifices of Mr.' Rlediiiwi he was inclined to diiidc was teaUy 
ai^t^tfiV fhe cafe,’ had fidien from a right honour- 

af^i^^^dhfdCman^^whio^^ that Mr. Reeves deferved 

tiic'^gi^ttide of d» ctfoi^.' ‘ 

He'meririone<h; he foir the fifth tinfie in that Houfe, 
another p|ot that had fpvting from ifoat afiodhitk^ meant 
the pip-^piety as it.was calte^ whichf cufien m fie had 
mentionedlt,' ha^ rtdtfe'idkht from 

. Ills other'ilde’df-the-'Ile'iM^'-fil^l^ertons, 

■■■ 
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named |. S^b and G. .Hj^inSy, «<re.iuz^ and conimit|(^ 
npQA^dialbijMving order of the /tgoed by l^ii| 

I«ugliNMough;afid Wiyiian Pitt. ^ j 

« .ar« ill slide to !5iidiorJ*e‘*aaf»4*** ^ W’recdw into 

, your Mfls^y t^'^y of Jo^ Smid^ bet^tih'''lete'^'<to%Iu^' tna<i>n) 
end yw.'art, to' falii fafc ind ciofi: uiiiSUa<r'ii>i& iie.'ddtwtfdby due 
coi^ of iiw; end doing ftall fe ywif fidBciesVnii^at.'’ 

, ... •< ,Ftom the Countil Chatuber etynutebdlf tbb isth Sxf.of Oftofaer^ 
r?S>4”' ' ’ ^ .' ' 

* To the Kszf SR of Kbwcats.” 


Frofn ||ha| .time ,ti;> the loth of through ti|e whole 

an .uhuTu^/e,me winter) diey wbre chhfii^d in cold and 
miserable ,t$U> aiid the famlies of both r^ced to the grea^ 
diftre^ At the period when he (Mr. Sh^idi^). was about 
tO|>ropoie tbp fej^al of the Habttis (kt^vs, one of die 
pienons. Smith) wrote him the fullomhg ’ldtter) which would 


■ „ Fitbitt' Sidtj NmgaUf '^mutrf 279 S* 

■ « . ; •■ . 

Seeing lie public papers that jsouHntsiKl this tSay’tbl taove for leave t» 
bring in a bill to repeal the fiilpWiiti bCthle Corpus A^, 1 tafcfe the 

libert;^ pf'Tcn^g you an'accouit'<rf ^ the ;fc^'oir September I 

was plwn’lhto cuilbixiyjby a'Wirxi'ht froiti^thc^ijsretul^'of- l^tatsr, .'and thrown inta 
a in Frifw'Weffcciiweili; fr^ was'tafcch to the''Piivy 

' Ct»uncjJ^^^j^a4 the igueftionS they jplut to me, 

it appears tlMSt 1 was cl^rgc^ as ^Jhg corxerneid In the ?tot for aflaHinatin;;: his 
ftifare the word of ^ maa» tlwt 1 never Heard, fn%V) 

ipTvl^pejW any thing of the,plot; fill I was In the Privy CoiincH. On cl^ loth 
4|f CKlober, 1 |o thHj^ oi^ a ^ Troafhtii with¬ 
out uny hope of being brQjpiAv^to. having ;be^ home, leaving 

A wife and umt ha« lotf si pli^c of above 

fixty ^d.ycar» ^ this riji^'ift<i,difmai cell in Newgate, where no- 

' thing^4ajt<?'^ ht^rd butrtherAfldiAgfi^f ir^nai&om felons* My inep^s caiuiot 
ctmifi,to lee sue without be^rubbod* hptlug through a yard utjbich are 
fame of ^ moil ubandoi^jfn^tches.' l ean affuie^y^frc.^iQs. 

« 0y taking public vri^^bSch oblige; 


«‘IW ' j^nSmiths* 

‘( 3 ^) 38 ^ 41 ^$; 'diefolicit trial, 

d^ilfifi,<'^dmtagenie1>t to be obferv^d of 

.^wst) tl»t (HMi0u>g ii) thofr owA tlibcence',' even with the 

aggra- 
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iigg«»ating ctrcutnftaflCes of hatSjr. diilrefs, they a&ed no 
Othfcr favour but trial or ditcbarge j neither, was. however 
gratted them. Smith wrote again in February. To which 
l^ter not aufwer was fent. A reijie^ahle maK>> Mr. Parltitdbny 
Wiutx to.fee him ) fouiKlhini ia a''fi 9 te .truly;:JefpWat'e r'' 3itdy 
widi a dignity of. heart that veHedled the highsA >credk«n bis 
cbara£ter» r^refented .the poor man’s cafe t& the ^rivy council* 
which only procured a.diange of apartmenlAand. in. April 
ibe wrote again { ' and he was iiffermed that a milder later 
would prcMSttwhis relcafe' On leul wbatnMr.- Thus, after 
the defti'w^ieti.of bis |Hx^rey, -the danger of his Jife.'.bya 
rurhlcfe tmprifonmettt*' and the mlfety^of a siHnerouS hunUy* 
his oppreiTprs tell hiR>dn..hts prifo^ yoo.muft flQt.’.hei 8 ,nian* 
you iouft ceafe to .feel4ih|s.att'Engiiihtnan.. You mufi not 
ckrc, afcrihe-tjdrmept and difefds have hcapedonyoo, 
to fpeak buths » l^c,,and lick tlte feet of tbofe' who We 
trod upon you, and provccl that the tyrannical'days of the 
French government, or ©f the worfl granny .that ever exifted» 
were not worfe thap what an £ngli£hntaa is. liable to fuffer 
under the ahiife of % laws. - . ■ , . s'i-:,.:- 

He did not ineaiJ» however, to move for apofecution, 
though he hadoo miftruft of the honourable aod fedrned 
geiitieman oppofitc (the attorney general). He ‘fmt it to the 
houfe whether they oughf .jO 0 t,to ineafu*c equal ji^ice fora 
conlpiracy to lopoff r& feuds and commons, as the King; 
andobferved th 3 t.aiUhe p«ct!!deiid« TW«3«, to thfe pom^ dihecc 
there was a high breach of W privilege of-paritameofo;. The 
pamphlet was not a tfef^retical treatife on govommmth but a 
pradiical exhortation, addrelTed tothepfeia/ra/rierf.thBpedple. 
What: be propofed .therefore was to move for thecehfute of 
the houfe, and to prockim that cenfure by having the pamph* 
let burnt by the bands <rf ti)c common bangmars. He objeiited 
to,Bprofeemson moft peivemptorily, as fot an 

cxanvplecflenity aod mercy, ..contrary to what Mr. Reeves 
bimfelf praclifed ; W thoqgh it WM.jyitb^ireat relpaancedm 
fubmitted. to the niinift«%wendBv,es whetfeer this . 0 iQuy ■ 
-be fe^owed up by ao-.^^refs to,his M*j«fty to renaove him 
fronv'anypkcc of trufil^'';Smd'inflead .of committing.; him to 

.fee defigned td- ntove that fee.,feotdd. be. femnaoned 
to attend; at the bar of thftfeWa» t»Tecmyp a feom 

the Speaker, and bc;adHifedSoan»kesn,9itptafeohs!i»,h«^iiod» 
and difiivowal-of hisftmtimentSt.’. . r-V .t 

Mr. Sheridan coaciudedawilfomoving^,. ..‘'wr -.'iri 
^ « Tka: one -ol the fwji lM»»K>T.dw 

New PJaoc Ystdi' at oB 6 *'ttesJto« M<>oday a* ajft iaftimt 5 iliact laathw «f 

the 
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.tKe(indpamphfcbt>c alfobufnton Tucfday, the a»<i initant, onthcRoyil Ex¬ 
change, by thejoommott haiigmai>.i;a*«i thitt theiherUR of Lcrtdon and Mid^ieliiei: 
be dkefifeed and fee theiaine carried into e^^ditloa.'’ 

Mr. SHretary Pundas faid, it was not bis intention to a^ 
vert atjaslent- to what fjafled on the night when the fubjcct 
was iirft brought’forwatd, and when the boufo c^netath* 
refolution 'tiiat ‘the* book in -queftion was , a fedttfotts. libel. 
Having tittn abfent that night, he bad not the aiivaiiragc of 
hearing the book; read. Whether he'might, or'fljight not, 
however think it had a dangerous tendency, it was his duty, as 
a member of.parliaroentt, to found all- hisiobfer/stions on that 
rcibiutton.' Heiowncd he viewed the fiabjeeb in f verydif- 
fercnt.' lii^t from that ftafced- by the honourable gentleman 
wbo imade the motion. The pampidet was tO' be confidered 
as a breath of priviJegci, the houfe would arft ifl taking up the 
matter in the way the honourable geiulensan defired, dt once 
as party, prolecutor, and judge i a comfdication of powers, 
that he thougbtthev (hould by no means, cxercifo. 

It waia his^opinlan, he conteffed that nothing could have 
more tended to prefsa ve the dignity of the houfe, or to fup- 
portdts'honour and charaffer, than that the libels, which had 
been lately publifted in fuch extraordjnarv numbers, had mere 
frequently met with ecnfiirc than punifliment j many of 
which wotej in the higheft degree, .ctnitomacious^ and Icvcded 
direfliy at the proceedings qf tbOtwoHoufes ,of Parliament; 
though tte wftwffling tg^^nf.g^demeh on the other fide had 
not taken View?' 'What fnuft any gentlenran, who 

valued pativHeges of that Houfe, - think upon reading he 
had'dofie,' ib> a paper, a paragraph to this effedi: ** Laft night 
tbe bill fotrfepcaliog the Brftifh conftitation paffed the Houfe 
of Commons.*’ ■ ■ 

. Had tlie motion of . the honourable gentleman betm con¬ 
fined to a* cafe ofmero litcraPbreach of privilege, it might not 
perhaps be inapplitifele^btit whenbe complained of a teaitfccn- 

dent breach-oflrriltiicgf^ to which die* Houfe had applied to 
very ftfotig a rcfoltttlort as-it had come to, he for one'fboulJ 

iet his ftice igatnft a mode of proceeding fuited only to aIncre 
ordinary breach of privilege. Such^bad been unifownly his 
ooinionj and ho flioutd require; poking more to conbrin him 
ill it, or 'tOLCOirvincethfe wnor of the honour¬ 

able gentfemafl^^hs^on. f*: AS;far'|fe-.lfe .linderfiood .birn, 

inotmnwkjnttwbrfe inftance,^^ dfe book fhould be 

I * a gUjJ. 
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Mr. Reeves Arom all oiAces of truft. Thus, without afford* 
ing the accuted the le^opportumty of encountering' die evi¬ 
dence, hK cro& examining a«d invalidatuig the t^imony 
of witoeffe«« oi of making a defence^ but merely on. earpeire 
Rvtdeaite, not even taken upon lOath, be was to fuffSir a pu- 
mChoKor die worfi aitnoft that on an individual could he in- 
flaOled, and which never was infliifted for theheavieff crimes; 
SHunclvt a total incapacition fiom all offices of truft,— 

Mr. Shrrt^n mterrupted Mr. Dundas, for the lake, he 
fold) oi laving ihe tune ta the Houle. He did not fay be 
(hould move to addiefs his Majefty to diliiufo Mr. Reeves. 
He only fuggefled the propriety of ordering Mr. Reeves to 
attead. As to any iurdier pioceediog hemg bad agaunli 
him) fo for had be btoii ftom urging it, dait he had exprefsly 
Rated he ffiould leave n to mmiffers themfolves to eoniider 
^whether they (teuld dunk that fuch a man was c^l 4 e offflling 
tenth prt^nety the office of a magiflrate in this country. 

^tr. huMas proceeded and laid) be put the queftion to 
him acrofo the table j and) as he did not beat him aeay it, ttad 
taken tt tor granted his intended propofttiona were to be to 
that effe^. 1 hat however made little diffia^eeee to his ai gu- 
ment) as it was (HU meant that Mr. Reeves was to be brought 
to th» bar o< that Houfe. Suppole Mr. Reeves wwc to at- 
tand that Houie, hpw was he to make bis defence to ev idence 
that had Iwi n already taken fft parte upon this fubjedi ^ How 
did It accord with the principles of jufocc that a iqao iliould 
hehrought before a popular aifemhiy) who maft m juftice to 
yheir (wti proceedings alieady had, be allowed to he inflamed 
aganift him m fome I^fee i How could be have that impar* 
Rat audience which juffice required before his cafe ffioidd he 
dbotdtd upD'i i T be queftion really was, \V hechet the Com- 
tnoBS w^iukl, in acafo m which they themfclves wote patties 
proceed to decide by their own power, or refer the puitter to 
a tited hv another judicaciuEe! The lefolution uduch pa^ on 
a former night, bad declared the book to b« a pialicious and 
fe^nous libel, and the Common havioe fo givep iteir c^i- 
tiiisaiialrrady on the no one could deny Hiut it was At 

for legal inquiry, end that another jariididton woidd mme 
prcftcwi) ncHCigbeflyi and more temperately, tfdce op die 
matter than tne Houfo, Hq obforved, tbai:. there »aa not a 
(jingle topic of accuffomfd attack wwh the boaourablc gen- 
dmao had not contnyod to foige by the fjead and (Dtou%rs 
and force into hic fpeech. Mr. Reeves, dm a fl p rwig e ^ to>n>- 

AerS) judgeib i^*<*** 

that night... ftoWwrabR geudemap} gpi^ai^ have 
" t token 
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taken the trouble to own, that not the pamphlet, nor the ftrp- 
pofed amhor, merely as autlior, hue tiiat Mf. Reeves, the 
head of the -Loyal Aflbciatlon, v/as the objeftof hisaverfion# 
There was no onti who had the Icaft doubt that the reitfon of 
the honourable gentlcTnan’s bringing ihis charge agabrft Mr, 
Reeves was, that he had ft ton foot thofe aiflbriatipmf. It was 
fuperfluous, therefore, for him to confe/s, that the affoctafsons 
were the true objeft of his attack. Every body wbuld'^give 
him full credit tor that, even without the proofs of bis own 
candid confeffion. 

Mr. Dundas faid he was free to confefs, that, fo far from 
feefing fevere to Mr Reeves, he was of opinion, that, in the 
ye^r 1792, the afTociation fet on foot by that gentleman bad 
done inhnitc good to the country. This was his Opinion 
however other gentlemen might entertain a different femi- 
ment. If the honourable gentleman was of a <x»ntrary opini-* 
on, and really thought that the afTociation bad been produiQive 
of mifehief, he hadcertcinly a right to be oftehded, In^the 
breafts of thofe who thought with him, that ihofc aiS^ciations 
guarding the minds of the people againft the poilbn of their 
infidious enemies, and awaking them to their danger, the 
prefehc peace and quiet of the country, wa?, in a great mea* 
fiire, to be attributed, no rancour or feverity agaihft the po- 
motcr of thofe aflbciations could fxnd place. Ic would be 
their duty, then, to lay that drcumftance quite out of their 
mind; and fo far the faonourabte gentleman's argument would 
be of no effed. 

The houfe, he again .Taid, muft ground their whole pro^ 
eecdings on the refolution already come to. There was no* 
tiling more, therefore, that they could of themfelves do, to add 
to the effed of that nMcilution. The plan propofedb by the 
honourable gentleman (tHht ofbiirnrng the pamphlet) would be 
doing nothing. If fhopublication were reaUy mifehievous, that 
was not the way lo prevent its pernicious efFcdksj fincecx* 
perience muft inform gentlemen, that they could not take a 
more efiedual method 6f promoting its circulation; thou&rids 
would be fold in confequence of its being burned, that would 
not otherwife he enquired afrer. He begged alfo to alk, if 
gentlemen were ignorant hoW many moft pernicioua^cnfdilets 
were circulating at that very time ? Was parliament to fe- 
ledtfaat on^ ahd’Iieave the reft behind? If gentlemen were 
^ifpofed to comprehend all fuch libds in their cenfure, let 
them d6 it; let ^ committee be appointed to take them all in, 
and make a bon-hre in Palace Yarik If 4 ll that were truly 
gerous ffbr furely they would not ferioufly fay that danger 

VoL. II. 1795. 3 T was 
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was folely to be apprehcjided from the pamphlet in queftion) 
Wjpre committed to the flames, the bonfire would be great in- 
as large a one as Palace Yard would hold. Condemn- 
alone would, in fiicl:, be giving an imprimatf4r to the 
It was better, therefore, to let it go to a regular profe- 
4 l^Dh. If the prefent motion palled, it could not ftop there ; 
foiliething further muft neceflarily be done: and juftice and 
confiflency demanded that they fhoiild fend it to a jury, who 
would give a fair anci impartial verdict on the fubjedh 

For thefexeafons he moved an amendment, to Jrave out all 
but the firft word of tlie motion, and in its place to fubftltute^ 
That an humble addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, befeech- 
ing his Majefty to direct* his Arorney General to profecute 
Mr. John Reeves, as author or publifher of the pamphlet 
called * Thoughts on the Eiiglifli Government;^ and the 
printer of the faid pamphlet.” 

Lord Shiffidd feconded the amendment, and faid he (hould 
think it a lofs of time to notice the extraordinary expreflions 
or cpifodes introduced in the fpeech of the honour¬ 
able gentleman who began the debate, he wilhed at the 
fame time it was not lu ctfiliry to notice the (hameful propo¬ 
rtion, to condtmn a man before he was proved guilty, it 
bad been faid, that this houfc was the moft proper place to pafs 
fewence upon tlie author of the objectionable pamphlet ; he 
thought it was the worft, and he was npprehcnlivehis reafons 
for expreffing that opinion would not flatter either fide of the 
boufe. He obferved one fet of men, inftead of profecuting. 
a libel againft the conftitution, meant to profccute a man 
whom they conli&rcd as having counteracted their views; 
aod on the other liide, he oblerved a difpolition to fluink from 
and withhold the common protection due to a man, whom it 
was evidently intended to opprefs, al hough they did not con* 
ftdtr hini as guilty. \ His great anxiety that the houfe fliculd 
preferve the charaCtei; which became them, obliged him to- 
wifli the pamphlet to he fent to a lair trial, and that the pro- 
fecution fliould be carried on by the Attorney General, in a 
court where the quefiion would be decided by evidence on 
oath*' 

Tht Speaker having put the amendment, 

Mr. Shtrjdan difclaimed all idea of his wifhing to punifK 
any one but the author; nor was be, he declared, very an* 
xious to punifli even him; his chief obje£l was, (hat the 
houfe fhould exprefs its fcntimeius on the doctrine mainiaincdi 
in the book itfdf. 

Mr. Jekyll contended, that Mr. Dundas had not proceeded 

in 
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ill his arguments in a very regular or parliamentary manner. 
He differed from him entirely in his ideas of the propriety 
of fending the cafe to a court of lav/; becaufe, although be 
thought as highly of that tiihunal as any roan in England yet- 
he muff fay that Houf* ought to take care of its own priVilei^es 
ierdf. The right honourable Secretary had argued as if •the 
pamphlet did not contain that which the Honfe had declared it 
did contain. The publication was an attack upon* tbe very 
exiftence of Parliament, ami he regarded it as part of a fyftem 
which had been long aded upon by Mr. Reeves and hiis 'Col- 
leagues all over the country. He was therefore of Qpinidff, 
that fuch an attack was only cognisable by Parliament. A 
warm panegyric had been pronounced upon the ullbciations* 
Did the right honourable gentleman approve of the mode in . 
which the Crown and Anchor affijciatitn had proceeded? 
Had he read the letter of a refpedable friend of bis in the law, 
the brother of a member of that Houfe, who had left the ‘ 
ailociation with a juft contempt for their mtafiires, and had 
ftated to the public his rcalons for leaving them,? Did he 
approve of the idea of a fiditious ftcrctary, or of anonymous 
information being encouraged ? Did he not think that fuch a 
proceeding would be a dilgrace even to a Venetian govern¬ 
ment { By the Crown and Anchor affociation, pamphlets had 
been circulated, in order to cltablifti the Jacobin principle of 
affiliated focietics, at the very time when the fociety were fo 
warmly contcndini againii;?*.!! principles of that defcripticm. 

Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Jekyll obferved, had not laid, that he 
would move for an addrefs to his Majefty to remove Mr. 
Reeves from any place of iruff. Such a motion he trufted 
would be unneceflary, bteaufe he hoped there was virtue 
enough in thi‘executive government not to employ fuch a 
man. Mr. Reeves was a magiliiare, and might ad under 
the laff of the two bilB that had Seen palh He was by one 
claule to go as near to any n>eeting as he fafely could, to 
halloo, and command the meeting to difiierfe; and in the 
next claufe he was to arreff any peifon whom he might con¬ 
ceive to be holding fcditious language. Thus, Mr. Reeves 
was to have a commiffion Terminer for difperfmg any meet¬ 
ing, but not a-comnrnffion of ‘Oyer. 

J'hc Secretary at War (Mr. Windham) in a former debate 
iifx)!! the fubjedt, bad ingenioufly divided and fubdivided the 
libellous matter in the pamphlet. Party he ftid, was matter of 
opinion, part mutter of ladt, and the reft was metaphor. This 
reminded him ol a ftory which he remembered ofiSerreant 
Davy, upon die Weftern ‘Circuit. An aSion was bitoughc for 

3^2 ' Hander 
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fl^indcr, and the fl^nderous wards were, 2 are a pretty fellow ! 
lOiU Jjtfli, a, herp ! You'll be hanged! S^T^eant Davy. 4ifked, 
tte ttp\\j Ipw could tb«ii be called fluader I hcre was 
J^^TOj^plunent, a matter of facf, and a matter ol Jaw; 
♦IXpuVp a pretty fellow that’s a complinicur, You 
horfe*/’ that’s-a matter of faft. You’ll be hanged j” 
t^t^s a matter of law, l"hc complifiicnr, fa€f, and law, how-* 
dyer, amounted together to flander; and To did the matter com¬ 
plained of, taken as a whole, amount to a libcL 

How came it, he would afk, that no geiuicman on the other 
fide of the Houfe had goc up, and denied that Mr. Reeves was 
the author of the pamphlet ! I'he motion of Mr. Shcridaji 
had been founded upon precedci^s. To the objedion that^ 
l^d been adduced againft the Houfc raking judicial cognizaiKc 
o? the libel, he Ihould reply by afking whether ihe Houle, 
previous to the ftate trial?, had not, by their Iccret committee, 
anteceded aud almoft fupcrceded the function of a grand jury ? 
He fhould, therefore, from a due confideration of U>e cafe, vote 
for the motion of his honourable fi iend. 

Jufr, Douglas obferved, that the oppondon of the honouiable 
gentlemen to the amendmcrii was very lingular. They brought 
forward the buhreis j ?.i\d when a motion was made to lend it 


to a jury, who, if they found Mr. Reeves to be the author, 
would apply a much feverer fcnunce uper. the cafe jhau that 
lioufe could, the honourable gentieman would not agree to it. 
It was but juft that prima fueU evidence before the Houfe 
ftppld go to a jury, and if brought before a jury, impunity 
on,could arile fj om Jnnoccnce ; and finely gentlemen could 
to punifh wOien there was not guilt. The amend¬ 
ment itfelf fhe wed that his honourable friend (Mr. Dundas) 
h^dadopted the re/olution of the Hoiii’c \ fotliat the ififinuiirion 
of Mr. Jekyl, that his right honouiablc .'fund had taken ai!- 
vantage of his abfence U> controvert the opinion of thp Houle, 
w^s wiihout the fhadow of foundation. An honourable gen¬ 
tleman (Mr. Sheridan) had faid much about Mr. Reevtb being 
the promoter of the loyal alioclarion \ luppofiijg that point to 
be aS'hc had ftatej ir, and the rcfpoidlbihty of Mr. Reeves for 


ajl the publications of the airociations eftabiidled, wiiat wimid 
they avail to the prd'ent quell ion ? 'f’he honoiiiable gentlcmaa 
had declaimed againft a noble lord (Lord Mornington) for argu¬ 
ing from /Qrap>, while he bimfeif endeavouted to eftabhlh the 
guilt of Mr. Reeves on number or difunited feraps, without 
ever confidcring the context. In the adminiftratioo of juftice, 
when inquiring ir«to a fa£t of which any one was accufed, a 
Jary wcr«f never fuIFeicd to liften to any kind of diftin£t ex- 
^ tihiik 
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trinfic charge ; to liften to the mattet .introduced by the 
honourable gentleman would, therefore, be contrary to the 
cilablifhed principles of the aJmin»ftration of juftic^i Let 
the Moufc call to mind how much declamation had heard 
from gentlemen on the other fide in favour of juries,’Whea 
the confpirators were found not guilty. It was cxtraotdiifety 
that gentlemen flibuld, on the prefent occafion, olyedv 
contend, that if Mr. Reeves was guilty, he would riot be 
found (c>. 

Although he gave great weight to what fell from theCb^* 
cellor of the Exchequer, on the firft night, it did not, 
Mr«'l>ouglas owned, produce peifcfl convidtion in hi$ triind: 
he therefore read the book through, and the refult was, lie 
thought it deferved the moft fevere cenfure. As to his right 
honourable friend’s (Mr. Windham) allertion, that the ofFen- 
five part was a metaphor, he agreed to the truth of it. It was 
a mctaplior, but as plainly, neverthelefs^ as any language, 
however fimple, could exprefs, that the Kingly power Could 
fubfi;!:, and be a legifiature, if the two other parts were de- 
ftroyei The mod guilty expreffion might be clearly exprefled 
in figurative language. A very finguLir inftance of that oc¬ 
curred in the trial ot the late unhappy King of France. The 
detcilablc, infamous Barrere, when he came to give his 
wicked verdict on his defencelefs Sovereign, fpoke in mefta- 
p!ior, and find, Let the tree ol liberty be moiftened with 
the blood of the tyrant.” The more enlightened and illuf- 
tiious regicide Sciyes, horror-ftruck with the levity of the 
other on fuch an occ.ifion, rofe, and exclaimed, “ La Mart 
fans ^/;;v7y5.” The barbaritv in that cafe was heightened by 
the metaphor. And in this tne otFence was not mitigated by 
it. He thought, therelorc, it deftrved the cenfurc of the 
Hoi.fc; and that Mr. Reeves (hould be called upon to make 
a defence, but it (hould go to a court of law, where the pro- 
^cution would be oondu^led with that fairnefs to the de- 
—Jendant, as well as the conftitution, which had alw'ays diftin-, 
guifhed the conduift of his Majetty’s attorney-general; and 
where Mr. Reeves might avail himfelf of the brilliant talents 
of a learned and honourable gentleman on the other fide, 
(Mr. Erikine,) an advantage which he could not have in that 
Houfe. 

Mr. Martin obferved, that the mode of procedure propofedi 
was juftified by precedent; the object of it was not to bura 
Mr. Reeves, but bis book, and therefore he Ihould give his 
YPte for it. 
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Mr* Smith faid, that before he fboiilJ proceed to gi\»e his 
opinion upon the queftion before the Iloufe, he begged to 
m^c one obfervation upon the /pecch of a noble lord wIk> 
had fboken on the other iidc of the Huufe : tliat noble lotd 
(IxOrd Sheffield) had rather infinuateJ than aflerted, that the 
gentlemen who brought this meufure forward, were influenc ed 
more by animofity againfl: an individual, than by a ftridt dc- 
fire of public jufticc. He, however, defired to difikiim every 
infinuation of that kind, both for himfelf and thole gontlcincn 
who agreed with him on this fuhjedt, bccaufc he was fire 
they were, like himfelf, a(5fiiared folely by a fer.fe of their 
duty. As far as his own individual opinion went, he was 
averfc to profecution in general, for publications, uiik'fs ihev 
tended to fomc overt acl of a breach of the peace. However 
ivbfurd, falfe, dr tinconflitutlonal a book might be, unlefs it 
had the tendency he mentioned, he fhould only wifii to mett 
ir with refutation nnd expofure. He was alio ready to de¬ 
clare that, in his opinion, more danger was to be apprehended 
from the works which had been publlflied on the popular fide 
of the qiiertion, than from thofe which appeared on the other; 
becaufe he did not think that, in the preibnt enhghtened Ihite 
of mankind, men could be iciifoned into an attachment to 
dcfpotic monarchy. Some publications not on the popular 
fide of the queftioj) there cerrainiy were, which did, in hi:, 
opinion, call for punilbnicnt ; and, above all, thofe which at¬ 
tributed to-every ptirfon who exerted hur.felf in fupjjoitof 
liberty the mofl atiocions principles. 

With refpecl to the book in quertio.o, it was not necfflary 
to fay. any thing upon its pernic ious tendency, becaul’e the rt- 
jbletioirof the Houfe was dec^hve upon that pi>int; he wifheJ, 
however, rd obftrvc, that thi'^ was not a p.u;*phla, bur 

one of a number founded upon the fame principles, as a pr oi t f 
which he rcicrred to particular pafFages in fome b tiers 
Thomas Bull to John Bull, in whieli, he contciulcd, the fame 
f}o(3.»inc was held. It did, however, appear, unit this focietv 
w»ere convinced that they had gone a Ivctic too fr;r j hnee m 
fome of their later publications, they completely ictracted 
thofe doftrines to which be had alluded. 'Fhi mode propofed 
by his hoilourable friend (Mr. Shendan) he faid, Itruck him 
as the moft confonant with propricry ^ bccaufe if the queition 
were fent before a jury, they muft give a general verdict of 
guilty ox not guilty. Whereas, if the jury were of opinion., 
^Ihat there was not fufEcient evidence n* jufi.ify them in finding 
Reeves guilty of being the author or publilher of ihc 
book, they mutt of courlc bring In a vcrdidt of net ; and 

liOvV 



De;. 14.1 WOODFALL'S PARLlAMF^rTARY REPORTS.^ 5rt 

bow would that vcrdift be conftrued by different parties? 
One fjvle would contend that the jury had acquitted the de¬ 
fendant, becaufe there was not fufficient evidence to convi(% 
him of being the author or publiflier; and the other fide 
would argue chat be was acquitted becaufe the jury were of 
opinion, the pamphlet did not contain any libellous or feditious 
matter. Such a difpute would not, in his opinion, be much 
for the honour of the Hoiife, and therefore he fliould certainly 
;:ive his vote fir the original motion. 

All. '‘Jnikinfon faid, that the repr^rt of the committee con¬ 
tained lomc Infinuntions alluding to a noble lord nearly con- 
with him, (Lord Hawkefbury) \ andfome obfervations 
which h.id f illcni rom different gentlemen during this buffnefs 
of a iimilar tendency^ had induced him to rile for the purpofe 
^>f decla' iug, that, the noble lord alluded to, did not know of 
the booh in qiieftioii until it was made a matter of public dif- 
cuiTion, and that no copy whatever had been lent to his office* 
Witii rcfpcil to the fituation which Mr. Reeves held under 
that noble lord, it was one which he had held for ten years ; 
and he could alleri, that the noble lord was fully fatisfied with, 
the piinifhi.dity and fidelity with which he performed the 
diiiics of his office. 

ieipc(5t to the report of the committee, he did not 
think It did ihe committee much credit: they had afked to 
I'.ave the committee revived, for the purpofe of producing 
fome new and important matter: how far they had fujcccd- 
ed in adding at all to their firft report, he fliouJJ leave to tJ^e 
11 01 ife to determine. 

>//- IVilliam Yoinigc thought the ends of pubUc juffice 
would be fully aniwered, if the author were called to the bar 
of the lioufu, and reprimanded by the Speaker: the feuti- 
iiiei.rs of the lloufe would then go forth into the kingdom, 
and it would be univcrfaljy known that they equally abhorred 
attacks upon every part of the conftitution. 

Mr. Dm faid, ne did not wholly approve of die mode of 
procedure, fuggefled either by the motion or the amendment* 
Much, he obferved, bad been faid with refiR-dt to the philofo^ . 
phical and theorericnl nature of the pamphlet* It did not, in 
his opinion, contain one iota of either, but was too con¬ 
temptible to merit ferious comment. He did not approve of* 
heaping amendment on amendment, but would vote againft 
profecuting the publiflicr. 

Mr. Fox faid, he could not but be of opinion, that the 
committee had done right in reporting all they knew upon the 
fubjeci; and, notwithlTanding what had been faid.by a learned 

geudeman, 
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jentlernijgfcn, (Mr. I>ouglas) he would afk him, whether he 
was foTure that, in politick profecutions, it would be smpro- 
. to bring in evidence of all the fafls connefted with thofe 
^ proiecvtioiis ? With refpe£l to the danger to be apprehended 
froiD the pamphlet, he could not allow that the danger of an 
ar^trary government being cftabliftieil was wholly chimeri- 
oi.; though he was ready to admit that the recent feeling 
which had been excited by the two Bill% had, in a confider- 
able degree, diminiflied his apprehenfion of fuch an event* 
a inixed government like this, however, all publications 
were dangerous which tended to give to one of the parts of 
that government too great an afccnJancy over the reil. It 
inight be afked why, if no profecution were wifhed, all the 
faffs had been flared ? For this plain realbn, to convince the 
Houfe of the impropriety of the pamphlet. What was it that 
he defired ? It was this, that as a pamphlet, fuch as this, hav¬ 
ing been brought before the Houfo, the Ht>ure ihould not con¬ 
tent tbemfclves with a mere vote of ccjifure, butfliould make 
the pamphlet undergo as it were the ignominious punifhment 
of burning. With regard to precedents, he contended that, 
with a very few cxceptioor, they ran in favour of the original 
mption. Tiarly in the prelent reign, a pamphlet, called, Droit 

Roi^'* bad been complained of*, cenfured and burnt. At the 
Commencement of the American war, another pamphlet, 
called the Crijisy had alfo been complained of and burnt. Why 
riicn (hould it be for the honour of the Houfe at prerent to 
fuch tendernefs for the doctrine contained in the pam- 
fblpr, as to exempt it from the punifbment which had been 
on flmilar doctrines ? 

An infinuation had gone forth th.it a wifli to oppofe Mi. 
Ki^es had cxifted, and a noble lord (Lord Slic flicIJ) h^.d 
fl'ated that that gentleman was to be prof euted bccaufc he 
bad counteradco the view's of gentlemen on his fide of the 
Houfi?. He bad not, M *. Fox faid, the leaft hei'itatioit to 
own that Mr. Reeves had countcradlcd his views. His views 
bad been to put an end to ail religious differences. Mr. 
Jeeves’s afTociation, however, had tried to li^ht up the flame 
of religious dtfeord all over the kingdom. His own objedt 
bad always been to preferve the balance between all the parts 
of the government. Mr. Reeves, by tiie circulation of 
Mr. Soamc Jennings’s dodlrines, and other pamphlets, had 
tried to deftroy that balance, he was, therefore, not afhamed 
tq fay,, that Mr. Reeves had counteraiSlcd his views. He 
kfid ^kncioned Mr. Soaraq Jennings’s pamphlqt; hehad.read 
SI when it fiift came out^ he thought it ingenious and inno¬ 
cent* 
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Though Mr. Jenoiogs wrote did Mr* 

I^eeyes circulate It innocently ? Tfeediff^cncc lay 
ill,that circujmftaucc altogether/. . I 

Argiimenta had been ufed to (hew that the Houfc,Jif they 
adopted the mQti<|n> the Hoirfe woul^ at t^c (amo |^nje^ ^ 
judge and jury. ^Was it not In the nature of je 

muft be fo ? and in a cafe which related tq l^be 
of the Houfe, how could it be ptherwife ?* Could Wy 
courts below vindicate thfir privilegc$j. in ajny other 
than by adling both as. judge and jury ? If he were 
Whether he would flop there, his reply would be, that ho had 
no objedtion. He had no objexStion alfo to fending for 
Reeves to the bar. At the bar he might make his difen<^ 
and comment upon the evidence that had been adduced agfihlc 
him, in order either to difprove it or abate' its force and 
plicatiopf So little folicitous was he with refpeS to puni& 
ment, that he foould not have cared much about burniz^ 
pamphlet, if Mr. Reeves had not been at the head of tbCfe 
allbciations s and if that and other pamphlets, circulated by 
thefe aSbeiations, had not come out of the fame (hop. Tm 
removal from a place of truft was, he admUted it, a fovere 
punilhment; but was it not inflidted in csfos where particu^ 
lar telU were not taken ? Had it not been indidl:cd in 
fimilar to the prefeht ? In the cafe of the Bifhop of Worcef- 
ter, who had Interfered in an ele&ion, did not the Houfein 
the reign of Q^qn Anne petition her Maje'fty to remove bi|ti 
from the ofocc of Almoner to her Majcfty ? 

Mr. Fox concluded, by defiring the entries on the jpifmaJk 
refpecling the pamphlets /?«/> U lot and the Cri^s to be reat 
The ChanLellor Exchequer referred to two prccodeiwa 
of a contrary tendency* that oi' Mr* Murray, in 1751 j iwi 
that of a pamphlet called the South Britop, in which ^ 
Houfe had ordered pfofecutions by the Atrorney General." ^ 
Sir IVillsam J)olhen rofe, and was proceeding to vindicate 
and deferid the pamphlet^ when he was called to order by the 
Speaker, who to}d him that the Houfe having voted this a 
libeli if was ngt permitted, to any member to defend it, unlels 
he meant to refeind the refolutiop voting it to be a libel.^ ‘ ^ 
Sir William, however, ftill proceeded- He obferved, that 
the pamjAlet ftated th^t ^ the King makes and executes" the 
laws.** Thi^ was true and conftiiucional lauguag?, and 
properly explained by what followed* The TCmg,’* Wd 
Sir William, make? the jaw, for there can he no lajfc withodt 
him. We piake the A6ls, but they are not Jaws until thdy 
receive his fan^ion.’* This was true and cqnfticuiiad^ 
Voi.!!. 1795. 3U ■ trinci 
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tri^4.8|nd hisMajcftjr might ftill maintoin the Kihgly office, 
two ^ranches were lopi)ed ofF. Tne whole 
innocent, if taken with the context. Sir William 
l^en again called to order, finiihed by obferVing, 
after the refolution which had paiTed the H^ufe, he 
•%>«dd not vote at all, either for the original motion, .n9r for 
the amendment. 

^r. Sheridan obferved, that if the honourable Baronet 
cliofe to defend the principles of the pamphlet, he might 
movo to adjourn the debate; and if that was carried, he 
would have an opportunity of moving that the refolution of 
the Houle might be refeinded, in which cafe be might, if he 
pfea&d, enter into a vindication of the vrhole of the pam¬ 
phlet. 

‘ Chancellor of the Exchequer faid that the Houfc could have 

no defire of multiplying fuperfluous^ debates ; and therefore 
bo^id no fuch adjournment would take place. 

Mr. Courtenay faid, it had been propofed that the hangntan 
0iould be employed to burn the pamphlet in queftion, he 
wilh'ed to pro[^e, as a conciliatory meafure, that Mr. Reeves 
himlclf Ihould be the executioner on the occafion; and that, 
if ncccffary, Mr. Arthur Young Ihould affift him, which he 
coniidered lo be as fair and equitable a propofal as could be 
made. 

‘. The Secretary at War faid, as the Houfe had decided upon 
^ work, he would not prefumc to defend it ;• but he would 
that if the principles contained in that book were juf- 
finable, there, neverthelefs, did not appear any proof of bad 
in^ixtion in the author. The book was not printed in a 
chlap edition (as many grofs libels on the otherfide had been) 
for the purpofe of being more eafily circulated among the 
loiter clafies of the people. He was happy to hear thofe gen* 
tieihen profefs fuch anxiety fbr the prefervation of the confti- 
tution in all points ; hitherto they h»d feen, urtmoved, innu¬ 
merable libels attacking the moitarchical parr of the conftiru- 
tion; thofe watd^ful guardians, however, were tbcn .afleepi 
but when a pamphlet appeared on the other fide, then their 
vigilance was roufed, and all their vengeance called forth. 
He combated the various arguments advanced by Mr. Sheri¬ 
dan, with eloquence, perfpicuity, and ftrength of argument. 
The fudden change which had taken place in the opinion of 
thofe gentlemen with refped to juries, was, be faid, worthy 
notice ; at one time they were idolized, and their decifions 
esreo ferabdve thofe of the Houfe of Coenmohs; it fo hap¬ 
pened, bowev'er, that fclpe^ng this cafe^ the opinions- of 

genilemea 
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gentlemen were changed, and they were afraid to venture be-* 
fore a jury. The Secretary at war concluded with declaringi 
that feeling himfelf bound by the decifion of the Houfe to ad* 
mit that this was a libel, he fhould give hiS vote for a prbfc* 
cution by the Attorney-General, rather than for any 6thcc 
mode of procedure. ‘ ’ 

Sir Wtlliam Ybung explained. * 

Afr, Wilberforce fupported the amendment. ^ 

Mr, Maui ice Rohinfon exprelTed his regret that the debate 
had taken a party turn. He conceived the conftitution t 5 be 
deeply interefted in the queftion, and if the Houfe gave the 
punilhnjcnt out of their own hands, it was giving up every 
thing. He compared the pamphlets of Mr. Reeves arid 
Mr. Arthur Young, to two vipers ftranglmg the confti* 
tution. 

Mr, Sheridan fald, that the gentlemen on his fide of the 
Houfe were only defirous of reprobating the doftrine in the 
pamphlet. They had no defirc of profecuting the author^ 
though he had been the man who had chiefly, by his dark and 
furious fpint, given rife to all the profecutions which bad 
taken place. He read the names of fome of thofe profccutioni, 
and defired to know whether, when the Houfe were paifing 
bills, which, they Cud, were neceffary to reprefs the attacks 
upon one fide, they ought not to (hew an equal wilhngnefs to 
proteft the conftitutgjn on the other ? 

Sh G. P. Turner faid, he was againft burning the pamphlet by 
the hands of the common hangman, which, he faid, would onl^ 
draw a crowd of idle people together, make them ncgle^ their 
bufinefs, and occafion a great lofs to the community. 

The gallery was then cleared of ftrangers, when the original 
queftion was put, and negatived. 

It was propofed, on Mr. Dundas*s motion, to addrefs the 
Crown to profecute John Reeves, E(q. together with the 
printer and publiftier. 

Mr, Sher tdan moved to amend this, by leaving out the 
printer, which was agreed to; on putting the main qucfrion. 
Sir William Dolben and Mr. Dent infifted upon dividing the 
Houfe, when they were told out, it appearing that the number 
members prefent were only, 

- 24 , , 

Jxoes - . - . 4 , j 

Majtntf 20 ,, 

The Houfe was neceflarily adjourned, and the queAierf.- 
mained undecided. 

U 2 
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^ HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

TfyjBfDAYj December 15. 

iftic bill for enlarging the charter of the t»Qiidon Aflurance 
04^ was read a diird time and pafled. 

The biD for regulating the conveyance of newf^pers, and 
the printed voces of Parliament by poft, was read a third time, 
and paded. 

TOBACCO 1 >UTY, 

On die thcrd reading of the bill for granting to his Majefty 
an additional duty of 4 d. a pound on tobacco. 

General Tarmon brought up feveral claufes for fupplying 
noO-comtniffioned officers and foldiers, while on board tranf- 
portS^ith tobacco, duty free. After fome obfervattons from 
Mr. bundas, General Smith, and the Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer, they pafled, and were made riders to the bill. 

PRIVILEGE OF THE HOUSE* 

The Speaker informed the Houfe, that he had received a letter 
from a member, which he thought it his doty to lay before 
them, as it referred to their privileges. 

He then gave the letter to the clerk to read. It was figned 
H. Speed ^ and dated, that, being abfent from borne for a fort¬ 
night, he had not had notice of the late call of the Houfe, not 
baoing feen any paper, in which the call was mentioned, in that 
time: but that, if he had had notice of it, he could not have 
atceoded, being obliged to attend the decifion of an aSion at 
law, in i^icb be was concerned. That be had been arrefted, 
in the lile of Man; and conceiving bis arreft to be a breach 
of fiivtiege, thought k fais duty to inform the Speaker of 
the droui^ance, in order thaic he might lay it before the 
Hotife. 

The letter being read, the fpeaker fubmitted k to rhe Houfe, 
whether the regular procefs would not be to refer the letter to 
a committee of prmteges. 'Phis appearing to be the fenfe 
pf the Houfe, a motion was put, and carried in the affirmative. 

That the fubjedl matter of the faid letter be referred to a 
committee of privileges i and that the faid committee do fit 
the next day. 

LIBEL. 

Mr^ Sheridan moved. That the further confidcration and 
difeuffion of the motion on the report of the committee, ap.. 

* j)oinM 
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{Min^ to inquire who was the author of the pamphlet intidetJi 
“ Thoughts on the E^Bgiyh Govemmenty’ ^W^wh-jha*! been • 
interrupted the preceding night, be reiiimea j 'aSid JiC observed, , 
that though he was avcrfe to the particular mode of proceeding 
propofed by the inotion, but as it was not prt^ofed to e^tte^ 
to profecuting of the printer and pubhiher, be wa<'a*dtfe"t<^ 
the affair reftit^ where it was, and therefore moved, ** 
humble addrefs be prcfented to h's Majefty, that i» wotfld’he 
gracioufly pleafed to defire his Majefty’s attomcy-getiliTal %' 
profecute John W cevcs, Efq. as the author or publiflier'dife*'' 
printed pamphlet, entitled, “ Thoughts on the Engliih Go¬ 
vernment,”, which Was then put and carried,- jw/b. .fy 

PEACE. 

Mr. Fix brought up a petition from twenty dioufand three 
hundred and odd inhabitants .of Manchefier, ftAting, tiw cal^r 
inities of the war, and praying for immediate pe«ce^-which was 
ordered to lie on the table. .. 

Coiontl Stanley brought up a counter petition from 28,000 
inhabitants of the feme place, reprobating the other, and de¬ 
claring their entire reliance on the difpoAcion of his Majeftf, 
and the wifdom of his couiKil, for oking the earlieft a^ 
pruperefi time for effe^ng a permanent and .honourable 
peace. 

SCDiTlOUS. MEETIHCS BILU 

The QjaneeUvf ef the Exekifntr moved, that the amend¬ 
ments made by the lords in the biff ageiisft iie(Htious owetiii^ 
and afiembiks be read and agreed to. u> 

Mr. Fix rofe to oppofe it. It was the praflioe of diet Hoofe 
(he faid) not only to rejeft any money bills, if altered Jn the 
lords, but aifo to rqe& a any alteration fhould be mode im 

any part of it which tended to lay a fine or pecuniary penalty tjki' 
the people; in the latter point of view he objedfod tothis faittt; 
If, therefore, the amendment then before them went to dnt 
objed, smd was to have that efie^ be believed tbtt no im- 
portance, which cotdd be attributed to the bill, wouid induce 
tte Houfe to wave its antient and acknowledged privilege. 
There was an iteration made which fobftituted thewonl 
“ fefonies,” inftead of the word “ oficnce.” He would 
cx^ain to the Houfe how far that went. As the hill wSs fent 
up to the lords,, all the t^nees againft k in Scotland wen bo 
-be punilhed with death; the lords had altered it, -that aU 
fekmee mtly, as mentioned in ifee oft; fltould .be puniflieiijl 
wiris death.; aod the offences, which were not ftjotiks, .wen 

puhitlied 
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puniOied .with fine. The operation of this altcratio^^wouW be 
mate p^fons liable to a fine who v^ere not fp by the bill as 
,&i^|jiirom the commons; upon that, principle he conte^ided^ 
bill muft be rejeded altogether. 

, C^nceihr of the Exchequer agreed in Uio tp the^prin- 

laid down by the right honourable^gentleman, and ob¬ 
eyed, that however important the bill might in its nature be^ 
ted bowever, neceflary it might be to pals it into a law with 
4^editlon« that nechmty /hould by no means fuperfede the 
,pbl»itence whiph that Houie owed to its own ordinances, and 
tte vi^Iant attention they ought to pay to their privileges, if 
it was found to trench in the fmalieft degree upon them, or 
pven if there was a doubt upon that fubjed. In every point 
of view, however, in which it could be taken, there was no 
l^ilible queftion more free from doubts. The amendment 
inade in the lords was a mere elucidation of what the Hoiife 
•mull havp intended, though they had exprefied it ambiguouily; 
as it coul4 not pierely be the intention of any man in that 
Houle to award the penalty of death in Scotland to the fame 
crime to which in England a penalty of only 50L was annexed. 
.'The lords thte, in removing that miftake, had gone no farther 
than the commons intended to go. In proof of this, he re* 
ferred to a prior claule, in which the penalty of 50]. was 
attached to the ofience in Scotland as well as in England , 
and alfo to the end of the bill, wheiae, in the claufc for reco- 


.very of the forfeitures, it dire£ls, that they (ball be recovered 
^by . afiion of debt, in the courts of Weftminfier, and in the 
^fourts of judiciary in Scotland ; fo that the Houfe had the 
.jfipcuniary penalty in view all along; and the amendment was 
merely an affirmance of their intentions. 

Unlefs the Houfe could, therefore, be fuppofed capable of 
mondrous abfurdity of annexing both death and a particular 

e cuniary penalty to bind the fame olTence, the matter was 
yond a doubt. What put it ftill more fo was, fuppofing 
.that to be the cafe, the peteniary penalty was already provided 
. by the commons ^ and the only alteration that the lords could 
be fuppofed to make, was in taking away the penalty of death; 
their right to do which could not be called in quedion. Under 
thofe circumftances, he hoped that the right honourable gen- 
. tlcm^n. would, fee the futility of his objedions, and agree to the 
.;^en4nnents being takea jnto confuteation. 

' Afn Fox faid, that “ the meaning” of the Houfe of Com- 
fnppf.was a ioole and indefinite expr^iom He .had nothing 
with the intention of individual members, the intention 
the Houfe muft be the legal conftru^tion/^ and by the 

legal 
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legal conftrudion of the bill, 65 font up by the commons, the 
penalty of death and cortfifcaiion of iti^abtes did attach on 
certarn offences, which by the amendmtint l^re only liable to 
the penalty of 50I. Ccnfilcation, he faid,-muft includtfall’i 
man’s property, and therefore rendered nugatory the fine of 
50I. even under the idea of the right honourable 
that offences in Scofland were made liable to that firth 
the bill was amended’. The amendment, therefore^ b^talfirig 
off that confifeation^ did create a fine, ' It might faidv'th^ 
the amendment impofed a fine, at the fame time that it 
leafed from a fine; no doubt it did, a fine with a vengeance, 
it confifeated all moveables j but the principle of jeafoufy ajpl- 
plied as well to the diminution as to the increaie of a pecuniarj^ 
penalty, 

Mr. Secretary Dundas faid, the amendment by the lords wife 
not necclTary, the legal conftruilion being, tbiert if an appro^ 
priate penalty be contained in any aA^as applying to a pird^ 
cular fpecics 6f crime, no general penalty afterwards expreffed 
ihould attach. The penalty of 50I. being particularly men¬ 
tioned in a prior claufe to attend certain IpteCified offencjW, die 
other penalty of death, and cohfifeation of moveables, could 
not be incurred for the fanriC offences. The right honourable 
gentleman had faid, that the confifeation of moveables, com¬ 
prehended all property; he did not, however,’confider that 
moveables were only a dtftind: fpecies of property^ and that 
the fine of 50I. might attach on the other parts of tJie offender’s 
pofleflions. Although he did not think„('fpeak'ng as a lawyer) 
that the amendment was necc’flary, yet he could not objt^^ to 
it on a principle of jealoufy, it being only to render more clear 
the intention of the common^. 

The amendments were then agreed toi 

The Speaker to the Houfe the prc^rlcty of afpecrbl 

entry on the journals of the Houfe, which ftiould ftate the 
tives upon which the Houfe agreed to tiie .n]iendQgK|g^,as iHey 
might be liable to mifconftru<Sion« He^tidntioned*^^|l^ede|tc 
in the year 1781, where a fpecial entry'had 
journals of the reafons which* induced the Houfe to concur 
in an amendment, which^ieemed to infringe the general prin¬ 
ciple. Hd' thought, therefore^ that fomeching fimilar fhoidd 
be done, on the prefent occalion, to prevent future mrC- 
conception of their condu< 9 ; in adopting the lords artier^ 
ment. 

After feme confultation what he fuggefted was determined 
on, and the following declaration ordered to be inferted on the 
journals: That it appears to this tioufr that tbe alteration 

made 
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in this bill by ths lords, do^ not in viy refpe£i lay any 
additton} fine, or ptcunury penalty, ppon the peo(dp>*’ 

7 le CkanetUar ^ fht ^tab/ftur was then aj^inted to take 
bill to the lords, and inform them that the Hou^ «f Coiu- 
UtoAS had agreed tp (he amendments. 

{.OAN BUI» 

On die motion for the third reading loan bQl. 

Mr. ftyS^m Smith rofe, and faid, he did not well know 
whether that was the proper time ior making bis intended 
motion. 

Tht ChauetlUr ef the Exehefuer obfcrved, that the honour* 
^ile gentleman’s motion could not podibly interfere with the 
hill. The houfe bad already given its fan^iun to the Joan, 
by declaring, that eighteen millions Ibould be raifed. Any 
motion the honourable gentleman might have to make upon a 
queftion between him, the Chancellor of 'the Exchequer and 
others, was wholly unconneSed with the matter. 

Mr. Smith tt was at that time a matter ef iadilFerence 
to him, but he wilhcd he had moved it before, and oppofed 
4be fecond reading of the bUI. When the bill palled the Houfe, 
however, be woind lay his motion bafoie them. 

' 1 he bill was then read a third time, and pa^d. 

StAVE TRADE. 

Mr. Wilhe’/irce rofe to fay a few words on the fubjcfi of 
the fli’ve tiade. So little attention had been lately paid to 
iriiat fubjefi, that it might be neceflary to remind the Houfe, 
that the £rft of January enfaing, was the period which had 
Iseen nam’d in 1793, for the abolition of that difgracefu} 
tn^C. He bad on this account greatly wilh’d to bring for* 
ward that fubjedl before the ChiilTmas recefs. It ftrucK bis 
mind that this would be peculiarly proper alfo on another 
account. When the Hpufo was engag’d in dcvifiug the bell; 
means of checking the {^ogrefs of licentioufnefs, it teem’d to 
tethe moft proper tipsy to mark the teal nature of the priiici* 
w&ich adluated them, by Hopping a praClice which 
violated what were really the rights of human nature. But 
the truth was, that he found gentlemens minds fo pre*0cu- 
pied by other topics, that he could not hope to obtain a fair 
iteaiing: in juftice therefore to bis cauie, he had refolv’d to 
fufpend itfurthe prefent, and to bring it forward feon after 
the hcdnlays, of which intemion he wilh’d what he had now 
laid to be cor.flJercd as a notice. ' 

Mr. Fex faid be felt great fatisfa^lion at hearing the ho- 
nobiable gentleman cxprels the intentions be did; be main* 
mined that there was no political objedl of, more value, or 

more 
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m'ore deferving the atterttion of Parliament. He was forry, 
for the credit'of the Houfe, that he had engaged for and pro- 
miicd what he had not fulfilled ; and he wiihed they would 
ilJheir honour by a full confideration of the whole flate 
of that trade. He hoped the honourable gentleman would 
purfue it with his wonted laudable vigour; that he wou|d re¬ 
collect the Hoijfe liad fent their documents to the lord^ and 
had not fince heard of the lords having proceeded in it; that he 
would inform hiirifelf whether they had proceeded or not; and 
if they had not, whether their negleCt arofe from neceiEty 
or from flight to the Commons. Of all thefe circumftanccs 
he hoped the right honourable gentleman would inform Kim- 
fclf w'cll: and, finally, he cxprelTed his hopes that the Houfe 
would give the fubjeCtfull and fair difeufHon, and endeavour 
to recover the lofs of character they had fuftained by their fu- 
pinenefson this moft important and intercftingfubjecl. 

THE LOAN. 

Mr. TF. Sr 7 ulh rofe to make his promifed motioji relpecting 
the loan. He propofed to proceed upon the fantegrounds that he 
had fet out upon, namely, thofe of public expediency and public 
juffice.The parties were uneafy that they were not in the way of 
ftating the tranfaClion, and laying evidence before the Houle ; 
more particularly as they heard, that the fubjeCl was not con- 
fidercd in the fame point of view without doors, as it had 
been by that Houfe. He did not wifh to throw more cenfurc 
than was deferved; and if arguments did not bear him out, he 
would not endeavour to fupport his caufc by coarfe cpitbet?. 
His object wasi that a committee Ihould be appointed to inquire 
the nature and circunaftance of the loan, which would put 
parties hereafter more on their guard \ and particularly, that 
buyers of a loan fhouid know, that in cafe of an extravagant 
bargain, it would be fubjeCl to revifion. He would not enter 
at prefent much at large into the firft part of the proceeding. 
He only begged leave to make a Angle obfcrvation on tnc 
point on which the Chancellor of the Exchequer lud refled his 
defence, iiarnel)', that he was under a pledge to the con- 
traftors for the former lean, not to bring a new Loan into 
tile market, before the lad inltallment on the laft year’s was 
filled up. That pledge, however, had entirely cfcapcd the 
memory of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, .ind the exift- 
ence of the pledge refted wholly upon the credit of the go¬ 
vernor of the Bank, who could not be faid to be a difiiitereHcd 
I'crfon on the prefent point. It was he, who had firfl an¬ 
nounced to monied men, that a competition waste take place, 
and it was upon his rccollcflion of a previous pledge that the 
VoL.II. l7^v X '' Ci'ginal 



jft» WOOOTALL’S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Couuom*. 

original plan of competition had been laid afide. Sup* 
ponng however (he pledge really to have exiAed, what 
ought to have been the conducEl of the right ^ hpnour- 
ublt gentleman ? Ought he not to have come down 
and advifed with the Houfe, befoie lie had wantonly 
tlirown away 18o,oool. of the public money ? Might not a 
imall loan have been contra£tcd for with Mt. Boyd to fupply 
the cxigeocies of the public fervice, till the laft inftalment of 
the laft year’s loan was paid ? He would not have refufed to 
enter into fuch coniradl, or e!fe he would juftly have debarred 
himfelf from all competition in future. If an engagement had 
been contrafled to the fubferibers for the laft year’s loan 
that no new loan Ihould be made till theirs was paid up, they 
might have been applied to furnifli a fmall one to fupply the 
neceility, which, if they had refufed to do, they would have 
difeovered themfelves to be perfons very little deferving pub* 
lie favour. There was lilcewife a degree of perfonal injufticc 
fufFered by Mr. Morgan and his fubfcribeis. It was not 
cuftomary to fix the bargain fo foon as had been done this year, 
and the matter had been adjufted before they knew it was to 
take place. It had been ftated by the Chancellor of the £x* 
chequer, that the determination of Mr. Morgan and his 
friends to contracl for the loan might have been affeded by 
the referve of a loan for the Emperor, and the funding of five 
millions of navy debt; but for thefe Mr. Morgan had been 
prepared, and this was proved by a letter he wrote to the 
Chancellor nine days before the loan was fettled. After¬ 
wards the letter read by his honourable friend, Mr. Hufley, 
on a former occafiun, was written, to prove that if parlia¬ 
ment had really rejeded the terms of the loan, the money 
would have been fupplicd from another quarter. 

Mr. Smith proceeded to examine the merits of the bargain 
which had been concluded. The intereft was faid to be 
41.13s. 6d. and the Chancellor of the Exchequer boafted, from 
this rate of intereft, that the bargain was good. If he could 
prove, then, that the intereft paid by the country was, in fad, 
41.17s. 6d. it would follow that the bargain was bad, becaufe 
this difference upon fuch a capital was immenfe. The loan, 
he faid, confifted of two parts. For every lool. advanced by 
the fubferibers, they were to have a capital of X45I. bearing 
3 per cent, intereft, befidcs 6s, 6d. long annuities, which, in 
the fpace of four years, would advance the intereft to 5 per 
cent. Laying the 6s. 6d. long annuities, howevei, entirely 
out of the queftioni the 3 per cent, on the 1451, capital, to¬ 
gether 
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gether with the difcount, made an 'intereft of 4I. 17s. 6d. for 
lool. borrowed by the counfry. 

The circumftincc of the meflagc which his Majefty had 
been graeioufly plcafed to fend down' to the Houfc, next 
challenged Mr. Smith’s animadvcrfioii. The bargain for the 
loan was concluded juft tliirieen days before the meffage waj 
brought down; and he alked the Houfe what circumftarttes 
had occurred in France, which immediately affe£lbd the rela* 
tive fituation of that country with this, to render that 
meflage expedient at the time it was brought down, and in¬ 
expedient and unforefeen at the time when the loan was con¬ 
tracted for ? The fuccefles of the Auftrians were knowi^ 
before the budget was opened, and he knew of no other change 
in the fituation of France. Befides the lofs, however, which 
the country had fuftained from tins arrangement, he did not 
know in what terms to fpeak of it. Within three days after 
the bargain was concluded, the loan bore a profit to the fub- 
fciibers of no lefs than 250,000!. which was a profit little Icfs 
than all the loans during the American war had brought to the 
contraftors, though Lord Norih was often reprobated for ex¬ 
travagance^ and even in one inftance convifted of corruption. 
l>)uring the American war there were feven loans, amounting 
in all to 57 millions, and bearing a premium in the grofs of 
2,475,0001. and the prefent loan, three days only after tlie 
opening of the budget, bears a premium of only 2oo,oool, kfs 
than all the American loans put together. The average pf 
intereft of Lord North's loans did not exceed 4J per cent, the 
average intereft of the loans made by the prefent Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, though they were made when the country 
was in a ftate of much greater profperity than during the 
American war, was no lefs than 5^; per cent. In the courfe 
of the laft four years, fifty-one millions had been borrowed j 
and if the loan of eleven millions, formerly contrafted for by 
Mr. Morgan, was thrown out of the account, which did not 
bear a twcnty-fixth part of the grofs amount of the premium 
on thefe loans, the intereft whicli the country would be found 
to have been paying was about 7 per cent. The next point 
was, under what circumftances had the bargain been made ? 
Had it been even in the moft profperous fituation of the 
country, this loan was of a nature fo improvident, that it 
ought not to have been contradled; but, in fiidft, the bargain 
was concluded at a period, when, cxclufive of this new loan 
of 18 millions, the debt of the country amounted to the fum of 
388 millions; the annual intereft of the debt to the fum of 
10,640,0001* During the laft nine years there had been paid 

X 2 off 
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off a futn of about 15 mUJions, three p£r cents, but the fum 
of 98 millions had l^een added. The annual fum allotted 
for the liquidation of the national debt, did, indeed. In theory, 
put. tbe period at no great diftnnee; but theory, in many 
mid^nces, differed from tait and pradtice. Even fince the year 
f79f, though the ways and means had been il'ated to exceed 
. ihj expenditure, yet the deficiency of 1791 was 430,000!. in 
1792 ftill more; and in 1793 it even amounted to the fum of 
8oo,ecol. and in the laft year to a very large fum indeed. 
Add to all this, that fince the year 1784, five millions 
annum ot new taxes had been laid on. Thus circumftanced, 
if any one of the caufes of our profperity ftiould fail, whcr<- 
w6uld the taxes be found to pay for fuch an enormous accu¬ 
mulation of debt: There was more money, Mr. Smith nuiiii- 
tair.jed, thrown away by the premium on the loan, than by all 
the rcdudlion in the expenditure of the public offices. It 
would buy the fee fimple of every reform made by Mr. Burke^s 
bill, and almoft double the amount of the penfion lift of the 
country. He ftated his feafons for wifhiiig to inftiiute an 
enquiry to be, to clear private charadter, and provide belter 
for the public iiitercft in future ; at the fame time, he declared 
he was r-ady to acquit the right hoijourable gentleman oj' 
every finiftcr inrenti.m in the tranfjdtioii. lie laid, he hrd 
been informed of one circumftance, that of the numerous pc. - 
fons who compofed the lilt of Boyd and Co. the greater par: 
tvcie fijut i.ut of a lai'gc pcMtion of their fuhfcripiions, when 
it was found that fo confulerable a attached to the loan. 
Hte thought it was of fome irnportaricc, that perfons who 
delivered i;i their names to n contradlor’s lift, ibould be at 
fome degree of certainty. He confidered the public intereft 
to be rnatcriidly concerned in the tranfaflions of this loan; 
and chat a comnduce of the Houfe ought to be fatisfied that 
there was n fufficient rcafon for altering the ufual mode of 
making fudi bargains, and for that prodigious lofs which had 
been iuttaineJ, and whether by a proper fore-fight it might 
not have been prevented. CJii all thefc accounts, he would 
conclude witii moving, That a committee be appointed to 
enquire into th'’ circuniftances of the late loan.*^ 

Chancclkr of the Exchequer faid, that the vote which 
he felt himfclf inclined to give upon the motion then before 
the Houfe,'would not make it neceffary for him to trouble the 
Houfe very much at large upon the prefeiu occafion; bccaufe 
howevti he rriight diftcr from the honourable gentleman in 
many of the topics he had brought forward in his fpecch, he 
not differ fiom him ia. thinking it,was important in the 

view 
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view of the public intefefl^; important to the charaftcr of thofc 
who were intcreded in the loan, to have,an enquiry inf^ituted 
into the mode in which it was negociatcd: particularly fo, after 
obferving how much ftrefs was laid, and a fuppofed impreffion 
made^n the public mind, in confcqucnce of a departure from 
a lyftem which had been ufually adopted by him in ncgociating 
loans. Feeling the queftion in this view, he regretted that the 
fituation of bufinefs to be tranfacSed in parliament repdered it 
inconvenient chat this bufinefs Oiould come before a committ^ 
of the whole Houfe; if it were not fo, he confidered i6e ^ 
matter to be fo important, that, were a motion made for fui>^* 
mitting i: to a committee of the whole Houfe, he fhould fcel 
himP^If much difiiiclined to oppnfe it. As fuch a committee 
would, hov/cver, be attended with much public inconvenience, 
he was willing that a mcafure (hould be adopted that would 
;^pproach neareft to fuch a committee. He meant a com* 
mittee up ftairs, which fliould be an open committee, that 
every perfon who chufed to attend might have accefs to it; 
and, fo far was he from endeavouring to avoid enquiry into 
this bufinefs, that he felt himfelf thankful to the honourable 
gentleman for bringing forward fuch a motion. He was 
aware he had often refifted enquiries in that Houfe. He 
knew he had often been charged with having alledged iii^ 
linccrc motives for that rcfiftance; and that he had often 
jefiflcd enquiriei., not on public, but on perfonal grounds. 
Whether thefe charges had been rightly made or not againtt 
him, he had no occafion then to ilifcufs. He had refilled them 
upon a principle which he Aiould always adhere to, when he 
law it fairly applic.ible to the fubjeS. The principle was,£hat 
all enquiry in that Houfe ought to be refilled, if entering into 
it manifeilly tended to a public inconvenience, and did not on 
the face of it promife a public pradical utility. Upon the 
application of that principle, many gentlemen in that Houfe 
differed from him upon fcvcral motions; hut he had heard no¬ 
thing from them that .had tended to fliake his opinion as to 
the principle ufelf; and therefore he begged it to be unlder- 
ftood, that, by agreeing to this enquiry, he did not pledge 
himfelf to relax from the rule to which he had conllantly 
adhered. He was glad, however, that, upon this occafion, he 
could agree to the enquiry. He vi^as glad too, that he had 
not, in this ffage of the proceeding, any occafion to make fo 
many obfervations as fomc gentlemen might have fuppoied he 
.intended to do. 

There were many parts of the fpcech of the honourable 
gentleman which might be laid om of the queftion, at the 

prefect 
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prcfent moment. But when he ftated that the enquiry was 
jieceiTary for the charader of the governor of the Hank, he 
begged it to be underfibod diftm^ly, that he had not refted 
bis juftification of any ihare he had in this tranfai^ion on the 
bj^inion of the Governor of the Bank; nor did he reft it on 
ibe opinion of any other perfon whatever. The governor and 
Sic deputy governor of the Bank were indeed witnefles to 
the tranfadlioii, but he had a£led folely upon his own opinion, 
he did not ftatc the governor or deputy governor of the 
Bank as his authority; he only ftated that they were witnefles 
to the tranfaAion. He ftated this in order that there might 
be no mifapprchenfion upon the matter, when it Ihould here¬ 
after come to be argued. There was another part of the 
fpeech of the honourable gentleman, which he muft leave out 
of the queftion. He meant the opinion which was to be 
enteitained of the cOndu£l to fome of the fubferibers to the 
loan, after it became a profitable one; becaufe he declared 
inoft ferioufly, and without the lead riik of being contradicted, 
that neither in this nor any other loan did he icnow the lead: 
of the manner in which it had been difiributed. He had 
never, either dircflly or indiredily, interfered in that r^fped, 
and what fharc had been allowed to different perfons of this 
loan he was totally ignorant. He knew only who were the 
perfons who had figned the contraCi with him. They were 
perfons of weight and eminence, fufficient to induce him to 
believe they were likely to perform their engagement. 

There were two or three other parts of the fpeech of the 
bonourabie gentleman, which it would be unneceflary for him 
to go into at that time. One part of it, however, was fo 
plain, that he need not have laboured much to prove it, viz. 
uiat if the bargain for the loan was an improvident one 
for the public, it muft have been highly improper, becaufc of 
the additional burden of the debt. This was a felf-evidcnt 
propofition, and therefore he ftiould not endeavour to refute 
it; the queftion was, whether the bargain at the time, and 
niider all the circumftances in which he made it, was an 
improvident bargain ? If it could be made out that he 
could at that time, under all the circumftances, make R 
better bargain for the public, he muft fubmit to the cenfure 
that ought to follow. Such a meafure ought not to be 
defended. If he had occafioned the lofs of two millions, 
dr of one million, to the public, by that bargain, no man 
living would deny that he had made a very bad bargain; 
Sie degree of guilt to be imputed to him was not, how¬ 
ever, to be governed by the fum v^hicb the contractors might 
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profit by the loan, it was to be judge4 of upon confidera- 
tion of circumftances antecedent to the prefent period. And 
here he muft beg leave to take notice of the general in 
which gentlemen had chofen to ftate the queflion. Tnejr 
Hated a lofs of two millions to the public, becaufe they faid 
there was that profit to the fubfcribers. By that mode of 
treating the fubje6l, there was no allowance whatever to be 
made for any profit to the fubfcribers, but all that they bad/ 
reafon to contemplate as their gain at the time of making the 
bargain, and all that from various fuccefles abroad they had 
gained fince, was to be taken as fo much lofs to the public. 
At the moment of contraAing for the loan, they confidered the 
whole fum, which from a concurrence of fortunate eventa 
had ultimately come to the fubfcribers, as fo much money 
afiually thrown away, with regard to the public. This was 
proceeding upon a mode of calculation that was inconfiftent 
with common fenfe. The utmoft lofs to the public that could 
poffibly in fairnefs be Hated, was the adlual difierence between 
the terms that might have been had, and thofe which he con¬ 
cluded upon at the time the bargain was made. Gentlemen 
had Hated the fubjeA as if whatever were the advantages of 
inCereH, of difeount, or iffnuSf upon this loan, chat the whole 
had been thrown away by him, in not opening a negociation 
with Mr. Morgan. W hat did that fort of Hatement aflume f 
That ill the other way of making this bargain it would have 
been without any ionus at all. In other loans fubfcribers had 
beee allowed to have five per cent, but the way in which this 
was to be dated, the whole profit to the fubferirber according 
to the honourable gentleman’s argument, was to be confidered 
as lofs t o the public. 

Gentlemen took pains to afiert that Mr. Morgan came to. 
him, and that when he came he was to make oiFers» and that 
he was to difeufs tiie preliminaries of an agreement. Gende- 
men did not advert to the circumHance that Mr. Morgan did 
not then inform him any thing with regard to an Imperial loan, 
nor of the Hate of the navy debt. Gentlemen faid Mr. Mor^ 
gan knew the fund in which the loan was to be made. He did 
not doubt it: but did he know of the circumHance by which 
the Hocks rofe lo tngh, and of the probable rife of them at that 
time as they have appeared fince ? It was Hated thatMr. Morgan 
thought there might be an Imperial loan of three millions. 
He granted that Mr. Morgan might think fo; but did .that 
prove that whether there was a referve made or was not made* 
taat it would have had no mfluen. e on Mr. Morgan’s terms t 
and Hill further, whether the fur.ding of five millions of navy 

debt* 
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debt would not have fornc efre<il on the terms of Mr. Mor- 
On thefe points Mr, Morgan had received no intima* 
' ijjTO fit>m him. Let him however fuppofe, that the terms of 
* Sir. Morgan^ as they had been fince ftated, had been agreed 
tis this would nor amount to any thing like the fupply of the 
}oft which v/as now ilated to be fuilained by the public. After 
' the meflage had been brought forward, a variety of other 
circumfVances had happened, both in the internal fituation 
of this country, and of the condition of Kurope, which were 
not then known by them or by him. What was then the 
offer on the part of thefe gentlemen who now condemned him 
fo violently? Did they then-talk of ten or twelve per cent? 
»o! the offer was only two (hillings upon the long annuities. 
He left it to the Houfe to pronounce whether thefe gentlemen 
ought to fay, that on the part of the public the lofs, by his bar¬ 
gain, was fo large. The difference between the aflual premium 
and the fair terms which the public ought to expefl: at that 
time, and the next queftion w^ould be, whether the premium 
rofe out of the circumftances that were in contemi^ation at 
the time of making the bargain, or were the eflect of cir- 
cumftanccs, which coiild not then be forefeen ? 'Lhe whofe 
eftefl of the loan, he would maintain, had tended to prove, 
that the fitiiatlon of the country, in point of credit, was better 
than it had been at the time of former loans. He admitted, 
that the profit lo the fubferibers of the loan, was a profit im¬ 
properly given to them, if all the circumftances which have 
fince happened, had been forefeen; not fo if they were not 
forefeen. At alJ events it proved that the credit of the coun¬ 
try was high; it .proved that in the fourth year of the war we 
had borrowed eighteen millions of money without the Icaft 
difficuky, nav, that monied men were contending who fliould 
fubferibe if. 'I’hat no man could controvert. He Ihoulcl fay no¬ 
thing then as to an unqualified competition in the bidding, ex¬ 
cept that he was forry he could not avail himfelf of it; but 
beftiould maintain ihat the terms were reafonable at the time 
the bargain was made, confidering all the circumftances. He 
entered into fome calculations on the price of ftock at the 
rime of making the loan in order to maintain his proportion j 
:lnd maintained that it was reafonable for him at that time to 
conjefture that the bringing eighteen millions to the market 
would have an immediate effect to the amount qf two per 
cent. Upon this he would defire the Houfe to enquire w'hc- 
fhCr, as the cafe had he^n left to himfelf to determine 
as to the terms, he had not made that foU of bargain 

which 
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which the pMblic ought to be willing to accede toashonoitf- 
ark btf.vt'cn them and the fubfcrlbcrsto the loan? 

It was tru-', that, amonjft the caafes o( the prciVnl piremium 
to the fuhfcribcrs, was that cd the meiTagc from his 
which was brought-to that Houfc oh the day of the report of 
the oofipimitke of^ways and means. Much been f^ihi 
the piopiluiy of that rranfaflion. Some gentlemen had ftated 
it to liave come too foon after the loan. There waS, haw* 
ever, a variety in the way in which gentlemen rook up tbi^ 
matter, oome ftated it as criminal in his Majefty's ifiinl* 
fters to have brought it forward fo foon after the tranfaftiort 
of the loan, and that it was intended to convey an idea that 
v/e were in view of an imnicdia e peace'j others Hated it as H 
matter of delulion in that refpeil, for di’at vire w*ere iio nearer 
peace than if it had not come. One gentleman had, indeed^ 
gone fo far on a former n?ghr as to fay th.U his hopes with re¬ 
gard to peace weie d.m)peJ by it. The rmsiTage was as 
much exaggerated on the one hand as it was depreffed upon the 
other. It was neither more no: lef; than a formal declaration 
on the part pf the crov/n of thole fennments wdiich his iMa- 
jefry h^id communicated to parliament on the firft day of the 
fellion, and it was i fpeciiTc event arifing out of the fenCi- 
ments conveyed from the throne on tlic opening of the felBon, 
The foie queftioh, ther^^fore at prefenf. Was, whether tiiCre 
was any criminaffiy in his Majefty*s mmiHcrs in bringing it 
forward at the nroment they advifed his M;!jeHy to make 
that commumcarion ? When that was determined, the next 
■queftion was, whether he forefaw, or ought not to forefee the 
events that had taken place fince the loan been made ? Whe¬ 
ther he ought not to torefec thofe events he muft leave to 4>thei's 
to determine. But whet^r he did forfec them, could only be 
known to himfelf; he was, however, peifocily ready to declare 
that many events had happened that were not in his contem¬ 
plation when he made the bargain for the loan. The ma¬ 
terial fafts which had operated fuch effects on the bargain, 
happened very confiderably fubfequent indeed it. But 
when gentkmcn talk^ wirh contempt of the experience of a 
month in refpeft to his forming his opinion of the govern¬ 
ment of France, he muft remind them that the proportion 
of time made but a fmali part of the effeft which he expe£ied 
to be produced on the affairs of Europe ; he confidered nut 
only the'ftability of the government of France, nor thef 
weaknefs of its refources merely, which were fo rapidly 
caying, but he alfo confidered the difpodtion of t^ peopK^. 
there, and the late prodigious and almoit incredible exertions 
VoL, II. 1795. 3 Y 
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of t^c Auftrian arms, and the rapid change that was taking 
plaei; m ^Imoft all the operations of Europe. Taking the 
ihcfc circumftances into confidcration, he would fiiy 
th^ 'ifhe" (pace of a (Ingle week miglit have a ten-fold opc- 
xaii^ compared to that of former periods. It was difKcult to 
{jpieak out up >n fuch a fuhje6f, and to keep withho the limits 
of parliamentary language; if a declaration* of that fort wa»*\ 
However, nectfTiry at ai;y time, it was ncccir.iiy then ; the 
m'eflage from his Majeilv was a fit expianarion of the doc¬ 
trine v\hich h«^d been hejj to parliament froin the throne at 
jthe opening of the feilion; he had great fafisfadion, thcrc/ore, 
that fuch a parliamentary ftep bad been taken on the furjcct 
of peace, becaufe he thought that the niefl'age Taould come 
.from government, and he thought it pe^'uliarly important 
that it fbouid corfie at the tim#* it dii. 'I'hefe were the cir- 
cumftances of the meflage. How far it influenced tr.c price 
of flock he fhould not attempt to determine. But as to its 
conveying a fenfc of an immediate peace, he could by no 
means agree that it did fo. The mefiage flated nothiiig of 
that nature : the mode, the time, and the terms, were to be 
in his Mnjefty’s option, juft the fame as if this nufiai^e had 
not been fent to parliament* That from general feeling, the 
opinion of an iminediafe peace fhould have had fomc 
effed he was ready to adn)it: he would ^nit alfo, ihat it 
ought not to avail for any length of time, nor did he believe 
5 t would, becaule it was going beyond what the real fenfe of 
the meflage would bear. He would admit alfo, that nothing 
0 uld be U) unwlfe as making a temporary rife of flock, to 
bring bn or to fupport terms that were inconnftent with the 
foli(r^^ftate of the country. Before that cunftriidion, how¬ 
ever, could be put uppn the meiTage, geinlemcn iimft go I c- 
yond the natufe of the meflage icfelf. He did not, indeed, 
believe ihat the meflage had the effed which fomc gen¬ 
tlemen aieribed to it. The rife in our funds, dcpendLcl on 
the progrefs of/the Auftriaii aims, and the dlffcicncc which 
}iad taken place in the various affairs of Europe. Among 
which werelo be .niiinbered the rapidly increafing diftrefs of 
the enemy from” the almoft extinguifhed ftaic of their rc- 
jburces, and the great change in the diipoiltions <'f. the peo¬ 
ple. ^ He thought it neceffary to fiiy this on the conftrudion 
which had been put on the meflage from his Majefly. 
Having made thefe general obfervations, he lliould not dc- 
fajn the Houfe ^ny fongcr, be agreed to the motion, and 
(Banked the honourable gentleman for bringing it forward. 
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Mr. Fox next rofe, and proceeded to take a (hort view of 
the riibjcdi. With regard to that part of the fpeech of the 
right honourable genileman, which related to the fum of 
two fhillings offered upon the long annuity, by a motion in. 
that Houfe on the confiJeration of the report of the committee 
of ways and means, the plain reai'on why it was i)o£ more 
was this, 1 he'only thing that could be dene in that re*’ 
fpecl was to move, to agree to the beft terms that had been 
offered upon the fubjedt; and the reafbn why the offer was 
not higher, was, that the King’s meffage was not knojyri to 
that Hoiil'e one hour before. Upon this meffage he mult 
make a few obfci vations ; and firft he would contend that 
the mi (lifter either knew, or ought to have-'known, that he 
was mak'iig a loan at a difadvantagcous time for the public. 
If he had evrr any doubt of the minfter knowing this at the 
time Of making the loan, his fpeech that night convinced him 
upon that fuijecl, and removed his,doubt$. The miniffer 
had laid great ftrefs on a fortnight’s experience on the affairs 
of France. He would afk it this was any thing more than 
the miiiifter had faid he lorefaw a great while ago, and was it 
not lus general topic in favour of carry’uig on the war from 
lime to time ? and if fo, was it not cnrninal in him to avail 
himfelf of fuch a meffage at fuch a time as tile prefent ? One 
thing the right honourable gentleman faid, which Mr. Fox de¬ 
clared he hoped he underftood corrfcilly, and that was, that 
the King, by chc meffage, retained the mode of making peace 
and the terms of it; this he certainly mult do, for they belong¬ 
ed exclullvely to his Majefty as matters of prerogative; as 
to the time ol* ncgociating, he underftood that the meffage li¬ 
mited his Majefty greatly indeed. 

Mr. Fox defired the latter part of the meffige to be read, 
which was read as follows: 

His Majefty, on this occafion, thinks proper to acquaint 
“ the Houfir, that the crilis which was depending at the com- 
mencernent.of the preUmt feftion has led to lucb an order 
“ of things in France as will induce his fvlajcfty (conformably 
to .the Icntimcnts which he has already declared) to meet 
“ any difpofition for negociation, on the part of the enemy, 
with an earneft delirc to give it the fulleft and fpeedieft 
a effeiS ; and to conclude a treaty for general peace, when- 
ever ji can be tftefled on juft and fuitable terms for him- 
ftlf and his allits.” 

Mr. Fox then proceeded; he faid that if he underftood the 
meflage, it .was, that his Majefty wpuld n^gpciaie when there 
appeared, on the part of the enemy, 9 reafonable dirpofuioa 

3^ ^ foir 
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for pwccy and that in fuch cafe his Majcfty would he ready 
to, fuch a difpofition the fpcedieft eftVtSL 'rhefc 

vror4| Appeared to him explicit enough in themfclves, 3ccord- 
ing natural import, and he h.>ped that was the fenfe 

which^tbe niioiftcr put upon them, i'hc iiiiriiter had con-r. 
veved an idea that he.did not fortee the uecTfli^y of tins mef- 
fage on the 25th of November, wher* the loan was agreed to. 
How did he reconcile that with the fentiment delivered 
from the throne on the 2g:h of October ? as he faid that the 
meflage wait only to follow up what was then exprefied. on 
the government oi France; if he (oicfavv the livuation of the 
enemy then, did he not fee it at the tin e of fettling the loan ? 
He would therefore afi'err, that tbi: ininiiler oug.u eirhe-r to 
have brought forwaid the mefiage fooner, or to have deferred 
the loan imtil he hod brought the meffagr forward He vi'tlh*” 
ed hc had not advifed the Houfe to ratify the loan untrl he 
was pi^par-cd to advife his Majefty to fend that mefiage. T he 
minilirer faid bethought it important to convey the informa¬ 
tion at that cime to the Honfe, alluJif g to a motion for a ne- 
gociation for peace, of which hu? honourable friend (Mr. Grey) 
had given no-iice. That notice was given long before the 
a5th of November, and it was poftpOned at the defire of the 
minificr, who wtfiied to bring on the budget before it. 

"^rhe mir,liter had laid great ftrefs on the feveral operations- 
of the Auftrians on the ^hine; operations that uerc known 
a fortnight before the negociation for the loan, and the fub- 
fcquent I'ucccffes of the Auftrians had added but little.* to the 
efteef at the victory of the Auftrians, and to the contributing 
to make the fituation of P>ance much finer for our negoci¬ 
ation. The diftreffis of the French were w ell known before 
the loan was contracted, and yet of all this, the effect was 
trifling on the funds. When the mefiage, however, came, 
the cSe£t was great and Inftaiitancous. Ho w^ouid thorofcrc 
lay, that all the information which the right honourable gen¬ 
tleman had long ago, and from whar he expeCtod to have 
heard, (according to his own afleriions) it ought to have re¬ 
tarded jnftead of accelerating the loan j at all events, the 
meflage ought to have preceded the loan* This condudt 
might agree with the ideas of the minifter, but it was dift'erent 
from the condudl of every other Chancellor of the Exche¬ 
quer in the country. The right honourable gentltmaii (aid, 
that nobody lufpedted him of corruption in this bufinefs* He 
did not know that any body did. He faid, hu knew nothing 
of thft/diftribution of the loan. Very likely not; but his an- 
that Lord John Cavendiib, a man as well entitled 
A' to 
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to credit as the right honourable? gentleman, had not heen fo' 
very teitdcrlv treated on the lubject of the, loan in 1783.. .We 
was then told, that the mode be had takeji was liaiile 
picion. He did not know wiiat the minifter had done in iSvttf' 
refpcci: upon this loan ; but when >ic faw a method foUdtVc2l' 
that favoured the probability of corruption, by furni&tng W 
opportunity of putting millions of the public money in the 
pockets of individuals, he owned he did not like it to be de* 
fended mcrclv by aflertions that there was no corruptioiu 
Had the minifter flicwn any realon for making this loan fo 
early r Had be faid any thing to induce the Hoiife to believe 
that the rcafon for negociating was not as ftrong in his mind 
long ago It was at prefent ? 7 he Houle, it feemed, was 

to go into an enquiry upon this fubjetti he was glad of it;' 
he hoped all the fadis would be properly enquired into; and 
he had no difticulty in faying that he was convinced the more 
this loan wts enquired into, tne more muft it be reprobated* 
Two TT.ilhor.s ot money uas a fum which the committee 
fl)ould lonk at, 2S not to be thrown away upon the bareaf-^ 
fciiion of r.ny man. He could have wifhed that the fubjeft 
fhouid have been referred to a coiniiuttee of the whole Houfe '; 
he thought there was pri/na fucie of great mifeonr 

<lu£l in the minifl-er. The loan was not only ifg'-aceful in 
iifclf, but it would have a bad effedt on future loans, for men 
would fay there was no fatety in a public competition; they 
would fay it was true a competition was talked of, but the 
minifter might rccolleft fome private promife that he had 
made to an individual, and therefore after they had attended 
to bid, he might give an option to that individual to take it 
to himfelf. Mr. Fox illuftrated this argument by a reference 
to what the minifter had faid to Mr. Mtliilh and Mr. Morgan 
upon the fubjedt of the loan, and to the option whn h he had 
given to fvi:. Boyd. There were, be faid, in every part of 
the tranfaction, llrong circumftaiices of luipicion, and there¬ 
fore he hoped the comrtiifrec would enquire into it minutely. 
With regard to the minifter’s general doiirine refpeSing en¬ 
quiries, he could only fay that he did not agree with him in 
the propriety of refilling them. He had always thought that 
where there was an aflertion on one hand, and proof offered 
to fupport if, and a nicie denial on the other, an enquiry oujiht 
to he inllitutcd. But the right honouiable gentleman’s re- 
fiftaiiLC to enquiry was a fyftcm that had grown out of his 
own aJminiflration. 

Mr. TK Smith rofe to explain, and as another ground of 
.there XKitig fulpicious in the iranfaCtion refpeitt.ng 

the 
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the.‘ldan^ (aid that one nun had been fo bu/y in the purchafe 
of^fiiarcs of h when ur feven per cenU premium, . ai» a(t/T- 
Wai^ds'to occanon in idea that he had fjmc foreknowledge 
“timt hts Majeiiy’s nieffage was in 'Contemplation, ll Wi^s, 
4lie- faid^ obfcrvablc alfo that, notwithftanding the late tiefeiif 
of the allies in Italy, the news of that defeat, which he ac¬ 
knowledged was not o^cialiy confirmed, had produced no 
-effedt in the depreciation of the funds, thence he inferred that 
the rapid rile ot ftock was not to be attributed to the fuccefsi 
of the Aullrians upon the Rhine, but to the difpolicion of pa¬ 
cification which was intimated in his Mnjefty’s meflage, 

' Mr. Secretary Dundas reminded the Houfe of an exjm fiioii 
in the fpeech of the honourable gentleman, wlmh, iiithou^h it 
exculpated his Majefty^s minifters of any perfontil corruption, 
in tr.c very next fentcncc flared chat a fyfteni of corrup¬ 
tion bad been proved under the adminiftration of a late noble 
lord (t^ord North). Something finiilar to this had dropped 
from him upon a former occahon ; he wifhcJ, therefore, to 
know if the honourable gentleman meant flriouily to impute 
corruption to that nobleman. 

Mr. W. Smith replied, that when he ufed that cxprefilon, 
he did not mean to c ^ utrafl the conduCl of the prefent mini- 
flry with that on hr (Kcafions. He had never had any 
innintifions with Lord North, but he undeiflood the noble 
lord alluded to was pencraily fuppoled, at the time, to liavc 
raifeJ the teims of the loan upon the principle of infiuencing 
a ir.ajontyv 

Mr.faid he had l>een in various fituntions wirh the 
»obtle Lord alluded to j be had. been for a long time in a^-is of 
public boftility againfl hiin, a>.J lie h'»d aftti wards been In 
the habits of public and piivale fi endflu’p, hut he had never 
atccufed that nubie lo/d of perional cvrrupAion, he always be¬ 
lieved, even when hodde to bis mcafure^, that be was in¬ 
capable of perfonal coriuptlon in the manner aib.'ced to. He 
had conflantly found in li;m the inorf perfedt and complete 
honour, and a fpecics of coniidence ^vhidJ dclervcd the high- 
cif prait^ 

Ml. Secretary Dtoidai r< fe to correbonte I\fr. Fox’s tefti- 
moiiy of the very icfpcdable character ol Lord* Noith, wdiom 
he knew to be utterly incapable of any ptifoiul dilhonour 
whatever. 

Mr. Sheridan faid, petfij^nal C(;rroption never had been 
urged againft the noble lord, though it had always been un- 
derflood that he made the loan in queli on the means of in¬ 
fluencing a majority. That was a parliamentary accufition 

aguialt 
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aa^ainfl him; and it had not only be«n urged, but proved* 
If the right hon. gentleman difpured that afiisrtion, he would 
refer him to the journals, where he - would .find that;.a 
committee of enquiry had been appointed; that tbe sbe 

jiibfcribers to the loan were produced and examined; 
that it was proved that the loan had been dealt and (bl 4 . f>uCtJ 9 
members of Parliafnent. 'l"he right honoumbte geafk^nail 
took fire at the imputation on the noble lord; but herath^ 
attributed his zeal to his folicitude left an inference Aould be 
drawn from the condiiL^Iof that noble ioid as an infimiation 
againft the prefent minifters. It had been the uniform'J>rac- 
tice of the Houfe, indeed, to acquit the right honourab'k 
gentleman oppolite of perfonai corruption in the negoclatioa 
of this loan ; but he knew no reafon why he was to do fo^ nof 
why he was to afiTume that he was not liable to as foul an ini'- 
putation for the foul diftribution of the prefent loan, as the 
noble lord was for that pure loan which he took fire at. 

' 1 'hey were two diftiiid things, Mr. Sheridan iaid, to fay 
tliat the minifter has no part of the hitnfelf, and lo fay 

tiiat he has not contrived to make a diftribution of it to others* 
111 when he was fecretary of the treafury, iLord John 

Cavemiifh put out the loan into the hands of his enemies, iii- 
ftead of his friends, bccaufe he was determined to aft upon 
the pureft principles; by which .means he wasdifappointed iu 
his inftallmcnts, and made a bad loan for chepublic^ there- 
tore a charge was nevcrthclef$ brought againft him^ intimat¬ 
ing that he had been governed by corrupt motives. 

VV lien he favv the lute loan replete with foiilnefe, falfhood, 
trick and connivance, he knew no realon why he was not to 
fufpeft minilfers of having acted improperly. He hoped.that 
the enquiiy was not to be made by an up-ftairs comrtiiuee, 
or a committee of the right hon. gentleman's own leleition j 
but a committee of the whole houfe ; it would not be .a free 
enquiry if ir were otherwife; if any management or feleftion 
were made, he could not think the right honouiable gentleman 
really ferious in his declarations. He wiihed lo follow up 
the precedent of that loan wiiich had been alluded 10 under 
the adminiftration of Lord North, whom he owned he could 
not confider as a model of perfect purity, though be acknow¬ 
ledged his good humour, urbanity, and private worth. In 
the lift produced on that occafion, the bankers wer^ the -firft 
fuhfcribers as at prefent; though the noble loid, as the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer on the prefent occalion had done, 
profefled that he knew nothing of the diftributiofr. After 
diem came a variety ol fubaltcrn agents; and be afltedi.v^phc- 

ther 
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ther the right honourahk gentleman could not look aroirnJ 
bhiH^^lliid point out who were the furlMkcrn aq:eiiis in the pre- 
? He muft think them children, if he pretended to 
illm There were many who haJ I 3 ,oool. tharcs. 
gjthif with cent> cent, profit j arKl \f he denied it, his 
^ yclitieel tutor would tell him it wa<; trifling with the. Houle, 
fielioped, therefiire, that a motion* would be made, firft for 
tile Uft of the contraflors, and then for the fiibordrnate lifts 
of the hankers. Here be begged leave to ftate fomefafis as 
he received them, from rumour, though be believed them to 
have been railed upon a fure foiindati»m. The Lord Mayor^ 
whom he was happy to fee in his place^ that if the ftatemer.t 
wa$'£»ife he might contradict it, was faid to have two millions 
of the loan. Now it was to he remarked, that tus Jordfliip had 
formerly admitted the affembly of his conllituents in the com* 
mon hall of the city of T^ondon tor he fair ar^c! legal, and that 
heunderftood from the fenfeof the majority that his lordlhip 
promifed to oppofe rhe bills j but, when the fubfequent meet¬ 
ing of the hankers and loan-mongers was held, his lordfhip 
retrafled his former opinion ; in hrs mind, this meeting of the 
bankers was therefore the criterion to go by. On tk?fe 
grounds ha thought that he had aright to fallen a fufpicion on 
fhe diftrihotion of the loan. He conceived that much irrelevant 
matter had been introduced in the courfe of the difcirlfion, but 
obferverf that it was not alight affair for ibc Houle iimply to 
confider whether the right hon. gentleman did or did not 
know, on tlie 7.5^1 of November, that the French were already 
in poiTeffion of that order of things, or in the courie of ob- 
raining that order of things which C(>uld juftify a negociaiion 
for peace? Could any man in the lha^>c of a politician, or 
with the name of a ftatefman, and holding his head up as the 
ruler of a kingdom, folemnly affirm that he did not know 
that circumfiance ? Was it aflerted,. that the rapid decay of 
the finances of France, and the viftorics of the Autlrians, bad 
produced the rife of ftork; yet, at the opctiing or the budget, 
the right hon. gentleman declared that the French were not 
only on the verge, but in the very gulph, of bankruptcy j and 
thus, by finking lower than the lowdt deep,” he loft hiiivfeif. 
This argument was coofequently againft hiniielf j for while 
pretended that France was on the eve of a revoUrtion, became 
forward with another propofition aliening, tlwt foe order of 
tbtfigs in that country was favourable for a treaty. If he bad 
iMmrd fiich drivelling nonfenfe in any one of the fuepenny focic- 
ties which the right hon. Gentleman had aboliflicd, he fiiould 
have treated k as foe inconfifteacy of one of tiic mok vulgar 
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and confuftfd minds^. The right hon. gentleman had takch 
care to divert the delih^atten of the hoSfe from a fair etami^' 
nation of the cafe, by histwo and fixpcnrty aifd thive 
pennyfchemcs, which, as ufual, he renewed as 
poiBWe, Mr, Sheridan, therefore, begged leave to 
tention of the houfe to the main argument, by allring Wbelii^f' 
it was a fadt,* after haVing waged war, and carried if ortfliiflbSf 
years, to eftablifla a certain form of government in Utl^* 

where of courfe it muft be inferred that minifters cOhftahtly 
watched every change, that the right hon. gentleman haS^ 
not made feme eftimate on the probable duration of thtr pfe- 
fent government when he bargained for the loan f It 
have been expefted, from his declarations, that the pfefcht/ 
council of five hundred did not eleS themfelves, and thaf 
*bur out of the five members of the council of antientsf ha3 
not embrued their hands in the blood of their Soverdign, YSt 
the reverfe was the faft. According to that fituation, there¬ 
fore, which the right hon. gentleman had fo long ahdfo un¬ 
fortunately held, the houfe was firft to determine whether hd 
could not, and ought nor, to have bargained better for th& 
public, by accelerating his Majefty's meffage, orby poft- 
poning the loan, and getting a vote of credit for two millioris'1*^ 

A variety of matters appeared to him Mr. Sheridan faid, td 
be conne£lcd with it, fuch as what related to Mr. Mor^[kn, &b, 
all matters important in themfelves, but toiTiparativelji little 
to this confideration 5 and unlefs the fight hon. gentlcmafi 
could acquit himfelf of the imputation, there were in his con¬ 
ception grounds fc)r ferious fufpicion, that if he had not been 
guilty of perfonal corruption hfmfelf, that hfe had at Icaff, 
through the means of prtlcular agents, ufed one of the rtioft 
pernicious fpecies of bribes that ever had been reforied to in 
the moft corrupt of governments. 

Seentary Dundas rofe to explain, and faid that fie wa# 
not in the leaft aftonifced at the grofs mifreprefentations of th6 
honourable gentleman, whofe fpeech had been one eontinued 
feries of feurrility and inveftive. 

Mr, called Mr. Dundas to order, and charged'the 

right honourable gcndcitian with having prefaced wiat be 
intended to fay with feme of that fcufVihty and inveitive of 
which be had accufed his Hon. friend: he hoped therefore th^ 
Speaker would interfere, and preferve the order and rfe'gulafifj^ 
of debate. * v. 

Mr, Secretary Diindas wrfhed the Honocrrable gentleman had ’ 
interfered at an earlier period, and preferved that orJef #hlclr 
he feemed fo defirous to maintain, Vypfreventing his 
VoJ-. II. J79S* 3Z able 
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able friend from committing fo open a breach of it, as he had 
repfacedjydone in the courfe of his remarks; the foie objeA 
Ijfhkb had induced him to rife at the moment, had been to 
H^^ethe chara£ler of the late Lord North, from the imputa- 
tkns that had been thrown out againft him. 

^ The Lord Mayor that the honourable gentleman had 
made an attack, by the incrodudion of fome extraneous obfer- 
vations, on his condudl* He declared he never made a de¬ 
claration in the common hall that he would oppofe the Bills. 
There was a meeting there, he admitted, of about 2 OCO of 
his conftituents, a majority of whom was certainly againft the 
bills j but he did not confider that fuch a number could be a 
majority of 8000 livcr^en. He declared, in the face of 
^ ,Gad and that auguft aliembly, that he knew nothing of the 
Iqan, till his hair dreffer^ an honeji fellow^ told him in the 
^morning of the circumifance. From him he was glad to find 
that it was the cafe, and that the houfe with which he was 
CQDticdlcd got 2,500,0001. of the loan. There were 250 
names upon his lift for the divifion of its nmounr, among 
which there were only three members of parliament. With 
regard to himfelf, his lordlhip faid God knew he had no im¬ 
pure motives, and if he could aifift government by lending his 
money, he was happy to do it. The honoiiiable gentleman 
had laid great fticfs upon the bonua of the prefent loan ; would 
,any man, he ciclircd to know, take a loan without a bonus ? It 
was a fair tranfaction, and in his opinion perfciftly juilifiable. 

Ajr, Sheridan explained. He faid, he certainly had made 
a miftake in bis ftatementi the honourable gentleman had 
, fet him.right by aiTerting, that he and his friends inftead of 
^OGOjCOol. bad been favoured with 29500,cool, in the loan. 

4 ^. Duncombe ieh^A the honourable gentleman (Mr. Wm. 
Smith} to give proof of his aflertion, thata majority of the mcm- 
lb<?rs of that houfe, under Lord North’s aJmtniftration, were 
influenced by the diftribution of the loans; with regard to the 
Boble lord himfelf, he had been evidently belied, as was proved 
hy the chaiacter which had been given him by a refpeiftablc 
9nd diftinguifbed member, (Mr. ( ox,) whofc generous and li- 
.. bcral fentimfsms had long been the objedls of his (Mr, D’s) ad- 
mir^ipn i and it was proved by the heart of die honourable 
4{^tleman (Mr. Sheridan) himfelf, if he knew any thing of 
,the nebie lord's virtue and integrity. The honourable gen¬ 
tleman had commended the noble lord’s word qualities, his 
urbanity and good humour, which were not the chief requi- 
i^6$ for a pure and unblemilhed friendfhip, and which were 
/bften pofleiTed by men, with whom the rcfpc( 5 )ablc part of 
lURnkind did not choofc to aiTociate. 


Mr. 
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Mr, Willuim Smith in reply faid, that the honourable gen¬ 
tleman ki>evr it was impoffible for him to go into proof of hid 
aflertion confiftently with the orders of the houfe; but “he 
niuft contend that the making loans a fyftem of corrtipci6h 
under lord North’s adminiftration had been a fubjed ofliich 
notoriety as to be repeatedly mentioned in that houfe, and he 
declared that he fhould carry the impreflion of it to the gravtf*' 

Mr, Douglas defended the chara 61 er of lord North from 
the imputation of corruption, and faid the charges were wholly 
groundlefs and falfe. 

Mr, Sheridan defired to be correSly underftood as he con- 
fidered nothing fo unpleafant as a charge on a perfon who w^ 
not prefent to defend himfelf. He never had infmuated that 
the dcceafed noble lord was guilty of perfonal corruption, 
though he might by feparate arrangements beaccufed of tread¬ 
ing on a fyftem of corruption. For the proof of his aflertions 
he referred to the journals of the Houfe; and while he ac¬ 
knowledged the noble lord’s urbanity, declared that he wxnild 
never compliment away his public principles. 

Mr, Win, Smitf/s motion for a committee of enquiry upan 
the loan was then put and carried without a divifion. 

Upon the motion that the enquiry be made by a committee 
of the whole Houfe, 

The Chancelhr of the Exchequer obje 3 ed, becaufe it would 
occafion a total interruption of public bufinefs. He hardly 
thought the honourable gentleman would have preiTed it, ftnee 
he had early given his confent that it Ihould be an open com¬ 
mittee, and all have voices who attended it. 

Mr, Sheridan difapproved of any other committee than a 
committee of the whole Houfe, becaufe it would defeat en¬ 
quiry. They had already been difeufEng the expenditure of 
eighteen millions of money with about fix and thirty members, 
which was at the rate of half a million a man; and if it was 
fo ditKcult to procure attendance when the Speaker was in the 
chair, how much more difficult muft it be up ftairs in a com¬ 
mittee ? He knew that if they were fent to fcramblc up ftairs, 
a few gentlemen in the confidence of the miniftcr, but who 
certainly had no (hare in the loan, might attend, though 
others fnould not; and thus they would have a partial report* 
rhe Houfe then divided on the motion for a committee lof 
the whole Houfe ; 

Ayes - - IQ 

Noes - - ^ 

Majority * 37 

3 Z 2 A coai^ 
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A comcnittee was accordingly appointed to inquire into the 
circumftaoces of the negociation of the late loan. 

following motions were then put and carried: 

all have voices to attend the faid committee. That 
{aid committee have the power of examining papers, re- 
eWds^ &c. That it do fit in the Speaker’s Chamber to-aiorrow 

(welve o’clock, and that eight be a guorum,** 

The order of the day was then read for the whole Houfc to 
refolve itfelf into a committee on the bill for reducijig the 
drawback on fugar. 

Tht Chancellor of ih$ Exchequer ol^ferved, that it was in¬ 
tended the redudlion of the drawback on raw fugars (hould 
take place on the 20th inft. but that a longer time would be 
given in the cafe of relined fugars.—-Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Wednesday, December 16. 

A variety of bills were brought up from the commons. 

37 >r Earl of Lauderdale faid, he did not mean now to 
enter into the conilderation. of the loan bill; but from tr.e 
particular circumftanccs attending the negociation of the late 
loan, he would move their lordihips to be fummoned on that 
fubjeft to-morrow.—Ordered. 

HIGH PRICE AND SCARCITY OF CORN. 

The order of the day, for taking into confideration the high 
price of provifions, being read. 

The Lard Preftdent (Earl of Mansfield) faid, that he would 
not detain their lordihips attention beyond the limits whici; 
the fubje<a, rcfpc£ting which he had to addrefs thtiir lordihips, 
rendered abfolutely necellary, but would jail flatc what fteps 
he thought Ihould be taken in a matter of the higheif im¬ 
portance and concern. He had to regret, that on account of 
the deficiency of the wheat crop this fcafon, to the extent of a 
third part of a good and fair crop, it became ncccflary to 
adopt fome meafures to remedy the evil arifeug from the de- 
fe^ y it was undeniable^ much as it was to be lamented, chat 
the prefent icarcity of wheat prevailed to an alarming degree; 
and was fuch as might excite the moft ferious apprelienfions. 
Other grains, however, had been abundant, and afforded fome 
means of compenfating that fcaicity. It mull be acknow- 
ledged) that, under thefe circumftanceF, we ihould adopt the 

fpcedieft 
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fpecdieft mode of redreffirtg the evU, zr si time whpn the 
interefts of the people at large had called upon parUamenc to 
take the (uhjeit into their ronfiderarion, and f\<ggeft re¬ 
medial ftleafures as their provident wifdom fboutd deem nc« 
ceffarf. The failure had happened at a time When could 
not redrefs ourfelvcs; it had been partly owing to thedefi^ 
cieacy in other countries throughout Europe, and in |iar 4 ‘'to 
the fituaiion of this couiv.ry with refpect to Europe iit pK'k'«jt. 
It therefore became necefl'ary that we ihould to dJir- 
fclvcs for fuch remedies as would fupply the ck"hciencies, and 
thefe were pointed out in a great meai'ure by thofe adopted i/V 
the other Houfe. He had heard it faid, on the fubjedir of 
agreement entered into by the commor*', andlaid bef inc; that' 
Houie, that fuch a proceeding was without prc:edeiit4 ,In 
uufvver to this affertion, he had to reier to the agiec^r.eut 
entered into on King William's accefiion to the crown, 
.previous to the pailing iegiilative refolution^. The principle 
was juit the fame, altuough the objcdl of the agreement had 
undoubtedly been different, but it was enough for his putpofe 
w’ith refpedt to the prefent, that the principle of both was the 
fame. What he thought would be more efficacious, was the 
example of great and refpcdtable families, who, Vheri they haJ 
difintereftedly denied tbcmilivcs the gratification of fine ot^wid, 
would foon be followed by the other orders of the communky. 
His lordfbip concluded with moving a rcfolutron ‘‘ to diminilli 
as much as poffible the confuniption oF wheaten flour,*' 

The Duke of Bedford faid, he had no ob»tdlion to the refo^ 
jution, fince it was not founded on the meflbge from thv com¬ 
mons ; as he ftill coiifiJercd that it W’ouid have been informal 
in that light. He, however, could not fign it, becaufe, tuking 
the declciiation meant to be propofe-d into view, he thought ic 
every way inadequate to the evil complained of. The plaa 
of chanp.ing the quality and finenefs of the bread, he feared, 
w^ould occalion much abufc on the part of the bakers. Toe 
agreement would be of little effect, he thought, without the 
aid of-fome legiflaiive regulation; it having turned out that 
the refolution on that fubject laft fummer by the Privy Council 
Was of little ufe, and only put it in the power of the bakers to 
deteriorate the bread when they were not under the controul 
of the magtllracy. The lower claffes of people, it wae tabc 
jecolledted, confumed bread not as a luxury^ but as the chief 
part of their food, and w'ould fuffer moft by a change in its 
quality. His grace recommended, not to diminifh the quantity 
of bread confumed, but to pafs a law, that two-chirds wheat, 
and the remainder potatoes, Ihould compofe the Igaf for a 

given 
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given time, by which plan the fame faving would be eftefted, 
Rsproppfedby the prefent refolution, in'the Confumptioii of 
whcaitch flbiir. 

tiaui'hjhury faid, he agreed perfo£Hy w’lth the noble 
carl, who had propofed by the refolution, and argued in fup- 
port of the propriety of the meafure to fet example, rather 
than proceed.to coercive meafures in the lirlt inftance. What 
were the objections to it ? One was, that the coarfer bread 
made under it, contained not fo much nutriment as the finer 
forts of bread. He believed the faft not to be fo \ and he was 
fMpported by many examples. The faihion among the inha¬ 
bitants of thls^kingdom, of confuming only the fineft bread, 
was new, and far from general. In many parts of the 
kingdom a different kind of bread was ufed, and the people 
who chiefly fed on it, were healthy, hearty, and robuft. The 
colliers of Newcaftle, a ih ong and hardy race, who did work 
requiring great ftrength and great bodily exertion, were fed 
Jllmoft wholly upon rye bread. At the other end of the king¬ 
dom alfo (the miners of Cornwall,) they were fed wholly 
upon barley bread; and he appealed to a noble lord oppoflte 
(Lauderdale) whether his countrymen were not ftrong, vigo¬ 
rous, and hearty, though their bread was only compofed of 
oats. In Ireland alfo oaten bread, and bread made of coarfer 
materials than wheaten bread, was the common food of the 
lower orders. While this country was deficient in its wheat, 
barley was the only grain of which it grew more than it 
exported, and therefore very proper fo be applied to remedy 
the deficiency of the other. In aid of this meafure alfo, their 
lordfliips would recolleCf, that there were laws paffed to pre¬ 
vent the making of ftarch, w'hich would fave 42,000 quarters 
annually of corn ; and tliere was, at that time, pending in the 
other houfe, a bill to fecure the free paffage of grain, a mca- 
furc extremely important, when he confidcred, that, under 
the idiea of wanting it, people would be apt to retain more 
than they could ufe, and perhaps not fuffer it to come to 
market, which rauft materially diftrefs the great manufa'ftuiing 
towns* 

The refolution palled, and £ar/ Almbfu'll read liis fecond, 
which was, that an agreement precifely fifiiibu to that adopted 
by the Houfe of Commons Ihould be placed in the clerk's 
qiSce, to be figned by thofe who chofe, or who empowered the 
clerk to do it for them- 

, Duke of Bedford faid, that though he had already intro¬ 
duced into his own family the regulation to which the agree- 
^ jsptcnt was direded, ftili he vvilhed the declaration to be fuch as 
" lie 
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he could fign. He wifljed that part which related to the laying 
afide of paury to be omitted, as he was afraid fuch declarations 
were ofien ligned without ftri£t regard to the pbferving the 
particular purpofcs of them; and it was very eafy for perfons* 
who ufcd that article, to forego the luxury t>f it, without 'any 
declaration. He adverted to the anufes that rnight be 
committed by the bakers, and thought that the effe£t of the 
agreement would not be very confiderable, as many peojdc in 
the middling ranks, with whom bread was not a luxury, t>uc a 
neceffary of life, would continue to ul*e fine flour bread. 

The Earl of Lauderdale faid, he faw a conliderable dif- 
aJvantage likely to arife from the agreement, as it might te 
confideied as a refting place in the exertions to reined^ the 
fcarcity, and thereby the mifehief might be allowed to en* 
creafe. It certainly was a very inadequate application to 
fo great an evil. He wifhed the noble lord (Hawkefbuiy), 
who was averfe to interpofe legiflativc 'a£ls of compuiiion 
ngainft the prejudices of the people, had attended a little to 
this principle in the acts w'hich parliament had for three we^ 
been employed about. The regulations mentioned in the 
agreement would be difficult to be complied with, as it dc* 
pended upon the wholcfale millers in the neighbourhood What 
kind of bread the city of London (liould be fupplied Vk^lth* 
He, however, thought it perfeflly futile, though he had no 
objedion that it fhould be fairly tranferibed on parchment, 
and hung up in the clerk’s office, and that the clerk himTelf 
(Mr. Role) fhould fuperintend the figning, which be believed 
would be the only fpccies of duty he had performed fince he 
had held his office of clerk of parliament. 

Lord Ilawhfbury^ in reply, remarked the eagernefs which 
the noble carl continually manifefted in fcizing on every 
(opportunity of retciriiig to the war. On this quefHon he 
would at prefent wave ail debate, and would only exprefs his 
wifti that the noble eail himfelf had propofed fome fuch mca- 
fare as he alluded to. There was no noble lord in that Houfe 
that was not as. fully competent of informing himfelf on the 
fubjccl as any of his Majefty’s minifters. 

The Duke of Bedford xfLxmxVjci. on the inflances addiicct) by 
T.ord Hawkefbury, from different parts of the kingdom, and 
obferved that fucli were the habits of men, that they coifld 
iiot rcadilv pafs from one kind of food to another. L^e... 
ucncc calily informed us, that an Englifhman could not.e^ily 
reconcile himfelf to the bread of Scotland; neither could a 
Scotchman be brought to rcliih the bread in ulc in this part of 
Gicat Britain. ; ' - 

Lori 
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Lord Douglas (Earl of Morton Scotland,) fupported the 
prefentpkn, thought’the puWic were deeply rntcreftcd in ft, 
and opinion that no better meafures at prefent cbirM be 

Th0'£arl of Lauderials fpoJce fhorfly In explanation. 

hird Darn/iy excepted againft the agreement which 
wpon the table as not likely to produce any biineficial cffcft. 

Lard Scarborough coincided with the noble lords who dif* 
apppTOved of the agreement: of courfe he would not fign it. 

The Brfl.op ofRochcfier faid, it could not be denied that war 
aUvajs had an influence upon the plenty or fcarcity of provi- 
iions; bur that the whole of the evil afole from the prefent 
warfeemed to be an idea totally unfounded. Some govern¬ 
ments had changed fcarcity into famine by iniprudcnc mea- 
Aircs; theremedj ought not to be to reduce the price of the 
fcatrcecc'nnnoJity, but to leflen its confumption : fo far, there¬ 
fore, meafure was right. The crifis was awful; and 
W^i.hour i!»qin’ries about the caufc, it became incumbent to 
adopt iomr plan to avert the confcquenccs. He doubted much 
whether any thing fhort of iegilbt»ve enaftments would be 
fufficient. He did not know whether it were true, chat 
th.'.t fojd which coritaineci the greateft quantity of nutriment 
in the fmalleft mafs, v\a^ the moji- conducive to health and 
vigour; the fto 'iach iho.dd receive that quantity which its 
powers I ouIJ d:geft. If the wheat was feparared, and the 
finer parts flrvtd up to the i. ‘ii and great, while the refufe was 
left for the provender of the poorer people, the latter would 
wdeh juflice romplaif?. He though that the prohibition of all 
fine bread would be the moft cffeclu.d. 1 he iilTociatifTn would 
xnoft probably have u good efFefl to fome extent, though he 
doubted whether it would be a full one; becaufe, unlefs they 
did fo, they had no compulfory method upon their domeilic:?, 
who genei ally fpeaking lived as well as they did themfelTes, 
and neither with them nor their fervants wasbreid the princi* 
pa} ^rticJe of food. They had otlier provifions, which was 
not the Ciifc with poorer fort of people. If he would not al¬ 
low his fervants die bread they required, they might leave 
bim the next day, and go to a family where they could get it. 
Before he fat down, he fliould remark, that whatever mea- 
furcs they adopted, whether Icgiflativc or exemplary, they 
muft: be fpeedy, for the evil prefVed and example afliiredly 
fn''ght eypffted to do fometi)ing. ^ . 

iJrhc cj Bedford cxpfeficd a dldtre tb amend the 
J^rctr^cn?, which, iiiiis prefent ftatc, he declared he would 
Hi'gi^cc fuggefted fuch alterations as appeared 

him 
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him to carry the probability of produdng fuch benefits as he 
beh<5vcd were intcipefcd. Thefe were propofed, but not a- 
dopted. The agreement was then rcadj which in fubftance 
was, that, ia order to prevent the preflurc of adual fcarcity, 
ibc confumption of wheat in their families lliould be reduced 
at leaft one third of the ufual quantity confamed inordinary 
limes.’’ 

7 he Lord Prefident then moved, that the agreement fliould 
be ingrolfed, and placed upon the table, which was unani* 
moufly agreed to.—Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

TVednefday^ Dec, 16. . , 

Sir Philip Stephens brought up a bill for regulating the ma-^ 
rine fcrces wh.le on fhore, which was read a firft time and will 
be read a fecond time to-morrow. 

The bill for enabling overfeers to extend relief to the poor 
at their own houfes wdn committed, and the report will 
received to-morrow. 

Mr. Dent moved, that the order of the day for the Houfe to 
go into a committee on the bill for the better regulation of 
the conveyance of writs, &c. be deferred till Thurfday, the 
4th ot Februai y, 

Mr. Francis underftood the objcQ of the bill to be the 
remedy of an improper detention of writs, an object extremely 
defirablc, and which ought as foon as pofiible to be carried 
into execution. 

Mr. Dent faid, the delay arofe from nccefiity, and not 
from inclination, as he was at prefent not quite prepared to 
carry the bill properly into effedl:, but hoped to be fo by 
the 4tb of February. 

Mr. Francis regretted the delay the more on account of the 
probability of a diflblution of parliament, when its operatioil 
would be more required. 

<Mr. i>^Ar/obferved, that if he had been prepared at prefent 
for the commitment of the bill, there was not time enough 
for it to go through the Houfe of Lords and pais into a kvii^ 
before the adjournment, which was expelled to be lor 
month or fix weeks, and theretbre there would be V^ry iittfe' 
time loft. . ^ 

Mr. Barker conceived that there were obje&ions to it iiv 
its prefent form, and therefore urged the propriety of dtffer* 
ring it. ’ ; 

The motion was then put and cr.rried. 
voi. ir. 4 A 
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hllXED BRBAD. 

The report of the committee appointed to take into con- 
fideration the Bill to permit bakers to make mixed bread, pro¬ 
vided two-thirds of it confiftcd of wheat, was then brought 
up and committed. Several amendments were moved and 
agreed to; the principal of which was, that bakers fliould 
mark, in large Roman capitals, on the bread, the quality and 
proportion of mixtures. 

Mr. Francis rofe to make a few obfervations upon the 
agreement entered into by the members of that Houle to ufe 
and recommend particular forts of bread. He approved of 
the purport of that agreement,, but did not accede to ligning 
it, becaufe he feared it might hereafter be made ufe ot as a 
dangerous precedent, though it was juftified by the prcfent 
circuvnfiances, fince all precedents had been eftabliflied in a fa¬ 
vourable way. Out of the Houfe lie had no objection to fign- 
ing it, and he faid, he would promote it with the ut[noft zeal. 
He had fome doubts, however, whether it would have the in¬ 
tended efFecl of favlng the confumption of wheat, becaufe laft 
year, when a fimilar refolution was made by the lords of the Pri¬ 
vy Council, and other eminent perrons, it was proJuclive of 
no great advantage. Where he Jived in the country, he affo- 
ciated at that time with various gentlemen of the neighbour¬ 
hood ; and the difficulties they had at firft to contend with in re¬ 
gard to the bakers and millers, &c. were very material ; after 
they had compafled thefe difficulties,they found, by the confump- 
tion of the houfhold bread, not more than a farthing in the quar¬ 
tern loaf was faved; while that faving was couineradled by agreas 
and more wafteful confumption. Gentlemen who were en¬ 
gaged in other avocations might not be fo fenfible of the abufey 
as he had been, having been very inquifitive on account of the 
importance of the fubject, and from motives of ceconomy. 
Thus he found there was a greater walle in quantity than 
the difference of quality could rccompenfe to the average 
amount of one-fourth more ; for, notwithllanding the refo- 
lutions of families, the poorer claffes of people would eat the 
fineft bread, and no other. The bakers afl'ured him that, in- 
ftcad of a redudlion of the confumption, the confumption of 
fine flour had incrcafcd. He principally referred to the vi¬ 
cinity of London* Perhaps, he faid, a greater degree of fub- 
iniilLon and deference to the example and wifties of their fupe- 
^^ors might be manifefted by the poor in more remote parts 
aWibe country; but when it was confidercd whai a large pro- 
poruon the population of London, and a circle of twelve miles 

round. 
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round, bore to that of the whole kingdom, and that the people ^ 
within that circle were accuftomed to live well, he was afraid 
the propftfed agreement would have an infufEcient cfFccf. He 
found, therefore^ that the Houfe was only lofing time by this 
recommendation 5 and that at laft, to produce the dcTired ef- 
feft, they muft Iwve recourfe to that object which he had in 
view, namely, an A£t for the enforcement of the regulation. 
He had made inejuirits of many well-informed tradefmen, whe¬ 
ther there was a liklehood that the poor would repine, if a ge¬ 
neral enforcement of the refolutioiis were cnafted, and he was 
unariimoufly anfwered in the negative, becaufe the diftin£Hon 
betwer'^n the rich and the poor had always been tlie caufe of 
the difiUisfiilSion. Upon thefe grounds Mr. Francis declared 
it to be Ins opinion, that the fooncr a legal provi-fion was 
made for enforcing the regulations the better. 

Mr. R:dcr fiid the quellion wa«, whether a complete re¬ 
lief could be given in the prefent fcarcity by a foreign fupply 
of corn, and an internal diminution of the confumprioii, and 
whether the lail ibould be voluntary or compulfory. He dif¬ 
fered from the honourable gentleman, as to the adoption of a 
legal provifion ; at leaft, till gentlemen faw the iiUic of a vo- 
'juntary engagement. As to the former agrcjment of the 
Privy Council, it was introduced under different circum- 
flanres from the prefent agreement of the Houfe ; the fig- 
natures, though in ihcmfclvcs highly relpedlable, being during 
the rcccfs of parliament, did not come with the fame weight 
with the refolutions come to by the Hoafes of parliament in 
confcqucncc of an enquiry previouffy made ; the tormer agree¬ 
ment was to eat of wheaten ftandard bread ; but it was found 
that that bread could not be made \\\ pliccs where an afSze 
was fet i and by the prices fet in the affize tables, no baker 
could afford to fell fuch bread. The objedtion of the bakers 
to make that bread, could not apply to the bread mentioned 
in the agreement, becaufe the bakers vverp to be allowed to 
fix their own price, I'he former agreement of the Privy 
Council might alfo, in fome mcafure, tail of the defircd cifcdl, 
inafmuch as the public attention was not then fo much awak¬ 
ened to a fenfe of the necelfity of the meafure; and there was 
alfo .the ftrong and general expectation of a plentiful harveft, 
*rhe diftrefs felt during the months of July and Auguft hft, 
would f rve to prepare the minds of the people on the expe¬ 
diency of diminiftiing the confumption of wheat; it was, 
theretore to be hoped, that in the prefent inftance, thd ex¬ 
ample of the gentlemen who would fign this agreement, 
wou'lJ be more willingly followed by the poor at prefent, than 

4A 2 ou 
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on the former ocadon, and (hould there be a dirpofition in 
the confumers to make a demand on the bakers of mixed 
bread,,^.tVr^ ivould not be found that difficulty in I'upplying 
thentv, bakers, who had been coiiverfcd with, npade, in*- 
deed, ,on6 icferve, provided they can get fufficient fuppliqs 
from tbe milltrs. On this point the honourable gcntlerioaa 
faid, committee had enquired of certain rhillerb and me^l-r 
inen, ten of whom attended the committee and fubfciibed their 
hanies to an agreement to facilitate the plans of the committee 
by fupplying any fort of grain, and flour of any fort of grain^ 
to any degree of finenefs. He did not think it prudent or po¬ 
litic to mention their names, as it was ho[»ed that the millers 
and mealmen would come to the fame refolution; but lie in¬ 
formed the Houfe, that the millers and mealmen in qutftion were 
tnen of charafler ai d weight in their branch of bufiiie^. "rhe 
committee, therefore, had the fatisfaefion of finding the great- 
eft difpofitioxi in the millers and mealmen to affift. He con- 
fefled that the mere fignatures of the members of that Honfe 
could not be expected to have the defircd efi’edi, unkls the 
fubferibers, by their individual exertions and influence, en¬ 
deavoured to recommend and forward the agreement in the 
feveral parifiii's in town and countiy. Without this, he could 
ente'tain no ihnguinc hopes ; bur feeling, as ho did, and many 
other gondcn.Lii did, the importance of the obje£f, he could 
not but expc<^t that every exertion would be made. He laid 
it gave him plealure to find, by the papers, that one of the 
moft reipccuiblc bodies in the metropolis had already adopted 
a fimilar refolution. 

Another t bjeclion ftated, was, that they would find the poor 
reludirant and unwilling to comply with the mc-afures men m o- 
thcr fituations had chearfullypiovidcd and fubmittcd to for their 
relief j in various places, however, it had appeared that many 
of the poor had been inclined, from the I'caiciry of wlicar, 
to have recouffe to other mixtures of grain ; and he undf r- 
ftood that in one of the pariftics of Wtibninllcr ^St, James's) 
1400 loaves, of an inferior quality, were diftiibaiLJ weekly 
among the poor, and the expence iupporicd by a fui)K,ription, 
In every iTicafure of the kind there were two oljecis; fiift, 
that of increafing the fupply, and diminifliing the confunip- 
tion ; and, fecoiully, to do that in a way nioft fatistac^lory to 
the bulk of the people. He obferved, that if,- in the courfc 
nf the enfiiing year, the necelfity fhould appear ffronger than 
it did at prefent, and that this agreement was ineficdnal to 
anfwer the dcfircd obje£f, it v/ould be for the wifdom of th? 
Heufe tnen to confider what farther ftsps might be nccefCiry 

to 
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to b^.taken. In the mean time^ bethought that the probable 
advantage^ of the prefent measure would be luificieiittw coun- 
torb^i^nee any evil anting from the delay of adopting any 
other plan. He trufted the poor would not grumble tomadte 
ufe of the fame bread, or be diicontented, which they found 
perfons of fortune and ran:; tying thcm/clves down, and 
pledging their honour to introduce mixed bread into their fa¬ 
milies j the effect produced, he fruited, would be greater 
than any compuhion, not to ufe ?Tiore than two-thirda 
of wheat in their biead. He ohferved, that in almoft every 
pari'h there would be Tome of thv: higher rank , who would 
impofethis leitiiction upon themfclves to ufe this bread, and 
iheir example would become general. Nor did nc fee any 
thing in the prefent ftate of tre country to render this com- 
pulfion ni'celTary. At any rate, the relolutions would go to 
this exrcnr, that where the mixed flour was ufed, the p'^oplfe 
would grow accudomed to it, and then, if the compulfibri 
to’:'owed, i: would be lei's ungrateful and iepulfi> e. 

Mr. F, explained, and cxprcfTid his doul-ts, whether 
rjje example w'ouid be fo prcv.jlciit as was fup])oie 1. 

Mr. rcconuiicnded to the committee a claufe to pre^ 

Vv.nl the ufe of new bread. 1 here was, he faid^a lofs ol i-bth 
on tiu* whole quantity, which would be prevented by prohi- 
biMng the fale ut bread unlefs baked 24 hours before. 

Sir JV. Letves ihued, that it was the unanimous refolution' 
of the magidrates of the city of London to concur in the 
agreement entered into by the Houfe of Commons, T here 
w.is, he lidd, a niatcri.d difterence between the former agree¬ 
ment that had been alluded L), and thf' p cicnt one. 1 ne 
former had liecn fjrm.cd and maJe during the rcceis of par- 
licimcnt; the preferit would not: only lecciv'c the concur¬ 
rence of that HoufL\ but alfo ot the Houle of Peers, and 
would, he trulicd, fup.n'cJe the luccfiity of a compulfjry adl 
of parliament. 

Mr. AUotln fuggi'ftcd the propriety of printing and circu¬ 
lating the rciolutions and agreements of tne Houie relative to 
the fubjeCt through the kingdom. 

. Ckav.cdlor of ike Exchsqver faid, after the Houic of 
Lords had i nneuned, he propolcd to Uibmit it to his Majeity, 
and then to fend copies to the cujios rotulorum of every drvi- 
fion, to the chief magiftrate of every eorpor^ town, and 
to the bifhops, to be diitributed by them to *e parochial 
clergy. 

HIGH PRICE OF CORN. 

The Houfe having refolved itfdf into a commiUcc, on the 
high price ol corn. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Hujfey declared it to be his opinion, that the bounties 
agreed on by the committee, were not fufficient to Juftify 
the cxpeilarion of a fupply. The bounties already agreed on 
we?e twenty fliillings for every quarter of wheat from the 
Mediterranean docl the coaft of Africa, and fifteen (hillings 
only from the Baltic and America. 'I'bc higher the bounty 
tlK better, undoubtedly, the chance of a fupply. He was 
aware that this might be carried ad infiniUmi ; but it was fit 
that it (hould be carried to a reafonablc extent, or it would 
be of tio ofe at all; and to what extent it ought to be carried he 
would prefemly (hew, by the faireft calculations; He under 
ftood lhatwheat was (bid at prefent in Anif rica Inr gs, 6d. the 
bufhe), which was at the rate of feventy-fix (hillings the 
^u^rfer ; and in the op'nion of Mr. Claude Scorr, a celcbrat- 
fcl fiielor, the difFcreivje in quality to Englifli wheat was at 
the rate ri ten (hillings the quarter; and in the opinion of 
Mr. Wilf *n, ano:her celebrated fadtor, at the rate of fifteen 
(hillings thcquaitcr. He was authoriY.ed, therefore, to ad¬ 
mit the opinion of one as well as the other, and taking the 
latter, he made the following calculation. 

Per ,^tcfrfc}\ 

Orig'inal price of vvhcjf in the Amciican market £. 3 16 


DilTcrentc in quality to i rgliih - - 015 

Vreight, &:c. - - - - o lt» 

3i:lurr.ncc anJ comm‘uJr>n - - - o S 

ChaiUL'of (iam.igs - - - - o I? 

pKifit of .idvciitiirc - - - -08 

6 11 

ReiluiVion of bounty - - - - - 

5 


The price of EngIKh v^heat at prefent in the market, it was to 
be recolledicd, was 108 (hillings per quarter ; and confcqucntly 
if American wheat could not be fold for Icfs than 116 (hillings 
Qua; there was no chance of a fupply. If he went 
back to November the diff lencc was ftill greater, for then 
the Engli(h wheat was Ibid at 100 (hillings per quarter. 
Upon thefe grounds he propofed an extenfion of the bounty 
wheat imported from America, to 5s. per quarter more, 
Milking the whole bounty 5 wenty (hillings quarter. He 
I i&id ne qualified for bringing forward any motion ; 

and if he hayany idea that the right hom^urable gentleman 
meant to refift 't, he certainly Ibould not have done it; nor 
ffiould ] e have done it if the committee had not already 
granted a bounty of 20 (hillings p/r quarter upon corn im¬ 
ported from othtr places, whcic the freight and difficulty of 

bringing 
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bringing it hither he acknowledged w^s greater, but where 
the expcdation of a fupply was lefe. Mr. Hufley then moved 
that an additional bounty, equal to one third of the bounty 
already agreed to be granted on corn imported into Great 
Britain, be given on all wheat, or wheat flour, imported from 
the colonies of Great Britain, or the United States of ,Amc- 
?ica, into this country." 

Lord Sheffield Oid that nothing could be more uncertaiii 
than calculat ons upoii the price of wheat in America, th^ 
pi ice had varied in a moft extraordinary manner and it was 
likely through competition to be much higher. Some letters 
mention flour, at 19^, 6d. fterlingp^fr buflid, and others of the 
8th Novemb^-r ftate it to have Mien to i is. 6[d. bur he con- 
fldered the bounties as a mere facrifice (;f fo much money to 
the wifhcs of thofe who fancied they mlglit procure a quantity 
of corn from abroad, and that he had not oppofed them left if 
they had not been granted, it might he faid hereafter a conli- 
(Icrable quantity would have been had if bounties had been 
oftereJ. On a former day he had troubled the Houfe with 
his reafons for aflertlng, that comparatively with our wanus 
wc could acquire but a very inconfidcrable quantity of wheat 
from other countries at any cxpcncc, and thofe pcrlbns who 
offered a bounty, as well as thofe who attended the committee,, 
were of the fime opinion. Bounties 111 the opinion of all the 
merchants who had been examined, would proptjrtiojiable 
raifc the price in the coun:ryfrom whence the article is to be 
cxpoited, France, Hollon’d, and tlie W'eft-Iiidics, would 
folbjw that price. I'he value of vvhe.it high as it is in Fing- 
lanJ, is very much lower than in I'raiicc and HolianJ, con- 
fequently it would go in neutral veffels to thofe rountr:cs. He 
faij it would be eridicfs to attempt by bounties to counter¬ 
vail the high price in other countries, and if we could fuccccd 
fo fai by e.xtravagant bounties as to ftarve the AV'ed-Iiadies^ 
the quantity thus acquired would not furnifli a moinaful ta 
lingland. We have rcfourccs and wholcfomc fublHtutes 
among ourfclvcs, and llircly if wc could obtain from abroad 
the great quantity of wheat that is wanted to make up the 
ufual confumption of this country in times of plenty, u would 
be ruinous to transfer to foreign countries fur the purclxafe 
very confidcrably more than fix millions fterling, excliifive of 
the freight, a quantity of tonnage nearly equal to the whole 
commercial tonnage of France in her moft prorperous day^ 
would be wanted, viz» 400,000 ions, or 2,000 vcl'Llsc/f ROO 
tons each. He added we ftir-uM do more harm than by 
propofing bounties which coull no: be effetiai*!, iinfmuch 
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as they tend to prevent the people from ufing thofc fubftitutes 
which may leffen the confumptlon of wheat under a falfe 
expe£tatian of a fupply. We have already an ample fupply 
of harley, oats, and potatoes, and wc may have at lealt 
600,000 quarters from Ireland. 

Sir Francis Baring fupported Mr. HKfTey, and ftated the 
p*-ice of com in America, to be lefs lIkiii had been mentioned 
by Lord Sheffield; he declared, he thought the motion fcafi- 
b)p ; if a bounty of 20s. per quarter be paid upon the impor¬ 
tation of corn from any one place, it ought to be froni. Ame¬ 
rica, fince our expedlation of a fupply was greater from that 
quarter than the Mediterranean, He afilired the Houie, upon 
his own authority, for he had a large cflate there, that be¬ 
tween the 24th and 28th of Ofloher, the price of corn was 
9s. 6d. and 10s. 6d. fterJingquarter, which ip equivalent 
to 17s. or 18s. currency. He agreed pejfeflly with the noble 
lord, that no fupply could be cxpc(^ted large enough for our 
demand, becaule there W'lis no great quantity of corn any 
where, but he was fatisfied that a larger fupply w’ould be ob¬ 
tained by a bounty of 20s. than 15s. From the Mcdlteira- 
nean we could have very little expcilation of fupply on ac¬ 
count of the contiguity of France; and he pledged hinifclf 
for the hift, as he mentioned it from his own knowledge, that 
the French aflually fent 8,000,000 of marks, in bars of fil- 
ver, laft Ociober, to Hamburgh, for the purchafe of com in 
the north of Europe, which was equal to 650,000. fterling. If 
they had it in contemplation to procut e corn at one place in this 
manner, they muft alfo had it in coiuemphition to procure it 
from another ; and of courfc, as the harvelts had this year been 
deficient in the (bath of France, where they have ufually been 
fo abundant, it is reafonable to fuppofe that they have endea¬ 
voured to procure fupplies fiom the meditciranean, as well as 
from the north of I urope. He thought we could expect but 
little from the Baltic; and therefore as America had lalt year 
afforded us above a million of quarters, the preference (houlJ 
be given to it. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer declared he differed from 
the noble lord and the honourable gentleman oppofite to him, 
in opinion on the queftion. He was not he faid fanguine in 
his hopes that any great fupply could be acquired by importa¬ 
tion; he did not neverthelefs defpair that fome advantage 
might be gained that way; and therefore he would agree to 
the incrcafc of bounty propofed. He was free to fay, that he 
thought we werl* to look rather to the internal mcafure of mix¬ 
ed bread than to any external lenu dy. If our internal re- 

fources 
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fources, could however be at rtl ^ded/by external fuppBes, 
the idea ought not to be rdinifuiQicd fer 5s; adctitioikl hpun^ 
per quarter^ which, cotnpared with the a4^amage, was little 
or no confidcration. He trufted that the regulation ro^£Hng 
bread would be fo diffofed by the example of the Lorda and 
Commons, and of perfons of rank, both by their individual 
and colleaive exertions^ that the ncceflity of importation 
would in a great degree be fuperfede; and thus the couqtfv 
be more eafily and cbeaj^r, benefited. /'' 

the honourable baronet (Sir Francis Baring) .bad 
faid, that we fhould excite a competition with, the Fr^pdi,- 
he had no hope that we fhould be ferved before them if they 
had fpecie to buy ; when he confidered the want of money^rr 
France and the degree to which their finances were exhaujted, 
not only for external operations, but even to maintain their 
domeftic exertions, he had no reafon to think this competition 
with us would in any great degree take place in foreign coun¬ 
tries. He was however induced to accede to the n>otion,’- in 
order to fccure every poffible advantage. 7'he rate of bounty 
given was confidcrablc i. and fbould.be apportioned to different 
markets. Such was at firft hU ide;t in makingboupty .for 
American fupplies left; but as he felt that the cornpletitlon 
with France inicht in foitic degree operate, he chai^gcd his 
original idea, and therefore he would vote of the motion olFithe 
honourable gentleman. ’ . • 

Ivord Sheffield replied that the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
had proved what he did not intend; if the French bad not 
money to purchafe corn the competition would ceafe, and 
bounties would be unnecdlary. His lordfhip cxplain..d aod 
fupported the ftatementhe had made. 

Mr. yodJrell laid he thought, if the prefent bounties w^Id 
not do, that no higher would be of avail, and would only^fet 
the avarice of one nation againfl that of another, without paro- 
ducing good. He declarednis own opinion was that pur chief 
refource w'as to be fought in the improvement of pur own 
country, and the cultivation of our wafte lands. i r " 

The quefiiori was put on Mr. Hufley's motion, andRgre^ 
b?- - . ■ . • ' ^ 

Sir Peter Burrel moved, that a bounty equal to thrpe^fifths 
(fas.) of the Bounty agreed to by the Houie,,in the pw^ent 
fdljion ofpariiament, for the exportation of pv^ry quarw, of 
corn from' the Medirerancan, be granted upon every quarter 
at prefent in the ports of this kingdom and under tpe 
Ip^s; which was agreed to, and the report pf the conumit?* 
was ordered to be brought up next day. 

V©L. IL 1795. 4B The 
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' nr b« report »6f the commitf^ 60 the corn importation bouti'^ 
ty Was oracrciJ to h^ received • 

* MOtlNY fittL; ^ 

.[ brought Op the report ol^ the .committee ori the 

mutiny bill. ' , . , 

' the Sitreiaryai War brought up a claufe for makmg the 
fame allowance as laft year to inn-keepers, who flhall have 
Certain numbers of foldiers and hbrfes quartered upon them; 
and alfo for referving a power to alter parts of the bljj in the 
prefent feffioaof parliament ; whidi being read and agr&'d to, 
ti|e Bill was ordered to be read a third time on Friday the j8tb, 
if then engrofled. 


! HORSE DUTY BILL. 

VT^hc Houfe having refolved itfelf into a Committee of the 
Whole Houfe on the bill for granting a duty on horfes. 

Th Oyanciild'r of the Exchequer faid, that fince he had pro- 
po^ this tax, it appeared to him, from the fuggeftiori of 
q|Ks, that there were certain horfes which it would be expe- 
^it to exempt from the impoft under this bill. It would rc- 
rnain with thofe who kept the horfes to ftate the number of 
them that came under the exemption, in a lift, which they 
fhoiild be required to give in; and the officer. Who was to col- 
the duty, would judge of the propriety of that lift:, if er« 
roneous, he would of courfe furcharge the party; and be icf- 
pbnfible if'he made any impoft that was not warranted by the 
acJ. The horfes which he meant to be exempted from the 
^uty of this bill, were generally all thofe that had not been ufed 
^ work. There was another defeription of horfes which he 
thought it expedient to exempt from the duty of this bill; they 
Were thofe that were ufed in fome employments in Scotland 
and Wales, and which were of a very low value. He ftiould 
therefore prOpofe, that all working horfes, that w^ere under 
fbftteen hands high, reckoning four inches to the hand, fliould 
Ifc exempted from the duty. In order to prevent fraud as to 
%he number of horfes to be exempted, he fhould propofe that 
Ac perfons keeping fucb horfes, fhould deliver in a lift of diem 
to the officer who cclle£tcd the tax, and allow them to be in-^ 
fpil^ed Sind me.ifured on demand. 

^ Thefe reflations were afterwards propofed to the cotn- 
mittec and adoj^ed, and the report was ordered to be receiv-^ 
cd. 

The other Bill, for a new duty on horfes ufed for pleafere 
pafled the committee, and the report was ordered to be de¬ 
ceived next day. 


•The 



D)te. 17.] WOODTAltflS VARUAM^TARV REPORTS 555 

Tiu: Bill for gninting duties on p^eafure horfes was com¬ 
mitted, and Mr« RjiJemanA t claufd (0 exempt,from t)>e duty, 
diaries ufed by perfoAs in the yeomanry cavalry, &o. read and 
agiieed.to. 

Mr» IVafitr/orct expreficd his with that fmall freeholders 
living on freehold from lol. to 15I, per year, Ihould be ex- 
cnmted from the duty. 

ThtChmutUor tf the Exchequer aflented to the propriety of 
the meafure. 

The report was brought op, and ordered to be rcc<;irj;d 
lieait ^.—Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Thursday, December 17, 

The order of the day, for the fecond reading of the Loath 
Bill, being read. 

The Earl of Lauderikle Lid, their lordfbips probably thought 
it fomewhat ftrange, as it certainly was not common tor the 
Hgu^ to be fuMmoned upon a loan Bitli but the loan of 
the pr-ffent year was of lb unprecedented a nature, that he 
thought himfclf not only juftified, but barely doing his duty, 
by calling their attention to the lingular circumftances coiL 
nedted with the tr^nfatition. In making the prefent loan, a 
laager and more extraprdinary bpnvs was given than had ever 
heretofore been given} and thatlyftetn pf competition loft, 
which, if he were to attempt to fiate the benefits of it, he 
cpuld not do u more forcibly than had been done by that per- 
fon v^ho in the prefent inftance had departed from it and who 
in an elegant harangue had pronounced it to be founded on fo 
good a principle, that he had even made a bad bargain tt( 4 > 
years ago for the fake ofeftablilhing it. The principle thete- 
forc having coft the public fo large a fum ought never to have 
been departed fiom. He believed it would m found diat^he 
Jofs to the public, upon this occafion, amounted to the enor¬ 
mous fum of two millions} and the loan was concluded under 
circumftances altogether unprecedented. Inftead of heii^ 
concluded upon that day whichbypublicnotioe it was to be con¬ 
cluded on, It wj}s concluded two days previous} andthofeper- 
fons who had been invited and were willing to become com¬ 
petitors were thereby on the fudden excluded. Inftead of be¬ 
ing concluded, alfo, but a day or two previous to the ftate- 
ment of it in parliament, it was completed near a fortnight 

2 " before 
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before that tmti So that the niinifter totally loft all the be¬ 
nefit which intervening accidents might have given him. 
The pecuniary damage fulhuncd by the country, was however 
in his opinion^ the Teaft of the evil; the great mifehief was, 
that the mode and circumftances oF the tranfacSion tended to 
deftroy the fyftem of competition itfelf. Tlie contraSors for 
the iaft loan it was faid had the promile of precedence in the 
prefent; if that were the faS, why not have ftated the circum- 
ftance to thofe who would be competitors; Why not have 
fairly made them acquainted of the nature of the cafe, that 
they might know under what circumftances they were *nvitcd 
to bid. To have done fo, would have been a£ling ingenu- 
oufly, though he was far from recommending fuch practice. 
His wifll wa<5 to have the fyftem of competition cntncly open 
and unlhacklcd. No man had more jufty, or could have 
more emphatically, extolled the fvftcm of competition than 
the prefent Chancellor of the Exchequers fo fully convinced 
was he of the value of that fyfttm to the public, that he had 
adopted it even iirft at an expence to the country and defended 
the Ipfs, then incurred by the value of the principle obtaini^d 
and ^ablilhed; he had afterwards found it anfwer, and de¬ 
rived great and important financial advantage fiom it. It was 
the more to be regretted, the more to be watched in the pre¬ 
fent inftance, therefore, becaufe, notwithftanding the utility 
<and advantage of fair and open competition, the minifier who 
had glontd m introducing it had totally abandoned it himfelf; 
and by the manner in which the prefent loan had been concluded, 
it would be impoflible for him, or any future miniftei, ever to 
negociateany future loan loan upon that fyftem of fair compe¬ 
tition, btcaufe thofe who wore the proper perfons to treat with 
for a loan never would be hereafter perfuaded, that they were 
to be treated fairly and impartially, nor would they have any 
^confidence in thofe whp defired them to give in their terms. 
The Earl laid, thefe were his principal objeflions to the loan, 
amd thefads upon which they were grounded were fuffinently 
known to that Houle and to the country, but too much could 
npt be faid upon the principle features of this tranfa&ion, and 
the tendency of H a meafure of finance. It would they all 
knew, bc'an'cafy matter, becaufc it was already, he might lay, 
proved, to Chew that the minifter was not driven by ncceftity 
to fo bad a bargain, but on the contrary, that much better 
t|MS might have been obtained. The principal defence that 
iPdbeen let up was, that by concluding this bargain fo early, 
^e advantage that would reiult from Ihewin^ our enemies the 
nation could raife eighteen millions fterling immediately, and 
by chat means provide from the ncceiTary expenditure of the 

next 
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u'ext ycatr, and imprcfs them yrith a hrgh fcofc ^ the fiifKukiid 
refources of the country at a time their accor- 

dihgto thereprefaittations ofminifters^ uffo dej^ora^ aftate. 
The advantage however be its valhe what iti^ight, more 

thenCounterbalanCedby manifefting to the world thafilthad coft 
the country above' two millions to raife eighteepj from that 
fa£t, he was perTuaded, in the eyes of Europe our fituatSpn 
would not appear to be lb profperous as minifters wifhed.the 
French and others to imagine. The loan ought not he cop* 
tended to have been concluded fo early, but that time ^loaU 
have Vron allowed for fair competition, by which' the coonr 
try would have eventually been great gainers. Supposing 
even that any temporary demands required immediate pay^* 
ment, it would have been much better, that the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer had done what he could have very eafik 
done, Wz. railed a temporary loan, or^ iiTued Exchequer Bil& 

• for what he wanted, to be repaid greater, hppi 

viras fettled by competition on the moil favourable terms 
the public, or he might have come down fop: a vote of credit. 
He might have done that and referved the large loan till a more 
advantageous moment. Thdfe who* had the money WpuUi 
have readily given it upon thofe EitchequerBills, ^becaufe they; 
would have hadintereft upon it till the great loan was imde^ ' 
inftead of which, many of them had taken their money from 
other advantageous purpofes, and been without intereft for 
two months, in hopes that, if the fyftem of competition was 
adhered to, they might have had me contrad for the great 
loan. 

In comparing this with all former loans, the extravagance 
of the bonus appeared p) be unprecedented. On loans made 
by lord North during thq American War, the , aggregate of, 
which amounted to 57,000,000!. the whole fum paid as a 
bonus did not exceed 2,5Qb,OOci. and in the prefent inilanc(% 
on a loan of i8,ooo,oool. the minifier had given a bonus of 
2,000,000). which was within 500,000!. of ^1 that was paid 
on the loans during the American w'ar. And while he dc- 
feribed the ncceflity of adhering to the fyftem of competition 
which the prefent loan teh^ to annihilate, they ought to rc- 
coUecl that the mirfifter had borrowed a fum of not lefs than 
5i,oOo,oool. fince February laft. He contended ftrenuoufly, 
that.* inftead of the impreilion which this tranfadiion would 
have upon the enemy as ftated by minifters, it would, from 

• the circumftance of the cafe, and the notorious facSts attenii- 

ing it, in his opinion, produce an impreffion dirc^lfy the jro- 
‘. verfe 
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and not much to thf^ credit of the financial refouroes of 
xhk eouotFf. 

.. iKor worelhe citciifxxftatKe of the loan and the time at ^hicb 
it bad been made, alone dcferving of rema^^b and reprehenfion; 
jAere were other tropics his lordChip faid contieSed with it that 
-were worthy- of notice 5 befidcs the ftatc of the funds^ and the 
cxifting circumftances of both icpuntries at jthe time, the min 
fiifier feemed to bciow fomothing more which he ought to have 
to the advantage of the pijbhc. After the loan waa conclud- 
cdi all competition having previpufiy been excluded» asid a 
{tre^determinatipnin favour of a particular fet of mcn^vhen, ^ 
a the Minifier i»d not been content with the extravagant 
nm given, he brought down a meflage from his Majefty in 
dicating peace, the nature and contents of which ^t wpuM 
he in vain to fisv be was ignorant of till the moment it camp 
idown, and the efFe^ of which the minifier well knew; he wejl 
knew would raife the funds, apd in fad it was upiverfally kqown, 
ttmtitaduallyproduccdamonfirous advantage tothpfe whofeem 
cd to be in thefecnet ^ tt would thereforejbe no very difficult mat- 
svr to provcy that perfons muft have had a tolerable good guefs 
that the mefSig^ would make it^ appearance in the inap^, 
'vuamier, and at .the very time that ic did. It was no^orjo^ 
that one perfon bad fpeculated laj^ely indeed under tfie ap¬ 
pearance of fuch an impreffion. The events wliich had pro¬ 
duced the mefiage, the (liort experience which minifters bad 
had of the new government pf France, a^d the terms and 
meaning, and eiFc£l of the mpi&ge itfelf, were of themfelvcs 
fuch finguUr and ftriking circumuanccs, the myileiious du- 
tpltcity of conduit which the mlni(l:ers bad ffiewn, his lord/hip 
iaid,. Gould not be fufficiently reprobated. As no perfoa 
jiCould believe that minifteis were ignorant of the t^vents th,^t 
produced the mcllage, befoic the loan was concluded, and the ef- 
iedt ic certainly would produreon thb funds, by holding out the 
probabieapproachofpeace, they were he contended highly cupa« 
tbk: in not making ufe of their knowledge and information^ and 
turning it to the advantage of the country, inftcadof purfuipg 
-the contracy line of conduct, which they naij done. He wpuM 
mot, the carl fatd^ accufc any man of being corrupt; it was not 
the falhion to eonitder the minilVcr in theie days as corrupt; in 
the times of lord North the fa (hi on was other wife. It was 
jliieii the pradicc to watch the condudl of the miniK^er in 
snaking his louiis, w’lth jealoufy and* vigilance. He muft fay, 
that there never was tranfadion wnich, on the face of itf 
would create moie fuipicion and difiruft of the purity of 
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imi^ers than thp prefcnt. TltougJj^Jie iftight npt ;thioi: him- 
feif warranted to. charge tb^ Wt^ peribnai^corr^^ 

tion,'yei the circumftances of thU loan wdrfe^ftflth formed 
•ne of the moft^ powerful itiftrumentjr of cotruprioo, and 
afforded an oppor&nity for its being ufed^ that they 

Cc^d have invented; and to (hew that this was the opinton 
of a tight honourable gentleman^ much canne&ed with tninU 
fterSi on a* former occahon, be read Mr. l)undas’s defcription 
of filch a tranfaflion, by bis defence of lord North, in die 
year rfoi; when the fairnefs of the loan of that year was at* 
tacked, and queliioned. I'he late loan, be faid, was ten times 
more extravagant-than all of tne loans of lord North, and 
dife£lly in the teeth of the principle of the right honourable 
gentleman himlelf, the principb of competition,, of which he 
had fpolcen with fo much eloquent emphafis. His lordlhip con* 
eluded by declaring thofe which he bad ftated to be the prind^ 
pal grounds of his oppofition to this bill. In the courfe of the 
noble lord’s fpeech, he faid he believed it would be found that 
the public lois of two millions ianus upon a loan of eighteen 
millions, would have paid off one li^th of the amount of all dm 
aifignats iffued in France; a language that he was entitled to 
believe, in confequence of the fort of reafoning that be had 
of late been ib much in thh habit of hearing from rniaiflers 
rcfpedling French finances. The enquiry inftituted in another 
place, his lordfliip, infinuated would bepregnant of fotne pretty 
extraordinary fafts anil proceedings. 

£ar^ Grenville perfeilly agreed with the noble lord, that 
the principle of competirton in borrowing money for the 
fervicc of government, Was-an excellent one, and was rather 
plcafed than not, on hearing complaints of the violation of a 
principle eftablifhed by the prefeut government. As a general 
])rinciple, his lord(bip Faid, be had already admitted, and 
fhould be ever ready to admit its excellence. 11^ that, in the 
ficuation of the country, umler ioxircumftances whatever, 
would be i>rudeiit and ptt^cr to depart from it, was what he 
not fo' ready to admit. IFlce. noble earl’s fpeech naturally 
divided itfelf into two brandies; the that the was 
too extravagant; land next^ tiiat competition fhould never be 
loft fight of. He agreed, that the beft terms the public 
ought always to be got, but he dented that the was fo ; 
great sts the noble earl had ftated it to be. nobk 

in hris calculation, had taken all as lot's to the country, without 
allowing any thing for the’advantage of the i^ders. 
had taken in both intcreft and difeount, with the accidental 
rife of ftocks, to make out what he termed the isnusy which 
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wa$ oot^^rthe im^s was hot per cent., and it (houU be 
feme ^ways be given^ or the lain 

tetild not be imde., In the examination of former loanS) be 
beKeved it would appear, that five or fix^per cent, was the 
general average of late years 5 the terms, therefore, of the late 
Joan prefented an advantage fo immenfe, that if he had ftbfed, 
on the firft day of parliament, that a fum of eighteen millions 
could have been borrowed at that rate, he believed he ^otild 
have been credited but by very few j indeed, he doubted whe¬ 
ther they would not have fuppofed him mad or imSf^uated; 
yet fuch was the faS. With regard to what the noble earl 
had ftated of a fmall temporary loan, that would, in his 
bpinioHy have been the worft poffiblc policy, and the moft im¬ 
prudent mcafure that could have been adopted; it was one 
which, upon any conlideratiori, be fhould have thought it his 
deity to oppofe. In its confequences it muft have tended to 
give us the moft defpicable appearance in the eyes of our 
enemies. “ See,’^they would have faid, to what fliifts the 
. niinlfter of England is reduced, whi^n he is obliged to nego¬ 
tiate a fmall loan for the exigency of the moment; a clear 
proof, that the finances of that country are fo difordered, and 
their refources fo reduced, that he could not compafs a larger, 
and was unable to raife all the fupplies of ,a year of war 
while, on the contrary, by the meihojd ptitfued, we had con¬ 
vinced our enemy, we had declared it to all^Europe, that our 
refources were in the moft flouriftiing ftate; that our finances 
were capable of affording ftrong and effectual aftiftance; and 
that we were prepared and able to purfue the war with vigour 
and refolution. If they had not concluded the bargain as they 
had done, and the courfo of events had not turned out as they 
it might have been ©bjeSed to them, “ Why did you 
not conclude when you might have made an advantageous 
agreement? you might have agreed when fiocks were higher 
than at prefent.” The late rife in the ftocks had been bcca- 
fioncd by the various accounts of proceiles, and. the rapid and 
vifible depreciation of the refourees of the French. They 
could not abfolutely forefec;that one atmy would he totally 
ruined, and andthjBr difperfed; nor could they tell that Man- 
'fiJ^rrendcr in ten days after , the trenches were 
againft it. Yet thefe fucceiles of our aUie% be re- 
Ifbated it, were the caufe of the rife of ftocks; and, by. that 
rife, of the large benefit accruing to the contra£lors of the 
loan. At the moment the loan was concluded, it was ipdif^ 
putably a bargain for eighteen millions, made on terms highly 
beneficial to the country, and well warranted by the then 
cxlfting cheumftances. 

With 
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igation in tfie bQw Hoafe; and a 
coRMl^t tribunal wbdld decide, The noble #rl relies mudi 
on m effe^ of the meii^latel;^ dtlivui, 1, liM t'le proprietf 
of waHb^tuncil that badmeu made public, li v impoffiMe 
for him W fay exad^ly, wh^^t proportion of efFe^l that had 
upon ^ funas of the country; tiiat meflSige, however^ bad 
hhen greatly mifapprehended without doors> and’confequendy 
much mifrcprdentation had prevailed refpedin^' it. Sotnn 
had proceeded to think that a negotiation was already com*- 
menced > others, that it was on the point of being concluded} 
and others had even gone lb far as to think that peace was 
immediately to be hac^. The fad that, as he had faid the Srit 
day of the le^on, that he thought the prefent governmentlif 
France a bad government fur tbofe who were to live undee 
It, and not unexceptionable as to the left of Europe, yet it 
was fo far a much better government than any fort of govern* 
menc they had befoie feen, that his Majefty's miniftOrs had 
tl'ought It a fit thing to advife his Majefty to fend a meflage, 
declaring that matters, refpeding the government of France, 
had come to fuch a crilis, that he was ready to profds his clif- 
poitdon to negotiate, whenever a Itmilar dli{>ofition fhould be 
manifefted on the part of France. With regard to the com- 
parifon of the iem/s, on Our loan of eighteen millions, with a 
financial operation of France, certainly he would not copy the 
example of Franee, nor were the two operations at all ana> 
logons; curs w.is a voluntary loan, railed at 4' per cent, 
they certainly gave nothing le/ius, for a forced loan, but they 
took away from thofe individuals, feleded and compelled 'o 
take it at 95 per cent, of his principal, the moment they 
became holders of the aiBgnats. His tordfhip concluded Witn 
dedal ing, that he rejoiced at the ehqtliry that had been ad* 
nutted, and had no duub^ that the refute would prove highly 
honourable to theChanceuor of the £)xchequer. 

Tl^e Eat I ef Lauderdale rofe to reply, and faW, he would 
not detain their lotdihips long, but he tnuft make a few 
obfervations on what had fallen from the ntfbte Ihtd. He muft 


{Ortly differ from the noble lord, and partly regret what he 
had heard. In the ill ft place, he rejoiced in common with 
the noble lord, that the traafaaion to which he had alluded at 
Vot. II. 1795. 4C ib 
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fo much length) was to be a of enquiry. His lort^iup 
faid, be, rouft oqijtcnd, agaJnft the noble lord’s affcrtion that 
five fix ptr bad'^teen, p'lOrfem 

loans. Upwi anavirtrage, heficlieved he venture io affert 
that 4^ per cent, would be found to be jiearer theramount/ 
The appearance was ftrong agaii^ft tbe mioifter of corrupt 

f )ra(^ice, in violating hU own (winciple fcf compemlpt^Vaod 
ofiiig two millions of the publd money, by the pmfOli^W 
given to Mcflrs. Boyd, Benfield,^and Co. 
muft have known what would be the elFecl of tlir radSige, 
and therefore ought to have taScen advantage of i^' fot^ the 
public. With refpefl: to the explanation which tfit noMf 
lord had given of ihe late mefiage from his Majcfty to piw- 
liamenr, he was extremely forry to learn it; he had flattered 
himfclf, that ail the idle ponfiilio, from which fide the firfi 
propofition towards peace Ihotitd come, bad befen fomc time 
lince got over and abandoned. He did not imagine that the 
n^otiation was gmng on, or in forwardnefs, nor did he mean 
toaik roinilters any fuch queftion, but it was with extreme 
regret that be heard, that it was only meant, that bis Majefty 
w« difeofcd .to treat,, when the French goveraroent fliould 
a di^rofition to treat. The noble Iwd was, he faid, 
roiftaken in conceiving, that he revered the form of govern¬ 
ment in France lefs,'at prefeut, than he had done of old, at 
ieaft as far as a retrofpeQ: of the laft two years would com¬ 
prehend. He had-only contended, that there waS nothing in 
the prefent principles and form of the French government 
better adopted to treating, or to negotiation, than there had 
been before, unl^ in. the wbimfical (befies of the ancients, the 
council of 500, of any of the committee. • 

Lord Grenville faid, it was SvhoWy unneceflary for him to 
do more, than repeat what he bad laid on the day of the 
mefiage, viz. that the prefent goyertihaent of France was a 
bad government for thofe udm were to live under it, but 
■ that S was fuch as his ^Majefty might be advifed to treat 
wiA, His ■words had been ftudied words, words of pre¬ 
meditation, in s^ich he had carefully avoided fiiying any 'lhihg 
flfrther tHan the mefiage itfclf in^fed. Whenever 
tiatioa fitawld appear Ifkdy to fee agreed bn* an idle 
punailio fif who was advance, couU neVi^ 

|«;fufftr«diotar:*e0^encei«^ofatiT^ , 

The then .jrcad.a-'fecond time, jtiri the Houfe 

■jowntid ' 
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. A .^e^gc iitovhe lor-ds MoriiKd; the.. {|oufc tbat their 
toihe jitf the commons in. 

jrfiebill fpi: the Sfety and prcfervation of hisMajcfty^s perfon 
anS'goi^^ipiieflt. ^ - 


up tKb report of the corn committee 
|br graining bounties onjmporcation^ which w^s iLeceived and 
immediately, re-committed. ; . 

The tJoufc haying rcfolvcd itfelf into a committee andgonc 
through the bill, the feveral refolutiofea'^f^e read. 

Sir Petir Burrel made fomc objedlioiis to the claufe for li¬ 
miting importation to certain ports, and wiihcd to extend it. 

Mf \ i?yrf<T replied, that the provifion was made for the; 


purpofe of having efficient judges to examine the grain im^. 
ported; and it was thought neceflary, in order to eftciSi.this 
defirable purpofe, to prevent importation to^any ports that. 
had not ulually, one year, imported an hiindred quarters. 
If, then, this regulation were ever broken .through by fac- 
teuding it, agreeably to the hqoourable baronet’s wtft, other 
gentlemen might be, inclined to extend it ftili farther. 

After a fhbrt ooUverfaiiQn, the Hou£; refdpaed^ and tti^ 
port was retcived.' 


HORSE 0tJT.X. 

A/r, broiig&tup the report of ffie convnitteeon .the 

bill for impofmg duties on every borfe, mare or gelding, colt^ 
iilleyor mule. 

Cohnel Rolle wHhei} for ,a claufe to exempt brood mares. 

The ChanecHor of the BxdH^uer fald, he fuppofed they were 
too valuable for people to objetS; to the payment of a duty of 
two ftiilliags, ' ' / ' : ' 

Mr. f Miffs diiapproved of the pfiittiple, as brood mares, 
like;Cows, are past.^^'thcliuffiandry of the farm i but he did 
hat ‘qbjea(to thecaa, as 

,ReJe for exempting poft-^horfes, as 

thef al*^eady pay a duty of mife, which was adopted. 

Colmel propped a daufc fcr/cj^mpt^v^ not 

eig|ipyed 5n draft, in mountait^&us^W^ farmer 

is i^liged to kt^p almoft as many hmfes as a onp^K|^ 

carriage of manure. ' ' V ; . ^ 

The Chancellor the ^ as at ffiis ate 

ihcrp would be no end to exemption'*- ' 

4C1 Lm 



SH woppf ALL'S RBPOIITS. 

Lord few, be thpTlght the exemptions bad \ficn 

carried loo far *hi^ he flaould have liked tlv^^j^xL 

ftill better, if it ekteijdc^^/ofar.^^ to ufc 

ofhorfes and to projnote tW'dfij of o3|e»,.#d ^ad b^n five 
tim^js greater on farms, , above : 50!. /># At the 

fame time he wodd give ah annual pr^tum for a limited 
time to farmers under that rent for each ox they embayed 
infiead of a borfe not exceeding fix. It appe^ed that the 
illand could not maintain all its animals, he rupt^fsd .i}iS[ne 
could be reduced in number with more'propriety ; 

tbey confmned a very great proportion of the prodii^ of the 
earth, and a horfe whofe daily allowance Is one peck oats, 
confuines as much of that article in oiie day as a man who eats 
little elfe, confumes of wheat in fourteen days. At the feme 
time^tbe horfe eats as much hay as an ox, and gradually be¬ 
comes a ufelef^ animal, w'hiCQiiim ox improves, and when he 
has done his labour becomes the food of man ; be looked upon 
horfes in hufoandry as a kind of luxury, fince’ the whole of 
their agricultural employment he knew by-experience, might 
as well be performed by oxen, and he acknowledged no in- 
. fiance in which'it was more advantageous to ufe the ox than 
the horics except in carriers waggons, and bin journeys. 

Mr. Carew contended that oxen could not be employ¬ 
ed in mourn auious countries; and 3S to the confumption of 
oats, he fuktl, the Houfe might be perfeSly eafy, as the horfes 
propofed to be exempted cat no oats at all. ^ 

motion was then put, and negatived* 

The feveral amendments of the committee were read, agi red 
to^ and the bill ordered to be read a third time, and engroUtd. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Friday^ Dcc^, 18 • 

Their lordfbJps met, apd, after the hearing counfel on an 
appeal, Anftmfheragaihft Anftrutber, a commilEon was open¬ 
ed, empowering the Lord Chanccjto, the ArchbiOiop of Can¬ 
terbury, the Duke of Dorfct, ^hd ^ers, as, commiffi^ers, 
to give ife royal aflent to the bill for the ft&ty and prejferva-r 
tion cl*his Majefty's perfon ;^d government againft tre^n- 
able ahd-&ditioiis pfaiSHcesj ■the bill for the more efieidtual 
jj^venti^ Mitious meetih^gs and affemblies, the Kfi for-the, 
paflige ofgtain, Wakeman^s divorce bill, and nine'in-* 
dofure, road, anil natui^lization bills. 

The loan biU read a third time«—«adjourned. 

^ HOUSE 



^pec. 


R!?PORT&. 


HQUSE OF r 

\ ■ \ 

Spi^kevi attended by feveral members, went to tlie 
Hcufc<rf Pecrsl^to hear the ro)^! aHcnt given to various bills, 
Theflieriffsof London came to tfe bar and prefented a 


petition* 

A pptitjoa of tfie lord mayor, alderman, and commons^ of 
the fitf of London^ in Common Council aflembled. 

A”*® the fa*d petition was read^ fetting forth, that the peti- 
tiotiers obfervd, with concern, by 4 be report of the corn com¬ 
mittee of the Hottfe^ that meafurcs are abfolulcly neceflary to 
be taken for the diminution of the ufe of fine wheaten flour 


throughout the kingdom, to prevfeht a fcarcity before the next 
harveft ; and that the petitioners conceive, that the moft ef- 
fciSlual mode,of obtaining that defirable end will be by enaSling, 
a law to prohibit the making any finer fort of bread, through¬ 
out the kingdom, than what confitts only of fuch a propor¬ 
tion of fine wheaten flour as the exigency of the prefent fitua- 
tion of tire country reejuires \ and therefore praying the Houfc 
to take fuch meafures to accprhplifo the" wifh of the petiti- 
ners as to the Houfe fball feerrt moft proper. 

The Mutiny Bill, the Horfe-Dealdrs’ Licence Bill^ the 
Horfe Duty Bill, the Poor Relief Bill, and the Corn Bounty 
Bill were mad a third time. ( 7 'he pdrt of Bofton was in¬ 
cluded in the Utter. 


A meffage from Ae lords informed the Houfe that their 
lordfliips had to a Bill for raifing eighteen millions by 

wav of annuity wttfiijut any amendment. 

On the third reading of the Bill for granting a duty upon 
horfes ufed for pleafofe. 

Mr. Wilhrfarce propofed a claufe the citedf of which was 
to exempt thofe who may hold farms of annual rent of 70I. 
or of freeholds of 35!* &c. which was agreed to, the BIU 

palled* \ ^ 

' WINCED BREAD. 


' On thejtbifd BiU for alloyri^g bakers to 

Vake brcadi dTa mixed quafity. 

iiyrf<r propofed to Xecure;^,3i^ fhe rights and 

privileges cf the company, of pf the city of 

London, , ' / ' ' \ — 

Sir William Pultm^f enquired what meanmg^Kof this 
•was? ^ 

^ Mr. Ryder that it had been underftood that the com-' 
mittee of bakers in London Ihd certain privileges, whicb^ if 

they 
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they made ^ captious ufii^; c^ would be eppreffive t<yf^ 

fttany bakc!^ in thel^rof^is. * The cl^fe 
brought, ic being unyferftc^ w^Mpo . 

fuch ufe of their privileges ; and, "Jf they ffid, ^cir |j«vii)4;cs 
Ihould be fufpenJed in the courfp pf the pepfent 
'The claufe being, agreed, to, the. BiH Was read m thitil 
time. ^ ,1;'^ 

On the queftion being put that this Bill do pafe,” w 
Mr. Lt'chmere faid, he thought the Bill would be ’ 

to the poor, becaufe the ini:|Eed bread would not be fudlelihliy; 
nutritive, and they would iiot be able to purchafe ipy 
which would be particularly hard upon them, as every . otSef, 
article of the neceffaries of life was lb dear. He was‘^afraid 
that the pepaltj^ on the biker for felling to the poor the worft 
bread for tfic beft, was not fufficieni to prevent fraud upon 
the poor, whom it was his obje<Sl to prote<^, particularly in 
‘this time of fcarcity, ^ 

Sir. William Pultmey feid, he was witling to allow that 
the hormurablc member bad the beft motivts for w'hat he 


ferd ^ but he thought the tnfinuacions concernitrg mixed bread 
not being mitritive were dangerous, and fhouldno^be lightly 
thrown out. He was consent mixed br^ was fuf- 
:hciently nutritive. In fcveral parts of the kingdprp, bread 
was made of barley o.^iy as was the cafe io ithe *i3«n|^bour- 
hood of HaverfordweU/and all over Wales among tfee pourj 
and no people in^ the kingdom were more ftrong healthy.; 
In other parts, the poor eat oaten bread, where the people 
were aifo ftrong and healthy.. He ihould like to fee the experi¬ 
ment fried,, whether tlipfc who ate barley ^ oat bread were 
110145 ftroog as thpfe wboatc no bread hut fuch as was m<»de 
of the fineft flour of wheat. Even if tte cafe wa« not pre- 


cifely as he conceived it to be, the prefent fituation of the 
country ijjqmred this,regulati^ ; it bring much better that 
iboidd b^^^^ for the whole feafon, than 

that thcv ftmuld^ibe well fed for a fliort time, and have no 
. bread,attcr^ds.'< ' 

C^s^i&iSinky pbferved, that c^aten. cake wels the 
ckiefty Lancaftiire, and irwas found 

trittve. , ' .y, \ ^ ■' ; 

the bread Was to be marked with; the ^ 
jlP pomon it.contained j and 'that' »fhe 

Xiis were to punifli fuch bakers as (hould tranf. 

Pgrefs.'’. , , ^ '. . ' ^ ^ " 

Xechmfr^ bSA a fow Mfords in explanation. The Bill 
j|pk 5 'ftwh’paifed*/;i’'A' 4 o^^ “ 

, ' - HOUSE 
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R^poar^ ysy 
„ iTQUSC'bFj&B^r' 

■ 1 ■ SATURpAYt »g.’ 

^ f ‘ ,' '1 ' ' 

The Btei':fqr ghintiftg a bounty on the importation of 
csWo ; for allowing bakers to make a mixeH quality j 

for granting relief to popr perfons at tbeir^own houfes; for 
grayling a duty ofi borfqs, not already chargeable with ,tax; 
foriiS^repc^oftrcrtain^^ payable by horfe-dealers, and 
other jdutie^ in their ftead j the Mutiny Bill; a Bill 
forWmmiQiing the drawback on fugar; and the BUI for re- 
gafating the waftew fait carried coaftways, were brought up 
from thc Houfe of Commons, and read a iirft time. 

The royal affent was given by cqmmiffioi; to Ac Bill for 
railing i8 millions by annuity. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Saturday, Dumber 19. 


SUGjAR BILL. 

The ordelPf’dif the day was moved for the third reading of 
die Bill for reducing the drawbacks on fugar. 

Sir William Pulteney laid he felt it neceflary to ftate Ibme 
objections even, in this late ftage of the Bill. When the pre- 
fent nieafiirc was firft propofed» it was well received and 
feemed to be popular, becaufe it had been underftood that the 
public would lave by a tax oti the drawback. But when it 
fliould be confidered that it would operate to diminifli our ex¬ 
ports to foreign comitries, the aireration made by Ac BiB 
would be found injurio 3 (xs^tQ the nation at large, and, as a taky 
would fall ultimately upon the Britifh fugar iilands. The 
quantity of fugar inimorted into Ais country, greatly exceeded 
the confumptiort. If it were nott for ferVing other c^i^tries 
there would be no occafioh for this extefs of rmpmtatiofs. 
It had always been the policy of tliis country to allow cxpiwr-^ 
tatou; and the law,augld: to be fo contrived as to enable our 
•merchants to, come info foreign markets upon equal, if mu 
better, terms, than thofe of other nations. But the prefent 
Bill was coiitjgsry to aB former principles ; -It ^on the 
luppoiition that this country could force f0relgii^$,^tp buy only 
IBritifh f^gar. This was the cafe with feme Wad^ ih 
which there , are no competitors ^ as, for Inftance^ thd cod 
trade. But fugar was the produce ot many hot ipckiiritrfes ; 
Great Britain, therefore,'had not Ac ^'mi>ifopc 3 y 6f it; 
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though it were to be ;iJ5iQao|;K>)ized for a ^wo, it coul^ 

»ot be relied upon las pei^maneijr^^dK.aj^ * 

The idea that the price of . ^ Ic^wered waii/er- 

roneous* if it was fuppofed that ft would ftifl gg' abriSfi^ z^i be 
paid for by foreigners* Irt that caffe) th^ r^ht '^iipurabfe 
gentk'inan would allow, the confuwr at booie coidd reap w 
advantage from the reduftion of the drawback. l>h the 
trarv, if it did not go abroad, the tax muft be paid by 
lonifts. He had calculated tliq Jofs which> 5 « this cafe) 
w'ouki fuflain, and it amounted to 4.^8.011 the acr^ offfagari 
Making every allowance, it would be ^ual to aJaird of. 
t6s* ptr acre on the whole of their iflahas* From thefe cah»- 
fiderations, he was againft any reduiSHCri of the drawbacks on 
fugar, which» In his opinion, wotild prove a premium to 
foreign merchants to go into tbft market at the expcnce of 
. ©ur colonies; and he was convinced that the meafure was 
very HI calculated to produce a ftapding revenue to this coun¬ 
try, unlefs the miniftcr was prepared to fay, that he could fe- 
cure a monopoly of the fugar trade* 

The Chancellor of the Exchtquer laid, he could not agree 
with the honourable gentleman, to the whole exteht of his ob- 
jediion* It was to be confidered how far the meafure was 
fuitable to the prefent moment* He granted that it was ex¬ 
tremely important, and a matter of coiifiderable difficulty, to 
reduce the drawback, and at the fame time to fecure foreign 
markets. . The only queftion was-*-if, under the prefent cir- 
cumftances, this could be done? The French colonics, 
which ufed to fupply the greater part of Europe, were now 
either wholly in our pofieffion, or in fuch a fituation as to be 
rendered’unprodu£live; and many millions Which ufed to 
centre in France; .would now centre in this country. The 
meafure was merely temporary, ai^ fhould circumftances, 
which,might hereafter arife, render it nugatory, it would then 
be neceflary to recur to the ancient regulation; but in the 
mean time, when the French was driven from the competi¬ 
tion, it was proper to avail ourfelves of the opportunity of 
laying a tax upon foreigners, Irt this point of view, hfe coiiU 
not help thinking that the propofed tfeduSlioa would be at<^ 
tended with great .advanuge to the public. 

W. Pulumef and the Chancellor pf the Exchequer faid each 
words in e^ianatioii, after which the JSill was read a 
and payed. 

^ Mr* :tong moved, that the committee appointed to enquire 
into the circumftaacei? of the late loan, fbould have i twer to 
^ ' fit 
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fit, notwithftanding of any adjournment, and to report upon 
the evidence to the Houfe, as they fhould fee fit. Ordered. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, that no petition for 
private Bills (hould be received after the iith of February 
next. Ordered. 

The corn importation bounty and the fait duty Bills 
where alfo read a third time, and paflt J. 

At two o»’clocfc: the Houfe adjourned till eight, when the 
Speaker attended at the Houfe of Lords, and the royal aflent 
was given- by commiilion to the loan Bill. 

I he'floufe adjourned to Wednefday next. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Mo N 13 A y 5 Decernher 21. 

Read :i fccond time the Bills for granting a bounty on the 
,:?ipo:ution of com for allowing bjkers to make bread of 
n^ixccl fp.uhty ; rot granting rcliet to poor perfons at thei: 
ovi n ho-ifcs ; for granting certain duties on horft-s ; for grant¬ 
ing additional duties on licences to deal in horles j the Mu- 
f ;ny Bdl the Bill for diminifhing the drawback on fugar ; 
.and the fait new duty Bill. 

The Lord Chanceilcr informed the Houfe, that he had re¬ 
ceived a letter from Admiial Cornw*allis, acknovvlcdging the 
thanks of that Houle, &c. I hc letter was read and Lid on 
r.Lc table. 

Heard counfel on an appeal from Scotland. Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF LO..D3. 

Tuesday, December 22- 

Counfid was further heard on the Scotch appeal. Lord 
Kelly V. Sir J. Anfirniher. 

'1 he* r.ix Bills, and others, brought up from the Houfe cf 
Commons, on Satuiday, were committed, and oideicd to be 
read a tliird time. Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Wedenesday, December 23. 

Read a third time, and pafleJ, the mutiny Bill; the horfe 
Duty Bills*, and the various other tax Bills on the tabic: alfo, 
the corn importation bounty Bill ; and the Bill to allow 
bakers to make bread of a mixed cjualicy. 

VoL, 11. 1795. 4 U Thtf 
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The Earl of Derby prefetitcd two petitions from inhabi¬ 
tants of the town of Stockport, ia the neighbourhood of 
Manchefter, the prayers of which were read fro fbrma^ and 
th^ petitions weie ordered to lie on the table* 

The Earl ftated, that the reafon he defired only that the 
titles and prayers of thefe petitions ihould be read was^ that 
he had nothing to move on them, except that they be laid 
before the Houfe. ' They complained of great violence to the 
right of the fubjeft to petition that Houfe; fueb as he bad 
ftated it when he had laft the honour of addreffiiig th^ir lord- 
fhips on the bills which have lately palTed into law. He 
ihould bring the fubjedl of thefe petitions in a very ferious way 
before the Houfe after the holidays, and he ihould then propofe 
to call evidence to their lordfliips bar, which would juflify him 
in the meafure he ihould then offer. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Wednefday^ December 23. 

A meflage from the lords informed the Houfe, that their 
lordfhips had agteecl to the mutiny bill; the bill for granting 
relief to poor per<ons at their own houfes; the corn impor¬ 
tation bounty bill; the bill to allow bakers to make bread of 
a mixed quality; and to various new tax bills, without any 
amendment, 

A petition was prefented from the Bath agricultural fociety, 
flatin| rcafons why the petitioners were of opinion that a ge¬ 
neral inclofure of wafte lands would be a prudent meafure. 

Beftrred to the committee on waffe lands. 

Mr. Rider brought up a fupplement to the report on the 
high price of grain. Ordered to be printed.—Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Thurfday^ December 24. 

The royal affent was given by commifiion to the mutiny 
bill, the bill to allow bakers to make bread of a mixed qua¬ 
lity, and to the different new tax bills.—Adjourned to Tuef- 
day, the 2d of February. 


HOUSE. 



Dec,24.] WOODFALL-B MULrAMENTARV REPORTS, fjx 


house of commons. 

Thurfday^ Deemhif 24. , 

7 %^haying attended in the Houfe of peers to he^r 
the commiflion for the royal ailent read, informed the Houfe 
of it. • 

The Cbantellor the Exchequer moved that the Houfe do, at 
its rifing, adjourn to Tuefday, the ad of February. Orderi^,^ 

Mr9 Rofe moved for a new writ for the borough of Beau^ 
mans, in the room of Sir Watkin William Wynne, bart. who 
has accepted the office of fteward of a manor in Denbigh^ 
(hire. Ordered. 

Str y, Stnclah moved that the report of the committee on 
wafte Idndsbe taken into further confideration on Tucfday,the 
:? d of February. Ordcrcd.-«p-Adjouincd to Tuefday fhe 2d of 
February. 
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War Office, 30 th November 1705 . 

Windhamx 
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An ACCOUNT of the Pay, Clos^thing^, and Allowance 
rcGeiv64 by the Volunteer Lo^al Corps and Corps of 
Yeomanry j mih the Conditions m whioh tbyey receive 
them. 


VOLVNTSm COMPANiabS. 

THE officers of Volunteer Complies are allowed pay, at the 
fdir e rate as the of his MajeftyS ItegnUv Fences, accord¬ 

ing to their rtfpeCUve ranks, lor the di^ of exercile only; 
cept that conftant pay ia allowed to one oll^ccr of each cofn][^li7»< 
if taken ftom the pm payi dot exceeding ^ pay of a capt^ 

The non commiffioned officers and puvate men are allowed tnlW 
AilJings p r week each, provided they exercife two days in cadi 
werk, or a number of hours in different days equivalent thereto—» 
fix hours are reckoned equal to a day’s exerciic. 

One ierjeant in each company receives conftant full pay, with ' 
the lame allowances as are made to the f^rjeants of marching 
regiments, * 

The companies On the conft are allowed firolocks for one third 
of their numbers the reft of the men are trained to the great 
guns: the compaws in the interior towns are fuppUed altogether 
with firelocks, as have sdfb been fome of the companies og the 
coaft, where there were not the means of eseerdlfing them at the 
gieat guns. 

The allowances for cloathing (to confift of a coat, waiflesoat^ 
breeches, round hat, and cockade) are. 

For a Serjeant — . £339 

Drummer ^ a 3 6 

Corporal —— — 1 ii ^3 , 

Private Man —— —^ s 9 S ^ 

Accoutrements, con filling of a bel^ a touch, and a flsagv ai% 
alfo allowed for each man who is farnifhed with a firelock; tbefo 
articles are either fuppUed from the Ordnance, or an equivalent 
thereto is given m money by that department, at the option of 
the oommandants. 

CORPS OF YtOMmiBLY CAVALRY. 

Conftant pa> is allowed to one fcijeant only per trtopi' wtfih 
the fame allowamoes for hiipfelf and hk hhtfe, as to the 
of the regular cavalry. ^ ^ 

Twelve carbines arc allowed to each trqopr"'—each mani^ || at* 
lowed a piftol, a bioad fword, fwotd b^lt, a c^cuidg^ ^xnttd 



I 3> . 

Ilrap»«Wft hkt and hollBten. thefe articles m either fiintiibed 
by the Oldliarice, oi an e^utvalont thereto i j^ivea in tip^oney. 

pay alk>«reS to ofK.ers and me , wUle elm^oyed on 
ifihiMl feriHice* by ordare>f ihbfe who arc impo^ercd to caU them 
out; and fttch conjtioficnt ^aij^cs as ihall appear to have been 
jpvctoetly and nnavoidaU^ i^enfred are 11 te-imhaded, Jter 
undergoing the ufnal invcJtiga^on at the War Office. 

It» necefiarv to add, diat in many i«rftanc-s tlie corps hd^e 
declined avaiUag themfelves of the different allowances above 

^ 

*' '* War01^4^ 30 t)i Nifvetabor tlSs. 

W. WINDHAM. 


- f *■ 

. . . , . . 

. RETURN of the GENERAL a|»l STAFF OFFICERS 
* who have been enifrfo^ and paid under the Ear! of 
MOIBAi divided into Three ^riods: With aft Aocuunt 
of the Vvf and Allowance of thole Officers. 

. . I 


« tW^ P£Rlftl>l 

ft 

Frdm the Emharkat^n of the Troops at P^rtfmotlth in November 
1^93, to the Tuoiioaiion of the fdRequeot Wintei Quartet. 

1 p££ Btitilh Re^pweiits under the command of Lord Moira 
OR las Wtfet, Were «I(.veh; jd, i9ib> 27th( 28th, 4otht 
4ad» jr4lh, 57th, S^/ih^ 6 id, aftd 78th. 




The GENERAL OFFICERS employed were 

^ Major General ChbSuc. 

Rrigadier General Lord Cathcart. 1 
Bi^dier'G<lneial Graham. 

Brigadier General Hunter. 

Rtj|||[adier OtnpraltHoylr, Quarter Mallei General. 

It will hence appear'fhht dbdt was sot any fnpcrlluoua General 
QSetr daring the above pCried. On the contrary, acroiding to 
^ uftta} eouffe ^ Ihrvibtft fhere would bavO |t.ein an 'that re. 

t M^or Genenl Crolb e could not have commanded a 
in tllie fields hemg deffined to peiform the funAions of a 
ant Omopli thoqgh without addition of i<ntc or pay. 
d^po&teflft publkk orders to take the immediate com. 

niand 



( 39 > 

jnand of th« wing of in the fame mimiier a» 

General De Boitk commanded the or left no'bg^of the 

armv- 

The other ftaff officers employed, wvhifc tfctte Aid de Camp^ to 
the Commander in Chiefs being one lefs^flMi illdvftd his iranlk 
A/racaacy wa§ hdt^r the pnr^ ofe.of ^p0i,i4Sii|t 0 Hofliaa officer 
as i^pn as the Army ihould laud U Fr^eh* ' 

One Aid de Cl«te-fovlidSiyor 

Four Majors 

One D^IjMQg^er Maftcf Gen^. ^ 

Adjutant Gsfteni}. 

Deputy Adj^at OvtUaji. 

One Affiftaot. ' < ' 

One Secretary to the Comnumder inCbfef. 

One Chaplain to Head <2natter$e 

One Deputy Tbdge AdrocatCe 

Odt Ptovoff Marihar. 

One 1^1re£lor of the Hofpitala* 

OnelhirveyoTo , ^ , 

One Affiftant PiOrrcforJ ^ 

Two Phyficiai&s. ^ 

Thrive Apothecarios* ^ ^ . 

Four Surgeons. ^ 

The Mates paid at the Pay Office. The number raried l&om 
time to time, being Frequently detached on duly to other diftridb; 
and Tent ^n feparate expeditions. 

Four Fren^ Officers auached to th^ ffna!t% pf thf Ce||^l||liau4er 
in Chief. The fimflions of thefe Officers Wtte not OommenOC 
till the Army Ihould land m trance. ^ 

The Commiilariac, «iiid the Departiteent ^ the Cornmiiffiilg df 
Accomptfi, were paid by the Treafuityi M6 deputy"Ph^hller 
General by the Pay Office. , » ‘ * * 


SECOND PERIOD} 




From the 


Encampment of the TroPt)! at l^etdey to the'<1V3iiiit 
Qslffter* «f 1:7^ ^4^ ' ’*■ , 


THE number 
Moira was aa 

t9tb»27th, 28*h,40th 
and detachments from 


k 


of &(!eimetiti tt/ist Ua CoohMuid 
folio** • ^1* * 'i^Tir 

the roUowmgKegiaMphta^tW , 
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ytb Guards, 5th Dragoons, 9th Dfagoons, 13th 

Dr^^onsito 17th Dragoons, and i8th Dragoons. 

^ ailiiKticm of GntKral Officers was made upon the encamp. 
^ ' bW upon tke s^or for Lord MoiVa to jembark with hts 

|n&atty for Oftend, he applied to Miniftiy to add Brigadier 
General Gordon to his Stiff, for ih • purpofe of taking the erm- 
s^and of Netdey* Tiite 79th, 9ot!i, aad 98th Regimt *^ ., 'had 
been added to Lord MohaV Atm 7 « and^were on their, .ay to the 
^ camp. It had, befides, been announced to Lord Moira that the 
camp at Nettley was to be made tfar rendezvous of other Regi- 
menu defined ^.em^kat South^ptr a f^j^^ Weft Indies, or 
Mediterranean; ibd bveral Rc^fuems nn^^'thofe circumilances 
did arrive tliere. ^ ' V 

No additiol| of. Staff' Officers'^d'priiig'. this period, estcept one 
Major of Brigade attacbed^fo Btigadiot Cenei^l .Gordon, and one 
for the cavalry. , 

The 23d and 24th Rejgiinents of Dragoons joined the camp at 
Nettlev before September* ' 


THIRB PERIODS / 

From the aiTembltng of the Troops at Southampton, in July 
1795, ^ Termination of Lord Moira'^s Command. 


THE Regiments actually afllmbledk. under Lord Moira's com¬ 
mand were, the 2d, 3d, izth, uth, 19th; nyth, zSih, 33d, 42d, 
^7th» 63d, 78th, Soih, 9otli, iQift, 103d, io9ih, 124th Foot; 
With the 4th Dragoon Guards, the 22th Dragoons, and two 
fouadrons^of the 25^1 Di^goons. Several Regiments of Infantry 
spid a large Body of Camdty, were alfo announced tO' Lord 
Moira, as under orders to join him immediately ; and the Infantry 
nrriyed befote he quitted the command, though not before he was 
apprized that bis fervice'was not to continue. 

The GENERAL OFFICERS employed during this Period, were 

]^^r General Crbfbic. 

'M^or Gener^ Graham. 

Major General ^ Cavalry. 

Major General Cainpbe)!. 
j^on. Major General Needham. 


Major General Doyle, Quarter Maftcr General. 

rhe number of General Officers was in this period obvioufly 
for foreign fervice : bqt it was not cairied beyond the 
' ' above 
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V above amount j becaufe the early failure of Monficur De Puifaye 
\iircw an uncertainty on the expedition; and it was deemed im¬ 
proper to add any unnecefiary expence by the appointinem of 
i)fficers, until it fhould be aXcitained whether the emerprize 
were really to take place. ' . 

/ Ttwevet promotion having giveo the rank of Major General 
thok . ;ho had before been only brigadiers, they became each 
entitled co^Swiid de Camp. The lifl of Staff Officers therefor^ 
Hood thus: 'V 

Four Aid de Cahlips to the Commandet in Chief. 

One Si cretary to Ditto* ' 

One Chaplain to Head Quarters. 

Six Aid de Camps attached to the Major Geneiralsi 
Seven Majors bf Brigade to the Forces. 

One D^uty Quarter Matter General.. 

Four Aiuttants. 

One Adjutant General. 

One Deputy Adjutant General. I 
One Affittant. 

One Mntter Matter General. 

One Deputy Mutter Matter General. 

One Deputy Judge Advocate. 

One Provott Martial. * 

One Baggage Matter. 

One Dire&or to the Hbfpttals* 

One Purveyor. 

One Deputy PuHcyor. 

Four Phyficians. i 

Four Apothecaries. 

Five Surgeons. 

The Mates paid art the Pay Office.—The number varied front 
time to time, being frequently detached on duty to other Uittn&s^ 
and fent on feparate expeditions. 

Four French Officers^ attached to the family of the Commander 
in Chief. 


VOL. It. 


e 
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’ ■ R)|tURN of the Riktts of Daily P«, and of the 
Allowances to the Genera] and Stan Officers; as' 
paid by Lord Mearay to the Army under his 
mandy from Uie 20tfa November 1793 to the .tt o.' 
Auguft,i795. 


The Earl of Motia, as Commaa^der in Chief of an £, s. d. 

Army iteftintd for a feparate expedition « • lo o o 

M B. This pay was receiVcd from the aOtb No¬ 
vember 1793 to the 21ft June 1794., Oti being 
ordered to hlanders. Lord Moira rrauced his own 
' to £• 3 dayi the pay-of a Lieutenaiit, 

Generals in which capacity he aded under his 
Royal Highnefs the Duke of Yorkj ai,though his 
, commiflion of Commander In Chief for a fe^i^rate 
expedition remained in full force. On Lord 
Moira^s return from h landers^ he declined re¬ 
ceiving any pay or cmolumenc tiU his Army 
Ibould be reallembled/ which event took place 
on the *1 ft of July 1795# and he then retcived 
full pay to the 31ft of Auguft 1795. . 


Each Major General * - - - 

Each Brigadier 

£ach Aid de Camp of the Commander in Chief, or 
of a Major C^>ef^l - - . - 

Secretary to the Commander in Chief 
Chaplain to Head Quarters - • . 

Each Major of Brigade 


Quarter Mlafter General 
Deputy Oerter Maftcr General 
Each Aflmnt • 


A^ttunt General 
Di^uty Adjutant General, 


Amftant 


Muller Mafter General 
%puty Mufier Mailer General 

e judge Advocate 
Martial 

Mailer « 


2 0 0 
1 10 o 

o 10 o 
O |0 o 
o 10 o 
o 10 o 

100 
o lO o 
o 50 

100 
o 10 c 
050 

too 
o 10 o 
o 10 o 
0100 
o 10. o 

Diredof 
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Dirt^loivof the Hofpitals 
Purveyor 

''deputy Puiveyor 
Phyficlan 

iiarK Apothecary , - -. 

^Each Suf^eon - - 

The Mates are pSW by the Pay Office, 



jC* 

- s ^ ^ 

- s o 

- c ib Q 

I a ^ 

O 10 0 

o |0 o 


The fevcral rates of pay, above flated, arc 
thefe which have always heretofore been 

affigned to the reCpcSiyc ftaiSons. 

^ . 1 


ALLOWANCE TO FRENCH STAFF 
OFFICERS. . 

Pftnee Jofeph of Monac,*), and 
Coinpte de Belzancc, as Aid de Camps to^ the Com¬ 
mander in Chief* each per day - - 

Chevalier St. Vincent, French Secretary 
Qua. ter Mafter General for thrf French, Vicomte 
Conway - * 

The allowance of thefe has been'de¬ 

clared by Lord Moira to ftand on the foot-, 
ing of an incidental cxpence, to be pafi>d 
or not in his^^accumpts, as goV^nment 
Ihould decide** whether the expenditiire 
were confonant to mo.Ives of publick 
utility, or otberwife. 



o 10 o 

o IQ O ^ 
o to e 




EXTRA PAY/rr Day to certain OFFICERS* 


Conformable to the Allowances made in the' Army of ffis 
Royal Highnefs the Duke of York, 


Quenter Mailer General 
Deputy Quarter Mad^^r General 
Each Afiiitant 


1 Q O 
O 10 O 
050 


g2 


Adjtttaat 
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Gr«iier&l ^ • 

A<!jtttaot (reiierai - . . 

- r • . 

To the Deputy Adjutant General, iu Kcu of Coatin- 
gent Charges, per jianvm ' *• . 


£. X. d,y 
1 o o 


0 10 
O 5 

f 



o 


o , 
o* 


o 


Secretary to the Commander in Chief * . o lo o 


, The reafon of this additipiial pay to the above Officers, was 
ti|»dottbtedly the obvious inadequacy of the former pay to the im- 
lito^tancei the labour, and tlie cxpcncc of their fituation-. The 
fim&ioha of the Deputy Adjuj^nt General being principally on 
;d(na€hmeiit from the Body of the Army, ir appears expedient to 
allow him a certain annua] fum, inflead of permitting a contingent 
bill* on the items of which the Commander In Chief could not 
form any accurate judgment. 

Forage money was all'wed to the General and Staff Oificerff, 

, accordiiig to the fettled cuftom of the fervice, without augmenta¬ 
tion in any inSance. 

Lodging money was allowed to the General and Staff Officers 
'' when the Trorps^ wintered in* temperary barracks, formed by 
l^ord Moira out of barns "and flabtes; and when no quarters were 
allotted to thofe Officers, The amount varied: becaufc, it w^as 
always according lo the adual tjcpence of the Officer, declared 
upon honour, unUfs where the expence appeared to the Com¬ 
mander in Chief beyond what was' commenturate to the rank and 
, real of'the Officer; in which cafe only a pai t of the 

charge was admitted. 

No lodging money was, allowed to any part of the Staff bui the 
Medical, when the Troops encamped, except under one particular 
ciroumdaflce** When Lord Moira inarched from Oftend to join 
the Dujee Armv, the camp equipage of his whole Staff 

was left aboard the tranfpons; ?ni ihofe \tffcKs having been 
ordered , up th<S: Scheldt byjiis Royal HighneG, the Officers uho 
' returned to England wiih Lord Moira could nor for a long time 
recpver their baggage. Such of them as in this fituation were 
dinged to attend the Cemp nt Nettley, were allowed lodging 
money till their baggage was brought back, as thofe gentlemen 
could not equitably be requited to furnifh cbemlelvcs with new 
camp cquipq||e at, their own expence; and if government had 
furujfhed it (conlidering the old as loll) the charge would have 
pbt€n Infinitely beyond that to which the lodging money c^mld 
amount. 

The gentlemen of the Hofpital being obliged conftantly to 

g fidc at Southampton, where no Quarters were affigned to them, 
dging money was ncceifarily allowed lo them at all times. Anrj 

k 
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it muft here be obferved, that the Hofphal paid by Lord Molri 
not an eilablilhmcnt confined to th^ lift of Regiments 
which he commanded, but was t'^e reccpiaeft for iick of every 
\cdrps that embarked from Portfmouth or ^^Southampton ; for the 
I'.v^nch fcamen of the ihips from Toulon^ and for the Sailors of 
/ all Ik ' tranfports in government fervice. 

The aiSwances of forage were inferior to what baa heiftSi uftal* 
The printed iv^<^^1anons fur the Camps in ^.ngland allotted to the 
Commander in Chief loo rations* Lord Moira publifted an 
order, requiring otHcers to draw rations only fbrthe liorfts they 
had adualJy on thefpot ; the number of which was not ip hit 
own cafe to exceed thirty^ and was in the cafe,bf other Oncers to 
be in a fimilar proportion lower than what was fixod'^ia the 
printed regulation. , ‘ [ 

Cotnpenfation was made to Officers forlofs of baggage or lob, 
of horfes upon fervicOv according to eitabliihed 
lowmce for horfes not excf^eding a fettled amount, 

Thefe claims were always fubmit^ed to a board of Oefiend 
Officers, for their opinion as to the juHice of the appUc4tip|k> ^nd 
the extent of reimburferaent that ihould be allowed, ' ' ' ' 

I'he Heffian Staff Officei s were paid by their own Sovext^. 
His Majedy was pleaftd to order a gratuity of 1,500 to flie 
Officers of thofe troops, on their being Cent back to'jpiandcrs, iw 
confidcration of the expences to whi& they had j^ecn fubje^ed. 
in the removal of baggage, jBat and forage money wa$ii0t 
allowed to them. 

There were not any French cp*. other Foreign Officers on the 
Staff of the Army# except thofe mentioned abdve, in the famili' 
of the Commander in. Chief. 

,t ■ 

November 29th, i79J- MOIRA. 


War-Office, jCth November *795- • ■ 

W. WIMDIIAM. 
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Return of EMIGRANT FORCES, on the iftof Augufl 1795- 
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i 

* i .1 

iO Jte ifoj* 179^. 

** Th/^t there be kt4 before this % Btetarii of 

** all General and StalF Cheers who have f»een eiili|4oyfd 
in the Service of his MajeSy* and m HU Pay* uncUif 
the Count D* Artois, Prinoe of Conde, or any other 
French General; with an Account of their fevcral 
** Allowances. 

< 

(Signed) ■* J. HATSELL 

** CL Dorn. Com.’* 


NO Pcifons being known under diU Defeription, no Return 
can be made of ilitm. 


h z 


RETCR?* 



R8T.UIIN ^ tbe Regiment of-I^RTILLIIRY, Effc&ivc and in Pay ttp Npvanjbee, 1794. 



Woolwich, Not. 24 th, 95. 
J. 









RETURN of ihe Royal Regiment of ARTILLERY, Effeaive aad in Pay the iftof i 795 > 



' De^ 

















RETURN of the RoyiJ IRISH ARTILLERY on the Continent the ift of November 
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return of LIcut. CpI. JUOTdLtERU Cdrps of 
FRENCH EMIGRANT AItTILLERY in tfae 
Service of Great Britain ^ agreeable to the Mufler 
Rolls of November 1794. 


One LIcut. Colonel* 

TwoMajois. 

* One Captain Commiffaty q ( Hor&« 

One Lieut, ConunlfTary of Horfe* 

One Adjutant. 

One Quarter Mailer. 

OneSu^gt. n. 

> ■■ Surgeon's Mate, not appointed* 

One Chaplain* 

One Comruiffarv of Stores* 

One Clerk of Stores. 

Five Conduflorb of Stores* 

One S rjeant Major. # 

One Quarter Mallrr Seijcant. 

Four Captains* 

Foil! Captain Lieutrnints. 

Mght 1 nil L'LUtenanlb. 

Light Second Lieuieuanls. 

'i’wcK w* S^Mjeants. . 

Sixl.rn Corporals. 

■ ■■ — li mih irdieii, not appointed. 

Kiglit/ nine CrUiincr^. 

Irtiur Diumnicis. 

Four Quiiter Maft*r ComnufTine^ of HorIL * 
l(ur S< rjtant C\>ndtrttoi'> IToife. 

Six Corporal Conducti.s oj llnle. 

Sevent>*thre*e Onveis. 

-— F irntrs, 

. . — Smiths^ 

- . — Wlicekf>, 

■■■' Collar Makers, 

■ " ■« ■'■*■■■ Carpcntcis, 

CHARLES Seville, 

' Capt. Roy. Artillciy^ 

4ad 

Piymaft* F. Em. Art* # 


i not appointed* 

f 


Right IL>n 'iiid FI. n. 

The Boaia o^ Orunanc » &c. ^c. 


STATE 
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STATl? of Urn, Colonel ROTALlEKs Corps ot 
FRINCH BMIGRaNT ARTILLERY in the 
Service of Graatt Br Oiin; egrecable to ^nc Retui ns of 
the ill AuguR 1795. 


Onr liieut. Colonel. 

Two Majors. 

OneOjjJtaia Ccmmlflary of H rft* 

Ouc Lioiuenant Commiffary of Jlorfc* 

Oi>e Adjutan . 

One Qijartcr Mailer* 

One Surgeon, 

One Smgccn*8 Mate. 

One Chaplain. 

On- Coinraiflf.ry of Stores. 

One C cik of StoiL«. 
fivi Conduftorsot Stores* 

One Seijeant Major. 

One Quarter Mafter Serjeant* 

Three Captains* 

F »i r C t in Lieutenants. 

S^vtn I Licuter ants. 

Seven S( c unu Lkutendnts* 

I'Jine be jeanTs. 

Corpora^. 

|vight Bomba dicis* , 

One Hundred Seventy^iglit Gunneis. 

Two Drummeij* 

Four Quirtcr Matter Comml/Tarlc^ of Ilcifc. 
Thicc Serjeant Conductors ot IJorIc. 

Seven Corporal Conductors of Lorie. 

Seventy'three Druers. 

Two Sinithb. 

Two Carpenters. 


CHARLES NEVILLE, 

Cap'. R. Artilkiy, 
and 

Paym. F* E. Artillery. 

Right Hon* and Hon. 
f Thti Board of Ordnance^ &c- &c. &c. 


RETURN 
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RETURN of the Corps of FRENCH EMIGRANT 
ENGINEERS in the Service of Great Britain; 
agreeable to the Mufler Roll of April 1795, the Date 
of tlicir Formation. 


One Lieut. Colonel. 

One Mrijor. 

Five Captains. “ 

Captain Lieutenants, 
^ix Lieutenants. 


CHARLES NEVILLE, 

Captain R. Artillery, 
and 

Paym. F. Em. Eng, 


RETURN of the Corps of FRENCH EMIGRANT 
ENGINEERS in the Service of Great Britain j 
agreeable to the Returns of Auguit 1795. 


Three Captains. 

Six Captain Lieutenants, 

Four Lieutenants, 

CHARLES NEVILLE, 

Capt. R. Artillery, 
and 

Paym, F. Em, Eng. 

Right Hon. and Hon. 

The Board of Ordnance. 


FIJIST 
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FIRST REPORT 

FROM THE 

SELECT COMMITTEE, &c. 


The SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to take into 
Confideration the prefent high price dF CORN, and to 
colled Evidence relative thereto, and to report the fam.;, 
from Time to Time, as it lliall appear to them, to the 
Houfe, with their obfervations thereupon; 

P ROCEEDRD, in the flrft inftnnce, to confidcr fucK informa¬ 
tion as had fccan a'nady colledlcd concemiug the fame. 

They examined, for this purpofe, the minutes of the evidence 
taken before the lords of his Maj fly's Privy Council, upon thi >• 
fubjcfl. They received from Sir John Sinclair, one of the luem- 
beis of the Coinm'ttee, the fubflance of ft:ch accounts of the Hate 
of the late crop of grain, as the cjrrcfpondence of the Board of 
Agriculture had enabled them, at the prtfent period, to colled. 
7'hcy had further the opportunity of receiving from many of 
their members a llaiement of fadls within their own know-ledge, 
or communicated by refpe£lablc authorities from their diffcient 
counties. 

They have received alfo, from his Msjefly's principal Secretarv' 
of State, for the home department, fuch rcturOv^ as had be^n h’- 
tlicrtomade to the circular letter written by him, by hisMajtlly’s 
command, to the cujlodes rotulomm and flierifFs depute in Eng¬ 
land and Scotland, defying them to obtain meclings of the m:i- 
giltrates for the purpofe of procuring an account of the Hate 
of the late crop: but thefe returns are not as yet fulncicmiy nu¬ 
merous or complete to lead to any preeiJe conclufion. 

On the whole, however, the general information derived from 
tlie fources above-mentioned fatislied your Committee, th^t the 
crop of other forts of grain than wheat has been upon the whole 
abundant; but that the produce of wheat has proved fo far dc- 
■ficient, as to require the adoption of the fpeediefi' and molt ef¬ 
fectual meafiires lor the remedy or alleviation of fo great on evil. 
They were therefore of opinion, that they fhould bell perform 
.'r duty by directing their immediate attention to the conii- 
ion of Ulch meufurcs ; and have, on that account, deferred 
for th;* prefeut purfuing a detailed enquiry into the exadt amount 
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of fuch deficiency ; Hut ih'ey propnfe to repiut the fame more 
particularly to the Houfe, when ihey fliall have received fucli 
further information as may enable them to colleil more fully the 
geru ral opinion, upon a po rt which they are fenlible ic is im- 
poffible at any time to afeertain with any great degree of ac¬ 
curacy, 

T'he firll and moft obvious mode of fupplying this deficiency 
is, the importation of grain fr m foreign parts—and for the pm- 
pofe of fjrjHfng an opinion as to what may he the profpeA of 
fiipply from ihence, and the molt exp dient wans to be adopted 
for procuring it, your Committ^" pr ceeded to examine fHch per- 
fons, from whofe kno.v’edge and experience in the trade of Coen 
they could exp-cl the bed informati n. Ic appeared from their 
concurrent tellimony, that, though the c»op of wheat in the 
United States of Ame»ica, and in the countries b.»rdering upon 
the Mediterranean, was reprefented as abunda it; and in the nor¬ 
thern and eadern parts of Eu'ope, as not materially deficient ; 
yet, as the old dock was much exhiuficd, and the demand great, 
the price, according ro the lad advices, was every where uncom- 
jiioiiiy high. Ijiir, though there was upon this point f .me dif- 
fcience of opin\m, it appea’^e * upon the whole, vtry doubtful 
whether a fjpoly to any confidcrabic extent could be depended 
upon from for^ig?! parts, whatever mt-ahtres might be adopted. 
Your Committee next proceedr'd to enquire what meafu.e^, in 
the judgiTient of thefc perfous,afr rd *.I th bell probabi ity of ob¬ 
taining lueh a fupply. They triou;j;hl it right to bring diilinelly 
uniicr their ronficltTaM’on tl.c alter -.udve f Icriv'ng the whole c^tc 
oi fuch piirchM s to the exc’Utive govrr me;;t, who would (it 
was coiiccMved) be in fuch cafe the only pu chafer , and be pub- 
liclv known to be lo; or of leaving the fame to the fpcculacioa 
of indiudual merchants encouraged by a libcr.d bounty on im- 
pofta'ion, and by a public dec’aratio i on the par of gove nment 
(as loon ns Inch detlara ion flnll be practicable) of the quantity 
whicli thty may then have ai their difpolal in c. n'eqiiencc of 
former oi’vlcrs, and of ti eir intention to give no fia.her otdeis 
for flu purchafe of corn, .Tiid t(» Icil what m ly have been pro- 
cu <*d in limited quintitics, and at the oiurket price, ft appear¬ 
ed 10 your CoiTviniitee to be the preponderant opinion a’lioagd 
thole perfous o %vhom this alternuive was Hated, that, upon 
the vvhol'., rhe .^^doratinn f the tiau in corn ii it naiur I chan¬ 
nel, with ill." adJitionil encouragcnrici t f a ooiinty, w as the 
moll c'ij^;ible mode ol enJeavovriug to procuiv from fur'igii parU 
fuc Inpplies tliofe markets inigV be ‘.ouml able to furnilh. 
Yi ur Committee were lutther conh.p' d ui nis opin.on by .he 
inf rmit'on they r.’ccivcd from lom^' vt rhtir »T«emoLT'', th.it there 
wc:c merLh'cintb who hud ll.^tcd to xhf'Ui th^ir rcddincb, under 
thofe <,ircnmfiances, to engage' in fptcu.at.ons to ;i Lirgi exient. 
Alter a lull coniidcraiiun ^'ud dixuffi.n. of tin- imnot 
yc'iir Committee were of opiuiun, “ rhat it was t.\pcdici*t lar 
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the executive ;’;overnmen: to defi/l from making any further pur- 
chafes of cor;? ; and :hat a bounty fnull be granif J cpoi- the im¬ 
portation of ccrt.dn forts of grain iutu this couutry, for the tn- 
COUrsgemenc of private fpecu^ation. 

Your Committee next priCcedc d to the confideratlon of the 
amount and dixlr.'biition of I'ucn br»i»nty. They had been in- 
foimeda that, from the abundance of the cr^jp of wh'.at in the 
counrilcs bordering upon the PiJcditLrrancan, there might be a 
coituderabiw diipofcable fiirplus in thofe marke ts; but tiwt, tri)m 
the price of freight and iv?fura\jcc from ihofe pons, and hom 
the dilnculty of piifci;ring fhipping to go thirher in baJlali, a 
larger bounty would be requi»|g^d to encourage p ivate fpcciila- 
tion in that quarter than in any other; :hcy w?re ihercrore of 
opinion, that a bo^’nty of twenry Hi h'l: per qiurur, and a pro¬ 
portional bount; per barrel, fhould be given on uny number of 
quarters of weighing not Icis thari 4401b. avoiroupris, or 

on any number of barrels ol flour, wriglrng not lefs th in 1961b, 
avoiidupo’s, which ihall be imported into Gicat T. t?iii from 
any port of Europe fiuth of Cap Ftniileirc, or from any port 
in the Mediterranean, or in Africa, before the 311! day of Auguft 
1796 ; uiitil the quantity ol fuch wheat and liour, talten together, 
fhall equal 300,000 quarters. 

They were fun her fatirficd, u on the beft information they 
could collect, thai, from the ^ ther parts of £i.r;:po, and from 
America, a houniy of hfleen niiil»ng« j-er quarter upon a certain 
quenfry of wheat, 'u d of ten fhilhn^' . quarter upon all cx- 
cee;!ing it, would l iiiflkicnt to give a fair chance 01 procuring 
for the llrltifli m.irhccs a large proportion of whatever fupply 
thofe ci’untries inighf be expeded to furmfh beyond their own 
cowfumption : and they were the efore of opinion, that a bounty 
of fifteen fliiiiingfi per quarter, and a proportional bounty fer 
barrel, fhouid bt* given on any number of quarters of wludt, 
weighing iint Icfs tha) 440ib, avoirdupois, or on any liU’nbcr 
of barrels ol finur, w'cigh ng nn lefs than 196’b. avoirdupoir, 
which ihall be importe d from al’ other parts of Europe, before 
the3i!l day of Auguil 1796; mitil the quantity of fiich wheat 
and flour, taken togeihei, fhall equal 500,000 quarUrr’. Your 
Committee were alfo of opinion, that a bounty of fiiicen 
fhiilings ptr quarter, and a proportional bounty per barrel, 
fhou '* be given on any number of quarters of wheat, weighing 
not Icfs than 4401b. avoirdupois, 01 on any number of barrels 
of flour, weighing not Icfs than I 9 ^ 1 b. of avoirdupois, which 
Ihall be imported in-m any of his Majefty’s colonies in Amtiicj, 
or from the United States, before the 3ill of Auguft 1796 ; un¬ 
til the quantity cf fuch wheat and flour, taken together, (hall 
equal 500,000 quarters. Your Committee were alfo of opinion, 
that a b‘ unty of ten fhiilings per quarter, and a proportional 
b(.inty per barrel, flmuld be given on any number of quarters of 
wheat, wheighing not lefs than 4401b. avoirdupoiS| or of aoy 

number 
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number of baircls of flour, weighing not Icfs than 196’b, avoirdii* 
pois, which ihall ])C imported into Great Britain betore the 31ft 
day of Auguil 1796, and on which none of the before men- 
tioed -boantics fhill have bcejs paid- 

Y jur Committee I>eiTig ronvinced that if a confidc'rable qcian«< 
tj:y of Indian corn could be obta ned (which from the abundance 
of thar crop appeared nut improbable) it would afford a material 
relief, were aifo ot opinion, that a hounty of .five (hillings fer 
quarter, and a proportional houi'ty per barrel, fbould be given on 
any numb r of quarters of Indian corn, or on any number of 
barrels of Indian meal, which (hall be imported into Great 
Britain before the day of Augufl 1796; until the quantity of 
fuch Indian corn and meal, taken together, fhall equal 500,000 
quarters. Your Committee were alfo of opinion, that a bounty 
of three lliillings per quirter, and a proportional bounty per bar* 
rel, fhould be giv<.‘n on any number of quarters of Indian corn, 
or on any number pf barrels of Indian meal, which fliall be im¬ 
ported into Great Britain before the 31(1 day of Auguil 1796 ; 
and on which the before-meniioucd bounty (hall not have been 
paid. 

Your Committee have Come reafon to believe, that there may 
appear fuch a deficiency in the crop of rye, as may lead to the 
application of fimilar meafurcs for the encouragement of the 
importation of fhat fpecics of grain, as have been recommended 
refpcciiiig wheat ; but they do not yet confider their information 
upon that point as fufficient to authorife tlK-m, at the prefent 
moment, to report any opinion to that eflcc^. 

Year Committee have thought it incumbent upon them hum¬ 
bly to fuggll fuch meafurcs as have hitherto appeared, in their 
jihigmenc, the mod likely to fiicilitate^ the procuring without 
Jofs of time, in the lead cxceptumahle manner, and on the IcaH: 
unreafonable terms, the largetl fupply of grain from foreign 
parts vvhicli in the prefent lelativc liate of the markets they can 
be expelled to afford. It was particularly with a view to expe¬ 
dition that they have fuggcflcd the propofed p*an of arranging 
the bounty. But they feel it at the fame time their indifpenfable 
duty e.xprefbly to (late, that they arc far from entcitaining an^ 
c pinion that any fupply by importatinn can be depended upon' 
to f'lch an amount as to remove the nccellity of rcciuring to 
every other piadtic.*ble and leafonablc mode by which the pre¬ 
fent fcarcity maybe relieved; and particula«ly of attending to 
iiri^l occonomy in the the confiimption of wheat and flour, and 
of promoting the fubftitutiou, to a certain extent, of other ar¬ 
ticles of food. 

They intend to proceed immediately to the confideration of 
thefe and of other parts of this extenfive and important fubjeft; 
and will, with the per miff on of the Houfe, report, from time to 
time, fuch opinions as they may be enabled to form there¬ 
upon. 
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The SELECT COMiMITTEE appointed to take into 
Cdnfideration the prcfent high price ot CORN, and to 
c<dled Evidence relative thereto, and to report the fame, 
from Time to Time, as it {hall appear to them, to the 
Houfe with their Obfervations thereupon ^ 

H ave received, fince their laft Report, fur*her information 
refpeding the deficiency m the crop of rye, and the great 
want of that article in thole parts of the country where it tOrms 
the principle fubfillcnce of the people ; and they arc thereby in¬ 
duced to thizik, that fimilar meafures ought to be odupted for 
the encouragement of the im'portati' n of that Ipecies of grain, 
have been r^von'mended refpeding wheat, 'rhey beg leave, 
therefore, t(> lubiin’i heir c^ptnion to the Houfe, that a boiiiuy of 
ten fhillingscju .rtcr Ihould he given for every quartei of rye, 
<,whcigiiing not Ids thai^ 5olb. /rr bulhd which fliall b^ imported 
into G»eat Britain before thfe 30th day of September ^796, un-il 
the quantity of iuch rye lhall equ 1 100,cco quaiter^; and alfo 
that a bounty of fix Aiillings /er quarter fliuuid be given for 
every quarter of rye which IhuP be imported intr) Great Biiiain 
before tire 30th day of Sepicmbei* 1796, exceeding tlic quantity 
to which the beforc-me.,ttoned b.^un.y is limited. 

Your Committee are alfo inclin'rd to recommend an extcnfion 
of the period for which the feveral bounti^^s on grain and flour 
arc pi'opofed to be granted They cbfe. vc, from the weekly rc- 
imm of the price of wheat in the wliole kingdom, and ot the 
price and quantity in the L 'udou market, line*’ January laft, 
that the highell price and the greateit fcarci*y took place during 
the moutlis of July and Auguft, aod particularly in the latter. 
Thefe, theref ire, arc the months, for which it is mod important 
*to provide; and they are lead to fear, that if the Iwunty is coii- 
iined to fuch corn as nay arrive before the 3ill of Augull, 
merhanrs may be difeouraged from fendiJg fupphes into this 
country during that month, by the apprehoniion that they may 
notanivc in time to be entitled to the bounty. They ^'cg leave, 
therefore, to fuggeft an excenfioil of the time to the 30th of Sep- 
* " temper; 
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tcmber; apd they fubmit, whether it might not alfo be expedi¬ 
ent to plice, in proper h-inds, a difcrc. lion ary power of allow¬ 
ing the* bounties to fuQh (hips as may arrive before the 15th of* 
Odober, upon proof of their having adually fet fail for Great 
Briuiin, from their refpedive ports, at fuch. time that they might 
in the ordinary courfc of their voyage, have arrived before the ‘ 
30th of September. 

Vour Committee have alfo received a fuggedion from merch¬ 
ants trading to the fo'Uhern parts of Europe and to Africa, that 
it would be adviTeable to enlarge the quantity to which tho 
highc*ll bounry upon com brought from iliofe quarters, was pro- 
pofed to be limited: They do not (late an expedation that the 
whole of that quantity can be procured ; but they a-e applraheii- 
five th?it the original limitation may tend to check fpeculatipn 
by the fear of exceeding the quantity fpecified—and they prnpoie, 
therefore, that tae highcfl bounty ihould be extended to 400,000 
quarters. 

Your Committee have alfo examined fevcral merchants, rew 
fpeding the propcTtion which the bounty upon fl'^ur ought to * 
bear to that upon wheat: they have been fatisfied by this exami¬ 
nation that, in confideration of the various fize and weight of the 
bands ufed io different c mntrles, it would be more advifeable 
to grant a bounty upon the hundred weight of floUr (han upon 
the band, as had been firlf fugpclled: that it is expedient to 
adopt, upon the importa'i n of wheat and wheat flour, the fame 
proportion of bounties which has been already eilabli{I.ed by the 
legiflature upon rlie exportation of the fame (/. is. 6^, per 
hundred weight of wh.*at flour, as equivalent to live Ihillings per 
qua;ter of whent; and that the fame rule ought to be applied to 
Indian corn and meal. 

In fuggeft-ng, in their former report, that the bounty given on 
wheat ought t.i be limited to fuch as weighed not lefs than at 
the rate ^^Ib. per bulhel, y'ur Committee proceeded upon infor¬ 
mation then received, ithai wheat of a lower weight was ufually 
ot fo inferi.ir a quality, as to be unfit for the ufe of man; and 
under a full perluafion of the neceility of fixing fome limit in 
order to prevent the objedl, for which the bounty is given, from 
being defeated by the inr potiation of corn inapplicable to the 
iubiillence of the people. Th?y have fince received further in¬ 
formation, which has fatisfied them, that wheat, naturally of fome- 
wh:it a lower weight may produce wholefome food; and that 
cargoes, not unfrequently, arrive out of cjndition, in confe- 
quence of which thf weight is for the time diminiflicd, though 
it lo rn recoveis; and that it might prove an inconvenient re- 
llraint upon fpeculation, if the meichant were expofed to loofe 
the whole of the bruniy, by a flight inattention of HisagtnU 
abroad, or by a temporaly and accidental deterioration of the 
article imported : they are ihcrefure cf opinion, that a bounty, ' 
equal tp four-fifths of ^ propofed bountyi ihculd be given 

on 
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on all >Yl^eat weighing not lefs than at the rate of ;3lb. pef 
bfiiheL 

Yoor Committee having Rated fuch further ob&rvations as 
titty have thought. neceflary, refpeding the amoont of the 
bounties^ and the limitations as to weight, and quantity, and 
time, beg leave to recommend, for the prevention of fraucf, that 
all corn and flour imported for bounty, ihculd be fubjeiE^, in ad¬ 
dition to the infpe^iion of the proper oflicers of the cuAoms« to 
the examination of perfems qualified to judge thereof; that with¬ 
out the certificate of fuch perfons. Rating that the article is 
merchantable and fit for making bread, no bounty fhould be paid ; 
and that the impor^on of corn and flour for bounty, Riall be 
confined to fuch ports in which it is probable that perfons fo 
qualified may be found. 

Your Committee have alTo received information, that there 
are ihips now in the pohs of this country laden with com, which 
are intended to be reported for esiportation ; and that other Riips 
may arrive, the confignees of which may fend their cargoes to 
foreign ports, unlefs tempted by the bounty to unload them here ; 
and ^ey beg leave, therefore, to fubmit the expediency of ex¬ 
pending the bounty to the cargoes of all Riips which may now be 
in the ports of this country,- or may arrive here previous to the 
pafliPg of the by which it is to be granted. 
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The SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to tafcelrtto^ 
Confideration the prefent high price of COliiN, and to 
colled Evidence relative thereto^ani to report the iamef 
from Time to Time, as it fliall appear to them, to the 
Houfe with their Oblervations thereupon; 

H ave received, lince their Firft Renort, a confidcrable num¬ 
ber of returns, mide by the Cuftodes Rotuiorum of the 
diiferent counties, refpeding the xlate of the left crop; together 
with much additional intelligence upon th^t fubjeft, communicated- 
by many of their members. Tiiey find it however impoffible aa 
yet to draw, either fr >m thefe returns rr fiom any other quarter^ 
a precife conclufion. The re urns arc fo incomplete in their 
number, and are founded upon Co many difFerent principles, fome 
fluting the whole quantities of grun produced, others the number 
of acres Town, and others aga.n the average produce of each ac*e j 
and drawing, in fbme inftancei, a comparifon with the crop of laft 
year, in others with that of certain preceding yeais, and in others 
with what is generally called a fair crop; that it is e|.tiemcly 
difficult to combine and compare them, fo as to flatc accardtely 
the refult of the whole. 

Your Committee would have endeavoured to render this in- 
veftigation more compleat, if they had not felt the great im¬ 
portance of fuggerting, without further dfelay, fuch meafures as 
have occurred to them for alleviating an evil which evidently 
exifts to fuch an extent to call for the moft eiFedlaal remedy. 

From the befl confideration of Inch information as che^ have 
hitherto obtained, they fhould not feel themfelves authomed ia 
aflumlng, as the ground of any ooinion they may offer, that the; 
deficiency of the ciop of wheat is IcL than from l-5th to i-6;h, 
compared with the crop of lafl year, and from i-4th to i-5th, 
compared with an average crop. The crop of rye, of whith nt> 
great quantity is ufually grown, may probably b; confidere^^ as 
equally deficient: but the crops of barley andoat^are reprefe^tad 
to be nearly double thofe of 1794, and at leail i-*5ch better tfaaa 
an average crop. 
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It ipp^siT* alfo, from the concurrent tellimony of inteni'^rcnt 
that the ilockof wheat in hand at the coiacnencemcnt 
harv'jjt liMJch left than at the fame period,of ihs pre* 
ceding yt^ar; and thflt » alfo reafon to believe, that a larger 
quariMty has been ufed for feed in the prefent feed time than in 
' the lalt. One of the enufes of extreme high price which pre¬ 
vailed antecedentwas gene?ally fiippoAd t' be 
tlip very ^xKanffcfd'. fifte *ro which^ Ae Aock of the country had 
then been'teducei ln< order ^ avoid a repetition of this enl, to 
the fa| 3 ic or to a much greater ejetent {if the fiicceeding crop 
ftoula, from unfevonrabJe feafons, be later or Jefs proaudtivc 
than u^al) it is certainly exti^^ly defirable that the ftock re^ 
raarninji; in the country at the'efemmcttccmcnt of the next harrett 
lhou}4 be md^ adegfuate lo thc/demand than wliac retnahied this 
year ait^a fimilar period. Whatever is n* cr:*j(Fjry for^this piirpofc^ 
ought therefore to be added to the amount of tbs deficiency. 

Your Committee have flated thefe ctrcumftimces to the Houfe, 
in order to exp^'n more fully th0 grounds of their opinion, that 
there will be no fecurity againffc very confiderable diilrels in the 
fiourfe of the ejsfu'ng ypar^> uniers the clellciency of wheat and 
rye can be fuppUed by importatrion ; ^ or tinlefs other means can 
be found, by which, out m the ftock of different forts of grain 
in the country, a opnaforiable and wholcfoine fubfiftcnce can be 
furuilhed ro the people .during the whole of that period. 

.Open the fil il part of this alternative, your Cominiftec liavO 
a'rcudv iiumbly fubmitted tlicir ( 3 piuion; and thougli cliey iliiter 
thcrvJiilves, that from the adoption of the mcafurea nowin con- 
tcmpiat.cn for the encouragement of the importaMon of wheat, 
of Indian corn, aud ofrye, iomc ccnfiderable fuoplies may he pro¬ 
cured from foreign parts, y«rt they fhonld think it unvvife to reft 
in any great degree upon ifac hope that fuck fupplics can cover 
n large proportion of the diftcicncy.,, Your C^ommittee would 
feel great regret in Ibting this to the Houfc, if they were not 
alfo of opinion, upon the fulleft confideration, that the country 
poffeifts other refuurces, both more cxtenfive and more^scure, in 
an cBConornical ufc of the ftock of wheat in the kingdom, aad in 
tl'.e abundant crops of barley, of oats and of potatoes. 

It is <»bvjQii3 that there miift'be a very numerous clafs of fami¬ 
lies vv^er^, ; hi- times of ordinary plenty, the confamptim of 
wheafcn^^Aad ap,d'q| ftottt.is by;n6 means an object ot ftrld re¬ 
gulation aikd atteotion ; and it can be as Uttb doubted, that, un¬ 
der fuclt a'prruireas dte prefent^ an important redudtian might 

P be rfteded iu this refpecl, v^khOat dimiuilhiug, in any degree, 
pie quantity nreeftary for nee. It Is alfo U) be ren^nrked, 

th<!t the conlumption of thisic’afi of perfofts and'their families, 
|pgetht’r vV:th another eJafs, far more e^ctenfivc, c m/ifts 'in a 
f.ifgc piopbnion of other aniclrs than bread ; and that the fuu-. 
/Ifti'iou of tbofe eliiffcs may cnubls them, as circ JiniLmces require, 
j’ lu auvifticiu in fjme degree tb^>t rrop'.'rrion, and thjicby to 
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a larger fhare of th^ ftock of >vhcat to 'ihofe for y/hofe fub9i|eriic^ 
it is more immediaH'ly eiTentta). ^ 

The rediidinn of tlx* conlumpiion of wheat may b? confidmMy 
aided attiongll this dtfeription oF perfone, krid ia a grrar ; 

extended to 0I) clafTrs nf the people, if they dap 1>e induced 
cmi)loy the qjUier refiiirre to which yourCi'nsfei^c bt^vc reierred,' 
ami to av.iilTl^emudves of the abundance orothcr^Crbps to fwpply 
the dcficicr.cy rf whear, ' ' ' 

For ilie piiF' oh of aurtriainiifg in what pifoportrdb the artlrfes 
before rnuint raud, imd p'hers, could be miXjed wi^b 'wjjlieat, fo as 
to produce a bierid lik-ely te atyfeet the piii^ljWas ;^'g^iie.al‘CO^^^ , 
fumpu'on, your Comfi it tee lirtvi:ex<.ittificd the '< f a yanety 
of experiments, made bv iV.e Victiia'ihujj Office under :he dirtx- -^ 
tiiin of the Privy Council, and ordered to be communicattS'S" to 
them;' arul^cf further ex[>fviments, fince rriede-by the 'femfe 
oHice, UT.dor the cirediion of yout Committee; and havebeeii 
rJib affifted by the Ho. rd of Agriduiture, who hatfie common’.car¬ 
ed to t^'cm an account of iritis made with a Kill gfvatcr variety of 
mixtures. Y- ur Comndttes fee no reafon to doubt that good 
bread may be nlad*^ fr<;m any of thef.; mixturer., wdlh no greater 
pro{ onion than 3-5ths or 2-3da of wheaten flour ; and theic is 
the bell ground tor concluding rhat fiich bread ber whole- 

fome and uiuriiivc, bccaufc in many'parts or this cour.t»yj wHeri 
lab ur and indullry are carried to as great an extent as ip any 
other, the pctpl- are wlioily fed by bread made ti* fome one or 
more of**the component p ats of thefc'''mixtures. Your Copi- 
ml'tcc arc fiirthtr encourr^ged in this omnion, by firiding tlin in 
th;:' conrft; ot the kfl fcafoii '*he ale of .mixt-d bread of vafiious 
kinds has' been iutjoduccci into general confiimpii m in manj'- 
pl'ice'i, wbof• cfufumpiioti wai b .*foie confined to wheaten bread ; 
tl'.it the confccjuence p..? rjcfu a conficKrablc r^du^oon of \ rice to - 
the 1 ibnuring'porr in ftich pu.ccs; 'and that the ulc ot it hjas.not 
been f^'und to be attended with any incouvenienu:. The variety 
of dilfercpt fpcc'cs of mixed bread is fuch, as to offer a cunlidei- 
able ntimber of aiicrnatives to different parts of the conn ly; and 
they will be naturally kd to kkdt thofe ^aich arc Jealf foic’gn 
TO their habits and prejiulices, andofwhiLh, from hjcatoircom- 
ft.iuces, they can moK conveniently piociiie a fupply. 

'fhat the kcnfiee of fome degree of indulgence, or of preju¬ 
dice, li. one which, ,uat\';r the pvefent circvimiXducs, can be irvAdc, 
and ought to be made ; and that without fnch a faciifice to a 
C'lnfiderdble extent, the country will be expt^fed.to iiiltgicaur 
difficulties than thofe with which It has i'o laie.y cOfU^cbdcd, an 
opiniovi with which your kommitiec arc lo Llrongly imprcfled, 
time they cannot too eafneltly n-c’ mtnend it to the iciious ittcuj- 
•tion of tills idoide, and oi the national krge. 

Deeply, howeveV, they feel this impreflion, thej are fl^ 
fr'.mi propoling any ineaimc to fenfoicc' a compHaiicfe 

with this luggeftioit. Urey wed knew ijiat ^tc peppk of tln§, 
and of every other culintry, arc aiiachcd by habit it/ their accuf-^ 
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tomed fpeciefi of food; and that, however, they may, by rccom- 
jnendation and example, be induced to make a partial change, 
yet any fudden and expulfoty alceiation might, perhaps, be more 
lenfibly felt thah the vtry gnevanct it was inUndid to remedy. 
j There are, indeed, many nrecedent<> m the ilatu tc§j )f tins coun¬ 
try of the interpo^tioi of the kgilldlurc for fflflr purpofe, at 
times when, for the lefs advanced ilate of cultivati m ^nd com¬ 
merce, diilreflts of this kind occurred mi ch more frcqutntly and 
ftiertly thin at later periods; and even ii more tecent times, an 
Aft paded vrhith s^uthon^cs the magiftrate*?, wher ever they think 
the cafe requires, to fet the affitie upon ftanJard wheaten bread 
alone, and thereby to prchibit the making of all other foits of 
bread Your Committee, however, enteitaiii great hopes that 
without appl} ing this principle to the prefent cafe the general 
impreilion produced bv the late difoek, and continued by the 
prefent fcaicity, will luchne men of all difcriptions to unite vo¬ 
luntarily in the only mcafure which can give edcftual and imme¬ 
diate relief; ard thc} cor ceivc that it this Houic Ihould give to 
a meafure thcfanftion of its example and recommend it ion, there 
could be little doubt of its being immtdiatJy adop ed by a pro¬ 
portion of the community fui^ciently numcious to fccurc ihc at¬ 
tainment of the objeft in view. 

Your Committee beg leave to fubmit this fuggedion to the 
wifdom of thc Houfr*, and they hope it will not be thought be¬ 
yond the line of iheir duty, i^, Upoi an occafion fo urgent in point 
of time, they pTcfume alf> to fuggetl the principal point-* which 
fuch an cn a:»ement ought, m their humble opinu n, to embrace. 

1 o leducL the consumption of wheat 11 the familiCb of thc 
perions ful fcribing inch mg-igcinent, bj at Icaft one third 
of the ufui] quantity c^nfumed n oidin ry times. 

In Older t^ tffcft this purpofe, euher to limit to that extent 
the qjanti y of fine wheaten bread confumed by each individual 
in fuch families, 

Or, to confomi only mued bread, of which not more than two 
thuds fhali be mad** of wheat; ^ 

Or, 'only a propoitional quantity of mixed bread^ of which 
more tha two thirds is made of wheat; 

Or, a proportional quantity of bread made ef wheat alone, 
from which no moie than five pounds o^bran excluded. 

If a ihould be rcctiTary, in or^er to cheft t c pur;ofe of this 
engagement* to prohibit the nie ot wheaten dour in pailry, and 
to diirmiih, as much as pollibie, the ufe thereof lu other articles 
than bread 

By one or more of thefe meafures r r by any o her which may 
be found equ lly eFeftual, and m te expedient and prafticable, 
ill the rifpetti\e htm tiona of perfons iubicnbmg, to enfure lu the 
Qtmoftof their power the reduftion above man loned. 

This engageniept to c ntinue in foice until fourteen days after 
tbe next fel^ion of parliament, nnirfo the average price of wheat 
iball, before that time, be reduced to an amount to be fpicihcd. 

BUDGLT. 
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The Resolutions moved by the Chanc^lior of the 
chequer after opening the Bujocet. 


D^cmbir 7, 1795. 

M r. HOBART (according toorder) reported from the Com- 
mittre of the whole Houfe, to whom it was referred to 
ccnlidcr far her of ways and means for raifing the fupply grtmted 
to his Mdjtiiy, the Refolutions which th;; Cc mmittee had ditei^ed • 
him to report to the Hpufr ; wliichhe read In hisplace« and after¬ 
wards delivered in at the table, w here the fame were read and agreed 
to h/ the Houfc, and are as followethf vw. 

That, towatdb idifing the fupply gi an ted to his Majeily# the 
fum of eighteen millions be raifed by annuities. 

That evciy contnbutor to the (aid fum of eighteen milliona 
Aidll, for every lool^ conrribu ed and paid be entitled to t1ie 
principal fum of laol. in annuiUes, after the rate of 3I./frrea- 
tMm, to commence fiom the 5th day of July I79$'» and to be 
added to, and made one joint iluch with, the ceatum an« 

nutir s, coidolidatei by the a^a of the 25th9 28th, 29th, 32d^ and 
3^d years of the reign of his late Majedy King George the fecoadt 
* and by Icveral fubfequent ail, and to be payable and transfer- 
r Me at the bank nf England, at the fame tmic^ and in the fame 
manner, and fubjcd t > rhe like redemption, by parliament, as the 
fiid 3l.^r centum confoliJated annuities are payable and Vranbier- 
rable there : that every contributor ihall alio be intitled to the 
farther p inciple fum of a-jl. m annuities, after the rate of 3I. 
per centum, to tommence from the loth ciay of OAober 179$', and 
to be added to, and made one joint Aoca. with certain aiiiiuit es, 
after tht late of ^Lper centum, which were reduced fiom 4L to 3I. 
per centnm pet annum, by an acl, made thr zy\ year of toe leign 
of his late Maicfty, and to be payable and ir >nsferr«.ble at the 
bink ol England^ at the fame time, ai>d lu tne iame nia mvi, and 
funjei^t to the like redemption by pi Iiimcni, as the fiHi 3i./af* 
centum confolidatcd annuities art pavable and tnn^fei I le ihere t 
thateveiy fuch contribucer Aiall likeviilV be im tied to an an¬ 
nuity of fix ftiillin^s and fix-pence per cl Hum, to con menee from 
the loth day of Oftolei 1795^ and to continucf for the term 




of fiicty-fbur ^ni a quarter, and then to ccafe, over and 

, id^ye th.e;|>tlnci,pal fums or 120L after the rate of 3I./rr centum 
after the like j ate oi per ccfjiu 7 n^tr an^ 
iKfw^,,refpe^ of every tool, to be contributed and paid to- 
■W^fc^'ral&ig; the faiit of cightecfi nullicris, which annuity 
;0® fhiilings aud-fts««^^^ ptir caJufn, fo to continue for fixty- 
fcjtir years and,jf^ijaitery fiiall be added ro„ and made one joint 
ftdclj: with, ccrtaufsttrtnuities pa3'abJe at the bank ofLn^dand, 
which were gfinle^for of ninety-nlnt’, ninety- 

’ eight, tfighty^ iev^nty-Xeyen ytau,, fevemy five 

years and and a quarter, fixty-fix years 

ai^a qa^rterj-;aSa fiity-fiv^ yeati ^nd a quarter, ard w«-re, by 
thje jiA-pi the J^th, 20'lhi ami 22d years of the reign of his piefent 
fuhfeqdlnt AOs, confolidated and made, 
c^nie; of ,annuuios, add fliall be p:^id, payable, and 

at the fame time, nnd in the Line manner, as the 
^ cgnroiidattrd by the AiSls of the 4111^ 20th, &nd 
of hisrprelent Majclly, are psychic and 
^ ^{. thjc^id bank of England ;^^iat the feveral ;ui- 

after iW'r of 3I. p:r csntttm^^ aifl||||^ and lix- 
' centumi fo to be payable as aforelaia, (ball be charged 

. !iP9P» and payable out of, the confolidated fund : 

' tiSt 'IVcry cQiitru^ior fliaU,! 0% or ^fore the 10th day of this 
fafapJk JPeeemh^r, itiakeVa depoiit of io\, per centum on fuch 
he br/fbe^ihull chufe to iubferibe towards railing the ijid 
ii^ pf .frighteefi i^Ilioni, wuh the chief cad^k'r or caihiers of the 
‘ /gi^erfiiOf and C'lmpatjylbf the bank of England, as a fccurity for 
JjiJci'ng the fiujic payments ba or befqiH: ibe days dr times herc^ 
f' fliaficr mentioned : that is to lay, 

. jroh/i?r centum on p,r before the ?2d day of January 179C. 

per centum onbr before the 18th diay of Mar^h next. 
\Q\.per centum on before the 20tli day of May, next. 

, ^centum on orX»cfore the 2sd'^ay of july next. 

rwirfwfi on or birfor^ljjj^^^ of September next. 

15}. per. epntm or befor^yi^ i,|th day of h owmber nt xt; and 
15!.^ cfni^m on bjr,^Sfefoire tb^ i(>th day of Decemhex next. 
That^^ll the monies, Wilip Teefeived by the faid cilhier or calh- 
i€rsqf; 0 e^gpycrnpr and cqip|r|my of the bank of England, (hall 
^ ibe receipt of t&e,Exchequer, to be applied, from 

time to »in!ie., to fuch Tervitiles as 0iall then have been voted by 
ibis Houfo, in the (effion of parliament: that every’ contributor, 
who foall, fo tbe yvhoic of lus or her ^ntrlbniipn moncy^ 
iQWar s fom of cighfoen iniiirons, at any time on or be¬ 

fore the loth day of b)|oye«nber (hall be allowed an intert^ 
by way cf dlfcount,^ after the rate of centupt per 

, - fum fo a^yivttced, for completing or beKcDntributiic.n 

SHfei^hdy, io^lbo of competing the 

fcISe ib the 16th day of December 17916^. an^ ibjtt,,every contri- 
wbo^ihall pay in the whole of his or her couttibutidn 

. wibney 



inoney as aforefaM, at any time , fu^fei^ii^t to the iot4 &y 
I'ccember 1795, and previous to tlie of Deceiiiber 1 

flidll be allowed an intei:eft, by way ^tftnSr the rateitf 

3I. 5s. pi>r centum per etpnum ,b»the 'fam his or her ' 

contribution rcCpecltvely, to be compitlfeU ffi^Sthe day ctf’com- 
plev‘ng the fame to- the i 5 th 
Thit, towards raifing the 
feVe'ral r.atcs and duties bn 

which any receipt, or the by , 

will or other teftamentarylhftr'u^^^; l^rjb^ any ^iltf 
a pcrfonal cHate dmded by forc|Wt:^;'ib^tute'of 
the cultom of an^ province or'Aajl feh, ihgrblle4* , 

or printed (and which krsintti by 

of parliament made In the 2otHi £iib"’Mg 4 ' 

of hls prefentfiMajcfty) fhall ceafe brtd deteiraftfc':. ■ ' :r;! 4. ^ 

That towards railing xhe fuppl/ gfahted to M 8 Ma|t 9 yiv!a 
be chanted upon everyJegaqy, and Upon cveryJSS|j'bJby 
the p(?rfonaI eltath of rany perfon dying and leaving ^ch 
the clear value of lOoJ. of upvvards, which citbri'^b^ ie- ' 

vife, or by force of the ftatwte of dii^nbution^Vli/J^^^^^ 
any province or place, to -Jtjiy^ of''ti^^ind|j^^bf'’tne^''d^6ea^^^ 
the fevcral degrees hereinrfter^mciiS^ed', ' 

following, that is to fay: whore any legacy,j^are 
due of any fuch perfon?:^! IhaU' pjiiV^"a brother or 

the defeafed, or to any the ilTut of abfbjhfef or filter 
ceafed, there Ihail,be chargH a duty of cl. for every h’undl’M^ 
pounds of the value Ihcfcbf, and after that rate for any“ grWer or. 
lefs fum or,qaafttitywhere any Mgacy, or '^py lharc or rclidgw 
of any fu:h perfbnal eila*e, Ihall j^afs to a brother or (liter of b 
parent of ^Ke difeafed, or to any the ilTue of a brother Of fillcir 
of a parent of the di|^f?d, there Ihcill be ch.irged a dn'iy ofv^l- , 
for f very hundred pounds of the thereof, and i&jftir that'fati? 
for any greater or lefs fum or qtutdSty : an^ where legacy, 

or any lhare or /,ireliidiie bf any fach perfobal eftatei to 

any. the iflne of a brother Or filler of a ;gSrandfaiher,'cw: gtkn^ 
ther of the deceafed, (rheve Ihjill bs chargfi'd a dutyrof 4^; IM^yery 
hundred pounds pf the value thcr<tQlV ahd pfter thil^ fer'any 
greater or lefs fum or quantity^ ' . // , 

I'hat, t'.-v/ards raifing tho fupply granted to '^ia\ M#jefiy, a 
da^ of fil. be chai-i^ed for every 

any 1-gacy, or aby Aare of'refidiie of.tbVpei^ii^t^^ 4>f inf 
jcNjrfott^ying and leaving ftach eftitc of thd4c!Pitr value of 
KuuISK pounds, Or upwards, which Ihalii-ipafs cither by devtlfei/ 
orW ^e of the llaiutc- df diitfibatibns, oVjife:cuflom of any > 
province or plac?, tp any liV-rfon m j»ny mo^^diilant degree m 
collateral dect*aft^ than is before charged; 

or any ftrauger m bloofl’^to the deceafe*!, «ftd[ after that rate fo'# ' 
MV grea'.cf iM Icf> Jutil or otianti y« ' 

' ■■ That, 
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That* t^ard? raCng tht fiipply granted to hl$ Mijeft/* i 
duty be charged upon the clear value of any real eflate that* 
ttfNOii the death of any plh^cm* ihall defcend, or paf« by devife, or 
by^loKice of any gift* grant* or conveyance* or by adloi upention 
of law# to, or to the ule of, or intmft for, any perfon or peifons 
of the kindred ofHhe dccealed ig the fevera) degrees htreinafcer 
mentioned (tteeot piirchafera for valuable confidei ation actually 
paid) in fee iim|Nie* he ta4ar term of life or lives, accotding 
to Che ratea fcflowingy that ^ Ihy • wbeie any fuch tlUte (hall 
pfs to a brother or fifter pf t%i deceafedi or to any the liTue of 
a iiirocbeaoi;fifl»r of the deceafrd^ there ihall be chaiged a duty 
of at. for every bondred ponhcida the value thereot, and after 
that rave mr any greater or lefa Aim or quantity: where any 
fuch aiSimc (hall pais to a brbtber or filler of a parent of the de- 
eeaiedt txst any the {flue of a bcodier or filler of a parent of the 
d^£;i[Mfe 4 v there ihall be charged a duty of 3L for eveiy hundred 
of the value thereof, sod after that rate for any greater or 
or quantity ; and where any fuch eftace fhall paA to any 
the iflas of a brother or filler ot a grandfather or grandmother 
of the deceased* there Ihall be charged a duty of 4I. for every 
hltgdted pounds of the value dkereof* and after that rate for any 
greater or left fum or l^aanrky* 

That* towurd^^ mifi^ng the fupply granted to his Majefty* a 
61 . he charged for eveiy hundred pounds of the clear 

£ lue of any real eftatO that* upon the death of any perfon* fliall 
foend, or pais by device* or by force of any gift* giant, or 
conveyance* or by aft or operation of law, to, or to the ufe of* 
in trufi: for, any perfon or perfons in any more diflant degree 
Oif collateral conianguiiiity 10 the defeafed than is before charg¬ 
ed!;, or to tmy Hi anger in blood to th^ deccafed ^not being pur- 
dmilhrs liar valuable confidtration actually paid) 111 fee fimple* fee 
ml OTtfisr farm of hfe or lives* add after that rate for any greater 
fum or quantity. 

Tha^towards raifiog the fupply granted to his Majefiy, upon 
evury ai&jSment made, o^tobe made* for the year endmg the 
5th day of April* 1796* uniiSBr* pr by vi.tue of* any A£1 or A^s 
of parlfamenc now in force* for, or in refpeft of* the leveral rates 
and dunes under rhe management of the commiffioners for the 
afiTaits of taxes, a farther additional duty (hall be charged* after 
the rate of fbrevrry^ iMtjidmd pounds of the groA amount 
of all rhe Ifdd former duties charged by fuoh afifeumeai| to be 
computed for the half year ending the faid ;th day of April 

■n'liar* towards raifing the fupply panted to his Majefty^ upon 
P^ery afiefiment Co be made alter the 5(h da^of April 1796* un¬ 
der* or by vhtue of* any A £1 or A As m now m force* 

hut^ or m refpeA of* the leveral rates mi Aitkis under the ma¬ 
nagement of the commiffioners Ua the affairs of taxes* a further 

additional 



additional duty fiiall be c^iargedV after <.thc rate of lol. for eve^ 
hundred pounds of (lie grofs amount of all the faid former duties 
chprged by fuch aflefTment. ^ <v;/ ' / : ■ 

That, towards raifing the fupply gi*attti^:to.|iis Majefty, an 
additional excife duty of one {hilling to be cbarget^fo*’ every pound 
weight of tobacco, of the growthi^rpduftion3!''it?x manufacture, 
or plantations, or dominions of Spain, .Portug^y^porred int(> 
•Great Britain on or after the yth day of 

That, towards raifing the fiipjjsiy'grantedan 
additional excife duty f one IhllKn^.'lje 

weight of the like tobacco,* impdiie^^iiith Great* behir^ , 

the 7th day of December 1795, 

the directions of an Ad, made yeat^ of hiS 

jefly’s reign, of o 4 * another ACt, mSdy the 31ft jrear of ' 

Tcigh. , . ' 

Th^t, towards raTir.g the fiipply granted^';to his M^j^y,, ad 
additional excife duty of one {hiiling,be charged for ' 

weight of the like tobacco, imported into Great - 

the yih day of December 1795, and which {hall tfbt a^i^Oy ' «. 
been depolked, lodged, and fecured, before the ftid yth^daybf 
December 1795, warchoufe, according to. / 

an Ad, made in the xplh year of liis^pr£rent'M^n%’:S 
of another A£l., madedn the 3 i’ft year of th^^'^^|^re>gn^ * 4' V ’ 
That, towards raifirrg the luppiy granted 
ditlonal excife duty of one flailing bP, chatg^ ‘fer ev^ry 
•weight of the like tobacco, which, on th'c yih'day of Deewb^: 
•1795, fhall be in any wdreheufe, in «vhiLh the lame &t!t ’ " 
have been depofited, lodg-^P^ and fecuted, according to the di- * 
uflions of ail A£t, made in ,tiie ^pth year of his prefent Majefl) ’5 
leign, or of another Aft, ibade in the 31 ft yfo-r of the faid reign* 
and which ftall be, delivered out of fuch warehoufe for home 
trade, confwniption,W manafafture, ,, . ^ : 

That, towards raiiing. granted to his prefect MaV : 

jefty, an additional, cxcift: duty ©f.one penny be ch^ged for 
every pdund wc’ght of ihe like tojbacco, which, at any;iipjc from 
and after the 7th day of I)e<:cmber,^7^5, fliaU^b'e~fieKv<fred for 
exportation out of thie^arehoufe in which ihc fame lhall :j|e 
pofited, lodged, and feciil^ed, according to the direftida»! 6 £ 3 fche 
laid Afts, or eith^O^ftheiU,; ,, 

That, towards r^ng the fuppjy/granted to hi« Majefty, an 
additional ^excife du^ of fopr/pcnceii W charged far cyery pound 
Weight of tob'i.ccoi ,qf the growth or jprpdufti©^ 1 , or ojf 

the growth or pTqdhdlionvbf his^.Majefty^s colonies, pldiitations,^. 

«r, ti r^*korIes, in Amerkai or of'the United States of America, 
imported into Great Biritaih on oratter the yiK {day of December , 
179;'. ' - ' '*'■ - ■ ' 

vL'iiat, towa’jds/rii/iug;the fupply granted to his Majrfty,, an 
,addnional excife dufy offdurpence be ch;irgcd for every pound 
iveisht of «hvt like tobacco, Imported into' Great Jiritain before 

1 ifct 
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' %lat 7th ihy D^ember 179;, and which ihall not a£luallv have 
depoiU^ lodged and Icieureclf before the faid 7th day of 
';I^ejcemb^ 17959 in any warehbuie according to the (hredions 
ofthc fitod a£t69 df el&er •bfthem. 

. ; That, towards railing the iiipply granted to his Majefty, an 
additional excffeduty,of fbnr pence ^ charged for every pound 
^ ^iWeight of thn liha tobacco, on the 7th day of December 

1^1795, (haU^^ >any, warehouie in which the fame Ihall have 
. been depo@|pp^^ed^ li^ fi^Uted,. according to the dirediona 
; of the and which Ihall be delivei^ed 


0-trade confumpcion, or manu- 

granted to his Majefty, an 
d^ Oi raa^liumng charged for eve^ pound 
fnuff Which ftiijf 4 ^ Great Bntain by 

Company of l^ie^chhts of England, ti^diitg to the 
/. or after the 7tli day of December 179J;.' 

r f4railing the fupply granted to his Majefiy, ad- 
d'uty of one Ihillihg be charged for every pound 
^he Jike fniiff, imported into Great Bitain before the 
1795, and which (hall not aduallv have 
i'emicd, before the faid 7th day of De- 
according to the directions of 

'• ^‘^<815 of them., ’ 

4 towards.rjufip|;; th^^ granted to his an ad- 

. ditioh^ exeik d\uy of :i3Be (hiUing be charged for every pound 
of the i.K* fnuff, W'hich, ont^^th day of December 1795^ 
'iihalXbc in any v.arehoufc in which tHc (ame (hall have been clc- 
f^politcd, lodged, and fccured, according to the dire^ibns of the 
j, or cither of them, and which ftiall be delivered out of 

' v.j6i;^;j^arciioure. ^ , ^ 

raiftng the fnpply efanttd tb hi$. Majefty, an 
rof fix pence'be chafed for every pound 
iftpfyhich (baU be itbpoiTtcd ftrtp Gjrcat Btitain from 
any in Jliiienca,,or.froin the. SpaniftxWeft- 

lndi€!si|?bti'^-i^«^r the y th day bfD^^ 

, T^at> t6wak*ds raifmg the fttpply granted to'^bisMajeny an ad* 
of fix pencil ^ charged f(^ every poundwcight 
the like fnuff Imported into ^ ® 

December 4795* an<lSvhi^h fhm pot aattally!;havc been deposited, 
lodged, and'^veured, feventii d^sy of Deceihber 

1795, in any warehbfule, of the faid 

Acts, cr eiiher of thm. \ , \ 

Thar, towardi jrifing the ’^pljr igraiitcd tp his hijajcfty an ad¬ 
ditional cxcife of* fix pepee ^/charged for every pound 
weight of the like fiiuff which, oy; the jih.(bf Decembei: 1795. 
ftaUbe in any warehoufe in whith been 4 c* 

^Ifpfited, lodged, and fccured, according ^ ^ , of the 

fiaid or either of them, and w^ich (Ml be delivered out bf 
ihch warehbufe. 


That 



WDOET If 

Tlmt, towards raifing the fupply granted to hU Majefty, an 
addinonal excile duty of feven pence be chatged for every pound 
weight of fnuiFwhich ihall be imported into i^reat Britain from 
any other place^ on or after the yth day orDcCembcr 1795. 

That, towaidi raifing the fupply granted to hi^ Majeliy, an ad¬ 
ditional excife duty of feven pence be Charged for evqny pound 
weight of the like fnuif imported fnto Great BfUntAA before the 
7th day of De cntvher 1795* aild which fllAll lijijtjajEkually have 
been depnfited, lodged»and fecured* before &U|t'Ceventh day 
of December 1795* in any warehDUfe» according to fiue djre&kwii 
of the fdid Acts, or either of thdm» ^ ^ 

That, towards railing the fupply gmOted to his 
additional excife duty of feven pence ht charged for every^pmuid 
weight of the like fna(F, which, on the 7th day of DCCeti^Bir 
1795, ihall be in any warehoufe in which the fame ihall havebben 
depofited, lodged and feenred, according to *the diredious of 
faid Ads, or eithei of them, and which mall he delivereil out or 
Inch warehoufe. * 

'lhat, towards railing the fupply granted to hie Majefty^^Wery 
peifon who ihall keep, and ufe, any horlt, marej,, c^ geUiOgsvfCff 
the pui pole of riding, or for the purooie of draiyih;| any 
berlin, landau chanot» calalb, chaife^ or any Can^ge^ by wti|^ 
loever name fuch carriage is now, or hereafter may be^ 
or known (for or in reiped whereof any rate CNr duty 
under the management of the Commihioneta of Excife, aiuL^tiw 
transferred to and under the management of the l^omiuilSonie?^ 
for the Affairs of Taxes, is payable) Ihall be charged wiih a'firt*'* 
ther additional annual duty of ten fallings for each iach horfe, 
mare, or gelding. ^ 

That, towaids raifing the fupply granted to hi-^ M j-fty, evtry 
peifon who (hall keep two horfes^ marcs, or peldings, 
more, for the purpofe of riding, or for the purpole of dl^u/^ug 
any coach, beriin, landau, Chariot| calaih, cliruie, or any dSh# 
carriage, by whatfoever name fuch carriages now »te, or herc- 
«her may be, called or known, ihall be charged vTitb a farther 
additional duty of hve fliilliAgs for one of fuch horfos, marCB, or 
geldings. ' ’ 

'rhat, towards railing the fupply granted to hU Majelly, twety 
perfon who ihall keep three, foui> or 6ve borfes, mates, 01 geld¬ 
ings and no moire, for the purpofe of riding, or for the pinpoife 
of diawing apy coach, berlin, lahdab, chariot, calalh^^ chaife, or 
any other carriage by whatfoever nama fuch carriages now are, 
or hereafter may be, called or known, ihall be charged with a 
farther additional duty of feven IhtRings and fix pence for each 
borfe, mare or gelding, exceeding the number of one. 

That, towardb railing the fupply granted to his Majciiy, every 
perfon who (hdll keep foe 01^ mote horfes, mares, or geldings, for 
the purpofe of ridiiig, or for the purpofe of drawing, any coach, 
berling, landau, chariot, calaih, chaile, or any other carriage, by , 

12 wbaiiocvef 
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\vtiarfoc\>M 3 afee Hich carriages now art?, or hereafter may he, 

. called or knowii, lhall be charged with a farther additional an- 
fluri, duty tea ftiJIJags lor. each Jiorfe, maie, or gelding, ex* 
ceiiding the numficr of Or-e. ^ - 

^ T%at, towards raifitig the fupply granted to his Majcfty, evety 
' pe^fon who Hiall , keep any hOriU;, inare, or gelding, nt)t chaigc;f 
^wi'th any forpii^ rate or duty^ or Ahy colt or fiiley, or any mule, 
ikall yield and anhdkUy a duty of two fli llings for each fuch 
•' horfe, inare,^ j|e|ai!SgJ^ w^ or male. 

‘ That, Ae fnpply tranted to his Majefty, the 

, fcvcraLdnpca j^ft^drfonfi'lac^'cifing tile trade and bufiBcfs of an 
: and:wh?> fbajl rajcit out alicenfe to ufe and exercife 

.tSi</th*ade of Snhdrfc deUcr, impofed by an adl of 

' .34^ the reign of his prefent majefty, fhall ccafc and 

granted to his Majefty, cvei^ 
the trade dr butinefs of an horfe dealer within 
or the city, or liberties of Weftminfter, the 


to i^ercife the laid trade and biifincrs of an horfe 

pay ahhual’y the fum of 20!, 

Majefty, every 
of an hoife dealer with- 
city of and city and liberties of Weftminfter, 

r,^ih!e‘.week)y b'rils of mortali^, the parSEhfss of Saint Mary Ic bone 
;^^hd Saint Pancras, in the county of Middlcfex, and; the Borough 
'*>uth\\ark, in- the county of Surrey, ^nd who (hall take ouc 
e to u!e and e^ercifethe,.fiiid trade and bjofinefsof anhorie 
kali y'cld and .pay annually the futn loL 

ards raiiifig the jupply . graded to . his Majefty 

__■*--Tv- .. 

yard i 

'in ^ ^ 

. abov^;t^;dtltia pa)*ablc fbr finch paper before the printing, paim- 
:: thereofJ,;n.hid;foia.proi)dr^^^^ any greater or 

Tliat, tpwatd!? rad^ng an 


inuiiin, wei’eii uiAu uc Ma«a»wu« 

Great lirirai® f®ch djred” tllriw^oot of one 

colour only) , and fo in prd^j^ for any, greater jar lefler 

'Tliai^, towards rsIGng the fupjjtiy ipfoted .t,q hJa an 

f .^dditioiial eacife^doty of two (»tuce'1^M^M^be chitgedfor 
i>«vcrv ■ Viiid in'Jeo^li, reckoning yard widfr,' oT «1 U^en?, and pf 
s vWtf. AuiFs made of c> tron or Oaen.'niixed with" other mate.. 


: ali’liuiFs n.— , . , „ 

mV, faftians, velvet, velvercts, dimttses, and other hgured ffiufts, 

made 



' rf 

made of cotton and other materials, mixed, or wholly mado rf 
ro*tcn wool wove m Great BrUd^n, which fliall be printed# 
ilaiiud, painted, or dyed, in Gitat I)jitaitt (except Inch at (hai| 
be d>ed ihioughout of one colour only, and ftafts made ol wocu-* 
len, or w^ ereot the gi catcH part in value (hall be woollen) and To 
in proportion for any eater or Icftr quantity* 

That, to Walds railing the fupply granted la Ida Mvjcflv, an ad¬ 
ditional txufe duty of twopence half-peiwy for every 

y ird in length, reckoning yard wide, of iswily made of 
cotton wool, wove in Great Biitain, common^ dMled 
manufaflory, and of Biifiih muflins#^ which ika& fee 
Aained, painted, or dyed, m Great Britaiiu 
be dyed throughout of one colour only) and fb la pfopoxtioill f 0 
any greater or lefler quantity. ^ 

Thit, towards raifing the fupply muted to hi^ Ire 

allowance for wade on white and lock fait, earned cpaliwiik^ be 
difcontinued. 

That, towards rrifing the fupplv grange 1 to hi« Majefty, ^ 
tune allowed by law for the payment of the duti4# on Ult . 

duced as follows; that is to lay, on white filt to ditee montfav, <m 
rock flit to four months, and on foieign filt 
Britain to two months, and the preient race Of 
allowed arcoidingly. ' K * * 

7 hat, towards raifing the fupply granted ta hie 
ihilangs, part of the drawback now allo^e^ OH the eitpO^pi^bl^ 
of every hundred weight of fisgar exported, ip the fame 
which It was imported, be no longer paid or'^llowed 

That, towards raifing the fupply granted to his Majefiy, four 
(hillings, part of the drawback now allowed on the exportalMfn 
of any refined fuear called bafiards, and ground or powdlfctldl 
f igar, and refined loaf fugar broKcn in pieces, and al 
Culled candy, be no longer paid or allowed ^ ^ 

That, towards railPg the fupply granted to hi$ InfHii 

ilulling^ part of the drawback now allowed on thoeatj^tatioo 
of every hundred weight ilf any other refined fugui:;, be mk longer 
paid or allowed^ 

Ordered, 

That a bill, or bills, be brought in npon^ the faid refeliijfiotfs; 
and that Mr* Chadccllor Pitt, the Blirlof Mornmgton, Mr* Hop¬ 
kins, Ml. John Smyth, Htf Attpmey General, Mu Solicitor 
General, Mr. Rdte, Mr* i^h^arles X<ottg, and Mr. Hobart, do 
prepare, andbridgin, thtfme. 


SEC9N» 
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SECOND REPORT 

VltOM THE 

COMMITTEE, 

i^pointed to enquire who was die Author 
qf the Pamphlet, 

s ■ 

INTITULED 

* Thoughts on the EngUJh Government^* 

&C. &C. 


TSJE CQMMIT1'££ appoinred to enquire who was the 
Jribe Author of the Pamphlet^ intituled, ‘‘ Thoughts on 
Engitfit Gh0Oirr«mi?e6-^ad<lrefied to the Good 

Senfe of the Peofde of England j in a Scries of Letters— 
the Firfl^ oO the National Chara^er of Englijhmen 
^-The Nature of the Englijh GoOteptment^^^ihe Corrup¬ 
tions CQufed in both by the JntroduSion of French Prin» 

^ Fffe&s produced by the Reformation and the 

Mevolution Mon Political Principles-*^he ConduSt of 
Hihe Whdg Party—The Charaiier of the modern Demo-- 
4 nv/r~Londofi» Printed by J, Owen^ No. i68> Picca- 
who were empowered to report their 
Procei&difigs^ from Time to Time, to the Houfe ^ have 
further enquired into the matter to them referred, and agreed 
upon the following Report. 


tlyTR. JOHN OWEN being examined, wasalked. Whether 
IVJ. he perfified in his Refufil to give up the Author Of the 
Famphlet, intituled, Tho^hts on the EngKIh Government, 
1:0, he replied, he felt it bis duty, hot to give up the Author, 
Then, 

Mr. Thomas Wright was alio examined, and being aiked. 
Whether he Jxad not aAcd as Secretary of the Afibciation at the 
Ctow^and Anchor Tavern i he zeplied, No. 

gPI expreifing a defire to give information on the fubjcAajf 
fUnb^ety, which he conceived would Dlailitate his former evi. 
dwc; he produced a, book, containing their publications^ 

' intituled^ 



MPORT FROM !]^R)E;^J? 0 MMITTEE, ftc. \ 

intituled^ “ Affociation Papers;** which, at the deliie of the 
CommiUeff, Hcdcllvered in. • 

And being ihcwn the name of J# Moore, iccrctary, fxgtcd to 
the firft Affl)ciation, and dcclaratioii, and'r^Iutlonspfthe fociety, ' 
on the 20th of November, 1792 i and the N. B. which followed; 
viz. All letters and communications are rc^ueRedto be addrcffcd 
to the fecretary at this place ;*Mie Ws aiked, ^Whether he knew 
the laid fecretary, J. Moore? he anfwered, ^ Xhat/. Moore wail 
a man in nuhibus ; he ej^plained, by iiating J. Moore;^. 

was merely a hditious name; that do fuch pedTofi 
fccretalry to the foclcty; and that he knew ii at &C tin& hf 
their proceedings, but that the n^me had not beoti ^ 

after a few meetings. , " ^ ” ' // 

On being flicwn the proceedings of the fociety on the twojD^<^ 
meetings, of the 24^h and 29’h of November, he admitted ^ 
fignature of J. Moore was the fame fiditious name. 

And being afleed, whether thpre were any iiditioha ‘ 

among the liil of the Committee, publilhcd in the proi^edanga:' < 
of the 29th of November ; he faid, he was fare there were hone. . 

And being alked, whether the Committee knew that their 
jlgning fecretary was a hditioiia name; he anfwete^ 
but Mr. Reeves.—With regard to the mt\an» ofcdr^oJitipn 
j'oeiety, he faid they were very cattenfive : 
pondence with Mr. Reeves from oi^r 

fourteen volumes bound, * '' J u X',, ^ ^V-l’, 

And being talked, to whotnk^ retuni^-^; 
pamphlet, intitled, Thoughts on tht'^^tllh Gover)i*i|(^;': • 
he anfwered, to Mr. Reeves, from whom he had rcccive<l?ii|;.V 
Mr. Andrew WiKbn being examined, faid, that he had be^ 1: 
printer of the news-paper c^tlTed ** The True Briton,” and,'|l«i 4 v‘ 
frequent opportunities of Mr. Reeves w’rite for 

paper. ^ ‘ 

And upon being A^w»i,the proof (beets of the 
tituled, Thougbtt op the Eoglifli Goverftnjentj, 
livered in to the op a>fotiner day by J^cs, he 

was alked, whetketbe Uii; hand-writing cbntiuotlkl.ln, the 
faid preof jheets, and the:'&parate paper thereto anneaed^K|lie s 
replied, to the btilof bM they were the hand<*wx^Eiiil|' ^ 

of Mr. Rec^s; ‘ / 

At tlie rec^eff o£,^r2 *gain called in ; and 

permitted to sdd;tt^^'ev^;eni^r v ^ 

That it w.asktlm toggeipd]a^;bii^!hi^ fiditious name 

of J. Moovewas adoptt^^d by'Mr.'peeves pro jempore^ as it might 
be afterwards dropp^|.ahd at tl^meeting of the 30Ch of No.. 
vember, he jmentioned the cji^uraftance to the Committee,, who, ’ 
rcfolved that the name ^bOj^l^tbe dropt. 

And being ,alke^d, i,in^by;ihe fefolution does not appear on 1^ : 
proceedings of that djSyl ^e anfweredj, becanfe it was cohEdered 
merely as a private rcfolmioiL / 

PROCEEDINGS 



if. 'S& 'S 


h PRbCllEDINGS 

OF THE 

; Houfe ^Commons, 

-I.';,,, asSJPICT^Nd 'THE 

PRICE OF CORN, 


riticrtSf II® dk Dcfemhisg 1795- 

RESOLUTION. 

, , RESOLVEDy NemineCantradicenti^ 

f^HAT^ m CC(i?fcqu€incc of the high price and deficient fupply 
JL of & is expedient to adopt fuch meafures as may be 

prx^ticahle fot dithliHftiDg the confumpiion thereof, during the 
xODtintiahee of the piefent prefTure, and ibr introducing the uic 
^ Inch aiilcles as^may. Conveniently be fublliluud in the place 

AGREEMENT. 

’ :/Wc, the iinderiigncd, impjcflcd wi;h a fenfe of the evils whicri 
inua^ be cxper'cnccd by his Majefty’s fubje^ts, in confcqucnce of 
th^ .tieficient fupply of wheat, unlefs timeJy and eifeflual meafures 
areit^eii to^^rcduce the confumption thereof, within fuch limits 
ns majr ptCHrcnt the preffure of adual fcarcity previous to the ntj:t 
harvefii aiull may fecure, as far as poffibk, the neceflary fubfillenrc 
of the people of this kingdom, until it fball pieafe Divine Provj. 
denCe to rdtore the bkfling of gCAcral^^Ienty | do hereby, jointly 
and' feverally, pledge ourfelves,tin the moil folenin manner, to 
execute and maintain; to the Utmoftof our |«»vyer; the following 
RESOLUTIONS; and alfo moit carncftl/recommend the 
fame to be adopted ,in our refpeSive neighborhoods^ ' 

We win redocc the confumptiou of .wheat itt our* families, by 
at leafl onc-ihird of the ufual qumiiity confumed in ordinary 
times. 

order to cfFcd this Tedudion* either we will, liinft to that 
PKent the quantity of £ne wheaten ;btil^bd ufed by each indivi¬ 
dual in our families; erwe will confume therein only mixed bread, 
of wh ie j^ot more than two-thirds ihall be made of wheat; or we 
will c(n|pe only a proportional qiuaritity of mixed bread, of 
' . which 



PROCXEDXNGSi &€. Sx 

which more than two-thirds is made of wheat; or a proportional 
quantity of bread made of wheat alone, from which no more than 
nve pounds weight of bran per buihel is excluded: and we will 
alfa^(if it lhallhe necciTary for the purpofe of this engagement) 
prohibit in our families the ufe of wheaten flour in paRry, and 
dimjnifh, as much as pof&ble, the ufe thereof in other articles 
than bread. 

By fomeone or more of thefe meafures, or by |injr other which 
may be found equally efFe^lual, and more expedient and practi¬ 
cable, in our jeipeClive fituations, we will, to the utmoft of our 
power, enfure the reduction above-mentioned, of at leaft one- 
third of the quantity of wheat ufually confumed in our families 
in ordinary times. 

This engagement fliall remain in force until fourteen days after 
the commencement of the next fefllon of parliament, unlcfs the 
average price of wheat in the whole kingdom fhall be reduced, 
before that time, to eight (hillings per Winchefter bufhel: And 
wc do carneflty recommend to our fellow fubjeCts to adopt and ‘ 
ftriCtly to adhere to the fame. 

ORDERED, 

That the faid agreement be ingrofTed on a roll of parchment, 
with diilinClion for the counties and places therein, according to 
the roll for fubferibing the tefl; and that the agreement be left at 
the office of the Clerk of the Journals of this Houfe, in order to 
be fubferibed by fuch members of this Houfe as chufe to fign the 
fame themfelves, or who fhall fignify their defire to any other 
member of this houfe, or to the clerk of the jouinali, to fubferihe 
the fame for them. 
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Barnflaple ^ lOn Account of ereif^i'-g Bar^s'-ks for Officers and 

1 Men, and Sr.ibles for Horf f, w'.tK ibp ne efTary 
' Gu.udHovift , JriffiTijaiicr, Ha*. Shedi,, Tnrif , 


the i^ccommodation of Cavilr>, with Chirgefc | ~ ' 

'far PcunJn'v Vails, le\ei!ifi^ CTii'uni, forming j 

Pliraaes Roads &:c. — Ipfc 6 
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An Accoun’t of all Sums of M-r'iicy that have been ilTued by 
ihc Barrack Maftcr Gtneral, for the Ereding and' firfing 
Temporary Barracks in Great Briialn : Specifying the 
Places in whi'.h inch Barracks have been erreded aiw fit¬ 
ted, the Sums expended and due for the fame, and plfo’for 
Rents, Bedding, Furniture, Utenlils, Forage, Beer, Coals, 
Candles, Wood, &c, for the Troops. Jlationed in the ifa'd 
Barracks, from the ift Day of January 1790 to;thc?ilt 
Day of December 1795. ^ j 


BARRACKS. 

To Contain. 

r♦Amount paid 
TOrbiiiJdingand 
;f'tti4g '1 cm- 
ipo ary Bar- 
rack.il. 

- 

.^unvs due ac 
i />rrAcc.!i^thc 

1 Baroack Y as. 
>Gen^ Office, 
and by dhc 
Kqfiortsrof 
I'-MmYoh. 

Men. 

Horfes. 

CjrjLRT. 






Brighton Cantonments 

- 

— 

460 



Can'.crbury - 

- 

84 

84. 

[200 0 0 


Chefter JiC Street - 

. 

— 

68 

100 0 4 

95 0 0 

Guildford - ^ 

- 

289 

289 

76S5 0 0 


Morpeth 

- 

ic6 

Bo 

‘200 0 0 

136 o 0 

ivJeiAc.'llle 

- 

320 

350 

1170 0 0 

.'1087 0 0 

riMr.onth Dock - 

- 

— 

40 



Ipfvvii’U . - - 

. 

61 

61 

000 0 0 


Will Ji or 

- 

240 ^ 

240, 

602 0 0i 

*■ 

IN FAN TRr, 


1 

1 

1 

i 


Bhitcli ngton 

- ' 

^34 

— 

4000 0 01 


B ihop Weai mouth - 

, 1 

954 

— 

342 0 0 

79 0 6 * 

Bopee.) 

- 

J19 




Boticv 


496 




Bu.!:..:nd3 


5^'4 




mock 


40 




Carter ^-ury - 


31^29 

“34 I 



Chrir.chuich - 


4 JO 




CU-adon - 


210 

— 

10^ 0 0 

HOC 

Pr.l , - 


300 

— 

312 0 0 


Dover 


220 




Dungenefs - 


420 




B.*itDOurue - 








rOi cj\'- 

Ac com- 





njod.jtion tlie; 



Exeter 

- 

Eilcx FcnciLIcJ 

119 0 0 




C«<\airy 

, 



..Etin^r . . 

- 

654 

— 

480 0 0 


^Wareham and Alverifoke 


1643 

— 

1072 0 0 


|Tullwcil 

- 

172 

— 

37 0 0 

42 0 0 

' ' ‘Carried forward 

- 

— , 

— 

18324 0 0 1 

T440 0 0 




( Sy } 


BARRACKS. 

To contain. 

1 bums duo as 

Ameunt paid for 
buililing and 

Men. 

Hurfes. 

TiiJiypurary Dur- 
r 3 ck.«. 

and by tho ke- 
ports <A the 
Surveyors, 

Brought forward 

! 


18324 0 0 

1440 0 a 

Goljiorc - ^ - 

1 





if'oi ihc Accommo- 



Ilarloiv Bufh - 


oi‘ EjIcjc 

444 0 0 



I'cnc. 

Cav.Jry. 



Hamble - • - 

488 

— 

0 

0 

0 


Harron - - - 

150 

— 

69 0 0 

600 

I'Jaflings > . . 

300 




Hythc - - - 

240 




Hampton Court - - 

lt)0 

160 

10*^9 0 0 


iilc of Wight - - 

2 ( 5^4 

—> 

4112 0 0 


Iruns Hill - - . 

6 <)b 

— 

150 0 0 

• 

Litlle-h.’mpton - - 

189 




Lymi.'grou 

2iq6 

— 

J 223 0 0 


LyuwiliuiH - - . 

H'/' 

— 

410 0 0 


L.ingricy i'clnt - - 

120 




k Wearmouth 

9 ?o 


746 0 0 

2c6 0 0 

KctI;/ . - - - 

5 So 

— 

453 ^ ^ 


T^or.,\ch - - . 

4000 

— 

4OGO 0 0 

2894 0 0 

Po^k' - • - , 

40 C 0 

— 

4713 0 0 


Portka 

loco 

! 

3OCO 0 0 

200 G) 0 0 

Pcnuint'-'?u - - - 

45S 




Ririgwooti * - . 

IJiO 


Tin 00 


Romfey - . - 

1322 

~ 

1 j.|.6 0 0 


Rye. 

296 




Shorcliam - • - 

201 




Shornclilfe - - - 

480 




Southampton - » 

acCj 

— 

*43 ® 0 


Soaihwirk S® - . 

lOl 




fioutliwick N'' - . 

214 


115 0 0 


Stoke - - . - 

50 




Sunderland 

i860 


815 0 0 

22 0 0 

Trattks - - . 

88 




Tynemouth CaftJc 

660 

— 

917 0 0 : 

923 0 0 

Wofton - - - 

300 

— 

248 0 0 


Weftoe - - - - 

176 

— 

78 0 9 

2 0 0 

V/eymoutli 

8S0 

— 

939 0 0 


WJjiihurnc 

498 

—- 

271 0 0 

26 0 0 

Vy inch cl Tea 

*93 




Winchcher • - . 

722 

— 

1217 0 0 


W'oodfi ’e - - - 

37 *^ 




yannotLli . - -, 

1600 

— 

2797 0 0 

1200 0 0 



£• 

4ot>oS 0 0 

S719 0 0 
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Paid on Account of Ercding and fitting Tem¬ 
porary Barracks as per Statement —• 

Sums due to complete the famei as per Statement 
Paid for Rents — — 

Paid on Account of Bedding for the above 
Barracks ■■ — — 

Paid on Account of Furniture and Utenfils, do. 
Paid for Forage, Beer, Coals, Candles, and 

Wood - - ■ - — 

Paid Lodging Money for Officers, where Accom¬ 
modation could not be provided in Tempo¬ 
rary Barracks — — — 

Paid Superintendants and Barrack Mailers on 
Account, for the Supply of Coals, Can¬ 
dles Wo(^, Rents, &c. &c. the Accounts for 
which are not yet delivered — — 




A «/• 
48,608 o o 
8,719 o o 
16,806 o o 

40,743 o o 
12,492 o o 

79,008 o e 


2,582 o o 


34.5H o o 


243^.72 o o 


Oi. DE LANCr, . 

Barnack Mafier General. 


ACCOUNT 



( »9 ): 

ACCOUNT of all Sutps^ Money that have been ilTuod for 
the Ereftioii of BARRACKS, by ,the Barrack Matter 
<^neral, in Gucrnfey and Jerfey j fpecifying the Places at 
which ttich*^ Barracl^ have been erefted, and the Sums 
expended upon each, aiid for provl^ding Bedding, Eurniturc, 
and tlienfilsfor the fame, from ift January, 1790 to lit 
December 179 S'- ' 


BARRACK. 


AMOUNT. 


GUERNSEY. 


Moulin du Mont on Account of erefting Bar¬ 

racks' for OilTcer^ and Men, 
^ith the’ ncaflary 6uard 
Hotrfes, Store Rodms, and 
other buildings requlfice for the 
Accomihodacioii of Infantj - 

L’Hivercufe . . 

D« • D? - D® 7 • - 

LeKomct ' - D® . . 

J>? Fitting TemporaryJD® • - 

Patd on Account of Bedding for 
rhe above Barracks 
DQ - Furnitiire and Utehfilt 
‘ for ^ 

D*> - for the Porchafe of 

Land &c. for the purpofe oi 
erediing Barracks thereon 

JERSEY. 

St. Owen's Bay Paid on account of erefling Bar¬ 
racks for Oflicers and Men, 
with the necclTary Guard 
Houfes,* Store Rooms, and 
other Buildings requilice for the 
A'ccommodatioa of Infantry - 

Grouville Bay “B'' - Djj? - ► 

Fitting Temporal^ - - 

Paid on Account of Bedding foi 
* the above Barracks - - 

Do - Furniture and Utenfilf 
for D® - 
D.® for the Purchafe of Land, 
. &c, for the Purpofe of erctfling 
Barracks thereon «... 


9^630 o o 
8,287 o o 

2,2^0 O O 

960 O O' 
247 o o' 

6,240 O o 


- ^ 2,652 o o 


4,030 o 


7,865 o o 
6,481 o o 

VI4S9 ® p - 
7,886 o o 
1,629 O D 


478 O O. 


£* P 4>*54 o c> 

OL: DE LANCEY, (—- 

u Bjrrack Matter Genei'ah 
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An Account of the Number a^d Names of all BARRACK 
MASl'ERS, with their reIpcSftive Salaries and Emoluments, 
i which have been appointed to fuperintcnd the feveral Bar¬ 
racks built, or intended to be built, in Great Britain^ 
jf^rfey’i and Guernjey^ under the DireiStipn of the Barrack 
Mailer General, from ill January, ly^Oj^tP ift December, 
1795 - 


BARRACKS. 

[BARRACK MASTERS, 

SALARIES. 

Ayr - ■ 

‘ Hugh Fcrgiiflbn 

lOJ. per Dim^ 

Aberdeen 

* George Symmer 

I or. D'^ 

BarnQaple < 

- James Bafleigh - 

SJ- D® 

Birmingham 

fohn Brooke 

■ tor. D? 

Blatchington 

rhomns Harben 

£. 109. \os,per Annum, 

Bridport 

7. N. Teed 

Cf. per Diem, 

Brighton 

William Randall 

lot. D“ 

Beveily - 

James Galbrcaih 

yr. D * Intended to be built. 

Canterbury 

John Lauzon - 

lor. 

Chelmsford 

Val. Maffey 

ji. D® 

Chriftchurch 

M. Pike 

5/. DS 

Colchclier - 

lien. Craven 

lor. 

Coventry 

George Lott 

lor. 

Croydon 

Charles Tufnell • - 

10/. Do 

Dorchellcr - 

•Henry Tooze - 

lOr. D’^' 

Dundee 

[William Douglas - - 

10/. D*^ 

Eail-Burne - 

’Charles Dixon 

s/. D‘' 

Exeter 

Thomas Edwards 

10;. D« 

Edinbro’ 

Thomas Collioun - - 

loj. D® 

Guildford - 

Thomas Boughton -i 

Morris Robinfon 
fvice 

I or. D® 

1 


Bo lighten. 

105 . T>^ 

Glafgow 

Richard Marlhall 

Guernfey 

Jofeph Allicocke 

5s. D'^. 

ilouofiovv 

Thomas ThompTm - 

lor. 


R. W. Wincheftsr - 
vice 

lor. D^ 


Thompfon 

10/; D* 

Hyde Park 

John Piper 

Hamilton 

Stephen Lockart 

105. D® 

Ipfwhich 

james Pierce 

10 /. 

jerfey - 
Lincoln 

Stephen Watts 

John Parfons 

yj. D? 

I os. D® idifcontinued. 

Mancheiter - 

William Farmer 

loj. D® 

Montrofe 

Alex. Turnbull 

I or. D ® intended to be built. 

Modbury - - ' 
( 

Wiliiam Thorn® 

yr. D® 

George Loving 

p. DS 


vice 

Thorne. 

BARRACKS. 
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BAftfeACksT 

BARRACK MASTERS. 

SALARIES. 

Norwhich - 

Robert Suckling 

1 or. per 

■ Diem, 

Northampton 

Fr^ancis OHiorn 

TO/. 


Samuel Knollis 
*vice 

O/boin. 

lOJ. 

m 

Nottingham 

George Cartwright - 

I or. 

D® 

Pore fie Her - 

Allan M'Keiizie 

4 r, 

a6ling. 

Romford 

George Wade 

I or. 

D® 

Saxmundham 

Franci: Mowatt 

5^* 

D® difeontinued. 

Sheffield - 

William Gibfon 

lOx. 

D® 

Soulhampton 

W. A. Br indrcih 

5^- 

DQ 

Sundeiland - 

John Dickfon - - 

I ox. 


Shrewfbury - 

George Young 

lOX. 

D® difeontinued. 

Taunton 

Edward Foy 

5S. 

D'> 

Totnefa 

William Adams * -| 

5^- 



William Thorne 
vice 

Adams. j 

5^- 

D? 

Trowbridge 

Mo' ris R'^binfon 

5^* 


tl. John Hone 

V 'ce , 

Robinfon. 

1 5^* 


Warcham 

Thom-as Morris 

5^- 

D« 


Samuel Mojre 
vice 

Morris. 

5^- 

DS 

Wincheflcr 

William Lewis 

[OX. 


Weymouth - 

- 'rhomas Roclbcf 

■ 5-'- 

D« 

York 

■J. H. Cniger 

- lOX. 



Several of the above Barrack Mailers being not yet provided 
■with Accommodation in their refpedUve Barraek^, are allowed 
Lodging Money not excf’edlng ^o. ^rr with One 

Room’s allowance of C ^als and Candles in tlie proportions 
iflued in Barracks : but no Fee or Emoluuiciit. 

OL. DE LANCEY, 

Barrack Mailer General. 




Afl 
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Ah ACCOUNT of ali Sums of Money that fecen. iflTued 

by tbe Board of Ordnance for the Ere^ion of BARRACKS 
in Great Britain^ ^uernfey*^ fpecifying the 

places in which fuch Barracks have been eredled, and the 
Sums expended upon each) and for prividin^ Bedding, Fur¬ 
niture, and Utenfils for the fame, from ift January 1790 to 
the I ft Day of December 1795 j together v'iih an Account 

of all Sums of Money due upon the iaoie Account: .— ■ 

And alfo, An ESTIMATE of all Sums ncccflary for com¬ 
pleting fuch Barracks as are now building, or intended to 
be built:-AUo, The Number and Names of aU Bar¬ 

rack Matters, and other Officers, with their refpeftive 
Salaries and Emoluments, which have been appointed to 
fuperintend the faid ibveral Barracks, built and intended to 
be built: 

Prepared purfuant to Two Orders of the Hon. the HOUSE 
of COMMONS, 4th December 1795,— 


NEW BARRACKS ereaed. 

£. J. 

Iflaiid of jerfey—Barrack with a Storehoiife 

5,879 18 11 

Woolwich • - Barracks and Officers Quarters, 


Hofpital, Stables, and uthei 


Buildings 

33,191 i 6 t 

Bedding, Furniture, and Utenhls for the faid 


Barracks - - 

3 ’S 23 15 

£ 

62,595 ” 5 

ESTIMATE of Sums neceffary for compleaUng 


fuch Barracks as are now building or intended 


to be built, viz. 


At Woolwich - ' • 

15,086 15 g 

In Edinburgh Cattle » 

10,179 ® ® 

In Porffmouth Garrifon n =0 

7,677 17 3 

£■ 

32,943 12 I 


There 
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•6m 


There has alfo been expended on accountl £. j. d, 
of Terapojury Barracks at lundry places on 
the Coafts of Kent, Suffex, and Hamplhire 31,155 10 9 


Bedding and Ucenills for the faid Barracks 


16,187 2 a 




l47,3Jz 12 II 


Thomas Harbin, Bairack Mailer at the Tempo¬ 
rary Barracks, at Bla chinp^ton and Seaford, at 
109 loj. Amtu'n, lias been paid by the 
Ordnance to 31ft March 2795, 

W. HOWE. A. ROSS. 


THO. BAILLIE. 

Oflicc rf Ordnance, 

5t‘i Febraar-y 1796- 


Aa 
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ACCOUNT of the Number and Names of the feverat 
OFFICERS, with their refpeflive Salaries, who have 
been appointed to (uperintend the feveral Barracks, built or 
intended to be built, in Gn^at Britain^ Guernfey^ 

lince ill January, 1790, to ift December, 1795. 


BARRACK MASTER GENERAL. 

Major General De Lancey 40s./fr day on the ellablilhment, and 
40^ extra, with his actual expencies for c. luingtncles and on 
account of travelling; but no fees or emolument on the receipt 
or expenditure of money. 

DEPUTY Barrack Maflcr General. 

Lieut. Col. Tayler 20s, per day, with his adlual cxpences on 
account of contingencies and travelling ; but no fees or emolu¬ 
ment on the receipt or expenditure of money. 

ACCOUNTANT. 

John Stanbank, Efq. /*. 347 per Ann .; but no fees or emolument 
on the receipt c-r expenditure of money. 

ASSISTANT Barrack Mafter General for the Superlntendancc 
of all Supplies of Barrack Stores. 

Frederick Mac Kenzie, Efq. 300 per Ann .; but no fees or 
emolument on the receipt or expenditure of money. 

ASSISTANT Barrack Maifter General for Vlfitlng and Infpeding 
Barracks. 

John Stapleton, Efq. 15s. per day, and his travelling expcnces ; 
but no fees or emolument. 

ASSISTANTS to the Barrack Mailer General for the prefent 
St vice of the Department. 

Oliver Barbcrie, John Foller Hill, Charles M'Pherfon, Efq. at 
10%. per day each, with their travelling expencies ; but no fees 
or emolument. 

OFFICERS appointed to fuperintend and Infped the Eftabliflied 
aud Temporary Barracks in the feveral parts of 

' * England, Gaernfey, &c. 

^ Major Wi liam Lewis, Col. j. H. Cniger, Capt. John Dc Lancey, 
• . Lieut. Col. iicnfon, Edrni.nd Andrews, Efq. at los./rr day 

with their travdhng expencies; but no fees or cniolu- 


BUILDING. 
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BUILDING. 

ASSISTANT Barrack Mafter General for conducing the 
Bailding Branch of the Barrack Department. 

•Henry Caftlcman, Efq- los. per day, and his travelling expences 5 
but no fees or emolument. 

ARCHITECT and SURVEYOR. 

James Johnfon, Efq. 20s. per day, and 206. extra when on duty 
in the country, and his travelling expences. 

ASSISTANTS to Arcliitcft and Surveyor. 

Mr. William Latimer los. per day, and 10s. extra when on duty 
in the country, and his travelling expences. 

Mr. Riccj^. 100 per Ann, 

NORTH BRITAIN. 

ASSISTANT Barrack Mafter General for conducing the 
Buftnefs of the Department in Scotland. 

Col. Alexander Baillicj^. 300 per Ann, and his travelling expences, 
with an allowance of per Ann, for rent of an Office, with 
coals and candles for the fame ; but no fees or emolument on 
the receipt or expenditure of money. ' 

ASSISTANT. 

Capt. David Robertfon \o%,per day, and his travelling expences; 
but no fees or emolument. 

ARCHITECT and SURVEYOR. 

John Sanders, Efq, los. per day, and 10s. extra when on duty in 
ihe coiiiuiy, and his travelling expences. 

OL. DE LANCEY. 
Siirrack Mailer General. 


FURTHLR 
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further report 

FROM TH£ 

COMMITTEE,. 

Appointed to enquire who was the Author 
of the Pamphlet, 

INTITULED 

^ Thoughts on the Englijh Govcrnmcnly^ 

&c. &c. 


THE COMMITTEE appointed* to enquire who was the 
the*^ Author of the Pamphlet, intituled, ‘‘ Thoughts on 
the Englijh Government— addrefled lo the Quiet Good 
Senfe of the People of England ; in a Series, of Letters— 
I-etter die Firfi, on the National Character &f hnglijhmcn 
—The Nature of the Englijh Goveinment—the Corj^ap- 
iions caujed in both by the InirodutUon of French Pnn-- 
cipics—The EJftfls produced by the Refonnaiim and tha 
Re^htiic/H upon Political Principles-'^^Tbe Condu^ of 
the Whig Pajty^-'-Tht* CharaEla* of the 7 nodcrn Demo^ 
frtf/j—-London, Printed by Jf. Ou'e?ij No, l68, Picca-> 
and who were empowered to report their 
Proceedings, from Time to l ime, to tlie Houle; have 
purfuant to the Order of the Houfe, enquired into the matter 
lu them referred, and agreed upon the. following Report. 

M r. JOHN OWEN being examined, faid. That he is a 
boohielier, and lives in Piccadilly. 

And b.ing aiked, if he knew a publication, intituled, 
Th’juglitd on the Engli/h government f’’ lie replied, Yes ; 
his name was iigned to it. 

Afttr ilji^clecJuration, Mr. Owen declined giving any further 
.prfbrmativiu to your Committee, on the plea that it might tend 
to criminate himfelf. 

And being finally afked, whether ho per filled in refufing to 
aftfwer any qficlUgsio t.hc Coirmitice might put to him ? he re¬ 
plied, Yes. 

Mr. 
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Mr, John Lake bting examined, faid, that he knows Mr, 
Wrig^lir, the printer, in Peterboiough Court, as alfo Mr. Sireet 
andMr. Scump. 

And being alked, whether he ever heard thefe perfons fpeak of 
a pamphlet, intituled, “ rhouidH.> on the iinglilh Government? 
he faid, he had ' 

And being afleed, whet^^cr he ever btMrJ them 7|)pak of the 
author of the 'parnp< kr? hf f^id, Yco; nr j that he heard Mr. 
M'Dowali’s brother arknr wiedgc that ho compofld the prefs for 
the pauiphler, partied riy tSo/c parts which have been deemed 
libcLnis by the H uP* f Commo!i.>; and alfo that Mr. Reetwes 
had i>c n b:.c'.wards and fovvvards at the office, and the pamphlet 
was c mm'^Tily k own 'hre -ghont the office by the name of Mr. 
Reeves’s pamphlet. Th.it Mr. V\^ripht, the printer, was com- 
miiTioiied bv Mt- Reeves to grt a p?rfon to publilh the bid pamph¬ 
let; and 111 conh'cju „ncc Mr. vVrigiit nopliod to feveral bookfcller'r, 
who ref .fed to publifh it, Mr. Wright refilling to give up the'^ 
author; r.n'l M , Owen, Pireadilly, undertook to publifh it, 
and Mr. Wri^h-V ptirtcr delivered it, by (lie n imeof Mr. Reeves’s 
pamp* let, t Mr. Ow' u ; .md the witntfs thinks Mr. M'Dowall’s 
brother faid, th.i Mr. Reev^es made fome interlineations at his 
fian-e, wdule coinpofiait, aad that Mr. Reeves generally corret^lcd 
the prefs. ' ^ ’ 

Mr. Charles ^^‘Dowall being exitmined, faid, that h« is conl- 
politor to Mr. Wi^ght. That he recollctts the pamphlet, in* 
titulcd, “ Thoughts on the Engjifli Government,” being printed 
at his ciHce. 

And being alked, whether the prefs was corredled during the 
printing of the pamphlet from the manufeript flicets ? he faid, it 

Wclb. 

And being pfked, what perfons he faw foperintending the, 
prefs, and corroding the proofs ? he replied. No one, but Mr. 
Reeves. 

And being alked, If he knew Mr. Reeves by light? he faid. 
Yes? he lives in Cecil-drcet, 

And being alked, whether he faw Mr. Reeves frequently during 
the printing of the pamphlet, fuperintenoing the work? he faid, 
yes. 

And being alked, if he ever faw Mr. Reeves write on or corrcdl 
any of the proofs ? he laid, he was nvot certain. 

And being alltctl, whether he ever fpokc to Mr. Reeves at Mr. 
Wright’s? he bid, yes; frequently. 

And being alked, wheiher Mr, Reeves’s condu£l at Mr.'’ 
Wright’s was fuch as to lead the witnefs to believe him to be the 
author of the pamphlet? he replied, yes. 

And being ,afked„, whether he knew the hand-writing of Mr. 
Reeves ? lieTaid, yes ; the hand-writing that goes for his. . 

And being .alked, was the hand^writing of this pamphlet, in 
his opinion, the fame as the hand*writing that goes lor Mr. 
Reeves’^s ? he faid, yes. 


o 


William 



9 * rtJRTHER REPORT FROM THE (COMMITTEE, &C, 

William Aiiguftus Miles, Efquirc, being examined, was 
alked« whether he has any, and what reafon, to know who is the 
author of the pamphlet, intituled, “ Thoughts on the Englilh 
Government?'* he faid, yes. In the firft inftance, from Mr. 
Owen's having prefented it to him as Mr. Reeves's pamphlet; 
and in ihe courfe of a few hours afterwards, meeting Mr. Reeves 
tuining out of the treafury, he (the witnefs) informed him, that 
he had received a pamphlet written by him. Mr. Reeves aflced 
him the title. He told him.-- Mr, Reeves then enquired, if John 
Oweu had informed him, that he (Mr. Reeves) was the author. 
Frmn delicacy to the bookfeller, he faid, no $ but the fecret was 
revealed by a printer’s man, who, by Mr. Owen’s declaration, 
he underftood to be Mr. Wiight’s man. Mr, Reeves then e:ir- 
nclUy recommended him to re.id the pamphlet; and to the bed of 
hiarecolledion, Mr. Reeves dclired him to let him know what he 
thought of it. That the witnefs, on his return, read it, and 
found the following paflage: 

In fine, the government of England is a monarchy ; the mo- 
nai chy is the ancient ftock from which have fprung thofe goodly 
** branches of thelegiflature, the Lords and Commons, that at 
the fame time give ornament to the tree, and aiFurd fiielter to 
** thofe who feek protedion under it. But thefe are dill only 
** branches, and derive their origin and their nutriment from 
their common pj^rent; they m«y be lopped oflF, and the tree \$ 
a ttee dill; fhorn indeed of its honours, but not like them cad 
int<» the fire. The Kingly government may go on, in all its 
fundions, without Lords or Commons,” fo repugnant to the 
principles of the Revolution of 1688, that the witnefs immediately 
fent a tranfeript cf it to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, ac¬ 
companied by a letter; and on the morning foliowiug the wit- 
ii?fs urorc a letter to Mr. Reeves j a copy 0? which letter was 
delivered in to the Ctmmittee, and read, the witnefs requeding 
it might dand as pare of his exanunation ; and is as follows : 

^ Pall Mall, November 6, 1795. 

1 have read your pamphlet. Sir, .with equal attention and 
** concern; with atitn’ion, becaufe you recommended it drongly 
to my perufal, and with concern, becaufe I v/as hurt that any 
ma:., acquainted with the principles of the Englidi conditution, 
ihoLlI have the iudifcrction or effrontery to mifreprefent them 
a manner fo very grofs and unpardonable.-—Such writings 
tend to bring monarchy much more into difrepute than the 
^^harangues of Mr* Thclwali and Co, ; and monarchy in this 
country does not require to be fudained by trick and contri- 
V vance; it has tlie fupport of rcafon, policy, and cxpericncc- 
**^T’Ke nonfenfe and fallhoods of writers, who only prove their 
** ignorance or fervility, will endanger it; and if my aavice fhould 
‘‘ be afltedj, I would ferioufly recommend }i>u to defend the csccl- 
Icncies of ouf conditution by its excellencies—rfbr they plead 
far more eloquently in his favour, than cither jjour \yrttings or 

* - ‘ - to 
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thofc of Mr. Burke. The misfortune is, that you confound the 
abufes of government with the government itfrlf; and having 
by far a much greater and more decided intereft in the prefer- 
** vation of the one than of the other, your anxiety for the latter 
** is merely a contingency on the former, and becomes a mere ff- 
** cononry coi fid'^ration. I will tell you very candidly, that I 
thought you were going greater lengths than either facl:s or 
policy vv,irranU’d, in November 1792; and I am inclined to 
believe, that your prefent labours are more likely to do mifdliief 
than good. What you have faid in pages iz and 13, wQiii]d> 
in the reign of Ge* rge the Firll, have fent you to the pillory^ 
** and if minifters difeha’-ge their duty, they mud difeourage the 
** publication in qiicttiou—for it is no lefs inbumbept on them to 
difcountenance attacks on tbf conllitutton from one defeription 
“ of men than from another. Whether it is affiled by the intein- 
perate zeal of Royalilts or Republicans, it ought to be deferuledl; 
for it has equal danger 11 apprehend from the extravagant 
pretenfions of the one and the r^tneorous aniinofity of the 
other, and as an individual intereflcd in its prefervation, I will 
oppofe, coufe qu^il coutty and innovation on the part of the 
“ Crown, a vehemently as I would on the part of Democracy ; 
and if you held the bleffingK of a free conftitution in as much 
reverence, and the fmiles of Lord Hawkefbury as cheap, as I 
do, your name would not be fo generally detefted, and the part 
that you would have taken in thofe political quelUons which 
unhappily divide us, would have been much more to your crc» 
dlt, tho^ not fo lucnitlve. I fhould not have faid thus much, if 
“ you bad not prcll'ed jne to read a pamphlet that is very ill cal- 
culated to allay the ferment in men’s mind, and which I coii- 
“ lidcr as a libel on the conlVitution—injurious to the intcrefts 
and to the dignity of tl;e Crown, and an infult to that good 
** fenfe to which you have appealed—-I have only to add, that I 
(hall more cordially rejoice when thefe difputes are at an end, 
“ and when qneftions of this nature ceafe to animate our conver- 
** rations, and to four men’s uifpofjtions towards each other— 
“ fuch queiHons cannot benefit the caule you wifh lo ferve, but 
‘‘ they may ruin it 5 and it well behoves yen. Sir, to pau/e and 
! 

" I am, &c." 

To John Reeevs, Efq; 

Cccil-flreet, Stiand.” 

And the witnefs bring af^ed, whether he received any anfwrf^ 
from Mr. Reeves, difavowlng hia being the author cf the pam¬ 
phlet ? he faid, he did not. 

And being afked, if he his any reafon to know that Mr. 
Reeves received tlic letter ? he replied, yes ; from Mr, Reeves’* 
having expCifed it to Mr, Wright in confequence of a paragraph 
in the Morning Chronicle of the prhinrtant, in which the offen- 
fiviccxtraft was included; in coniequence of which Mr. Wright 

o 2 came 
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came to-Mr. Owen) and found fault with him for havfn^^ accuied 
ofbejn|;thc author, inforn.ing Owen that he (the 
witnefs) mnft have fe»j» that extrad to the Mornir^ Chronicle; 
in confeqrjencc of ivhich the witneis wrote tu Wr. Reives a let¬ 
ter^ of which the following is a copy ; wiuch wa- read ; ^ iz. 

PallMnil, Nov. ij, J7515. 

Sir, 

** Yonv printer has iriinuated, that the libellous txiraft from 
** ypur pamphlet, which app'.^nd in the Morning Chronicle on 
the 9th inilant, was Tent by me, and he draws that conclufion 
from having Teen the private letter ihai J addreffed to you on 
that fubjed; the 6th u-lhn., 1; menK to refute a lalfhood, 

“ which may be the foondaiion of rnuch calumny and niilVe- 
prefencati »n, that I aUureyot’ 1 pcrfectlv ignorant of the 
extract, cr any comment om it, b;i\iug been fent to any of the 
public prints.-—It is hoA^cver inrumbent on me to add, that [ 

” pcrfcdly aj'u« >vc of tire expclme, from a full convidion I 
have, that fueb d.>drjnes have a dirtd tendency to mifehief, 
and to ti!i<n:\U the alFcdi'ins of the people from his Majelly 
and his government. As you have judged it expedient to 
^ expofe my coi rcrpondencc* in part, I call on your candour to 
f* produce the whole of it, or I ihall he under the neceflity of 
“ lending copies of my letter to the different papers in defence 
of myfelf. 

I am. Sir, 

Your humble fervant. 


Td John Reeve% Efq; 

Cecil Street. 

And being aflted, whether he ever heard Mr, Reeves give any 
diiT^lions lerpccling the circiiJatiou of this pamphic. ? he re- 
plivd, on Saturday the 2ill inftant, Mr. Reeves came into Mr. 
Owen’s fhop, and enquired how the pa..iphlet attributed to him 
went off, or words to that Mr. Keevrs then put one or 

more pamphlets in hia pocket, and, in the wiineis’s bearing, 
defirt'd fix copie«* of the pamphlet in qucllion be fent to Loid 
Hawkeft)ury*6 office, 

Mr. Benjamin Hint'^n being examined, faid, that h is uorter 
/O Mr. Wiight the panter, and del*vers out the publications. 
That he remembers delivering' out a pamphlet, intituled. 

Thoughts on the Engllh Government.*’ Tliat be delivered 
it to Mr. Owen the bookfelhr in diccadilly—-That he had been 
pri"!tmg an addrefs from Mr. Reeve^s to the King—That when he 
delivered »he pamphlctto Mr. Owen, he (the witnefs) faid ii was 
Mr. Reeves’s pamphlet —That heha^ fecn Mr. Reeves ccine into 
Wiigbt’s printing office—That he knows Mr; Reeves’s 
witnefs enn guefs, the pamphlet came into 
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his hands d>out a fortnight agn j and before that he has fecn Mr. 

Reeves at theofficefeveral times. • 

Mr. Thomas Wright, a printer, being examined, i^s aflted, 
whether be knew the author of the pamphlet, mtrtukd,*^ Thoughts 
on the Englilh Government ?” He repUed, lie declined, giving up 

the name of i he author, .... rrjl /•"!. 

And beinff alkcci, upon what principle he refufed to anfwer the 
queftion? belaid, one of the firtt lellbna inculcated on a printer 
Upon his initiat’on into his profeflion is, that the name of the 
aiuhor of a manufeript committed to his care or keepngas t moft 
i-acred depofit, from which he is never to part 
aflent or permiffion of the author, imlefs compelled by pdblic 

And being alkcd, whether he (hould think himfclf ifl 

•printing any manuscript on any polifical fubjed brought •'to h’S 
oaice ? he faid, no, by no means; he would excrcifc that judg¬ 
ment and diferetion which he pofleffes, in determining ii^hether it 
contained matter of a libellous nature, whether public or pri¬ 
vate, or any thing that was aga^nft what is called cojttra hattos 
That he has endeavoured to exercife that judgment in all 
the publications which he has been concerned in. 

And being alked, whether he had read ihe pimphlet in qiief- 
tioa ? he replied, yes ; and if he had feen any thing he thought 
objeftionablc he would n t have pri.itcd ic- 

And thcwitnels being alk;.d, would not the authority of the 
perfon bringino him a work weigh with him as well us his pri- 
v:ue judge^eiu : he rephed, the authority of the pe«fon bnng- 
iii<; inm a woik co print would weigh with him (as he b. lieves it 
would with every other printer) as well as his private judg¬ 
ment. 

And being a&ed, whether he had ever converted wirii Mr. 
Reeves on the iubjed of. the pamp..lct in queibon ? he faid. 


yes. 

And being alked, whether he meant to fay, tliaf lie had not 
converfed with Mr. Reeves for this month pad, on the fuhjea 
of the pamtjhlet ? he faid, not as the author or i*, to his know¬ 
ledge, but as ilie perfon who fupcrinlculed the correftion of the 
prefs. 

* And being afked, in what refpe6?t did Mr. Reeves fuperintend 
the correction of the prefs ? he faid, in cuiretting the protifs, 
which he might do for a friend. 

And being alked, when the publication was printed, lo^wligt 
publiQierdid he fend it? he rcplico, to the perl m w'hofe name 
is at the bottom the p imphlet. 

And being ^’Ikcd, whether he did not know that perfon was 
Mr. Owen ?. he faM, certainly. 

And being ^(ked, by whole advice or dir.?6lion did he fend the 
pamphlet to Mr. Owen ? he 1 lid, by thr advice .tnd dire< 5 lion of 
no perfon—it was Uis own doing enurdy-—he employed Mr. 
Owen. 

An4 
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And being alkedy whetber he had ever any converfation with 
Mr. Reeves rerppfting Mr. Owen being the publiSier ? he faid, 
not'previous to it; but as Mr. Reeves had corrected the pamphlet, 
he, mt nt'oned it to him as the gentleman who had oofrefted the 
pamphlec. 

AnC being afked, had this pamphlet not anfwered in point of 
iaie, from whom he expected to be paid i he faid, from no ope ; 
|he lofs would have been his own, and be uaderftands the profit 
would a!fp be,his. 

And,being alked, from what authority he uaderllood the profit 
ef this pamphlet would have been his, if it fold well t he replied, 
ftom the gentleman from whom he received the manufcrlpt. 

And being allied, who was that genilcman I he replied, the 
geittkman who ebrreded the pamphlet. 

And being alked, was not that gentleman Mr. Reeves f he ao- 
Iwere'd, be had faid that above. 

And the evidence being read to the wimefs, he was alked, 
whether he had any explanation to add to the anfwcrs he had al¬ 
ready given r he faid, he had not. 

Mr. John Giliet being examined, and Ihewn the pamphlet, 
intituled, Thoughts on the EngUlh Government,” he was alked,. 
whether he had not heard Mr. Owen declare that Mr. Reeves 
was the author of that pamphlet ? he replied, yes, in his own 
Ihop frequently. 

Mr. Thomas Gillct being examined, wasafked, whether he was 
not in Mr. Owen’s ihop, on or about Saturday the 21ft Novem¬ 
ber ? he faid, yes. 

And being alked to relate any conversation he heard refpedling 
.the circulation of the pamphlet, intituled, Thoughts on the 
EngiiHi Government ?” he informed your Commirtee, that Mr. 
Reeves came into the (hop, and he faid to Mr. Owen, Where 
is this pamphlet, that is aferibed to me.”—fMr. Owen pointed tt> 
the pamphlet.—Mr. Reeves took one up, and doubled it, and 
put it in his pocket, and alked whether it had fold well—he then 
defired him to fend half a dozen to fome perfon’s office in WeA- 
miafier, but, he (the witnefs) did not difiin^y hear to whole 
<jffice. 

Mr. Stephen Jones being examined, faid. he is employed in 
Mr* Wright’s office as overker la his bufmeis, and is fuperin- 
tenderof all the publications in his office. 

Being Ihcwn the pamphlet, intiiulcd, ‘‘ Thoughts on the Eng- 
lifli Government,” he was alked, whether he fuperintended the 
progrefs, through the prefs, of that pamphlet ? he faid, he 


did. 


And being alked, whether he corredled the proofs? he faid. 


Jie did. 

And bein'^ alked, whether he and he alone correftedthe prewfs ? 
he faiil, no—-he corrcdled them in £4)njan£lion with Mr. Wright. 
Mr. Wiight invariably corredted them the Hrft or the fecond 
time-^-No Iheet went to the prels without his reading it. 

And 
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And being a&ed, did no other perfon ruperintehd the corre&tilg 
ifae prefs beiides bimfelf and Mr. Wright i he Taid, yes, there 
did. 

And being aiked, who was that perfon? he faid, Mr. 
Reeves. 

And being aiked, if he riscelved, dire6fIoDs froth any perfon 
fupeiintending or correding the prefs of a manufcript printed at 
his Houfe, (hould he think himfelf bound to attend to thofe direc* 
tions, unlefs he confidered the perfon giving them eithier as the 
author or afting for the author ? he Uid, he (hould certainly 
not; he fliould not fuffer any one corre<fiion to be made under 
fuch circumdances. 

, And being a(ked, whether he attended to any diredHort ditcor- 
re£lion given to him in the cafe of printing the pamphlet ih 4^ef* 
tion, from Mr«u.R€Cve8 ? he replied, yes. 

Then, in point of fa£t, he was afked, did he condder Mr. 
Reeves as the author, Grafting for. the author? he replied, mod 
certainly. 

And being alkcd, whether h 4 has any part of the original * 
Copy ? he laid, he believes tlierc may be fomc about the 
Houfe. 

And being a(ked, if there are any proof Iheets about the Houfe, 
correfled by Mr. Reeves ? he fai'd, he is inclined to think there 
are. 

Mr. Wright being again examined, was afked, how k>ng 
Mr. Jones had fuperintended his bufinefs? he (aid, four or five 
years. 

And being afked, whether he had ever had reafon to doubt of 
Mr. Jones’.s veracity or accuracy? he replied, that he never had 
the lead doubt of his veracity or accuracy. Then, 

Mr. Jones (having been direfled by the Committee to en<* 
dcavour to find the proof (heets alluded to in his evidence) re¬ 
turned, and was again examined? and being aficed, If he had found 
any of the proof ihccts ? he replied, he had brought the firft he 
could lay his hands on. They r.re not complete. 

Then the wduaeb, produced tlu faid iheeis, and faid, that S 
few of the alterations in the margin may be his own, 'which would 
be confined to typographical errata. J’hat he cannot fpeak pofi-» 
lively to all the others, but fome are Mr. Reeves's, tothe bed of 
his recolleftion.* 

And being afleed, whether he had not himfelf fecn Mr. Reeves 
write upon loinc one of the papers now delivered in by him to 
the Committee ? he faid, he had feen Mr. Reeves make altera¬ 
tions on certain of ihelheets, but he could not from memory' date 
which they are. 

And being aUced, wheihcr he knew JVIr. Reeves's hand-wrliir.g I 
he faid, he thinks he does. 

He was then delired to look over the proof (heets delivered in 
by him, and point oat what notes or obfervations are, to the beft 
ci his knowledge, Reeves's hand-Wiiting, 
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4»ikd the^itiiefs having looked over the kid Iheet^j heTaM},' he 
$nde all the paiTages now marked by him With a crok are, to the 
bcR fof «hia beiict^ Mr« Reevea’s hand-writing. . . 

. 4^(1 being again a&ed» whether he had hot himfdf zt^nally 
feeo Mr. Reeves in the ad of marking the proof iheets, or fome 
of now delivered in by him he faid, he had.. , 

;^ad being aficed, iQ whofe hand-writing is the Separate paper 
incii^ded in the iheets delivered in by him^ which ieparate paper 
appears to be parc^of the tide of tlie kid pamphlet i he faid, he 
believed it to be Mr, Reeves’s. 

And being adeed, whether he has had knowledge of Mr. 
Reeves printing other publications at Mr, Wright’s officci 
he replied/ yes, very many. He has been in the h^it, and bad 
theo^pprtnnity of knowing Mr. Reeves’s hand-writing. 

And being aiked, with thofe means and opportunity of .know- * 
ing his hand-writing, has the wi nefs any doubt that this fepa* 
rate paper, and the obfervations and notes in the iheets, aie ia 
Mr* Reeves’s hand-writing ? he faid, he had not. - 

And being alked, what Mr. Reeves is the perfon refei red to 
by him, as the corrector of the proof iheets, and fupcrintendcr of 
the publication of this pamphlet ? heaniwered, Mr. John Reeves, 
the Chairtran of the AiTociation for protecting Liberty and Pro** 
pcriy againil Republicans and Levcllei-s. 

The evidence having been read over to the witnefs, he W'as 
aSced, whether he had any exfiilanauon or farther obfervaiion to 
^maicK upou ii? he rc^^Iicd, he had not. Then, 

^Mr. \Vvight was further examined, and afleed, whether he 
conceives Mr. Jones has a right to feud out proof fliects or 
pamphUtSj, wiiho^Jt any direCt communiciition with him ? he faid, 
yes; he is in the habit of doing fo, as well as all other overfLcrs 
in printing oilices. , 

And being afleed, from his knowledge of Mr. Jones, does he 
fnppofe he would deliver any proof ibe -is, as from his office, that 
were npt printed there ? he faid, lie ihoyld fuppofe not. 

' And being aiktd, if he ever knew an inllance of his doing fo ? 
he replied, qq. 

And being alked, whether Mr. Jones has not an authority, from 
his fituation with him, to deliver any- proof iheets of* works 
printed at his (the witnefs’s) offict?, if required, without an im¬ 
mediate application to him, the wirnefs? he replied, he certainly 
has; no printing cou'd go on without a perfon in Mr, Jonc&’s 
fituation having that povver, 

Mr. Wright being again examined, was a&ed, whether he re¬ 
coil ded a ccnverfaiion with Mr. Reeves on the fubjc^l of a 
letter received by Mr. Reeves from Mr. Miles ? be replied, yesj 
and that Mr. Reeves had (hewn it him. , 

Being IJic-wn the proof Oieets deli vet ed in by Mr. fqnesr./he was 
afeed^ if be'knew whether the fpparatc paper, included' therein. 
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was Mr, Reeves’s hand-wiiting ? he £dd, he hclievesit is; and 
that he is familiar with Mi% Rteves’s hattd writing. * ^ 

And being aiked, whether he, bad %,n Mn Reeves finee lus 
laft examination by the Committee? he repfiedi, and <^oa‘- 
verfi d with him on ihcfuUjtft of this publication# 

,Aud the wi'iirls deliredto add to bis former evidence^ as the 
Conuni tee had called pii.him toadd any txptaniatian he thought 
proper—Tliat three or four pfjof (heels had fent 
gentlemen, "and fome ebrieftions rcceived^fodm 'them oa, the 
proof Iheets ; .particularly be Can point out one in p^e and 
a jother in page r2,;^Bnt on being ihtwn the.concdion in page 
7, he admitted the hand-writing to be Mr. Reeves’s, but from, 
the bUckntfi of it he fuppoics the wards to b,e tr<iccd oyer writ-' 
ing in pencil# The word ** aftive,” in page la, ho though^ Hot 
to be Mr. Reeveb*» hand-writing. . • 

A^id the witnefs being aikeJ, whether he meant that Jijt had 
fent thofe proofs to tfiofe other fcnrlcnmen; and teceived tJi^ 
corredioas back from them himfelf? hcnnfwered, n)—'fhat he 
only knew of them' through Mr. Reeves# whom he fuppefed to 
h'jve fent the proofs^ and that it was lo Mr. Reem they were 
icturned, and he adopted the corrediops where he chofc it. 

And bring aiked, who the. perfon .was ^hat brou ght the pam¬ 
phlet to him; he anfwcred, the perfon who corre^lcd the prefs— 
Mr. Reeves. ‘ 

And the witnef> defirrd to add) that as he had %cen afked on 
a former cxamim.ian, whether the author>ty of thcperlon hrittg- 
ing liim the pamphlet would not weigh with him, as well as his 
own judgment, oa the publication j. he meant to declare that the 
uutiiori y of Mr. Reeves bring’ng him the pamphlet in queftioii 
had operated «iih him as an inducemen» to pubiifti it. 

And being aik^d, whether he had not read the raanuferipe ? he 
anfwcied, only parts of it. 

And being alked, whether rile manurcrlpt was not in the fame 
hand-writing as the feparate paper now ihcwn to and which 
contains ihc title <£ the faid-pamphlct ? he iaii, that Co the 
of h:i judgmen^ and recollcihon, Aich parts as he liad leen were 
of the fame hand-wriring. 

Mr. Ovvtn being further examined; and being flicwn a pafTage 
in M’‘. Mdcb’s evidence, he was alked, whe her he rccollcdtcd 
receiving from Mr# Rctves thediredUuns therein ilated, to f nd 
{iK copies of the pamphlet in qaetiion t'> Lord Havtkc/biiry’s 
office j and whetbei he had expcuied thofc directions ? he aiilwc red, 
he had ; that he had fent them, diredkd to Mr# Chalmer, at Lord 
iiawke/bury’s office. 

And being afk-^d, to whofc accornt;hc had charged them? 
he faiJ, to Mr. Reeves. 

And Mr. Owen being now apprized of the confeqqenccs of 
the anfwer he had made h\ his previous examination vduiir.g to 
aniwer any quelUons that might be put to him j the vvitnvl^ 

P b'-Sgod 



ro6 FURTHEJt MPORlT FltOM THE COMMITTEE, &C. 

begged leave t6 retraft that anfwer, and apologize to the com- 
inittee; yct'he Hill hoped the Commictee would not prefs him to 
give up the author^ a9^ .notwithftapdin|r the confeflion he had 
mideofbeiogchepubliiher^^lie thought it might tend to criminate 
bimlelf. 

And ycur Committee haviiigv ^ they conceive, abundant proof 
from the body of evidence already before them, did not examine 
the witncfs funbef;/ 9 I'*,.' 

And yourCdmmittifre, conceiving any foTther evidence rcfpc(fl- 
ing tbeperfon refponfible as author or publifher of the pamphlet 
in (jaeHton wholly unrieceflary, dfd liot proceed in the examina¬ 
tion of many perfons, whofc teftimony ihty have reafon to believe 
would Hilt further cHabtilh the fadls Hated by the preceding wit- 
ncHes. They have only to .add^ in difeharge of the duty commit¬ 
ted to them by the Hoiile^ via,. 1*6 enquire who wax the author 
of the pamphlet, intituled, * Thoughts on the Englilh Govern- 
* ment, &c.’ declared^by the Htmic to be a malicious, fcan- 

dalous, and feditious libel, containing matter tending to create 
** jealoufies and divifrons among Hs MajcHy’s loyal fubjefls; to 
** alienate their affeflions from our prefent happy form of govern- 
« ment,‘as eilabliHied in King, Loids, and Commons; and to 
** fubvert the true principles of ouffree CouHitouDn ; and that 
« the faid pamphlet is a high breach of ihe privileges of this 
**Houfe;’* '* . ^ ‘ 

. That it appears to the Coimnittee, that John Reeves, Rfquire, 
ctf Cecil-Hreet, in the Strand, is the author, or has aded as the 
auihor, of the faid publication. 
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7R0M THE 

^ 1 

SELECT COMMITTEE, 

WHO WERE APPOINTED 

To enquire into the Circuwjl.ances of the . 
'Negotiation of the late LOAN. 


THE SELECT COMMITTEE, appointed to enquire 
i?itu the Circumftanccs of the Negotiation of the late 
LOAN; and whorwere impowered to report the Evidence^ 
as it fhould appear to them, to the Houfe ^ 

H ave pioceeJed to enquire into the matter to them referred; 

and have determined to report the evidence in the form in 
which It has been taken^ cveept that they have forborne to inicit 
in their report the U(ls of the perfons among whom the contrac¬ 
tors or fubfcrihci^ appear to have diftributed portions of their re- 
IpeAive (hares of the L-^an ; becauie it has been reprefented that 
the dlfclofure of the names in thofe lifts may, in fome inftances, be 
piejndicial to the mercantile interefts of the parties; and 
becaufe^on infpeftion of the lifts, as well as from the examination 
of the parties, your Committee fee no ground to fuppofc, that 
any interfeience took place on the part of any perfons conne^^ed 
with government in the diftribution of any part of the Loan. 

The evidcnc^is as follows: 

yipw, die Decembrh, 1795 * 

JAMES MORGAN, Efqoire, called in, and examined. 
Queftlon I. DID you oiler yourfelf to contrad^ for the late 
Loan ? 

Tcs. 

2. Will you ftate the circumftanccs which led you to make that 
offer, and what pafled relative thereto ? 

On Friday the 23d of October Mr. Godfchall Johnfon called 
on me at Garraway’s Coffee Houfe, to acquaint me, that he and 
Mr, Angerftein did not intend to be concerned in forming any li(fc 
for the Loan—-he mentioned his ill ftate of health as one reafon, 
and I underftood from his con erfation, tlutt it was his d^inton, 
p a that 
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fvbuM have the Lt^irr In tonl^ijnence t[>f"this, t 
had ^ a Hit ;f0r‘ahe L' an« nor 

liajlallude ^f amngetneat—Mr.-Johnfon cbfervrd fur- 

he a)Qd Mi*/ wonk} be in Mt. Boyd^s Vil\, and 

it wa« agrecabic I might have a part with them ; ich 
declined » no iSm 1vae^menttened.; and obferved, if Mr. Boyd 
wcrc' to have:it/ that! had no donHt I Blould have an opportu¬ 
nity‘rf having. as much as I thonght proper forwryfelf through 
my friciide—This converfatlon flrcnglhened ve*y much the ru- 
jnoiir, that Mr»i Boyd ^^^ould have the Loan by private agreement, 
and thrit it would not come to public competit»on—f conhdered 
thia’ the Itvo days very much indeed ; and on the Monday 
went to town, and called , on the governor at the 
Bank* r llruck me, that Mr. MelliiVs forming a Ull appeared 
fome toniTiidifti'm to what Mr« Johufon had faid, and the 
T niouf of.the p ivate agreement; becaufe I thought Mr. Melliilj, 
being h/connedtd,* as being a Bank DircifloT, moll: in all proba* 
biiity know what hail puffed with the Chaiiccilor of the Excho- 
H|urr, and the Governor the Bank, relative to the difpofal of 
the Loafi~I alkcd the Governor of the Bunk, relative to the 
knowledge he^had of the intention of the Chancellor of the 
lOxckccjimr—f mentioned the rumours that were abroad on the one 
hand, and then the cifcumftance of Mr. Mdlilh having formed 
alfrt. The governor replied, that the Chancellor of the Kxebe- 
’f|ucr had always faid, competition, whenever he had fpoken to 
him oiv the fubjr^l, but Rill he had great doubts on his mind 
about it—-there was a fomething-—he did not explain that fome- 
fhing-*-that Mr. Bvyd and his party fccmcd lb be confident of 
having it—-told him that 1 had been very much applied to, to open 
a liR, and therefore I wiflied to hear Iroui him, whether there 
was 4'probability of n competition.—The next day J cailcd on 
the governor of tlie Bank again, and had more convtrfation i n 
the fame grounds and funic terms-^l tlicn told hiinl iliould make 
up my mind politively by the next day at about one o’clock.— 
On theaSth of October 1 called on him again, and then told him 
that 1 Was determined to make a lift-i^the converfalion then was, 
it had been before, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer always 
laid, compedtion—He (the governor) then exprefled, in a vciy 
-itrong mantier, agnin hia doubts orf^the competition, and that it 
wouldgo td Mr. Boyd, and'that 1 fltould be difappointed—^there 
was fomethiog or another—he never mentioned what, that would 
be brought forward to prevent its going to a coinpetitioii-- 4 le 
inelttioiied the^ clrCumRance of loinc coitverfation that bad 
paffed at ihA^^iime of the agreeu^cot for tlw laft Loan,, relative to 
ftxiiig the lime bf the laft phymont, as lomc. argument for not 
briugingforward a Loan in ihccoiirfevOf the year—but he did not 
Oder this in the cou-rfe of our ronverfation sis any'-pledge or 
cbii^afton'thc part of thc.CI pficfiJoT of the Exchequer,mor did 
W <ohftdef itaa of any* wei^ght,, to give Mr* Boyd -any claim, of 
- /; pre- 
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preference.^—I went on with the lift, apd on the 29th opened it 
publicly —*1 had private intimadona^' confideotial onesy tbic I 
could rely on, that Mr. Boyd’s party were conftaatly affured of 
having the Loan—I confidcred that iftbcrc was any thing brought 
forward to prevent a com,petition, ths'e it would bc ou the ground 
of nuking a provifion for the and thercfofe 1 thought 

it proper, on the part of my fubfcribcrs, to, guard, againft fuch an 
event—and on the r6th of November, 1 wrote the Chancellor oi 
the Exchequer a letterj - ^ ^ 

[Copy of which was delivered in, and read, and islanne&ed, 
by way of Appendix, No. I.] 

On Friday, the . 20th of November, I was informed by thr 
governor of the Bank, that it was thedefire of the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, that the parties meaning to bid for the Loan, 
(hould attend in Downing-llrcet, the following Monday, at 
twelve o’clock, if the governor did not receive any notice to 
the contrary.-^Tlic next day I called on the governor, and 
f>ui)d there was no aUeration ; and on Monday I attended in 
Downlng-ftreet, where 1, was then acquainted, that the governor 
had been informe<l that the Chancellor of the Exchequer was not 
prepared for meeting the gentlemen that day, and that the meet¬ 
ing was poftponed to Wednefday—The governor and deputy 
governor did attend on Mcfnday—After their return into the city, 
the governor of the Bank fent for me, and told me that the amount 
of the Loan would be eighteen millions at the leaft, and that he 
had cxprcfsly put the quelhon to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
if he meant that the l-oan ihould be difppl'ed of by competition ? 
—he mentioned it in this kind of way—that there appeared to be 
doubts about it, and he wifhed him, the Chancellor of the flxche- 
quer, to fay if it was to be fo ? the anlwtr of the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer was, moll certainly i” which the governor of 
the Bankcommooicatedtome oHicially, as governor of the Bank- 
1 felt then, and begun to underftand, in a greater degree than 1 
bad ever done before, that the governor or the Bamc believed 
that it would he difpofed of by eoznpetiiioqhe told me at the 
fame lime, that we were to att;:nd on the following Wednefday, 
at the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s, at twelve o’clock, in order 
to hear the particulars that arc generally communicated on fuch 
occaiions prior to the bidding ; fuch as the a^unl amount of the 
Loan, and other anvingemencs of the budget. On the Tuefday 
evening 1 bad a noiicc fr» m the Secretary of the Treafury to 
attend on the next dny, to wit, W'cdncfday, at twelve o’clock* 
I autndbd then, and was in the room with the other gentlemen, 
who were, Mr„ Boyd and his party, namely, Abraham 

Goldffuid, .E. Solomons, Mr. Robarts, and Mr. Ail]abi<.: 
And alfp the-two Mc*.Melliflics«, who had a feparaie lift i'yom 
Mr. BoydVand After waiting about an hour, a mwiTcnger 

came in, fn.m the ChAnceHor of the E^ chequer for Mrr Boyd and 
Mr* Rebaru* arid i^ilhdrcw. AUcr fome Cimt: they rcitorned. 
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And Mrw Boyd mendon^d that th« ChaiK^eUor of the Exchequer 
vrottid fooii.be reiidy for u«^;^iind we were foou after Ihcwrn into the 
other- room* and the Chancellor of the Exchequer came to us, 
with the two Secretaries of the Treafury, and opened the bufmefs, 
Vy enquiring how n^nafelUh there were, when he was in« 
formed tliere were three pSrKes. He then ob^rved, that previous 
to entering upon the buGnefs, he would communicate the appli¬ 
cation made to him, or memorial, by Mr. Boyd, relative to a claim 
that he and his party fet up in cbnfeqnence of la <conmfation 
which bad palTed at the making of the lail Loaa$ he then begun 
to read this memorial, which ft^c forth that they conceived them- 
felves entitled to have a leafe of the money market (if fuck an 
expreflioA might be afed ) or fomething of that kind«'~The Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer did not read out the whole of the me- 
morialy .but begun to make foiae obfervations, and I made fome 
obfervations on it, by obferving, that if there was any agreement 
not to bring forward a Loan it moft concern the public, the then 
holders of the former Loan, who were the perfous that would be 
injured by bringing forward another Loan, and did liotjuftify any 
claim of preference on behalf of the contra^ors, had that they 
(the contradlors) appeared to me to be highly blamqabie, inftead 
of deferving a preference, for promoting in any manner the bring- 
ing forward of the Loan before the expirauonof the agreemenr, 
it there was any fuch^^-Ochcrgeotiemcn made obl'ervauons upon 
it; Mr. GoJdfmid niencipned thecircuraGance, that at the time 
of the agreement of the laft Loan, Mr. E. P. Salomons did pro- 
pok to extend the laft payment to February, but that fomebody 
had anfwefcd, no, becaufe it may interfere with ihe Loanoi next 
year. Thereupon the Chancellor of the Exchequer expreffed 
Jhimibif that he did not tvilh to have any debate upon it, but that 
he confidered there was no obligation, although there might be a 
degree of confideradon due to it. , He faid, he wiihed to know 
of:Mr. Mellilh and Mr. Morgan, if they w'ould agree to bid for 
the Loan on the condition that Mr. Boyd fljould have the option 
of taking.the bargain at an half per cent* premium—Mr. Melllfti 
laid it was inipoffible for him to give an anfwer to a propofal put 
to him fo uncxpedtecly without hrft confuHing his friends; 1 ob- 
jei^ed to it without any hefitation whatever—1 could not enter- 
rain it for a moment—that I could not content to bid under 
any reftraint of that kind; and that it was going from competition,* 
and vould injure the cortraft—Then it was intimated, as I 
underilood, that our iby, was unReceflary /to wit, Melliihes and 
Morgan’s) and Meffrs. Mellilhes immediately got up, and walked 
out^f the room, and 1 followed them. 

Withdrew^. - 

Ahra’ham Newland, Efqiilrei cafhicr bf the Bank,* |)refented, 
puriuant to the order of the Committee, a iuiitaKd, 

Copiei 
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0>pies of the difFcrctit of the fubfctibcrs m the'Load 
« for the ferviee of the year 1796, as feot into the Bitifc 
“ by the^ conirattors for the Which- ^per was 

read, aad is annexed in appendix. No.'2. 

Mr. Morgan being again called in> proceeded in his exami¬ 
nation as follows: * ' ' ^ ^ ^ 

I would remark, that I had recei^d no notice or intimafioo 
of any kind, cither before or at that meetingi that theXii^ii 
would be ^ifpofed of before Friday the 27th ) and therefore it 
was with adoniflinicut that the next m^mirtg, to wif^ Thurlday^ 

I heard that the Loan was difpofed of the day before; after f left 
Downing-ftrcct.—^Herc ends my narrative; 

I would further remark, that I have tmderdood that it has'beeat 
fee forth as a matter of coHom and'practice, that the fubferibera 
to a Loan are entitled to a preference in any Loan that might be ^ 
brought forward before the payments are c:>m{)leted on the fornprer 
Loan ; 1 mean to declare, pofitiveiy, as a man bf experience, that 
no fuch culbom or praflicc' has ever exited, or ever was belbt^ 
thought of—*I <was one of the com rafters for the Loan in the 
year 1794, with Mr. Johnfon and Mr. Angerftcin. Before we 
ivtTt to meet the Chancellor of the Exchequer, at the previous 
meeting to the bidding* to fettle the preiiminaries, 1 had prepared 
in writing fcvcrarqucltions to be put to the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, which the gentlemen with whom i acted approved 
of, and they were put—the material one was, if any bther money 
was to be borrowed or raifed in the coorle of the year ? I had not 
in view then, in putting that quefHon, any thingrefpeffing borrow¬ 
ing any money for the Emperor ; bat in coniequence of the ap¬ 
plications that had been before made to me, on the-poflibility of 
borrowing monty ,for the King of Sardinia---If there had been 
a cuftom or practice adding, fuch as before'alluded to, I (houUf ' 
not have thought it necclTary to put fuch a qucllion ; and with re^^ 
gard to any claitn that may be now broiii^ht forward on the ground 
of the payments in a foriRer Loan not being completcdi the Con*' 
tra^for the Loan in December 1794, was brought forward before 
thelah payment which was nude on the preceding Loan, which 
was to be made on the 13th of January 1795, $ and we, the con- 
trartors cf the former Loan contradted for in February #794, to 
wit, Johnfon, Angerftcin, and myfelf, as contractors, 'did not 
confider ourfclves entitled, or entertain a thought of 'Claiming 
any preference on that account, although we x^ery ftrongly 
folicitcd to be competitors for the Loan fcAhc fervice of the year 
1795. ^ ^ ‘ ' > '5 

3. Did you think that McftriJ.r B ;yd and Co. would be as much? 
injured in propoition to the quantum of the furmer L'lan remain¬ 
ing undifpofed of, as ^ny other holder of parts of the former Loan 
at that time ? 

Undoubtedly, every one that holds mull be alike. 

1 would 
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I would wl(h to add, that it has been mentioned that the Scrip 
r^^eiptsy; not having been written into the books/was fume 
ground*of'argttmcni for a^^^preference; I obfervcivprevious to the 
contrad in JDecember 1794* confiderablt: funis in 

ferip reedpts outltandingi and t have known it to be ib for fix 
and nine months in other yeah. 

By, previous to the contrail in December 17941 1 mean about 
a week previous. 

4. By whom was it intimated, atthe CbnnceUor o£thc E:^clic- 
quer?s, that you were direded to withdraw ? 

By the Chancellor of the Exchequer I jtiehm to add, 

that on tfic Wednefday following, the sd of December, tlie 
Chsn<»lfotr of the Exchequer fully explained that it was not his 
intention that Mr. MelHfli and myfclf Aiould hear the particulais 
of his budget, because we did not con fen t to his propofal, and 
therefore couid not be competent to bid for the Loan. 

5. At the meeting xm tlie VVednefday, at tbe Ckancadlor of tha 

Exchequer’s, did you then underiland at what time the letter cr 
memorial from MelTrs. Boyd, had been fentto and received by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer i , . 

I think, but am not certain, that the Chancellor of the Exche¬ 
quer faid the day before; but on the Wednefday following, he 
explained it to have been received on Tuefday night, the 24th, 
after hir return from the Houfe of Commons. 

6. Was any obfcrvation made, or cxplauaiion given, at the 

meeting of the refpcciing the ciicumJlante ol Mclljs. 

Boyd not having preferred this claim of preference before the 
preceding evening i 

None, as 1 recollctl. 

7. You have faid, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer, when 
he had read a part of the memorial, and obfeivations had been 
made upon it, laid, ** that he did not admit it to be an obligation, 
^Idiotigh ** MeiTrs. Boyd might be entitled tofome co^fidcraticn;*' 
you are delired to inform the-Committee, whether Mefi'rs. Bj>yd, 
or any of his party, urged any argument in anfwcr, to maintain 
that right of preference, wliich they have flatcd in the memorial 
or letter, or whether they feemed to acquiefee in. the Aatcment of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer? 

There were no argument whatever, after tlie obiervation of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, from any perfon—the obfervations 
had been all before from fevetal of the parties-*-ihc Ch-aticdlor of 
the Exchequer had cxprcfTcd himfelf, that he did act with to have 
a debate, and then concluded by faying, thathedid not admit it 10 
he an obligation, alUmugh MdOTrs. Boyd might be entitled ta 
feme cor.ildcration. 

8. Did MeiTrs. Boyd niake auy objeftSon t# this Hatcment.? 

No, there was not another word paiTed. 

9. Did you leave the room with an .itnpreffian that the Cltan- 
eebor of me Exchequer had not acqtiiefced in the claini of pre- 
fciejQCc, made on the part of McCrs. Coy^i and Co. ? 

Undcubiedly. 
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Exchequer, ^xclufive of the fiance of the lad payment on 

the pr.c^ing Loan not having been completed ? 

Btycmd au doQ^t whatever, and that was no part of it; parti¬ 
cularly It was ftatedhy the governor of the Bank to me, an im- 
petriant’money n'cgo»iation, amoviniing to 900,000}. and this 
wat dated hot once but repeatedly, and on that ground it was 
ftated, that Mr* Boyd would have the Loan, and that 1 fhouid be 
difappointed, 

20. State the whole of the converfation betvreen you and the 
governor of the Bank on that fubjcil ? 

'had alleys e>:prcfL*ddv iibts about the conpipetrttdn, on the 
ground of thecfmtrdehce he had always obferved in Boyd and 
his paity, that they ihould have the Loan ; and as 1 have' dated 
before, an important money negotiatifyn, in which, it was iinder- 
iloodk that Mr. Bojd had greatly aBUled the ChabCeBor the 
Exchequer. 

' ar. Is that the whole of the;CUnverfattbn, or did any thing 
more pafs i > , 

ITiat ta the Aibftance, in fliort (hat 1 fliaold be tricked^ ihcfe 
words were iifed. 

22. Whofc words were thofc? 

The governor of the Bankas. Theteply that I conftantly made 
was, that I ihould do xny utmofl to he wcU prepared for compe¬ 
tition ; and if I precluded, it (houkl not be my fault. 

23. Wah the refult of the fevml converfatfons with the 
governor of the Bank, an impreffion in your mind, that there 
would be no comptikiim ? 

It whs certainly and pofitively, that there would be no compe¬ 
tition, but that 1 fhould be deceived. 

24. When was that impreffion firft on your mind ? 

From Monday the 26th of Oftoher, when I firii had the corn- 
muuicatipn with the Governevr of the B*tnk^ and until Monday 
the 2jd df Novembvr—I had never hbatefnesit of that iinprel- 
Bon tdl'ithc of Nwvernber. 

25. When d'd you firft determine to make your Hll ? 

The 2Sih of October. 

26. I>id you then foJicit perfons, or take pains to form that llil:, 
and when was it completed } 

I never fididied at all—there was no opcnlbg Or occafion for 
me to fchcii—1 made commimitatiurr of opening my lift to fomo 
particular friendh, and waited-till Mcnldwy night following for 
their anfwtr j the lift w ti- begun the 2^1(1, hut not publicly till 
the 29Th, and oh the Tuefday’following, the firA Bagc, to wit, 
for fifteen millions, wu6 completed. 

27. Did }OU afuf that day admit any frefh perfbns on your 
lift ? 

Yes;-foroneraillion more. 

zS. Have you any objeiSion to dcliverihgin the lift f 

Refpe£ling 
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Rerpeftino: inyfelf, not thc le-aft ; but I fubmit to the Com^! 
mittcc, whether ft will be prefer far me, as a.confidential agent 
in an imponunt tranHiftlon far honourable purpofesy to make 
knavvti my Hll, and particularly as it ha».not had an opportuiuty 
of obt'tining the Loan — [ ^ould not wiili to be uDderftood to 
have an inclination to evade the eiUbli&meut of the tfathy and 
wiih if re4uired by the Committee, deliver in my lift (e 4 e 4 > 

29. Had you obtained the Loan, would your lift have beei> de¬ 

livered into the Bank, with the names of all the real fublcr)bers 
in it ? I 

No—^becaufc I have aftuaUy agreed to take loprr Cent, bci^is: 
trie firfl payment, in certain cafes, without knowing the names» 
And in a great many others, upon receiving the 10 per Crta* a$, 
has been praAifed before, to luficr the Turns to remain in my 
owfi name, as it was in the Loan of 1794, when 1 iiad a ^lird 
of it. 

30. In the lift wbichyou offer to deliver iiu fealcd up, do you 
mean to infert the name^ of all the perfons you know on your 
lift, except ihole who define to be kept back on religious princi¬ 
ples ? 

No, certainly not. 

3 r. Would the lift, which you offer to deliver in to the Com¬ 
mittee, if required, contain all the names which you know of th® 
real fubferibers to your Loan, except the names qf thofe who 
wifti to conceal their names on religious fcruples i 

No.—*1 have agreed widi many t,h3it their fubfcrlptioas ihould 
ft and under my name, and bad received in part the firft payment 
kS iucli peribns; there are others I have not fo agT^ed to 
conceal, but whufe names 1 was to receive previous to the bid^ 

32. On what authority did you reft your belief qq the 29tli of 
October that Mr. Iloyd, wonid have »he Loan? 

Qn capfidential informatioiit which 1 conftantly received uptO 
Tuefday the 24th of November, At the public meetingpf the 
fubiciibcrs I took notice of it in the manner that Ldo nOw, and 
obferved, that the gentlemen who gave me the l;pforin#t|ipa wasm 
the room and heard me. I did that with a view that 1 might 
cot be underftood to allude to any body that was not prefeAt, but 
1 would not give up his uape uptm any con fide ration. 

33. On what day. was that *he fubicribers held ? 

It was Monday following the meeting in Dowmng>ftreet when 
the bidding w^s rejeAcd. . , 

34. pidypu^ at the time pfopcnii^^ your lift, or prior to that 

mcetiug, communicate to yottr. tlte ImpreftiQn upon 

your mmd, that itiere would be i)io, c^n^etiiion ^ 

To fome it is very likely th.*t rdl 41 hut lo general I obferved 
as a rule to fay but little to any badj$, bqt to hear all from every 
body ; and Jt did hear gene* ally froxn, all perfqtis that that idea was 
underftood. 

q 2 35. Did 
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, 35 * Didr you receive any money as part of the firft payment 
from the fubferibers to your lift ? 

From many, but not all* 

Withdrew, 

Mr, Boyd’s letter to the right honourable William Pitt, &c 
dared Sackvillc-ftreec, November 34th 1795, olaiming 
a preference to the negotiation for the Loan, was delivered 
in to the Committee and read, and is iuierted in Appendix, 
No. 3, 


f^merist 1%^ die Dtrmbris 1795. 

Mr. MORGAN again called in, and examined. 

TN Explanation to my anfwer yefterday, relative to completing 
^ the firft ftage of my lift for fifieen millions, I mean to fay , 
that the lift was a£l;ualiy concluded an tihe Tuefday, but on Sa¬ 
turday the 31ft 1 had not received the anfwer I expefted ; and 
finding that my lift got very forward, I was under fomc appre* 
henfMn that I ^ilol^]d have but very little room in cafe the offer 
I had mentioned Ihould be accepted, and therefore I ftopped fer- 
ting down name', and made known to ihe people that 1 wiiif lo 
lituated that I could not fet down any more till I had received th*^ 
anfwer which Iwas hou- Iy inexp^dacion of. The verbal appli¬ 
cations that were made to me lanfwered in that manner; and co 
tbofe that I had received letters from (which w’ere in great num - 
bers) I made known publicly at Garraway’s, on Saturday tiu” 
31ft of 0 £lober, that the letters I then received were not to I - 
confidered as agiced to by me—-that if the anfwer 1 received 
ftmuld not engage the fubfcripcion, which J expefted, that then 
I (hould immediately fill up my hft from the letters, and from the 
applications as they firft came to m«—I at that time con- 
fidercd my lift complecej or nearly fb, by one or other of the 
means. ' 

On refieSion, 1 am of Opinion that u is improper for me 10 
deliver in my lift in ary manner, fcaled or not fealed, becaufe 
the public are no: interefted therein, nor concerned in any refped 
with regard to the formingof it, or the names that may or may 
not be inferied in it, becaufe I was not allowed to upon it;, 
and mrreover, if 1 had been allowed 10 have come to a bidding, 
it would not have been a queftion to me wherlier I had a lift, or 
jjxow it was formed, or who was in it; but hi^foic my propofal 
be received* I flipjixld be ijueftioned lefpcding my fecurity 
for making the depofit, and 1 ftiould, according to my intentions, 
have made known, that I ibould have depofited at the Buok 3, or 
4, or joojoool. or whatever more miglit have been required ; I 
could have gone to any thing; and that alfo 1 ihould have bem 

pre* 
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prepared v tth other fccurity, perfoiial, if it fliould have bcett 
leq j’rcd. f wifh to remark, that what I was to have obtaiited 
was a Loan by being the bigheft bidder. 

36. Are you pofitiveiy determined to refafe giving in your liifc 
an the manner you yefterday propofed ? 

Ai prefent i am. 

37. When may the Committee expcA your final determinatiem 
on that point, if they fliouid judge it important to have it 
If-^vered in ? 

it is ijnpofilbie for me to anfwer that; I have made up my 
r'lind, amfidering that the public are not interefted in the liil, or 
roncerned in any manner whatever. 

38. If the Committee iliould exprefs to you, that they are of 
opsnion that the public arc interefied in your giving in the lii^, 
n cujld you then d*s;li\cr it in ? 

The queftion being objc£ted to, the witnefs wa^ diredled to 
w ithdraw. 

And being again called in, be was acquainted, that the Com¬ 
mittee h id come to a refblution. That it is of efieutiai import- 
cMice to the public that he Ihould deliver in htS lili, 

A nd he was aiked ; 

39. Will you produce your lift in confequenceofthis reibhition 
■it Committee ? 

With ah defcicnce to the opinion of the Committee I wnfii not 
It' do ir, becaufc the lift, and the purpofee for which it was 
fTir(?d, were at an end before the day for completing the lilt, 
lute. fly, the day beferc the bidding, at whicb time J was to re¬ 
ceive names from many gentlemen; and 1 wifittoadd, to eftablifii 
that truth, 1 have no objeftion to make a private communication 
ci’ the names to the Secretary of the Trcaftrr. 

40. Arc ;ou pofitiveiy determined not to deliver in your 
lilt r 

Xo, by no means, it Is nOw fealed up, in the manner it was 
yefterday ; aiul after the explanation I have given, 1 will comply 
the refclution of the Committee. 

Then the vritnefs wasdiref^ed to withdraw. 

And being again called i», he was acquainted, that the Com- 
Ciiuve v/erc cf opinion, that he be delired to dcUvtr in his lift 
for the inTpeeli /ii of the Committee. 

Whcrer.poii the witnefs replied^ that he Ihould comply w'itk 
the requifnion of the Committee. 

And being further examined ; 

He was afked, 

41. Upon what points did you communicate with the fubfer*- 
bers. between the time of opening the lifts and the meeting of 
the fubferibers, which you have mentioned, and what paifed 
generally on the fu'jrft? 

The converfation Wds generally with individual, relative to 
being admitted on the 1/iis; as to any other topics were 
me'ely accidental, and 1 can give noaC'Onntof them- 

42. Having 
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4*, paving fufld that you had comip^nicitcd with.foine of the 
fiibicribcrs, the iniprt'ffioa on your mind ihajt there would be 
no coBapetifioa for the Loan, were t))e'C any of the fiibfcribeis 
upon your lili from whom you had received money, to whom you 
did not make this communication ? 

, Undoubtedly, abundance, with whom f hid no communication 
oh the fubjtf^l. 

4'5. Had you received fuch confidential information, on which 
you thought you could rely, only from oneperfon, or from more 
than one perfon i 

From One and tb^ fame; but {{ was always the common 
rumour. 

' 44. Jpoyou Hill remain of opinion, not to mendon the name of 
that perfon, from whom you received fuch confidential infoi- 
mation ? 

Cer^xnly I do—And I think it wouM be extremely improper 
for roe to do it, without firitcomaianicating wjib him, and having 
bis conAint; becauie it may probably to> fume other petf^ 
. of whom I know nojlung. . 

45. Wiflyou mention, whether there were any circuroftanccs 

ip litdation, that induced you to think the infor- 

maHoa more authentic, than the general rumour you have men¬ 
tioned? 

No clrcumfiances. 

46. What wer^ yo«r reafons jfbr thinkingr you could particulaily 
rely on the information you h^id received trom that perfon ? 

Bccaufe 1 knew him to be a true honefi man, fully to be con¬ 
fided in. 

47. Had y<.u any reafon to think that he had any particularly 
authentic means of information ? 

^ Fiom his telling me he had that Info.mation, and thatl might 
rely on if. ' 

48. Did bfc fay he had the information from Mr. BDyvl, from 

the Chanceiior of the Exehetjuer, or from any other particular 
^rfen ibt that he mentioned ? 

He nev^ mentioned theChancelh/rof the Exchequer, nor Mr. 
Soydrrhe^taiAly meptiofieda perfon in theciiy irom whom he 
bad the ltiformhticn, the name of which perfon t ihould with to 
^cliner givipg without his leavE—that perfon I do uot knoiy per* 
IbnuUy. 

49. Have you any objoEiSod, if the Committee ihould require 

it, to aik leave of thpfe two gentlenoen to mention their namra 
to this Committee f ■' . ' ^ 

One I do not know ; iieithfP:do 1 know that he is i^quainied 
oy h»« kowWg«.of the being given to rnc—the 

bthvi I can ha^c no obje&fbn to / 

50. When you were inf rmed, that the.prfon with whom you 
ai-e not acquainted bad declared that Mr. B /yd was to, hn^e the 

y%MiXt did ydttkfiow of any circtofionces belonging to that per- 

. '' ' ' ‘ £bn. 
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fon, which led you to thmk that be had the means of authefii^ 
inforniation on the ftibjeft ? ' 

1 did believe fo; from his acquaintance with fame of Mr. 
Boyd’s party. 

51. When the information was given to you^ was it mentioned 
to you on what ground chat perfort, whom you did hot know^ liad 
formed his opin^n that Mr. Boyd was to have the Loan ? 

Becaiife he was told fo—that was mentioned, to me. 

52. Was it fsid, by whom it was told lb ? 

I do not know that ever he communicated that to ifty friend 
that fpoke to me—I do not fccollrdt ever hearing it. \ l 

53. Then you never heard from whom byname, per* 

fon, whom you do not know, had his infornration bn the njb* , 
jed? ^ , 

1 never heard that be had ever faid any name- 

54. As you faid yov had heard Meffrs. Boyd were conItantiT 
affiircd of iiaving the Loan, wete any peHbns named from 

tht*y liad had that aBbrance ? ; | 'V 

1 always uaderitood that they felt 4 She»nfelves con^d^t 
liaslng it; and fo I conftantly had the confideniial inforniaf^n^ 
iind it agreed with public rumour—when I Lid IjdeBrs, 
were alTured—I meant they wcic confident. 

And then the witnefs was direded to withdr^v^ 

And being again calledin, he was acquaiuudi that 
mittec bad come to a rcfolucion, that he be deifired to ^ 
friend he has mentioned, fiom whom he had,received the confi¬ 
dential informat-on, whether he has any obje^ibn that his name 
ihf uld be menriont-d to the Comniittee. , . ^ 

Then the witnefs w;.s further e.samiRcd, and aiked i 

5j;. Was therf* any general condition which you made wjfctlHfie 
perlons who^i VvUireceived as fu'bfcribers tjo your lift? 

The gejv.ral condition was, not to be in, any other lift, 

56. Was there any othar general condition but that ? \- \ 

Nor to part vv-ith any of the ir fubfcriptioii;,^ 01^ ttie faine 

conditions, to be declared andobferved by the p^ifonsjto whom it 
was difpofec of, 

57. Was it not a condition made by you witli ib^fe |vl\0 were 

received in your lift, that they fl)ould advance to yqa whole 
or part of thedep-Tit? . .. . - 

It was not SL genet al conditlo|[i, .although k was to feme'parti¬ 
cular perfons. ^ - 

58. How much was thofe pardcular "Jiiirfons required tp ad- 

v?nce to you I . . : - ' V 

5 pir cent, . - T'*, •",/ ^ 

59. According to your when did you firft rcceSite 

advances of 5 per ic»t* from 4hy pf'yourfiibrcribeis? 

I really d'> not recoiled, but tny'banker^s boi»k will 

60. Was auy received to your knowledge prcvio(is to the 
of Oftobcr, when you made it public to form ybuf lift ? 

Voi 
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,,No. 

6i. Did you continue to receive thofc advances of j per cent. 
up to the time when you was at the meeting in Downing'-Hret :, 
on Wtrdnefday the 25ih of November ? 

I apprehend fome little payments were made about tlial 
time. 

6z\ Did you at any time, before the 25th of November, coun¬ 
termand thoie jjayments \ 

I never applied generally for an advance of ^ fer cent, or any 
other fuzn—To fomc perfons, as I have faid bttore, wlicn they 
applied to nie to be admitted on the lift, in oiccr that 1 might be 
perfeftly fafe, I have agreed fo to admit them upon paying in 
5 /tfr In many cafes agents applied to me on 'be b half of 

perfons I was not perfe(ffcly, or not Aifficiently, acquainted with, 
and on fuch occaiions I always flipulatcdfor paying the money in, 
to mo^e roc pcrfe6lly cafy—J had another objedt alfo, of raifing 
a cerl^in.futn to be ready to be applied as a fecurity for the 
perloitnancc of the contra^, and which I propofed to lotlge in the 
the chief calkier of the Bank of England fur that pur- 
and on that account 1 s'lppljed to fomc of my p^fticuhr 
friends to p^y in fuch money as they could cottvenieurly fpare ^ 
and I had fb, railed near 300,000!, and J had, at the fame dmv, 
upwards 70,000!. rf try own at the bankers; and then wiien i 
had fuch monies raifed, iip^ro ibitie applications being made to 
me, if I wllhed them to pay m money, 1 did tell them that ( 
confidered it unneceirny, thinking I h;*d i film fufheient, but 
dcfiicd them to be prepared in cafe I ftould have occafion to 
call For them—^wherc 1 made it a condition 1 never counter- 


inanded. 

. condition that you fubferibers fliould not be ia 

idy’other lift, general ? 

No—not completely general. 

A prinkd p^iper being Ibcwn to the witneA, and read, as foi- 
lowh ' , 

‘^Sir, 

** I dejlre to fubferibe in the lift you are forming for the 
** iittcpded X^oan thoufand pounds ; 

'•Jand I promife and engage to make the Jc-poftt, and not to 
have any concern oriniercft, diredly or indir^^tiy, in any 
** other lift; and that no perfon ftialJ hiive a>rty part or in- 
tereft in my fubfcripiion, but on the fame conditions to 
be declared andobferved.” 


He w'as allced, 

6 a. Was that the form.«yvhich you required your fubferibers t« 

Noi generally—this,wSiS the form^ of a printed letter which 
we made uft of, when we wri* forming 6nr lifts for the purpofe 
of hiddiirg for the Loan of 1794, and of whidi I had fomc 

65. WiU 
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65. Will yau nientio)j what Hefeription of perfons tb^y 

whom you exempted from the canduioo {peciiied ici this printt4 
paper? ^ _ 

'They were of two defcripllons, fnch as the B^nk Dirtftors, on 
\hc one hand, and gentlemen that I fnppofed and knew from their 
cli.iractcr, knowing my condi.ions, would not offer ihemfelves to 
be in my lift if they wei;e in any other. 

66. Did you communicate to thofe pcrfons from whom you re¬ 
quired the conch'tion, that there were others that you l?ad exeiiipt^4 
or meant to exempt from them f 

No— certainly not—I never thought it neceffary —1 had Ac 
entire management of that hufinefs. 

67. Is it to be underftood, theicfore, that a perfon who fub- 
feribed one of thofe printed papers, had no reafon given him to 
think that any of your ftt|^riber3 was not laid und.r the fame 
conditions? 

I never entered into any reafon—I never fent thofe printed 
pancis; they Jiiy at the bar at Gavraway's, and thofe who cbdie 
hlled them up and direffed them for me. " , 

63 .’ Did ycu require the conditions, contained in the prlni^d 
letters, from any perfon to whom ycu did not fend or give thofe 
letters ? * 

I did. . , 

69. Wh^n you made your intention to open a lift public^ did 
you declare the conditions on which yon meant to receiye fdb- 
foribers, and if you did, were thofe conditions the fame, with 
thofe fpecified in the printed paper? 

I did, a'; the apphcuiions were made to me, and where 1 thought 
it was necefTaiy, 

JO. Did you exprefsly offer lo any gentlemen, Aat they fhould 
be fubfciib (3 without being bound to the conditions contauied in 
the printed paper ? 

None that I recollcft—I do not recillcfl one j but where 1 
ihou^lr it uniiLColTaiy I never mentiont d it—but I vvilh' it may 
always l>c' underftoL-d, that I never required it or expedied it from 
the bank Direct- ts. 

71. Yon mentioned yefterday, that you had communicated to 
fome refpcflable gentlemen that you intended to open a lift, and 
propofing to ihem to take a ftiare, if they thought proper; did 
thofe gentlemtn, w.iCn you received an anfwer from them, accept 
that propofal ? 

They did not. 

72, Have you any objedllon to mention who thofe gentlemen 

were ? ^ ^ ‘ 

Certainly I have, upon the genclral principle that I think u 
improper for me,^ as a coiifidcntUl ^gent, to fay who is or who W 
not in the lift-and now I would beg to obferve, it occurs to me 
sliat fubmitting my banker's book will in part difclofe Ae oames 

r of 



;m RBTORT FROM THE SELECT COMMITTEE, &C. 

C^ fubrciib^fs, and vibich I was not aware of, and iherefotc hope 
the Committee wljl be fatlsfied with my producing the firft and lall 
dates of payments by the fubfcribers. 

73. Hav*.* you any objection to alk thofe gcnikmcn if they 
would confent xUslI you Ihould difclofe their names to this Com¬ 
mittee, fhould the Committee think proper to reejuire ii ? 

I have, upon the fame general principle. 

74. When y.'U communicated to thofe gentlemen your inten¬ 
tions of opening a lift, and made them an offer to take a fharc in 
it, did you ftate to them the reafons you h-ive mentioned to the 
Committee, that you had for thinking that Mefli-s. Boyd were to 
have the loan ? 

No. ; ^ 

75. Did they, in their anfwer, mention that circumftancc as 
their motive, or among their motive# for declining your olRr ? 

No. 

76. Have you any objedtion to ftate what reafons they gave for 
declining your offer ? 

It is not in my power—I do not r?collcd\, 

77. When you lirft went into the city and met Mr. Jolmfon, 
was it for the exprefs purpofe of talking about the loan, and by 
fpecial appointment ? 

No. 

78. Did Ml*. Johnfon, when he communicated Mr. Angerftein’s 
opinion, fay he had Mr, Angcrftcin's authnriiy for fo doing? 

He never mentioned his authority——but 1 had no doubt of it. 

7^. Was anything faid to you to diffuade you from making a 

No. ^ ^ 

80. Did you enquire as to the amount of any fliare you might 
have of Mr. Boyd's lift f 

No. 

81. Pid youconfider all the communications made to you, by 
the Covemor of the Bank, in the various conwrfations you had 
iviih him refpedting the loan, as official communications ? 

1 did, all thofe which I have ilated, 

82. Did you, on yourf-eing the Governor of the Bank in the 
city,'after hU return from that vifit to Downing Street, when you 
expected to meet on the loan, receive any other communication 
of any fort from him, but as to the amount of the loan, viz, 
«ghteen millions f 

Yes ; that it was to be difpofed of by public competition. 

83. Then is it to be underftood that yuu receivt^d no other in¬ 
formation or communication whatever from the Governor of the 
Bank on that day, but as t6 thofe two circumftaiicps, viz, the 
amount of the Loan (eighteen millions,) and the competition ? 

I do not recolledf any other official communication. 

‘84# Hatifyou'any objeftion to ftate what other converfarion 
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l^afTed between you9 an i the Governor of the Bank, relative !^ 
the Loan* rubfequ^nt to that vi/it» and antecedent to your going 
to Downing Street to bid for it ? 

On that day I had other converfation with the Governor of the 
Bank. 

85. Have >ou any objeftion to ftate that converfation ? 

Only upon the general principle that it alluded to my lift. 

86. Did the G >ve-norof the Bank, in the whole of that vifit, 
diftinguifh tn y^u, ihole circumftances, which he communicated 
to you officially, from what you conceive to be a confidential com- 
municdtion ? 

He did. 

87. Did you, after communication of the Loan being for the 
smoiiiu of eighteen millit ns, communicate that alteration to the 
fubfcribcfs upon your lift ? 

I did not—it did n -t concern them. 

88. Did you uoderftand any of the different modes, in which 
the Loan was to be arranged as to the funds ^ 

I did. 

89. From whom had you that Information ? , . 

I’he Governor of the Bank. 

90. On what day ? 

1 have no note of the day; but it was at feveral different times 
mentioned to me, liavingbcen at lirft propofed to have feme part 
in the 4 per c, ni. but afterwards I was afkcd if I had any objections, 
that it fhould be in the 3 per cent, confolidated, reduced, and long 
annuities. 

91. When was your laft communication with the Governor of 
thr Bank on this fubjeCl ? 

I do not recoiled! any after Monday. 

92. When you went to Downing Street on Wednefday the 
25th of November, were you then prepared to make a final 
offer ? 

If it had been fo propofed to me——I was always prepared. 

93. If you had made your offer, fhould you have e^pedled a 
decided anfwcr? 

Thi.^ was not the day for making the offer; but when I was 
there, if I had been invited to make an offer, by fair competition, 
1 ihould not have hefitated a moment, and 1 fhould have expedled 
a decided anfwer.. 

94. Would the poflibility of an Auftrian Loan, and the proba* 
bility of funding five millions of Navy Debt have made any con- 
fiderable alteration in your terms ? 

Not any—my mind was made up to thofe obje£ts* 

Had you reduced your propofals to writing I ,. '; 

96. Do you, as a a man of cxtenftve praftlce and expcnence, 
think, that the poflibility of this Auftrian Loa% and the fiind- 

12 ing 



V*-# RJ5F0RT raOM THR SELECT COMMITTEE, &C. 

the five millions^ would make any alteration on the price of 
Stocks f 

When the Auftri^n Loan wap actuaJly to come forward it would, 
bat if the quedion goes to my opinion, refpecling the influence 
thatpoffiblluy would have upon me upon that day, I can anlwer 
not the lead, becaufe 1 confidered it as a matter utterly impailible, 
from my knowledge of the fituation ot the money aftairs of thh 
country. 

Withdrew. 


Sabhati^ die Decembris 1795. 

Mr. MORGAN again called In, and c.xaniincd* 

97. "^¥ 7 HAT do you iin deni and by the phrafe, in your for- 
V V tnrr evidence, of “ oHiclally coinmuniCctLcd 10 me by 
the Governor of the Bank ?” 

Every thing that he thought necefliiry, and did communicate 
to me relative to the Loan, and to the intciilions of the Chancel¬ 
lor of the Excliequer. 

98. Did he ll:a»e to you prccifely, on all and each of theic 
points, dial he had the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s dircetioiif 
to to do ? 

He never mentioned he had any directions to fpeak to me in 
particular ; but he im.nticned lie thought it his duty to tell me 
of thofe particular?—that the Chancellor of the Exchequer had 
always faid, Competiirun ; but at the communication on Monday 
the 23d of November, when be icirt lor me after hlsjctuni iV’m 
Downing Street, he then told me, that he had put ihequellion 
particularly to the Chancellor of the Exchequer i Llaiive to the 
competitionj and that he hadanlwcrcd, “ Molt cenalnly.*’ and 
then he acquainted me the amount of the Loan would be eighteen 
millions, 1 think he faid, “at the kail,”—andofliclally told mo, 
we were to attend on the Wednefday following in Downing Street, 
at twelve o’clock. 

99. Bid .the Goverrror of the Bank at any time faic to you, 
that he was cxpreLl) charged by the Chancellor of the Exche¬ 
quer to give this general information to all who applied to him ? 

I do natrecoIl 5 l there ever was a word of the kind; not that 
he was directed by the C'hancelJor of the Exchequer ta tcll Uny 
body except r^fped'tmg'thc attendincc in Downing Street—that 
was mentioned as from the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

lOQ. At the interview, in which you learned the iiinount of the 
Loan, or. Monday the 23d, did the (Tovcrncrof the Bank then 
ftatc "rj,von. that hc Was charged by the Chancellor of the Exchc- 

q.ucs> 
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<juer, to inform you of the amount of the^Loan as well 
lime of attendance in Downing Street I ' 

lot. If you took a Loan on certain conditions fmm the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Kxch' quer, and an attempt wus made afterwards to 
v’iolate any of thoi’e condit’ ^ns, ihoold you think it incumbent ou 
you, on iiehaif of youjfrlf. and the fnblcribers on your lill, to 
rcmonilrate iigHinll any fneh v; dation ? 

It would depend on what alteration vvas np<!e, and whether or 
not then it would he wo.th ruy while or not to agrre to the new 
terms. 

(^icilion repeated: 

U 1 thoirdit it was hurjul to my bargai’S I Qiould certainly 
TcnionUrate .ig;ainlt it. 

102. You have liated, in reply to a converrition w-th the Go¬ 
vern r of the Bank, that vimi fh.uild Co y'ur utrnoii to be well 
prepared for c<'mpet:tion, but If you V't-rc precluded, it would 
not he yo'ir fault ; what do you mean bv tliat ? 

I mc:i!i in rcTpcdf to not having an onpj'rrunity of bidding^- - • 

lO';. What do mean by being wtii prepared for cold- 
I'cnitiou ? 

J mean, generally, being prepared in my lift and money. 

IC.J. Do you mean not to be prepare! at ail, as to the terms 
you intend to oft’ci ? 

1 could not poftibly he prepared, or rather have fixed tfae 
tfims, till rue lime for making the oiler ; bccaulVthe terras mult 
in loine degree be governed, or have leftiencC to the market 
pi ice. 

iryV- Vvduit do you menu by the market price ? 

Tlie market priie cf the funds, nt die i.w.tr. it time of bidding 
—1 would remaik, that at the former lime thit I have attended^ 
Ipecial meli’engcrs arrived from the city with the pricis of the 
day. 

loG. From your recolleclioii of the aftiud ft.ite of aflalrs at 
that time, and a former Loan tranfadilon, what do you appre¬ 
hend would be the diiferencc between the ofrors likely tv> be made 
by each of the parties who came 11 that bidding ? 

There can be no compaiifon, in my miin!, v/rth refpefl: to for¬ 
mer Loans, becaufe circiirnlfanccs cannot be riippofcd to be pn- 
cifeiy the lame ; and with regard to otlicr p.nbr'*’ inieruions of 
bidding for this Loan, that I was totally undcqualiited wi:h, or 
with their preparation to qnalify them to bid. 

loy. Have you any means of proving, it the Committee ftiould 
require it, the prccifc terms you had decided tn ofiVr ca ihc wed- 
nefday wdien you at’cndvdin Downmg Str''Ct? 

It is impoftibic I fhouM have any body who coi'li come to 
prove it, becauff I myfelf had not the inotl dift-uic c;:ptctation 
that the bidding was then to come on, <‘r bef re the Friday fol¬ 
lowing. 


Did 
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loS* Did you fully underlland the propoiition, at the time it 
w^s made to you> for the qualified bidding ? 

. 1 underfiood that the half per Cent, was to be in favour of the 
highcft bidder—there was no other mifunderftandin^—the 
meeting at the Chancellor of the Excheqo^r^•, on Wednefday 
following, the 2d of December, that was fully explained. 

I09. Did you, after the qualified bidding was offered on Wed- 
fiefday the 25th, confidcr your determination, not to be a bidder, 
under the terms and conditions then offered, as fin«il ? 

1 declared it was utterly impoffible for me to bid under fuch 
reffri^lions. 

I TO. If you had taken a large Loan, on what you confider the 
general known principles of fuch tranfaftlon, and immediately 
afterwards, the Chancellor of the Exchequer iliould think it ex¬ 
pedient to make another Loan, in what manner would you aft ? 

1 Certainly fhould remouffrate againff it; but in my mind it is 
impoffible fuch a thing iliould happen. 

lit. At what period of the Loan Ihould you think yourfelf not 
entitled to make luch remonffrance ?' 

When it appealed not to be an injury to the parties for whom 
I a£^ed- 

112. Can you ffate that precife period ? 

When it happens I could ffate it. 

113 Would it be at a period when half the payments of the 
Loan were made ? 

I cannot fix any time ; meaning this, that I fhould not think of 
making any rernonftrance merely fur the purpol'e of obffru£ling the 
operations, of Government. 

114. Do you think that a new Loan taking place before half 
the payments on the antecedent Loan were made, would be pre¬ 
judicial to the fubferibers to the firff Loan ? 

Undoubtedly, upon the general ptii-ciplc that the preparations 
for a new Loan generally aft'eft the funds. 

115. Should you at that moment think it neceffary to remon- 
ff rate ? 

Suidy I fhould. 

116. Should you think it ncceflary to remonffrate at any fub- 
fcquent peripd, as when only three quarters of the Loan had been 
paid ? 

Surely; but with refpefl tp myfelf it would depend on the ap- 
plicatifjps made to me by the holders, as having bceu ihe agent in 
contracting for the former Loan. 

117. Would not any proportion of the capital of the firfl 
Loan,9 that was left undifeharged, Lc affected by the fubfequent 
Loan? 

common with all the funds. 

118. You have fated, in yonr preceding evidence, that in a 
f former Lo'tin you put fcveral queffions to the Chanc llor of the 

E'xchet;jcr, will you produce ihcin, with the anfwcis ? 


I have 
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I have neither—I never had any of the papers, or copies of any 
of the letters or proceedings remain with me, when adting with 
Mr. Johnfon and Mr. Angcrllein—they always remained with 
Mr. Johnfon. 

119. Were thofe queflions 1 educed to writing ? 

Yea. 

120. After yon and Mr. Johnfon rnd Mr. Angerftcin had taken 
the Loan, if the Chancellor of the Exchequer, antecedent to the 
payments on that Loan being completed, had brought forward 
any other Loan, (liouldyou have thought he had adled fairly and 
honourably between you and the public ? 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer did, and we never made any 
complaint. 

121. Arc you of opinion, that at whatever period the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer had brought forward that fubfequent Loan, 
you would have been of the fame opinion? 

Certainly not. 

122. Can you date the precife time when you fhould have 
thought it jultifiable for the Chancellor of the Exchequer to have 
brought foiward that Loan ? 

No. 

123. What time of the year did you and Mr. Johnfon and Mr. 
AnL»er]tt*in make the c* nrra^l? 

The beginning of February, and the laft payment was to be 
made on the 13th 01 January, 1795, but the Journals of the Houfe 
will fhew it. 

124. When was the fiift payment of the new Loan, made by 

MelTrs. Boyd and Co. for the year 1795, place? 

I do not know. 

125. Did you apprehend that tiiis new Loan affcdled your lad 
payment ? 

It affe^fted all the funds. 

126. Did you nuiki- any remonflranceon that account? 

I never thought of it. 

127. Did you form any lift to be competitor for that Loan of 



128. You haveftated, that the Governor of the Bank informed 
you of a money tranfadlion to the amount of £, 900,000, that 
had taken place between the Chancellor of the Exchequer aud 
Mr. Boyd ; did the Governor of the Bank Ipeak of that Tranfac- 
tion ns of his own knowledge ? 

He did notfpeak of it as of his own knowledge, or not of his 
own knowledge; bat he {poke of it as a tranfadion nutorions, 
and which every body knew. 

129. Do you know of this tranfadtion? 

Nothing but by report. 

130. Have you any obje£^ion> to date the whole converfation 
with the Governor of the Bank on that fubjet^ ? 

lhave 
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. T have already Hated the whole that pafTed. 

1-31. Were an} oihcr pcrfon-* mentioni-d in this converfcili‘<*tt 
beiidea the Chanccli 'i of the lixcinqucr and Mr. Boyd ? 

Not that 1 reCv'lL'Iic. 

ij2. Did'heGov.rnor of the Lank explain to you, how you 
vrould be tricked ? 

No othcrwrt vs, iban that he had doubts about ihe competition ; 
«tid tha it appeared tome, that hetbou^^ht the Loan w'iuld be 
given to TvL. Boyd, and tnat was conformably to the general 
opinion and raniour. 

133. Did you, at t!;c time you allude to in IVrcTnber 179^, 
when yon intended to be a competitor for tin J^oun of L795. not 
know, that there was an uiver iinponibdity oTihe ii:ii payment of 
il>e ntw Xoan, beinp reqt:i'*ed lu bemadrp'ior lo tlu- 13111 of 
January, wi'cn the lull payment of ihc fvnn.cr Lo,in ui bt 
made ? 

I knev\' no payment could be madt* before the Puiliament had 
voi^d it. 

154. Are you not aware, that in tlic courL of the two lall war * 
there was not a linc’c inflance cf the hrH payment of tlie Loan ioi 
the fervicc of the }c-ar being majc, tiP iome months fubrcc’ueiit 
to the Kill payment of the preceding Loan ? 

1 am not avvareof it, nor have it in iiiy memory—I have made 
no reference of any fort whattv.r to tliufe objceis* 

135. l' 3 avii»g Hated yourlclf t<» be a man « f experience, have 
you no r^coliedtion ol whrt prilled, during titber of the uvo laH 
wars, with refpedt to the payror r.is, on Loans T 

I cannot i\collect about the payments witliout I was to refer 
back ; but I never htavd of a preierence on any account whatever, 
and particularly with tegard to cullom and pradice, whcihcr lenp 
was wrote up in the Bank, or not. 

136. Do you believe there exifls an Infrance, previous to ibc 
JaH Loan, of a dtpoJit being made on a Loan ]»ievi^ ui to ihe laH 
payment on the preceding Loan ? 

1 cannot politively rceollccf whether there was or was net with¬ 
out reference, but I remember that tlic L-^an for the fervice ol* 
the year I762came forward early. 

137. Do you not reediest that the dcpofit in 1762 was made 
on the 26th December, and that the iaft payment on the preced¬ 
ing Loan was made in Odlober ? 

Ido notrccolkft, 

138. Have yo’a brought your lift with you. In confequerce of 
paifed yelterday ? 

1 have, 

139. V^’^ill you now deliver In your HH ? 

1 have the fame objcdlion to Hale to the CoiDmhteo, that I am 
inclined to deliver in the lift, and do not think inyfelf julH- 
TOd fo to do, without the confeni of the parties for whom it was 
intended that I ftiould have offered for the Loan; unlefs it is in 

compliance 
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^f'Tnpliance with the pnfitlvc order of this Committee, and which 
it is not in my power to refill, if filch is the order: and a^lb be 
Loan:: biought in that manner by compeiition arc nut liable 
to any rijfpicion of walle of the public monty, or to any fcni- 
iMiy into rlicdivifion thereof. 

14'^. T'hc CojTimi; tee having yeflerday communicated to you a 
rcitfiution, containing a decided opinion, that it was important 10 
ihc public your lilt thould lie produced, have you coRfnltcd the 
perl' ns, whole coiifesit you thiirit necefiary to the pi-odiidion of it, 
on the fiibjcct 

r iiavc had 110 oproitunity. 

T.fi. Will you confiilt tliofe pcHons, and how foon may the 
Committee expeei your anfvver in coiirequence thereof? 

K it is the dcliimf the Committee, I will molt ciicw.fully cal| 

?» gcncMwl mcetmg for tliar purpofea'? foon as polhhij —>. ihouM be 
ix rcMicIy lorry if i wcmv 1 1 be uuderllood to mean u :eruieit on 
r.iy ()v»n cecouiil. 

I'-jT. Tlie Cummiffee having already cxprefild il>e opinion be- 
"'.r-' .'liudeJ to, do you not/ti! it inrnin!;en: on you toendeavotur 

nb^r'in any cot.I.iu you think ncceHa; y for the nioduetion of 

l')-v !:U ? 

1 will endeavour to do it—vSurely I W’^l do it—I feel itinemn- 
upon me lodoevciy thing in my power to comply with the 
ujih'. luf tiiC C rnmittee, confiileiit wr.h the chaiacL*r of a eo.;- 
fvieiit.'a! agent. 

14^. Having been dehred by the Committee to conUilt the 
friend yen liavt meniioned, as having vyven ynu confidential in- 
toirnai'on, wlie'iht'r he would give voti lea'-e to meniiori hi . n.irm: 
to the Commiitceif thi.\ Ihoulddel.tc ii, h-wc um conlulied 
^riend, and has he gi\ en ■ ni! iicii have : 

I Lave confiiltod him, and h '.V'^ not got he leave: 

144. Chan you now Hate fiom your h.mkLr’s book, or oiherwit •. 
when the liUl money was paid in by any of tin* itiLiciibers’ o!) v-uo 
iill, as an advance fur thei'* pait ot ‘ilic hoa”. and Vtiieii inch 
p.aymerits ceided 

'The frll payment was cn. rLv fail of November, and the lafl 
oil tiu' : :,'ih. 

14;. Was yon cvci corcfir.ee! a*; a piincipal in conira^ting for 
a Loan before liiar of hebrua!} 

Nu—- 

146, Did yon mean, 11 V' ‘r ioip cr nnfvvei, by the words, 

' ii*.u weii .mpufiibit; any Aui'lii.in Loan 
ihuuld be brought ^'or^v ud 1 i l\. 'Uiiilc of the prcl^nt year? 

In ‘nv rminion j I c; /r,..r h'did. 

14;-. V^bly ilir-*, d; ^ ' ‘t--’ ^hat letter, of the i6tii cf No- 

vemOej, fo thv Clnw'ieC'o'’ » : Lvchoguei ? 

! wrote it, beoauie ifr, of having a tlun.glit t avards 

tlic 1 oan to the Kmpervi, i/Knild not preclude me from an c;p- 
pormnitv c>f oifoii.ig for Lo-r, on tlieg'-omid that 1 haci no: 

" piepareU 
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prepared rnyfelf, and made known my intention, that I would be 
ready to bid for the Loan under any cond tion, cither pofitive or 
eventual, refpcAing any Emperor's Loan. 

148. Did you, on the i6thof November, think fuch a clrcum- 
Haucc not improbable ? 

It was much rumoured abroad that there would be fome fort of 
providon for the Emperor; and on that ground there would be 
no competition for the Loan; and I was induced to write that let - 
tpr, becaufe 1 would not be prec uded by any eventual prcpofal 
that might be made on that account. 

Queftion repeated. 

I thought it was improbable—I think fo now. 

149. Why then did you entertain any fufpicion that you might 
be precluded from biddingfor the Loan on that account, when you 
thought the event fo improbable, and which you declared yeller- 
day you did not think poiTible f 

From public rumour 1 entertained the Idea, that there might 
befuch apropofil, and that might prevent competition, as it had 
done the year before. 

150. Is it then to be underllood that you did, at that particu’ar 
time, in crnfcquence of the public rumour, fuppofe that the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer might referve to himfelf the right 
of propofing to Pailiament to guarantee a Loan to the Emperor 
in this felTion ? 

I certainly did. 

151. Did you not imagine, that if fuch a propofal fiiould be 
mane to Parliament, which you have Rated in your opinion was 
impoflible, from your knowledge of the fituation of the money 
affairs of this country, it mull have ccnlidcrably depred'ed the 
public funds? 

When adlually made, it is my opinion it would. 

152. You have Rated to-day, that you cannot prove what 
terms it was your intention to have propofed to the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, in cafe you had been called upon to oRVr 
terms on the 25th of November; have you any objection to de-^ 
dare now, what terms you would have oRered, if fo called 
upon ? 

My opinion would have been governed by reference to the 
market price in the lirR inftaucc; next, the difpofition of the 
public towards peace—I felt that very Rrongly during the form¬ 
ing of my liR; andalfo, 1 had reafon to believe, that it was the 
opinion and intention of my fubferibers, that I Ihould obtain 
the Loan; and I certainly, on that day (meaning Wednefday 
*thc 25th) if I had been then called upon, or on Friday, the 
appointed day, fliould have advanced my price to very near the 
market. 

153. Will you Rate, as nearly as you can, the prccife terms 
that you would have offered on Wednefday the 25th ? 

At 3^. Long Annuity, 1 Ihould have been happy to have 

had 
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liad it; w'xtti £. rzo Confolidated, and 2^5 Reduced Annuities-—I 
always calculated in my own mind the difoount at about 3 per 
Cent. 

154. Had you it in contemplation to offer thofc term on 
the 25th of Novemb r, if you had been called upon to a com¬ 
petition ? 

I had not that in rontemplation, nor any other terms, as, I 
did not expert to be calh d upon on that d ly. 

155. Knowing what the market prices on the 25th of Novem¬ 
ber were, and that Mcirrs- Boyd and Meffrs. Mellilhcs were the 
other bidders, wh:it are the teims that you would have offered 
had you been called upon on that day^ as nearly as you can now 
Hate the fame ? 


The witncls delivered in the following ftatement: 



£. 1.0 - . - - - 

£. 18 



25 - - 66^ - - 

16 

^3 

9 

j/6 Lcng Annuity 18^- 

3 

4 

9 


100 

18 

6 

Difeount 3 pir Cent, 

3 





18 

6 


J have taken notice, that the reference to the market price, 
and the Gifpulitioii of the public towards peace, would have go¬ 
verned my mind in fixing my prices, andalfothe confideration of 
i\\(^ Stock market at the time ; and would have weighed in my 
mind—la the Hate of the market fuch as is likely to advance, and 
fo advance my ccntracl, to Hand at the then prefent price, or to 
la);—aiul 1 was firmly of opinion on that day, that the fpecu- 
lations had b en very greatly for the fall; and therefore I was 
to believe that there would be a rife, which would advance 
the rrernium of my contract. 

T 56. Ir the Chancellor of the Exchequer had cxprefsly referved 
to himfclf the riglit to propofe an Aullrian Loan in the courfeof 
the prefent feilion, would that have made any, and what differ¬ 
ence in the terms of your offer on th'>t day ? 

No .—.1 would wiflt to add, that T declare I had an expeftation 
that fomcthiiig of that bufinefs would have been mentioned, and 
whentlie Clia^ictllor of the Exchequer begun by faying, that he had 
forne communication tp make, I really expected it to be relative 
to the Auilrian Loan.- I had that fubject all along on my mind, 
and had prepared myfelf with this paper in my hand, and which I 
had then in mv [ ocket, which I meant to have prefcnicd to llie 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, if there had been any opening, or 
.any r.eccflity for itr 
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Then the faid paper was delivered in and read, as follows: 

Declaration to the contraftors, frnm the right honour-^ 
** able the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

That circumftances may make ir nccefTary, and Par ia- 
“ meiu may agree to guarantee a further Loju to be raifeel In 
England'for his Majelly the Emperor, in that cafe, the* 
“ contradlois for our Loan, and their lift of fubferibers, 
iliall be entitled to have the contradfor the Loan for the 
“ Emperor, whatever it my be, on the terms and condi- 
tions heieafter to be fettled, and agreed with the right ho- 
nourable the Chancellor of the Exchequer. Or, that it 
is to be underllood by the contractorthat there is no 
** rellraint refpe^Sting any aflillance that Parliament may 
•* think proper to give his Majcfty the Emperor.’* 

And the witnefs faid, 

I meant to have prefented this paper to the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, as the declaration which it might be fuitable fur 
him to make. 

157. At what period did you begin to think, from your know- 
ledrje of the fituation of the money affairs of this country, that 
an Audrian Loan in the prefent year was utterly impofliblc? 

I cannot rccolIeCt .cxadlly; perhaps about the beginninn: of 
October, or perhaps the latter end of September. 

158. Did you think it utterly imp^/fTiblc 01 j the 25th of No¬ 
vember ? 

I did. 

159. Did you or. the i6ih of November? 

Yfcs—^my ■opinion on that day was rdfo the fume ; but flill there 
might bt" a lefcrvc for a jr‘'^pt>fal of a guaiautec of one to 
Parliament. 

160. Did you on Thirfday, the 26th '^f November, when you 
faff heard that Mr. Boyd had made his bargain f.r the I.nan on 
the piCceding day, declare to any pciTon 'h.!! you v. oujd Jiavc of¬ 
fered the termi which you have before dated ? 

N )—I do not know that I did. 

161. Did you nurhorizc any geiuleman totkclarc to Parliament 
in your name, that you would have offered more favourable 
terms by two pnr Lent, than thofe upon which the bargain had 
bet'u concluded with Mr. Boyd, if you had been permitted to bid 
on that day ? 

It is vciy likely I may have faid fo in convcrfation.—As to any 
formal authority, I know nothing ol‘ that. 

162. Did you make any offer to that cffld to the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, between Wednefday the zjtli of November, 
and Monday the 7th of December ? 

No, 


} 0 }» Did 
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163. Did you make an offer by a letter addrafTed to the . 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and read in the Houic of Com¬ 
mons, at your lequcft, on Monday the 7th of December, to 
take the Loan at two Ihillingfi in the Long Annuity Icfs than was 
agreed to be given to MeflVs. Boyd and Co, ? 

I did. 

164. Did youconfidcr it as a fair offer to ihe public to propofe 
to take the Loan on thofc t<Tms on that day, Imving now declared 
that yon would have offcivd fo tnuch better terms, if you had 
been called upon to hid on the aijth of November? , 

1 did, bt'caufe the Chancellor of the Exchequer had made a 
contract at a pike which he confidered proper and reafonablc ; 
viz. at 6 j. and 6</.; and^alfo, be-, aufe it would not be proper 
for me unnccuTirily :o bid a more r-duced price after ficb contrail 
was imprcfled on llie public mind as moderate and reafonable. 

W'ithdrcw, 


Luna:^ 2i^ die Drccmhrls 1795* 

Mr. MORGAN again called in, and examined. 

1(^3 . not the maikct price of the Three prr cent. Con- 

V V folidatcd, ?nd the 'riircc per cent. Reduced An¬ 
nuities, confiderably higher on Monday the 7th of December, 
than it was on the25th of November? 

1 believe it was-but I made no reference to any prices what¬ 

ever. 

if)6. Did you in point of faft not know that it was fo ? 

1 h.ive no doubt of it. 

167. Had not accounts been n.':civcd between the 25th of 
November, and the 7th of Dcceir.ber of important victories ob¬ 
tained by the Aullrians over ihc French r 

1 really do not rccolln^t the day tiie accounts were received. 

168. What induced you to make the oiier contained in your 
letter to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, which was read by 
yourdclirc in the Houfe of Commons on the yih of December? 

I conlldcred, that in the arguments that migiu be brought for¬ 
ward on the fubicct, there might be an objection to any new ar¬ 
rangement, on the ground that it would be impoffihleon account 
of iheeaily dny rf paymnitj, and ihtrcfoie I thought it prudent 
for me to have Inch a piopof l leady, in cafe luch an objeftion had 
occurred, and to fay tliac I (liould have been ready to make the 
payment on Thnifday, 

169. Did you make that offer at requeft of your fubferibers in 
general, or any of them ? 

it was with the approbation of r,ll of thofe that I fpoke to on 

the 
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the which was figniilsed by many by their iigning the 

letter, expreiGng their readinefs to become joint fecurity with 

inc» 

170. Have you any objcflion to deliver in the copy of that 
letter, winch wa» (igned by thofe who offered that fecuiity ? 

The letter is cancelled—I can’t deliver a copy without their 
authority, which I have no objedion to aflt—my own letter 1 am 
feady to deliver a copy of at any time, 

[Which copy was delivered in to the Committee, and 
read, and is is inferted in Appendix, No. 4.] 

The former quedion and anfwer being read to the witnefs; 
viz. 

Have you any objeftion to afk thofe gentlemen, if they would 

confent that you (hould difclofe their names to this Coinniiticc, 
** lliould the Committee think proper to require it ? 

To which he anfwered, 

I have, upon the fame general principle.^* 

171. And the faid qiiettion being again put to him ? 

He dehred to explain that anfwer by faying. That he has no 
obj<*£lion. 

172. You are therefore defired to aflt the confent of thofe 
gentlemen, to difcl 'fe their names to the Cottimittee ? 

J will do it. 

173. You have dated in the former partrf your evidence, that 
when you con\r.'< 51 cd for the* Loan of 1794, you coiifKUred \our- 
fclf as having made it a condition with tlu Chancdlnrot tlie 
Excheqeiir, that there fhonid be no other borrowing or raifv'g of 
money within that year; did you ccnfidcr the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer as having entered into an engagement by this condi¬ 
tion, no't to propofe any further Loan of any lort to Pariiainent 
in the courlc of that year ? 

I did propofe that quefticn, on the ground that I entertained 
fome idea of fomething to be propofed for the King of Sardima^ 
and no doubt I underdood there would be no borrowing or railing 
to our prejudice, or the prejudice of our contradl—J under- 
Hood generally that wc were not to be injured, and nothing 
elfe. 

174- Did you confider him as having engaged that no Loan 
Ihould be negociated in the conrfe of that year, by the agems of 
any foreign powers in alliance with this country? 

I underdood that he would not countenance any thing of that 
kind. ' 

175. Did you conlider him as having engaged to do his utmoft 
to prevent it? 

That was unneceiLry in my mind, bccaufc I conlidered it im* 
poffiMc to be done, 

176. Did you confider fuch negotiation without llic authority 
of l^arliament as illegal ? 

I did. 
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1 did. 

177. Do you Hill think fo? 

It has been proved othefwifc-^there was fome money raifcd for 
the Emperor. 

178. Did you ^confider the Chancellor of the Exchequer aa 
pledged by this engagement, to prevent any Loan being nego¬ 
tiated in this country on the part of the government of Ireland, 
in the courle of that year.? 

No. 

179. Did any of your fubferibers to the Loan for the year I794r» 
apply to you or defire you to objeft to the negociatiun whtcli 
took place for the new Loan in December 1794.? 

Not in my recolledlion—but I would wiflt to remark, that in 
fpeakingof any of the circiimftances refpedking our proceedings, 
in preparing oiirfelvcs in older 10 be bidders for the Loan for the 
Icrvice of the year 1795 > I doit from memory, and not from re¬ 
ference to any documents, for 1 have not any of them. 

180. Do you recolledt that Parliament was not fitting at the ' 
time that that new Loan was negotiated, and that it dId|not meet 
till ttic 31 (I of December ? 

1 think the negociation was before the meeting of Parliament 
butl don’t recolledltheday the Parliament met. 

181. Had you not eveiy reafon to be fatisfied that it was im- 
poflible, from the forms of proceedings in Parliament, that the 
firii payment on the new Loan could take place, till the lall pay¬ 
ment on the preceding Loan was completed ? 

1 did not confider any thing at all about it—I am unacquainted 
with the forms of Parliament, and for all 1 am aware, the Loan 
might be voted ip confidence before the fupphes were brought 
forward—but J recolleft having heard that lorne of the conti ac¬ 
tors colleAcd the payments from their fubferibers, expecting a 
very early payment on the Loan for 1795. 

182. Do you recolleifk any inftance ot a Loan voted before the 
fupplies were brought forward i 

J do not—nor of any ether contract being made for a Loan be¬ 
fore the meeting of Parliament. 

183. Will you ftatc yoiir reafon for not having objefted to the 
biinging forward of any new Loan, previous to the lad payment 
on your contrail for the year 1794? 

Idid not confider that theie was any opening for objeftion, or 
complaint of injury, coiifidering the Loan of 1794 as w'ound 
up. 

184. Can you rccolledl what was the amount;of ihe rife In the 
3 per cents, from the 35ih of November, to the 7th pf December 
lall ? 

I have no trar.faflions myfelf to guide me to a recollection j 
blit 1 really think the price was about 68on the 7th of De«i 
c ember. 

183. Can 
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185* Can you {late what has been the riTe in th^fe funds fiijce 
the delivery of the King^s meffuge <in the 8th of December ? 

I have heard they were as h’gh as 71cr —but 1 have not been 
to town lately to enquire. 

186. You have flatcd, that your opinion of the dirpofiUon of 
the public: to pcacc> w<}uld hirwc had an iiifiuencc on your mind 
in the oiler you iniciuied to make for the Loan ; would not the 
knowledge that fuch a mcfrige was to bcibnt to Parliament, have 
influenced it in a much greater degree ? 

To be fure it would.- 

iS?. From your knowledge and experience In the negotiation 
of Loans, can you Hate the time that iia.^ idudlly elaplcd betwevu 
the conclufion of the contradt with the Chanctlloi ot the Kxche- 
qiiei'^ and the bringing, it forward fur the fanCtiun of Fariia- 
ment? 

I can^t rccolkdl without referring back, 

288. When you Hated, that in your opinh n it was impoiTiblc 
another Auftrian Loan fhould take place, di'd you mean that it 
was imponible that fuch a Loan fltonld be prupoied by the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer ? 

1 did, and I will add my rcafon—That 1 confidered the fo¬ 
reign expenditure, and other war drains, had already greatly 
overbalanced the commercial expoila, and the gold and iilver that 

was in llor*,, and which is evident by the price of gold-the 

foreign coin and bullian at market being exhauUeU, 1 conclude 
that the coin cf iht kingdom will be taken out of circulation; 
in fuch a Hate, and ccnlidering the payineiiis to be cxpccied ou 
the import of corn, for the cargoes 01 lofles to neutrals, and the 
balances to Americans by treaty, with the foreign expences of 
our fleets in the rvleditcraneaii and Well Indies, it appeared 10 
me utterly impoffible, that it could be prudent, cr thought faft, 
to fufitr .;nv Loan for the Emperor to be raifed in Liigland— 
Thcte mail beprefervccl a quantity of f{>ecie in luint* proportion ' 
to ilie paper in ciic'-iiation, or !h.:rt' may be great ha/.urd cf an 
abatement of confdcace at home, as urs the ciiic after ilie cou- 
clulion cf the American War, when the Jkmk vei v prudently con- 
fired their accommodation*. 

189. lb it then to Lx nndtJflood, that lid - opinion is fuuj.deJ 
on a belief, that an Auiliian Loan uoukl otcamni tuck an expoi- 
tation of Ipccle as inigh: be da’igerc.in* 10 the vredit of the vuun- 
trv under the prefent circumlfrtnct:>: 

it is my opinion firml). 

190. With this opinion,'what was your modvc for« writing 
the letter of i6ih November, in sshich \ou propofed to treat for 
fuch a Loan ? 

To guard againft being precluded from bidding far our Loan ; 
that was my idea entirely. 

291. In your converi.. ion-^ wlih lie Governor of the Bank did 
he Hate to the luitur^'ol ih.:t im'nty n:’goti»ifon f 1 
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£»goOiOOOf in which he faid that Mr, Boyd had materia!]^ 
alTiAcd the Chancellor of the Exchequer i 

lie xtienttoned it to me in converiation^ as a matter of public 
notoriety^ not a fecret of the Bank« that there had been this im¬ 
portant money negotiation by bills^ in which Mr, Boyd was Con- 
lideied to have accommodated the Government, or lent the 
money. 

192. At the times that the Governor of the Bank eitprefled to 
you hib opinion, that ultimately there would be no competition, 
did he ftate tti it the aAurances which he had received mm the 
Chancell r of the Lxchequer, were uniformly that there Wdiitd 
be a competition ^ 

1 did not undeiHand him to Hate the afllirances of the Chan* 
cellor of the Lxchequei—-but that the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
did fa/ com{ ctitioii— but the laH time on Monda), the 23d of 
November, it was ofiicially communicated to me as a poiiave 
afTiired intenMon. 

193. Did the information von received from the Governor of 
the Baik, that tht Chancellor of the Exchequer faid Competi¬ 
tion, confirm you in your intention of becoming a bidder for the 
Loan ? 

It did. 

194. In the official communication with the Governor of the 
Bank on the 23d of November, had you any intimation givUn to 
you, that the competition for the Loan was to be qualified by any 
unufal citfiditions 

Not the lealh 

19J. Has or has it not been ufual to make the contrafl for the 
Loan not moie than two or three days before the opening of the 
Budget? 

1 re illy don’t recollef);—but 1 had it in contemplation to hzvt 
propofed, if it could have been made convenient to the Chancelldr 
of the L xchequer. to liave the contrail made in the morniogof the 
day that the Budget \vr u)d be opened, to prevent improper deafing 
before the refo'ution paifed the Houieof Commons, 

196 Are you of opinion, that the amount of any Loan at 
ptelent fur the Empcroi, could only be remitted m fpecie or bul¬ 
lion? 

1 confidered it would be an addition to the balance againft us, 
JSLB 1 have explained. 

197. Do you know in what manner the amount of the laft 
Loan to the Emptror was remitted to him ? 

I do not—I look to the price of gold only, 

198. Do you or do you not hold it to be efftotial, in nature 
^ud efied of a fair competition, that no One of the competitori 
fhould be informed of the terms offered by the rcif, or by aiiy Of 
Ihem ^ 

Befoye the bidding —4 certaanlydo. 

199. According to your knowledge and ciperaefioe in the 

t tranfi« 
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tranfa^ion of public Loans, what has been the average amount 
of prcffit which had been ufualiy expected and thought fufiidient 
by fuhTcribers to fuch Loans, as a compenfatiun for their riik 
a*'.d trouble ? 

In my opinion that mud depend on circiunftances at the time, 
or the motive that may induce people to be defitons of obtaining 
it—this replying to a fuppofition of competition—but with re¬ 
gard to private £oans, the parties endeavour to get the bell terms 
they can—that has been always my opinion—it has been always 
conlidered that a private Lean was expeded to be a great bonus in 
OOmparifon with one by competition, and on that account I con- 
fidcred competition to have been firft eftabliftied. 

200. What do you mean by the clrcumllances at the time ? 

Relative to the iituation ot the country at the time regarding 
war or peace. 

201* Bo you mean that, with the public expedation of peac^, 
the fubfcribers would be fatisiied with a Icfs profit, and <out 
wja ? 

No doubt of It—but I mean no only war and peace, but the 
public opinion, and the price of the funds—what I mean by the 
price of the funds is fuch, as whether they were 8o or 6o, or fuch 
a difference, being higher or lower, mull make a greater or lefs 
inducement to obtain the Loan. 

202. You have mentioned feveral reafons Uiat induced you to 
believe confidently, that Uie Andrian Loan, which you offered to 
contrad for, conneded with one for the fervice of this year, would 
be injuiious to tlic credit of this country, were theiein your enn- 
templation on the 25th of tail month, on which day you have 
Hated your inienth n of offering to make a contratTt fer the Loan, 
nearly on the exilling prices of the Stocks, independently of dif- 
count ? 

It was my opinion at that time, that an Aufirian Loan would 
be dangerous tQ the credit of the country, and that no fuch Loan 
would take place, although there was a referve for the liberty 
having oneand I believe other perfons were of the fame opi¬ 
nion. 

403. Cai\ you inform the Committee, what premium the Loan 
of February 1795 when the prefent Loan was 

cOncraAed for? 

It cahnot be done without taking the price of the different 
parts—there is no dealing in that form—<it has ctafed to be 
emmum. 

204; What difference would it have made in the terms you have 
fiatedfyou would have offered 04 the 25th of November^ if you 
had thoi^ht there would have been an Aufirian Loan to the 
ampbnhnf three million i 

IF the'Aufirian Loan had been a certainty, my anfwcr would 
be, that the terms would depend on whaher that would have beep 
a km Oft motr^koBBL the price fettled for it. But fuppofing that, 

contrary 
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contrary to m> opinion, an Auftriaa Loan, which was rcfcrved, 
ihould hereofter have taken plaeh, I conlSderetl, if I had got iHe 
Loan, that it would come a diba/, and not as a matter of any 
rifle to the contractors Orfubfenbes as t‘o the price. 

205. Suppoiing you had known for certain by information, on 
the 2^th of November, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
would have made an Auftrian Loan for three millions in the courfe 
of the prefent year, and unconnected with the terms of the EngUlh 
Loan, what diftcience would the knowledge of that Circumftwit 
make in the terms of your offer for the Englifh Loan ^ 

1 fhould have been governed by the impreflion it might mattp 
on the public mind, which might have changed with refpe^ 
prace, and on the price of the funds. 

206. Would It, in your opinion, have made any confidcrable - 
difference in Che tci|n5 which ^rou would have offered for the 
Lnglifh Loan ^ 

It It had then come firli; forfti as a matter of certainty, I fhould 
hive conlidcred it as proper to have propofed, that the biddmjg 
ihould be delayed a day ot two, to fee the effeCt it would have on 
the public mind. 

207. What effefi do you think It would have had on the public 
mind ^ 

In my opinion it would have tended to have lowered the price 
of tht funds. 

208. Have von any other means of judging of the quantity of 
gold and filver now in ftore, befides the preient market price ot 
thofe commodities? 

I have no other means of judging but by the price, and com* 
mou report. 

209. Had the Governor of the Bank feen your lift, and ap¬ 
proved of It as competent ? 

He had. 

210. Were you authorized by your fubferibers to fettle the 
terms of the Loan for them on your own judgment, whenever 
you fhould have lieen prefl^d fo to do ? 

It was entirely left to me—I was under no conftraint. 

211. Why did not )ou inform your fubferibers generally, that 
in ) our opinion they were not likely to obtain the Loan by com¬ 
petition > 

It was a matter of public notonety, which they all knew as 
well as 1 did. 

a 12. Were you acquainted, as a matter of public rumour or 
notoriety, with the neceflity government had for money about the 
months of OCiober or November ? 

1 had no knowledge but what I had as public rumour. 

213 . Are]^oa of opinum, that a Loan forfuch a fum as 4 or 
9 millions, might at that time have been negotiated to anfwerany 
prcfiing exigencies ? 

• 12 


There 
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There always, in iny mind, mud be fometime fir prepara* ioir 
for any I^oan—I am of opinion it might ha-ve been done. 

214^ Wcte yoa at tbkt time ol^that opinion i 

1 Was. 

21 iDid you take any dcp in conrcqucnce of that opinion ^ 

I wrote to the Chancellor of the Exchequer on the fubjtd*' 

216. Have youafiy copy of that letter ? 

I hive. 

i^nd the fame was delivered in and read, as follows. 

% Keofington Gore, 0£t 22, 1795. 

leader all onr difBculties refpcding money, which are truly 
** alarming, and require the utinoil attention, caution, and judg- 

m^At, I beg leave to acquaint you. Sir, that I adhere to the 
that the deficiencies of thU yea?, if to the amount 
** ol five Of fix millions, may be fcrthworth faiftd in a 5 pfr reni. 
** fcapital without accumulation, and J am ready and equal to un- 
*♦ take It;, the paymems oe regulated as I can make it fatis- 
** fa£lory to tlie Bank of Lngland 

I have the honour to be, 

“ Sir, &c/' 

I never received any anfwer, or had any communication, or ever 
heard a word refpedling the fubjed of that letter—*and thcicloie 
can give no further information. 

217. Do you confidcr it to be the making the contradl foi a 
Loan by which the price of the funds are afFeded, 01 the nuking 
the firll payment on a Loan iocontraded fur ^ 

I confidei the contrad as the great objed—-or even the firft 
knowledge of it—the preparauons for it naturally afFcd t^'cm 

Withdrew. 


Marthy dte Deumhrts 1795. 
WALTER BOYD, Efquirc, called in, and examined. 


218. Ip^ iP you ofitr yourfclf to contiad foi the late Loan ? 


1^19. W-iU you Hate the circnmftanccs which led you to make 
shut o&r, and what paflied lolativc thereto ^ 

It will be neecifaiy to Hate feveral circumHances which pafTcd 
previouily to the meeting in Downing Street on the 25th of No- 
vei^b^r, when the Loan was contraded for; and the better to 
the whple circumHances, I Hiall beg leave to read the 
copy of a letter which 1 wiote to the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
OB Monday the 23d 01 November. 


LWhich 




[Which capY wit^ieiiwe^*in a]E|[d read» and is ali^xed*iil' 
Appendix, Nq.' 5 ff,r 3 ''' “-tih- ‘ „ ’ V 

To that leiw. I recrifcd an anTwcrfrom Mr. Pitt, appoMi» 
ing an interview«for the next day, Tuefday, for.Mr.RobartsanSl^j. 
me-'—that interview .accordingly tcoJ;! place, and Mr. Robarta'" 
and I kt forth the circumilances upon which we prefumed to ex- 
ped a preference in contra^ling for the Loan-—Mr. Pitt faid, it 
would be neceffdry for him to confider attentively^. fS^jconfult 
fome perfona upon the nature of the claim wis: hidand'' 
therefore recommended it to Mr. Robarts and me to ootpipit t6 
writing the Tubllancc of what we had fet forth%cdhyiST^ 
and we accordingly committed it to Writing' in our 
24th of November ^(which letter is already before' 
tee.) [Appendix, No. 3.] The meeting in Do\frning ' 

fixed for Wednefday the 25 th of November, M^. Robdftii 
friends and myfelf attended there; and after waiting 
in the fame room with Mr. Morgan and the 
Mr. Robarts and 1 were Rnt for into the next room, 
found the Chancsllor of the Kxchequer, and the Gov^fer, astll? 
Deputy Governor of the Bank—the Chancellor of the ExcWi*?; 
c|uer told us on entering that he had been communicating to the" 
Governor and Deputy Governor of the Bank the letter which 
we had written to him, and which he had received that mpniing^^ 
on his return from the Houfe of Commons—rHe faid, Uiat litf\ 
did not find the matter fr^e from diiiiculty, but that he conceived 
a confiderabje degree of attention was due to the qlalni we had ' 
fet up—in order to be perfeftly fare that there w&s nomiHake 
wiih legard to the offer that I had made for the qualified bidding, 
heafked me what I underftood by the half per cent, on the whole 
futn to be borrowed—he faid, that was the only palTage in the 
letter which feemed to admit of any doubt—I find, that I meant^ 
that my offjr fhould exceed the higheft offer by . 90,006' 
that in Ihort my offer Ihould be 90,000 more valuable to the 
public, I mean to the country, than the higheft bidding.—The 
Chancellor of the Exclicqucr then afked, if the other parties 
fhould not confent to the qualified bidding propofeJ, whether wp 
would conicnt to take the Loan at fuch a price as fhould be 
fixed, in fine, whether we would confent that he fhould^ fix the 
price of the Loan ?—Wb faid we were very willing to leave the 
fixing of the price to him.—We then returned to the room where 
Mr. Morgan, the two Mr. Mellifhes, Mr. Salomons, Mr. Gold.* 
fmid and Mr. Aiflabie had remained—-In a ihort time thereafter^ 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the two Secretaries of the Trcah 
fury, and the Governor and Deputy Governor of the Bank joined', 
us—^the Chancellor of the Exchequet aOced how many parties Ihepr 
were that intended to offer for the Lean—it was replied thsltdiei^d - 
were three parties—Mr. Morgan, Mr. Mdlifh, and: Beyd-^. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, that previous lb entering 
into the ufual preliminary detidls, it was neceffu'f to ftate certain 

oirconUi 
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^^ttmlUoces^bidi iiad <!bme bbt reoeticty^ bis knowledge)but 
tjO which he conceived a coniiderable degree of attention was due 
«-Khch he mentioned, that the ton tractors for the lait year’s Loan 
thought they had a right to prevent the negotiation of anorher 
XfOan, until Hie laft payment upon the Loan of lait year ihould be 
aiiade, bet that the coutradibrs for lad year’s Loan had propoCed 
to^give up that right, upon condition that there be allowed. 

a certain prefeience-^He then (aid, that as the bed 
:aptixie the nature of this preference, he would read a 

;|Mft 9 age letter; and he did accordingly read as follows: 

willing to allow the p'ropofed Loan to be expofedto 
?C 0 J 3 if^tltt 0 n» upon condition that the Option Aiall be exprefsly 
Wr party of taking the Loan at fuch a price as (hall 
be in ^lUe to one half per cent, upon the whole fum 

^ ^borrowed,' hbove the higheit offer of the competitors.” 

. K,*-^T|lie Ghancellor of the Exchequer then asked Mr. Morgan 
Mellidiy if they were willing to make offers on chofe 
eMUdimodS^they both ebjt-fted—The Chancellor of the Kxchc- 
"(fpeaking to Mr. Morgan and Mr. Mellifh) faid, perhaps it 
. neceffaryfor you to have time to confider of the pro- 

pofid; and lo confult your friends upon it.-Mr. Morgan laid, 

that he required no time for confidering of it, or confulting his 
friends upoA ir, for that he never would c^mfent to ^t^—Mr. Melliilt 
ieemed at drd inclined to take time t.i confider of it, and to conl'ulc 
his friends upon it—but upon hearing Mr. Morgan’s decided nn« 
{wer,'bc faid, that he would not require anv time ; and he refuled 
equally the propofed competition,--^-Thcn the Chancellor of tl\e 
E^hequer faid, that he believed there was ijo lunger any cccafion 
Tor them, towir, Mr. Morgan, and the two Mr. Mellilhcs, to re¬ 
main—upon which they withdrew.—And then the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer proceeded-to the preliminary details which gene. 
ra% precede all negotiation for Loans; viz. He informed us that 
there might poffibly be a Loan for the Emperor in the courfe of the 
year 1796, but certainly not to agieaur amount than 3 millions 
Etmoft: it was fixed that the lafl payment on the new Loan of 
x8millions fhould be made on the Fifteenth of December 1796, 
sod that uo'payraent on any fubrcqueiit Loan fltould take place 
till after that time: it was afked by one of my party, whether 
there would be a Loan for L eland ^ The Chancellor of the Exche¬ 
quer could give no alTurance on that point: The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer informed us, that of the Exchequer bills of the vote 
of credit of 1796, pofllbly a million and half might be brought 
upon the maikec in the common mode: not more than 5 millions 
of the navy debt would be funded in 1799, and no part of it before 
the of May: .then he informed us the Loan about to' be con* 
for might be perhaps 19 millions inftead of 18; but we 
' Rave it as our Opinion, that this ihould make no variation in the 
terms, becahfe he explained to us, that in this cale the exche- 
bilL, inikad of two being two millions and a half, would 
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only beonetnilllon and a lialfilt W418 then agreed that 

count Ihould be ^per cent, as trfual^ on advances made aft^ 

^othof December, and 3 and | per cent, on advances coknpl^. 

Jng the payments between the loth and 30th December : ^thca 

it was mentioned that the referves of' the Loai^ fpr^pjiil^ic conw ., 

panics (hould be the fame as thofe lift yeaf^, 

details were gone through, and ^hat I had 

ccllor of the Exchequer my hope that .h^„wooM*.|i^fU^.^ri^)e^ 

the funding of the navy debt, the poiftbiUty of an; 

d:c. in fixing the piice . or ^the I^^n, feeing 

mitted the matter to his decifjon; t^n he 

two fecretarics of the treafiiry, and the. goverWr/ 

governor of the Bank. The rtafon why I recommcndedi^lOf^^b^ 

Chancellor of the Exchequer to weigh properly the £un$3aj|^^ii||e 

navy debt, and the poffibility of an Aiiftrian Lom, 

caufe the matter, with regard to th^ price, was entirely ' 

hands, feeing that it was politivvly agreed that he 

In about half an hour or an hour, the Chancellor 

chequer, the two fccreiarics of the trca,fury, apd ^hpe^;g 30 @F«(il 4 'fl^^ 

and deputy governor of the Bank returned 10 the ^oom.wheiR" 

they had ieft me and my party, and then th? Chanc^lo* of 

Exchequer produced a paper, ilacing tlie price of the liOait agst 

follows, , . . ’ 


p” 1 making 145I. valued at- 65, 

making 5s. and 6s, ,6Jv Long. Ann. valued at iB | yeata" 
purchafe making 61 . os. 3d. Total, lool. 55. 3d. Which ex- 
cefs of 5;s. 3d. forms apart of the iotius. To thefe terms we 
acceded. - 

220. You have ftaced that the 5s. 3d. exceedin^^the lobl*' 
forms a part of the bonus^ how was the remainder of t)xe ^onus- 
made up ? 

It was made up by the difference betw-een 67 J-, which was the 
market price of the 3 per cents and 65*, which was the price at 
which they were vafued : the dilcount forms another part of ttev 
bonus ; it is equal to 2I. 14*?. per cent, and for fuch' contributCHTi; 
as pay uphefore the 30th of December 1795^ the difeount 
be equal to 2 1. i8vS. 6 ^, per cent, by rcalon of there bcine 
quarter per cent, more difeount upon payments in full, made DC^'^' 
tween the 10th of December and the 30 th of December, thanupoii,^ 
any fnbfeqiirnt payments. ' /*' 

22 X 4 Was theie any other ' »'■ •’ 

I don’t recoiled any other, 

222. You have ftated the price^of the 3 per cMts. conki, 
he 67 .1-half on the morning cf the-sjth of No vembe*!, when th«r; 
contvad was made, did you exped there would be any alteratiotf ift 
the price oft hat, and the other funds proportionably, in coufequettee^'^ 

of the Loan of eighteen millions, the ftatemenc of a poftibility x^f 

■ 
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i *'' im Aaftrian Loan^ and the of fondini; five Tni'Itions 6f navy 

debt, when thbfe and the biier circuinl^aceejr^tAing the ne- 
'gocktion flioold jbe known ? ' * 

IdMadiitydid a6): under the perfuafidn;* thit the addition of 
. tnilHdUB of new debt^ the rcferve'for the faridihg 6f the 

K riitvy idebt> aind^ the poffibility of the Auftrian Loan, would not 
an'effcft on the cxifting funds, and that that effcdt 
. a fall., 

^ of an order of this Committee, a paper, 

* C<3p the different. liAs of the fubfaibers to the 

y*^ w^etvice of ^79^» into the Bank 

for. the fam^,’^lias been laid before the Cem- 
' paper, it appears that there is ftanding a very 

; Benfield, and Co. Have you 

,^’iiy to ddwer into this Committee a lilt, containing the 

V'\iiiaaii6TOfiili the perfons, without any exception or refcivc what- 
who had any (hare of the fum fiandin^ in the name of the 

■i objeftidn, 

' {And he delivered in the lift.] 

22;^y Is l^e fum of 694,0001. which appears to be the ambuirt 
•diftrmiited by Meflirs. Boyd, Benfield, and Co. the whole fum 
received by theixt. for their diftributxon ? 

, By no means—-that is only part of the fum of 1,593,000!. 

225. How IS this remainder of the fum of 1,593,0061. dif- 
pofed off 

It belongs to the hovife of Boyd, Benfield, and Co. 

226* < Do you mean to (late that that remainder was referved 
exclufiug^^rf*^*’ ^he houfe of Boyd, Benfield, and Co. for their own 
was any part of that dillributed to other perfons ? 

For our own accouut, and no paic of it was to be or was dif« 
tributed to oihcrjB. 

227^ A furtherfum 285,000!. appears in the lift in the name 
of Boyd, Berfifield, and Co. Was that alfo referved for ilie houfe, 
-or has any part of that fum been dillributed to others ? 

That alfo rtftrved for the houfe, and no part of it has bren 
4]Ifiriboted to^^ers. 

A further fum appears in the lift of 150,000!. m the 
name tif Waltaf Boyd, Junior, Efq. Can you give any accoimt 
' erf the^C^ftribution of that fum i 

No—"tbaju fum lyas given to myfelf. 

229./ Is the Comrnjttec then to under Eland, that the ftm of 
g5^poph,.bcipg ti^c difference of the fum of 694,000!. in the 
fzptr in by you, and the fum of 1,595,600). 

‘ fiandtt)g ra\tbe Iifi: delivered m from the bank, together with the 
' fxun oflisndin^ alfo in that lift, in the na.ac of Boyd, 
Benfield, atid Co. arc pofitivcly referved for ihc iipufci and th^ 
no part whatever thereof, was diftributed to any individual not ip 

parineifliip 
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parttrfiiip with the ffoute ^ that no perfim'^v«d 

any Irttcrcft from iKe fame y. 

Yes 5 I mean J;hiH:, 4 l^cfe, twoJfcims ,?qcclii6vciy to (he * 

houfe of Bbyd, Ben field, and oil tncif bwa 

2^0. There appears on, nape ^ J* Efe* 

'forthe imw 150,000!, is he ebaneiSted with, 
He ts conceded with the houle^ 'bfit a 
houjfe—»he wai my partner m the hoiife t^t t had at jfhia^gl^bfir 
the firm of Boyd/Ker, and Co. ^ 

231. If a Loan were Oontraded for before tli^ taS wa 

former Ldao, but fo that it (hould be hnpw'n bn a - 

the firll payment on the new Loan would lipt .pke > 

confiderable time after the laft paymtcnc fhodld be 

former loan, would the public knowledge of Tuch 
taken place, alfed the price of the funds which/hqd 
for the former loan, as much as if the firft payment on 
loan had been to take place before fuqh lall payn^ent on 
mcrloan? . . .. . V 

If the firll payment of the new loai were to take place 
fiderable dlllance from the period of its ncitotiation^ h ^ ^ 

tura! to conclude, that its efFe^upon the flocks would be ' 

than tfrhe paympnt was to take place foonerpi-thq payfu^^t be* 
ing to take plfce ifter the lafl payment of the")brmcr loan, ^Qul^ 
produce Icfseifeft upon the flocks (I mean with 
than if the payment was to take place before the laft payi|j^Cy 

232. Would the circum,ftance of the contrpfl fgr the ne^%ap ' 
having taken place before the lafl payment of the fdrmbt, 

the firll payment on the new loan was not tp^ take place till afij^ V 
fuch lafl payment on thb torirter, affeA the priCe of the funds ijl, 
any material degree, more than the general knowledge or Wief 
that a new loan would be neceflary for the fervice of th(|’ 
fulng year ? ' * . . • 

I think it would. ‘ 


I^id you know> when you made your reprefentatiop on' 
the 24th of November to the Chaticellor of the Ej^phq^a^, ;flt 
what time it was intended that the firll payment on nqw i^ah, 
fliould take place ? ; 

I underflood that it was to be made early in December. 

234.. From what authority did you under&nd that? .. 

I uhderftoOd h from ihe Governor of the Sank, I 
feemed to be generally known. ^ ^ 

235. Did you not obj.eA fimply to any negociatIpnTor rhcw 
loan, prewous to the expiration cf your contrad fat tl^.preit 
Ceding loan f 

I certainly did mention to the Chanc^Bpr of ^he EkchequC^ 
when,the reportpf the ncgoc^tion cf t^ie ^iban Srft 
that Pur party conceived themfdves entitled td prevent nm^- 
ation of any other loan, until the lail payment bftheprecra^^ 
loan took place. 

U 236; 
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sjlSs About what time did you firO; underftand that a loan 
wat likdy to take place for the fervicfc of the year 1796 ? 

About the month of Odober. 

237. Did you then, about that time, ftate to the Chancellor 
of ^he Exchequer, the claim which you conceived to exift on the 
of the fubferibers of the former Loan, for a preference in 
any new Loan that might be negociated ? 

I certainly did Rate to the Chancellor of the Exchequer the 
right tff ihc contra&ors (not of the (uhfcnbeis) to objtd to the 
negociadon of the new Loan—-upon that occafion the Chancellor 
of tbe'Eachequer feemed unwilling to admit of fuch a claim ; and 
I Ikid, Aat whatever tight we might have, wc IhouM c'^ercife that 
mht with great liberality—it was upon that occafi )n that the 
CnanqdBor of the Exchequer faid, he would fend foi our paiiy 
to heai^ i^Fhat they had to fay, before any c mipetition Ihould take 
Jfilact j but he feemed very pofitivcly determined not to admit 0/ 
^ the blaim that I mentioned. 

About uhat period did this take pTacc I 

1 think it was In the moijth of October. 

239. Subfequent to that period, and previous to your letter of 
-the 23d of November, had you any other communication with 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer upon that fubjedt ? 

I don^t think I had—I think I may fay pofCtively I had none. 

240. When you attended the meeting at Mr. Pitt’s houleoii 
the 25th of November, did you underlland the Loan was to be 
made by public competition i 

When 1 went to that meeting, it was jmpofliblc for me to know 
what would pafs at it, and how the propofaf contained in oui let¬ 
ter of the 24th of November might be received by the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer. 

241. In your communication with the Chancellor of the Ex- 
^quer on the fubjed of a new Loan in the month of Odlobcr., 
did you ftatc fully the claim of the contradloib for the former 
Loan ? 

Not by any^ means fo fully as I did in my converfation on 
tke 24th, and in Mr. Roberts letter and mine on that day. 

24^. Did this converfation with the Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer on the 24th of November pals in ihc prefence of any 
other perfbn. ? 

Yes, in ^e prefence of Mr. Roberts, for whom and for myfclf 
1 bad folicited the interview, by my letter of the 23d, and of nu 
other perfon. 

243. How was the communication made, which you have 
joentfoned, with the Chancellor of the Exchequer in the month 
ofOdober? 

.* It'was in converfation. 

‘ Wai,any othqr perfon prefent at that converfation ? 

Wo. 
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245- When d d you firft hear tKat the 23d of November \ 
the day appointed f .r an intcrvfcv'betwwn the Chancellor of the * 

Ex cheque* ?'’r*d the perfons intending, to offer for the e^foin^''f, 
Loan ? as either on the Saturday or l^riday prpeeding.^ ’ 

246. rioin whom did you receive thit infqrinail^^'jfv a*' 

1 i- c*.u\-i it from Mr. Goldfmid and Mr. Salouib^^ i-i-L. 

who £a;d^ ,hcy had it fr.m the Governor of theSai^ 

247. Mad you no official communication yotiJUfe^ jS 

Govei»:>•.* of the r>ank relpc^iing the manner in 
L^•an W.1S CO be :is,;o:iatc.d, and the time of biddbg ^ 

It Villi f,pLv:it, from my letter of the 2^d of Nqveinb^i 'itgi^ 
learnt ai ihe V?,:\k, that the meeting which had 
fix**tl f-1* day was put off to Wfednefday—the Gov^ng^l^ 
the b«» k ilien told me, that although the meeting of the ii 
dale.' iv tiicn pui oft, itill he and the Deputy Governor 
wait on Mr. Pitt by appointment that morning--,thc Gowfejae r" '• 
twld me that upon his return front Downing-ftrect, he would 
f(«rm me of what had pafli d—and accordin^y 1 called on t^0Pr‘ * 
venjor of the hank <ui his return, and learnt from J ’ 

WcLhi- faay was fixed for receiving the candidates to iho ' v 
prelinjinarics, and that the c jmpetition and final fettlemeQtjdy^k; 
Loan w'ould take place on Friday. . * 

24 8. Wi'sr It not generally underftoad ;hat the Loan " * 

fettled by public compeiicion? ' 

It fecmeii to be the general opinion. . * 

249. Was it not known tliat there were fcveral compctitpri? - 

FcrfciElly known. ^ 

250. Is it not ulu'il in fuch cafes for the day of the firll meet, 

ing to treat for the Loan with the Chancellor of the <. 

to be formally announced to fuch perfons as are known., 
compi'tUors ? 

I have anderftood that the intimation is generally given through 
the Governor of the Bank, and when the Governor of the Bsmk 
communicated the intended meeeting, that had been Origiqally^ 
for Adoadny the 23d, to Mr. Salomons and Gpldfmi'^ who, were 
my friends, 1 believe he conftdered it was the fame ka, if he h^ 1 
announced it to himfelf^ 

251. i)id you then receive this as a &rmd and 
tnunicationf that there was to be an interview between the " 
ccllor of the Exchequer, ani^the perfons intending tq ol^r fer^ 
ending Loan, fbr the purpofe of fettlinjg the prelbouiudcs, re* 
fpcdling the ? 

1 certainly did confider it an Indmaiiom / 

Queftion repeated. ^ 

I cc xiftderedit as an istnnation of vduch I could not 
pofed, or pretended to be ignorant. / , ' 

252. Believing the 22d of November to be tbe day apppint*i 
ed lor treating with the candidates for the Loan, did you not" 
ehiiik it ncce^y to make fome repre&ntauon to the Chancellor 

U2 of 
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t>f tlie E](;eBlftiu^r on behalf of yourfelf and the contraflors for the 
pwioedlhg'lkmi on the fubjedi of year d^*m ? 

l<bdrtalntydid fo confider it, and my letter of that date will 
1 dbdfider it. 

fiiis of fa£l fet out to attend the meeting 

November, without havingmadc any fuch ic- 

N^lraiB 3 mt, where my compting Houfe ia, al »ng with Mr, 

proceeding to Downing Street, to 
t^pdrefentacion previous to the meeting of the candi- 

there 


we 


btfiMvmg e&lled in at the bank on our way, 
tetfiyit ^ bWing vnas put off to Wednefday. 

Wd you not lb?n, from the time of lectiving thecommu- 
niewMfrom tlie governor of the bank, through Mr.^Guidfmid 
Salomons, that Morday the 23d was the day iixedf(f)r the 
inimttg with the Chancellor of the Exchequer on the new 1 oan, 
morning on which that meeting was to take place, make 
t^reprefentation, or take any (iep to ptoCure an interview with 
^ Bm,oA thb fab|ed of your claim ? 

* I did not; 1 pafild the funday at my Houfe In the country, and 
ddriflg the time between the receiving that infoimatiun from Mr. 
G*>ldlmld and Mr. Salomons, until the Monday following, I con- 
ilatttly beptfled* to have received notice from the ChaRtclloi of the 
Exdhequer for me and my party to wait upon him agreta ly to 
what we expeded ; he having aiTuied me, in the month of 0 < 5 lober, 
tliat he Wi uld fend for os, previous to receiving any candidates for 
the Loan • I think proper to add, at the interview which Mr, 
ndbarts and I had with the Chancellor cf the Exchequer, on 
'RIfilfiSQr the 24th of November, lie explained Why he had not re¬ 
ceive any fuch intimation; hrs reafon was, that finding it uoald 
be impoflible foi him to receive the candidates on the Monday, he 
hid mitten a note to that pinpofe on the Saturday to the govei nor 
of the bank, who having goue to tht country, did not receive 
that note until ihe Monday ndlowJng. 

255, Did the Chancellor of the Exchequer then declare it to 
have be enhis intention to have fent*for you, previous to the inter¬ 
view appointed with the candidates for the Loan for the 25th of« 
MdiVefiiDer, if you had not applied %o him f 

Yes. 

a|t6. Had you any communication with the governor of the 
Banleon the luh}e£)rof the new Lo^n, at any time previous to 
your interview on the 24th of November with the Chancellor of the 
Eachequerf » 

Thg only communication which I had with the governor of ihe 
]Ba|ik#ith regard to the Loan, was on the Moumsy the 23d of 
^^ftlovembci previous to his going toDdiivning Street^ and after bia 
» jreturn.. 

*S 7 « 
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257. Do youj^eaa to ftgtf j(bat you hud no communiq^a 
on thdt fubjcdl wlfh thp goyernpr ot the Banki previous to ;h«t 
time' 

Not otherwiie than accidental conver&tlonf when 1 met him 
in the ftreiek 

25 8. IsJt he jpndetftood theo^ that jrpu had no converlhjtiQa with 
the governor of the Bank on the fuhjea of yopi ^ ^ 

Net iinulMonday the ajdof Nov^ber, wbci;i in prefenpe of 
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ing fiom the Chancellor of the Exphequer agreeably 
tnife, previoua to any meeting.of candidates : it was^t 
hrft time, that Ifaidthat our party conceived we ha(| a 
objedV to the negotiation of the loan until the l^ p^yipei 
picceding Loan was completed^* the governor that 
aliiiap confidered that we had a righ, but that as I h« ^ 
mentioned it, it waa not his builnefs to fav any thing ab^tt Tt; 
and then I faid, whatcvci right we might liave, be mig^ 
lured that we would not exerule it in an illibe^ or unlmr Wfqr: 
that lb all that palled. ^ 

259. Did tl c governor of the Bank on thatday« Ital^e to yb'bjipAt 
tht Loan was to be by public competition i 

Ycb. 

260. On what day did the governor of the bank wTr* 

Goldlmid and IVlr. Salomons, that 23d of Novembef was the 
day appointed for the meeting bet>» een the candidates fQX the 
L an and the ChanciUor of the Exchequer ? 

1 prefume it muit have been either Friday the 20th or S^urday 
the 2 id, as it is as to one 01 other of chcie two days that they in¬ 
formed me, 

261, Have you any reafon to believe that the fame iofic»ri^UQii 
Wjis given to the other compcutois for the Loan ? 

1 believe fo. 

262, Did you at any time after having heard that a new Loan 
was to be negotiated, call a meeting of the holders of the ferip of 
tbr former Loan ? 

No. 


263. Did you call a meeting of the original fiiblcribcrs? 

No. I had a meeting oi the contractors. 

264. Had you any authority to afh for a majority of fiib* 
fenbers 01 holders of the fctip i 

No; I did not condder tbj^fimple ferip hold;em as having any 
title to a^l j or any of the Aibfcrri’crs, except the cootradiiQrt, 

265. ^*’e not the holders of icnp riie perions who would he In¬ 
jured, if any injury fhould accrue irom the ncgotiatipp of a 
Loan ? 

There is up doubt that any deprefficm4>f the docks whiclubc'* 
negociatioA of a Loan might occafioo, wopld liUly affed the, 
r4oe of ferip, 

266, Om 
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s66» Cm yon date tbe amount of the ferip reanaiiimg to be 
iveited into ftock, at the time you obj^d tb the negociation 
a new Loan ? 


I s already Hated in my letter^ but I will now Hate to the 
ittee the manner in which I difcovared the amount. I 
It necedary to do To, to account for any tnateuracy whkh 
s difeovered a^ to the fam Hated m that letter. I had 
cxduHve ofthe Myinent upon the Englifh part of the 
lUg hQ 4 Pt which was due 1 think in November, there re- 
1 tcOyOoph ftill to be paid in the ironth ^January, 
ithen 1 hnew, from my own fcnowledcre^ as agent for the Fmperor, 
Utmained nearly about half as much to pav of the A i 
/iron |ilUf9 pf thclown. Having got thefe dita I louni that 
I fimos' tflgetjicir formed a fom of 750,000!. Knowing, 

I thbrefbr<r» that the laH payment on both thefe 1/ ans is of 15 per 
re/r fome other fum, 1 found that otner fum to be prr 

ciCiIyfch millions. 

j udy. What praportion of the fum of five millions of fc-’ 

^ snatBingin the market, was held by the contractors on th^' of 
NoveMerf 

I cannot fay accurately; but I ihould think one nuiilon and a 
half. 


a68. Had you any of it in your hand ^ 

Yes^ 1 had, I Ihould fuppofe from 4 to ^oOfOCol^ I cannot 
fay potitively. 

209 Did the other ^loldcfs of ^enp make any reprelcntation 
to you or. the injury wh ch they would fuHain from the negoc a« 
cion df a new loan f 


No. 

2700 Was any proviiion made fur the the interell of holders 
offciil^who are not contraClors for the former Loan, in the con* 
tradt the new one ? 

No. 

271. Could the contradors for the former Loan fuilain any 
injury from a negociation for a new one, any otherwile than as 
holders of ferip? 

Ycs'^ihcrc is an important dlOlnd^lon between the contradlors 
and fimple ferip holders; particularly with regard to the Loan 
fbrt^ year 1795* It « hardly necdTary to Hate ihe trouble 
which falls excluHvcly upon the concradlors condudUng the de» 
tails of a negociation. Independanr of that natural diHmdlion 
between the contradors and fimj^e ferip holders, there were cir* 
cufnftanees of a very peculiar nature in the cootradt for the Loan 
for the year 1795. The coittnidiors for that Loan were bound, 
jointly and fcvcrally, for the performance of the engagements 
entered into, and before even the Hrft payment was made upon 
the Loan# They remained in that ftatc of rcfponfibiltty during 
A pehod of very great alarm, when Holland was overun by the 
French* in fo that the cmmwn fell down to par, and even 

even 
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to a quarter di&OUjtf. appears t&at the ooi- 

traflors had duties digest bf fimple fcrlp holders, aiM 

in return for Aofe i(Mks 1 coacetFe they have extraorcKnay 
rights, and that it would be encroaching on thofe rights to » 
prive them of the preference of making any Loan which nil^c 
be required within the period to which their contraS extends. [ 

227. It is then to be underftood, as vonr oplnioik!; 'that tW 
contra£lors for the ibrtner Loan, ei^en if they had dfljj^ofeS! W jS 
their ferip, would be injured by a negocUtion d 
vious to the left payment, ftipulated in their dontfm, jlwildt 
they therefore would have a right to a preference,'IF dr 

Loan fhould be negociated ? ^ ^''**^* * 

Yes, they would be injured, in fofar as they would 
ol a right which fecras to me to belong cxdnlivdy to thWf. 

273. In this refpsft what di/linflion can ^ 
the contra^ors and the original fubfenbers ? 

[ can lUtc a ftrong didenflion that exids bctweeil rnym pr 
my houfe, and the perfons uho appear as fubferibers in the We 01 
of the bank. In coarequence of portions of the Load, ullot^lkw 
them, by myfelf or my houfe; thefe fubferibers had ^ net ^ 

the trouble of conducing the ne^ociation ; thev co'nferril tiofS* 
vour whatever upon me by appearing as iuhferibers^' on the Cnn^ 
tiary, I confidered that I conferred a favour upon them, *^^caxtle 
all thefe portions were allotted to them in confequeoceof ihelr 
mod earneft foUcitaiions ; they had befides contracted no refpon- 
libllity dmilar to that which I myfelf had contused, au^ th^ 
were utterly unknown to government. 

274. Did they not equally with you incur the rift, and folF^ 
tain the lofs, which might have accrued at the time thht HoUauil 
was over-run ? 

No^the contradtors were and illll are bound jointlj^^andfeire^ 
rally^ one for the othcr,^«^u/a m fobdum, for the pnynMIt of 
the inftalments, and periormance of the agreements, entered into, 
while the fimple fubreribers were only bound to the extept oip 
their fubrcripiion, and coTifequently they never could have loft 
more than the firft depofit of ten per cent* while the contra&ort, 
on the other hand, were bound to make good the payments to 
the laft fiiiUing of their fortunes. 

275. Was that circumftance, of the contractors bring bound, 
jointly and feverally, in the manner you have deferibed, peodiar 
to that contract, or unufual in contracts for public Loans f 

I underftand it to be Common to all (uch comrads; but 1 
fpoke particularly to the contra^ of laft year. 

276. Is not every fubferiber bound to make good the amount 
of his fttbfeription, and would not the con^a&ors have the power 
of recovering from them. 

1 do not conceive they wodd have any fuch power, the obU* 
gallon being generally to make the depofit of ten per cenu 


WB^OIT ttCTM THE EEI^C* COMIoiTtsE, lie. 

iv tlic contr^a«^(», arifeT *. ^ s . 


. ^ ^ th^ir bdh« for any in- 

femciency or bad faith ot the original foBicribm ? 

CeiDfUnly* 

ajS. U this the mjnrv alluded to, in'tBe the 24th 

on Vihi^h you found yd«lr claim to a pic- 

*Tfo^tiie ittjury 1 allbded^to h ixif letter of life 24 t 1 i of No- 
irtoberi w frecifely what it is there ftated to be, to wit, the m- 
|#rir«i(}^l;he€onti^ as fcri|> holders, who fnaam by the 
aiiiy^cg}^^ icfip wl^le the old ferip was ftill in hand. 

— it tiiea to be underfiood, that the only infory tepre- 
to tbe Chancellor of the Exchequer, ana 6n which 
^ cl^m of the cpntrads fGi^ the former LoSn to a 
!, U thait which they would fufiain as fetip holders ^ 
proceed to explain why 1 entered into that minute 
^rmative t6 fet^—In the converfation which Mr. liobarts 
had with the Chancellorof the Exchtouer on the 241)1 r^i 
_ ,ldfri^hicp J mentioned to him the daim to present the 
nqgjg^ion Of a, X^Oan, untS the lad payment df the predOdiag 
Loan, he faid, he dtd not recoiled any poiltive cnrigctttent to 



the natute of dii^s; then t fstiJ, as a proof of this, let me aflc you, 
if there was any peilod ih the epu^of the ycat ^J'95, at which 
jjre ftonld have bpfn compktey julTOied, in Oj^orfng any Loan 
wjiich you might hdvebrOqght forWatd ? The ChanwBor of the 
Exchequer replied, that tutainl) # hO had brought fir ward a 



equally in ihc month Novtmb'^r. 1 adued, tliat right muH 
hare hmlts; thcrp muA be a period at which it cenftr, and that 
period mui^ necpilarily be that on which the whoV p'^ymcius on 
iJie I^oaii are finilh^'d, upon this, fhh Cl anccllor of the E;.che- 
quer faid, that ihefum uihaimng unpaid was lo very fm»i1h that 
he did not think it could })e Ctnoctily Urged as a rea&n for rot! 

Urn loan; it wa^ upon tliat occafion that I faid, (hiall 
06 the lum h, k is ij pc^ iM, jlpon a larger fa*d, and that larges* 
fum ca](t^ J \0 othvi than fiveWlIions; I thought that ttipon this 
OctaGpa t had clearly demonfbdtcd thae nelthfer fW period 
which, ouf contrail exten^d d^aS aruved, toor wtiife* the pur^ 
of tqc pontrafl accompr&td.^ ^ 

** * WiifiBfew. 

>^4^ declining to alk the gcAtleiiidn^ fof leave to give 

h 11 ^Ine, from whom he ctpe&ed an anfwer on the 29th 
cf Oacber, wh.ch Liter is annexed in appendix, Ko. 6. 

NtFiMU, 
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Mercuric ^3 Decembris 1795. 

Mr. BOYD again called in, and examined. ' 

a8o you Hate 10 the Chancellor of the Eaebequer the 

•iLJ' diftindion which you conceived to exfft betwi^ the 
contraAors. and fobferibers and fenp hoiderb? * ^ 

No. * ^ 

281. Is it to be underftood then» that in poiat 

only injury reprefented by you to the Chancellor of BEdllie* 
quer» on the part of yourfelf and the other contraAora, iMUi ihltt 
which you would fuftam as holders of ferip ? ^ ^ • 

I think it will be found, from the copy of the letter Whidh » 
Mr. Robartsand 1 addrefled to the Chancellor of the 
as well rs from the converfation of which I hare ^iven the acCoUdU 
that I likewife reprefented the lofs of a right which we coapetvett ^ 
wc poficifedt in being deprived of contracting lor the new Ldao^ 

282. Could the centraftors for the Loan of 1795, *«/ * 

pecuniaiy lofs by the introduction of a new Loan, Othetwlife 
than as holders of fcrip t , 

It does not occur to me at prefent that they could ? 

283. What premium did the remaining fqrip of the former 
Loan bear, when you made your objei£Uon, on the of No« 
vember, to any ncgociation for a new Loan ? 

The fcrip remaining 011 the 24th of November bore a price in 
feme degree proportionate to the di^erent ftocks to which the 
different parts of it belonged. I can’t, at prefent recolleft the 
exaft price it bore. 

284. Can you ftate whether the price which it bdHtlpn the 
24th of November, was reduced by the introduction of tlli new 
Loan ? 

It was naturally affedted by that circumftance, in common with 
all the funds. 

285. Can you (late the degree to which it uas fo aflefked ? 

It is utterly impolTib'e to afeertain the precife degree to 
which the ftocks are aifefted by any event, or the profpe^t of any 
evenr. 

286. At what day is the introduftion of the new Loan into the 
market to be confidered as having taken place ? 

The period at which the introdndiion of the new Loan can 
legally confidered as having taken place, 1 fhould conceive muft 
be upon the Loan being voted by parliament, and even with ftridt 
propriety, the abfolute phyfical introdudiion of the Loan onght 
only to oe calculated from the delivery of tht receipts; but it 
is well known that from the moment that the contra^ it imtiie 
with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Loan is bought and 
fold for delivery, although the Uw cannot recognize Mfgflka, 
traufadious. 


X 
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0^7* At vfiiAt period would the n^gociation of a new Loan 
^jluce any feniible c&& on the flocks 

From the moment that .the negotiation ^ of a new Loan is 
mentioned^ at is generally underftood that even that circumflancc 
inufty income degree, afFcA the price of the exifling funds; and 
in proportion as the negociation approaches nearer and nearer, 
Idbt efleft mufi Be, or at Itaft is generally fuppofed to be, in* 

vl^wIVKIe 

n88.^ Can you ftate whether, fince the 24th of November, the 
Itmainitig feri^ of the former Loan is fallen one percent. ? 

{can^ ftate it$ hecanfe it did not occur to me that it would 
be necewy to declare any thing prccifely on that point. 

aa^, you dipofed of the fenp which you flated to have 

been in yaw hands at that period > 

I do not recolledt to have dii]x)ied of any, but mr houfe may 
have difpofed of feme, virithoat my particular knowledge, during 
ffeat period. v 

Was any application made to you by any of the Tub- 
ibribers on your lift for the Loan of 1795, to be admitted tofub- 
foribe for the prefent Loan, on the ground of their having a claim 
on account of their former fifofeription ? 

** No—think I replied to that ijuedion yefteiday. 

V flpi. Qan you recoiled whether any fuch application 
snade by Meiirs. Newnham and Kveritt ? 

No foch application was made to me by them ; thefe gentle¬ 
men did apply to me to be admitted on my lili for this ycar’^ 
jCmn for a very large fum, although they had no ihare what¬ 
ever .in my lift for the Loan of lafl year : 1 allotted them a fmalS 
portion of what they applied for, for which they have exprefreJ 
iheailfhlWfs ve^y grateful. 

*; 4 i/i^hen did you make up your lift hi order to treat for 
the prefoat Loan ? 

1 Jiad Booccafion, in order to treat for the Loan, to make up 
any lift; my houfe, with the other contradors for the Loan of 
left year, being perfedly equal to any loan that might have been 
l^ropofed. 

293. When, in point of faft, was your lift made up? 

^ The lhares of the contradors were fettled on the 6th of No- 
trearilt^, and with regard to the porrions of my (liare in the con- 
trad which ] meant to allot to the different friends who had fo- 
fiiareii in it, they were fettled finally at my houfe in the 
cothitry on Sunday the 22d*of November, and are she fame whids 
appear by the lifts now before the Committee. 

^94- names of all the contradors? 

*Boy4^Benfieid,and Co^M^Robarts, Curtis, and Co,*--*Benjainm 
vskd A* Goldfmid—E. P. Solomons—Peter Tfccluflbn, for lelf 
pid l^S««^George Ward, Bfq. Solomons SaloiDons*«4Rawfon 
Siflabie. Thefe were alfo the contrattors of hift year, and figned 
tike bontrad. ^ 

295 * 



KEPORT PdtOM eOMMlTTES, 

^4$. Do ;dl tMie figned to ih'S 

»contra£t ? ^ 

No*^biit totilEHL^ars who jid this jear %ned for 
thcitifelvtfs and the other cootra^^ors; thofe xvho did hgn werb 
myitlU Mr. Robarce, Mr. ,Go]drinid, Mr. £. P. Salomoas^ and 
Mr. Aiflabit^ and it is pcrfedly undeiilood that Uie abfawt cpn« 
traders were bonod to dgn the contrad wheo required i 
to read to the Committee the title or preamble of the lifiMKkh 
mV t oule lent to the bank, which is as follows: 

Mfilis. Boyd, Bcnheld, and Co. as one of theprindpbl CMr 
trading paitie:» with the Chancellor of the ExobeqdMi 
loan of i 8 millions for the fervice of the^ear 17901 
tha* Mr. Newland will dired the leceipts for the ^Aps^yftalts 
on the fum ^,704,000allotted to them# tobemiadeosMt 
and dtliiwicd as tollows.” ^ 

1 wiih to aad, that my houfe made the payment to the tmipl 
upon the fa d fum of 5,704,000 in one fum, having received fnoii 
the diilerent pa ties the depofit due by each. * i 

296. Is that ufusl ? 

'Whenever it has been deviated from, 1 look upon it as a condo* 
fcenli >n on the part of the pnnapal. 

297 Had yon fettled with your party any terms on which 
you bought the Loan ought to be accepted, fuppoiing it to hh 
put up to public competition ? « 

—my party had implicit confidence in what I ihauld tMn]k 
proper to do, in that as well as in all other refped^; bat I b» g it 
may not be underfiood, from what 1 have now laid, that we had 
come to any relblution whatever with regard to a competitkmi 
feeing we conceived that we had a right to a preference. 

298. Having agreed that the propofed Loan fhouid l|i^igK»fed 
to competition, upon condition that the option 

prcf&ly referred to you and your party of taking the LoMk sft filtll 
a price as fhciald be equal in value to one half fer ctnt> on Ihe 
whole fum borrowed above the highetl offer of the competstOtVs 
had youi'cttled with your party, or come to any determioatiois 
in yttur oi^n mind, as t > the highcll oficr on which you wouM 
make that advance of half cent f 

i had not; it would have been in good time to have come to 
that refolutiQfi when 1 fhouid have feen the offer that was qubde 
it was not underftood that 1 was to make any oficr. ^ « 

299. What was the amoont of four prr fcrip» ortmrljt 

ib, which you held in the former Loan at any tmiie fttbfeqnent 10 
the two firft payments ? r { 

1 certainly held none, as far as I can fpeak from memory* 

300. Did the bark undertake jc& make any of the pagrnMfk^^ 

on the former Loan ^ ^ 


1 onderfiiood they did, ^ 1 believe is generally their 
nficr two or three payfueata^M'e made, 

$ou Jia4 
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fbi. Had yoQ ever aev iHlik a part of the prefcnt 

Loan vtras to Ike in the foiir^ ^ ^ 

1 6 on*t rteolh^l that I had any fudi 
Then pait of Mr Morgan’s evidence, i^elative to a money 
tuanfadiion to the amount of 90O1O00I. feppofed to have 
^ Wfed between Mr Boyd and the Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer. bcj^ng read to the wirnefs: 
alked t 

^|ot. Can you ftate any thing relative to any fuch tranff 

f can Chfe every th'ng that related to that tranfaflloii,—Early in 
the Aogtift, if my memory fei ves me, the Chahcellor of 

the BxChSwp^ ^t tor me, and ^tked me if it would be quite 
COairtotedtIbi* me to anticipate certain portions of the payments 
on the t«onn and Lottery, which remained unpaid op and to be- 
' OMh dne in the months of November, December, and January, 
itt 'ealb the public fervice (ht uld find fuch anticipation neccifary 
convenient; I replied, that from the abundance of money 
* then prevailed, 1 had no doubt whatever of being able to 

tBtSke the antidpation propofed. He aflted me at what rate of 
intereft I fliould be able to make it, and 1 replied that I could 
not venture to undertake it at a lower rate than the ufual rate of 
cent for although 1 found that mon«*y was then abundant, 
for Bills of Eitchange, at the rates of 4^ and even 4 per e nt. that 
it would be dangerous for me to reckon upon that abundance 
fo laige a fum of negociations was in contemplation, and 
that belides, as 1 fhdiild probably be obhgcd to negotiate, fuch 
Ei|e£ls as I might receive in return for the money fo to be aJ- 
i^ncdd, by the u t^rvent on of brrkers t> whom I muft in that 
cOmmiffion, my undertaking it at a lower rate than 
erv/ might expofe me to a£lual lofs upon this re- 
it was agreed, that if the anticipation ihould be re- 
qiOTed, thb intereil u^)on the advances fhould be calculated at the 
rate of 5 per cent As to tjbc mode of rciinburftmcnt, the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer afleed me, whether treafury warrants 
dl^oold anfwcr my purpofc ^ I replied, that in p int of folidity he 
cCuld give me nothmp better or more laiisfaftory; but that in 
cafe I fti'^uld wifh to realize thefe warrants, I could not bring 
fh^n yinto the market, nor would it be confitient with the cefpec- 
of my houfe, 10 endeavour to raife money upon thefe war- 
stima, in cale the advances fhool^ become inconvenient. Ac that 
interview between the Chancellor of the Exchequer and mt, the 
only thing that was refolvcd upon was, that if the anticipation, 
Acttld be required, the money moft aifurcdly ihould bn found s 
that the pte of intereft fhould be five per cent, and tl at I fhould 
dohfider of the mode of rdmbnrfenient which, under all the cir- 

f aflancqs fhould appear to tnc thd ittpft convenient, provided 
t chert tras nmiung m thi^t mode incompauble with fbims of 
mibiic offices. 

X ought 



MPORT FROM TSHE mSCT COMMITTEE, ^ 

1 ought to have ftated, t'^t at that firft interview* I AiOngly 
commended to the Chaacnilor of d^e £xchequer the propriety it 
fecrecy with regard the t^aofa&Iofi propofed, giving as my reh- , 
fon, that the moment the pdblic fhould difcover that fuch a ne** 
gociation was going fonyard, in all probability that knowledge^ 
would produce a very great fbarcity of money* aud that thus the 
operation to which 1 confented with a view to the phUtCjlesvice. 
might be rendered extremely difficult, if not in ibme 
fcated, 

It IS nccclTary to fav, that the Chancellor of the Exchtt^et^l 
me as a reafon why the anticipation in ^ueftion migh|f^ | 
fary, that perhaps the bank of England might not findjRf^- 
ent to make it. ^ 

On the 25th of Augufl: I faw the Chancellor of th^ Z^cIS 
again; when he told me, that he found he ihould 9ot| in 
cafe* have occafion for fo large a fum as he had originally m 
tioned, which was from two millions to two millions 
half* if I am not miftaken; and he ieemed* to be rather 
as to the periods at which the money would be wanted? 
was at that umc rather prefltcl foi time, the interview voV 
ihort,and therefore the next day, to wit, the 26th of Augu&,X 
addre/Ted to him a letter on the d* which I beg leave to 
and deliver in a copy, ^ 

I perceive that 1 ought to have mentioned* that I Kad fis]^ 
gelled to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, as the mode whiw 
appe ired to me the mod convenient* and the uncommon tm: 
the rcimburfement of the advance^ which I might make, wojiU 
be b} bills of exchange upon the treafury. 

[ Tiien a copy of the (aid letter* dated 26ih of Augufl I7$5v ifat 
delivered in*and read,and is inferted in Appendi|uKo7} 

I received no anfwer to this letter for a week or a 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer having gone out of tpwh 1 
upon 1^16 return early in September, he fent for me^ and 
newed the fubjeft of the ncgoculiop ; when it was agreed that i %6 
fum wanted would not exceed one imlUon, that 500*090!, of tnv 
money would be wanted about the 20th of that monib* and thF 
other 500,000!. about the 20th of Odober •* and in conTequence 
of this arrangement 1 received* on the lath of September, w ofr 
ficial letter ^om Mr. Long relative to the tranfaflion* wh^ X 
beg leave to read* and deliver in. ^ 

[And the faid letter was accordingly delivered in, and reaoj, 
copy whereof is inferted in Appendix, No. 8.] ^ 

In coniequence of that Authority 1 addrcfled* on the 14th of 
September, a letter ro Mr. Long, which! alfo beg leave tp rea^ 
and deliver in a coppy. 

[And the faid copy of tho £ud letter was delivered 
is inferted in Appendix, No. 9.] 

1 alfd dcfire to read and deliver in a l^ond lettq: ! 

£ong, dated the 17th of September* 



from T^E At. 

[Aadllie fame wap accor^iiiKiy Jelivered in. and is iofertrd 
in A{)p^ix« NO* 10^ 

Th^Q are iil xhe circnmftatpees whicii ocmtrdl^ me at preCrn^ 
M being nonelTary to mention relative to the tranfaQxon in quef- 
ttt»h 

Wha^ was the amount of the &m aAually advanced iu 
lA^^anner? 

Not more than 700^000!*' 

|04» Are you certain it was as much ? 

^ ft celtefnly was not more. 

Walter Boyd, Junior, at the time thefe 

lOoLyV^P^ was he at the time the bills beer date ^ 

*' ife wni at Hamburgh, as jnciiUoned in my letter to Mr« 

lyAnyv* 

^ What was the reafon for antedating thofe bills f 

* ]|Oendfe if they had been dated at the time they were drawn 
miift have liorne date at London, which would have iinme<« 
<^toe)y poldiibed the tranfaflion, which for the beft of all 
f^rpofes mean the public fervicc) 1 was fofoUcitous tp con- 
CIsnL 

1^408. Were any of thefe bills offered for dilcount at the bank ? 

Kone of them were ever oiFered by me, or by my houfe. 1 
cannot fay whether 2.fcer I had negotiated thefe hills, any of them 
were offered at the bank by the indorfecs. 

,509. Do you conbdci it as a regular commercial tranfa^iioa 
|i^,af)eiion to draw bilis as from Hamburgh, when he is aciualiy 
London ? 

^ Q^tamly it is not the ufual mode, and indeed caanot be that 
'Ih tianfadions generally take place. 

Jsfucha pradice kerned among merchants angular 
commercial tranfadion ? 

The queftion icfelf IhenjihiifonteAibly, that it cannot be a re- 

S larcofomcicial tranfamptn;* it ip as regular as the circum. 

nces of the cafe, with all the views which it was neceifary to 
confider at the time, conM admit of; it would have been eafy fur 
U> have rendered the tiranfaftion much more regular, by 
living orders to a houfe at Hamburgh to draw theje bills upon 
»Imfury r hut then I mud have communicated to that hopic 
; the drafts, wbiq^ 1 wiihed to confine as much as 

l|ihle 10 the knowledge of own houfe, and thofe immedi* 
ateiy conneded with it, and 1 lifcewife have paid that henfe 
ip^ommiffion for drawing the billfl^ which would have thus bc- 
copne a ^aige upon the treaiiiry. , 

I gii. ,Sute to the Comnittefjrottr peafpn for wi/hing to con- 
Ane the knowledge of the tramd^ tp your own h^, and 

I thiols 



REPoW FROM SifcRCT COMMITTIIE, 

I think the committeeitfill fiR 4 the eccp^^nt I gave in my 
vei facinn with jhe Chancellor of the Eachequcr, the leafon why I 
wifheci fo partict^Slilrty ttofceep this tranfa6iion a fecret; vtic* that 
the knowledge of it wSuld have produced a fcarcity of money. 

31 a. Did yoUt previoufly to the 2$th of November, receive any 
olTurance whatfpever from the Chancellor of the Ex^!&eq^eef» or 
trom any perfon authorized by him, that your Hotlfe or 
fhould have an offer of the Loan without competition ? y 
No—never the mod diffant infinuation. 

^[3, Did you think any part of your right to a preft]Mi€e^|R 
a coinracSior to the new Loan, wai> grounded onthUmoite|' f 

aftion ? ^ 

Moft certainly not. I never had any e^'^penvion of Rcir 

dll there e\er paf& between th< Chancellor of the ExcKeqw 
an> perfon authoiissed by him, any tin'll on which 1 coUld 
any inch exptcUtion. when 1 confented to the propofed 
n >n (T mean rcfpe^ing the ant cipation) I took no merit at ad tio 
xnyfelf in having confented to it. 1 faid, that from the ahiinddAtl^ 
ot money there would be n) diiliciilty in doing it; and in all nil|y • 
c^mmnnicitions with tht Cha icellor of the Exchequer, the fccitiu 
of the treafury, or anv other perfon relatue to that tranf-^ 
TtiLion, there will not be found, not did tner ever exift on my 
put, the moft diffant tnlinuation that 1 had any preferable iri|^ 

CO the Loan on account ot that trani^£tion. I think proper to aad» 
that the Chancellor of the Exchequer, ha\ing tn Tome degree 
i ouoLi»-eJ me with confiding to me the fecret of the public fervice 
K jailing abidance, I ihoiild have confidered myfclf as contemp¬ 
tible in my ovn eyes, if I had foimed any pretenfions m tome- 
qucnce uf th^'t confidence: 1 will add further, that I was ex- 
tiemtU iiittercJ with the idea of hating thus had anoj^rtunity 
of reiulcnng n feiMCC to the pcblic r^ithout anv hope W 
whatever, and tint it] was fuch an opportunity <r> perhaps itngkt 
'‘neter occiinga n ^ 

514, Did an> p“ifon, who you edne^ived was acqu^iintcd 
tht 0 inu ns of th Chanc llor of the Eiicliequer-, ever gi\e t ou the 
imall^R hint that inch fetv cc would be acceptable, and would hc 
confidered as having been fo upon fiibfequent occaiion 4 ? 

No, never: on this occaiion 1 wifh to add, that 1 diicovered b;|^ 
occafional com erfations with drffeient people, that the public had 
taken up the idea, that the operation which had been animad^if^ned 
upon had been entered into under |!tie profpcta or prothife of be%g 
prefeiied for the next Loan : I fpurnedthe idea, and nevCr faitea 
to exprefs my indignaiion wheuit was mentioned. ^ "" 

315. Did not yonr knowledge that the firil clafs oFbills, datH 
Hamburgh, Aug all 7tb, became due on the lotk of D^cembeV, 
induce you to believe that the firft payment on the n^w Loan 
would ht required early ip tbkt ^ ^ ^ 

No, it did not. 1 beg leave to call to the recolledion of tmlr 
committee, that I did not underfland 1 waa lending money to go- 

vernmmis 



*L*WSrttT tKOU THB SBttCt C0M1 «ITt|e, &C. 

Vemment inrhitli had «6t be^a Vot 9 dby^||lkiHi 4 intot,but that I waa 
anticipating to government tb^ re^etot WtaaiM'Mrch had been 
irotff8» dtiowhic^ would becomeOayaolt ti the difeharge 

drawn. 

^1®, Had you any other money tntflaAioii wUh gdvemihent in 
tifemrte bfthe year, befides thofe you have mentioned f 
' letter which I had the hono^ t6 deliver* dated the 

^aodk^Augttft (hews that I bad t and bender I had at dilFercnc 
l^c$ opened credits upon the continent for different furns^ agree, 
^ly to orders of government. 

In what form was the condition expreflid which is mt*iN 
turned 4 |gmrletm^ the 24th of November* that na 

ee Loan Ihould be made unt 1 the period fitted foi 

the.lwl j^ayment of the Loan then contracted for fhould be 

r condition bad been reduced to any form* there could not 
Jhm^evereiciiled any doubt as to our claim; 1 have sdready ftated, 
account I have given to the committee of my converfa- 
md With the Chancellor of the Exchequer Ob the 24th of Noven- 
"UrA** id tne ptefdbce of Mr. Robarts* in reply to the oblbtVation 
pf the Chancellor of the Exchequer, that he did not reColleCt any 
te^ttve tmgigement* as to the point on t^hich I fouiried my claim* 
x&t that engagement was either poficive or implied—and then I 
proceeded to ^nnonftrace that the claim was founded on the na¬ 
ture of things'. 

^ 318. VoualTelt in your lettetv that the contra^ was entered 

under that condition; has the Chancellor ofthe Exchequer at 
suqr time acknowledged* upon being reminded of it by you* chat 
lie OMi^eed to that condition ? 

't‘'b«ieave to reftr to the evidence, which I had the honour of 
j^vhlgyeflerday* for ananfwer to this queftion. 

^ ' Withdrew. 

Mr. BOltJ) Oj^in called in* and examined* 

319. If the money which have been men¬ 

tioned* was ^nly an annbipation of the Loan of 1795, why was the 
payment of the laff dais of them defened to a period fomuch 
Jater than that fixed for the laft payment of that Loan ? 

I beg leave to ftate to the committee* what paffed between Mr. 
and me about the change in the period for the payment of 
|tiwbills. Mr. Long men^pned upon that occafion* that there 
%ere certain forms which fre^ilkntly produced delays with regard 
to thclflblngbf money, SLn4thUtit was in order to be perfectly 
fcre that no part of thefe foitWcldnld poflibly ^omittedi that 
the treafocy wilhedfo mud) latitude in point of time fot the pay- 
Miif of the bills* beyond the'JSel^lh^l bt which the fundi for dif- 
cPrg&k them w&Qtd be bank. 

f^2o* uh *vihat ground &f dWdljlR^ you effure t|K Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer, that if he cepfeniea to a private negotia- 

tion* 



lt£PO&T FROM tHB SELECT COMMITTEI^ &C« 

t)On, your oSfr fl|Ould he fullt as lib^alas if you had no pidfer-^ 
cnce, aad ilm iti.iho4d oqual his oxficAation ? ^ , 

It was 4iot OB 0^ groBod of ci^lcalation that I ^red the Chan^ 
cellor of the EaiKqner, that In the event of a private negotiation 
my offer Ihonld be as liberal as if 1 had no preference. it was 
from feeling in my own mind, that upon that as upon all Oipcafions^ 

I fhould be fully as liberal when any matters were left to ^ own 
decifion,a81 Ihuuld be under any contrpul whatevot* , 

421 . Did you know what his expcftation was? * 

No. / ' "X- 

322. Did the preference prppofed to be given to ypu, or.NdH'it 

not, put an end to the competition ? * jj.* *N 

The competitors certainly refufed the compeiat^h ao peo^ 
pofed. ^ ^ 

323. Is it pollible to reconcile a predetermined prefcr<^lfl#^lo 

favour of any one competitor, to the principle and efie& { atfim 
competition f ^ 

Without pretending to decide what is poffible In liMiiaft; 
on that, or indeed on any cafe of competition, I can 01^ that* 
it was perfedtly poifible tor the competitors to have offered agree¬ 
ably to the m^e propofed. 

324. Has it been ftated to you by the Chancellor of the £a* 
chequer, or do you know on what principles his prcdiftftijln in 
favour of public competition is founded f 

I do not know the principles upon which that predileftlon 
founded, though 1 have realon to believe that it iXluft be founded 
upon a perfualion he mud have, that the principle of comp^l^ion 
gives the faired chance of obtaining themed price. 

325. Suppoiing the competition to have proceeded witio the 

preference propofed in your favoui, woujid you hav^ gt^thidt the 
following ode?; ^ 

£, 120 — 67 I 81 — ~ 

25 — 66 i 16 13 ^ 

38, 6d. annuity at 18 ; 3 4 9 


ICO i9 6 

Difeount 3 per cent. — ^ ^ 

£’ ^ 

by bidding half per cent, above it ? ^ ^ 

If fttch an offer bad been made, and had been found to tie the 
highed, I fhould then, and only then, have detertnmea what 1 
had to do. 

526. Do you know, or have you any ground for believitt|U ^at 
the number of perfefis hoUk^ portions of the j^ve mpliona 
rciip|4 which weredoa^jllielii ^ market on the 24th of Ndtein** 

y Or, 
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b«r, wat greater is Tour lift than in the Sft of Mr. Morgan ov 
Mr. MeUil)!/ 

X rcaUy know nothing about h. 

* W^hdrew. 


Xfyrcurn^ ao®, Seyanvarii 1796 . 


Hr. AEijRAHAM NilWLANP, cajled in, End examined. 

|>7> yOEprineipalGElhieroftltt bank? 

i aS. How long have yon been in that fituation ? 
ttehteen years* 

l?roia year fttoadDn are you not conveilant with the 
tttj^lfidnna rcfpeCling Loans i 

3 ^ 0 . Fcob your experience in tran&Aiono of this nature, 
ihoiild you hare thought, if a new Loan was made, the firft pay.- 
aa^t tn which nrs to tak*place previous to the latt piyment of a 
|Xlseed1i)g one, fuch a circomftance would be a laatter of juft 
complaint to the contra^rs of fuch preceding Loan I 

I believe they would in general have made fuch a complaint, 
tectnife H is uaderftood that Ith old JUuw Ibould heftmlhed before 
a new one takes place. 

3)1, Would tlm contfaifVors in fuch cafe have any canfe of 
complaint, fnppofing them to have difpofed of the fciip of the 
fisrmer 

1^ ibnuH apprehend not. 

la)«. .^o you conceive ^at the centra^rs would haveanv 
di^ ^ftinftfrom that of original fubfeobers or fcriplmltdera > 
I Ibonld think not. ’ 

331' Can you flate, framyooreMerience in the negotiation of 
famer Loans, the time that has aiuaUy clapfed between making 
the coi|jtrai& with the ChapeeUor pf (he Exchequer, and the opeif 
iHg of budget? 

|t vuies foroetimes: T believe three or four days, and iomC'. 
wy two days: 1 don’t know but it may have been a week 
O^tf^lly, bat 1 can’t fpeak uikb cermoty ? 

. jM, Are y«m enabled, from ymrO^cial fituaiMn, to know tha 
diiterent n&s incurred by ute contrs^rs and the fubicr^rc go 
a Loan ? 

1 ftMMddstppiwhend that i| tj|K,,j[hb&nbers to the Loan do nob 
fiilMt^utis|i<tgcnie«M w«h that the comraaors 

to fidfil tbeiM )i^%i Withdswr 


Mfort fkom thb select committee^ i6j 


Mr. B O y D again called in, and examined. 


135 * 7 °®** Cdlkd for by the Chancellor of the 

excliequer } 

No. 

336- Did the Chancellor of the Exchequer knQW the of 

your lift, at the time when th€ qjiaUfiad bidding was decided 
upon ? 

No* he did not, and as far as I know« does not 
this moment. ^ 

337 Do yon think the contradkors are bound to* wilt^h oM^he 
inietells of the fublcnbers to their lifts, M far an refpedbrtluei|jei^«k 
formance of their conditions cf the bargain f ^ *^4 

1 he contracliors certaml owe no particular doty to 
fenbers, they on the con nary confer fhvoia u|iO!n tho fii»jCQt|fft)Ora» 
and in io far as the performance of the engagSBeQU ts 
It IS their own particular incereft which the cqntradUirs watdi d^r » 
whoa they attend to the due perfornidnce of what the luhfaribetS 
underiJet. 

fjS you think the cnctrSdors are bouiid to infift tm^ 
got crnYtient's perfotming their part of the oonditigoa of fillip 
bargain ? 

Moft undoubtedly. 

3 39. Are they not boumd Ib tb do on aoeOutit of the fuUcfibeiu 
to then lifts? 

Not paiticularly on acoount of the Ibbforibere, but geaesally 
for the intereft of all conceined. < 


340 Did the cafe ot the contractors for the LoaQ^ thrfer- 
vice of the year 4793, made previous to tWJdad pay¬ 

ment of the preced»iig Loan, conftiibto a iimiiar right to what 
yOu tafCfttd upon in the cafe of the |iU!elent Loan ? 

It IS not far me to define whStt wor^ the tigliU of thqir^oQ- 
tratlors for the Lean for the Service of the year 1794 j all that I 
know of the m.itter i**, that it is always underftood, when the 
Loan for ihe yc?r 1795 was negotiating, that tboi firft payment 
on that Loan cou’J not take place until the laft payment of the 
preceding loan u is made, 

341. Did the Cbancelkir of the Exchequer mention 

ofthepetfons whom he menttoniMl to you> as neceffary to be con* 
fulted by him on the nature of the claim of preference nluch you 
had ji^ up? ^ t 

No, he did not, 

342. Did any thing ototoohs* pefs between you andthoother 

Parties, when you wuowaitSi^fbr the CbaocOllor of the Enche** 
qutr in Downing Succdyihlthlr 4 stEof Miattvt tnyMr 

clairfv^ 


Nothing, 


y * 


343 * 
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343* Did for the qualified bidditi* of one half per cmt^ 

in favour of the public wholly originate wiw you! 

EaIMv and exclufively. 

344. Did any thing prticular pafs between you and the other 
your return to the room, and previous to the ar- 
jiTall#|dMtX2WceUor of the bachtquer, relative to your claim f 

A 349 ^ 2 M 4 tise Chancellor of the Exchequer on this occafion, or 
oa any other i» whiclt you have been concerned as contractor, 
werVeoMtukud any name or names to be placed on your lill of 

Mevfe* 



of any name or names to be plactd in your lilt ? 


347« Could you, as a man of bufinefs, have made up your m nd 
« on the {ffecife prke you would give relative to the Loan, with- 
nnt hearing m the circumftance the Chancellor of the Exche^ 
quer mightto Rate previous to the binding? 

* be fiste I might have made up my mind upon the fobjed, 
tvitheut any explanation whatever, but I ihould in that cafe have 
acted Vet V imprudently. 

34S« V/oifId not the refenritioti for a poiSble Loan for the 
Emperor^ and for a Loan for Irdand# and for the funding of the 
navy debs mah^ a very material patt of your confideration in 
fe im iai g your judgment for a final ofier ? 

Ud(4oubtcdIy- 

/ 2^9^ ^Are you certain that the other parties who cime as com- 

petiturail^r the Loan, withdrew from l>owning-[lreet before any 
eipiab^ion of the prelimiailrh 1 took place ? 

Vm. t » 

Is fimee prr mt* iheMCaal difcount upon all Loans? 

1 mlieve it has been the tiiiial rate of dilcount upon the 90I. 
per tend or Any other part of the po per cent from the day on 
which the ameipated payment is made to the date of the laft 


paydient. ^ 

351. Were the reftrves of laft year’s loans for public compa¬ 
nies dHkredt from tbofe of preceding year's ? 

I believe noO—but I can’t fpeafc to roforves of preceding years; 
having never, till December I794f made any contract with go¬ 
vernment for a Loan. ^ 

352. If you had contraded for the Eagliih Loan, without be« 

!ng previouily informed of the Mofiiililiiy of an Aullnan Loan 
being Wanted, afidvthat an Aunkrian was afterwards to 

take*plttee udth a difierent fet o B ie ntiieg to are you not of opi¬ 
nion that that event wijht prove Vlfjj^ihre^dicial to fuch a b.ir- 
gain 9 ih the Bnglilb Loaxi ? 
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^ The cafe fup(io^ coi^ not poffibly happen, unit h the Cb^n^t 
cel>6r of the Exche^^icr had (which { conceive ht ccmid not hav^ 
the intention of drawing U8 into a bat gain wichtmt the kavuN 
ledge of all the circumftances likely to aftedt that bargain. 

25 V When the other coinpeutoxs had kft Downin^Arettf^OR 
on the 25th of November, and th^ Chancellor of 
had withdrawn to confider on the terms of the I^oan ttf 
feiic y ear—did you, whillt he was abfent, m *k« a:Ay 
to ^ourfclf of what thofe term*? might probably be? SJui 
1 did not, but fome of my party rtid. ♦ WN» v*; ^ 

354. Do you hnow how near their calculationB were 
teimb oficred by the Chanctllor of the Exchequer ^ 

1 can’t venture to lay poiitively, but I per&^tly rrcoHeAtfcli^ ^ 
wc were Ibuck with the wonderful coincidence of the calolht^ 
lation<(, and theteims offered by the Chancellor of^the ExoheqiIMt 
395, Did you not contrad in the Iri/li Loan of lall year? % / 
\es, 

376. Was not that Loan difpufed of by public cojRpetltiowf 
Yts. , t 1 

I>0 yjii recolleft what wa‘! the d fierence Iwtwwi th® 
highcfl and loweft order made by the compejbUors for thaiE’' 
Lvan f . *(*■' 

1 do not recollcft cxaftly, bat J know that my offer was very ’ 
inuLh more in favour of the public than any one of the other 
ofici*'; as far as my memory Icrves me, i think my^offier^eKCceMi 
tlic Iiigh.ll of ihc other offeis by nearly hvc fjr cent 4 0/ tbetjpa'w 
pital. peihaps, when 1 fay io, I Ukewife Like ^nto coniidp 9 ir^ 
tion the price of the lottery, for which I alfo contrafted, my 
nion being, fo far as 1 recoiled, that the Jrifh goveinmentA^vA 
about 50,0001. by my bavin(> been a competitor ^ « . 

'•jh. You have fpoken of a light in ititi.contradors as dii|{f|« 
guifhcd from the right of the fublcribets, do you conceive thatjP| 
IS c impeteiit to Luc contr^dors to exeocife or furreuder tbM* 
light to the deinment of the fubfenbers? ^ ^ 

1 iindeiltand that in the exerciie of any right which is pofleik 
fed excluhvely of the perlon fo cxcrcihog it, lie only follows what 
he conceives to be his own inurcit, or what happens to be the moft 
agreeable iohimielf. 

359 mean to contend that the con»radors for tlic 

fent Loan may fandtion or oppofc, as of right, the sutrodu&Qia 
of a ntw Loan in the couife of a month or two ? 

1 really have not made up vaf mind on the fulsjed; if fuch a 
calc ibpiild ocLUi, as it would be altogether new and nnexpeded# 

I fliottld then confider what t/ha 4 ^> do* ' , , 

36 D. When > t)u fell any prftpartifciof your (hare in a Loan* » it 
not to be under deed that to the buyer yo|u vdiofo 

interelf in fttch piopouioaitfi^ foM ? ^ ^ ’ 

C( icainly—but I do notJinderftand that while I fell or alien^ 
a part of the Loan, I transfer any part of the inalienable and in* 
licicnt right whkh b longs cicluliidy to me as a contrador. 

361 Ycti 
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* s6l. have faid* tkak the ]^(»|AitioTis of t)te different 
faojTcrihefe vrei« allotted Uk tbeia in coa^eqaenee of their mnil 
oarnei^ lldictmipnsv is that oiaant with regatd to the fiibtoribert 
both as to the laft Loan and the prefent I 

Xfs. 

When did the Governor oftlie Bank» whofe name ap^ 
In 3fonr lift, foliot'to be put down for a ^are ? 

I d«a*t TccoUcd^ cxa£tly'» bat 1 luppofe it maft have been 
feme tfeie in Odobcr. 

i 63* When did you infonn him of the ihare which you intcnd- 
tftlkgtavthimf 

1 aam^jt r(^olk£l exa^lly—the general letter of advice was fent 
|o M thn friendl to whom we had allotted portions of the Loan 
^ the 2cth of November. 

gSj^ Had you any comerfation with the Governor of the 
I^Onkt on the udijed of the (hare which he was to havt m vour hil^ 

Yes^I certainly did fay to him, fome lime in the month of 
iDStober* when I met him accidentally m the ftreet, that it would 
give me great pleafure to accommodate him as far as ibould be in 
any pqiwer^ and this was the only aofwer which I gaVe to any 
Mdy, previous to the 25 th of November** 

505* WJieu did you hrit mentiou your intention of undertak¬ 
ing to eoptr*^ £or the prtieoi Loan, and to whom ? 

1 never did formally announce any intention on the fubjedl; f 
was applied to frbm all quartets* requeuing to be admitted upon 
ir*y kit, if I (hoidd make one, and thus was as it were pointed 
upon by tae public to propoie ior the Loan. 

' 266* When 4 id you firft engage any of your fitends to take a 
fmt with you in coutradting tor the Loan i 

lhave mready laid, that 1 nevei engaged any of my friends to 
talK a ^<hare^ 

^76. Do i^a ftate, that, without any hififtance, 

bopie waacompeKM to advance upon a Loan the lum of 
^9^04^000! 

1 do mean it, and did fay it—«>not precifely that we were able to 
aidvance the whole of that fum, but that \\c Mere pciledtly able, 
and even provided wyh the means of making depofit upon the 
whole of that fum. \ 

'368 When did you firft converfe wirii the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, or any cotiiidencal olEcial perfon, on the fuujed of 
the Loan for 1796. 

1 rceo^e^ none, ezeopt dievj||pver£3tions 1 have already men- 
tioiinds and f am ftiae 1 ha4''Vdl^ with any other official pesfoo, 
but the Chancellor of the 

. meoMP^fMK. Goldfmtd, orto any ether 

^r&n, your expe^tion orwivioglhe Loan by a feparate con- 

liivex, fixeeptingfo ^ ttf^glOnill of the ligin ttpm v^hichi 
m finally did obtain it. 

370. Having 
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370. Having (UtcdtlHit the Chattwllor of ihc Excheq’ttcagayjfe ^ 
yon, as a xcafon wby the anticipatioi^ on the might 

nececeflary, that perhaps the BaiMt^of Englai^ i^ht Rot find it 
convenient to make St» do yba not confider that a privatehpafe, 
which advances £. 700,000 to afSft the Treafury whcR the' Bank 
of England does not find it convenient to do { 6 , ddhfifm 
traordinary favour on tlic Treafury fo aflifted ? ^ 

I certainly doconfiderthatin making that advance I ' 

a fervice to the Treafu^, but it will be found m ; 

I have given of the trairfadion, that I could render thfs 
without rifle, inconvenience, or lofs, and that therefore/ 
happy in the opportunity of Tendering it; with regard to 
haps not being convenient for the .bank to make that adWujce.'jt 
only confidered that the Bank might at the tinfe be undef 
advances in other refpefts for government, and f can 
ccive that it may fotnetimes happen that an individual ihriy fini 
Cv)nvenieDt to make an advance, which the Bank of “ 
may not chufe to make. 

37i* .*Atthe time of contraaing for the prefent XbairV WdA 
you in advance to govcrtrmeia^ion any other aceduttt belldes ilfii 
anticipation on the laft Loan *-' ■ j . ' T 

I do not recoiled that I was—I rather think' not,' hlid ifty a(^ 
vances for govemmenc on the anticipation were iejpriB' by Wf 
acceptances of the Treafury. ' ^ t 

372. Had you been, intbecourfeof tbc 

on any other account ? .... 

Yes -I had occafionally, as I believe wilt M fobnd 
roant of the tranfadion relatnreto the anticipation. 

373. Can you explain the nature and amount of thbl^'idi 

vances ? ^ ‘ " 


I can fay from memory, and therefore not accurate!^, tlijt dt- 
cafionally t'purchareddollarB'for the ufi^bi^v'erOiteot,\np e(^ 
bliOied Cecils on the Cpntment at difiS^rent times; T do not M 
collcft the amount cither of the one or the other-^ perbs^ 
exceeding in the whole, including credits and advideeva or 
. 300,000. - .' 

374, Did yoju pay into the office of tjj^r Paymafter Geaetsd 
X. 500,000 eceprding to the diredions of Mr. Long^i letter qjf 
the I2th of September? . 

Yc.s. 

375- Into whofe hands did you pay it f 

Mr*. Richard Molefworch^ apOttntattt to the Office, 

^ 376, To whom did you pay tiui^ainddr of the firm adv^^ 
in anticipation of the Loan foe i57^f ; ^ ' a 

To Mr. Molefworth, exce{Aii^^%^^J^ had 070^40/ 

fumiihed <ii| dollars* ' ■’ i 

377. Have the bills draW^a t&mmc of Mr. W. Bqyd/&6; 
and dated'at Hambnrgh^TP^iite^ ^rhidi Wfe^CWcd 
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far the Tre^urr. and K'Miiic due the lolih of X)eceii>ber lalt, 

I'fttppnie (U^Ottierw'i^e 1 h^ve of'tu* 

^ J78|^ VtTerc thofe bills on (Simpcd paper t ^ 

.Ldppotre^olk^l—I ratliet thinlc: not, bat It is ehntr tbe B^nk 
millt bave cooAdcred them as complete and properi othcrwiie 
^srowUeROt kave paid them. 

i you tiunk, that the would have confidercd them 

/wrpi^ippleiteau^jpriwery if the) had known tb^t in point of fadt 
dl^isrit m England, and were not upon*^ftamped paper ? 
know what to think on that fubjedy becaufe it 
and which nobody had 

- ''to4oyJth* , 

I. niPt know that there is an Adi of Parliament, re* 
id bills ofcKchange^ not payable to bearer, to be 

why tlicfc bitts, drawn as dated from Ham. 
rp^bably not be on llamp paper, is, becaufe 1 intended 
tie t0 nave been adtually drawn from Hamburgh, by m) il- 

j!Q)I| Ntr, jan^r» and they would acludlly have Uetefl draw'n 

fiuel arrengemeot regarding the ^Mteipation 
i taken ^ origuiafly expelled~-bir Mr. 

England before the tranfaf^ion 
^ pPff > lIl^^^nLondon the oitlB which he would other* 
<?om Hamburgh. 

|Si^ Was there a payment on the laft Loan due on the 27th of 

cannot iiy accurately, but f think was about that time. 
"*** 38a* W«is amount of tlie Navy Debt atin^ in the market, 

ai the^ij^aae of the negotiation for the Loan ? 

, 44 vba^t the Navy Debt is contained in the ac* 

CLanccllor of fte Exchc- 

383', p6 yjoa fnean to fay> chat the amount of the Navy Debt 
Was not at that that time nearly afeertained, and well known to 
^ cyery^perfon convcifant in ihofc matters f 
^ I can only ^leak jTrom my own. knowledge.^! was not ac« 

S uainted at that time with the amount of the Navj^ Debt, or Navy 
lilb—it was not of Importance for me to kndw, but it waj of 
"jgreat importance for me to be informed what part of that debt, 
whatever it might be, was in the courfe of the year to change its 
nature, nod from a floating become a funded debt. 

38^ Do you conceive it wal pofliblefor any pe.fon likely to 
rfler for the Loan, to know part of thofe bills were likely to 
b0 paid in ready stoney, A tnight be nebefTary to 

iond, titthe ihojild be told item, the Chencellor ul the Kxche* 

. Wr: . 

^ Ibi^v of no tR<it4ji ‘tjWWSfMb ic«owle(ij{e 'could Le 

vWiiiirca. • . 

” 385. When 
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385. When did ycmfilft know ikit the Loan vraa to be for 
ol^hteen ^ 

I think it ««l ip the iid of jfafembcri when the < 3 o#icriMr of 
the Bank returned (ttm to the iMndL 

Did you mke It condition with y^u re* 

cQ^ved on your hi; u fiibfcnl^f, that thefr nahtiM uiokM not be 
in any other lift f ^ iLiiiil 

I Old nqtjnake it any conditton* but ibme 
fettlement of the bargain, when I wa& ovciwhOltltlUni. 
fbi ftiares 10 thelift» greatly beyond whet & wat^in 
give, I requefted the feveral frieodt who 0^ 

form mci aa a means of relieving me in IbiaO dqjfwp' 
cxnbarraument occafioned from the mulcl^hdly' Cf 
whether theyconfined their profpeftt of fnedtisto the! ' . 

my lift* Such fifends as confeiKd they hid iitbt mm 

hopes of fuccefsy I conceived myfclf dbHgeo obfei^ltfl^M 
cacy with, thaq with thofe who hid embarked 
npoD my hicoie(s* 

3874 Was Mr. Morgan a competitor with 

LoanjiC 17^f i M ^ .i,m,[ .H i 

1 cannot »y exadUy whether he was oV notiWE 
muft have bera interefted in the offer made by iMIh 19 ra 
caufe I underftaod they nfed to be concerned tp|^^ 
uculaAy betaafe I (hw Mr* N<db»t wA r 

offer for the lift Bnglifli ](4al;^eryi SAfidfr Wj A 
miftaken, was confidcfsbly itl Wild j 

of all that were made. ^ 

388. For how much was it nnderwjod or ami^ehoea RplTlit 
Loan would be previous to the atd ipf jNTbveinM'r 

I think I had only heard jf 1(1 Cr, 1^ mlUi^ ^ 

389. Was Uicre no additlnn piade tothn Ibai^ ^Rbtont 
fuKcrj^rsy which bud bm aSotlMM 

when you afterwards nad it*"eStolsft 3 SwJ®i 
to be for a larger fum than yoq m tbut tithe edyeAwit to beW 
I ceruinly 4 id make fomc aoditionSybEt do dMoAio^ 
not recolledt the ciremnftance of thofe ^dittons I ® y 
anfwer to i forincr due^on on this lubjc^t. By iddlAOttS, k 
mean aUitWnl fums to Iptoc of the n^es already thew—I ad¬ 
ded BO BOW names* 1 

ago* Do you itcoHeA wkcthdr the foimcr 

00 tCfa joSlioiu ^ t 

Oa 17 miOkpit ,» 
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m titosae. Till. 8»«®cT fo?i 

'Yea; on tite 25th of | 7 ov«a^ber 1795, .Gc^vcrndr and de¬ 
puty Goveme^r waited on «Vin<Pitt;9 in confe^uencotet^appoint^ 
ii^^twiUdrVyhm, tobeprefejrt ft the arradgtlif^tHof a Ixisn 
tv^hich he intended-to feif ewith:,,ipi>£e pcrfens who.were difpofed 
eehtfa^ra for the fathe. The gewlleraeii^ wh,; mcended to 
hid for it vrere, MelTrs. Boyd and Co.; Curtis and^jCo, ; B. and 
A; ISoldfinids; AiAabie and Salomons; (who hd the Loan laft 

S if ihi^ut^ompetklen) Meifrsi John and WiiUam Melllfh, and 
r. James Morgan. 

nf the Exchequer mentioned to the Governor 
and GoWnor his intenti. n was to make the Loan by 

com^tltmny hut he. ifound himfelf embarrafTfd by a memorial 
which contra£lofa of the laB Loan had prefented him, and 
wKichlie'read to them, Whmjii they Hated, that from what paf- 
the concluding of the laft Loan, when M». Pitt gave bh 
that no frefii Loan for this* country Ihould be brought for- 

f until all thepaymeifts on that engagement we^e c'^mpleted, 
therefore alledgcd that the Chancellor of the Exchequer was 
uded from making ftny Uew Loan uncil the forn^er one was 
paid lU Tull; but adding, that if the public fervide abfblntcly 
f^uWd'a'ne^^ I^antd tnside, they were willing, on behalf of 
themfcKSs and thc^ frieods concerned wi:h them, to wave their 
objection to the meafure, on this eontlitim^ that each par y de- 
Hiqiitf t) bid for the Lo^n might give in their offer, and if the 
6f any 6ther ^fty fhduWbe higher than theirs, they might 
Ifove the option of taking Ihe Loan 4 t an advance ot £. 90,000, 
or one half psr cent, above thole terms, in favour of the 
publk^ 

The Chancellor pf the Exchequer then referred to the Gover¬ 
nor wiiether he reColleftcdj tW at the meeting and making of the 
{IrflLoanhe had committed himfelf to a promife of that kind, 
jrhe Ooy^^ foifi* he ]^ou;^bt Mr. Pitt had, in f me rtieafurc, 
rommitfrf hitofeif to h of that kind, Hating a tfreum- 

ilani^e, that on the adjoHing the days of payment for the then 
Lbati, Ope of the concraiHmg party had wiftied to have the lull 
pay'nkntin February 1706, inllead of January, but was anfwered 
by Mr. Pitt, that he coufd not affent to that, as he might pofTibly 
want to raife a new Loan in the inonth of January. The Deputy 
(QoyerBor faid, that not being prefent at the fettling the Jaft Loan^ 
be-cbuld not fay any thing on tlite fubjedl. 

Th^ Chancellor of the Exchequer .then had M^. Boyd and Mr# 
' Robarts called in; and afked, if the Loan Ihould be allotted to 
IhefU'\vithout competition, whether they would confent to the 
terms.he himfelf might fixT was, that they would 

truH Italjdfc Flu’s candour and'take lt on^hts own 

>' '.WLFrh after this met who meant to be con- 

<tafior& 14 another room, and Hated the cafe to them ; afterwards 
prooofing to Mefljrs* McUiih knd Mr. Morgan if they had any 

oQcftion 
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objc6lion t' give ia their propbfisils on thofe tctms; adding* that 
as he did n tp rake by 'io<rpnze,stf they defired a 

delay to eonfillt thci** iricnds, ajtd think further-on it themfelveat 
tlie^ mi^ht have it. Meifs. fiS^ilhea faid« JLbnt: aa.d^layjnig^t 
be prejudicia] fo'pubhc'buiiifris, ttiey how decided that they 
ihoiildnot. Mr. Morgan alfo deciined it. 

The *'hanccHor f the Exchequer :hen retired 
verno' and Deputy Governor'a Ivw minutes, and feccledvk hi^ 
fclf in tne f ilowing mann* r: ^ ‘ 

For ^*100 - £i 120 I per cent. Conlolidated 

25 Reduced Anhuitiea( 3 j&ir rmf*' 
j 6/6 Long Annuity. - ‘ ^ * 

with the ufual tlTcounts for prompt payment, kc. &c. &€• . 

Tii c ntiadlors ^hon claimed to know whether any, fayth^ 
funi^ V *,uid be laiicd within the terms i f the payments 
Loi»n. ' . 

Mr. Pit! r-rt-v.ed to himfelf the power, if ncceflary,;to p^i 
rnic a fa « L<>^m for the Empet -r as far as three millions, 

faid tha; u* ihould probably iiTue one million and a half Kx- 
chequ"-?' E.lls on the maiket if he wanted it; and he referved 
aWo th'^ p wer to fuud Navy Bills towards the middle of the 
year lo the amount cf live millinnsi if he Aould find it nece& 
fary —He alfo added, that ihould he wilh tp add another miflion 
to the Loan, and make it in all nineteen tnillions^ if in t^t 
cafe whether they would have any objediun. to take it alfo ; to 
this they aifented. 

Withdrew, 

Received and read a letter from Mr. Morgan to the'chair¬ 
man of the Committee, dated 17th Januaiy 1796, (ladngf* 
that che fubferibers to his lift think it improper that "he 

, ihouid deliver in their names ; which letter is inferted in 
Appendix, No, il. ’ 

Alio, received andtead another letter from Mr. Morgahj of 
the fame date, refpediing his propeful of the 7th of jDc- 
cember, Hating, that the genilemen iniending to be joint 
lecutiti'S had cancelled their names; whichleuerisin- 
ferted in Ap)pendix> No. 12. 

Alfo, r evived and read; andtlicr letter from Mr. Morgad 
dated 20th of January, containing his opinion refpe^Tng 
the difterence between the oftVrs likely to be made be-* 
tween the competitors for the Loan ; wnich letter L .alfp 
inferted in Appendi^, ]^d. 13. 

Account of money receiy<id at the Bank on the. Loan of 
1795, of'Aiiguft and 24th of November ,1^95* 

delivered in and x^dj^, apd is inferted in 

No.'14. , ' ' ' '* #• 
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„,. , 17956., ‘ i:; 

•*; j < 

GEORGE RIDGE, Erquire, called in, and examined- 

89 »- RE y«u a fubferiber to the preienc I.oan ? , 

y^cs; in the lilt of Mr. Robartsj to the amount of 

|6,ooo. 

893. b that whole fom for yourfelf ? 

Fi^^yfelf end partners—the houie of Biddulph, Cocks, and 

Cd. » 

394. It the Committee then to underftand that no other per* 
fon whatever has any intcreft in the fame, dire&Iy or indircr^ly, 
cxcgpt the partners in the houfe ? 

^The partners have not the whole of it. 

Mj. Will you ibte to the Committee the names of the other 
p^lans, exclufive of the Lartners in the houfe- who have an in- 
leKsft in that Turn ? 

1 beg leave to decline anfwering that queftion; but they are 
all tuftomers of the hankinc houfe. 


396. ti&ve you ^ny obje^ion to Rate what part the honfe has, 
and what part is divided among the cuftomers ? 
l*beg to decline anfwering that queftiofi. 

‘39^. Would yon obJeA to aik permiflion of yoor euflomers to 
deliver in their names I 
No. 

^ * Withdrew. 


'And the wttnefs being again called in, and acquainted, that the 
Committee had rCfolvedi *'That it is of eHential importance to thn 
public, that tbe lifts of the feveral gentlemen viho aie^e Tub* 
** ibribers to the prefcnt Loan, under the contradors for the faid 
•< l^an, ihouldl^ delivered in to the Committee :** 

He was aiked, 

39S.^ Do you periift to decline giving in their names now f 
Yes; 1 niihfirft to mention it to my partners. 

Withdrew. 

GODSCHALL JOHNSTON, Efquire, called in, and examined. 

399. Are you a fubferiber to the pretent Loan f 
-Ytn; in the lift of Boyd, Benftdd, and Co. to tbe amoanr of 
£. 350,000, 

^oo. is that whole fam for yoeaifelf? 

I took the whole fubteription 6^ mylSBlf, with a view of giving 
feme to Ibme particular friends*; , i 

Have yon any obh^cArad-iddiVier in the names of thofc 
pesions, tpf.wli0m ^ynintUlkib^^ part of the fum which you 
did not retain ? 

^ ‘ I CdU 


5 
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I can have no poflible objedion, but I certainly wi(h to com^ 
municate with them'before 1 deliver in their names ; and 1 will 
confult them^ and communicate the refuli thereof to the Coib* 

• jnitice. V . 7, • ' - r," 

Withdrew* 

JOHN JULIUS ANGERSTEIN, Efquire, caJW W"iind ' 
examined. * * 




402. Are you a fubfcribcr to thfliprefent Loan? 

Yes; m the lift of Boyd, fieniicld, and Co* to the amdotU 

£-350,000. 

403* Is that whole fum for yoiirfelf ? 

Part only, and part for friends. 

404. Have you any objeftion to deliver in to the CommjUfif 
the names of thofe friends, with the refpeftive films? 

I am not at liberty to do that—I muft confult my 
upon it, which I will take the earlicft opportunity of doing, aaif ^ 
wiU communicate the refult to the Committee. * ** 

Withdrew,^. ^ 


CHARLES HERRIES, Efquire, called in, and examineilr ’ 

405. Are you a fubfcribcr to tlie present Loan ? 

Yes; in the lilt of Boyd, Beniield, and Co- to thnamoutqqf 
250,000. . T ' 

400. Is that whole fum for yourfclf? 

l\o; there is ^.150,000 for my houfc, and jf. 100,000 for 
friends, who applitd to me to procure them fome ot the Loan. 

407, Have you any objedtion to deliver in to the Commutes 
thje names of thofe friends, with the refpeftive fum» ? 

Perfonally I have none, but I do not conceive I am warranted 
to do fo without afking their |>crmiirion, which I will uk^ the • 
earlieft opportunity of doing, and will communicate the refult ^ 
the Committee. *« 

Withdrew. 


Mr. WILLIAM HANCOCK called In, and examined. 

408. Are you a fubfcribi r to the prefent Lqan ? 

Not myfclf, but the quantity of the Loan which ftands in my 
name, to the amount of £• 200 000, is the one half of the fum 
for which Smith, Payne, and Smiths, to whom I am clerk, wttc 
named in Mr. Boyd’s lift. 

409. Do you know whether that fum was for uie account us 
the houfe oiwy, or was diftrihutedamong any other perfonst? 1 

Not only the £. 200,000 in my name, but an additional fum of 
/. 200,000 in the name of KSdtttadOfwm, was divided mm 

61 hniifra, cultomcrsanduorrrfpondei^ whhSmiA, Payndr 

Smiihb. ' ' ' 

410* Have 
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- 4'i.'0. Hvre you any objefUoj) to d«liwr in to the Coinini£tee 
^ n«inee.;Of thoTe ftiliomeit wd correfjsoadeots^ with the re* 
jptQive.feiaui. 

, .No. , , ■ ; ' V, V , . 

[And he delivered in thehft^]' ■ ' . 

'V * ■ * ‘ ' 

' 4^1* Do you know, of your own knowledge^ that thok lujiis 
{ were diftributed in the prccife manner as is llaicd in ilic lift de¬ 
livered in by you ? ^ 

• . I do; and .t^t the houfe^diJ not retain any part for 
fclvett^. 

412. Will you date the reafon of the fiihicript" : lIcAicd to 
Smith, Payne^ and Smiths, being put into veur name 

^ud Mr- Ofiviji\ and not in that of the houfe ? 

On account of the vaft number of recidpis of which the Aim 
was compofed, all of which required our indofement; and in 
, ^rderto avoid to the partners ilic tioublc of figoing as it 

^uld have interfered wiili their rtore impt/nant engagements, 

' 5nd that the receipts having paffed through Mr. Ofwiri’s and my 
Ibands only, It would more ceitainly afeertaiu the regular delivery 
of them to the lefpef tive parties. 

/ , Withdrew. 

THOMAS HAMMERSLBY., Efqulrc, called In, ;^nd examined, 

413. Are you a fubferibor to the prefent Loan ? 

. Yes ; in Mr. Boyd’s lift, tn t’e amount of jT, 100,00c. 

414. Is that wJiole fum for yourfelf? 

, No. 

4t5- Have you any objeflion to deliver in to the Committee the 
^ fianiesof thofeio whom you may have diftributed a pjrt of that 
fum? 

r^can h^ve'no objeftion in my ownperfon, but as it is a matter 
of great delicacv, I ihauld wifti to conju’t the parlies befou -1 do 
it, Wl)ich } wid do immediately, and communicate the refult to 
the Comiii..toe—I referved to the houfe JT, 16,coo. 

Withdrew* 

. Sir ROBERT HERRIES called in, and examined, 

41$*' Are you a fubferiber to the prefent Loan ? 

Yes; in Mr. Boyd’s lift, to the amount of 80,QQO. 

’ 417. la that, whole fum for yourfelf i 

Not I a&cd for a larger fuaj in the name of my banking 
Soufe, and/or account pt that hbnfe, its friends and Cuftomtrs, 
dbut.no more than ive$gJ:4:P<ed me; and that fum woi 

jotvided among thefe friends and cn^l^Joyers of the houfe, and for 
laccom)li^theiiiLUV& ii^t;}ri^^ funi alkecl. 

41*6. -How much of that Ifcn wai kepi for the houfe ? 

1 St hundreds. , . - 

' 419. Will 
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419. Will you, ftate the tiamcs of tSofe pcrfons to whom tUi 
ttberparts ofth^ lum were diHfibiited-? 

I have nort brought thcMft with mcV becaufe’ I Confidcred it tiUr 
neceffary, it.being a general ride the banking Hue of 
not to divulge any thing concerning that bufinefs without being 
forced fo to do in the courfe of law, or without having the 4>er- 
inillion of the parties, and of the fociety of bankers in general^ 
conillling of 49 houfes, for departing from a general raft in, 
that bufinefs. ■ ’ ' 

420. Is there fuch a focicty of barkers, or wherC dbe^ it 

exlll? ^ 

There is, and It meets generally at the Lond^ C 3 o|fee-Ho,dfeJ' 
LudgateHilK ' \ , 

421. Is ih' rale you allude to reduced to writing, and do yoti 

con/ider li bindiiig on the members of the focicty to whij^ycnl 
allude ? ' - 

1: j not. icduccd to writing, nor is it any rule partIcMafly df 
tlia* iccictyof birfkers, which is inftituted chiefly ,to, profeculS 
fi7r;::r8 at the common expence of the fociety; bat 1 underftaftd 
it to have been a general rule time immemorial among bankers^ 
not to divulge the fituation of the accounts in their books withbtit 
being forced fo to do, or permittf’d as before-mentioned, ' v- 

422. Will you ucfire the pcrmiiTion of the parties towhbin the 

finn*^ aduded to have been allotted, and on receiving .foch‘ pcr'mi4. 
fion lire you ready t.» deliver in a lift of their names?’ ’ ‘ ^ ^ ^ 

1 hdve no oL'jcdion 10 do fo.:. , , -*1^ ■ 

423. JL.d your houie any^ and what ftiare in the X>oan for the 

fervice of the year 1795 ? - . 

Yes; the fame fum. . . 

424. Have you any fliare in the prefent Loan ia, any ^^:her 

name/ . , "„ 

No. ^ ' 

Withdx;fiw> 

PASCOE GRENFELL, Efquire, called in,.and cxaminfdl,.»v 

Are you a fubferiber to the prefent Loan, in what lift| and for 
what fum ? . 

1 am a fubferiber in the hft of Mcflrs, Robarts, Curtis, and Co. 
for the fum of £, 212,500-7-and in the lift of Melfr?. ThellulTons 
I have 5,000—and as a direflor of the Royal JExchange Jn- 
furance I nave £» 7,000. 

426. Is the whole of that fum of £. 212,500,00 your own ac- 

count? . . y 

It is not. m • 

427. State to the Committee the aamei of the parties amo^ 

whom that fum ts diftiibutcd^' - • / " ^ 

It will be witb.greac regret if F^o tispi conform $0 the^xefotoion 
cf the CoihmiiTee which ba» been juft read to at;thp 

time 
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time when I agreed that certain gentlemen Aould h6ld ceitain 
fums which iland in my name* 1 proimied not u% 
smatton their naraes—I refpeArallv truft the Cvmmiuee will net 

K i me fo to do: I nrill howerer ftate that £. ^o^ooaof that fum 
ng» to mv partnera Thomaa Williams, OWen W 4 Uam 9 B Wil¬ 
liam wenfcUy John Grenfell, and myfelf. 

42^. Will you iolicit the permifHon bf the perfons among whom 
the remainder oF that fum was diftributed* to deliver m their 
namcfi, and if obtained to deliver them ? 

I aritl, and will communicate the ref alt to the Committee* 

Withdrew, 

r 

' JOHN William KER, Efquirc, called in, and examined. 

420. Are you a fubferiber to the prefent Loan, in what liil, 
ihd fer what fum f 

X am, in Mr. Boyd^s, for the fum of £. 150,00a. 

420. Ts the whole of that fum on your own account * 

* T%e whole For my account and that of a relation of mine, my 
brother James Ker, 1323000 for myfetf, and the reft for my 
brother. 

431. Had no other perf9n but yourfelf a (hare in the 
132,000 ? 

No pcrlbn whatfoever* 

Withdrew. 

GEORGE WOODFORD THELLUSSON, Efquire, called 
’ in, and examined. 

432. Are you a fidtfcriber in the prefent Loan, in what liiti and 
fisr what fmn r 

1 am, in the lift of Peter Thelluiron, for the fum of 245,000. 

433, Is the wlkoleof that fum on your own account I 
bioc entirely. 

434* Wilt you flate to the Commhtec to whom any part of 
diat fum was allotted t 

It was to myfelf, correfpondents, and nobody elfe. 

435. Hbve you any objedlion to deliver in a liil of thofe corre* 
fpondents, with the refpe^ive fums diftributed to them ? 

1 ihould wifli not to deliver it without their pcrmillion. 
iL36. WlB vou endeavour to obtain that permiifion, and then to 
druver into the Committee this names ? 

I certainly would; but it was all diitributed to perfians abroad. 
437. What fum or fums fiandf in the name of any other part 
of your family of which yoliem give an account ? 

rbdtieve only./, 2oo,oooio the^oime of my brother Charles, 
had I IbouU wi& bn give an acomt of the whole 445,000 
tagethrr, as the c&ly put in the name of my 

the nccipts, and he had 

no concern in the management of it, 

• 438. Haw 
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438. How much of that /. 443»ooo was retained for the 

Hoiifc? • . 

400,000. 

439. Had no other perfons whatever any intereft in that fum ? 

No other pcrfon except we three brothers^ ttniefs fome part of 

that, which we have made prefents of to relations. 

' Wrthdirew. 

'WILLIAM MELLISH, Efq. called in, and examinod.^ 

440. Did you offer yourft lf to contra^ for the late Loan ? 

Wc attended in Downing Street on the 25th of November, irith 
an intention of hearir.g Mr. Pitt’s propofals for the enfuing Loan, , 
and of going on Friday following to bid for it. 

441. Will you (late the circumftanccs which led you to 

the Chancellor of the Exchequer with that intention, and what 
paired thereupon ? 

The laft and »he final deternaination of our going up ^-/tbe 
Chancellor of the Exchequeron the WcdncCday, was from a lei- 
tcr w'hich we received fr«.m Mr. Rofe the evening befoEa,ipu^ 
porting, that if we wilhed to have any communication conqrrRing 
the Loan we Ihoiild attend as the next day ; but we were ^Iwitys 
led to undcjftand, from dificrtnl circnmflaitces^ Cbfid^ellor 
of the Exchequer intended to have a competition for the Loan. 
—We arrived in Downing Street, and were introduced into a 
room together^ where we waited fome time; duringtrhichi 
Mr. Boyd and Mr. Robarts were called out of the room, and, as 
I fuppofed, to have an interview with the Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer. In a Ihort time Mr. Roberts and aifo Mr. Boyd re¬ 
turned. and afterwards wc were all introduced into another room ; 
and a little time afterward, the Chancellor of the Exchequer^ the 
Governor and Deputy Governor of the Bank, Mr. Rofe, and Mr. 
Long, I believe, came into the roome—'I’hc Chancellor of the 
Exchequer mentioned, that before he could enter into any con- 
verfation in regard to what the Loan was to be compofed of, or 
fomething to that purpofe, he mud firft relate to us a cir^m- 
dance which had happened—He then took up a, paper in hh 
hand, and diid, that the Gentlemen that had contra£Ud for 
the laft Loan, felt themfclves aggrieved from his wkbing to laife 
a new Loan l^fere the payments on the laft were folly mad<?, as 
they underftood, in the former contrail: for the laft Lban, it was 
a condiMB, that there fhould be no new Loan raifitd'^beforp all the 
paymodta in that Loan were made^. 

I believe the Chancellor of the Exchequer then faid, he had re¬ 
ceived a memorial from Meflrs^ Boyd, dating a propofitioo to the 
other Gompedtors; and tbeo nppwd to Meflrs. Boyd, whether 
they had any objection to hbreftmg it 4 to which they anfwered, 
that they had not— The CbaiaCellor of the Exchequer immedtatvly 
then read the memorial, the purport of which* was, that Mr. 

a a Morgan 
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Morgan and ourfelves were to bid for the Loan ; and that Meflifi. 
Bpyd.s were to have the refuCal, upon the^ bell ofTcr, at onv 
h^^per cent, better for the public<^l believe *! then faid, imme- 
di^ely after the Chancellor of the Exchequer had read the paper, 
thiu it was impolBble—rather think I repeated the words, “ It 
‘‘IB impoffible,*' two or three times ■ ■ ■ The converfation that 
itnmcdiately afterwards enfued Was, whether MclTrs, Boyds ought 
to have that preference which they dated, and different opinions 
were expreffed. Mr. Morgan appeared to widi to enter into the 
difeuffion with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, whether Meffrs, 
Boyda were entitled to that preference; and 1 believe, I rather in¬ 
terrupted him, "addrelTing myfelf to the Chancellor of the Kxche- 

g iier, faying, that I really thought that was a point that fhould 
e fettled between him and Meffrs. Boyd; for that, not be.ng pre- 
fent at the bargain of the preceding Loan, we could not be a 
judge of the propriety of their having a ptefeiencc; and at any 
rate It was a point I thought ought not to be difeuffed by us; 
and I believe the Chancellor of the Exchequer acquiefeed that 1 
was r^ht—Mr. Morgan appeared dill to widi to enter into the 
difculuon; and faid, that it was not only Mr. Boyd, fuppodng 
that there was any'preference, that Ihould have it, but his whole 
lift; and I think he went on and faid, it would fall on the pre- 
fent ftockholders. Some little converfation then enfued bctv/cen 
Mr. Boyd and Mr. Morgan ; and Mr. Boyd faid, he was a great 
ftockholder; I did not hear exaftly what fum ; but I afterwards 
heard that he faid it was for a large amount. I think then Mr. 
Morgan Hill purfuedhis wifti for a difeuffion, and faid fomething 
in regard to Mr. Pitt’s condud ; and, from what Mr. Pitt ref'lied 
to Mr. Morgan, the Chancellor of the Exchequer certaii ly did not 
feem to be pleafed. I believe Mr. Pitt faid to us, would you wiiIa 
to have any time to confider of this propofal ? I immediately an- 
fwered, I think I faid, “ I was aftonimed,’* 1 was I'urprifed indeed, 
to have fuch a propolal made to us; and that as wc (meaning my- 
fclf and my brother) were of the fame opinion, that we di(l not 
think it was material; at the fame time, it would give us plcafure 
to confult our friends; for, turning to Mr. Pitt, I laid, you mull 
be fenfiblc we do not come for i8 millions for ourfclves-r-fome 
altercation afterwards took place, the purport of which I do not 
think was material, whethet Meffis. Boyd Ihould have the prefer¬ 
ence. A little paufethen took place, when Mr. Pitt turned unto 
my brother and me, and faid would you wilh to have two or 
three days? I believe 1 had faid to him before, that we ftiouldbe 
extremely forry to be any detriment to his prefent Loan by any . 
fmall delay, and that if he thought that it might be any injury ui 
it,' we did not think it was material to us to take the time for cor>- 
iideration, as it was fo notorious to us both, turning round to my 
brother (who faid refufe it, no, no) that we could not accept it, bur 
that 1 miift beg to fay, 1 was aftoniihed and furprifed to hear iucli 
a propofel made from one fet of mercantile men to another fet; 
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for that in any large tranfad^ion, the moment it was concluded^ 
Icveral perfons would be ready to give you a profit upon it, Only 
upon the idea that it would be a good things or words to ^hat 
effeft—A paufe here took place a^ain, and in a Ihort time Mir. 
Pin looked at us as if he wifhed tis to withdraw, on which we im¬ 
mediately left the room. In going through the pafTage, Mr. 
Morgan faid, a word with you,” and took me and my brother 
aiide, and faid, what do you think of fealing up propofals, or fomc- 
tliing to that effe£t ? and I immediately anfwered, that I would 
not think of having any thing to do with it. * 

442. Ha^T you ever heard it maintained, among perfons in fh^ 
habit of contrarting for Loans, that MefTrs. Boyd and Co. had,any 
claim to the preference they demanded on the ground of com-r 
mon ufage and pradlice, independent of any fpecific engage-* 
mciit ? 

It has happened on a former Loan that a minidcr declared, as 
well as I recoiled, that he would not raife any more ii*joncy before 
all the payments were made on the preceding Loan; and I cer¬ 
tainly fliould think if a miniiler made me fucha promife, that Kls 
attempting to make a frelh Loan before all the payments on a pre¬ 
ceding one.would not be right, bur if ir were abfolutely necellary 
for the country, I do not think I ihould have reafon myielf^as the 
preceding contraftnr, to demand of him the preference, unlefs I 
was a great ftockholcler; but liad I not any Hock, I certainly think 
that every perfon upon my lift who was pofCsflcd of any of the pre¬ 
ceding Loan, would have great reafon to complain, and would 
undoubtedly have a light to come to me, and beg my interference 
with the miniiler for the Loan noi to take place, or to get whatever 
preference or benefit I could for the* lofs they might fuftain as 
holders of the ftock which they had purchafed, on the ground that 
110 new Loan would be made until a fixed period : but without a 
fpecific agreement that he would not raife another Loan before all 
the payments on the picceeding one were made, I (hould certainly 
think he had a right to raife another whenever he thought proper, 
without the preceding contraftors having a right to any preference 
whatever. 

443. Before the day when you attended Mr. Pitt, had you any 
reafon to doubt that the Loan would be open to computation on 
equal terms ? 

I certainly had fome little fufpiclon that It w'ould not be by 
competition, but was thoroughly convinced in my own mind be¬ 
fore I went up that it would be ; but when Mr. Boyd and Mr. 
Robarts were called out of the room at Mr. Pitt’s, £ had a fufpi- 
cion that it would not be by competition, and faid, Hey day 
** a fecret committee,”—on the morning before we went up feme 
body faid to me that he had Hill a fufpicion, and I anfwered that 
it was impollible, for that we had received a letter from Mr, Rpfe 
drfiring our attendance that morning, 

aa2 444- At 
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444* At wtet time^ and on ^hat ground» did you firft enter* 
tain tbe i'ufpicioa knentionej in the firft words of your lail an- 
Aver ? 

r'i ;canU ex^Bly ftate the time I had that rufpioion, nor bad I 
any other ground than the gener^ converfation ot niy friends and 
the publio -^1 Ihould fay, I believe one ground that was reported 
was, that he had promifed MelTrs. Boyd’s party on the former Lc^n 
that he would not raif. another till ail the payments were made 
and as it would in all probability be neceffary to make a frefh 
Loan before the termination of »he payment on the preceding one, 
it'could not be done without Mr. Boyd’s acquiefeence. 

445;^'Had you no other grounds for (entertaining that fufpi* 
cion? 

I had no other grounds than that lingle one which I have 
before related, as well as the general converfation of the pub- 
. lie. 

^6. Can you recolleft whether you ever received any intimation 
from the Governor of the Bank on this fubject, namely, that the 
Loan would or would not be by com petit i *n ? 

Being intimate with ^ he Governor, I cerainly have had diffe¬ 
rent converfations with Idm, and think 1 may fafely fay 1 have 
h aid his doubts one way or the other. 

447. Did the Governor of the Bank ever fuggeft to you any 
particular rcafon for thinking that the Loan would be given to 
MeiTrfi. Boyd and Co. ? 

1 do not think that I can fay thai he actually ftated any abfidutc 
reafon why Meffrs. Boyd and Co. would get the Loan, but as it 
Was laid that Mr. Pitt iiad made a prnmife noi to raife another 
Loan before the payments on the la ft were made, his conver- 
fatiocs ieemed to tend that it was likely MefTrs. Boyd might get 
,fomc preference. 

44H. Did the Governor of the Bank ever mention to you that 
a Lrvicc had been rendered in the courfe of the fummer to the 
.treafury by Mdfrs. Boyd and Co. in a pecuniary tranfaclion, which 
mighi influence Chancellor of the Exchequer to give the pre¬ 
ference in the Loan 10 tliofe gentlemen ^ 

I do not reccileAany pauicular converfation with the Governor 
on this fubjed, but it is very probable, and Indeed 1 may fay moic 
than probable, that he has been by when I have been in converfa¬ 
tion witli others on the fubje£l of the drafts from Hamburgh, or 
that 1 may have had Lme converfation with him on that fubjedl—< 
I dovnot think that the Governor of the Bank ever faid to roe po- 
fitively that he thought the ininifter had received accommodation 
from Mefirs, Boyd and Co .; bnt 1 cannot fay I ever knew ^him 
corxtradk^ the general report amongft my friends that it wasfup- 
pofed thofe drafts were an accommodation to the minifter. 

449. Can you recoiled what he did fay to you on this point ? 

I cannot exadly. 

450. Will 



REPORT PJBLDM. THE SELECT COMMITTEE, itc* A 

450. Willyoa Hate, as neatly as yon can, the precif© term* 
which yoa would have offered for the Loan on XVednelday the z^xh 
of November? 

It ifi impoSiUe I can, for we d'd not on that day go up to 
Pitt’s for the purpoTe of bidding for the Loan. 

451. Did you, from the whole of what paffed between you nnd 
the Governor of the Bank Ou the fubjedl of rlie draftsfroin 
burgh, conclude that it was the opinion of the Governor that 
Mr. Boyd would have the Loan on that account ? 

1 certainly did not. 

452. Did youroonverfation wirh the Governor lead yon to-coa- 
elude, that the tranfafliou of the bills from Hamburgh would tpro* 
cure to Mr. Boyd any preference whatever, or be produiJ^Lw rf 
any influence in his favour, in the negotiation of the Loan? • 

Id • not think rhat anyconveifation 1 had with the Goventor 
Jed me to fuppofe that any nrefernice w^ould be giv^n to M.’iTra. 
Boyd more than the converfation with any other friend; but wben^ 
as 1 have before ftated, I have been of diifcrenc opinion, wbethtt 
the Loan would be by competition or not, I certainly, ibonght that 
that tranfadion might gain Mr. Boyd fomc influence with the * 
mini iter to obtain a preference. 

493. Was this the opinion of your other fr’ends ? 

1 can’t fay, nor did I mean t. fay, that it was the opinion of 
finy particular friend that Mclfr. Boyd and Co. would get a* pre¬ 
ference on ihls account, but a s tl\e rep -rt prevailed that the mini- 
iter had been affitled by thefe drafts from Hamburgh, I rather 
thought, fome preference migne be given. 

45:4, Do you vtcollea the Chancellor of the Exchequer, at the 
meeting in Downing Street / n the 25 th November, lepearcdly allf- 
ing you whether you wilhed a fun *icr time to confuh your friends 
on the propofai wluc li he had made of the qualifled competition, 
and your iiltimately declining it ? 

1 certainly do rccolledl, as bt.fore (la*ed, that he made us titc 
efter twice ; but 'had Mr. Piu jaid, will y ju have two or three 
days toci’n/idcr of it ? and explained that dflay vyouid not an 
injurv to the Lo in, I certainly fliould have accepted • f it, in order 
to have confuitea my friends upon it, notwkhflauding my brother 
and rayfeif were fo decided in our opini n upm it, 

4 SS- D"y>u conceive that Mr. Biti expufled an opioior^ that 
that delay would have been of any inju y to the loan ? 

1 do not think ihat Mr. Pitt exprellcd any thing on the fubjed 
—indeed 1 am pretty fure he never did ; but I implied, confidering 
the anfwcrs I made t.) him, from his not frying, t.-ke two or 
three days to coniiclcr of it, that he thought it might be fomc 
injury to it—Had the minittcr referved the power of raiflng a Loan 
of 3 millions for the Emperor, and I had thought that it was likely 
to take place, 1 think itvvaitld certainly make a difference as to 
the price. 

456. Wha 
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456. Wht> alone does governnient look to for the performance 
of the conivaft ? 

I Aould fuppofe to the contradlors only. 

< 4 $ 7 . Are you aware that the cootra^ors incur aifjr greater rifle, 
except that which is incurred by'fubferibers in general ? 

1 am certainly aware that the contradlors for the Loan are au- 
fwerable for the whole, and that the fubferiber are only anfwer- 
abfe to them as a fecondry tranfadion. ^ 

Withdrew. 

GEORGE WARD, Efquire, called in, and examined. 

458. Are you a fubferiber to the prefent Loan ? 

. Yes; for 685,000. 

459- whole of that fum for yourfelf only ? 

vertainly not. 

^ 460. Will you deliver in to the Committee the lift of thofe 
among whom you have diftributed any portions of that fum ? 

I am ready, under the requifitionofthe Committee, to deliver 
in that lift. 

[And the faid lift was delivered in accordingly.] 

Withdrew- 


FeneriSy 22®, diejanuarii 1796. 

PETER THELLUSSON, Efquire called in, and examined. 

461. ^^/"EREyou acontraAor or fubferiber to the prefent 
» V Loan, and for what fum ? 

I joined Mr. Robarts—1 bad £, 1,141,000, which includes the 
fums in the name of nry two fens. 

'462. Docs any part of the remainder of that . 1,141,000 ftand 
in your own name ? 

Yes, £, 430,000. 

463. Was that 430,000 for yourfclf only ? 

No. 

464. Will you Hate to the Committee the names of thofe per- 
fon's among whom that JT, 430,000, or any part of it, was dif- 
tributed ? 

400,00® was kept for fome of my friends, and for my- 
fclf. 

[And he delivered in a lift of the remainder.] 

465. Are there any other perfoiis among whom any part of your 
fliare Was diftributed, except your own relatives 

No. 

. ' Withdrew- 

Mr. 
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Mr. GILES again called in^ and examined. 

466. Had you any convcrfations with Mn Morgan^ in 

and November on the the expcS^d Loan^ 

As to the time I can’t cxailly fpeak, but I think U was in No- 
vcinbcr, Mr. Morgan called upon me at the Bank, andtold me he 
bad an intention of making a lift, and if I would be upop it; and my 
friends, he would be very glad to have my name ; he then dated 
that in the formation of his lift he ftiould fubjeA every fubftriber 
tothe figning a letter that they Ihould not be in any lift 
but his—I told him that if that was. the cafe I could not be inkis 
lift, for I had already engaged with the other two parties td'be 
upon their lift—he faid he would exempt me and my friends from 
figning fuch a letter—and then, or foon after, I gave him the lift 
which I now deliver in. 

Mr. Morgan afterwards came and told me, if the Loan ihould 
be for feyentecn millions I might take as far as £. 15,000 mol-ci 
and if eighteen millions, £, 35,000 more; which 1 aflented to* 
but not for myfelf. ^ 

467. Did you, in any of thefe converfations, give him an infor¬ 
mation refpefting the manner in which (as you undei flood) the 
Chancellor of the Exchcqver meant to fettle the Loan, that is, 
whether by open competition or otherwife ? 

I could not do it when this matter was firft talked of, becaufe 
I did not know it; but till afterwards, 1 believe on the 226. or 
23Jof November, tell him that it was to be by competition, and 
we were to go up on Weduefday. 

468. Did you at any time exprefs to Mr. Morgan your opinion 
that the Loan would not be fettled by open competition, but that 
it would be given toMellis. Boyds? 

(/crtainly not in fucli words as tbofe ■t ccxnfefs that 1 did in 
private conrideiitial convcrfition, which I apprehend with defer¬ 
ence no gentleman could deem himfell julHfied in divulging, tell 
him that I had my lufpicions that Mr. Boyd’s party would, or 
might, have a preference. 

469. At what time ? 

1 believe 1 did repeatedly, but I don’t recollcfl the dates; but 
it was all previous to Monday the 23d day of November. 

470. Upon what grounds were your fulpicions formed ? ' 

My reafoiis were, that 1 conceived Mr. Boyd’s party, in point of 
good faith, had a claim to feme preference from the conditions 
lUpulated at the making of the preceding Loan having been de¬ 
viated from, and I thought them' too iagacious to omit availing 
themfelves of that ciTCumllance. 

471. Did you ila c that rj^fon to Mr. Morgan-?, 

No—I don’t know thatl ever meniioaedit to any body—I d?d 
not to him. 

472. Did}vii ftatc to him any other reafbn for your fufpi. 
cion: 

No; 
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No; 1 d0n^Cr6co]ld£lthat 1 did i { had no other teafon. 

473. Did you liate to him that there had been a money tranf- 
a^loit }n tW cotkife of the fumtoe^ to th 4 amount of ^.'906,000, 
in i^hich Melfrs. Boyds had acConkModated ^overtiihent ? 

Certai. Jy nnr ; u^hether Mr. Morgan firff fpoke to meofTrca- 
fmy Billy, or I to him, I really doii*t know^ but we had a coti- 
fin abt ut them, and i belici«fe it wa.v Mr. Morgan who hrft 
*r»eiUt‘H.cfl them to me j I told him I knew nothing of the tranfac- 
tion f/iSctaily, but I had a great many of the bills put into my 
hands, ayd had difeounted two or three of them in my private 
^capacity—Mr. Morj/an knew as much or more of the tranfa^^ion 
than I did, as it Teemed to me by his convhrfacion. 

474. Of what nature were thofe Treafury Bills ? 

If x recoikdt right, they were drawn by Boyd, junior, dated at 
Hamburgh to the order of Boyd, Benheld, and Company, on the 
Commi^oners ot the Tieafury, of diiFerent dates, and accepted 
by Mr. Long. 

" 475* Was your own private opinion, that a preference would 
be given to Mr. Boyd, in any degree founded upon this tvanfac- 
tion ? 

Had there been no other reaibna in my mind, I fliould certainly 
have not fofpcfted ’hat any preference would be given ro Mr. Boyd 
on that account, but it was natural for me to think that it could 
not impede that preference; 1 mean fitnply this, that it cotild not 
put him in a worfc fituatibn. 

476. Do you Think it put him m a better fituation ? 

i really did hot turn this in my mind fo as to have thofe diflinft 
idea:, about it; I never went further in cooverfation with Mr. 
Morgan, than to fay, tn effedi, that I had my fufpicioUs, which 1 
did repeatedly. 

477. Did you ever in eonverfation with Mr. Morgan, upon the 
fubje^lof his intention td become a bidder for the Loan, fay, that 
you thought that he would be tricked, or ufe words 10 that 
tffedi ^ 

" Never in wy life, to my knowledge—^bot I can’t be^ fure that 
I did not ufe fuch a word, but if I did, it certainly was in a joking 
way but 1 doo*t recollciJit ir. 

^ 478. Did the Chancellor of the fiieciiequer, at any time in the 
rburfe of the tad year, apply to the Bank fur money to be advanced 
in anticipation of the bit Loan ? . 

NeithtT bit year nor ever; I never knew fuch a thing. 

479, Do ycu recolledi peifedtly that Mr. Morgan faid, he fliould 
fubjert every Aifcfcriber to the iigning a ktier that they fliould 
not be in ary other lift but his ? 

So I underilood it, and he ptu a printed form of a letter in my 
hand, and left it with me. 

480. Did you not underftand Mr. Morgan to allow the fame 
btiiu ’c nr indulgence ro the friends iir your lifl, as to your- 
felf, to be in the lifts of the other parties oftering for the 
Loa.u ? 


Moft 
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the 

^ 9 , I>«d;iraMNMftd^ Uu WcNSanutlw; f»«t 4i(i bm cRofder 
«D]r tb)nf «luc|i4w^«tTbe t^tlinirof the I^W* {« yiunwber 
•794> £3]}4Fti«4bn<4|io( JEH« 17954 as a oreBiitkl 

ta wuj.ht >rt &vwr tuf tlie pttni04^ of Mtw<, B^^4 )M Ce.' 
to liavc a prcf«icnL.c to (he negouatton fer tb« 4^att of 
I don’t rrtollfdt that 14t(Mt iwpu&ble thM t ]DI|Iw 
M oigantthac Mr. Bojrd’s party hud fiMs tight >to lBjhdak1(||,^|«ai« 
ference, owing to ihia X<<»» hung Stade btMora (ha 
eatintt. -i , I 

4^1* Did yoo ever lay to Mr. Moigan that you thought 
ii id not luch * right i ’ * 

No—neveri oartainly. < 4 

4**+ In ^iiiy of thofe (.onvcrrution<t nith Mr. Moig^to a^nek 
you hive ulhid^d* did he etKpvtfji toyou bisopiniout that the taaiif* , 
adi in of the Iliunburgb Bills wooM hr piodadhVe pt eny 4(f (de 
of p eference to Mcdi s Biyds n tjir 1 egocntion fot the JIEstathf 

No, nevrra and I bklievt tti t Mr. Morgan never fafpefiedthet 
MefTrs Bpy4 would htivf a prefrreiu. ai all, I hldwVe he always 
thought It would be by wampetition. 

4b5. In tbe fevmil pubbt. Doans whitih yaw haw ksaown, hrs 
,t 01 has It 9ot been underttood by the patMes, tMt po forimdi 
l.oan fliould Udee plaew till after the bft Mfment of aheforoui', 
or that if political events Ihould wudnr JeHdtilWHiad Doan nisocihu y. 
the lomer cpotraidon had a r. 0 it to- $ mwiBiI of that rcfcodH 
Doan, or » fome other adequate companB^Kmt 
1 don’t rei olle£t any D >aa made f ir the receipaytA come Out 
before thi others wntMitotaBy evtinlWMr. Newland looked back 
a great way, but dmie the elk^fllinene of the Bank, no new 
Doan has been made wben awp p|jrtpno'-s of the proceduig one 
were not fulfilled, as in the prefient cafe. 

48^. On what days-fert vhofe two lait paytnents to be maik on 
iheDpan for 179^} 

On tlu. a7tU of Noeemher and the i^ihof Jaauary<v aifd them 
were £. 3,S56.ad5 of the Unglifit and Impruel 

DoM4.Mii ttw market Naivember. 

the wittiifs deliiirii^ ut the DBowtog paitmnihdh M (h* 
lApiiient f awe. > *•* 

‘ ^ Doan dne te Baidt 04 Novembw-1799. 

« On / agojjSSo • j ptf fSSiarr. 

“ ^40,750 4 f»r fSwfta 

.*-4791 4 * 5 togAlWi*. 

, a \ Ml ' 

The witoeft nlfo^JeyMad"io » *' A-»mm 

« ofltoelEorentai by Do<*n of 179^ which was r tcioi 
»in the boedu Atiba Bank, osn the t# of Aqg«S«P 4 e#h 
bb “i# 
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of Nonmber 1795^ atid lihewife of the of t;jie faid 

J^oan not entered on tfaefe dojrfi WAicH^fftper ib iu« 
ierted in Appendix* No. y^« 

And being further examined^ fac vrzs aOced* V i 

497. Doe^ the fum winch ybu jSate to have ittnained payable 
00 the 24th nf November, of Urn Loan for the fervice of the 
year 1795, include the fam wivkh the Bank had advanced for 
holdeis of recetpts? 

No-<*that IS paid to the public—it ib a private account between 
the Bank'' and holdetB of thnfe receipts* 

4S8. Then do you not conceive that the firm fo advanced by 
the Bank| is a part of the Loan Itill ontfianding as a load upon the 
public ? 

It is part of the floating veceipt not made flo^k. 

489. State the \vholc amount of that on the 24th of No* 
vember ? 

It appears upon the account delivered in to be on the Englifl 
Loan —. —— £, 1,962,5^31 

On the Impenal —- *> 393*734 


Total — — 3 » 35 ^>^^S 


490. Are the two laft payments oh the money borrowed, fu 
which thU capital WAS created, the whole that then remained 
be paidoQ the Englifli and Imperial Loans for 1795 > 

YeS. 

49t. Do you know the amount which the Bank had advanced 
on the 24th of November, on the receipts pledged to them } 

£. 3Sif,94i. 

492. Do you know the amount in money which on the 24th of 
November rcAidined unpaid ifrpon the Engltlh Loan i 

£, 44:1,718. 

493. Do you know the aitiount in money which on the 24Th 0^ 
Nov ember remained unpaid upon the Auftnan Loan i 

No. 


494. In the jparticularftate of the of 179J, do you think 
that a competition for the Loan ktet|y Artbtled would have been un¬ 
fair, and aaad of injudice to Mefft/Sdyd and hu party j 
I think they would have had greint reafon to comptalp^ 

49<. When did you firft fee Mr, Boyd^s letter to the CSmnccl 
lor of the Exchequer on this fubjeiif 
On the 2Jth Of November. 

496. Did you lUte this a$ your Opinion to the Chancellor oi 
the Exchequer at any time bdfc^ you faw that letter# > 

No**-i ne\er mentioned fucb a taing to him m m/Hte. 

497. When the Chancellor of the Extheqner told Meflis. Moi 
gan and Melhfli that riieir oflkrs mutt be lubjefl to an optional 
advance on the part of B<^4* did yon agree with tticm in 
thinking that there was an end of competition i 


I had 
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.1 bad;jn^ partkufar fubjeft, 

1 was in tlse room wStfi'tW \ck of ilic gentlemen 5 I tiougKt jii 
my wnti^ lAmuid tm in their,;. 

498. Did Cba:ncdlor Escheqtter.profefs that he in- 

tead<rd thnt to Bi^d^aiid his pa^|y indbidually, or , 

as a cnmpeniatidn m the ,$hfcrib^ gciei^aJiyi for his hav¬ 
ing brought fiQrwardl;the ftco^Loan foc^ner expefted ? . 

i never beard thij .CfeinceJlor^.the Exchequer I^ak ,6f any 
body bill Mr, Boyd’s party; they, arc the agents^ the bfteiiiSble 
people; fee i^ver fcppws wjio the tojbfcribers are, ';- 

499. Do the principal cemtradots (ox Loaps ever ^idivier |be 

fenp receipis to ^ on their lift, till they have made the 

dcpofit on tbefirft payipcni? > , ,/ ^ , 

They have no receipis to deliver ; they give the names.,of t^fe * 
genticmei) upop-^hdr ltJjS;to MrvNcwland, and thofi; geritleineA, r 
pay ill the depofit without receipts, and have a righ^ to fetch the 
locfipts away when delivered. 

500. Is iiot all rifk to the conliadtors from the fubjTcribers at 
an end wl^ that depofic has been made ? 

C ertainly not, for if the Loan was to fall urder io per ant. 
which is gci^rally iheiunouiit of the firft payment, tKe contraft- 
ors would undoubtedly be refponfible to the public ; I haveitnown 
i t fill I 6 per ccra. 

501. Do you confider that as a material Tifk to the contrad- 

cre? . ^ V ^ ^ 

No rific at all; it is UQ-t. worth mentioning; it is pb^ble. 

502. Do you confider the contraClbrs, ak to the claim which you 

Lave.mentioned,: poftbfs, that claim ix^d^endendy cf the fub- 
jcribcrs? . • . - . ^ t ’ ^ . 

1 really fhould think fo, * 

503. What ii^finry would the contra,Sors fnftaln from thenego* 

tiaiiott of a new Lt^n, previou&;tQ the laft payments on ihe pre¬ 
ceding one ? / 

Ttet wOttW dep^!^ cm the ^quantity, o ilock winch they had 

left. 

^04. Would not tn^t apply equally to the fubfcrlbers ? 

Yes, it they hai.thMpck 

505. Do you the e rntraftors have a right, on 

acccbptofthefupcnq^’m^i^ch .they incur, and of th- duties 

perform iq^ijii^aiioTOppofe a new Loan, previous 
io^d^expiration of their cohduS, wit^buc any 

C'f the fobferibets? ^ 

1 will not go fo far as'to fay they have al right,' bdt,X^ as a con- 
trai^iW%;4hould think myfel^-,yery dtalV, jby,.4i conditions 

were i^pofcd and 

afterw^ma be broken,/..'f'. , . 'k 

506. #,Mr. preference 

which he claimed for did ^ 

- /v'".' ■, w '■ 



m REPORT FR^ m 

as^nthled they 

-might fufi:aia/rp&;>Ji€ iJtittodlviiliojv,;’^.^ .,^ew JLoan^.j^^fd, you. 
'have tb6^ghthfc:«daim lo'iuch a , 

- I :{lifewld, as the contralto tor ' ' 

5Q7. Whether as a mere fuhfcvilieVvp^.^ ® of 

the JfiotiSitieas made at the. time df making 
thruuffK, fliouhl you uot coiilider yotjrfclf m;tfvaii-cafei*Ojitlcd 
-co^iplala? ' ^'>;•''</. , /'l'^ ^ '.’ 

"if 1 had fmd thy dock I i^iw-^tvtirouJblfLhiy head abotst Itj 
'if fhadnbtl fliouk. ^ F : - . 

508. Suppoijiig the contjaftots to hsive Cdd all Ibeir flock, 
ihnuid yo’p tith>k that llKy h^d'latv}^ ri ah^^tp-cojiiplaia ? ;. 

CettaWy hoi; hnkfb they ieic the ijl* the.people thru 

had it ^ they could, not he injutod. ; , , . , " 

505.’ You have fl-ifed tliat ttu Newdand, having fcArched in 
the bonks of the Bfink, had bectt abU- to. xio mfiauceio vdnrh 
anevV^»,Loan hed been negotiated whilll: ma-paymei? 3 t 5 on the fci- 
mcr Loan remained to be madfs did be find any ,i|ifl3i*ce vvhcic 
^ddy one payment remained t'. be iwradisj? 

JIc coUid find none, wUtre a new,Loan was.mad% and the re¬ 
ceipts Came out before ah the payments oii the former*^ ^ 

yio* Wh«-j» di-' yo-. fli’fl Ci fiveU'e with CbHnc*dlor of the 
Ext hcqiier on the rubjc«!i:.or a Loan, for ihc for vice of the year 
? 79 '"^ ^■ 

I hcliev? it was on Monday^^the 23d pf^Novcrot'Cr. 

5n. Hnd the Chancellor of the Exchequer, in the month- cf 
Odobc^ or November, any refereiitxi it? you an the lubj^c<^l: 
Of Mr. Boyd’s claim 2; » , , , . , * , 

Never tifl Ae Sj^tb of .November; I nevenheard of it before, 
ever fnfpe^jgd iti is Mn Boyd’s claim ; but 1 >«sd the 
fufpicion a^.bdbtft ,had a right 10 

claim fome Jfi^cieuce/^ , 

5f2. On the 234 “^f CWcjslIorof tfic Ex* 

chequij declare t(i you, for thi ftformation of tlje partief^who 
Ttttght bund to b'd for„lbe fcpHtd be diiplrfed of 

by pUbhc cuiTipetiiidn ? , ^ ‘ 

1 aiked liui pomi^fdly ti e q0cftiqby.j^lK3bftr h ya$ to be by 
. rompention, and hf fold.me ; andriiat I might 

ted the gentlcmti') ; and thcn^iaiy done av^ay^,, 

513. Did the Cb^bct’llor thi.dEsp|lJ|^B3;a,t jbat 4 iigjuifi^ow 
■ who were to competijtors? ■ 

jPfoW the;Ghaheenuffof the, IJipb^er there would 
three tbit I'^kWvy^C; Mr*MriJife':ji^fed 

Jdr. Mbrj^h'i^aM t added to bJirfiMr. Morgan wa^s *i?ujry 
'uefpc^SLibk’i^.bmat.fffoh^^^^^^ but that 

-foui^peoji^te tdjuofcril^^l^rwf'^%^iohvW he marfe;3|t\Loa« 

; and that in lieu thy:rei^;-^ 

/••‘3SO,ooo or,4'^40olooDV''is\i;<lei^^^ C^l^or of 

llie $^Qhtqntt ^aa ■ ' . ■, 

^' ■' ' . 514 . pii 



REPORT Prom coMMitTEB^ 8te: »»» 

514. DW tHe Cl«n»cello!!^t>^;the 8?ccl)e^.tter then ftetetoyoer; 
lhat hci»ai$*{iiisdf?r m to adi»jt Mr, Boyd atoii Ms 

p^ty m pa the fofe)i*a of their dajro, 

' viotts^to l4s;'i^c^vinfi|-^Wybthi'r tiPm 

N(^-^e'^01Wfe^4^h:^WD'rd ab 6 o . , 

'When firft hear that Mr; Boyd tetcadie^ to bid 

for thr-LtraM 

I can*I rrcolk^l tW date, but as fopn as of |^y elfc^I 
think it was in the bcgiBmji|j of Ifevctiiber that,;! re^^yed S!t Ppte 
fn-iii Mr. Ba^d, intitpating that if I W'ilhed to be on bis 
Ik- ihc-n recci^d fettersi. ’ 

5j 6. Did Mr. Boyd you thra offer previous toliny fyi.. 
citaiion from you? , • _ 

I believe he did, but I am uot fuire; I had not feen Mr.', Boyd 
for fome time*. ^ 

517. Did you, in point of faft, folicit to be r n ]i)5 lid ? 
Certainly 1 did, by letter, but I wav more on Mr, Morgan^Vi'ft 
t}i:.n upon any of the other two. 

5 i^,‘. Did you at any time previous to the 23d of November, 
det lair youi'perfiialion that the Loan would be given ti^clofivcly. 
to Mr. I 3 :jyd ? ‘ 

No otherwsiys than as I have already ftated that I had iny jiir* 
plcions. 

519. Had you heard from Mr, Goldfmid, gr any other'perfon, 
iVir. Bnyil was fure of having the Loan ? 

Certainly not. ’ ‘ 

520. Was there any fuch rum'oar in th't,,eity? 

i «in npt fure ; propie may have expreiftd their furpJcIpns oa 
tlifi famegmuud as i'dtd. - - 

52r. When you fta:ed to Mr. Mbi^nn your fuTpicions iliat a 
pri {orvnee ivoirld be given to Mr. B^yd^ didlyon at i6e nine 
lay, that the Chan^llor of the Exchequer always in his convert 
latlfuis with you declared for competition, or to that ciTV^lt ? 
Certarhly. , 

5 2a. Had ydu aiSy'knowledge of the 'negotiation of the Loan 
for the fervice of, ihe^yeai 1794? 

Yes—i wals preftflfofficWiy as Deputy Governor of the Bank,, 
523. Do yon of the terms ofiefed 

by the Chaucellor of'\hl^E«fjiibg[uer in that year ? 

" N(.--*tiaeVer faw ^ 

5 Z^.'. 3!>6 you not foppoie that the lerms upon which that Loan, 
vv:i8 contraded for#' ^etef confid<?rably more advantageous 

for’tsfe -f&bllc than the '^^ps \: 6 iiTaincd in thfde fealed, pro^, 
pofais’j'; „ ' ' ' ' 

1 circumRai^tfes that h>vas5 I have hot a.duu]^ 

abopt it; '^‘^4 ^^ ^ ^^ 

525. mean that ’^qu ^ficliide from circumftancea 

that ihey conftderaW^ihSbic ?. " ! 

No^l had no guide to'qhable me b juS^ hoW much. 

5 ^^' Way 
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526 May it not fireqaitotly lia}ifpaa, the j^atttes miiiy he fo fitu. 
ated as to it an object to thtnt to obtain the Ljcxia on terms 
mere advantageous to ^e public than the Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer might propofe ? 

Certainly. 

527. Wlicn did you firft underftand that the Chancellor of the 
Kxcheqaer meant finally to fettle the Lo^n cm the a5th inilcad 
of the a7th of November ? 

i underftood it firft on tHo ajth of NhveaAber* 

yaS. Was that intention ^eWed to Mr. Meljilh and Mr. 
Morgan before they left Do«)rAing-*ifti«ct on'that day ? 

No**-»no otherwife than the Chancellor of the Exchequer com¬ 
ing in the room* and then fettling it$ no fuch declaration was 
made to them* that 1 knewof^ afkcr their rtfufa! to acct.ed to 
the propofol of a qualified competrion. 

yap. Did you aifift the Chancellor of the Exchequer in calcu¬ 
lating the cermb upon which the JLioan ^as contrAi^V^d for iMth 
Mefirs, Bo>d? 

No oiherwife than by giving hini thepiice of the flock of the 
day; the Chancellor of the exchequer then referred to iome pa¬ 
pers* which I did not fee; and then alked the Deputy Govt ? 
nor and me whether ^.65 was not a fair price to put the 3 />^t 
cents, at; I think 1 "might fay it w as a fair price; the quan¬ 
tum of long annuities he fettled htmfelf; I think then the 
Chactllor of the Exchequer mtiiiiontd it would be laifiiig the 
money at about .4 13/. or 14^. prr rr/ir. iuterett; J cati^t fa/ 
cxaftly. 

530* Have you dot unifoimly profeffed an opinion, that the 
terms of a Loan ought always to be made greatly in favoni of 
the fubfciibers ? « 

No* not greatly 3 I think it ought always to be in thcii fa- 
yoor, « 

531, Did you, when the terms of the Loan were fettled, beliL\ c 
that an Aofliian Loan wonldbc propofid to Parliament? 

The Cnancellor of the Exchequer had the rtferve, and men¬ 
tioned it. 

532. Did you believe that li would aftimlly take place ? 

1 could nut tell; the Chaucidlor Exchequer hrd the re- 
fervft of making it. 

323. Should you, fuppofing it to have be<n yc ur intention to 
bid for the prti nt Loan, with yonr own (pinion of the mtAabi- 
lity of an Auftrian I^oan* have been indun d to ofler for the Eng- 
hfh Loan, upon terra.* Jefs advantageous for the public oh acoount 
of tht referve made by the miiiifler in favour on au Acflnan 
Loan ? , . » ^ 

CtrtamlyfonKtWlglefc. ^ ’ * . 

524. Did you titen SeJiev^ in ,<nnt of tSat that -m Aaftriun 
lioan was likely tp {^ke^Utet i 

I did 





X9I 


Withdrew. 


R|ceiyed, and rcaS, Mr. Cliarles Harri^eVlift. 

'V -A': ^ ^ ; ,, , - 

8 abh€^tiif^Zff^ £ 4 ^mm 1796 ^ 

Mr: GILES a^in GalJe4 in, and examined./.'’ ’ \' 

'/ ' >'. , * > 

[And he delivered in an account of dock created by Loan of 
1795, which Was'Chtered in the^books of the Bank 'aa4ile' 
5^th of Dpceinber 1795; and llkewife of the ftocfc^oFeihte 
faid Loan not entered on that day $ which account ia aa* 
nexed in appendix No. i6.] ^ 


And he wa5 aflted, 

535. ir^lp you in point of faft believe, on the 25th of Noyem.- 
^eir, that,an Auilrian Loan Was likely to take place ? 

I was naturally inclipccl to think the Chancellor of^he Exche¬ 
quer meant to have one; 1 really did think fo. 

536. When you mentioned to the Cha^KcIlor of the Excheq^Utfr* 
on the 25th of November, diat he had objected to Sxipg the laft 
payment on the former Loan ro fome day in February, faying 
that he might Ivave occajiDn to raife anoi^her Loan ia Jan nary, 
were ihc parties imending to hi^ prefehti-^, 

No.—Nobody but the Deputy Governor and piyfelf, uiileft 
the two iecretarics pt the treafury were there. 

537. Did the Chancellor of the Exchequer make ahy reply to 
you when you> ila^.that to him ? 

I don’t rca)lle£t any particular r^ly^ but he feemed to me that 
he comprehended fe that, he had in fome meafure committed 
himfclf; nothing mrther pailcd on that fubjeft. 

538. Do, you Tcmefaber whether the whole of MefTrs. Boyd’s 

memorial was read ^jfc)Uih and Morgan ? 

1 believe not; I faW.|»o paii of it read to them; he ftaicd the 
cafe.inthe room. V 

539. "Po you rccQU'ejJ/attfof the particular expreflions made ufe 
of oy fbe Chancellor of tW Exchequer on fo ftatingthe cafe, with 
refoe^ tp the ftrength of Meifrs. Bpyd*?, claim f , 

do not. , ' 

you acquaintfed, with the partitfular fiinds in which 
the ne^ was intedde^ to be cr^atfd^rany time previous to 

the 23d?ipf’^Qvembfri ^ 

N at fiy an y comma»rchtfen frbm Mr. ,Ktt; but lome of the 
parties vmo meant topfiet, had tol^ iiife tliley wifhed to have 3 ptr 
rr^f. confols, and reduced and1oug' a«nu»des. which I comrouxii* 
to h:m on the i jd, and lie did wt obje^ to it. 

54 *. Dia 



54t* Did yoti cvci In cpnvPrf<ii;i0»*ftitW wii\^ 
intended to Kd, tyt with f^c CHanc^H jr ol^« 
on «>piraoi^ refjpc^JiQg the tita^ fbam wh^(^ t|i< loidreft^ fbould 
commence? ^ ^ Jh 

Nu; and I kacw noihin^j of that till the ajfjph of Nfii^mber, 
when the Ch^noellor of the £vt^pbeq\»ei mentioned it. 

54flf. WtU it Apt pi etty £^lr 4 ly Muderftood, pievjons to the 
23d pf NQVctAbtfr> that thelU«h would Jbe for 16 milhqnb and 
vpwardi*^* 

I, heard of taott (hstn t 6 mSUoos; I hcaid it ^oulJ be 
lot that fmn. 

543, Was not the amoaut of the na^ debt floating in the 
iRarW> j^cneraUr uodefflood about that time to be about fi\u 

minima ? 

I ntvci mide a calculation in iriy own mind? if I had guefled 
itf I fl>Q)t1(l have thoj^iU it mure } 1 never tbouttht about it. 

^*^4 Whateiflddn >ou thinlc the power reftivcd of funding 
flve n ilhonj of navy bill^ duiing the cunent year, inf^e^d ot 
paying them lu mon y, ought to havti on the termi of the 
Loauf 

I don’t thiuk It would have had much j puLrhapa one half per 
€i «/.—but 1 don’t know what diH Aim to fay, 

545. Do Voa tluink that funding five mdnona of the ^^a^7 bilU 
payable in the couife of tUia y ar out of the mouc> voted f<jr the 
fervuc^ofthf year^ inilead 0/their being patd iw itady moae^, 
have an cflcfl on the terms of the JUQ«jin ^ and to wloiC ea- 

lent ? 

Ce tajnly would; but to what e:ateiu I am not compt- 
tent to Ay* ,, 

^46. 1>6 you ihcan to fay more than oiv^ half j>cr unt* ? 

ViS —I think fo; much moie, 

5:47V Do you confider it to be the knowledge that a Loan, to 
any given euent, U coming Into the nurka, wht<.h ilie 

pil c of th^ K filing funds or m(;rcly the making fi;ll payment 
of^ fuch Lc" a after It h ff t^kd? 

Tht knowledge ccruunly* 

54O. Would thebitgaitt for a new ^^oan being concluded 
the making of thn Uft paynwiii pnthe preudii p I.a4n, 
tht fitfl {Mvment oa that new Loan was not to Utv'placji| 
lime afnv ail Jhc paymtnts on the fortmet Loan lbyi 4 d|l 
pleted, oper^tOa^ in aff jfting the v due of the ^ 

i#* ihc firlt p«ymcnt on inch n w Loani, to tt^kc 
thote on th*J pr? viptts Loan flipubt ^ c^ifkttd ? . 

Certainly not. ft* /’ '41 

549. Would imt th^i^ depend ch^^oa the (amSm^h re** 
mau,<fd to be paid UfKim ^ % 

• lo A degiee, cenainly. ? 

* 550. Arc you, as a Daredior of the Bahk^ acquainted with any 
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thing which paiTed there rcfpedting the Bills drawn from Ham¬ 
burgh on the trcafury, before alluded to ? 

I never knew any thing of them officially; I axxi not a direftor, 
and do not perform the mndlions of one. 

551. Has the fum of Loan, allotted to be divided between,the 
Governor and D. puty Governor of the Bank of England, been 
always the fame as the prefent ? 

For the three or fuur laft Loans they have been the fame; about 
three or four years ago, a fum of £,^0,000 each was given to them 
by the contractors, independent of their ihare of what is given to 
the Bank, and that has been continued ever fince. 

552. Are you, in your private capacity, a fubferiber to the pre^ 
Lnt Loan,* and for what fiim, and in what lift ? 

I belie VC 2 5 5,000; the whole will appear by the lift delivered 
in by Mr. Newland. 

553. Is that whole fum for yourfclf f 

No. ■ 

554. Wliat part is for yomfelf? 

^’.240,000, not more. 

555. Will you ftatc the names of iheperfons to whom th?,re^ 
gaining 15,000 has been diftributed ? 

[Lift delivered in.] 

556. It has been ftated, that the Chancallor of the Exchequer 
gave as a reafon why he applied to Mr. Boyd for an anticipation 
of the payments of the laft Loan, that perhaps the Bank of Eng¬ 
land might not find it convenient to make it; do you underlland 
what is meant by that expreffion ? 

As the Chancellor of the Exchequer never made an appliation, 
1 do not. 

557. Do you think, from your knowledge of the circumftances 
attending the advance made by Mr. Boyd, that the treafury 
have confidered themfelves as much indebted to him for the ac¬ 
commodation ? 

I doiPt know how to anfwcr that queftion'; I fancy Mr. Boyd 
was moft benefited by the tranfadtion; as I naturally apprehend, 
though J knew nothing of the matter, that Mr. Boyd might have 
fome coinmiffion, or other profit. 

558. Do you know whether any of the Hamburg Bills were 
received as cafli in making the depofit of the prelent Loan > 

Certainly not; they could not have been; the A£t of Parlia-* 
ment requires money. , 

559. To the bell of your knowledge, were not the tranfa^lions 
with refpedl to the Hamburgh Bills new and unprecedented ? 

I never faw or knew of any fuch before, 

560. Would or would not the credit of any private houfe be 
thought to fnffer from bills pretended to be drawn at Hamburgh, 
if liich bills were adlually drawn in London ? 

1 Ihould think fo; ana the bills themfelves I fhould think are 
invallid, by not being fiamped. 

cc Dq 
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561. Do you know whether any of thole bills were prefeiited 
to rKe Bank (o be difcounted ? 

1 really can't tell. 

562. Have you had occaiions to advert to the circumilaRCcs 
relat ng to public loans for fome time pail ? ^ 

Yes—at different times. 

563. Do you recollefl what has been the ufual interval between 
the fixing the bargain and opening the Budget f 

1 believe in general two or three days ; fometimes a day more ; 
and fometimes a day lefs. 

564. Before the two laft Loans, do you ever rccollcft fo long 
an interval as 12 days f 

Certainly not. 

565. Does it occur to you, that an advantage is likely to ac¬ 
crue to the public from an interval fo unufually long ? 

I do not conceive there can. 

566. Arc you acquainted with the particular clrcumflances 
wli'ch occafioncd thofe bills which were in fa6l drawn or written 
in London, to be dated as from Hamburgh ? 

I know no more of that, than what has been read to me as part 
of Mr. Boyd's evidence. 

567. Do you mean to fay that bills bearing date as at Ham¬ 
burgh, though aftually*written iii*London, under all the circum- 
fiances belonging to thofe particular bills in queflion, would b«- 
injurious to the credit of a private mercantile houfe ? 

1 have not heard all the circumflances. 

5C8. Have you heard any circumllanccs relative to the tranf- 
aftion of thefe Hamburgh bills, that w'ould make you think dif¬ 
ferently with refpefl to them, from what you have exprelfcd youi • 
felf to think of ocher tranfadlions of the like defeription f 

No. 

569. Would the Bank dlfcount for any commercial houfe what¬ 
ever, bills which were known to be drawn under the circumftancts 
which have been fiated to belong to the Hamburgh bills ? 

I believe not. 

570. Do you think that it is one of the advantages attending 
Loans by competition, that the public generally obtain the fuiu 
to be borrowed upon better terms ? 

1 ihould think fo. 

Withdrew. 


Luna 25® die yanuarii 1796. 

"O ECEIVED, and read, a letter, from Sir Robert Herries, 
rtfpefting his lift, 

Alfo received a letter from Mr. Angerftein, refpedting hi? 

lift. 
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Alfo received, and read, a letter from Mr. Morgan, dated 
Kenlington Gore, January 25th, 1796, on the fnbjedl of 
his examination; which letter is inl’erted in Appendix, 
No. 17 ; to which it was agreed by the Committee, tjhat 
an anfwer Ihould be lent to him by the Chairman ; which 
is alfo inferted in Appendix No. 18. 

EDWARD M'CULLOCH, Erquire, called in, and examined. 

571- Arc ymi a fiibfcriber to the late Loan, in whofe lift, and 
for what Ann f 

I am a fubferiber to Mr. Boyd’s lift for 00,000. 

572. Is that whole Aim for yourlclf ? 

It is. 

573. Do you mean that no other^perfon whatever has any in- 
tereit, diredly or indirecl'iy, in that fum ? 

No pej’fon whatever. 

Withdrew. 

JAMES CRAUFURD, Efquire, called in, and examined. 

574. Are you a fubferiber to the late Loan, in whofe lift, and 
for wliat Turn ? 

I am, in Mr. Bqyd’s lift, for 100,000. 

575. 1& that whole fmn for youifcU ? 

No, 

57^*. Will you (late to the Committee how mucc of that Cum 
was for yourfclf, and the names of the perluns among whom the 
rell was dillributed ? 

;^.2o,ooo was for myfelf; the reft of it was diftributed amoiigft 
my friends, the names of whom I do not think mylelf at liberty 
to mention. 

577. Will you alk permiflion of thofe friends to difclofe their 
names, and communicate the refult to the Committee? 

] will; but fome of them are abroad. 

578. How much of the remaining fum of/^.8o,coo belongs to 
perfons abroad ? 

20,000. 

Withdrew. 

ANDREW LOUGHAN, Efquire, called in, and examined* 

*579. Are you a fubferiber to the late Loan, in whofe lift, and 
for what fum ? 

1 arn, in Mr. Boyd’s lift, for the fum of 50,000. 

58c. la that wliole fum for yourfelf? 

No. 

581. Will you (late how much of that fum was for yotirfelf, and 
the names of the pevfon^ among whom the remainder was dif- 
tribuied ? 
yes. 


£-3^,000 
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j^.36,000 for royfclf and partner, Mr. Andrew Cheap. 

[Lift delivered in of the remainder.] 

Withdrew, 

JOHN PARKINSON, Efquire, called in, and examined. 

582. Are you a fubferiber to the late Loan, in whofe lift, and 
for what fum ? 

J am, in Mr. Roberts lift, for 61,000. 

583* Is that whole fum for yourfelf ? 

No. 

584. Will you ftatc to the Committee how much of that fum 
is for yourfelf, and the names of the pcifons amongft whom the 
remainder is diftributed ? 

£»S^>ooo for Mti Reed, my partner, and felf, 

[Lift delivered in of the remainder.] 

Withdrew, 


ABRAHAM ROBARTS, Efquire, called in, and examined. 

j8e. Are you a fubferiber of the late Loan, in wkofc lift, and 
for what fum ? 

I anva fubferiber in my own lift for the fum of ^^.79,000, 

586. Is that whole fum for yourfelf? 

Nr». 

587. Will you ftate to the Committee how much of that fum 
is for yourfclt, and the names of the perfons among whom the re¬ 
mainder is diftributed ? 

^.49,000 for myfelF, and 

34,000 for "the houfe of Henry Francis Brooke and Com¬ 
pany, of Biiftol, with whptn 1 am concerned. 

Withdrew. 


JOSEPH BERWICK, Efquire, called in, and examined. 

588. Are you a fubferiber of the late Loan, in whofe lift, and 
for what fum ? 

I am, in the lift of Robarts, Curtis, and and Co. to the amount 

589. Is that whole fum for yourfelf? 

No, 

590. Will you ftate to the Committee how much of that fum 
is for yourfelf, and the liames of the perfons amongft whom the 
xemainder is diftributed ? 

It is for the partners of the houfe, namely, Abraham Robarts, 
William Curtis, fillis Were, Charles Horny old, and myfclf. 

591. Do you mean to ftate that no perlon has any intcreft, dl- 
JtdtJy, or indlrcdly, in the above fum ? 

Ido, 


Withdrew. 

RAWSON 
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RAWSON AISLABIE) called m, and examined 

592* Are you a lubfcriber to the late Loan, in whofe lift, dnd 
for what fum ? 

I am an original contrador for the fum of^.342,000. 

593. Was the whole of that fum for yourfif? 

No. 

594. Will you ftatc to the Committee how much of that fum 
is for yourfelF^ and the names of the perfons among whom the re« 
mainder is diilributed ? 

;^‘.87 ,ooo for myfelf—I confider it as a kind of ha^dlhip that 
I fliould deliver in the remainder^ as trefpailing oil my private 
concerns ; but I am ready to deliver it in. 

[And the faid lift was delivered in^ and read.] 

Withdrew. 

JOHN NESBIT, Efquire, a member of the Houfe^ confents 
to be examined. 

59?. Are you a fubfcrlber to the late Loan^ in whofe lift| and 
for what fum ? 

Yes—in Mr. Boyd’s lift, for ^^.50,000. 

496. Is that whole fum fdr yourfelf ? 

It is. 

Withdrew. 

RICHARD BULLER, Efquire, called in, and examined. 

597. Are you a fubferiber to the late Loan, in whofe lift^ and 

for what fum ? * 

J am, in Solomon Salomon’s lift, for 80,000. 

598. Is that whole fum for yourfelf? 

Yes, all for mjfclf. 

Withdrew. 

WALTER BOYD, Junior, Efqnlrc, called in, and examined. 

599. Are you a fubferiber to the late Loan, in whofe lift| and 
for what fam ? 

I am, in Mr, Boyd’b lift, for 150,000, 

600. Is that whole fum for yourfelf ? 

Yts. 

6oi • Has any other perfon any intereft, direflly or Indireflly^ 
in that fum ? 

No. 

6 o 2, Are you not engaged in a houfe of bufinefs at Ham-*’ 
hureh ? 

No. 

Withdrew^ 

JOHN 
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JOHN'PETRIE, El'quire, called In, and examined. 

603* Are you a fubfcriber in the laR Loan, in ivbofcltfl', and 
for what fum r 

1 am, on account of the houfe of Petrie, Campbell, and Co. in 
Mr. Boyd's lift, for the fiim of £, 50,000. 

604. Is that whole fum entirely on account cf the houfc ? 

No. 

605. Will you ftate to the Committee how much of that luiTi 
IS for the houfc, and the names of the perfons to whom the re-* 
jnainderls diftributed ? 

30,000 for the lioufc. 

[Lift delivered in of the remainder.] 

There is another fum of 50,000 in the name of Jv'^hn and 
William Petrie, wh'ch was divided amonglt the partners iu the 
houfe of my brother William and myfelf; namely James WaU 
wyn, John Ward, William M*Gcorgc, John Pelric, and Wil¬ 
liam Petrie. 

Withdrew. 

JASPER ATKINSON, Efquirc,^called in, and examined. 

606. Are you* a fubfci ’ber to the late Lean, in whofc lift, and 
for what fum.? 

Our houfc, rf William Smith, Sir Francis Ford, 

George Smiili, and u.yftii, arc lubferiber.. to the amount of 
^.250,000. 

607. Is that whole fum for ycurfelvcs only ? 

No. 

60S, Will you ftate to the C>’mmitrec h ..I’l much of that fumii. 
for tlie hotifc, and the nair.cj of the pcrloii.^ among whom the re¬ 
mainder is diftribuicd 

The fum for curfelvcs is 50,000 each—W’irh Tcfpcct to the 
remaining 50,00c, it has been given r<i a few private Fncndy, 
to whom we were under no piLV.'OUt; engagemenr, and it was a 
voluntary ad of oar own. 

609. Will you give in an account of the names of thcpeifon> 
holding the remaining fum of/'. 50,000? 

J am not prcparec to give in lift. 

610. Will you tianfmit to the chairman of this Committee the 
ibid lift ? 

1 have no objeftion to apply to the parties for their confent to 
do fo. 

611. Has any other pcrf<»n, dirtflly or indircflly, any intercil 
ip the 200,000 divided amongftthc houfc ? 

No. 

^ Withdrew. 

IlENRV 
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HENRY DAVIDSON, Efquire, called in, and examined. 

612. Are you a fubferiberto the late Loan, in whofe lifl:, and 
for what fum ? 

The houfe of Davidfon’s and Graham, namely Duncan David- 
fon, Henry Davidfon, and Charles Graham, arc fubferibers, iu 
Mr. Boyd's lift, to the amount of 75 jOoo. 

615. Is the whole of that liim for yourl’elves alone ? 

Wo. 

614. Will you ftate to the Committee how much of that fum is 
for the houfe, and the names of the perfons amongil whom the 
remainder is cliftnbnted ? 

I’or ourfeh'cs 33,000; and as to the remainder, I will en-» 
Gcavour to obtriui the permifiion of ilie parties to whom.it was 
;jivcn, and will deliver in their names. 

Withdrew* 

JOHN BATIYE, Efquire, called in, and examined. 

61;. Are ^o^ a fubfcrlber to the late Loan, in whofe lift and * 
for v. ji?>r I'nm ? 

1 nm, in Mr. Boyd's lift for^. 50,000; and In Mr. TheUu/Ton's 
sift ibr 7,c.-o, 

L 1 f'. Are the whole of thofe fums for you-fclf alone ? 

"1 7:C»co IS for niyfdf and pnrtmT, Edw-ard Whittcnhall; 
;nd of the //.30,000 I gave 5,000 only to a Mr. Thomas 
U.r.vXcf; the whole of the remainder was for myfclf alone. 

Withdrew. 

JAMES I'lROGDEN, Eiqulre, called in, and examined. 

617. Are you a a fubkiiber to the late Loan, in whofe lift^ and 
‘o* what fiiii* ? 

I iiro, in Mr. Boyd’s lift, in my own name for^. 30,000; and 

the finn of Biclciicll and Brcf’d^ n, jT. 50,000. 

5 i 8 . Aje the whole of thole iunij for yourfelves only ? 

\ es ; c:!:c‘'pt 10,co'^, \shich vvn.") riven to a foreign houfe. 

Withdrew. , 

IiTv'lANlJLL BARUH LOUSADA, Efquire, called in, and 
examined. 

619. Arc yt'u a fubfeiiber to the late Lean, in whofe lift, and 
oi wiiatfum: 

J am, ia Mr. Goldfinid’s iifti to the amount of^T. 50,000. 

620. Is that whole fum lor >(mrfclr 

Yes; but 1 have fincc difpofed of part of it amongft my ©wn 

Withdrew. 
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william MATHEW RAIKES, Efquirc, called in, and 
examined. 

621. Are you a fubfcriberto the late Loan, in whole lift, and 
for what fum ? 

lam, for £• $7,000; £.$0,000 in Mr. Goldfmid’s lift, and 
7,000, as a Director of the Royal Exchange AiTurance Com-, 
pany. 

622. Arc thofe fums for yourfelf alone ? 

No. 

623. Will you ftatc how much of thofe fums is for yourfelf, 
and the names of the perfons amongft whom the remainder is 
diftributcd ? 

£. 7,000 for myfelf. 

[Lift delivererl in of the remainder.] 

Withdrew. 

JOB MATHEW R A IKES, Efquire, called in, and 
examined. 

624. Are you a fubfcriber to the late Loan, in whole lift, and 
for what fum ? 

J am, for £. 50,000, in Mr. Goldfmid's lift. 

62 c. Is that whole iuiu for yourfelf^ 

No. 

626. Will youftate to the Committee how n uch of that fum 
IS for yourfelf, and the names of the perlous aiuongil whom the 
remainder is diftributed ^ 

The whole of it was for the hoiife of William and Thcnias 
Raikes, and Co. ; to wit, William Raikes, I'homas Raikes, W iL 
iiam Mathew Raikes, and Job Mathew Raikes; of which 1 nm 
a partner. 

W^ithdrew. 

CLAUDE SCOTT, Efquire, called in, and examined. 

627. Are you a fubfcriber to the late Loan, in whofe lift, and 
for what fum ? 

Yes; for /\ 50,000, in Mr. Goldfmid’s lift. 

629. Is that w’holc fum for yourfelf? 

Yes; wholly for myfelf, and no other perfon is concerned. 

Withdrew. 

CORNWALL SMALLEY, Efquire, called in, and examined. 

629. Arc you a fubfcriber to the late Loan, in whofe lift, and 
for what fum ? 

I am. In Mr. TheHufiba’s lift for £. 50,000, and in Mr. Gold- 
6a:d*s for 10,000. 


6 ;o. Ate 
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6 ^X 3 . Are chofe whole Turns for yourfelf? 

Uo. 

' 6^1, Will you ftatcto the Committee how much of thofc Turns 
h for yourfelf, and the names of the perfons amongll whom the 
remainder is diftributed^ 

. 58,000011 account of myfelf and partner:;, namely, Samuel 
Thornton and Robert Thornton; and;(,. 2,000 on account of a 
friend. 

Withdrew. 

ROBERT WATTS, Efquire, called in, and examined, 

632. Are you a fubferiber to the late Loan, in whole lift, and 
for wliat fum ? 

Yes, in the lift of Mr. Boyd, 50,000, and in Mr. Gold« 
fmid’f, 7,000, 

633. Arc thoTe wjiole fums for yourfelf? 

No. 

6^ f. Will you Hate to the Committee how much of thofe Turns . 
is furyouifeU., and the names of the peiTons amungft whom th'S 
reinaindci ih diftnbiited ? 

The Turn on my own account was only £, 7,000 ; the £» 50,000 
was for the account of Mr. Shaw, of Dublin. 

Withdrew. 


Matth^ 26^, diejanuarii 1796. 

{Copies of the contrails or agreements for the Loans for the 
fervices of the years I794.> i795> and 1796, were delivered 
in to the Committee; and are inferted in Appendix, 
Nos. 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24., and 25.] 

LACHLAN ROBER'r MACKINTOSH, Efquire called in, 
and examined. 

A ^ fubferiber to the late Loan, In whofc lift, and 

for what fum ? 

lam, in Mr. Bryd’s lift, for the fiim of 70,000, 

^>36. Is that whole fum for yourfelf? 

No. 

657. Will you ftatc to the Committee how much of that fum 
is fur yourlelf, and the names of the perfons amongli whom the 
remainder is diftributed ? 

20,000 for myfelf; the remainder was divided among three 
diftereiit perfons; one for ^.30,000, and two for jf. 10,000 
each; the names of whom I am not at libcity to mention, but! 
will apply to ih^m for their confent fo to do. 

dd 


Withdrew. 

ELLIS 
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ELLIS WERE, Erqmrc, callcii in, and examined. 

' 638, Are you a fubfcribcr to the laie Loan, In whofe lift, and 
fotwhat'fum? 

I a n, in the general lift, for £. ioo,coo. 

639. Is that whole fam for yourfclf? 

No part of it. 

640. Will you ftate the names of the perfons among whom thal 
fuin is diftrihuied ? 

I am Hpder fome difficulty about that; many of ou-r cuftomers, 
who did not choofe to have their names mentioned, are included 
under the names of Mr?. Hornyoldaiwl myfclf; and of courfc we 
Hand pledged not to difcloTe their names, and it would interfere 
\»ith the intereft of onr bdimeL : I have no other rcafon to aflign 
than that we are bound by honour and promife, and that it 
would iiUerfeic with the interefi; of many of them who are fo¬ 
reigners. 

641. “What part of the fum is for foreigners ? 

That I cannot explain. 

^ 642. Will you ftate to the Committee, as foon as yon can in*' 

form yourfclf properly on the fubjeft, how much of that fum is 
for foreigners, without reference to names } 

I cannot give that information 5 I believe Mr. Hornyold can. 

643. Was the fum of 235,000, w^hich Hands in the name of 
'Chaiics Hornyold, who has been ftated ro be a paitncr in your 
houfe, diftributed in the fame manner as the j|f.iQO,coo ? 

Yes, it was diftribulcd omongft the cuilomers or correfpond- 
ents of our houfe. 

Withdrew. 

CHARLES HORNYOLD, Efquire, called in and examined, 

644. Are you a fubferiber to the late Loan, In whofe lift, and 
for what fum.? 

I am. In Robarts and Co’s lift, to the amount of jf.23^,000. 

645. Ib that whole fum for yourfclf? 

No. 

646. Are you acquainted with the diftribution of the fum of 
xoo,cco which ftands in the name of Ellis Were ? 

No —1 am hot. 

647. How much of the fum of ^^235,000 in your own name L 
for youfftlf? 

jg.100,000 for the houfe cxclufively. 

648. Will you ftate to the Committee the names of thofc 
among whom .the remaining ^.135,000 is diftributed? 

It id diftributed between three toreigners, whofe names 1 am 
*llot at liberty to mention. ^ 

• ":6^9. Do you fpeak of your own knowledge, that that fiun was 
difhibuted among foreigners only ? v . .. 

^ Yes. 

650. Do 
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' 650. Do you know of whom informattion can be o’it^ined re- 
fiucting ihe dillribution of ioo,oooh ftanding in the name of 
ElHs Were ? 

No^ I do not« 

Withdrew. 

Mr. WERE again called in, and examined. 

651. Will you endeavour to inform yourfelf of the names of 
the perfons among whom he ioo,oool, is didribaied, and deliver 
in a lift of them to the Committee i 

Yes—X vvill, if they confent. 

Withdrew. 

SOLOMON SALOMONS, Efquire, called in, and examined. 

652. Arc you a fubferiber to the late Loan, in whofc lift, and 
for what lum ? 

J liiind as a contraftor in the lift,f t the fum of 685,000!. 

65 3, Hovv much of that fum iiands in your own name ? 
5i:o,ot)ol. 

OJ4. Is that whole fum for yourfelf only ? 

No. 

655. Will you Hate to the Committee how much of that fum 
is for yourfelf, and the names of the perfons among whom the 
remainder is diftributed ? 

1 vvill ftalc what was for myfeif, to wit. i6c,oool. as to the rc- 
xnaindcr I am not at liberty to mendon it; and i Ihould not like 
to betray a iriift i^hich has been committed to me. 

656. Will you endeav air to obtain their permiftion to mention 
their names, and deliver in the lift to the Cummitie ? 

Yes. 

Withdrew. 

ELEAZER PtIILIP SALOMONS, Erquire, callled in, and 
examined. 

657. Are you a contraftor to the late Loan, in whofe ILft, and 
for what lum ? 

Yes, for the fum of 1,711,000!. 

65S. How much of that fum ftands in your own name? 

Only 358,000!. but there is a further fum 8oo,oaol. in my 
own lift, in ihe name of Benjamin and Abraham Goldfmid, which 
btl >ngs to me. 

650. Iii the whole of that fum of 1,158,000!. for yourfelf only ? 

660. Will you Hate to the Committee hot# much oi that fum 
is for yourfelf, and the names of the pcrlous' among whom the 
remainder is d ltribuied ? 


About 
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About 530 or 540,oool» was for myfelf—rffpe^ting the remain¬ 
der I am not at liberty to ftate the diilribution. 

661. Will you endeavour to obtain permiihon of the pcrfons 

among whom that remaining fum was diftributcd, and deliver in 
a Hit of their names to the Committee ? * 

1 will make a point of it. 

662. Has any other perfbn» dircftly or indircr>Jy, any intereft 
in that fum of 530 or 540,000!. before mentioned ? 

No, it Is all my own. 

Withdrew. 

JUDAH PHILIP SALOMONS, called in, and examined. 

663. Are you a fubljcriber to the lace Loan, in whofe lift, and 
for wiiat fum ? 

1 am, in the lift of Solomon Salomons, for the fum of 55,000!. 

664. is that whole i'um for yourfelf ? 

Ycd—and no other perfon has any intereft in it wiiatfover. 

Withdrev/. 

ABRAIIAHAM GOLDSMID, Efq. called iw, and examined. 

665. Are you a contraflor to the late Loan, in whofe lift, and 
for what fum ? 

1 ari, for the fum of 2,966,000!* 

Are you a fubferiber for any further fums in the lifts oi 
;he Ollier eoniradtors ? 

In Mr. Robarts’s lift for 70,coo 
In Mr. Aillabic’s — 30,000 

. In Mr. Solomon Salomon’s 20,000 
in E. P. Salomon’s — 930,000 


1,050,000 

2,966,000 


4,016,00c 

667. For how much or the feveral fums for which you appear ai 
a contraftor or fubferiber, amounting to 4,016,000!, have you de¬ 
livered in the names of any other peifons as fubferibers ? 

To the bell of my recolleflion 524,000!. 

668. Is the whole of the remaioder, amounting to 3,492,000!. 
fo^’ourfclf only ? 

669. Will you ftate to the Committee how much of that fum is 
for yourfelf, and the names of the perfons among whom the re¬ 
mainder is diftributcd i 

.482,000 for my brother Benjamin G ddfmid and myfelf; as 
to the remaining 3,010,000 I can't give up* a lift, as 1 was in ho¬ 
nour 
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Hour bound not to do fo ; I could furniili the Committee with fe- 
vcral names of perfons to whom 1 did not make that precife pro- 
mife; but as there are fevcral gentlemen concerned, fuch as ban¬ 
kers, it would prove an inconvenicncy to them, for fear they 
might be called on by their enftoraers for not having allowed them 
fharcs $ but I can allure the Committee, that there is no gentle¬ 
man concerned who has any thing to do in political matters. 

670. Will you endeavour to obtain the confent of the perlbns 
to whom you have alluded, and with their permifllon deliver in a 
lift of their names to the Committee ? 

1 have applied to the major part of them, and they haveuniyer- 
fally difapproved of my publilhing their names. 

671. Will you then deliver in a lili of the names as perfedt as 
you fhall be able to make it, and alTigning rcafons where the 
names do not appear ? 

I wilL 

Withdrew- ^ 

CHRISTOPHER TERRY, Efquire, called in, and examined. 

672. Were voii included in the lilt of perfons who intended to 
fubferibe for the liOan under Mr. James Morgan ? 

I was. 

673. In confequcnce of Mr. Morgan’s difappointment, were 
you deputed by any of the fubferibers to his lilt to wait on the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer? 

At a general meeting, a Committee was appointed, which 
Committee deputed inc and Mr. Blown to wait on the Chancellor' 
of the Exchequer. 

674. Can you flate what pafTed at that meeting? 

I went with Mr. Brown, on or about the ftcondxif December, 
to the Chancellor of the Exchequer ; wc dated to him the reafoii 
of our attendance, which was, that the geiitlcmen of the Com¬ 
mittee wifhed toreprcfciit their grievances, owing to his not hav¬ 
ing all »wcd a competition En* the Loan. The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, in reply, related wliat had pafied at the meeting when 
Mr. Morgan attended for fettling the preliminaries; and {aid* 
he wiflied to fatisfy Mr. Brown and me, that what he did was for 
the benelit of the public at large; he alfo read the letter that he 
had received from Mr. Boyd, the night previous to the intended 
meeting: ht'laid, after reading and confidering it, he thought 
** that Mr, Boyd’s claim deferved fomc degree of aticntion*’—I 
think thofe were his very words; but he acknowledged that, in 
his opinion, Mr. Boyd had no legal preference. The Chancellor 
of the Exchequer /aid, he had wifhed to afcerlain, whether any 
agreement bad been made, at the time of making the former 
Loan, refpefting Mr. Boyd’s claim; on which he coufulted with 
the Governor of the Bank, with refpedt to any converfation 
which had paffed at the former X^oan. That the Governor of 
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the Bank informed him, that it had not been nfual to make a new 
Loan till the laft payment of the former one was made. The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer was afted, whether it was his in¬ 
tention to have fettled the Loan on that day ?—he faid, that it 
was not j that his reafon for fettling it on that day was, that Mr. 
Morgan and Mr. Mclllih having refufed to become competitors, 
he was left with the other parties only; that he firtt confuked 
with the Governor and Deputy Governor of the Bank on the 
terms, and then clofed with Mr. Boyd, 

675. Have you anyreafon to apprehend, that a better bargain 
would have been made for the public, if Mr. Morgan had been ad¬ 
mitted to a competition for the Loan ? 

1 have rt afon to think I'o. 

676. Did yon give to any gentleman authority to Bate in par¬ 
liament, that Mr, Morgan w’ould have made an offer by at leafl: 
two^er cent, more ndvantagecus for ihc public had he then been 
permitted to bid ? 

I did. 

677. Was not that authority derived in part from converfations 
with Mr. Morgan ? 

It WUt). 

678. At what time baci vou that converfation with Mr. Mor¬ 
gan, which led you to lii| pofe that he would oifer terms ot two 
ft'f cent, more favonrabV lo tlio piiblie ? 

The day aficr the Li*. j w:', agreeJ upon. 

679. Was it not then publicly known what the terms were ? 

Yes. 

Withdrew. 

Received, and read, a letter from Mr, Pafeoe Grenfell, dated 
Spring Garden, 25th January 1796; on the fubjed of hig 
Hit. 

Alfo, received, and read, a no e from Mr. Godfchall Johnfon, 
dated Aibemarie-ftreei, 35th Ja*.udry 1796, on ihc lubjtd 
of his nil. 


Luna^ die iS Fehruarii 1796- 

« 

Mr. ABRAPIAM GOLDSMID again Called in, and examined 5 
and delivered in his lift. 

he was aflced; 

680. It appealing that the fum 1,253,000 yet remains unac¬ 
counted for, haw is that fum cillributed \ 

Among diffeicm petfons, t.> whom I am under rellridlons not 
to mention ilicir names, of which the greaiejl p^it are bankers. 

6S1. Whttl.cr. 
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681. Whether, among the perfon* whofe names you ftateyour- 
fclfto be under an engagement to conceal, is there anyonewhem 
you confidered as authoiized by the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
to apply to you to be put on your lift, or who is in any way con¬ 
nected with him f 

No one whallbevcr—T beg leave to repeat that there is no one 
in a political charader (unlefs there Ihould be any member of 
parliament concerned as a partner in any banking or mercantile 
boufe) or in any way whatever connefled with the treafury, that 
has any (hare or in*ereft whatever in my Ui\ ; and this 1 ihould be 
ready at any time to atteil upon oath. 

682. Do you know w'hether the fuiu of 130,000!. (landing ia 
the name of Goldfinid, Son, and Co. is on the:: foie account.^ 

1 know it to be entirely fo. 

683. Do y-^u know whether the fum cf 6e,coDl, fending in 
the name of N. Leviin, is nn his own a^* ouur •' 

and i!.at rh? ^^,ccol. {{ind*; in liii n^me in the 

lift which 1 now d^j^ivor in for Mr. K, P. Salomons, is alib cn his 
own account entirely. 

[And the faiJ lift was ueihvcrcd in*] 

684. Do you know whether thf* fum of 50,000!. ftanding in 
the name of L. D. Symons, :s wi his own account? 

J knovv it is. 

Withdrew”, 

Received, and read, a letter from Mr. Eoyd, dated Sacitvdlc 
Streei, 30th January 1796; and allc, 

A letter from Mr. James Drumin >iid, dated C7th January 
1796, on the fubjecl nf Mr. Mcickintofn's Dift> - 
Alfo received, and read, a letter f»uin Judah Ph; Salomon?, 
dated 30th January 179.'5, ftariiig Ida having 6,000k in the 
lift of E. P. Salomons, efquirc, 

Mr. GRENFELL again called in, and examined. 

685. Do you periiil in declining to give ia a lift cf the names of 
the pcifons upon your lift ? 

1 do ; my icafoii is, £ could not dc# it without being guilty of A 
breach of proinlfe. 

686- Whether, among the perfons whofe names you ftate your- 
felf to be under an eiigtigi*meiic to conceal, is there any-one whom 
you conlidered as uuUiorizcd by the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
to apply to you to be put on your lift, or who is in any way con- 
nedlcd with him f 

Certainly not: and 1 iliould be ready to atteft this upon oath, it 
called upon. 


Withdrew. 
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Aiartisj 2? die FebrUarli 1796. 

Mr. JAMES CRAUFURD attended, and delivered in his Lift* 
MEVER COHEN, efquire, called in, and examined. 

687- YT appears that you arc a Aibfcriber on Mr. E. P* Salo- 

Jl- mon’s lift for thefum of 200,000!» is thatfum entirely on 
your own account ? 

It is: no other perfon Is direftly or Indireflly concerned, or ha0 
any Intereft therein. 

Withdrew* 

Mr. JOHN BATTYE again called in, and examined; 

And be dcilred to give the following explanation to bis former 
evidence; 

My name ftands on Mr. Thellufbn’s lift for 43,000!.—I before 
informed the committee that 7,000." of that lurn was for myfelf 
and partner—tlic other 36,000!. (not being immediately con¬ 
cerned in it) had efcaped my rccollcfiion when I was laft before 
the committee: it was thus divided. 

fLift delivered in.] 

Mr. THOMAS HAMMERSLEY attended, and delivered 10 

his lift. 

And he was aficed, 

688. Did the Chancellor of the Exchequer, or any perfon wh ni 
veu coiiijdered as authorized by him, make any application to 
you refpediing thediftiibutiou of that llurc of the Loan of which 
you had the diijpofal ? 

Certainly not. 

Withdrew^ 

Mr* ELLIS WERE again called in, and examined. 

689. Have you brought the lift with you of the ico,oooI. 
which remained unaccounted for, of that part of the Loan which 
was diftributsd by the Houfc of MefTrs Roberts, Curtis, and Co. j 
to wit, 3, o 66, goo 1, ? 

I have not. 

690. State your reafon why you perfift in your refufal ? 

I have recurred to the gentlemen, w^ho will not pemit it. 

691. Did the Chancellor of the Exchequer, or arty perfon 
whom you confidered as authorized by him, make any application 
to you refpefting the diftribution of that /hare of the Loan of 
which you had the difpofal ? 

No; and I ftiould have no objeflion to make an affirmation to 
the truth of that aiTcition. 

Withdrew. 

Received, and re»d, a letter from Mr. George Ridge, dated 

Charing CroL, February 2, 17961 inclofing hh lift, 

Alfo* 
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Airf>, received, and read^ a letter from Mr- James Atkin Ton, dated 
Lombard Street, and February 1796, incloiing hi. lift. 

Alfa# received, and read, a Letter from Henry Davidibn, daicd 
Bedford Square, Monday, ift February, incloiing his lift. 
Alfo, received, and read, a letter from Sir R. here Herrics, dated 
Sc. James’s Street, ift February 1796, inclofing bis lift. 


se. 
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Appendix, i. 

Keniington Gore, Nov. x6, 1795. 

5IR, 

T Have the honor to acquaint you, that, ^onlidering it to be 
^ your fixed principle in allpclbble cafes to difpofe ot Loans by 
competition ; I have formed a lift to enable me to offer for the cn- 
fuing Loan, to the amount of 15 millions, and to be extended if 
nectflary—I'hc fubferibers are about 400 real ftockholders, and 
monied men, and are prepared to make the payment,—I have at 
my banker’s upwards of 300,000!. and can have 200,oool. more 
at a moment’s notice, to depofit as a fccurity.—It has been my aim 
to have no fubferibers for large Turns, but to diffufe the fubferip- 
tion; and I can with confidence allure you, Sir, that the lift is 
complete and proper for the purprfe, and will tend to advance the 
Tiricc of the contrad—And confidering, that, in conducing fo 
important a concern, it is proper for me to be prepared to meet 
all poftible events ; and refleding, that circumliances may make it 
iiccpffary, and parliament may agree to guarantee a further Loan to 
he raifed in England for his Majefty the emperor; in that cafe, I 
am ready, on behalf of my lift of fubferibers, to conform to your 
own conditions, by a pofuivc or eventual agreement; having en¬ 
tire confidence that you always with the beft intentions, and 
conformable to jjiftice.—1 have the honor to be, 

S I R, 

Yourmoft, 

The Right Hon* Wm. Pitt. 
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Airf>, received, and read^ a letter from Mr- James Atkin Ton, dated 
Lombard Street, and February 1796, incloiing hi. lift. 

Alfa# received, and read, a Letter from Henry Davidibn, daicd 
Bedford Square, Monday, ift February, incloiing his lift. 
Alfo, received, and read, a letter from Sir R. here Herrics, dated 
Sc. James’s Street, ift February 1796, inclofing bis lift. 
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Keniington Gore, Nov. x6, 1795. 

5IR, 

T Have the honor to acquaint you, that, ^onlidering it to be 
^ your fixed principle in allpclbble cafes to difpofe ot Loans by 
competition ; I have formed a lift to enable me to offer for the cn- 
fuing Loan, to the amount of 15 millions, and to be extended if 
nectflary—I'hc fubferibers are about 400 real ftockholders, and 
monied men, and are prepared to make the payment,—I have at 
my banker’s upwards of 300,000!. and can have 200,oool. more 
at a moment’s notice, to depofit as a fccurity.—It has been my aim 
to have no fubferibers for large Turns, but to diffufe the fubferip- 
tion; and I can with confidence allure you, Sir, that the lift is 
complete and proper for the purprfe, and will tend to advance the 
Tiricc of the contrad—And confidering, that, in conducing fo 
important a concern, it is proper for me to be prepared to meet 
all poftible events ; and refleding, that circumliances may make it 
iiccpffary, and parliament may agree to guarantee a further Loan to 
he raifed in England for his Majefty the emperor; in that cafe, I 
am ready, on behalf of my lift of fubferibers, to conform to your 
own conditions, by a pofuivc or eventual agreement; having en¬ 
tire confidence that you always with the beft intentions, and 
conformable to jjiftice.—1 have the honor to be, 

S I R, 

Yourmoft, 

The Right Hon* Wm. Pitt. 
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A]^pendix, No. 2. 

Bank tif England, Dec. 17,1795. 

COPIES of thr different LIS T S of the S U B S C R 1 B E R 5 
to the L O A N of the prefent Year (for the Service of the Year 
1796) as fent into the Bank by the Coniraftors for the fame. 


Governor andDep. Governor of the Bank —r 
Governor, Dtp. Governor, and Direct, of tire Bank 

The Eaft India Company -- 

Rcyal Exchan^^c Affurance Company ■ 

London AlTurance Company — - 

South Sea Company --— 

Trinity Houfe . . 

Abraham Newland, for himfeif and Ofhee 
Pafcoc Grenfell, Efq. 

Ellis Were, Efq. - - 


11*0,000 

4cc,*co 

3CU r CO 

200 coo 
X 00.000 

2CC-,000 
100,000 
100,010 
100,000 
100,000 


Meff. Beyd, Benfield, and Co. 5,704,000; 


To John Julius Angerftcin, Efq. 
Godlchall Johnfon, Efq. — 

Cha. Htrries, Efq. and Co. 

! Sir Francis Ford, J 3 art. — 

William Smith, Efq. Lombard Street, 
George Smith, Efq. ditto 

Jafper Atkinfon, J. Efq. ditto 
Edward M‘Ciilloch, Efq. and Co. 
Thomas Harometfley, Efq, ~ 

{ 2 of 10 m. T 

6 of 3 m f 
12 of 1 m. J 

Meffrs. WalwyB, Wm. Petrici and Co- 

John Petrie, Efq. - - 

William Petrie, Efq. ■■ ■ 

Mcflrs. J. Petrie, Campbell, and Co. 
Meffrs. Davidfons and Graham — 

James Carey, Efq. - 

John Baltye, Efq.' - 

Daniel Giles, Efq. - 

Daniel Giles, jiin. Efq. — - - 

Edward Mafon, Efq. -- 


350,000 

350,000 

250,000 

IGOjOOO 

50,000 

50,000 

50,000 

lOO.OOO 

100,000 

80,000 

50,000 
25 000 
25,000 
50,000 
75,000 
20,coo 
50,000 
90,000 
20,000 
IO»OCO 


Carried over 


1,895,000 


1,800,0000 



rebokt fkom the select committee, &C. 


Brought fotward 1,895,000 


Si»muel Beachcrofc, Efq, - lo^ooo 

Samu'.l Bol'anquet, Urq. - - - 10,000 

Brook Wiitfon, Efq. ■ — 20,000 

peter DelbrcfTes, Efq. ' ■ - - 3»oop 

John Shoolbred, Efq. 8,000 

Gilbert Younjj. Efq, ■ - - 5,000 

Cu hbert Rippon, E(q. - - - - 5,000 

Meil's. Cheap and Lougbnan — 50,000 

James Arthur, Efq. ■■■ ■ 25,000 

Edmund Larkcn, Efq, - 18,000 

Thomas Higgins, Efq. — - 12,500 

J. P, Hankey, Efq. - - • 10,000 

John Rae, Efq, 8,000 

MeiTis. Caldcleugh and Boyd —— io,cco 


Edward Vaux, Efq. 15,>000 

John and Alexander Anderfon, Efqrs. lo.ooo 

George Yelverton, Kendal, Efq. — 25,000 

James Brogden, Efq. — — ■■ 30,000 


Mfflrs. PiefchcU and Brogden l^om } 

Alexander Baxter, Efq. —— 

John Taylor Vaughan, Efq. - - 

William Gemmell, Efq. - - 

Robert Walls, Efq. ' 

MeUVa. Nevvnhain, Everett, and Co. 

George Wheatley, Efq." - 

MeflVs. Kymer, IVPcTaggart and Co. 

R. L. Willis, Efq. - 

William Bell, ]un. Efq. — 

Ifaac Minet, Efq. — 

MefTrs. Milligan and Mitchell ■ 

James Burn, Efq, - 

[ohn Pafley, Efq. - - 

Francis Melvilj Efq. -- 

James Sibbald, Efq » ■■ ""*■ 

Meflis. Marm, and George Peacock 

John Anthony Rucker, Efq. -- 

Daniel Henry Rucker, Efq. — 

Godfrey Thornion, Efq. and Son 
Abraham Newland, Elq, —— 

Mcflrs. Biddulph, Cocks and Co. — 

William Lufhington Efq. -— 

MefTrs. Bolderoand Co. ■ ■ ■ ■■ — 

James Craufurd, Efq. --— 


50.000 

10,000 

20,000 

20,000 

50,000 

30,000 

10,000 

10,C0J 

3,000 

8,000 

20,cco 

10,000 

ic,ooo 

15,00'; 

10,000 

30,000 

5,000 

15,000 

5,000 

30,000 

20,000 

15.000 

4 -0,000 

20,000 

100,000 


/• 

1,800,000 


Carried over i. 740,000 1,890,00® 



REPORT FROM THE SELECT COMMITTEE, 


Brought over 1,740*000 
MeiTrs. Sikes, Snaith, and Snaith 10,000 

Sartlct Goodrich, Efq, 

Gilncrt Francklyn, Ei'q. 

Geotgc Curling, Efq. 

John Ribes, Efq. 


Mr. William Hancock — 

Mr. Richard Ofwin - 

William Forfsteen, Efq. 

Philip RiUiet, Efq. — 

Richard Barwcll, Efq — 

Aug. R. Hankey, Efq. — 
Edward Cox, Efq. 


MefTrs. Blanchenay, Cbauvct, and Co. 
Robert Hankey, Efq. ■ ■ — 

Meflrs. Coles, Godwin, and Coles 
John Waiter, Efq. ■ 

Meflr5. Puget and Bainbridge 


10,000 
8,000 
8,000 
- 8,000 
200,000 
200,000 
3,000 
5,000 
10,000 
3,000 
10,000 
5,000 
10,000 
10,000 
4,oco 
4,000 


William Ogilvie, Efq. — ■ 
Colonel Barry — *■' ■— 

Robert Petrie, M. D. — — 

R. M. Spence, Efq. — — — 

John Nelbitt, Efq. 


Wm. Ed\vards,Efq, (Accountant of the Bank) 5,000 
W^illiamKingsford, Elq. . - 10,000 

Ti^dinhiirafi at 1 

10,000 

8,000 
8,000 
5,000 
5,000 
50,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
25,000 
5*000 
5,000 
8,000 
5,000 
10,000 
5,000 
5,000 
20,000 
10,000 
30,000 
5,000 
5,000 
5,000 
5,000 
20,000 
10,000 


Mefll s. Phyn, Ellice, and Inglis ■ — - 

Francis Melvil Efq. (for Baron Wolff) 
Drummond Smith, E.^q. ■ 

Thomas Littledale, Efq. ■■ ■ — 

William Ncttlcfliipp, Elq- — 

J.N. MaiIlaid,Efq. — — 

H. Tahourdin, Efq. — ■ — 

George Munro — —— 

Paterick George Craufurd, Efq. — 

Mr. J. Humble (Bullion Office) — 

Richa.d Mokfworth, Efq. ■ ” 

B?rthiilomew Huber Efq. — 

James Reed Efq. ■■■ ■ 

Sir James Efdaile, and Co. . . - 

W. H. Coesvclt, Efq. ■ ' ■ 

Robert Saunders, Efq. — 

Richard Parkins, Efq. —— — 

W. H. Johnfon, Efq. - 

Sir John Earner — — 

Me&s. Earner, Wells, and Headley 


I,boo,000 


Carried forward 1,842,000 1,800,000 
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Brought over 1,842,000 i, 800|000 


Thomas Watfon, Efq. (Aldermanbury) 
MefTrs. Senior and Mandes — 

MefTrs. Mac. Tavifli, Frafer, and Co. 
William Sharp, Efq. — 

John Mackay, Efq. — — 

Robert Slade, Efq. - 

MefTrs. J. M. Siorretand Co. 

James Seton, Efq. — 

fames Mackenzie, Efq. - 

J. A. DubuifTon, El'q. - -■* 

MefTrs. Barclay’s and Tritton — 

William Ward, Efq. — 

John Chalie, Efq. . — 

Mr, Hollen - - 

^iir Andrew Hammond — 

Tho. Read, Efq. (Imperial Ann. 
Anthony Maiigin, E^fq. — 

Edward Maxwell, Efq. 


Olfice) 


Mrs. Anac Renee Bontems-Achard 
Henry Hoyle Oddie, Efq. 

Mc/Trs. Lockhart’? S: Co. (for Mr. Hogdan) 5,000 
Willwm Adam, E^l’q. - 5»oco 


- 5,000 
10,000 
JO,000 
4,000 
5,000 
3,coo 
10,000 
3,000 
5,000 
2,000 
30,000 
10,000 
10,000 
5,000 
5,000 
5,000 
12,000 
25,000 
10,000 
% 5,000 


L. R. Mackin 


[ 20 m. "I 

10 m*. f — ^0,000 

10 m. J 


Jnhn William Re% Efq. 
Walter Boyd, Junr. Efq. 
John S^ockwdl, Efq. 
Boydj Benheldf and Co. 


150,000 

150,000 

20,000 

1 , 593,000 


MefTrs. Robans, Curtis and Co. /.2,966,000; viz* 


Charles Brooke — - — 

John Strother Ancrum 
Edward Aufltn — 

James Arthur — 
William Atkinfon 
Benjamin Babbage 
John Holland ■ 

[ohii Bra/.ier 

James Bidden — 

Charles Brunfdon 

Le Mcile Dc Beaufond 


11,000 

3,000 

3,000 

11,000 

22,500 

3,000 

11,000 

5,500 

3,000 

16,000 

4,000 


Carried forward 930,000 7,504,000 



USPOKT PROM THE SECRET COMMITTEE, &c. 



Brought over 

930,000 

Jofcph Berwick — 

— 

459000 

William Barker - 

_ 

1 fsOOO 

George Bogg - 


5,5^-0 

Jere Batley 

— — 

SfS^o 

Benjamin lUdcy - 


5,^00 

Jofeph Buihnan — 

—^ — 

9,coo 

Thomas Berwick — 

> — 

5,500 

William Borradaile 


11,000 

Robert Crafton —* 

... 

11 ,coo 

Benjamin Collier — 

- - 

5,500 

Charles Clark — 

•— 

5,500 

John Coufins — 

— . — 

. 9^000 

Beter Clark — 

— 

5,500 

William Chatteris 


11,000 

Harvey Chriftian Combe 


11,000 

William Coningham 


16,500 

John Carbin • « ■■ -- 

. —- 

5,500 

Charles De Croix 


22,500 

Timithy Curds — 

—- 

if5,ooo 



9,000 

James Cunis —— 


9,OOQ 

William ChriAopher 


9,000 

John Champion 

■» — 

3,000 

Sir Lionel Darrell^ Bart. 

—— 

11,000 

Rice Davies - 

— 

3,coo 

John Dunkin, Junr. 


1 I ,cco 

Thomas Browne ^ 


5,500 

Chriflopher Dunkin 

— 

11,000 

James Shaw — 


.22,500 

James Douglaa — 

—• 

11,000 

John Delor — — 

— 

2,000 

Thomas Dykes — 

—^ 

1 1,000 

Cornelius Donovan 


5,500 

James Evans — 

—— 

S.500 

Samuel Edwards 


5.500 

Charles Flower — 

—-■■■ - 


William Penning 


5.500 

Thomas Flint —— 

—— 

9, GOO 

JoJin Farley ' •- 


5,500 

Chriftopher Fowler 


2 ,COO 

Mofes Fernandes —• 


5,500 

John Fryer — 


11,000 

John Gillon —— 

— 

1 1 ,oco 

Abraham Goldfenid 


50,000 

Benjamin Goldfmid 


20,000 

Edward Wigan — 

—— 

16,500 


£‘ 

7,504,009 


Canicdforward 618,500 7,504,000 
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Brought over 618^500 



11,000 

William Gelfton —— 

■ ■■ ■ 

6,500 

A flier Goldfmid 

■ —i 

25,500 

G. T. Goodenongh — 

— 

11,000 

John Vincent Gandolfi — 

— 

33,500 

Stephen Grifiin ■■■ ■ — 


5,500 


— 

5,500 

Anthony Geledncki — 

— 

5,500 

George Thickner Hardy 


5,500 

Thomas Higgins ..—~ 


11,000 

John Hcllear ■ ■ — 

— 

11,000 

John Hunter, of Gubbins 


11,000 


- 5»500 

Richard Holbett ^ 


22,500 



9,000 

Honourable Henry Hobart 

— 

5,000 

John Hunter, of Tax Office 


12,000 

William Hunt. 

—- 3,000 

John Humble --- 

_ 

9,000 

William Havard ■ .■ —. ■■ 1 

— — 

33 » 5 oo 

William Hobfon .- 


' 5,500 

George Hobfon —■ 


23,000 

John Thacker Jennings 


5,500 



22,500 

Jofcph James — 


5,500 

Thomas Kingflcy — 

. — 

5,500 

Thomas Leverton - 

■■ ■■■ ■ 

3,000 

George Louch *■■ ■ 

— 

5,500 

Thomas Lewis — 

— 

22,500 

Jofeph Lancafter — 


9,000 

John Lightfoot —■ 

— 

0,500 

Jofeph Philip Lc Jeaue 


SMOO 

jLeonard Lazcnby — ■■ - 


3,000 

Angel Levy ■■ ■ - 

— 

3,000 

Gabriel Leekie —- 

— 

2,000 

John M'Nabb ■ — 

— 

5.500 

William Mitchel — 

— 

9,000 

Ifracl Moravia —■ 

— 

2,009 

Barnaby Murply —— 

— 

5,500 

Samuel John Maud —- 

-■ 

5,500 

Jacob Montefiere —• 

— 

5,500 

Thomas Margary — 

— 

11,000 

William Yarn ton Mills — 

—— 

33*50® 

Thomas Man kin ■ 

— 

■9,000 

Abraham Mocatia —■ 


45 i 000 

Jacob Mocatta « 

— 

7,500 

Curied forward 

517,000 


£' 

7 , 504 ,«» 


* 


7,504,000 
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Mofes Mocatta 
Daniel Mocatta — 

John Mafon —■ 

William Mcnifli 
iRobert Maitland 
Samuel Marfhall 
Charles McCarthy 
Jofeph Metcalfe 
John Naylor ^ —— 

Thomas Nclbitt 
William Nanfon 
Charles Norris, Janr. 
Thomas Plummer 
Mark Prager, Senr. 

Thomas Plant - 

Edward Perkes 
' Ebenezer Maitland 
Thomas Place — 
Edward Allfrey 
John Richard Ripley 
William Robbins - 

Jeremiah Royds — 

Sbakefpear Reed 
Daniel btephens — 

William Shepherd 
John Henry Schneider 

John Spicer - 

William Sutton 


St. Andrew St. John 
Sawyer Spence — 
Robert Scott 
William Scolt — — 
John Scott — 

Richard Smales — 

Arthur Shakefpear — 
Jeremiah Snow 
John Shephard — 

Thomas Sanders 
William Thompfon 
Wingfield ^urntr, Junr. 
Praocis Town —— 

J. G. Tawney 
George Tierney —— 
J. Taverner — 

George Vaux — 

William Wilfon 


Brought over 517,000 

— 7,500 

— 7 » 5 oo 

— ■ ■ 11,000 

- 5.500 

- - 16,500 

- - 4*500 

■ — 5*500 

. . ■■ ■' " 9,000 

• — 16,500 

- 5,500 

■- 11,000 

■ 2,000 

— II ,000 

^ 22,500 

- * 5*500 

-- 5,500 

-- 5*500 

- 5*500 

— — 11,000 
— - - I I ,ooo 

— 1r,000 

—- I r,ooo 

- 11,000 

——« 9,000 

11,000 

■ ■ ■ X 1,000 

-— X i ,ODO 

. . 2 S,OCO 

- 5,000 

— 5^*5 0^ 

- 5*500 

— 11,000 

— 5-500 

—— 22,500 

— 11,000 

-- 3,0.10 

— 5,500 

-- 5*500 

— 3*000 

- 5*500 

~ 3,000 

- 3,500 

— 9,000 

— 3,000 

- 5,500 

- 5 * 500 ' 


7,504,000, 


Carried forward 239.500 7,504,000 



REPORT FROM THE 


Charles Edward Wilfonn 
Rowland Webfter 
Pafcoe Grenfell — 
Samuel Wcyman Wadefon 
H. C. Woolrych —— 
Richard Williams — 
Alexander W aifon 
James Woodbridge — 
William Walker — 

Thomas Jacob While 
George Wood > ■■ — - 

Abraham Robarts 
John Parkin foil ■ ■ — 

Henry Wheeler — 

Thomas Kemble —— 

Thomas King — 

William Cooke —■■ 

G'jorgc Ridge — 

Henry Wakeman — 

Anthony Lechiuere — 

John W^alker Wilfon 
Benjamin Wilfon — 

fohn Tweedy - 

William Walter - 

Thomas Eyton — 

John Perfe*^ - 

James PiUingcr 
Charles Hornyold — 
Hugh Bell — 

William Clay —— 

^^llomas John Taylor 
I'ldward Warner —— 

William Galley — 
Jofeph Berwick 


IT COMMITTEE, aiy 

I- 

7,504,000 


Brought over 239,500 

— 16,500 

- 5,500 

— 112500 
-5,500 

— — 5.500 

■ ■■'**« 9,000 

- 3,000 

— — 5,500 

- 11,000 

-—- 10,000 

— 3,000 

—— 79,000 

— 61,500 

■ ■ ' - 16,500 

— 22,500 

- 5.500 

— 2,000 

- 56,000 

- 33,500 

— — , 22,500 

- 9,000 

— —— 9,000 

— 22,500 

— 5,500 

— — 22,5CO 

- 16,500 

- 33,500 

— 235,000 

— 11,000 

— 5.500 

- 5.500 

— 28,000 

— 35.500 

- 50* .500 


Mcflrs. Benj. and Abraham Goldfmid ,^.2,966,000: -via. 


William Matthew Raikes 
Job Matthew Raikes 
Daniel Mcfman ——^ 

lolhua Knowles 
Edward Mafon 
JuhhMilward — 


— 50,000 
50,000 

- 10,000 

— 10,000 

5,000 

— 10^000 


Cirrird o\'er 13^,000 
it' 


7.504.000 



*i8 REP<»T TROJi -ndipELECT COMMITTEE, it. 


Brought 


Samuel Bofanquet 
Daniel Giles 

Jofeph Kaye ■ - ■ ■ 

William Alcrs — 

Richard Buller —— 

Alexander Champion ■■■ ■■ 
£. 13 . Loufada —> 

Job Mathew — —. ■■ 

Francis Marlin — 

Abraham Mocatta ■ ■ ^ 

Jofeph Nutt — 

Sir Richard Ncafc ' - 

Abraham Newlaud — 

John Puget . - - 

Godfrey Thornton 
Charles and Stephan TeiHier 

Brook Wat (on ^ • . . - 

Benjamin Winthrop . — 

Claude Scott — 

John Pearfe 

William Steer, Junr. — 

Cornwall Smalley 

Benjamin and Abraham Goldfmid 


over 135,cco 

— ro,ooo 

— 25,000 
10,000 

— 33»obo 

— io,obo 
12,000 

— 50,000 
15,000 

5,000 
10,o0o 
1 2,000 
15,000 

— 10,000 
30,000 
10,Coo 

^ 30,000 

10,000 
10,000 

— 50,000 

16,000 
12,000 
10,000 
2,442,000 


£■ 

7,504 003 


Mr. E. P. Salomons — — 1,711,coo; wz- 

Mcflrs- Boyd, Bcnfield, and Co. — 285,000 

Philip Anrrobds, Efq. - 25,000 

P. and C, Van Notten,“ahd Co. Elqulres 28,000 
Daniel Giles, Efq. — ^0,000 

Charles Steers, Efq. i- 17,000 

Job Mathew, Efq. — 3,000 

William Raikes, Efq. — ■ 15,000 

Benj. and Abraham Goldfmid, Efq, 130,000 
— — Diiio — — 800,000 

E. P. Salmons -— -- 358>ooo 

—- 1,711,000 


Mr. PeterTcllulTon, forhimfdf & Sons^.r,i4i^ooo; 


G. W. Thclluffiin 
Charles TheUufon 
T. Churchill 


245,000 

200,000 

40,000 


Carried Over 485 ooo* 9,115,000 



REPORT EROM THE SEtRCT COMMITTEE; $ 10 * «>% 




£• 


Brought over 485,000 

Thomas Moore — 

—- 

20,000 

B. D. Floud - 

... ■ 

10,000 

Cornwall Smalley 

. 

50jC00 

A. F. Haldimand — 


45,000 

John Battye — 


43,000 

P. H. KuhlF 

.1^ 

15,000 



10,000 

Edward Gwatkin 


5,000 

Charles Teiflier — 


5,000 

I. L. Andre — 


5,000 

P. Orcnfe’l — 

—- 

5,000 

J. R. Ripley ... 


3,000 

'i\ J. and P. ColTart 


2,000 

David PifFard . 


8,oeo 

Peter Thelluffcn — 

— 

430,000 


George Ward, Efq. 


9>iJ5i00O 


1,141,000 

685,000 


Solomon Salomons 

Richard Buller. Efq. 
Judah Philip S.>l>mons 
Jofeph Salomtms — 
E. and A. Goldfmid 
Solomon Salomon:* — 


Rawfon Aidablc, Efq. — 


^.685 


,000 ; *vjz. 


— 70,000 

55,000 

— 20,000 

- 20,000 

—* 520,000 


685,000 

343 >000 


18-000,000 


J. Newlandy Chief pafhier. 


SIR. 


Appendix, No. 3. 

Sackville Street, 24 Norember 


W E beg leave to reprefent to you, on behalf of ourfelvet 
and the other contractors for the Loan of lail year, that 
the contradk was entered into under the condition that no other 

f f 2 public 


%to HEPORT tMM THE SLLECT COMMITTEE, l-e.' 

S ubtle Loan for this Country (h^-u1d be made) until the period 
xed for the laft paymem of the Loan then contra^ed for ihould 
havcelapfed. - 

We conceive) that on this account, wchavc an undoubted right 
to object to the negotiation of the Loan now propofed to be con* 
trafted for, unril the period aligned us for the fale of our ferip, 
ihail expire, viz. the i5ih of January next. This is not oncof thofc 
rights of which litigious people fometimes avail themfelves, for 
the mere purpofe of giving trouble : it is a right whicli is found-, 
ed in jiiftice, and the nature of thir.gs, recognized by condant 
practice and public opinion, ai;d which we cannot relinquifli with* 
out evident lols. That thii mny appear to you perfcdly clear, 
wc beg leave to date, that there is at this moment ftill lloating in 
the market tlic value ol hve millions of money in ferip, which 
remains to be converted into fi:ix;k. Several of the contractors for 
the laft Loan are holders of ihib Icrip, and they mull inevitably 
fufter by the iniroduftion of eighiecn midions more into the 
market) while fo large a portion of laft year's ferip is ftill on 
hand. 

While we thus afTcrt our right to prevent the negotiation cf 
the Loan now in contemplatixin, we are loath to cxercifc this 
right to your inconvenience, or to the detriment of the public, 
and arc therefore williiig lowaveit, upon condition that the injury 
which muft refult from the introdnftion of fo large a fum of 
ferip into the market, before (if we may f > exprefs ourfelves) our 
cxclufive leale of the market expires, be compenfated to ps by 
the chance of advantage to ralfc from ihe new' Loan, on winch 
ground we prefume to claim the prefeicnee of contradting 
for it. 

By the monied powers of our party we arc enabled to give the 
higheft price that ought to be given, and wc can aflure you, with 
great fincerity, that in the event of your confenting to a private 
negotiation, our oft'er iliall be fully as liberal as if wc liad no 
preference whatever, and that it fhall equal your expedations. 

' Wc aie awsre that your acquiefccnce in this propofal muft meet 
with dificulty in your own mind, on account of your predilec¬ 
tion in favour of public competition ; but to reconcile as much as 
poflible the principle of compeiition with what we conceive to be 
bur undoubted right, we arc willing to admit of it on the prefent 
occafion to a certain degree. 

We are willing to allow the propofed Loan to be expofed to 
competition, upon condition that the option ftiall be oxpteLly re- 
ferved to our party of taking the Loan at fuch a price as ihail 
he equal in value to one half/rr cant, upon the whole fum borrow¬ 
ed above the higheJl offer of the competitors. 

If any folid objedlions can be made to both thefe propofals, wc 
fliall be happy to adopt any other meafure more agreeable to you, 
by which you may on the one hand be fecured againft undue ad¬ 
vantage 
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vantage on our part, and on the other we may preferve our right 
or obtain in lieu of it ftich a preference as we conceive to bejoiffl^ 
due to our parriciilar fituation. 

We have the honour to be, with great refoeS, 

Sir, 

Your tnoft obedient 
humble Servants^ 

Walter Boyd* 

Ahratn Roharts* 

Rt* hon. William Pitt, &c. &c. 


Appendix, No. 4. 

(Copy) London, December 7th, 1795. 

SIR, 

¥ Kpg R*ave to ofFt-r to contract for the intended Loan, whatever 
^ the amount may be, for the fervicc of the year 1796, on the • 
following terms, 

For every lool. to receive 120I. three per cent, confols. 

25 reduced three per cents. 
and 4s. 6(1. long ann. 

the intereft on the confolidated three per cents, to c mimence from 
the 5th July laic, and on the reduced the loth October laft, and 
the long annuities to commence alfo on the loth Odober lalt, the 
fiffl; payment of 10 per cent, to be made on Thurfday next the 
10th inllant, and the other payments according to the regulation 
already at tlie baiik of England. 

1 have the honour to be. Sir, 

\ our mod obedient 

and molt humble Servant, 

'James JSLrgan* 

Right hon. Wtll. Pitt, See. Sec, 

I have not mentioned any Turn for the amount of the Loan, be^ 
caufe I am not cxadlly infornied, but I nnderltand it is expected to 
be eighteen or nineteen mdlion^, or thereabouts, 

James Morgan, 


Appendix, No. 5. 

(Copy) Sackvllle Street, 2j November 1795. 


SIR, 


H aving heard that this day had been appointed for an in-» 
terview between you and the perfons intending to offer for 
$hc enfuing Loan, Mr. Robarts and I were upon our way from 

the 
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the Qity to defire an audience of ypij previnuji to your receiving 
the candidates, when we learned at the Bank that the meeting 
was put off till Wednefday. 

I beg leave to folicit, on the part of Mr. Robarts and tnyfclf, 
as reprefenting the whole con tracers for lall year’s Loan, the 
honour of an interview with you as early to-xnorrow as may 
be confiftcnt with your convenience, that wc may have an 
opportunity of Hating certain circumftances peculiar to our fitua- 
tion, which it is of great importance Jhonld be well underftood 
before any public interview refpediing another Loan talici place, 
I had, upon the afi'urance that you gave me that you would fend 
ibr-our party previous to any fuch interview, acquainted them 
that they would not be deprived of a proper opportunity of Hat¬ 
ing what they had to fay, before any other Heps would be taken 
about another Loan ; and 1 was therefore mortified to find that 
a meetmg was on the point of taking place, without any fuch 
previous opportunity having been afforded them. 

^ I have the honour to be kc, 

(Signed) 

ir^Uer Buyd. 

I'he right hon. William Pittm 


Appendix, No. 6. 

Kcnfington Gore, December 22, 1792. 


SIR, 


EFLECTING on thequeftion, if I would afk the gentleman 
that 1 expcdled ananfwer from on the 29ch October, for leave 
to give in his name; it now appears to me, as the circumHancc 
was mentioned merely to account for my Hopping on that day to 
receive fubferiptions, that it is improper for me to make any ap,. 
plication, or in any manner endeavour to involve perfons in quef* 
tions ariiing from a tranfadlion in which they have not been con¬ 
cerned, and have not the IcaH knowledge of. There were 9 
great many oHers and applications as well as that attended to, 
which were refufed or reje^kd on various grounds, and which I 
confider as private and confidential; and therefore I humbly hope 
the honourable committee will not prefs fuch queHions to me. 

1 have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your moH odedient 
humble Servant, 

Jatnes Ahrgan^ 

William Smithy £fq. Chairman of the Committee 
ot thch;;nourablc heufe of Commons. 


Appendix 
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3!t| 


rCopy) 
S I R, 


Appendix, No. 7. 

»SackviIIc Street, 26 Augull, 1795. 


1 had the honour to fugged to you iho plan by which 
^ ^ I propofed to give thetrcalury the anticipation of that part 
of the Loan which becomes due in November, December, and 
January, J fully explained that h was by means of acceptances 
of the treafury for thefe periods that 1 could accomplilh this anti¬ 
cipation : I dated to you the iiecelTuy there would be (however 
full of money my houfe might happen to be occafioiially) for me 
to have in hand ncgociabife tlFccls, by which I might ait ahy urme 
be able to replace the money which we might have advanced, de¬ 
claring however my readinefa to make the hrft advancr wr^nt 
any fuch effects, hecaujc I imagined they could not be piepavcd 
before thehrlt advince might be ./anted. , 

Agreeably to this explanation, and the arrangements that feem- 
ed to be uadciflood belw'cen us, I expelled to have made the firft: 
payment laft week, and to have been auihorized to order drafts 
U) be made upon the trcafuiy, in the proportions and at the periods 
that might have bell fuiced tjie purpofes of tlie arrangement for 
the firfl and future payments, by which means, while I fhould 
have had the fatisfadion of promoting the public fervice, I fhould 
alfo have been fure that no pofilble inconvenience could rcfult to 
myfclf from it: fuch having been my ideas of the arrangement, 
you will not be furprized, that the uncertainty as to the periods 
of making the advances, which you appealed to be in yelierday, 
fhould lead me to fear that you may n it have precifely the fame 
ideas of it; atid that thus unpleafant difappointmcnts mitjht arife 
to both parties. It is to prevent the polhbility of any fuch dif- 
appointments that I trouble you with this letter. 

My only objedl in this bufinefg, is to accoflnplifh in a'fatisfadlorjr 
’manner ihewifh of government, and taking beforehand the necel- 
fary fteps for infuring lucccis; if upon examinnrion you find you 
can difpenfe with the njuholt: as you have already found means to 
•difpenie with thethe original fum, I fhall be extremely 
ha^ppy at it,, bccaufc the bufinefs is by no means fo much an objed^ 
oidejire as ojf cure and anxiety.i ^lis not an advantage that I long 
to reap, but a fervice of lome difficulty and delicacy which I atn 
jfolicitous to perfoxm with fuccefs; ’tis not a thing that can be 
done at anytime on the fhoneft noiice, but an operation that, 
with the xicceffi'ry previous-concert of meafurcs, may be carried 
through with fuccefs.—It is not nccellaTy that government fhould 
lullain the lofs of a fingle day’s intereft more than their Occafions 
“require, although the acceptances of the treafury may be granted 
before they the vabjc of them an m'^ucy. 


What 
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What I wilh particularly to be at a certainty about, is, whether 
or not the anticipation will be wanted $ when the different Inflai- 
ments will be required; and if I may "^oii lively reckon upon re¬ 
ceiving the acceptances of the treafury as I may call for them> in 
return for money or falling due at the particular periods, 

whjNTthe money happens to be wanted—If the bufinefs is to 
on; official letters on thef: points will be neccilary, becaufe, in 
an affair of fo vail a magnitude for one Houfe, there mull not 
cxill a poffibility of miilake or delay. 

1 have the Honour, &c. 

(Signed) 

iralter Boyd. 

To the Right honourable Willinm Pitt. 


Appendix, No. 8. 


(Copy.) 

SIR, 

I AMcommanded by the Lords Commiffioners of his Majefty* 1 i 
treafury to inform you, that the public fcrvice requiring t^e an¬ 
ticipation of the receipt of thofe parts of the inllalmeiits of the hft 
Loan, and of the payments to the lottery, which are not yei due, 
it is their lordfhips dcTire that you fhould make chefe anticipations, 
by paying into the office of the paymallcr general of his Majelty^'s 
forces the following fums ; 

f . ^00,000 on or before the zoth inllant. 

. 500,000 on or before the zoth Odober. 

And* in order to reimbnrfe the advances fo to be made, it is their 
lordfhips order that VQU fhould draw or caufc to be drawn, at fiicFi 
times and in fuch fums as you may find moft convenient to you, 
hills of exchange upon their lordfhips, payable at the following 
periods; *viz. 

To the Amount of/". 300,000 payable 30th November 1795^ 
500,000 Z4ih January 1796. 


1,000,000 


Together wlthintcrefl at 5 per cent, upon the advances you may 
/have made from the dates of thefe advances, untill the dates at 
which jt;he bills upon their lordfhips become payable. 

Should clrcumllanccs happen to render any change neceflary in 

this. 
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this propoCed arrangement, there will be time to give you notice of 
it bc^fore you order drafts for the payment iu OAober. 

laiB, Sir, 

Your very obedient Servant, 

Treafory Chambers, Cbarki Lug. % 

September i2th, 1795* 

Wmiur Boyd, Efq. • 

It is perfedly under/lood, that you are to be allowed intereft at 
the rate of ^ fer cent, upon fuch fums as your houfe lhall have 
been, or in future may be in advance for the fervice of govern¬ 
ment. 


Appendix, No. 9. 

(Copy.) 

SackvIIle Street, 14 September 179J. 

S I R, 


T N confequence of the letter with which you have honoured me 
^ on the 12th inftant, I beg leave to indole bills of exchange on 
the lords commifTioners of his Majefty's treafury, for;(^.505,6W loi 
dated Hamburgh, 31(1 Auguft, at three months date, which Ire- 
quell you will have the eooduefs to accept, and return me to¬ 
morrow. The value (hall be paid on Saturday into the office of 
the payma&er general of his Majefty’s forces, agreeably to your 
diredions. 

My coulin, Mr. Boyd, jun. having been at Hamburgh the 30th 
Auguft, I thought proper to get him to draw the bills, in order to 
keep the operation as much as poifible within the knowledge c( 
my own houfe, and to fave the expence of a commillion, which 
we mull have paid had we employed any houfe to draw on their 
lordflilpe. 

I am. Sec. 

(Signed) 

Charles Longt Efq, l^alter Boyd. 

Secretary to the treafury. 

AT. B .—The bills mentioned in the above letter, it was after¬ 
wards agreed Ihould be dated the 7th of Auguft, and made pay¬ 
able at 4 inllead of 3 months after date. 


g g 


Appe|idiX| 
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Appendix, No. lo. 

SIR, 

I A M commanded by the lords c»mmiffioncrs of the treafury to 
acquaint you, that it is their wl(h that the bills of exchange to 
be drawn by you upon their lordlhips, to reimburfe the fnms de- 
fi'^ed to be advanced for the public fervice, by my Ictterofthe 12th 
i^ftant, ffiould be made payable at the following periods, inftead 
thofc mentioned in my faid letter; 2/1%. to the amount of 

jf. 500,000 payable 7th December 1795. 

500,000 payable 31ft January 1796. 


1,000,000 


I am, Sir, 

Your very obedient fervant, 

Treafuty Chambers, Charles Lon^^ 

Sept. 17th. 


Appendix, No. 11. 

Kenfington Gore, January i6ch, 1796. 

SIR, 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, that, at a meeting of 
the fubferibers in the lift formed to enable me to bid for the 
Loan, it was their opinion that the public intereft is not con- 
ne^cd with the making of the faid lift, and that it will be im> 
proper for me, as a confidential agent, to produce the fame in 
any manner. And I beg leave to obferve, that it is'the principle 
of free and open competition, not to give room for fufpicion, or 
occafion for ferutiny. The refponfibility of the contractors to 
fecure the depofit is the only objed on the part of the public; 
and, 1 believe, it was particularly fo declared by the right ho¬ 
nourable the Chancellor of the Exchequer, on the opening to 
parliament the terms of the contract for the Loan for 1794, whicli 
was the laft difpofed of by fair cormpetition. 1 have the honour 
to be. 

Sir, 

* Your moft obedient humble fervant, 

James Morgan* 

WaUem Smiths Efq. 

Chairman ofthe committee of the honour- 
able Houfeof Commons, appointed to 
enquire into the drcumftancee of the 
negotiation of the late Loan. ^ 

Appendix 



.REPORT FROM TFIE SEI.ECT COMMITTEE, 


»a7 


Appendix, No, 12. 

Kcnfington Gore, January i6th 1796. 

SIR. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, that the gentlemen who 
offered to be the fecurlties with me for making the depofiti * 
in cafe the propofal I made the yfh December laft to contra^^t ftr 
the Loan had been approved and accepted, have feverally can¬ 
celled their names, and confider the purpofe to be entirely at an 
end, as the propofal was reje6ted. And they now think it will 
be improper for me to produce their names in any manner^ as it 
may tend to involve them in queftions, concerning which they 
are totally uninformed. I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your moR obedient and humble Servant, 

Morgan. 

Wllham Smithy Efq. 

Chairman (»f the committee of the Honour¬ 
able Honfe of Commons, appointed to 
enquire into the circumltances of the 
negotiation of the late Loan. 


Appendix, No. 13. 

Kenfington Gore, January aoth, 1796, 

S I R, 

T H £ committee having alked me, what I thought would have 
been the difference between the offers likely to have been 
made by the panics at the bidding, in cafe it had taken place; I 
have the honour to acquaint you for tlieir information, that tlie 
Irifh Loa^ for 1,100,000 ftcrling was difpofed of by fair com¬ 
petition the 7th March lall, and that the greateft difference in 
the offers was 129. 7 d. per rent, annuity for 15 years, which, 
valued at 10 years purchaie is 61 . 5s. lod. per cent, and the leait 
difference vi'as 7s. id. per cent, annuity, amounting to 3I. los, lod. 
per cent. 

And I beg leave, fir, to take this opportunity to recommend to 
the attention of the committee, th.: propofal from the goverment 
of Ireland for making the Loan, becaule 1 know it is effential to 
the public intereft, and can with the greateft confidence declare, 
that propofal was the beft poffible that could be offered under 
the the then circumftances, although the great merit of it has 
not been noticed by the public. When the printed propofal was 
ieai over, I read it with aftonifhment, becauLe the principle was 

g g a the 
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thedired reverfe to the.*uinoiis fyftem followed here, in mnking 
Loans in capitals at a great difcounti and thereby unnecelTarily 
accumulatiDg immenfe Aims to the debt to be redeemed. 1 have 
the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Vour mod obedient and mod humble Servant, 

Smithy Efq. 

Chairman of the committee of the ho* 
noorable Houfeof Commons, appointed 
to enquire into the circumdances of the 
negotiation of the late Loan. 


Appendix, No. 14, 

Bank of England, January 20th 1796. 

An ACCOUNT of money received at the bank on the Loan of 
1795, on the id of Augnd and 24th of November 1795 ; dlf- 
tinguiihing the Arms wmch had been received up to each cf 
thofe days. 


On the id Augud, 1795 L* ’ 5 ’® 53*923 

On the 24th November, 1795 ~ £. 17,554,282 10 

/!, Ke'wland^ Chief Caduett 



Appendix, 
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Appendix, No.j:i5. 

AMOUNT of the Stock created by the Loan of 179S, 
which was entered ui the Books of the Bank on the i ft of 
Auguft and. 24th of November 1795; and 1 ike wife of the 
Stock of the faid Loan not entered on ihofe refpe£Hve 
Da3^s. 


On the ill Auguft, 1795 
Confol. 3 per Ct. Ann 
.4 per Ct. Ann. - ■ 
Long Ann. - 

£ 

On the 24th Nov, 1795 
Conf.)L 5 per Ct. Ann 
per Cr. Ann. - 
Long Ann. - - 


Stock entered in the 
Books, on which 
the full Payments 
were made. 

Stock not entered. 

£• 

■ £■ 

15,061,250 0 0 

2 r 938 i 75 ® V 

4,280,041 13 4 

i»7I9»9S8 6 S 

61,54415II 

14.935 4 * 

. 19,402,836 9 3 

4,675.663 10 9 



. 17,017,245 0 0 

982,755 0 0 

5»o^S»87S 0 0 

974,125 0 0 

70,848 0 s 

5,651 19 7 

22,113,968 0 5 

1,962,531 19 7 


On Imperial Annuities of the Loan 1975- 


Stock entered in the 

Boob, on which ^ not entered, 
the full Payments 
were made. 


Un the 1 ft Auguft 1795 j. d. 

Imp. ^.3 per Ct. Ann. 2,218,061 18 1 

Litto Ann.for25years I 73>913 10 lO 

On the 24th Nov. 1795. 

Imp.;^.3perCt. Ann. 2,247,415 18 tS 
Ditto Ann. for 25 years 195,083 2 6 



V 
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Appendix, No. i6. 

An ACCOUNT of the Stock created by the Loan of 1795, 
which was entered into the Books of we Bank on the 5ch 
December 1795; and likewife of the Stock of the faid 
Loan not entered on that Day. 


Confol. 3 per Ct. Ann. 

. /’,4 per Ct. Ann. - 
' Long Ann. . . • - 


Imp. 3 per Ct. Ann. - 
Ditto Ann. fur 25 yeari> 


Stock entered in the 

Stock not entered in 

Books. 

the Books. 

£. s. d. 


• 7 . 307 > 7 SO 0 0 

692,250 0 0 

5,124,958 6 8 

875,041 13 4 

73.+71 6 9 

3,028 13 3 

22,506,179 13 5 

1,570,320 6 7 

277.149 5 7 

1,056,084 7 9 

213,013 10 10 

16,986 9 2 

2,990,262 16 5 

I 1,073,070 16 II 


Bank of England, A. Newl a no. Chief Cafiner. 

Jan. 2311179^* 


Appendix, N8. 17. 


SIR, 


Kenfington Gore, Jan. 25, 1796. 


I N the minutes of my examination before the Committee, it 
appears from my anfwer to a qucfllon as if it meant to Rate, 
that the Governor of the Bank had mentioned the money tranf- 
a6lion for .500,000 as the ground for Mr. Boyd’s having the 
loan,” without the necefTary explanation, that 1 conceived it to 
allude to his doubts of' the competition^ and to the confidence he 
obfervedin Mr. Boyd’s party that they ihould have the loan. I 
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hfg leave to acquaint yon, fir, that I am very defiroiw to explain 
and correfl that atifiver before the Conmittee, and 1 an)t 
Sir, 

Your xnoft obedient bumble fervant^ 
Morgan* 

Wn% Smithy Efq. 

rimrman of the Committee of the Honourable ^ 

Hjufc of Commons for enquiring into the 
circumftances of the late Loan. 


SIR, 


Appendix, No. i8. 


I AM dirct^cd by the Committee to inform you, that they are 
forry to feel it loconfiftent with their duty, umder all the cir- 
cumllinces of the cafe, to comply with the requeft exprefled irf 
your letter to me, dated Kenfington Gore, the 25th January* 
1796. 

I am. Sir, 

You cbedient humble Servant, 

W , Smttbo 


Committee Room, 
zyih Jan. 1796. 


Appendix, No. 19. 

Febiuary 3d, 1794. 

hereby engage on our own parts, and on the behalf of 
the gentlemen aiulioiizinaf us to lign for them, to fub- 
ienbe rlcveii iiiillioiis in money for the Loan of the prclent year 
«sn^tlit lollowingtcims ‘1//2. for every ;£’.ioo fub'eribed to receive 
of 3 per cents to be confolidated with the 
prefent ^ pvr cent, confoi. 

/'.2 7 of /. 4 ptr cents, 

A long annuity of iis. 5d. to determine with the 
prefent long annuities. 

A difoMiut to be allowed of j^.3 per cent, on the whole money ad¬ 
vanced bv/oiid the iiillalmentb up to the latcft period of them 
the dates of payments to be as follovi : 

1^9^ - - February nth — adepoiitof — £,io per cent. 


j:95 


Apul J§ — a payment of — 
June 0 — ditto 

July 18 — ditto 

Auguft 29 —- ditto 

Oftober 17 — ditto 

Novem. 28 — ditto 

-- January 13 — ditto 


10 

10 

10 

IS 

*5 

iS 
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^ «91ie iileereA on the g pir ant. confols to commence from ;th 

i antiEfy. On the 4 per cMs, from loth October, 1795, 
rft half yearly payment on the lung apnuity to be ma^ on 51^^ 
April 1704. 

^ ^ . (Signed) 

%/ra Jultus Angerftetny 
James Morgan, 

^ ‘ Gadfehall Johnjon. 

Nejbstt and Si eovardf^ 


Appendix, No. %o. 


the underfigned undertake and agree, that we will make 
good the payments on a Loan of18,000,000 for the 
fitrvfce of government for the year 179;, in cale the fame fuall 
Iticeive the fa.iAion of parliament, and likewife on a Loan of 
j£«6,ooo>ooo for the fervice of the Emperor, in cafe parhajaent 
mail think proper to make pro\ifion, thjt liF the wnole, or any 
part of the dividends, Davablc on the faid Loan in May and No¬ 
vember rerpL^livcly in tliL faid year, lhall not be punaually pa d 
cn the part the Empeior, the Aims fo due fhall be payable on 
the 5th day of July ai. 1 the 5th day of Januaiv rcfpcdively fol¬ 
lowing, out of the conlolidated fund, or out of the fupplies of th^' 
year* the faid Loan (if both of them take place) to he on the 
conditionsfollowinfir, njtz. That for every of Money ad¬ 

vanced on the Loan of^. 18,000,000, the lubfenbeis fhall be en¬ 
titled to 


^,Ioo~ — g per ant, con ann* 

33 6 8 4/^r nnn, 

— 8 6Longanii. 

That theinteteft on the 3 pet cent* annuities fhall commence 
firom the 5*h day of Jnnnary I79^» and the intncil on the 4/» r 
tenis* and the long anuuities on the lotad^iy of October 1794. 

• That £,10, per cent* fhafl be paid on or jre the 6th day after 
theterms'of the Loan ^h^U hate been appr« ved by a iclolution of 
the H9iife of Camrnoi\s ; that the next thice payments fha 4 
be of 10 per cent* each; and the four follow,ing payments fhall be 
of fi^een per cent* each; the bit to take place 00 the hilday fuc« 
©ceding the loth dav of January 1796. 

Aftd that every prrfon making any payment in advance f rcom- 
pkating bis contribution, fli*dl K cnililcd to an allowai.ee a^ the 
Utcoi f *g per centum on fuch fum fo adv meed, frfin the day of 
eofftpletiuy the contribution to the Friday fucceeding the faid 
jrbtit day of January 1796. ^ ^ 

thsl tor the Auftrian Loan, foch conditions lhall be ftipS^ 
bte * i) ahf part of the Emperor as were ilipulated for the I.nan 
of { ^Uttoo, which arc to make part of ^hc .6,000,000 above 
iyarit.on c.' _ 

Wo 








